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T2 the Chairman end Members of the Hitchin Rural District Council

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to presemt the annual rcport for the
year 1951 upon the health and sanitary conditions of your district
by direction of Ministry of Heelth Circular 42/51.

Despitc some loading of the older age groups (shown by
the supplied comparability factar of 0.89) the locel death rate
(11.4) is morc favourable than that for England and Veles (12,5)
though the bir th rate (14.,7) falls below the national rate (15.5).
Local infant mortality and stillbirth rates continued favaurable
and the incidence of serious infcetious diseasc wes acain low.

Your main 1ocel hcalth prablem, often affceting mentel
hecalth more than physical, continuces to be housing, which
ineludes the difficult problem >f incrcasing disrcncir of older
properties.

I would agein acknowledge having rcoeived from your
Council and its Chief Officers cvery considcration and help
durimg the ycar and in the compilation of this report the great
assistance of your Senior Sanitary Inspector, Mr. V. M. Mathecws,
whatis responsible for the sections touching scnitery cnviron-
ment,

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

VICTOR R. WALKER
District Medienl OQfficer >f Health

July 1952






SECTION A ’

LOCAL STATISTICS

Arca (in acres) SR s Nynn 82,559
Home Population - Registrar Genercl 's cstimate

for mid-1951 22,060
Number of inhabited houses at 1st April 1952 (cstd.) 6,012
Ratcable Value - 1lst April 1952 i £104,106
Sum rcprosentced by Penny Rate (cstimate 1952/3) £419

IJTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS TOR THE YEAR 1951

HITCHIN Conparablc
HURAL rate for

Totals Male Fenale DISTRICT England
LIVE BIRTHS and Wales
Legitinate 309 166 143
Illcgitimate 15 9 6
A1l 324 175 149
Rate per 1,000 of the est. resilent population.. 14.7 1525
Dcaths: 252 130 12e
Rate per 1,000 of the cst. rcsident population.. 11.4 12.5
STILLBIRTHS:
Legitimate 6 3 3
Tllegitimate - - =
A1l 6 3 3
Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births.... 17 3

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR

Rate for All infants per 1,000 live births ..... 28 30
" " Legitimate® " 1,000 lecg. ... 28
R e Tlegl e . M. 1,000 1klog: M.:.133

Actual numbor of such decaths (a) under 4 and (b) total under

wecks e year
Logitimate 3 7
Illcgitimate 1. 2
A1l 4 9

Deaths from Puerperel touses .
Deaths from Cancer (all sites) .
Decaths from Measles ¥
Deaths from Whooping Cough .
Deaths from other infective and
parasitio discaecs e ere k
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Comment on Vital Statis tics

The estimate of local mid-year population for 1951
again shows a rise, this year of 380.

Thé birth rate of 14.7 shows a reduction on the figure
for 1950 (15.1). The locael death rate (11.4) is higher than
-~ for 1950 (10.8) but below the national rate for 1951 (12.5).

Stillbirth and infant mortelity ratcs were both below
the national figures, though the presemce of 2 illegitimate
infants in the 9 infant dcaths gave an unfavaurable nmortality
rate among illcgitimate births.

Principal Causes of Dcath

Of the total of 252 dcaths 109 were attributed to Heart
and other Circulatory Discases, 32 t2 Vascular Lesions Jf the
Nervous System, 31 to Cancer (all sites), 37 to Respiratory
Discascs, and 5 (all nales) to Motor Vehicle Accidents.

SECTION B
Genernl Provision of Health Services

There wes nd important change during the year.

SECTION C

Staff.

As recorded in the foreword of the 1950 rcport,
Mr. S. T. Gunning retired fron the post of Senior Sonitary
Inspcetar on 17th Moy and was sucoceceded by Mr. V. M. Matheows
from 18th lMay.



Sanitary Circumstamces of the Arca

Water Suppliss

The water levels in the Council's bor holes through-

mt the district are not unsatisfactory.

