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WYCOMBE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Public Health Pepartment
Bellfield House,
80,0xford Road,
High Wyvcombe,

October , 1968

To the Chairman and Members of
Wycombe Rural District Council:
Mr.Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I submit my report for the vear 1967,

1967 saw no end to the yearly increase in the
population of the district, At 63,680 this was 2,090
above the fizure for 1966, Births exceeded deaths by
816 so the balance l,27% can be attributed to inward migra-
tion. There were 1.295 births, 71 more than in the
previous year but because of the rise in population there
was only a marginal rise in the birth rate from 20.1 to

20.5 per 1,000.

479 deaths occurred - a drop of 66 on the previous
years number, Of the deaths 224 were from diseases of
the circulatory system - cancer coming next with 102,

there being a substantial drop in the lung cancer deaths
which numbered 15 compared with 34 the previous year,
It would be pleasing if this had any significance but this
is too much to hope for.

Infant deaths numbered 16 an increase of 3 so that
having regard to the increased number of births there was
a slight rise in the infant mortality rate from 10,62 to

12.4 per 1,000 births, the neo natal rate being 10,.8.




Measles was prevalent during the year there being 748
notified cases. Scarlet Fever accounted for 23 notifi-
cations, tuberculosis coming next with 6, with one death
attributable. The tuberculosis figures are very pleasing
continuing as they do a consistent trend over the last few
years., As regards measles 1t may quite well be that the
present vaccination campaigh will do away with the two-
yearly epidemics which have been characteristic of this
disease .,

In conclusion, I acknowledge my indebiedness to Mr,
Perry and his staff for their great assistance so freely

given.

I am,
Your obedient servanti,
A.J.MUIR

Medical Officer of Health



STATISTICS
BEed i ROTBE (i cessnsstsssendasedssssdssnes 7lg232
Population (1961 Census) ssceccesssssssssosone 51,252
Registrar General's estimate of population
]Tl.ld ]{J{I? a8 00 @00 08§ ﬁ?’gﬁaﬂ
Number of inhabitable houses on 31st December
1967 . ' 19,937
Rateable Value as at 31st March 1967 .......£2,725,823
Estimated Product of Penny Rate,3lst March 1967.£10,880
General Rate in the Pound ..:550238¢3222850822292 11/%
Rate Product(net) including Grants .. .-=,,~£1150ﬁ,055
EXTRACT FROM VITAL STATISTICS
Live Bairths
Number .-... B (B e e e e S Sl SR we ) 205
Rate per 1,000 Population c...cos00ccesean 20.3
Comparability Factor ..s:ss:- g 0.98
Adjusted Birth Rate..scssssisanniss caeeee 199
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of total
live births ssasnse S a—. 4.9
Stillhirt—llﬁ llllllllllllll & F & B & F @& 2 & ¢ & B 3 o8 B F B P
NUIBET v oow s simm ms mom o ad Shs a8 8 ew s Sas o swe 12
Rate per,1000 total live & still births . 90
Total Live & Still Births sssc00200s0c00eeees ‘ 1,307
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year) soceesceo.s 16
Infant Mortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total
Tive Dirths ssesesniesasnres .. 1B
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legiti-
mate live births........ e 12,1
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000
illegitimate live births 15.6
Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under & weeks
per 1,000 total live births)............. 10.8
Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under
1 week per 1,000 total live births!.. ... i
Perinatal Mortality Rate (still births & deaths
under 1 week combined per 1,000 total
live & still births)...... v os— 21.4
Maternal Mortality (including abortion)
Number of deaths oc-:cssssss2sa0020s ossssss» Nil

Rate per 1,000 total live & still births.. 0.0
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Number of death= ¢ & o 5 v o 5 % 4 Male 224
Female 25§
479

Death Rate per 1,000 of the Estimated Population nd
Comparability Factor ....,... R e e e e 1.11
Adjusted Local Death Rate ........ A W i s 8.32
Death Rate of England & Wales sesassesessessangd Ll
Tuberculosis Death Rate., Total County assesessvse 0.027

INFANT MORTALITY

16 infants died under the age of one vear.

Male Female Total
Legitimate ..000045 10 5 15
Illegitimate ...0.00 0O 1 1

10 6 16

This represents a mortality rate of 12,4 per 1,000
related births compared with 15.7 as a general figure for
England and Wales,

Neo-natal mortality rate - 10.8 compared with a
county rate of 11,4

MATERNAL DEATHS

(a) From puerperal sepsis PR 0

(b) From other maternal causes A 0
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LLs
12.
15.
14,
15,
16.

8

19,

20,

21,

TABLE OF DEATHS

Disease

Tubercu1031s1resp1ratory . s
Tuberculosis, other ...,....
Syphilitic diseases oo o0
BIpEReRIa Gih i iint e e _—
Nhoaplig Cogh waesvaebsesiss
Meningococcal Infections ..
Acuté Poliomyelitis® ..:s0e00
Measles o.oscssescucosnssaa
Other infectious diseases .,
Cancer,stomach ...:...... R
Cancer ,lungs .ioeieq+i 80 8ok
Cancer, DIrendt o evmasicss
CaARCEr i BEETUE i eieseme
OTher Cancers cue v v
Leukemia, aleukemia ......,.
Diabetes ...... SRR R

Vascular lesions, nervous
EYEtEm O ® 0 0 F 8 &8 60 8O0

Coronary diseases,angina...

Hypertension with heart
diEEESE & & & 9 & o & & & O 8 & 4

Other heart diseases ¢..q690

Other circulatory diseases.

Males Females Total
1 - 1
1 - 1
i 1 1
Y 7 11

12 3 15
- 12 12
- 3 3

26 a5 59
2 - 2
1 - 1

26 4o 66

50 42 92
'y 5 9

10 28 38

10 9 19
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Table of Deaths (Continued) Males

28,
29.
50.

31,
32.

33.

Maternal

INFLIVERER swibwm e s : o
Pneumonia ..... — 16
Bronchitis .:ide 56 a5 19

Other respiratory diseases5
Gastric & duodenal ulcer 2

Gastritis, enteritis &

diarrhoea i |
Nephritis, nephrosis. 2
Hyperplasia of prostate 3
Pregnancy,childbirth &

abortion -

Congenital malformations 3

Other defined & 1ill

defined diseases .... 15
Motor vehicle accidents 6
Other accidents .....- 3
SNICIAE o560 00 PR 2

All cansSes wsssasss 294

MATERNAL MORTALITY

Females Totals
1 1
19 35
2 26
4 9
;] 5
i | 2
1 3
- 3
3 6
21 36
9
6 9
3 5
255 479

Rate per 1,000 Total

(Live & still) Births

5 & @

causes,excluding abortion
Hue Lo abortion: &iessiesss S
Total maternal mortality ,

0.00
0.00
0.00
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CANCER DEATHS

L
= e —————————

Deaths from cancer ( all ages)

MalesS soaencrcnnae L

Females

iiiiiiiiii

Yearly comparison of cancer deaths:.

1967 ...

1966 ... .

LOGE o ioai .
1968 & awwes vainases
1963 ...

VEREIDE o i iom o o v i
LB s e

The following organs were

Stomach ssanesasaa e
Lungs PV S .
Breast ..

UEEEUE i iasesanseses
Other Sites ssass65000

Leukemia

B op m o8 3o FOE B R P S N

----------

1111111111

TUBERCULOSIS DEATHS

Tuberculosis Death Rate (all cases)......

Total Deaths-Respiratory Tuberculosis..,..

Respiratory Tuberculosis Death Rate......

Total Deaths- Non Respiratory Tuberculosi

Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis Death Rate
Total Deaths = Respiratory (excluding

Respiratory Death Rate

Tuberculosis)

Tuberculosis

& @ @ # @ &

(excluding

----------

102
112
75
92
]
9%
89
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B LT
99T
9°61
o gt 4

Crude Birth Rate
per 1,000
Population

G 'TL
gL
c*h

978
6°Q

Crude Death Rate
per 1,000
Population

9100
€c0’0

£€0'0

Tuberculosis Death Rate
per 1,000
Population

QT
H*ST
6°9T

l;[_'.'['
VAR |

L

Infant Mortality Rate
per 1,000 Births

€T
8°0T
e'ET
6°6

Hh*TT

Neo-Natal Mortality
Rate per 1,000
Births

000
00°*0
2500
0c*0

Maternal Mortality per
1,000 live and still
births.
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TUBERCULOSIS

NEW CASES DURING THE YEAR 1967

! Tuberculosis - New Cases
| Age Periods
' Respiratory Non Respiratory
M F M F
0 - = o -
1 - - > =
5 - 3 -
10 - - - -
L5 1 E - =
25-44 2 - - -
4564 2 1 - 1
65 + - - -
| Totals 5 1 = 1
DEATHS DURING THE YEAR 1967
Tuberculosis -~ Deaths
Age Periods. Respiratory Non Respiratory
M F M F
0 B = o e
i - = = =
5 = - = =
10 - - - =
15 5 - = 2
25-44 - “ - o
h5-64 1 -~ X =
65 + i 5 o

Totals ! 1 - - -
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VACCINATION AGAINST POLTOMYELITIS

This is carried out as formerly on an area basis,
All persons under fori v are eligible and also those above
that age who may be at special risk.

