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WYCOMBE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Public Health Department,
Bellfield House,
80,0xford Road,
High Wycombe.

September, 1971

To the Chairman and Members of
Wycombe Rural District Council:

Madam Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my report for the
yvear 1970.

Once again there was a sharp increase in the estimated
population of the district - at 70,660 exactly 1,100 above
that of the previous year.

Births numbered 1,312, 8 more than in 1969 and the birth
rate per 1,000 of the resident population was practically
constant at 18.6.

There were 551 deaths so that the increase in the
population by natural processes was 761.

Of the deaths there were Z61 from diseases of the heart
and circulation, 124 from cancer and 87 from diseases of
the respiratory organs. 20 infants died during the first
vear of life, the infantile mortality rate per 1,000 liwve

births being 15 compared with the national rate of 17.



There was very little in the way of infectious disease,
the only disease reaching double figures being measles which
produced 90 notifications. With wvaccination against this
now available it is likely that future years will see a
substantial diminution of incidence of this common disease
of childhood.

There were only six notifications of tuberculosis and
only one death. There has been a tremendous reduction
in the incidence and morbidity of this disease but unfortun-
ately it has been replaced by lung cancer as the scourge of
humanity.

Indeed nowadays most illness is not accidental as in
the past but is brcught on by people themselves by
indulgence, smoking, drinking and overeating, not forgetting
venereal disease,

The year 1970 marked the retirement from office of
Mr. J.P.Perry, Chief Public Health Inspector, after forty
vears service with the Authority and it is appropriate to
put on record appreciation of the excellence of his work
and his devotion to duty over so many years and at the same
time to welcome his successor Mr.B.R.Nagle.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
A.J.MUIR

Medical Officer of Health
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STATISTICS
Area In acres .....s.a e e gy 71,232
Population ( S L R T ey . G L
Registrar General's estimate of population
mj.(l 19?0 b#pﬁ"@ﬂl"“l.d‘!ﬂli#ii“ D‘ﬁGD
Number of inhabitable houses on 3lst Dec,1970 22,562
Rateable Value as at 3lst March,1971....... £3,368,906
Estimated Product of Penny Rate 31st March,1971 13,859
General Rate in the Pound .......:5500:0.. . 12/11
Rate Product (net) including Grants ....... £2,188,589
EXTRACT FROM VITAL STATISTICS
Live Births
THMBEE woncmomm monw wangin-pinse R SRR 1,312
Rate per 1,000 Population ...ceocsesss 18.6
Comparability Factor ...... R e .98
Adjusted Birth Rate..... L 18,2
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of total
J—ive birtl-is * & 8 & 5 8 O F 0 @ 5 9 F 0 @ @ e 8 & & ¢ & & & 8 O 5
Stillbirths.
Nun:ber ® 9 & F F 7 F P08 S F S S E R R RS 15
Rate per 1,000 total live & still births ]
Total Five afid BL11Y DITERE scow e e s smmne 14527
Infant Deaths (Deaths under 1 year) ....... 20
Infant Mortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total
]ive birt’hs & & & & & & & & & & &5 F B & & &5 F F F 2 ¢ B F B 15
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate
EAEE BATTCLES: e e am e s o e as e w e e e 16
Tllegitimate infant deaths por 1,000
lllegltlmatﬂ l_l‘l.-"E blrths R R R N RO B I B ] -
Neo-natal mortality rate (deaths under 4 weeks
per: 1,000 total live Birthsl).....sssve 12
Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate (Deaths under
1 week per 1,000 total live births ... 11
Perinatal Mortality Rate (still births & deaths
under 1 week combined per 1,000 total
live&stlll births} R T T T I T R T I 2-2
Maternal Mortality (including abortion)
number of deathS sss03s3s00sscssses0ea Nil
0.0

Rate per 1,000 total live & stlll births...



DEATHS
Nunbd® of deaths : « @ % % = % % 5% « & # @ @ @ Male 292
Female 259
Total 551
Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated population Tt
CDmparahilit}" Factor & B & B % & B @ B 5 B B B B B & B B & F F B B B 8B P 111{}
Adjustﬂd Lﬂl:a.l Death RatE R R R I ) 8-6
Death Hate le Eﬂgla]ld & Wales B B B & & & 4 & & B & 2 & & 8 8 @ 114?
INFANT MORTALITY
20 infants died under the age of one year.
Male Female Total
Lagitimate .eeesneans 12 8 20
Illegitimate scceesse - - -
12 8 20

This represents a mortality rate of 15 per 1,000
related births compared with 18.0 as a general figure for
England and Wales,

Neo-natal mortality rate is 12 which is the same as
the national rate,

MATERNAL DEATHS

(a) From puerperal sepsis c.speses0ss O
(b) From other maternal causes ....s 0
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TABLE_OF DEATHS

Disease

10,

lbi

1?-
18.

19.
20,
21,

22,

Enteritis & other diarrhoeal
diseases

Malignant neoplasm, Buccal Cavity

ﬂtl'.'-ln
Malignant neoplasm-Stomach

(1] n

Oesophagus

" "

Lung
Bronchus

Breast
Uterus
" L Intestine
Benign & unspecified neoplasms
Leukemia

Malignant neoplasm - Prostate
Other malignant neoplasms
including neoplasms of lymphatic
& haematopoietic tissue

Diabetes Mellitus

Avitaminoses etc.