It is hoped that the Council will soun be in a
position to gdo to tander for the carrying out' of wheir Ggmprc-
hensive Water Scheme, which involves the extension of mains
generelly over the whole area, and for the consiruction af two
new Water Towers at Cadicobte to replacc the existing towers

which have beceome defccetive.

The water main from Offlcey to Pirton was sufficicntly
complcte for water samples %O be taken in the latter part of
Deccmber, and the same DPOsition obtains in the ncw nein from

Lillcy to Hoxtoam.

The purity of water supplied has been maintained both
nt ciic punping stations and at points of delivery throughout

the district.

Two Tables of analysis are submitted -

I. Taken by the -Council*s Engincer & Surwveyor
to tTcst the gquality of the water delivered
from the pumping stations into the meins,

ITI. Taken by the Public Health Department to
test the quality of the water delivered to
the consuncr,

N2 racord of a

Table T
’ ! T T_Trcoted Water |
Punping Station | Total Bass | Feil | Dess  Fail _
Ashwell 4 3 T TS R
Codicate S 4 R
- i —
King's Walden 8 LR T e N
Poter's Green 7 2 2 3 : =
Wyraondley 6 4 2 | - | - 5
Braughing ny senplcs | :

17

|

5

Totals

L==39

—

_—=




5.

Table IT
3. Satis- Unsatis- Doubt
1. Council Undecrtakings taken factory <foctory ful
0ffley=Lilley schaue 12 6 6
Hitchin-Braughing 20 19 3
Ashwell 7 5 2
Codicote i X -
Wynondley 3 3 ~
Peter's Greechn 4 4 -
2. Private Undertokings
EKnebwoarth 3 1 -
Bygrave 2 2 -
Newnham (Mr. Farr's supply) 2 1 1
3« Bulk Supplies
Hitchin U.D. (Ickleford,
Holwell and Pirton) 4 6 E
Stevenage U.D. (Gravelcy
. and To>dd's Green) 3 5 -
Hertford R.D. (Shephall) 1 -
4, Other Sourcecs
Hexton Pump 1 - 1
Langley 4 4 -
Radwell " il 1 -
Newnhen (Council Cottages) 1 1 -
St cial somples (private sups.) 16 3 13
86 61 25

Sewerage and Scwage Disposal

There is still no visible progrcss with the wvarious
Sewage Schenmes. The Council's greatest hope is at O0ffley where
March 1953 has been given as a starting date for the Schene for
this village. The other schemes under design arc for Barkway,
Lillcy, Wymondley, Whitwell, Kinpton and Icklcfard.

Quitc a number of thesc Scwerage and Scwage Disposal
Schaics arce of paranount importance, as the tinme has nav arrived
when the absenoe of thesc facilitides is hindering housing develd
nent; in fact, in some Parishes 1t is inperative that no furt



building be procceded with owing to the overloading of scwers
and sewage outfalls.

A scheme for the recanstruction of certain seviers is
being put forward for fthe village of Knebworth as a natter of
urgenoy.

Public Clcansing Scrvice

Refusce Collection

The scrvice continucs to operate without the rccecipt
of serious complaints fron the residents, and this rcflects
eredit upon the foreman and outside staff.

Work procecded upon the construction o> the Central
Depot at Gosmore and this will come inta use early in 1952.

Certain aspects of this service causc sone conecrn to
your >fficers however, and now that the csllection and disposal
systen set up in 1948 has had secveral yecars in which t2 becone
consaolidated, next year might be an opportunc time to consider
any improvements which nmoy be practicable.

The figures for the last four years are given below:=-

No.~T Approx.weight of all
Toads notericls collccted Vehicle nilcage
1948 1671 3554 tons 28148
1949 1729 4545 " 38699 (forcnan's
van intro.)
1950 1835 4674 n 44 327
1951 1802 4063 n 47616

Disposal of the collected refusc is by the contralled
systen on eight tips. The use of a new tip at Ashwell was
securcd thanks to the kind co-operation of Mr. W. A. Farr of
Newnharn, and the 214 Ashwell tip was vacated. Steps werc taken
t0 secure the use Of a tip at Potters Heath, and the changing
situation is constantly under review.

