[Report 1921] / Medical Officer of Health, Hitchin U.D.C.

Contributors

Hitchin (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1921

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/p4gdbtgb

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

Hitchin Urban District Council.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1921

T THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS
OF THE COUNCIL.

(IENTLEMEN ,—

The annual report this ‘{-E-ILI‘ 18 {ll:‘lu‘-'_rll
up in a manner preseribed by the Minis-
try of Health.

GIENHEAL STATISTICS.

Area, 3675 acres. This ineludes
Walsworth, an area of 1,051 acres, which
was added during the year.

Population (Mid-year): 13,352.

Nuamber of inhabiled houses, 2,870,

Hateable wvalue (Hitechin and Wals-
worth), L68,580,

Sum represented by a penny rate, L3356,

YVITAL STATISTICS.

Births : Legitimate, 113 males, 116 fe-
males; illegilimate, 8 males, § females;
total, 243; birth rate, 18.2. :

Deaths: 147 (78 males, 69 females);
death rate, 11.

No women died in eonsequence of child-
birth.

Deaths of infants under one year of
age per LM births . Legitimate, 12; ille-
gitimate, 2; total, 14.

Infant mortality, 57.6.

There were no deaths from measles,
whooping cough or scarlet fever, There
was one death from diarrhoea.

Compared with last year, the birtu-rate
1s slightly lower, the death-rate also
slightly lower, and the infant mortality
rate is the same.

There was one death from cerebro
epinal meningitis, ten deaths from pul-
monary and five from non-pulmonary
tuberculosis. With these exceptions,
there were no other deaths from notih-
ahle disease,

NoTreiagLe DISEsSE

Admiited
Cases to
Drizen=e, notifted. Hospital,
Iviphtheria ... ... ... ... 12 fi
Bearlet fover ... ... ... ] 26
Entaric fever ... ... 1 =
Poeumonin ... coo wee wee 5 -
Tuhereulosis—
Polmonary ... . ... 19 s
Nun-pulmmmr{ 6 -
Cergbro-spinal Menin-
BIES:. inn s e 2 2

Cases of scarlet fever and diphtheris
were tnken into Hospital if they were
very ill, or if for any reason they conld
not be properly mursed at home. They
were admifted into the Hitchin Rural and
Letehworih Urban Joint Hospital, The
Conneil pays a retaining fee to thizs Hos-
pital, and in addition o sum for enchn case
It will be remembered that mueh searlet
fever existed in the Snmmer and Auntumn
of the vear in England generally, but in
Hitehin no apidemic ocenrred, the cases
being spread over the whole year,

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

The work of this Department has been
done under pressure this year owing o
the amount of new work which the Sur-

vexor has had to undertake, but in spite

of this the inspectiom of dairies, cow-
sheds, milk-shops and slanghtor-honses
bas been madde as required. The Minis-
try hos just issued a Memorandom on
the necd for better inspection of slangnter-
houses, bul in my opinion the only way
to really provide :u!wlu:ﬂe oversight of
this most necessory work is to have one
large slavghter-house for this and the
gurrounding distriefl, Whether owned
publiely or not does mot much matter,
ns long as good sanitary arrangements
and constant supervizion are provided

Hovsixa,

Number of new hounses erected during
the year, T0.

These were provided under the Couneil
Haouging Scheme. The larger scheme of
the Council has now been abandoned o
accordance with the policy of the Minis-
try of Health, and it only remains to adid
that new hounses are =till badly needed,
and that until this is done very littls im.
provement can e expected in the insani-
tary area of Queen-street and the otner
emaller areas, It is difficult to under
gtand the indifference of public opinion
in this fundamental matter.

Ten houses had defects remedied with-
out service of formal notice,

Under Section 28 of the Housing ancd
Tawn Planning Aet of 1919, 25 hounses
were dealt with hy letters reguiring re-
pairs. Theze letters were all followed by
action on the part of owners which reme-
diedd the defects,

Mo procepdings were takem under the
FPublic Health Acts or under Sections 17
imd 18 of {he Honzing and Town Planning
Act of 1909,

Scunoon IxsrEcTION,

Number of children examined ... ... 554
Mumber found unelean ... ... sesnma Ly
Cazes of malnatrition ... ... ... ... ... 32
Number with bad teeth ... ... ... ... 40
Number with enlarged tonszils and
adenoids ... ... e S e e e L
Number unvaccinabed ... ... ... ... 352
Number with defective eyesight ... ... 2
Number with tuberculosis ... ... ... T
Mumber with Rickets ... ... ... ... s 3
Number with other defects ... ... ... 143
The Health Visitor and the sehool

teachers co-operate well in getting defec-
tive children ftreated, and the Counnty
Council helps to treaf cases of had testh,
ton=ils and adenoids, tuberenlosiz and de.

fective evesight.  The County Council
alzo provided a school elinie for treat
ment of minor aillments referred Uthere

by the teachess, and the Hed Cross Sociefy
has alzo opened a valuable orthopedie
and massage elinie. In this way much
can be dene to ot defeetzs remedied, and
parentz nearly always take advantpnge of
these elinies, Tt will be zeen, however,
that rool. canzes of ill-health must still
provall, and amonest these we must con-
gider insanitary homes and over-crowded
sehnnls,

Yours faithiully,
NORMAN MACFADYEN,
Medienl (licer of Health,
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