Oral vaccine is normally given at six months -
the course comprising three doses at monthly intervals
and a fourth dose is given at five years of age, The
vaccine may be given concurrently with the triple
vaccine against diphtheria., whooping cough & tetanus,

IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA
WHOOPING COUGH AND TETANUS

A combined vaccine 1s used to immunise against these
diseases.

In 1967, 1120 children were immunised against
diphtheria, 1119 against tetanus and 1073 against
whooping cough. There were 1746 children "boosted"
against diphtheria.

SMALLPOX VACCINATION

845 vaccinations were performed during 1967, re-
vaccinations numbered 43,

B,.C.G,VACCINATION

Immunisation against tuberculosis was offered to all
13 year olds attending the secondary schools. After a
preliminary tuberculin test all negative reactors were
vaccinated. In this Division 1494 children were tested
of whom 1285 were vaccinated - roughly 88% of those
tested,

TUBERCULOSIS

> cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were notified, 1
non pulmonarvy. There was one death from pulmonary
disease,
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I0SPITALS

— e —

Hospitals available to local residents are as follows

General: - High Wvcombe
Amer sham
Stoke Mandeville
Roval Bucks Hospital,Aylesbury
Battle Hospital, Reading

Canadian Red Cross Hospital.Taplow

Maternity:- Shrubbery Maternity Home
Townlands Hospital, Henley
Amersham General Hospital

Canadian Red Cross Hospital

Fevers: - Stoke Mandeville &

Maidenhead Isolation Hospitals

Mental:- 5t. John®s Hospital, Stone

AMBULANCE SERVICES

These are the responsibility of the Bucks County
Council. The local station is at West End Street, High
Wycombe .,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948

Section 47 - No formal action



CESSPOOL _EMPTYING, 1967

I am indebted to your Engineer & Surveyor for the

following figures:-

| |

' Dist- Estimated

| Tict Gallonage

; o Removed
1. Ilmer, Longwick, Owlswick, Meadle,

|

Princes Risborough. Monks Risborough, .

Askett, Gt. & Lt.Kimble, Kimblewick, |

Marsh, Terrick, Butlers Cross. Ellesborough,
Dunsmore, Cadsdean, Whiteleaf . Green

Hailey, Gt. & Lt, Hampden 2,448,200

Bledlow, Bledlow Ridge, Horsenden, Saunder-

ton, Routs Green, Radnage , StﬂkEHEhurCh;

Water End, Studley Green, Horsley Green|

Beacons Bottom, Spriggs Alley. ' 2,901,800

Downley, Piddington, Lane End, Wheeler !
End, Bolter End, Cadmore End I 2,700,440

Frieth, Ibstone, Fawley, Hambleden,
Turville, Skirmett, Medmenham, Fingest
Bovingdon Green, North End, South End. 2,266,650

Gt & Lt.Marlow, Sheepridge, Tylers Green,

Penn, Loudwater, Wooburn Moor., Wooburn, |

Wooburn Green, Cores End, Hawks Hill, |

Berghers Hill, Bourne End, Hedsor,

Heavens Lea, Harvest Hill, Wooburn Common,
Flackwell Heath, Well End, Winchbottom, |

Handy Cross., Booker. 2,124,050

Gt.Kingshill, Widmer End, Four Ashes,
Cryers Hill, Spurlands End, Western

Dene, Naphill, Walters Ash, Coombe Lane ,
Boss Lane, New Road, Trees Road, Terriers,
Eastern Dene, Speen, Lacey Green, Loosley
Row, Hampden Row, Parslows Hillocks,
Bryants Bottom, North Dean. Bradenham 2,366,450

TOTAL PR R R IRl R e 14,807,590
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RAINFALL,1967

I am indebted to the Director of the Forest
Products Research Laboratory, Princes Risborough, for the
following particulars of rainfall recorded during 1967

! Rainfall recorded at Princes Risborough
Station: 333 feet above sea level

| .
Monthly No.of days lLarEEEt Rainfall
; Mg Rain- on which rain ;
| onth fall fell with .01 Date Amount
: o more measured. !
Inches ! Inches
- January 1.68 15 22nd 0.45
. February 2,36 12 127th 0.65
March 1,74 12 | 8th 0.55
| i
CApril 1.81 13 110th 0.44
| May 5.22 23 1hth 1.02
| June 1,81 5 25th i
| July 2, 7l 9 22nd 1.83
| August 1,98 14 18th 0.46
; September 2.4] ! 16 i Lhih 0.53
October 5,09 | 22 ' 3rd  0.52
2 | |
Novemher 1.86 - 14 . 2nd 0.56
I

December | 2,49 18 '19th 0,70

Totals 31.19 173 i 8.74




ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

FOR THE YEAR 1967

To the Chairman and Members of
the Wycombe Rural District Council

Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report
on the Environmental Health Services for the year
1967.

I desire to pay a sincere tribute to the Chairman,
Vice-Chairman and Members of the Public Health
Committee for their active interest and support in all
matters affecting the sanitary conditions of our

district.

M}- thanks are Esr}eciall}' dUE- Lo l'.ﬂj.!. []]f" nlt',‘m'b(!t‘:':

of my staff, without whose help and lovyval co-operation
during the vyear, the results given in the following

pages would not have been possible.

I am.

Mr Chairman, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant.
J P+ PERRY s

Chief Public Health Inspector.
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The work of the Council is reflected to some extent
in the report submitted under the following sections:-

Page.

SECTION 'A" HOUSING. o s ossa ;o el
SECTION 'B' WATER SUPPLIES.. 25 = 27
SECTION 'C° SUPERVISION OF

FOOD SUPPLIES... 29 -~ 43
SECTION 'D! CLEAN AIR..cs544 45 - 48
SECTION ‘E° SANTTATION .56 0s 49 . 50
SECTION 'F*? PEST CONTROL.... 51 = 53
SECTION 'G! FACTORIES,

OFFICES & SHOPS 55 =~ 64

SECTION '"H' MISCELLANEQUS b5 - 71






Housing

Four unfit cottages converted, repaired and improved to form two three-bedroom
houses, with integral garage.

Repair and improvement of an unfit cottage.
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SECTION "A'

HOUSING ,

The Problem.

In the 1966 annual report I stated that since the
war some 700,000 properties have been demolished and
more than 2 million people rehoused, and that during
that time just over 1 million houses have been improved
with the aid of grants. Also that it had been esti-
mated that about three quarters of a million houses
are below the present minimum standard and that approxi-
mately 3 million lack one or more of the basic amenities
of W.C.; cold water tap, hot water supply and bath,

A recent survey however, carried out by a team of
public health inspectors seconded to the Ministry of
Housing & Local Government has shown that the size of
the unfit section of houses is much greater than had
been previously estimated. The Ministry have concluded
from this survey that there are 1,800,000 unfit houses
instead of about 800,000 as had previously been believed.
Further sample surveys by public health inspectors are
to be carried out in larger urban areas with pressing
housing problems.

The high hopes of the immediate post war years
that our housing problem would quickly be solved have
not been realised. The scolution still appears to be
a long way off in many areas, and in all areas
shortage of new accommodation, elimination of unfit
houses, improvement of older houses, multiple occupa-
tion, overcrowding, repair and maintenance will be
with us for many vyears.

Bad housing is recognised as one of the major
environmental health problems. It required more
that the elimination of unfit houses; it demands
the provision in old as well as new heuses of all
the facilities we now consider necessary for comfort
and healthyliving, coupled with a clean atmosphere
and the elimination of unneccessary intrusions such
as noise,
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The Housing Plan,

The Government White Paper on housing entitled "The
Housing Programme 1965 to 1970" defines a National Plan
to give greater priority to housing than it has had for
many vears., The aim now 1s to increase the rate of new
building to half a million a year by 1970 and to intensify
action in connection with the complementary tasks of
keeping structurally sound houses in good repair; in
improving those which lack modern amenities and finally
in demolishing and replacing those which are unfit,

House Improvements.