Ccsspodl aend Night-soil Empitying

Duc to the expanding denands upon this service it was
necessary toa subnit a report to Council upon the functioning of
this branch of activity. After careful consideration, it was
decided that a further wvechicle with the nccessary crow was
needed and the order was placed with Dennis Bros., Guildford,
for an 800~-gallon, diesel-cngined vehicle,



7
Numiber »>f cesspools enptied at =
Houses in Private

1
oWnership Council Houses Loads_fron Palls
Frec Chorpgeable Frce Chargeable Sewage orks emptied

1948 287 78 27 82 359 T?ﬁ
i3 Fr4
1949 308 126 ae 206 (inc. 329 2641 }
148 Hinx) f
1950 395 201 25 59 409 a7 65 !
% H F
1951 411 200 26 47 425 4221 '

# In addition, 22 free and 3 chargeable enptylngs were
carried out for the Council by private contractors.

Salvage

Returns for salvage, both in weight and wvalue, noke
roather interesting reading compared with other years. The 2iffar-
ences arc duc to scveral factors, amongst then the urgent national
deriand and the salvage bonus to the nen which stoarted late in 1950.

Two special type trailers for this work were purchased
during the ycar and proved to be of material help in colleetions.

1948 - 64 tons o2llected = incane £269. 7. 0d.
1949 - 532 n " - " 2180, 2, 6d.
1950 I 39 L} n L " ﬂsl- 'E- E'd'l
1951 - B6 " 1] - 1% £83%7.11, 9d.

& T G T e e el S R T T Y e T L W i i

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act

Perusal 3f the annual rcpart upon the operation of the
Joint Schene will demonstrate that nuch usceful work has been doanc
undcr this hecading. Refercmec t5 the Annual Report 1950 finds
the following paragraph - ' .

"It was found that with onc Operator only it was ’
not possible to undertake Block Inspections 1o ;
The extent necessary to recduce the rat populatiosn |
in the nore heavily infested creas"

During 1951 the truth of this, combined with a sinmilar
inability t> make inspections of Agriocultural lands, has further
suggested that e re-conslderation 2f the Joint Scheme 1is indicated
in the no>t too distant futurec. .

(i
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SULMIARY JANUARY lst to DECRMBCR Slst 1951
WM BEXN 0 F "0 0 WK a0l 008 & & T NO, OF RATS
{ DISTRICT , TGIUSE | PLIVALE BUS. BLOCK 1INSr.OF . AND/OR MICE °
SIVERS TIPS ETC. DIILLINGS ; PREMS. INSP. AGR.LAND . TOTAL  PICKED UP
; _ . _ _. RS T | e
. HITCHIN d | |
FoRaD. 94 2862 | 562 102 123 7 1065 1295 59 |
| WELIYN : !
R, B0, 1C 93% 228 35% Jek | - - 368k 586 36
' ROYSTON | : | m | |
e G S 52+ 116} 62 ! 19 | — - 272 301 18
_ | : | i
: “ : _ ; :
' = i . .“.. ]ﬂuﬂﬂlﬂ'“"l
L 141 432L 9062 1441 | 3% | 8 1665 2182 113

Other firures -

Total milcage cowvered

by wvchicle
Petrol used

ADprox.niles per gol. -

8480
265 gaols.
32

Total time spent on
nixing bait, vechicle
naintenance etc.

Total hours worked




9.
Sanitary Inspection of the Arca

Analysis of the munmber of inspections carricd out by
vyour tw> Inspectosrs again shows that a considerable volune of
wark 1is handled with the ninimum use of Statutory Authority.