Other endocrine,nutritional &
metabolic diseases

Anaemias
Appendicitis

Other diseases of nervous system
& sense organs

Chronic rheumatic heart disease
Hypertensive disease
Ischaemic heart disease

Other forms of heart disease

Males

T e 5 2

25

L2 I L

i

i,

Females Total
- £
- 2
3 10
- 3
o 32

16 16
1 1
6 11
2 3
1 t
- 5

14 k¥
3 l
4 | 1
- 1
2 2
= 1
2 Iy
2 5
4 6

63 142

12 26



Disease

235,
24,

854
26,
27.
28.
29,

30r
SL.
32-

535
34,

35.
36.

37
38.

39:-

40.
41,
b2,
43,

Cerebrovascular disease

Other diseases of the circulatory
system

Influenza

Pneumonia
Bronchitis,emphysema

T/B including late effects

Other diseases of the respiratory
system

Cirrhosis of liver
Peptic Ulcer

Other disease of the digestive
system.

Nephritis & nephrosis

Other diseases of the genitourinary
system

Symptoms & ill1l defined conditions

Diseases of the musculo-skeletal
system & connective tissue.

Congenital anomalies

Birth injury.,difficult labour &
other anoxic & hypoxic conditions

Other causes of perinatal mortality

Motor wvehicle accidents
Al]l other accidents
Suicide & self inflicted injuries

All other external causes

TOTALS

Males Females Total
24 33 57
13 12 25

3 3 6
24 27 51
17 25

e 1 L

1 5

s 1

3 b4

6 T
2

1 Iy 5

- 1

1 1

L

5 5 10

2 1 3

3 5 10

2 3 5

2 2 Iy

1 1 2

292 259 551
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CANCER DEATHS

Deaths from Cancer ( all ages)

MBTER o uawmsee i v s e 76
Females sevvceosencses W ; 48
124
Yearly comparison of cancer deaths:-
KR o R e R R . 124
LO6Y ooosada R e e L e 110
5% 0 7 i s R - 124
LIBT wmmomcsnsmn s oo s R G 102
1260 sovus CURiaR: SO S s . 112
1965 svvevuneras O N T R 76
PO cariens S S R R 92
The following organs were affected:=-
Buccal Cavity s e o i 2
Oesophagus 0 0 e srs s s
Stomach R R R RO e g 10
IET S LI GG SRSV S sSaaisien ae e 11
Lungs e A S TSl 32
Breast A L e AT, 16
HESEWE = i iv e an s aie it e a s aoa s 1
PEGEEEER.  wowwwm do s s w R 8 5
ey STEeE e s eEEs v et iy . 37
Benign & Unspecified Neoplasms... 3
LENMISEMIER oo veimu dom wm s s e e : ly

1
TUBERCULOSIS DEATHS

Tuberculosis Death Rate ( all cases)........ .017
Total Deaths - TuberculosSis sescessse S 1.
Respiratory Tuberculosis Death Rate......... OL7
Total Deaths - Non Respiratory Tuberculosis. -
Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis Death Rate..... -
Total Deaths - Respiratory (excluding
TuberculosSis).sssseesassse 87

Respiratory Death Rate (excluding Tuberculosis) 10.

o i,

]



POPULATIONS, BIRTH AND MORTALITY RATES FOR THE YEAR, 1970

Population Registrar Crude Crude
I Census General's . Birth Rate Death Rate
: 1961 estimated i per 1,000 per 1,000
Population Population Population
mid-1970 _
Wycombe Rural 51,252 70,660 “ 18.6 70
m
England & Wales 46,071,604 48,987,700 16.0 11,7




NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS) 1970

i

Total Un-
Cases der 1 2 3 4 5-9 10-14 15-24 25+ Age
Noti- 1 Yr. yr. yrs. yrs. yrs, yrs, yrs, yrs Un-
o fied vyr. known
| Scarlet Fever "t - - = - - 3 - 1 = i
| Whooping Cough - - - - - - - - - = =
f
| Acute Poliomyelitis
| Paralytic - - - - - - - i = i -
Non Paralytic
Measles 90 S i SE - 38 6 - - 1
Diphtheria - - - - - = & = = 2 =z
wbn:nm Pneumonia - - = - - - - - - - 3
Dysentery /s - - 1 - 1 1 | % 1 -
Smallpox - - - - - - = - = - -
Infective Jaundice 5 - = - - - 1 2 - 2 -
Acute Encephalitis - - = - - - - = - = -
Infective
Post Infections - - - - - = - s - e -
Enteric or Typhoid |
Fever - - - - - - - - - - =
Paratyphoid Fever - - = - - - - - - = =
Eryvaipelas - - - - - - - = = = o
Meningococcal Infectn. 1 - - - - - - - 1 - -
Food Poisoning - - - - - - = - = - =
Puerperal Pyrexia - - - - - - - - - - =
Ophthalmia Neonatorum -° - - - - - - - - e -

TOTALS 10% 7 R i ) T 43 8 2 3 1
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TUBERCULOQOSIS

NEW CASES DURING THE YEAR - 1970

Age TUBERCULOSIS - New Cases
Perioas | Respiratory Non Respiratory
| M F M [ F
1 be 2 | : .
10 - - S |
15-24 B § i R 3
[ |
25_ L4l 2 1 s | = |
hs_64 i]: 1 - : 1
65+ i 1 = i
TOTALS 1 b - 1 i
DEATHS DURING THE YEAR - 1970
Age TUBERCULOS IS = Deaths
5 Respiratory Non Respiratory
Periods M 3 M ‘ F
i . i ) " P
10 - - - ! s
15 i * - -
25 - 44 - - < -
45 - 64 - - s %
65+ - 1 - -
TOTALS - 1 = -
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VACCINATION AGAINST POLIOMYELITIS