The White Paper proposes a shift of emphasis in the
housing programme from new house building to the improve-
ment of older houses. This involves increasing the
present rate of improvement from 130,000 a year to
200,000 as soon as possible.

The Housing Act 1964 empowered local authorities
for the first time to compel owners to improve tenanted
houses in improvement areas and tenement blocks, and
elsewhere at the request of the tenant. Up to the end
of 1967 however, only 200 local authorities had initiated
compulsory improvement action. Of these 133 had
declared improvement areas and 162 had taken action on
dwellings outside improvement areas or on tenement
dwellings. This action resulted in the improvement of
2,551 dwellings in improvement areas and 860 other
dwellings making a total of 3.411.

In order to stimulate action the enthusiastic
interest of local authorities, their officers, house
owners and tenants must be secured. More attractive
grants are needed and freely available loans- together
with a simplification of administrative procedure.

The present powers are complicated and require a long
drawn out procedure, involve the threat of purchase
notices, provide for a tenant to delay progress for

five years and do not apply to owner-occupiers, A
simpler, quicker method is needed by the serving of a
direct improvement notice, which subject to appeal to
the magistrates, provides for enforcement by penalty or
by work in default. This power to serve notices should
extend to owner-occupiers.

Although persuasive powers muct be the principal
means of approach to owners, the ultimate success is
directly proportionate to the compulsion which might
eventually be brought to bear.,
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Standards of Fitness.,

The present standard by which the fitness of houses
for human habitation is judged is that contained in
Section 4 of the Housing Act, 1957. This standard is
low and out of date with the result that houses lacking
amenities which are now accepted as essential have to
be regarded, in a legal sense, as fit. The application
of this standard can do little more than ensure that a
house is kept at a standard at which it was constructed,
and provides the bare necessities of shelter.

The weakness of the Section 4 standard has, 1in
effect, been acknowledged by the introduction first, of
the discretionary grants scheme, then the standard
grants scheme and, finallv, the compulsory improvement
scheme in the Housing Act 196%4.

A new "penal" standard of fitness is urgently needed
and a twelve points standard applicable to discretionary
improvement grants would be a far more realistic means of
Judging the suitability of a house for occupation than
the existing fitness standard.

Repair and Maintenance.

The powers of local authorities to secure the repair
of properties have often been criticised and considered
to be inadequate. Under the provisions of the Public
Health Acts, houses are required to fall into disrepair
to such an extent as to constitute a statutory nuisance
before an owner can be required to carry out repairs
to remedy defects.

Local authorities also have powers under the Housing
Act 1957 but they can be used only if a house 1is unfit

when judged by the standard in section 4. Furthermore
a landlord cannot be made to make a house fit for human
habitation if this is not possible at "reasonable
expense'", This expression which has never been
legally defined has caused great concern to many
officers of local authorities. The Association of

Public Health Inspectors proposed in 1964 that "reasonable
expense" should be dropped from future housing legis
lation. There is an increasing need for local authorities
to possess powers to enable them to insist on the proper
maintenance of houses so that they are kept in good

repair, and not as at present await the deterioration of
houses to such an extent as to constitute a statutory
nuisance or become unfit for human habitation before the
owner can be called upon to remedy house defects.
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Review of Housing in the Rural District.

A survey of houses to determine unfitness and
suitability for improvement is pertinent to approxi-
mately 14600 houses in the district.

It has recently been estimated that there are
approximately 200 unfit houses in the area. Progress
in dealing with these properties will be dependant to
a large extent, on the availability of housing accommo-
dation for the occupying families. The suitability of
houses for this purpose will in some measure be dependant
upon the relative positions of the houses to be demolished
and the houses to which the families are expected to move.

Many persons living in unfit houses wish to remain
in villages or areas where they have lived for many vyears,
and a problem then arises when the policy is to build
council houses in the more thickly populated parts of
the district.

As 1ndicated in the previous report a Pilot Scheme
was undertaken in connection with securing the improve-
ment of houses, and following this scheme a survey of the
whole district was carried out. Over 1,200 houses were
inspected and owners of the properties encouraged to
improve their properties. During 1967 a further 715
visits have been made to houses in the districi for
this purpose,

During the year under review grants paid by the
Council numbered 45 comprising 6 discretionary grants
and 39 standard grants. Altogether 919 grants have been
paid since 1953; the number of grants paid in each year
from 1954 to 1967 being as follows:-

Year, Discretionary. Standard.
1954 11

1955 55

1956 54

1957 58

1958 53

1959 9 =
1960 59 32
1961 55 25
1962 34 31
1963 52 43
1964 54 59
1965 17 38
1966 ol 35
1967 6 39



(a)

(b)

Proceedings under Sect
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HOUSING - SUMMARY OF NOTICES SERVED

e —

ns 16, 1/ & 55 of the

(1)

(2)

(3)

(%)

(5]

(6)

(7)

(8)

-

10
Housing Act, 1957

Number of houses dealt with under
Section 16 of the Housing Act 1957......

Number of houses the subject of
closing oxrders...q:v.. : Y

Number of houses in respect of which
demolition orders were made.......

Number of houses the subject of under -
takings not to use for human habitation

when wvacated.....

Number of houses the subject of under -
CARRINEE VO PopaLily cois e eidine dneie e

Number of houses repaired as a result of
undertakings given by owners..,.

Number of houses demolished in pursuance
of demolition Or@BT S, « e e e s wm S

Number of demolition orders revoked. ..

Proceedings under the Public Health Aci ]Qi@d

{1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

L |

i 0 .

-

Houses 1n which defects were remedied after

the service of informal/formal notices..
Houses the subject of informal/formal
action to secure connection of =o0il

drainage systems Lo SeWerS:..eaais06a0:

Houses the subject of informal/formal

action to secure conversion of P.C's into

w.c-.’s. A & & & O %8 & 8 @ @ F F 88 B A R 3RS AW 3 1 5 @

Houses the subject of formal/informal

action to secure provision of food stores

oo

L |

~J

L

10

>3

P2



(a)

(b)
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Summary of House Repailrs and Sanitary
Improvements effected, 1967.

Interior of Houses.

Rising dampness eliminated....c.c0essc0casa0s0

Penetrating dampness eliminated....coco000000:

Condensation eliminated.:..sssssccsosossesassanso
Ceilings replastered.ccscesssosssansascoasanasos
Walls replastered....sscsessscscsvincesssnonss
SinksE provided..cicrsosssnonsosesssstaseosassn
Defective windows repaired or reneweds.c.cso0 00
Floors repaired or renewed. . cdesisiossane sans

Doors repaired and made weatherproof.ssoescoos:
Stalrcases repalred. . .oiaes sisedosssnnssasseessn

Provision of handrail to stairs...:.oss00003%¢%¢as.%¢

Defective skirting boards repaired or renewed..

Fireplace or Range renewed or repaired....cecoe

Provislon of cooking FacllitleS:.:scosonsinasis

Provision of ventilated food store..socecoooseaa

Ventilation to larder provided.c.sscscoscssas

Increased window area provided.....:cc0600e63 0=

Artifacial 1ighting Provided. . s o6 nocosssenssas

Cold water storage tank ball valve renewed....

Exterior of house§¢

Penetrating dampness eliminated. ..coessissosssens

Hougs roefs repalrediisisssilaseivcinesmeensans

Walls repointed and/or repaired...scceosssssnsa;

Faves gutters reéenewed or reapalred,.i.sosoeveiiie

Rainwater pipes renewed or repaired....cc-0s:4

Hainwater tank cover renewed:: cooecssocnsecosssn

Chimneys stacks repointed and/or repaired......

Damp—_‘pf‘{}ﬂr COurse pf'DVidEdu B8 B & B B8 B B O e DO O 00D B G

External woodwork repailred. ..y ssiscisesoescssss

External woodwolrk Tréepalilted. . o oo v s s s ae il

19
19

%5

23
33

b7
36
-")f.|

—

WowD WD

B2 N W 20 A

36
41
23
% |

26

14
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(c) Drainage and Sanitation.

