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HITCHIN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 1,

- —_——

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER QF HIALTH for the.yﬂar
ending 3ST DECEMBER, 1943,

To the Chairman and Mcmbers of the Council.

Ladies & Gentlemen,

In nreeentlnb my mwﬁntj -nintk Annual Hemo:t on the
conditions affecting the health of the ﬁ;“hT1Bt, I do 80 in..
accordance with thc terms cf the Ministry, and include therein
such statistics as may be given which are relevecant thereto.

Section A,

Statistics and Social Conditions of the District.

.!:.IEEI {in &ﬂI'EG:J- 5 e 8 5 o8 = g . 9.::. : [y .- 833559-

Hasidential-?opulaﬁiﬂn.- 4 ghL
(Registrar-General's Figire).. ..’ 20,990.

Rateable value awa... e .;.  swk10D , 466,

Sum represented by.a peﬁny rﬂtﬂ;u T 401.0,34.

Number of parisheg in Distriat, .. Wt o O,

Again the. figure givenhby tha-HEgistfar—GenEral reflcets
on the war-time movement , of the . population, showing a slight -

decrease, and in my view,.is nearing- ﬁhat might be termed the
static population of the distrlct . ‘

Vital Statistics, . o i
Bizths, .. o ! |
Legitimate - MEIE,*i?5; Female, 158 : Tatal; aob .
Illegitimate~ Nale, " 93 Female, - 13 Birth-rate, 16.
Deaths. . .

Male, 105; Fomale, 126.. : Total, 231, Peath-rate, 11,
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2.

Deaths of Inrants under one ycar,

Legitimate & Male, 12 Female, 4) “Potal t
Illcgitimate- Male, 1; Female, 1) 18.

Tnfant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 births) = 50.

Still Births.

Legitimate - Male, 4; Female, 3) - Total.:
Tllegitimate- Malc, 1; Female, 0) 8.
Still-Birth Rate -~ =57

The chief causes of death were as follows:-

Cerebro Spinal Fever. e any B
Whooping Cough. vea was . ek e
Tuberculos lsa TR . Sl
Influenza, aes . sem as ves 7o
Malignant DiscasCeese sss se b
Circulatory Discasec,. ‘o O

Pulmonary DiscasCeess & aa sasols
Iﬂf&ﬂt Diarrhﬂcai'..u -;- [ ] li
Violencﬁ. w-.q} "TREEL e .ilblSI

There werc no. deaths frnn Measlecs, Scarlet Fe?cr,
Diphtheria," or’ connceted with Maternity.

Infectious Disecascs.

Chickenpox. e i g as 5?.
'Diphthﬂriﬂ. -;. :-y} q;i-_ 1f

Erygipelags  .wis e swa 1.

Jhunﬁiﬂ@q e "o c;-;ﬁ'r i

Mcasles, N san see 98. - _: :
Pﬂcumoniﬂ. SN . e B. P 3
Puerperal Pyrexia., «a. "o .

Scarlet Fevere... ol i 19.

Sonne DYSGHtTF.-. e sew e - .._:'r‘f 4 k3
TuberculosisS,ceee A P ] SR R T :

Whgnpiqg Gdughg;fi:'i?. ] : 4.

Total. 2561







Section B.

General Provision of Health Services.
1. Public Health Officials.
(a) Medical.

The Medical Officer of Health is a part-time
Officecr holding a Diploma in Public Health.
He is also Medical Officer of Health for
Hitchin Urban and Reyston Urban Districts;
is Assistent School Medicel Officer for the
County and Medicai Superintendent of the
:Isolation Hospital,

(b) Sanitary.

The Scnior Sanitary Inspoctor holds the Certificate
of the Sanitary Inspcctors! Examination Board
(Londen) 1920, including the qualification as an
Inspzoctor of Meat and other foods. :

The Additional Sanitary Inspector holds the
Certificate of the Sanitary Inspcetors' Examination
(Joint) Board and also the Certificete of the R.S.I.
a2 an Inspector of Meat and other foods.

Iaboratory facilitics, Hospitel fecilities, efc.

The arrangements with refercnce to thesec services
continue as in former years, with the execcption that the-
ma jority of pathological spececimcns are now submitted by. Medical
Practitioners, to the Emergency Laboratory Scrvice et Cambridge.

Seetion E;?

e v ——

&

Water Supplies.

Fortunately by reason of tht good work done by tho Council
just prior to thc outbreak of hostilities, the District is in
a good position with regard to water supplies, so much so that
even during the rceent abnormal dry spell, the district had
adoquatc supplics with a few excoptions where isolated shallow
wclls failed to yield their usual supply.