All persons under forty are eligible and also those
above that age who may be at special risk. 1,143
immunisations were given in Wycombe Rural District Council
area and 38 boosters,

MEASLES VACCINATION

1,502 children were vaccinated against measles

IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA
WHOOPING COUGH AND TETANUS

In 1970, 1,232 children were vaccinated against
diphtheria, 1,284 against tetanus and 1,211 against whooping
cough. 1,306 renewals were given,

B.C.G., VACCINATION

Since 1954 vaccination against tuberculosis has been
offered to 13 year old pupils. In 1970, 2,109 children in
the Wycombe Division were tuberculin tested and 1,786
negative reactors were vaccinated,

SMALLPOX VACCINATION

984 vaccinations were performed during 1970, and
re-vaccinations nurbered 124,

TUBERCULOSIS

6 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were notified.
There was one death from pulmonary disease,
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HOSPITALS

Hospitals available to local residents are as follows:-

General - High Wycombe
Amersham
Stoke Mandeville
Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury
Battle Hospital, Reading
Canadian Red Cross Hospital, Taplow
Marlow Cottage Hospital
Maternity - Shrubbery Maternity Home
Townlands Hospital, Henley

Amersham General Hospital
Canadian Red Cross Hospital

Fevers - Maidenhead Isolation Hospital
Slade Hospital, Oxford

Mental - St. John's Hospital, Stone

AMBULANCE SERVICES

These are the responsibility of the Bucks County
Council. The local station is at West End Street, High
Wycombe.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948

No action was necessary under the provisions of
this Act.
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CESSPOOL EMPTYING 1970

I am indebted to your Engineer & Surveyor for the
following figures:-

DISTRICT Estimated

Gallonage
Removed

|
Monks Risborough, Askett, Gt.& Lt.Kimble
Kimblewick, Marsh, Terrick, Butlers X,
Ellesborough, Dunsmore, Cadsden, White-
leaf, Green Hailey, Owlswick, Meadle,
Princes Risborough 2,397,000

Bledlow, Saunderton, Horsenden, Bledlow
Ridge, Radnage, Spriggs Alley, Chinnor
Hill, Longwick, Ilmer. 2,578,000

Downley, Piddington, Lane End, Wheeler

End, Bolter End, Cadmore End, Ibstone,
Stokenchurch, Water End, Studley Green,
Horsley Green, Beacons Bottom, Fingest,
Frieth, Turville, Turville Heath,North

End. 2,613,000

South End, Hambleden, Fawley, Skirmett,
Medmenham, Bovingdon Green ,Marlow Common,
Loudwater, Wooburn Moor, Wooburn Green,
Wooburn Common, Cores End, Hawks Hill,
Berghers Hill, Bourne End, Hedsor, |

Heavens Lea, Harvest Hill,Flackwell

Heath, Winchbottom, Handy Cross, Booker,

Gt. & Lt.Marlow. 2,831,000

Hazlemere, Penn, Tylers Green, Gt.

Kingshill, Widmer End, Four Ashes, Cryers
Hill, Spurlands End, Naphill, Walters Ash,
Hughenden Valley, Speen, Lacey Green,

Loosley Row, Hampden Row, Parslow Hillock,
Bryants Bottom, North Dean, Braden am,

Gt. Hampden. 2,510,000

TOTAL ... i a s s e e 12,929,000
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ANNUAL REPORT

O F T HE
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CH I E P | - e R HEALTH I N8 PECTDOR

To the Chairman and Members of
the Wycombe Rural Distriet Council

Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen

I have pleasure in presenting my first annual
report on the Environmental Health Services for the
vear 1970

The year has been, in many ways.  a memorable one
from the public health point of view. Mr J.P. Perxry
retired after 40 years loyal service with this Council,
and his last report, coming as it did in European
Conservation Year, gave an extremely interesting
account of the dramatic improvements in the local sani-
tary circumstances of the Wycombe Rural District since
the thirties - The Life expectancy of a child born
in 1970 is 75 years - a vast improvement on those
pre-war davys.

He went on to highlight the reasons for the promo-
tion of European Conservation Year 1970, and concluded
that health is not merely the absence of disease, but
the positive concept of health in a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being.

The fact is that the massive technological develope-
ment and advancement over the last 100 years. coupled
with the population "explosion", have combined to pollute
the air, land and water to unacceptable levels

Fortunately technological development not only
brings pollution in 1ts wake, but also has the answer to
its control. It is just that the two have got out of
phase. Pollution Control costs roney, and affluent
soclieties will have to pay more for their consumer
durable '"necessities "

This state of affairs has happily now been recog-
nised by many countries,. In Gt. Britain a Standing Royal
Commission on Environmental Pollution has been appointed.
and has already published 1ts first report
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Britain was also fortunate and unique, in having on
the statute book, laws tec control pollution as long ago
as 1863, which together with the Public Health Act of
1875, the firsit of the comprehensive public health control
laws, have been broadened progressively to produce a form
of co-operation from industry and the public alike not
seen anywhere else. We can certainly lay claim to having
some of the most effective and practical anti-pollution
legislation in the world.

Whilst there is no room for complacency, with so much
still to be achieved, most levels of pollution are on the
way down in Britain.

The natural snvironmental systems have a great, but
not infinite capacity to dilute, break down and re-circulate
pollutants, and it is up to us to continue to redress the
balance of nature, by using the wvery technology that helped
to create the unacceptable levels of pollution.