Front and/or rear paving to house provided,,...o0.¢ 9

Defective, leaking or overflowing cesspools

repaired Or renewed. . v oo esssosesnensencnsseneneonn, ¥i
Drains/sewers cleansed from obstruction.......... 5
Drains and sewers renewed or repaired...... weew N
Houses provided with a satisfactory drainage
BRI v e e R R R S e R N e s NG 1
Water closet and or W.C. structures repaired or
I WG v, e R T S B R R - 9
W.C. plumbing repaired.....ocvveveesvosscnsnsnesnna 3
(d) Miscellaneous,
Piped water supply provided to houses............. 3
WATEY” BESTVICE PLpeE TepAlred s eesile vee i dssae e 1
Accumulations of refuse etc. removed.... TR TN T -
Offensive odours abated, .. uoueweronseinsossesnssas B
Nuisance from insects and pests abated....... ibown 7
Fuel Store provided...cssaesensosnssnsscensncsssss 1
Rent Act 1957 & 1965 - Certificates of Disrepair.

Rent increases for controlled houses and the decontroel
of a substantial number of larger houses should enable
landlords to carry out essential repailrs and maintain
their property in a satisfactory condition.

The number of certificates of disrepair issued by
local authorities 1s relatively small. This should not be
regarded as indicating the general fitness of houses. It
is more likely to be attributed to fear of eviction, or
of court proceedings, to a lack of interest by the tenants
or hesitation on the part of owners to increase the rents
of houses requiring repair, than to be due to the absence
of items of disrepair,

During the year under revliew no applications were
received for Certificates of Disrepair.
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SECTION B
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WATER SUPPLIES.

In the United Kingdom today there are very few
incidences of sickness and death from waterborne agents
Water hygiene has not, because of its past success
become of lesser significance and importance., but
remains a cornerstone of the preventive health service.
If support is needed for this statement it is to be
found in the fact that about one in six of the world's
population of 3 400 million suffers annually from a
waterborne disease and that in each yvear 5 million babies
are killed by these diseases,

In the earliest days water was taken as found -
Plentiful or scarce, good or bad, with the standard of
quality probably only its freedom from mud, taste and
odour. Sickness and disease were prevalent until 1in
the nineteenth century. With the acceptance of the
germ theory of disease and the faclt that water was a
prime means of spreading disease, the standards of
water quality were raised and greater attention was
paid to the methods of water treatment and waste water
disposal.

Over the vears vast sums of money have been in-
vested in water and sewerage schemes and the benefit
from this investment is obvious 1n the wholesome potable
waters now avalilable to almost everyone in this country.
In addition a great deal has been done to protect and
improve the condition of rivers and tidal waters, but
this task 1s not and never will be complete, for as
soclety develops so too do new problems 1in the lield
of water supply and waste-water disposal.,

In 1965 statutorv undertakings in England and
Wales supplied about 2,600 million gallons of water
per day, of which two-thirds was for domestic use and
one-third for industrial purpises. This was double
the 1938 figure. It is estimated that by the yvear 2001
the combined domestic and industrial demand will raise
to about 83 gallons per head per day, which allowing
for the increasing population could mean a daily require-
ment from public mains of some 5,200 million gallons or
twice the amount supplied in 1965.
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Suggestions for meeting this demand include estuarial
barrages, desalination projects, river abstraction schemes
with or without regulating reservoirs and large scale
re-use of effluents and industrial wastes.,

Health considerations must govern the speed and extent
at which these trends occur.

Local Water Supplies,

In our own district a public water supply 1s available
to practically all householders throughout the area. Such
a fundamental provision for the health and comfort of the
community 1s all too often taken for granted.

Local authorities have the statutory duty to determine
the sufficiency and wholesomeness of water supplies in
their districts, Constant vigilance is exercised therefore
to ensure that water supplies are not subject to contamina-
tion, and water sampling is frequently carried out by
officers of the Public Health Department .

The undermentioned water undertakings operate in the
Council's district:-

Bucks Water Board
Rickmansworth & Uxbridge Valley Water Company.

Bucks Water Board.

Reports received from the Board indicate that the water
supply in the area has been satisfactory in quality and
quantity during the vear 1967. Regular bacteriological
examinations have been made of both raw and water going
into supply. All waters are chlorinated before distribution.

None of the waters distributed contains fluoride above
0.1 p.p-m., and none of the waters is plumbo-solvent .,

Rickmansworth & Uxbridge Valley Water Company -

Reports received from the Company also confirm that
their water supplies are satisfactory both in quality and
gquantity. Bacteriological samples are taken at least
weekly from all pumping stations, reservoirs and towers,
along with others from the distribution system; chemical
samples are also taken frequently.
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The fluoride content is negligible. (less than
02 p,p-m.), and the water is not plumbo-solvent.

Other Sources.

There are comparatively few houses which are not
within reach of public water mains. The occupiers of
some houses, however, still derive their water from
wells and rainwater tanks. In certain cases indivi-
dual properties are away from water mains. in other
cases owner-occupiers with limited incomes are reluctant
to incur the cost of a main water supply where the mains
are not within a reasonable distance, whilst the
occupliers of other dwellings have a prejudice in favour
of their individual supplies as compared with a main
water supply.

Supplying main water to houses which are i1solated
presents a financial problem which i1s often overcome by
asking house-holders to make a special contribution
towards the cost of extending the water mains.

Water Sampling.

(a) Private Water Supplies.

During the year 27 samples were taken by the Public
Health Inspectors from private water supplies serving
houses, food premises and factories,

Based on the classification suggested by the Ministry
of Health for non-chlorinated piped supplies only 10
results could be considered satisfactory after bacterio-
logical examination and/or chemical analysis.

Owners of the properties with water supplies not
conforming to a satisfactory standard were requested to

provide a wholesome and sufficient supply.

(b) Public Water Supplies.

During the yvear 10 samples were taken by the Public
Health Inspectors from the public mains in the various
parishes throughout the Rural District, for bacteriolo-
gical examination. All proved to be satisfactory.

{c) Number of Inspections.

A total of 176 visits were made in connection with
samples of private and public supplies of water, and
extensions of public water mains to serve isolated
groups of houses.
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SECTION 'C*',

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

Food Poisoning.

To see food cleanly handled is pleasing to the eye
but clean food is even more important for the sake of
our health. Every year many cases of food poisoning
are reported to the Health Department. We know that
many more are not reported and, in all probability,
still more are not diagnosed but are attributed to
"tummy upset", "gastric flu" or the like.

Every case of food poisoning represents a failure
of food hygiene for it means that the food has been
contaminated in some way or another with harmful germs
and then, usually, that the food has been kept in
unsatisfactory conditions so that the germs have had
opportunity to multiply to dangerous proportions.

Some germs have their natural home in the animals
which provide some of our food. In this way meat,
milk and eggs may be contaminated. Pasteurisation
or sterilisation of milk abd thorough cooking of meat
and eggs are necessary to deal with contamination
from such sources.

Those who prepare and handle food, whether commer-
cially or in the home are another important source of
contamination. The hands can all too easily transfer

germs from the human body to food and the result may
occasionally be disastrous.

Everybody who handles food at any stage of 1its
journey ought to understand the importance of personal
hygiene.

Clean Food Preparation.

Alongside personal hygiene in importance comes
hygienic handling of the food itself. Most food
poisoning organisms are killed by thorough cooking.

In the refrigerator they may survive but cannot grow
to harmful proportions. In between the temperature

of the oven and that of the refrigerator is the gentle
warmth of the kitchen and this is the condition 1in

which germs thrive and multiply.
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It food 1s left in the warmth of the kitchen for
several hours a few germs introduced by chance or by
carelessness can easily become a harmful multitude.
The danger is greater if the food having been cooked
1s stored overnight and then warmed before use next
day

Other important measures to prevent food polsoning
include clean premises and equipment . Good premises
are not however sufficient, the food handlers must play
their part in the drive for cleaner, safer food, indeed
it is true to say that theirs is the ma jor role.

Food Hygiene Regulations.

In the eleven years since the introduction of the
Food Hygiene (General) Regulations there has been a
marked improvement in the food hygiene standard of
food shops and catering establishments both in regard
to the condition of the premises and the food handling
practices.

In progressing towards clean food much has already
been done by the food trade by way of improved food
quality, packaging and display, by local authorities
and their officers by means of education during frequent
routine inspections, and by enforcement of legislative
control in the case of persistent of fenders.