The nunber of wisits and inspections for all purposes
was 2373, detailed as follows:-

General Sanitation etc.
TLI'I'D. E*I' S'l.l:.'-‘__"}ly LI " & & & - 8 & [ [ B ] 95

Dreinage .. *san poNom o nee e - T 401
Cowsheds, Stables and Piggeries .... . P 30
Tents, Vans and Sheds (including Caravans) . i 157
Foctories .. b 516w PR w i a i ke 1%
Bakechouses . . aan . e e & attad R 1
Licensed Premises .. e Ty ot ¥ e 16
Refuse Collection and Disposal and Salvage . o5 aa 455
Rodent Control .... e . isinia ol Bk 56
Atmosvheric Pollution i v S . ninale 3
Sch22ls ... N i o L L s g 2
Shops e N SR RIS A - 1.0
Petroleun Regulations e Sy sass c 29
Miscecllaneous wvisits e 3% v aalls’s o 85
Housing

Public Health Act - ?isits patd oss5 cene S R
HB'IJ.SiD.b AG‘LS - T s ew L L ] 45
DVGI‘GI‘:IJﬂ.in{; = i LU #a o ® 0w w N 1
Filthy or Verninous prenises - visits paid e 10
Miscell&noms vigitﬁ L I B B L B & & & @ ® & a @ 4
Infectious Liscases
Enquiries in cases of I.D. . on »oins - 17
Visits re disinfection .... o o alpe St i
Misccllaneous f.D. visits .. P s olh s e 45
Meat and Food Inspection
Slaughterhousecs cte., e S S oivas 14
Butchers .. s i i ke S 22
Cantecens <. e il o i o, S ata oS 8
Deiries and Milk Distributors o ol . s ue 5
Fishnungers and Poulterers . Y- idhie saee 1
Food Precparing Premises .... R alh e uih 7
GIo0er8 ... " T RS i S S 34
Ice~-Creann Prenises . o e o alhe LA 3
Restaurants - P e A S5 s 10
Miscellaneous fa24 visits .. S o 5P xiie 4

0o
eal
~J
A




10.

It was not found nccessary t2 serve Statutory Notices
or hawve rccoursc to prosccutions during 1951.

Civil Defence

Tliis commitment, involving Welfare, Encrgency Feeding,
and Ecergency Mortuary Service, begins to take on the aspect
of a najor service as the donands of these branches becone clear
and the nced for workable plans becomes evident., Much time aond
thiught have becn donnted to this aspect of Local Authority
activity and it becones norc apparcnt daily thet thc scale of
the task facing the Council's Officcrs should not be underrated.
A grcat decal renains to be done in this ficld.

SLZCTION D

Housing

The nmunmber of applications for acconmodation on the
files at Deccmnber 31lst 1951 was 1180, which is an incrcasc of
31 on the previous yecar. During 1951, 188 ncw applicants
were registerced and 157 were renoved fron: the lists, the
grcater manber of the latter having been re-houscd.

By transferring nmany of the smaller fanilies fron
the Older and larger-=type houses to new bungelows and two-
bedraoan houses it has been possible to house a nunber of
larger fanilies in these alder houses. The greater proportion
of applications now on the files, for the majority of the
parishes, are fron peaple with only onc child or no children
at all, and approxinctely fifty-ver-ccnt of them are living
in with other families, newver having had a hone of thcir oun.

The fligurcs far the year cnded 3lst Dcocenber 1951
arc ag follovus:=

NJ. of new permanent dwcllings
¢ompleted by the Counell ....,..... 54

NJ. of new mernanent dwellings
conpleted by private cntermwise ... 14

T:}tul L B I B B ] L GE




Ll
Caravens

The area has bcecone widely usced by caravan accupiers
in rccent tines, luchh 2f the present situation has been
preceipitated by the general housing position, but the prablon
is closcly linked with the construction of the Stevenage new
town amd en overflow of population is elso cvideant fronm bordering
districts vhosc attitude to caravan dvellecrs leaves sancthing 15
be desired. The result has been thet the Hitchin Rural District
has had to absorb considerable numbers Jf caravans and the
situation continues to2 grow apace. Mueh time and cffart on the
part of the departnents concerned is constantly nceded to kecp
gbrcast of decvdl opnients.