Pollution is of course also closely related to popula-
tion, and with the explosive growth rates during the last
hundred vears, some authorities feel that this is the
biggest factor in the pollution of our environment.

The other main cause for concern, is the provision of
adequate housing, through urban renewal, by rebuilding,
and repair and improvemenit of existing houses, not only
for homeless families and the growing population, but also
for the people living in structurally unsound houses and
those houses lacking in basi: amenities. According to the
Registrar General's projection for Great Britain, a total
population of 64.6 millions for the year 2000 is expected.

From this figure it is possible, due to the downward
trend in the size of households, to project a household need
in the year 2000, for 22.2 million dwellings, as against
18.7 million dwellings in Great Britain at the end of 1970.
This requirement of 3.5 million houses is in addition to the
2.1 million houses at present unfit, and taking no account
of the burden of housing that is deficient in amenities,
and/or likely to become unfit during the next 30 years.

An additional factor 1increasingly to be taken into
consideration is that rising incomes for younger couples
will bring a desire for more space, more privacy, and more
amenity value, than a great deal of existing housing can
ever hope to offer.
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The satisfactorv house in a satisfactory environment
must be the aim. Otherwise general! Improvemeni Areas will
not be worthwhile - traffic curtaiiment and a Tew green
trees do not create a satisfactory neighbourhood, if the
housing stock is too far gone to improve properly, to a
fitness standard worthy of 2000 A.D.

There is no doubt that rent control, originating in
1915, but more particularly since 1945, has been responsible
for much of the decay in the Nation's older housing stock.
By the autumn of 1970 it became obvious that the provisions
in the Housing Act of 1969 for the new more generous
Improvement Grant schemes, coupled with a small measure of
rent increase, spread over a numbev of vyears, was not
sufficient incentive to the landlords of the privately
rented sector of housing. Less than 4,000 controlled
dwellings lacking basic amenities have been improved
since 1969.

Some 3 million houses were lei on unfurnished tenancies
in England at the beginning of 1966 OR 20% of the total
stock of houses, and in the last five vears this figure has
fallen by 500,000 at the rate of i% per yvear to a figure
of 15.4%.

The majority of landlords own one or two houses and
many of them are poorer than the contreclied tenants, who
enjoyv an average rent of 85p per week outside London,
whilst the average reguiated or "fair rent" for de-
controlied houses is approx 5.85 x-vhe Groass Yalue. The
average weekly rent of Local Authority dwellings outside
London is £2.18 p. and of course most of these are
subsidized at the moment.

Small wonder that as privately rented houses become
vacant, ithe houses are sold for owner/occupation, which
is the other major factor in the silent revolution going
on in housing. Nearly 8} million houses in England are
ownet'/occupied and the number has been increasing at
an average of about 1% per year since 1951.

In 1914, the percentage of owner/occupiers was
approximately 10%.

By 1951 the proportion had increased to about 30%.
By the end of 1970 the figure is an impressive 51.4%
of the total stock of houses in England,
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It seems that home ownership will now be the aim of
the majority of households and it is forecast that the
percentage of owner/occupiers will rise by a further 10%
by the end of the seventies.

Towards the end of 1970, the Government were promising
a radical change in the whole system of housing finance,
which would create the right financial conditions for a
final drive on the unfit houses, and the rest of the 2.5
million privately rented houses in England desperately in
need of renovation and improvement. The proposed new
National Rent policy should not only raise unfurnished
private house and council house rents to new "fair rent"
levels over a number of years, but will bring the 2.5
million tenants of the private houses into local authority
rent rebate or allowance schemes as well.

With private landlords able to obtain a fair return
on their investment, local authorities will be able to
require "fair repair®™ for a "fair rent", which together
with the encouragement® of an improvement grant and/or a
loan for the applicant's share of the costs, should
gradually remove dilapidation, disrepair and lack of
basic¢ amenity from the housing scene.

This represents a new deal in housing and is based on:-

(a) "Fair" rents for all unfurnished tenants
who can afford them;

(b) A rent allowance for those who cannot;

(¢) Concentration of Exchequer subsidies on
Local Authorities with the worst housing
areas, so as to finance a final assault
on the slums.

The tollowing report gives a summary of the work
carried out by my Department during the vear. The numbers
of visits recorded by the Public Health Inspectorate to
Food premises, Offices and Shops and Factories, were all
up on last vear, and were the result of a systematic
survey of their areas by the districi inspectors. In
addition they all began to take a major part in the survey
of houses under the new Improvement Grant provisions of
the Housing Act, 1969.
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These additional wvisits and surveys represent a
maximum effort in all fields and have been supplemented
by hundreds of unrecorded personal and telephone inter-
views. I wish, therefore, to thank all members of my
statt, without whose loyal services, the results given
in the report would not have been possible.

In conclusion, Madam Chairman, my thanks are due
to you, and all the members of the Council for the help
and zupport you have given me.

lalso wish to record my appreciation of the help
and encouragement of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of
the Health Committee, and of Dr Muir, and te thank the
other Chief Officers of the Council and members of
their Departments to whom, on many occasions both I,

and members of my staff, have turned for information
or assistance.

[ have the honour to remain,

Madam Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

B.R. NAGLE

Chief Public Health Inspector
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Housing—The Private Sector




Housing Improvement

Before conversion — Two unfit cottages to be repaired and improved, to form
one satistactory house.