There is sti1l11 room for improvement however, and
in this connection the public can play an important
part. The discriminating customer will buy 1in shops
which are clean and bright. where the goods are
attractively displaved and properly protected, and where
the assistants have spotless overalls, than in shops
where gloom, indifferent standards of cleanliness and
untidy assistants are the order of the day. The same
may be said of restaurants. The more discerning the
shopping housewife is the more efficient and hygienic
the shopkeeper's methods must be,

Mouldy Food,

Notwithstanding the intensified efforts of the
Ministry, officials, food traders and manufacturers to
improve hygiene in food premises the problem of mouldy
food still persists,
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Indeed the widespread practice of protecting food
from contamination by the pre-wrapping and pre-packing
of food by manufacturers and distributors has aggruva¥vd
the problem. Undoubtedly the wrapping of foods while
hot and moist readily induces mould growth, this is seen
in the case of wrapped bread, which may contain as much
as 30% of moisture. |

No food manufacturer can afford to forget thai
mould spores are a natural pollutant of thn'nfmcspherv
and no matter how hygienic food premises may be, unless
food is packed at a high temperature. or under vacuum,
it is almost certain to be contaminated by mould spores
which may grow and develop into visible mould if the
conditions are suitable.

The maintenance of a sound standard of hygiene 1in
all food factories particularly bakeries is essential,
as this will substantially reduce the mould spore
population and lesson the risk of contamination from
this source. The mould-free shelf-life of bakery
goods is influenced by the number of mould spores with
which they are contaminated and in general, the greater
the number of mould spores which rest on a particular
item the shorter will be the shelf-life.

It is unlikely that any of the moulds which enter
and develop in bakery products would impair the health
of an individual if the affected food was consumed.
But apart from any health hazard the economics of the
problem are wvery important. It has been estimated
that the wastage from mouldy bread is as high as 1 per
cent of the country's production which means that the
equivalent of 50 million large loaves are lost in this
way each vyear. Losses due to mould affected fermented
goods, meat pastry lines and confectionery are also
colossal.

In order to prevent food being sold out of condi-

tion the manufacturer puts a coded date of manufacture.
He needs this to for his own internal stock control.
It will also tell him the factory which made it and.
in some cases, the machine on which the product was
made. This enables any compaint which arises to be
thoroughly investigated.
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It is the manufacturer's responsibility to deliver the
product to the shop in good condition. The responsible
retailer realises that he must sell such goods as qguickly
as possible, particularly during warm weather. It is
essential therefore for a retailer to put an identifying
mark to indicate day of delivery to be able to prove
which day the goods were delivered if any complaini
about them should arise, as this 1s the date on which
his responsibility commences.

The retailer should normally inspect the provisions
section at the start of the day and determine that every-
thing 1s coded with the shop code, that everything on sale
is within the shop code 1ife and that the display is so
arranged that in self service conditions the earlier
delivery will be picked up first by the shopper.

Despite precautions which are and can be taken,each
month of the year has its crop of mouldy food cases,.

r Foreign Matter and Mould in Food.
Foreign Matter in Food
Commodity Number Mouldy Food
Home pro- Imported Number
duced food Food
i
Milk Y - 5
Bread 2 = ik
Canned Meat @ 2 i
Cooked Meat = - 2
hMﬂat Pies - : 2 -
Fish 2 - =
Vegetables ! s -
Confectionery| 1 iy 2
:Dther Food 3 - %
Totals 13 4 9
Number of prosecutions under Section 2 -~ 3

Total amount of Fines and Cosis imposed - £85.5.0,



Milk & Dairies.

Administration of the law relating generally to
the nation's milk supply has always been a large and
important part of the duties of local authorities, and
although by the coming into operation, on the 1st of
October, 1949, legislation whereby the responsibility
for the process and practice of the production of milk,
i.e, by the dairy farmer at the dairy farm, was trans-
ferred from local authorities to the Minister of
Agriculture & Fisheries,the vast business of the dis-
tribution of milk, i.e. from the producer to the
consumer, remains the responsibility of local
authorities,

A major step towards ensuring the safety of the
nation's milk supply was in 1962 when a programme was
completed and the whole of England and Wales became a
"specified area'. This means that all milk sold by
retail for human consumption must be sold as specially
designated milk, viz. Pasteurised, Sterilised or
Untreated. Another heat treatment process was given
recognition in 1965, when it became legal to sell
ultra-high temperature treated milk.,

Despite these safety measures there are still some
diseases which can be transmitted to man from milk which
has not been heat-treated. Brucella organisms are wide-
spread throughout the dairy herds of the country and
these organisms can infect man and cause undulant
fever. The incidence of brucella infection in man is
not precisely known. One of the main reasons for this
is that neither the disease in man nor contagious
abortion in cattle is made notifiable.

For something like 20 years now attempts have been
made to control the disease. In 1944 the Ministry
introduced the calf vaccination scheme incorporating
the use of Strain 19. This continued to May 1962 when
in order to encourage its use the vaccination became
free.

The Ministry have now introduced their main
brucellosis eradication scheme. This however is being
approached as a grading-up exercise rather than
attempting immediate eradication, for the very good
reason that the latter would involve disposing of about
750,000 cattle at a cost in compensation of £50 million.
Even if the financial burden was acceptable, the disrup-
tion this would cause to the farming industry would not
be.,



- 3.!1 =

Thus it was decided to establish a brucellosis-free
register from which replacement would be supplied and so
accelerating the time when eradication would prove
feasible.

Whilst awaiting eradication of the cattle disease,
two measures which commend themselves are the extension
of pasteurization to all milk and secondly the compul sory
notification of the human disease,

Registration of Food Premises,
Section 16, Food & Drugs Act, 1955,

27 premises are registered for the preparation or
manufacture of sausages, potted, pressed, pickled or
preserved food intended for sale.

lce-cream,

151 premises are registered under the above Act,
two for the manufacture and sale of ice-cream, and 149
premises for the storage and sale of ice-cream.

One manufacturer sells ice-cream on a large scale
using from 15 to 18 vehicles. Sterilised canned ice-cream
mix is used in special "soft ice-cream" machines in the
vans. The other manufacturer has a "soft ice-cream"
machine in his shop.

The soft ice-cream vans operate from new premises
which are registered under the Act. Regular wvisits are
made and samples taken by the Public Health Inspectors
from the vehicles during the morning just before the
vans start their round.

The samples were generally placed in Grades 1 or 2,
which is a satisfactory result, and indicates that the
samples were generally satisfactory,
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Bacterioclogical Examination of
Ice-cream by Methylene Blue
Reduction Test.

T___ e ve M;;ile Yans Premises
Test Grage"”: "} “;;T_f;%l' mi? B E 1 EL t ELY § TN
erean | 10| 5|35 | ala] 5|e

: | | |
Total number of all SamPles.. . isciessssss e 75

Where samples were placed in Grade 3 and 4,
immediate checks were made on the "method", machines
or plant concerned and then further samples taken
which resulted in a satisfactory improvement to
Grade 1 or 2,

Bacteriological Examination of
Other Foods.

25 samples of other foods were taken for bacterio-
logical examination and included samples of:-

Cream - pasteurised and sterilised,
Chicken offal

Frozen chicken legs

Chicken breast fillets

Frozen whole chicken
Whole chicken before freezing
Beast carcases

Sheep carcases

22 swabs were taken for bacteriological examination
from all types of food and equipment in food shops,
factories and slaughterhouses.

After advising the managers concerned re the
necessity for proper detergent/sterilant routines
for slicing machines, knives and surfaces, and a clean
hands routine after blowing the nose or wvisiting the
W.C., the resultant check swabs proved to be negative.
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examination to the Public Health
taken from chickens during all
washing, chilling, packing and
freezing, and from and sheep carcases, and the
remaining swabs were taken from food equipment such as
slicers, knives, cheese boards, meat band saws and
scales.

The swabs sent for
Laboratory included swabs
stages of eviseration,
beast

Food Hygiene (General) Regulations,
1960,

Details relating to food premises subject to the Food

Hygiene (General) Regulations are as follows:-
|
No. of pre- No. of pre- No. of pre-
mises fitted mises to mises fitted
Premises to comply which to comply
with Reg. 19 with
Reg. 16, applies. Reg. 19
| Bakehouses 14 14 14
Butchers 19 21 21
Cafes & i
Canteens 35 0O 40
| Dairies & Milk
' Distributors i 7 7
Fish fryers &
Fishmongers 't 'y k
General food
i shops 123 155 133
Greengrocers ik i6 16
Public House/
: Hotels 81 81 81
t Totals 297 316 316
During the year 656 visits were made to the two
poultry packing stations, one of which is in full time

production, averaging 50,000 birds per week; 79
visits were made to bakehouses and baker and con-
fectioner's shops, 79 to butcher's shops, 15 to fried
fish shops and fishmongers, 70 to greengrocers, 89
to cafe, hotel, factory canteen and transport cafe
kitchens, 218 to general grocers, 87 to licensed pre-
mises and clubs, and 96 to other food preparing pre-
mises, 166 visits were made to ice-cream premises and
vehicles.



market stalls,

inspection of unsound foods,
distributors,

=

30 visits were also made to food hawkers, 5 to
135 to food shops in connection with
25 to dairies and milk
1,269 visits re inspections of meal

and slaughterhouses making a total of 2,374 wvisits
to food premises during the vear.