0f the 34 parishes in the districet, 31 have piped
supplics, Therc arc still, however, outlying parts in some
of the parishes, and the parish of Hexton in particular,
where the cxtension of the piped supplics could, with advantage,
bc undecrtaken as part of the iumediate Post-War programme.

Examination of Supplics.,

The usuai routinc mpling of water, as declivercd %o the
consumer, has been cﬂrﬁlcd out with the fol]DW1nﬂ results:-

(2) samples werc taken and subnitted for full
Bacteriological and Chemical Ezamination.

(37) samples taken and subnitted for Bacteriological
Examination only. '

10f these. 33 were entirely satisrfactory.
In addition to this routine sampling, the Enginecr and
Surveyor regularly takessamples of water from the wvarious
porcholes both prior to, and after chlorinavion.

Scwage ﬂnQ;Scﬁggc Disposal.

Here:in their Post-War programme of urgent works, the
Council's, flclu of endeavour for the benefit of the Rural
pcpulat;qn is sccond only to, if not cgual with, their pre-
war cffort to provide a whelesomec water supply to the distriet,
wiileh has had such eXcellent results.

Refusc Collection and Disposal: and Selvagc.

This scrvicc is etanding well up to war conditions and
underwent a severe strain during a pecriod of the yecar under
revicw, owing %o tho breakdown of the Salwvage Lorry wWhich had
$0 be takcn off the roed; consecquently throwing a greatcr
strain upon the rcmaining two freighters. Happily this was
overcome towards the end of the year with the now vehicle
obtainpd, whieh is now doing cxcellent work, the volume of
matcrials collected being reflceted in the regu1a4 mﬂnthly
recports submittcd.

The total for the year under roview is as follows:-

i

Approxinatc ﬁéight collceted of hll_materials - 2,596 tons,

Of this amount, 270 tons of salvage materials were
recovercd and sold, yielding an income of £1,125,11.3d.



6.

The department has been ablec to deal very effieiently
with salvage material, consequent upon the purchasc of a
smnall power baling press which deals with tins in an efficient
and cxpeditious manner, The cost of this machine, together
with the cost of the new lorry, is reflcetied in the reduced
profits compared with last ycar, thc figures being approximately
£150. for the year ending %he 31st March 1944, compared with
£500, for thc year ending the 3lst March 1943,

Sanitary Inspcction of the Arca.

The figures given in the following table, taken from
the carcfully prcpared work sheet kept by your Sanitary
Inspcctors, shows a considesrable increase in the number of
inspecetions carried oub, ccmpared with those*af the previous
year, and is an indication of the amount of work that can be
undertaken by your twe Inspectors in the coursc of a complete
yoar.

Mr. Bladen, who commenced his duties on the 8th January
of the year under rcview, has put forward a consistent cffort
in routine inspecctions generally and housing inspections in
particular,

The figures supplicd arc as follows:=-

Total number of inspcetions for all purposcs = #4,588.

Divided as follows:-

For defccts under the Housing Acts, o vee sue 738.
For defcets under the Factory & Workshop Acts.. cas 99,
For the prevention of Infcctious DiscascSe see oo, . 140.

As to the Sanitary Condition of Schools & Public Heolls. 15.
Inspccetinns under the Milk & Dairics Orders sss eese 1,873,

Inspeetions of slaughter-houscs, butchers shops, cte. 529.
For the prevention of Nuisanccs. S sena aen 159.
Inspcetions of drainage, conversions, ctCe s coe 226.
Inspections of watcr supplics and samplings .« ee "o 174,
Supervision of Refusc Collecction and Salvoge Disposal. 293.
Supervision of Salvage. e e = see e 393.
Inepcctions rec Rats and Miec Destruction. s e 30.
Inspections under Shops Ach, 1934, i .t aaie 7y Ay

Unclassified (A.R.P., Food Decontamination,.cte). «.. 417,




Scction D.

Housing.

It will be .notcd in the foregoing teble giving the
sunmary of inspections made, ‘o relatively large number of
houscs have becn inspceted. Approxinmately 90 per cent
o thesc have been properly surveyed and detailed particulars
taken and recordcd under the praviﬂions of the Housing Act,
with ¢ view to future aetion in connecction with Post-War
Housing,. ks

Towards the cnd of the ycar thecrc was o noteable
incrcasc in:the cmount of work being undcriakon fnr,thc
renair and rcconditioning of houscs. This is a good sign
end it is hoped that owncrs will take full advantagc of . the
opportunities afforded in Circular No, 2871, to carry out ag
much esscntial work as the availablc labour and material
will allow.