After completion — provision of modern kitchen and bathroom in ground floor
extension. Damproofing of walls and floors and renewal of internal labric



HOUSING - THE PRIVATE SECTOR,

In Gt. Britain to-day there are over 2} million
people living in dwellings which are not only unfit, but
sited in a deficient environment. Another 4% million
people live in houses which though not unfit, lack one
orr more of the basic amenities, and are in need of
repair.

There was a net increase in the total stock of
houses during 1970 of 243,000, making a total of
13,?31,D00¢ The downward trends in the provision of new
houses, and the demolition or closure of unfit old houses
continued. These trends must be stopped. Existing
rates of building and demolition must be maintained and
even raised again, if the preseni unfit houses are to be
cleared by 1990 to 2000.

This will have to be backed by extensive programmes
for the improvement of houses which are worth saving,
and it is encouraging to note that 56,0068 more houses
were improved in Gt. Britain than in 1969.

Housing Act, 1969.

It has been clearly established that it i1s sound
soclial and economic sense to prevent old houses deterio-
rating into slums and to avoid as far as possible, the
breaking up of an established and well integrated
community by the clearance and redevelopement of the
whole area. Houses which are beyond repair must go as
gquickly as possible. Older houses which are fit, or can be
made so, must be modernised and then kept in repair.

In England and Wales Improvement Grants approved
for private owners went up from 76,384 in 1969 to
110,533 in 1970, - a 44% increase but generally
Councils have still not reached a satisfactory rate
of improvement.

In areas of housing where private tenanted accommo-
dation predominates, as 1 have indicated in my intro-
duction, owners are not taking up Improvement Grants,

It is to be hoped that the long awaited reform of
housing, the new natjonal rent policy, and the rent
rebate scheme for private tenants will encourage and
enable owners to invest money in the improvement of
their properties if they can see a '"fair return'" on
their investment.
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Within 2 months of the launching of the Housing Act,
1969, his Council, determined to improve the greatest
possibie number of houses, to the highest pcssible standards
throughout the Rural District, charged the Health Committee
with the responsibility for this new drive for the
Improvement ani Repair of clder houses. An interdepart-
mental team was set up between the Engineer & Surveyor and
the Chief¥ Public Health Inspector on the one side and the
Clerk of the Ccocuncil and the Treasurer on the other, to
deal with the expescted increase in applicants, In
addition tc the National Publicity Campaizn a statement
of intent, was given to the Local Press, a2nd letters were
sent to all owners of houses in the Counzil s informal
improvement arsas. This Council's keynote is maximum
help and encouragement to applicants within the rules
laid down by the Act -~ the esseniial feature is that
upon an enguiry being made to the Council, the applicant
is supplied by the Chief Public Health Inspector with a
detailed "OQutline Schedule of Works" after a thorough
inspecticn of the property concerned, indicating the
improvements and regairs for which the Council will pay
grant at that particular hcocuse, together with full
details of how to zubmit the scheme for zpproval.

=h el

This first advisory wvisit. and the subseguent
"schedule of works" has been found essential to clear up
doubtful points, remove misconceptions and encourage a
comprehensive scheme of proposals. This is a time con-
suming but wvital stage, which ensures that the official
apprlication. when submitted to the Survevor is in the
coerrect Torm and capable of efficient processing to the
approval stage, It also sensures that the improvement and
repair proposals are adequate and produces the highest
Possible standard in each case.

During 1970 no less than 222 houses were the subject
of "Outline Schedules of Works. This is a tremendous
achievement and represents a 300 per cent increases in
effort over the year before, on the part of the inter-
departmental team.

This approach Is paying dividends on the lines envi-
saged in Circular 46/71 issued by the Department of the’
Environfient and this Ccouncil s record is se<ccnd 10 none in
the County, in their applicavion of the Improvement Grant
provisions
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35 Standard Grants and 27 "discretionary" Improvement
Grants were paid in 1970. Altogether 1,096 properties
have been given grants since 1954, The number of grants
paid in each year are as follows:-

Year. Improvement Grants. Standard Grants.
1954 1 |

1955 55

1956 5%

1957 58

1958 59

1959 96 3
1960 59 52
1961 55 25
1962 34 31
1963 52 43
1964 34 59
1965 17 38
1966 24 535
1967 & 59
1968 1i 49
1969 16 39
1970 27 35

Since the coming into operation of the new more
generous provisions of the Housing Act, 1969,in October,
1969, the numbers of properties which have been the
suject of an official "Qutline Schedule of Improvements
and Repairs" qualifying for grant aid are as follows up
to the period ending 31st July, 1971.

Improvement Grants......... - Th f

Standard GrantS.:.ieies e 116

The majority of these will be paid during 1971 - 72.
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Clearance o Rﬁhahilaplgg and ImErovemenL of

Unfit Houses.

As a result of Circular 92/69, from the Ministry of
Housing & Local Government, which requested Local
Authorities to increase their attack on the unfit
housing that remained, both the Health and Housing
Committees set up a joint Health Housing Co-ordination
Sub-Commiitee to co-ordinate the work cof re-housing
people from unfit houses.

At the end of 1970 I reported that of the balance
of 190 houses reported as unfit in 1969, 52 had been
vacated since 1ist April, 1970, and 45 families re-housed
by the Councili.

The =state of fitness of older houses is however a
fluctuating problem and needs constant revision. The
Housing Act 1969 requires Local Authorities to carry
out further surveys of houses in their districts, and
I intend to make a start on the inspection of older
houses throughout the district during 1971.

Action has proceeded throughout the year to deal
with unfit houses and as a resul’ 53 houses were the
subject of formal housing action, further details of
which are given in the table on Page 25.