Food Hygiene - Details of

Notices served

the

Number J
-9 --.__. 3 |
Offences | CORVEL
ti1ons
Part II. General require-
WEHES o s b i oia i 28 Nil !
i
Part I1II. Requirements re-
lating to persons engaged .
in the handling of food.. 10 Nil !
Part IV. Requirements re-
lating to food premises., 172 Nil
Totals. 210 Nil

Food Hvgiene (Markets, Stall & Delivery

Vehicles), Regulations, 1966.

Number
Convic-
Offences P
Part I1. General require- _
MmentsS. ..csse000 3 Nil |
|
Part III. Regquirements re- !
lating to food handlers and| |
the handling of food....... 3 Nil 5
Part IV. Requirements re- _
lating to markets and stalls g
and delivery vehicles...... s | Nil
F-:: :
Totalse. i 10 Nil
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List of Improvements and/or Unsatisfactory
conditions remedied in food premises during

1967.

Food premises cleansed and/or redecorated...ssesso0 15
Food premises repaired (floors, walls, ceilings,

W.C's and Windows ) e e s ee i e 23

Wash-hbamins: prorided:iceiiss dinbseseievisse st s 3

Nail brushes provided........ g o W R R 4

SARKE PrETIHEH i R e e A R e e e 1

Provisions of constant hot and cold water supply.. b

Provision of intervening ventilated space between

Wele and Foodrobl, s ssqésivess 2
Sanitary accommodation otherwise improved or

repaired...c.s e sssssnsssasano
Refuse receptacles provided i isisssesnaiannassiaiss >
Rodent infestation treated....ceoseccoccasccsccsses 56
Food exposed to contamination removed....:.a..404 e 1
"Wash-hands" notices displayed on request......... Iy
"No Smoking" notices displayed on request.ccesesso
Proper fTacilities for hanging outdoor clothing

% il i L S A ey g s 2
Impervious surfaces provided to worktops and

counbers,.iis e i TR R e 3
PEFEE S50 T PR R v o e R A 't

Unwrapped foods placed behind glass and not
exposed to contamination from customers.......

Artaticial lightine provided.ciccesieeoesesisee s

Food equipment cleansed:.cccsovsnesss coss o sesaas s

== B =

Open food raised not less than 18" above ground...,
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Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958.
The Slaughterhouses (Hygiene)
Regulations, 1950.

Inspections have been regularly carried out at
each of the three private slaughterhouses in the
district regarding the cleanliness and repair of
the premises and the equipment.

No pathogenic organisms have been found during
1967 from sewer swabs taken from the slaughter-
houses and lairage drains, or from bacteriological
swabs taken from knives, saw blades, chopper blades,
inspection and gut room tables,

The occupiers of the slaughterhouses have been
encouraged to provide water pressure spray guns
which greatly assist in daily cleansing of walls and
floor etc., and they have been using the spray guns
for washing down beast carcases now, for some
years without any adverse comments forthcoming from
the trade.

Wiping cloths were still used for sheep carcases
however, and buckets of hot water containing D.Q. 1,
quaternary ammonium non-tasting compounds, are used
in conjunction with them in an effort to prevent
cross infection.

When the tradional wiping cloth 1is legally
banished in November 1968 it would appear that indi-
vidual paper "wiping cloths" will be the answer to
the problem of producing a clean and dry sheep
carcase in small slaughter-houses not equipped with
"Coldair blast" cooling rooms.
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Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty)

Regulations, 1958,

These Acts and Regulations are for the purpose of
preventing cruelty and ensuring that no animals shall be
slaughtered in a slaughterhouse except by a person
licensed by the local authority,

The licences of 4 slaughtermen were renewed during
the year.

Inspections were made daily at each of the two
larger slaughterhouses, and as required at the small
slaughterhouse, under the above Acts and Regulation.
Particular attention was paid to the provision of ade-
quate water supplies and bedding etc., in the lairages.
Animals were generally not kept long enough in the
lairages to require feeding as required by the
Prevention of Cruelty Regulations.

Meat Hygiene and Inspection Services.

The following table indicates the number and
different classes of animals slaughtered and inspected
and the number of animals affected with:-

(a) tuberculosis
(b) cysticercosis bovis

(c) diseases other than tuberculosis
and cysticercosis bovis,

The technique of meat inspection used is in accor-
dance with the Meat Inspection Regulations, 1963, and
100 per cent meat inspection was maintained.

Tuberculosis was absent in cattle, but 1% of the
total number of pigs inspected were found to have either
Bovine or Avian Tuberculosis lesions, or lesions of a
bacillary necrotic nature or the corynebacterium equi
type; in the submaxilliary nodes of the head.

Unfortunately, the time necessary to establish the
true nature of the lesions, microscopically and bacterio-
logically at the Laboratory is too long to be of other
than professional interest and it is the practice to con-
demn the pig's head, and examine the rest of the carcase
and organs in detail before passing them as fit for food.
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Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958.
The Slaughterhouses (Hygiene)
Regulations, 1958.

Inspections have been regularly carried out at
each of the three private slaughterhouses in the
district regarding the cleanliness and repair of
the premises and the equipment.

No pathogenic organisms have been found during
1967 from sewer swabs taken from the slaughter-
houses and lairage drains, or from bacteriological
swabs taken from knives, saw blades, chopper blades,
inspection and gut room tables.,

The occupiers of the slaughterhouses have been
encouraged to provide water pressure spray guns
which greatly assist in daily cleansing of walls and
floor etc., and they have been using the spray guns
for washing down beast carcases now, for some
yvears without any adverse comments forthcoming
the trade.
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Wiping cloths were still used for sheep carcases
however., and buckets of hot water containing D.Q. 1,
quaternary ammonium non-tasting compounds, are used
in conjunction with them in an effort to prevent
cross infection.

When the tradional wiping cloth 1s legally
banished in November 1968 it would appear that indi-
vidual paper "wiping cloths" will be the answer to
the problem of producing a clean and dry sheep
carcase in small slaughter-houses not equipped with
"Coldair blast" cooling rooms.
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Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty)

L T s .

Regulations, 1958 .

These Acts and Regulations are for the purpose of
preventing cruelty and ensuring that no animals shall be
slaughtered in a slaughterhouse except by a person
licensed by the local authority.

The licences of 4 slaughtermen were renewed during
the vear.,

Inspections were made daily at each of the two
larger slaughterhouses, and as required at the small
slaughterhouse, under the above Acts and Regulation.
Particular attention was paid to the provision of ade-
quate water supplies and bedding etc., in the lairages.
Animals were generally not kept long enough in the
lairages to require feeding as required by the
Prevention of Cruelty Regulations.

Meat Hygiene and Inspection Services.

The following table indicates the number and
different classes of animals slaughtered and inspected
and the number of animals affected with;-~-

{a) tuberculosis
(b) cysticercosis bovis

(c) diseases other than tuberculosis
and cysticercosis bovis.

The technique of meat inspection used is in accor-
dance with the Meat Inspection Regulations, 1963, and
100 per cent meat inspection was maintained.

Tuberculosis was absent in cattle, but 1% of the
total number of pigs inspected were found to have either
Bovine or Avian Tuberculosis lesions, or lesions of a
bacillary necrotic nature or the corynebacterium equi
type, in the submaxilliary nodes of the head.

Unfortunately, the time necessary to establish the
true nature of the lesions, microscopically and bacterio-
logically at the Laboratory 1s too long to be of other
than professional interest and it is the practice to con-
demn the pig's head, and examine the rest of the carcase
and organs in detail before passing them as fit for food.



Meat Inspection

Post-mortem inspection and control of slaughterhouse hygiene
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The incidence of diseases other than tuberculosis and
cysticercosis in cattle excluding cows, sheep and lambs
has risen to 32.06% and 9.7% respectively from 28,4% and
4.8% and the figure for pigs has risen to 5.5% affected,
The latter representing mainly livers affected with
Ascaris Lumbricoides and to a lesser extent lungs
affected with congestion, pleurisy and/or pneumonia.