Onc licensed site, run by private enterprise, exists
in the ares and this ccecanridodates eleven wvans,

Housing = Reeonditioning

Necessary and desirable re-conditioning work was
carried out by private owners, under liccnee, during the year,
affeccting some 29 dwellings. No gronts under the Inprowvericnts :
secctions of the Housing Act 1949 have yct becn appraved.

In addition t2 the re-conditioning work referrcd ta
abdve, repairs and inprovencnts have becn carricd s>ut at nony
preniscs during the year (sce summary of visits ncde by :
Inspecotors, Page 9). i

SECTION E

Inspection and Supervision 2f Fodd

Owing to pressurc of work in other dircetions anly
cursory attention could be given to this important branch of
activity. The need for pragress to be nade in this directiosn
howewer, becane 82 apparent during the year that a report on
the staff situation in the Public Health Departnent was preparcd
and submitted in Decenber. As & recsult of a nost careful
consideration of all factors, it was decided that the scrvices
of a third quelified Sanitory Inspcctar were nceded. The
app2intnent of such Officer should result in discernable inmprowve-
nemt in the coursc 2f tine.

a. Milk

The rosults of sanples taken in the arca are given
hercwith -




e,
Surmary of nilk saninles token during 1951 -

S L e e e

 eampiin Désignoted ' Won- i i
e : and ° | Designated | Tubercule 3acilli
T v { Boh3al mildlks | riilks : TR |
| Satis-  Toiled | Satis- Failed| Pos. Neg. N2 |
| | £ied ' | ' ficd | ; Lesult |
Herts. 5 | ! 5 : |
Funey ‘ | a | bt oot |
Council paesag | 2 et ] TR = i
i : : ! ' 5 i
Other | | | | 1 | :
| Authorities =1 B oy i RS o - =E
| Hitchin | | i e
Rural Dist,. - . - - sl e L e -
Council i | | | i |
| ] | e
] 1 i :‘ - i I
| TOTAL T N e e i B R
kg ; : ! | e )

Total nurber o>f sanmples - 65

be Insnection of necat and osther foods

This routine work continues. Perhans the nost intor-
esting exanple of the useful naoturc >2f this duty is the fact
that, in severol cascs, it has been possible to track down the
origins of certain aninels which were slaughtered without notif-
ication and sent in to the Ministry depots, In tw> cascs, an
aninal was found t> be tuberculous and thanks t2 irnmediate ond
extensive investigation the exact circunstamces 2f the leccurrence
were established in a matter of hours, thus enabling suitable
proteetive action to be taken. The cxplanation o2f such
happenings is usually ignoramce of governing conditions cnd
explanation of these in n> uncertain nanncer leaves the >ffender
in no> doubt as to what rmust be done in the future.

The anount of foodstuff condomncd as unsound and unfit
during the ycar was as fallws:=-

Cwts. Qtrs. Lbs. 0Qzs.

Tiﬂﬂﬂd F:‘Jd. L 3 I— 1 15
FiSh A RN b 8 L— _
Meﬂt TR EE — - I? —

Tl 0 2 ISR s SR S 3 2 8 13




¢, Food Poisoning Qutbrenks

13.

No outbreak of food poisoning has been reported during

the year.

d. Factorics fct 1937

Factories Acts 1937 and 1948

An abstract from the Report submitted to the Ministry
of Labour end National Service an Forn 572 is given herewith =

1.

Inspccetions for purposes of provisions as t2 health
(including inspections nadec by Sanitary Inspectors)

N2 i
Frcnises }Hcrh . Inspcc- : Written Occupicrs
. Notices | Prosceuted

Nuriber of

istor  tions

(1)

(ii)

e |

|
Factories in }
which Seccs.1, j
2,3,4 and 6 a1
are to be :
enforced |

Factories not
inc.in (i) in

is enforcecd by
the Local Auth.