Housing Improvement

Three end cottages the subiect of housing action to secure improvement and
repair of the whole of the terrace.

3 0 S
2] =

Four cottages improved 1o a high standard under one ownership, The two end
of terrace cottages then sold for owner/occupation,



Housing Improvement

Provision of modern kitchen and bathroom with separate internal W.C. in
semi-detached house built 1900. Rear door, moved to new intervening lobby,
obtains better arrangement of kitchen and work sequence, and allows for

larger window.



Housing—Controlled Tenancies

Pre-1939 semi-detached house. with bathroom and w.c., the subject of an
application for a “fair remt”. Controlled rent £1.26%1 per week. Proposed
regulated rent £5 per week exclusive of rates.

Pre-1900 unfit terraced cottages let at 231p per week. Extensive repairs and
improvements required, but rent too low to allow other than emergency repairs,
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HOUSING - SUMMARY OF NOTICES SERVED.

T - Sl .

Proceedings under Sections 16,17 & 35 of the

(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

(3)

(6)

(7)

(8)

Number ﬂf_hnuses dealt with under
Section 16 of the Housing Act, 1957:.:e:0.

Numbexr of houses the subject of
clﬂslt]g Grders:'T“"E‘ﬂ-fH?"I!-’llilllijl'-iill

Number of houses in respect of which
demolition orders were made...covseossosees

Number of houses the subject of under-
takings not to use for human habitation
When -‘l'.ac-d';Edl‘-l‘-ﬂuorr'r-l-:hcn-l-lﬂn-lllaln-l-l-l-rll

Number of houses the subject of under-
balkdnes Lo DEPAIE . was wamee w0 s e R

Number of houses repaired as a result of
undertakings given by OwnersS....:os 0000020

Number of houses demolished in pursuance
of demolition orders........ S e R .

(i) Number of demolition orders revoked...

(idi) Number of closing orders determined...

Proceedings under the Public Health Act, 1936.

(1)

(2)

(%)

e e s e e

Houses in which defects were remedied after
the service of informal/formal notices.....

Houses the subject of informal/formal
action to secure connection of soil
drainage systems Lo SewWerS.:csscsssssssssssas

Houses the subject of informal/formal
action to secure conversion of P.C's into
h"..(_.,-qﬁ ----------------- TP Y WY Ao o e e L R L ol Y OB &

Houszes the subject of formal/informal
action to secure provision of food stores..

53

11

Nil

22

2
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:ummqﬁg_af House Repairs and Sanitary

T - -

~ lmprovements effected, 19.G
(a) 1Interior of Houses.
Rising dampness eliminated.....coesvoooncesunss
Penetrating dampness eliminated.....ocsc0060aassa
Condensation eliminated. .cssensesvarssossenens
Ceilings replastered..c.ssssssscsosssasssssnsonise
Walls replasterad. scsisdio oisnme sdssieme de e e nsm
SINKS PErONTEE s 6 e am e s s e s a e e e e e R
Defective windows repaired:cscscoscescssssnsas
Floors repaired or renewed...csssesvsoooss oesss
Door= repaired and made weatherproof.....cees
Stalrcases YepAIYed. . csvic e simas e sismmbiee omie ouae
Proviesion of andrail to 8taile..cusces s sewve
Defective skirting boards repaired or renewed.
Fireplacs or Range renewed or repaired..ssss:.
Provision of cooking facilities..ccvovsonvoens
Provision of wventilated food store....sceeeoeeee
Ventilation to larder provided...ssecsssesssass
Increased window area provided..cecsasnosssesss
Artificial lighting provided:.:csscasessosssss
Cold water storage tank ballvalve renewed.....
(b) Extericr of houses.
Houge Foofs repAliYed, . . ossenonesssnsssssnsssess
Walls repointed and/or repaired...:sesvcessoss
Eaves gutters renewed or repaired....cssse00s3
Rainwater pipes renewed or repaired....ceoeoeas
Rainwater tank covel Tenewed .. s s abssnesans
Chimney stacks repointed and/or repaired......
Pamp-proof coursse provided;icisiveesesesanesesan
External woodwork repailredaocecscoosssssaessees
External woodwork repainted....issciveissvensvas

o
&1

39
57

il

33
28

13

10
10

10

= b W

26
39

14

14
Lo

18



(¢)

(d)

Drainage and Sanitation.

Front and/or rear paving to house provided,

Defective, leaking or overflowing cesspools
repadred or renewetd. . oces e oo ismsoneon

Drains/sewers cleansed from obstruction....

Drains and sewers renewed or repaired......

Houses provided with a satisfactory drainage

S}rstemnln'lf-n.\tlnnqr.[gu-gl:...g-q-.n-rl-.n--ii-l-ll-id

Water closet and or W.C. structures repaired

r‘enewed‘if'\-u-ﬂﬂ-:‘dﬁ-ﬂ.iii'dﬂlbliilill=J.

Iﬂllq,{:-p Pllﬂ'ﬂlliﬂg repﬂ.irﬂdo.-n:n--w-.nnuotot

Miscellaneous,

Accumulations of refuse etc., removed....
Nuisance from insects and pests abated..