The records show that out of the total of 2,036
beasts, sheep and lambs and pigs affected by diseases
other than tuberculosis and cysticercosis, the major
proportion of those animals were affected in the liver
by either Fasciola hepatica in the case of the beasts
and sheep, 787 and 820 respectively, or the round worm
Ascaris Lumbricoides in the case of pigs, in which 182
livers were affected.

Cysticercosis bovis was found in 36 cattle ex-
cluding cows and none in cows. The technique of inspec-
tions used for cysticercus bovis 1s as recommended in
the Practice Notes on the subject, by the Association
of Public Health Inspectors.

Causes of condemnation other than Tuberculosis and
cysticercosis bovis include:-

Abscesses; actinomycosis; actinobacillosis;
general parasitical condition of livers and
lungs, (e.g. fascioliasis, T.echinococcus,
T.marginata, muellerius capillaris, ascaris
lumbricoides), cirrhosis, telangiectasis;
pericarditis; perlitonlitls; pneumonia;
pleurisy; bruilsing; pathological emaciation;
septicaemia; pvaemia; jaundice; metritis;
mastitis; mn.necrosis,; septic omphalophlebitis;
nephritis; melanosis, oedema and carcinoma.

Unsound Food Surrendered or Condemned.
Tons. Cwts. Lbs.

1. Offal at Slaughterhouses 5 16 50
2, (Carcase meat at Slaughterhouse 2 b 82
3. Meat at Retail Shops 58
I e anme MeRE S s vie s iei ol e ¥ b 99
B+ Othary FoodB..oossessssenontssss 2 3 45

Patal.isie 11 i 80
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Poultry Hygiene and Inspection Services.

It is estimated that the number of broiler chickens
dealt with alone during the vear under review is over
200 millions which is eight times the number processed
ten years ago.

These figures indicate that poultry, which used to
be regarded by the average housewife as a luxury item to
be reserved for special occasions, has now become an
important article of diet in the Nation's food supply
because of 1ts comparitive cheapness and time-saving
convenience to the housewife. The industry, therefore,
merits far greater attention by the public health
inspector than formerly, both with regard to the super-
vision of standards of hygiene during processing and
the inspection of the final product as to its fitness
for human consumption.

There are two poultiry processing premises within
the district and a system of inspection of the poultry
slaughtered in these premises was initiated in
accordance with the Ministry of Health's recommendation.
The number of birds killed and the number condemned as
unfit for human consumption are as follows:-

Broilers: -

KNombar kLlled.. s cseam ohonsi s a.%20. 807
Number condemmed. .. .osse¢¢80055 16,546
Weight of broilers condemned.. 46,973
1lbs.
Turkeys: -
Number Kkilled.o.csssoscoscosoo 96 , 747
Number condemned....ssio06a8ss0 306
Weight of turkevs condemned... S 155

lbs.
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MEAT INSPECTION.

e

e

Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned

e i

in whole or in part.

Number killed

Number not inspected

All diseases except

Tuberculosis and
Cysticercosis.

Whole carcases
condemned. . « « « v s 000
Part carcases or

organ condemned. ...

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
disease other than
tuberculeosis and
CYRLLCEBYCL s s asssssls

Tubercul osis only.

Whole carcases
condemned. .. ...:«.a»

Part carcases or
organ condemned...

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
tuberculosis..... -

Cysticercosis.

Part carcase or
organ condemned....

Carcases refrigera-
ted... lllllll - & = & & &

Generalised and
totally condemned..

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
cysticerci.isecssnaoe

i = - -

Cattle
Excluding
Cows

2,800
Nil

915

32.,0%

Nil

Nil
Nil

36

11

Nil

1.3%

BTN

Cows Calves and Pigs

Sheep

Lambs

100
Nil

20%

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil
Nil

Nil

Nil

fmn e rn

197 8,551 4,876

Nil Nil  Nil |

ol i< =

2 824 267

2% 9.7% 5.5%

Nil Nil Nil

Nil Nil 49

Nil Nil 1%

Nil
Nil ?

Nil
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SECTION 'D!

CLEAN AIR.

The Wycombe Rural District Council is a member of
the National Society for Clean Air.

The Society was founded in 1899. It did wvaluable
work during the early vears and made it understood that
"Clean Air" was not the impractical fad of a few cranks.
In 1959 the Society celebrated its Diamond Jubilee.

The Clean Air Conference.

A major event during the year was the Clean Air
Conference held in Blackpool from 17th to 20th of
October, 1967. 800 delegates, including many from
overseas countries, attended and 10 papers were pre-
sented. The exhibition held in conjunction with the
Conference, was opened by the Minister of State,
Ministry of Transport and consisted of exhibits from
the various fuel industries, incinerator and chimney
constructors, technology, boilers and domestic heating
systems and air pollution information.

Britain's Achievement.

Britain has done most of the pioneering work in
Smoke Abatement. and the Clean Air Act 1956 is one of the
great social milestones. Yet the National Society
says that while the Act has been a success, progress
towards clean air has been slower than expected. How-
ever 1in the eleven vears since the Act became law,
progress has been much guicker than with other environ-
mental problems, which took much longer to solve, such
as the provision of the water carriage system of sewage
disposal, clean food, water and milk. There still
remains the problems of river pollution, slum clearance
especially in the large cities, noise, litter, pesti-
cides, herbicides, radiation and the control of the
motor wvehicle.

Domestic Pollution.

The most serious source of air pollution now
remaining is the domestic fire burning raw coal and
emitting smoke at low level. Nationally, we are
reluctant to give up the open coal fire in favour of
cleaner smokeless fuels, or piped or wired fuels.
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We are also reluctant to meet the cost of cleaning-up

the air. The total cost, however, is only a fraction of
the waste involved in allowing pollution to continue, and
a nation that moves from one economic crisis to the next

ought to be hesitant about wasting at least £300 millions
a year.

National Survey of Air Pollution.

The national survey of smoke and sulphur dioxide is
unique in that nowhere else are so many measurements of
air pollution concentrations made in such a wide wvariety
of districts The results show how pollution by smoke
is at i1ts worst in areas of old-fashioned high-density
housing, and decreases to tolerable concentrations in
low-density modern housing on the periphery of a town.
They also show how the position is very much worse in
the north where so much more coal is burnt per head of
population. The pattern of distribution of pollution
throughout the wvarious types of district of a town have
enabled valuable conclusions to be drawn on how towns can
be planned, during re-development schemes and also the
new towns of the future,.

Pollution in the Countrvside.

The countryside outside towns 1is generally far less
polluted, but not pollution-free., Apart from the contri-
bution of nearby small villages there is a measurable
amount of contamination of country air from built-up
and industrial areas, especially under certain weather
conditions. Variation in the concentration of smoke
and sulphur dioxide with the distance downwind of a
town has been measured using directional samplers which
differentiate between air from the town and that blowing
from other directions.

Air Pollution from Motor Traffic.

The Laboratory is making measurements of carbon
monoxide in streets of a number of cities throughout
Great Britain at the request of the Ministry of Transport
with the co-operation of the local authorities and other
organizations., It is well known that under favourable
conditions (e.g. in congested traffic in narrow streets
with high buildings on each side, or in road tunnels)
carbon monoxide may occasionally accumulate to such a
degree as to cause concern regarding its effect on
health, on alertness and on the accuracy of driving.



Clean Air

Modermisation of Plant
Oil-Fired Boilers

Modernisation of Plant
utilising factory wood waste as main fuel
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In the opinion of the Laboratory, abatement measures
cannot be enacted until the extent of the danger has been
defined. The present measurements are intended to give
this information.

In spite of the long delay, the Society is now urging
that action should be taken soon to reduce pollution from
petrol motor vehicles.

For petrol engines, the Society Report regards
modified carburettors and fuel injection systems as

offering the most hope for reductions in carbon monoxide
and hydrocarbons., Exhaust after-burners and catalysts
are unlikely to provide the bext solution. The way 1s

now open for a standard European method of testing carbon
monoxide emission and i1t is urged that the Ministry of
Transport should {i1x limit=z for 1its content in exhausts.
It is also suggested that exhaust gas analysis and
carburettor adjustments should be 1included in annual

car tesits,

Industry .
Considerable =ums have been, and are being spent
on planit improvement and industry 1s generally recog-
nising 1ts obligations to reduce air pollution.
Prevention of offences under the Clean Air Act, 1956,
calls for correct equipment, maintenance and operation
of plant, the use of mechanical stoking wherever
possible, and the training and certification of boiler
stokers, together with proper instrumentation, through-
out the whole of the plant and processing machinery.