The provision of new dwclling houscs which, as stated
in ny previous rcport, had reached a very low level has,
during the yecar under review, rcached zero, there being no
new dwelling houscs of any descripbion complcted during the
year 1%43.

It is truc that during the ycer a start was made for
the ereeticn of 12 cottages for agricultural workersjand ‘it
is hoped that by the time this rcport appears, some of them
will be recady for occupation. Your Surveyor is to be
congratulated on the typc of cottage and the accommodation
provided therein, I should be happy to be able to wvisualize
that all egricultural workers in the Rural Distriect of
Hitehin would be as satisfactorily housod during the next 10
years as those fortunate cnough to scceurc the tecnancy of the
cobteges now in ccursc of erection.

In thls GﬂﬂﬂEﬂthﬂ the Council have a nﬂt too casy
task in deceiding on the best action to be taken in respect of”
many of the rurzl cottages which are obsolete in charocter

and dcsign and offer little, if any, scope for the provision-t

of the amonities and facilitics which housewives at the
proscnt day now cxpcet - nay <omand,




8.

Sanitary Improvements.

In spitc of rcecstrictions as to labour and materials,
works for the sanitary inprovencnts of dwelling houscs, is
EDntlnﬂlﬂb toc occupy a fair portion of your Inqpcctors‘
time.

The figurcs for thc ycar erc as follows:-

RC“{lraiﬂC::.C- R .. e e PR LI 30-
Sanitary Improvements, including drainage. 12.
ﬁthcr improvumqnts and altcravions. LR 1

Tvio Abatecment Naulco were -outstanding nt Deecember
31lst, 19435.

No applications were rcecived for Granbts under the
Housing {(Rural Workcrs)} Act.

Secetion E,

;nspggpion and Supcrvision of Food.

Milk Supnly.

There are now 1€0 Registcred Produczers or Producor-
Retailers, 32 of whieh arc liccnced for the production of
Aceredited Milk, and 12 for the production of Tuberculin
Tecsted Milk, whilc 22 registerecd dairymen carry on the
trade of Rotail Purveyors only within the district.

Aq will be scen from the summary of inspections made,
thosc referring to Milk & Deirics prcecmiscs, show a consider-
able increasc in the amount of work cerricd out, from whiech
- We have every:rcason to hope for.a continuecd. imprﬂvcmcnt in

thce mcthods .of produetion, :

In addition to visits paid, your Sﬂnitary_Inspactars
have token samples for cxamination as follows:-

(&) Milk (Spcecial Designations) Order,
as -agents for the County Counclla.s.«..80.

(b) Netional Milk Tcsting & Advisory Schome, -
co-operating with the Ministry of "7
Agriculturc & FisherleB.issssesvessneaslbfa i

The samples in Category A arc collceted and forwarded
to the Ministry's Laboratory at Cembridge, while samples in



Catogory B are colleected in the carly morning by your
Inspcetors, for the Ministry's Laborctory Assistant to
pick up at Hitechin to takc to St. Albans for cxaminations
Results of all samplcs arc communieated to the Public

" Health Departnment, 82:99% of which. arc satisfactory.

In all cascs of unsatisfactory samplcs of Designatod
M-lkst following up visits arc madc and further S.HPICS
taken until satiufaction iz obtained; Where ursatisfac-
" tory rcsults arc communicatcd to the Produccrs unﬂcr the
National Milk Teetving & Advisory Schemc, offieials of the
War Agricultural Exccutive Committec have carried out the
neccssary chquirics, )

It is with mixed feclings orec lcarns of the possible
transfer of this Advisory work on Milk Production, from
the Local Authoritics to a Contrail Authoriity. Toaa
satisficd - so far -as the Hitchin Rural Distriet. is
gonccrned - that no complaint lics on the scorc of inodeg-
quatc or unsatisfactory supervisory work.

QO0OCORCRALOT00R

Mcat and other Foodss

Notwithstanding the fact that there is no .actual

laughtoring carricd out within the district, incrcascd
aetivity has becn shown during the yecar by rcason of the
nocd' for morc constant inspcetion in meat supplics, not
only in butchers' shops, but cf the large quantities of
stored foods in the Alistrict, and the fact that bofore. -
any food in camps, cantecens and stores, can be dealt with
ac unfit for human food, a Cortificetc from your Inspectors

hos tﬂ be cbtained,

. Bekchousces and othcr Food Storcs have not been over-
looked, whilec the British Restourants and Cantccns through-
out tlic district have beecn wisitcd, both with rcfcrcnce to
the @ood stocks and thc conditions undcr which mcals arc
provided, and 1 am happy to rcport that the utanahrd of
'-cleanllncss in thﬂsc prcnlscq, has beoen roportef as highly

satiaractﬂrr. - -