Fue-i Stﬂr‘e prﬂVidEd:n-uu-t-n-&d--na-nonniill-lll

O

W

11

W

16
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WATER SUPPLIES

In Gt. Britain today over 99% of the population ‘has
a supply of potable mains water. There are therefore few
incidences of disease from waterborne agents. Water hygiene
has not, because of its past success, become of lesser
significance and importance, but remains a cornerstone of
the preventive health service,

The Government are supporting further research into
de-salination processes, bunded reservoirs in areas like
the Wash, and into treatment of river waters,

The growing demand for water and the need for
conservation was spotlighted in the late fifties, resulting
in the formation of the Water Resources Board with a
responsibility to see that available water was deployed to
the best effect to all users,

This increasing demand for water is creating prob-
lems for statutory undertakers, In many areas adequate
supplies from unpolluted sources are not always available
at an economic cost and it is becoming accepted practice
to obtain domestic supplies from rivers containing a high
proportion of sewage and industrial waste effluents.

The future pattern of organisation in the clean
and dirty water field is the subject of considerable
discussion, and it is possible that the functions of the
river authorities, the sewage disposal authorities and
the water supply authorities will be merged in one
organisation within the forseeable future,

It is estimated that the demand for water will
double by the end of the century. Suggestions for
meeting this demand include esturial barrages,; river
abstraction schemes, more surface reservoirs, large scale
re-use of effluents and industrial wastes anddesalination
projects, Health considerations must govern the speed and

extent at which these trends occur.

Local Water Supplies.

In our own district a public water supply is
available to practically all householders throughout the
area. Such a fundamental provision for the health and
comfort of the community is all too often taken for

granted,
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Local authorities have a statutory duty to determine
the sufficiency and wholesomeness of water supplies in
their districts, Constant surveillance is excercised to
ensure that water suppiies are not subject to contamination,
and water sampling is frequently carried out by the Public
Health Inspectorate.

The undermentioned water undertakings operate in the
Council'!s district:-

Bucks Water Board

Rickmansworth & Uxbridge Valley Water
Company

Bucks Water Board.

Reports received from the Board indicate that the
water supply in the area has been satisfactory in quality
and quantity during the year 1970. Regular bacteriolog-
ical examinations have been made of both raw.and water
going into supply. All waters were chlorinated before
distribution.

None of the water distributed contained fluoride above
0,1 p.p.m. and none of the water is plumbo-solvent.

As may be expected there has been a further increase
in the demand for water, and works carried out recently in
the district to improve =supplies for the Board include
completion of the final stages of development of the Bourne
End Station. This source 1s now capable of producing 5
million gallons per day. Another scheme is in progress at
Medmenham designed to initially abstract 4.0 million
gallons per day and at a later date to increase this to
8.0 million gallons per day. At Radnage a 24" borehole
has been putit Hdown to enable water from this borehole to be
taken into supply.

Rickmangsworsh & Yxbridoe Nalley Nater Lompany.

Reports received from the Company also confirm that
their water supplies are satisfactory both in quality and
guantity. Bacteriological samples are taken at least
weekly from all pumping stations, reservoirs and towers,
clong with others from the distribution system; chemical
samples are also taken frequently.

The fiuecride content is negligible, (less than .02
p.p.m. Jand the water is not plumbo soclvent.



Other Sources.

T e —

There are comparatively few houses which are not

within reach of public¢ water mains. The occupiers of
zome houses, however, still derive their water from
well= and rainwater tanks. In certain cases individual

properties are away from water mains, in other cases
owner-occupiers with limited incomes are reluctant to
incur the cost of a main water supply where the mains
are not within a reasonable distance. whilst the
occupliers of other dwellings have a prejudice in
favour of theixr individual supplies as compared with
a main water supply.

Supplying main water to houses which are isoclated
presents a financial problem which is often overcome by
asking house-holders to make a special contribution
towards the cost of extending the water mains.

Water Sampling.

(a) Private Water Supplies.

During the year 24 samples were taken by the Public
Healfh Inspectors from private water supplies serving
houses, food premises and factories.

Based on the classification suggested by the
Ministry of Health for non-chlorinated piped supplies
only 9 results could be considered satisfactory after
bacteriological examination and/or chemical analysis.

Owners of the properties with water supplies mnot
conforming to a satisfactory standard were requested to
provide a wholesome and sufficient supply.

(b) Public Water Supplies.

During the year ib samples were taken by the Public
Health Inspectors from the public mains in the wvarious
parizhes throughout the Rural District, for bacteriolo-
gical examination. All proved to Le satisfactory.

i) Number ot In .*:.FP.F':-'_;_T_iEl_I_]_:-:tI .

s rmw e

A total of 47 visits were made in connection with
samples of private and public supplies of water, and
extensions of public water mains to serve isolated

groups of houses.
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Food Hygiene

Clean food premises and equipment and clean food handlers are wvital to
the production and sale of clean food.

Proper stock rotation. and some form of MNational date stamp or coding sysiem
for perishable foods, 1s essential 1f the sale of mouldy. stale or unfit food 1s to
be reduced.
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SUPERVISION OF F0OD SUPPLIES

Food Handlers

Those who prepare and handle fond whether commercially
or in the home are an important source of contamination.
The hands can all *too sasily transfer germs from the human
body to feood and the result may occasionally be
disastrous.

Everybody who handles food at any stage of its
journey ought to understand the importance of personal
hygiene, and =specially the waszhing of hands after using
a sanitary convenience or blowing one's nose.

Alongside personal hygiene in importance comes hygienic

handling of the food itself,. Most food poisoning
organisms are Killed by thorough cooking. In the refri-
gerator they may survive but cannot grow to harmful propor-
tions. In between the temperature of the oven and that of

the refrigerator is the gentle warmth of the kitchen and
this is the condition in which germs thrive and multiply.
The danger is even greater if the food having Yeen cooked is
stored overnight and then warmed before use next day.