:

:
which Sece,7? 86 | 17

|

|

Other prens.in
which Sec.7 is
enforced by

the Local Auth. | ;
(excl.Qutworkers) F

R S e

e PRl Wi i S IR SRR PR - PR, e TR S SRR

]

i
|
!
|
!
!
|
|

Total ; 107

17

€A




2., Cases in which Defeects were found

s ED of cases In which deiccts found  No. Of .
 Particulars [TL0T 1Dy o0 , To H.M. " By H.M. i rosce-
Fsund Renedied | Inspccs | Inspecc, utions

Want of cleanliness | !
Ovcrerowding !
Unrcasonable tenp. |
Inadequate wventil. |
Ineffective drainage
af floars
Sanitary Conveniences
(a) Insufficient
(b) Unsuitable or
defective .
(¢) Not separatc i
for sexes i
Other offences i ‘
}
|

LI O A |
O A |
1 1 11
[ T i |
LI B B |

L N S

At Ll

arainst the Act i 2

Tatal i 4

Qutworkers. There are 15 outworkers reported in the district.

SECTION F

Prevalence of and Control over, Infectious and other Discascs

During the year lacal notifications of infeetious discase
(after correction of diagnosis) were: Mcasles 248, whooping cough
120, dysentery 39, acute pnounonia 11, scarlct fever 7, acutc
polionyelitis 1, diphtheria 1, erysipclas 1, and infective hepatitis 1

Measlcs and whaaninﬁ cough were noderatcly high in their lncidence,
_ nainly at infant school age, in tho first and sccand quartors.

Scarlet Fever notifications werc remarkably low (total 7). Apart
fron o group of threc children in Astwell they were seoattercd in
distribution and apparcmtly of nild scverity.

%;aentegz natifications arosc nmainty from an institutional >utbreak
"Sonne" infcetion in the first quartcr.

Acutc pneunonis notifications were alnost wholly coincident with
nfluenza prevalence around the month of February.

Acute naliggzglit%a was confined to an adult caravan dweller in o
rural village « the only confimed case in North Herts. durlng
thc YCar.



L0

Dirhtheria - was confirned in hospital clinically (but na%
becteriologically) in one Kimpton child, no other case oceurring
either in Herts. or the neighb:urlnu c:unty at the actual paint
in tine. There was o record of pest immunisation in this ehild,
whose recavery was uncventful. Such isolated case in no way
vitiates the clain that irmrmnisation confers a hich degree of
pratection acainst attack and its offer t2 children contimucs

t2 bec accepted by a large najority of parcnts in the district.

TUBERCULOSIS
Necw Cases and Deaths during the year 1951

i : Ncw Cascs Dcaths
Lce Periods . Hespirufary Han-Respirdfhry Hespirutdmy N;n-ﬂesnirﬂiar
L M- F| 1 hil Il‘. - "IT : H -
i i : ; R
: | : i i ' : i
1 505 | Inohaeatidipars Sl [ st .4 asie S
i : | ? | R
5"“15 i | 1 - : - ' - I; - ! - :} -
! . : I -...,......
15 - 25 Bl 0 L I (LR e g
| | ! | i
265 i BB VLI bl e S | = 1 oe LSS
| ' ' 1 ' (L1058
35 = 45 1 - ' - i = 347 il B - -
. ' i | .
. ? | ; ;
88 » 88, L L i agals o rorbies o= b e s
| il | I | ) |
ard oJver | A QB T d - ! - - - | - - -
i | ] | ' i
i ﬁ : i T :
Totals 1 < B s Py | A TRY - 1 =0 Yia

Deaths allacatced by the Registrar-
General after final transfers

R §ie

,.,,u“. u--ﬂ--

The tatal of new natifications again shows sare mﬁutﬁtiﬁn.
and the single death for the yecar is very favouralble.

) JD

VICTOR R, VALXER =
District liedical Uffiunr
July 1952. of Health -
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