Other importanti measures to prevent food peoisoning
include clean premises and equipment. Good premises how-
ever are not sufficient, the food handlers must play their
part in the drive for cleaner, safer food, indeed it is
true to say that theirs is the major role,

It must be remerbered that clean food handlers can
produce clean wholesome food in premises with little
equipment, but food prepered in kitchens with the rost
elaborate fittings may e unsafe if staffed by dirty food
handlers.

Food hygienes cannot be accovplished by punitive action
alone,. The human element is 2 wital factor, and the
Public Health Inspector's major role in this field must be
in educating food handlers, at their place of work.

Education must play an ever increasing part in
promulzating healthy environmental conditions generally.
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Education in its widest sense, including public lectures,
newspaper and magazine articles, radio and television pro-
grammes, food djesz exhibitions ete

To achieve food hygiene success by public education
is a long term policy. The less spectacular method of im-
parting knowledge is in the course of routine inspection
of food premises, when bad practices and faulty technigques
can be observed and corrected on the spot.

In this sphere of work the public health inspectors
have been actively engaged advising traders on the appli-
cation of the Food Hygiene Regulations, in order to ensure,
where necessary, improved conditions and practices where
food is being prepared, stored or sold for human consumption.

Food Hygiene (General) Regulations. 1960

Since the introduction of the Food Hygiene (General)
Regulations there has been a marked improvement in the
focod hygiene standard of food shops and catering establish-
ments bo'h in regard to the condition of the premises and
the food handling practices.

In progressin; towards clean food, much has already
been done by the food trade by way of improved food quality,
packaging and display, of food.

There is still room for improvement however, and in

this connection, the public¢ can play an important part.

The discriminating customer will buy in shops which are
clean and bright, where the goods are attractively displayed
and properly protected, and where the assistants have clean
overalls. The same may be said of restaurants. The more
discerning the shopping housewife is the more efficient

and hygienic the shopkeeper's method must be.

During the ¢ar 571 visits were made to the two poultry
packing stations one of which is in full time production,
averaging 43,800 birds per week, 36 visits were made to bake-
houses and baker and confectioner's shops. 74 to butcher's
shops. 19 to fried fish shops and fish-mongers, 32 to green-
grocers, 84 to cafe, hotel, factory canteen and transport
cafe kitchens, 208 to general grocers, 165 to licensed pre-
mises and clubs. 89 visits were made to ice-cream premises
and wvehicles



Clean Catering

The better the kitchen and equipment, the easier it is to obtain a high standard
of food hygiene, with educated food handlers.



Clean Catering
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38 visits were also made to food hawkers, 1% to marke*® stalls.

144 to food shops in connection with the inspection of un-
sound foods, 19 to dairies and milk distributors, 1,184
visits re inspections of meat and slaughterhouses making a
total of 2,677 wvisits to food premises during the year,

Frozen Foods.

The considerable increase in the sales of chilled and
frozen produce means that there are large gquantities of
food which to produce their optimum standard of fitness
should be maintained at temperatures well below 50° F,.
There 1s evidence that there are 1in existence many sales
refrigeration units which provide no more than an
appearance of c¢old storage and are not effective for the
purposes intended.

It has been estimated that in i968 there were about
45,000 oui of date frozen cabinets still in use. and it
would perhaps seem that there is *oo mu_h emphasi=z on the
sale of frozen foods as a field of marketing rather than
refrigeration being used for the protection it gives <o
the foods displaved.

Containers should be fitted with a device which dis-
closes any material rise in temperature which has occurred
and could result in a deterioraition in the safety, food
value, flavour or appearance ol the food in quesiion.

Temperature regulations are also necessary 1o require
that meat products., cooked or partly cooked food be
stored below 409 F, dairy producis should be stored in
their proper chill range (up to %29 F) frozen food should
be maintained below 2002 F and quick frozen foods below
0.2 F, 1Indicating thermometers for refrigeration units
should be mandatory.

Home Deqp Freezers.

— R H S

There has been a rapid increase during the past few
years in the number of domestic deep freezers now in use
and the trend is likely %o conftinue as the price of food
rises. The dangers regarding frozen food already elabora-
ted on above apply just as much to a deep freeze 1n the
home as in the shop and it 1s to be hoped that the house-
wife i1s well aware of this.
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Section 16, Food & Dr_gﬁrﬂct419;7

32 premises are registered for the preparation or
manufacture of sausages, potted, pressed, pickleg or preser-
ved food intended for sale.

Ice Cream

The Ice-cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1959
permit the use of a complete cold mix powder or ligquid
providing that after reconstitution the liquid mix must
then be frozen into ice-cream within one hour. As far as
the soft serve freezers are concerned this has created problems
in that although the freezers have hoppers which keep the mix
at a temperature below 450F the mix may be retained in this
manner for indeterminate lengths of time and thus break the
law in not being frozen into ice-cream in one hour,

Providing the vehicle is properly constructed, main-
tained and wvehicle and equipment®t thoroughly cleaned daily
in accordance with a strict code, by the operator, there
would appear to be no great risk to public health in this
respect.

More adequate safeguards could be ocbtained however if
powers to licence such vehicles under the present provisions
of Section 21 of the Food & Drugs Act 1955 were introduced.
Regulations under this section have never been made and with
the increase in the sales of soft ice-cream particularly
from mobile vehicles, there is a need that they are first
examined before operation.

In this district 95 premises are registered under
Sect