Control Measures 1in the Wvcombe Bural District.
e 5 WY 23

The district has a population of approximately
65,000, and has several densely populated urban areas,
which are growing rapidly more urban in character as
the housing estates go up.

The district has 195 registered factories including
a considerable number of boiler plants, furnaces,
furniture wood waste incinerators, saw mills, five
large paper and board mills and two poultry packing
plants.
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Control measures which the Council are at present
operating in order to prevent or alleviate atmospheric
pollution include: -

(1) Action where necessary under the Dark Smoke
"Permitted Periods" Regulations, against

emissions of dark smoke, and securing the
minimum emlissions of grit and dust, with
speclal reference to industrial boiler
plants, furnaces and incinerators,

(2) Action to abate smoke nuisances, (e.g.
burning of industrial or garden refuse,
use of i1ncinerators and wood refuse
burning plant at furniture factories
etc -1}

(3) Ensuring that new industrial funmnaces
are not installed unless they are capable
so far as 1s practicable of being operated
without emitting smoke.

(4#) Regulating the height of chimneys in
connection with the erection or extension
of industrial buildings, or new boiler
plants 1n existing buildings.

(5) Implementing byelaws which require all
new buildings to be equipped with smoke-
less fuel appliances

(6) One smoke control order made jointly by
the Council and a neighﬁnur1ng local
authority is operative 1in connection
with a new housing estate, part of
which is in the Council's district, and
part 1n the area of the neighbouring
authority

225 1inspections with regard to smoke observations,
grit observations, boiler plant inspections, smoke
nuisances, complaints and interviews were made under
the provisions of the Clean Air Act, 1956. During
these observations and inspections, 2 contraventions
of the Dark Smoke (Permitted Periods), Regulations,
1958rs were recorded. Modernisation of the offending
boiler plant has now been completed by the Management
of the companv concerned.
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Of the 4,500 million gallons of water used for
domestic and industrial purposes it has been estimated
that 2,500 million gallons are discharged to rivers.
While some rivers are far from clean few, if any, now
give rise to public nuilsance, and most are much cleaner
than they were before river boards were formed.

The disposal of liguid wastes has been the subject
of 1ncreasingly restrictive legislation designed
primarily for protecting the general condition of
receliving waters - only indirectly has this reduced
the potential health hazards of liquid wastes. Under
present laws and practice, however, many aspects of
handling waste-waters are designed to protect the
health of the public

Domestic sewages will always contain disease -
producing micro-organisms and, since treatment plants
are not designed to remove or destroy all of these,
some will always be present in the effluents. Todate,
these effluents, when sufficiently diluted with natural
water, have not created health problems for the water
industry. But today with the lower dilutions afforded
to sewage effluents, there is a growing feeling that
the entero-viruses in sewage effluents may bring about
changes in reasons for, and nature of, waste treatment
plants.

Wastes discharged to tidal waters are also subject
to controls which, in part, are specifically designed
to protect the health of the public. In coastal areas,
greater attention is being paid to the use of long off-
shore outfalls so as to minimise these health hazards.

Radicactive wastes fall into a special category
and are covered by separate legislation.

while the sewerage and sewage disposal arrangements
of this country are good, it should not be assumed that
there is no room for improvement. The changing
patterns of industrial processes and the constant intro-
duction of new chemicals for industrial or domestic
purposes, suggests that wastes will always contain
chemicals that are potentially harmful to man. In
recent years there has been a growing demand for waste
disposal to be organised on a regional basis.
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The advocates of this policy claim that there would
be more efficient management of sewerage systems, better
use of the scientific and technological personnel in
the "waste industry", greater returns on the investments
made in disposal sysiems since more economic plant and or
processes could be provided for regional schemes, and
finally, it would be easier to implement new ideas on the
sub ject of water management involving those in the water
and waste-water industries and in water resources.,

In our own district cesspools and septic tanks have
been eliminated on a large scale in recent years due to
the implementation of main drainage schemes in the more
populated parts of the district. Areas remaining to be
sewered include Lacey Green, Loosley Row, parts of Kimble,
Ellesborough and parts of Bledlow Parish, Bledlow Ridge
and Medmenham.

Lack of main drainage facilities perpetuate the prob-
lems of unsatisfactory drainage and sanitary accommodation
and retards the work of improving our older homes. It ia
to be hoped therefore that main drainage schemes for the
unsewered parts of the district will be carried out as

quickly as possible.

In cases where owners have not connected their pro-
perties to the sewers the Public Health Inspectors have
been engaged on checking the drainage systems, and where
found to be defective or insufficient appropriate action
has been taken to enforce the connection of the soil drains
to the sewers and to secure the conversion of earth closets
into water closets where necessary.

Hygiene on Highwavys.

Publicity by press, radio and television has frequently
been given on the inadequacy of sanitary facilities and the
generally unsatisfactory state of lay-bys and highway
verges along the main roads of Britain.

S50 far, however, little has been done to improve
matters. Is there a serious health problem or it is an
aesthetic problem.? A potential public health risk
certainly exists, particularly at peak holiday periods in
many parts of the country.

The case for improved facilities on our highways is
being increasingly advocated and it would appear that some
overall plan of action is now required to ensure that faci-
lities are provided in the right places and at regular
intervals along our main roads. The demand is there and it
is estimated that lavyv-by lavatories in Oxfordshire and
Somerset, for example are coping with as many as 10,000
people a week.
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SECTION 'F
PEST INFESTATION CCNTROL.

At the present time 1t 1is estimated that rats and
mice cause total damage throughout Europe to the extent
of £2,000 million per year. In this country the loss
is in the region of £20 million per year. The total
world loss of stored cereals and rice, for which rats
in the main are responsible, 1s estimated to be 33
million tons per year. At the same time, more than
20 per cent of the crops planted by man every year
is eaten or spoiled by rodents and insects before
harvest. Rats are also associated with the spread
of foot and mouth disease. Clearly against this back-
ground the rat population must be controlled and if
possible eliminated

The extermination of rats is certainly one of the
less glamorous sides and perhaps one of the least pub-
licised sides to the work of public health departments.

One of the main chemicals used throughout the
world as a rodenticide - warfarin - was first intro-
duced into Britain some 15 or 16 years ago. Since
its use there have been reported cases of warfarin
resistance in a mainly rural area just outside
Scotland, and more recently there have been cases in
Montgomery and Shropshire on the Welsh border and
the smaller adjoining area at Ludlow. Counter
measures to combat the spread of resistant rats 1into
other areas included establishing a three mile wide
barrier around the affected areas and the use of the
a aite poison, zinc phosphide.

A new poison known as coumatralyl has recently
been given Ministry approval for use in this country
against warfarin resistant rats and mice. With the
use of long established poisons such as zinc phosphide,
fluoracetamide, for the control of rats in sewers,
warfarin and now the coumarin compounds, we should be
able to reduce rodent infestations to an absolute
minimum.

Pest control is a most important subject and this
is reflected in the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act,
1949, which clearly defines the duties of owners and
occupiers of premises and local authorities in the work
of pest extermination.
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Rodent control is a community responsibility and in
this connection occupiers of premises can play an important
part by reporting immediately any infestation which occurs
in order that action mayv be promptly taken.

Rodent Control Services.

The Council's rodent control service is provided
free to domestic premises but a charge is made for work
done on all business premises and farms. The total
income from this Rodent Control Service amounted to £1,445
for the financial year, most of which is obtained through
the operation of the Department’s annual contract scheme.

Work Carried Out.

As a result of survey and notification by occupiers
of infested premises, extermination of rodents has been
carried out at dwelling houses, factory premises, food
premises, refuse tips etc. Details relating to the
work are submitted in the table on Page 53.

Other Pests.

Complaints of pests other than rodents were received
and treatments given resulted in the destruction of 221
wasps nests. Harassed residents were very appreciative

of the service given.
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949
T I
Tvpe of Property
. I
Non- | Agricul-
PROPERTIES OTHER THAN SEWERS Agricultural tural
1., Number of Properties in '
district .osesosnscneses " 20,312 | 570
] |
| 2, (a)Total number of proper- '
ties (including nearby
premises) inspected
following notification 760 110
(b)Number infested by~ i
I
(i) TREEE cosasaensas A 557 i 99
(ii) Mice ocssssssrsssene 139 64
: De (a)Total number of proper-
ties inspected for rats ;
and/or mice for reasons =
other than notification 7,290 323
(b)Number infested by:-
(1) BAtS seevsmss R 152 289
[li} I"'llC.E" ® A 3 a & g & @ L] ?3 139 I
SEWERS
b, No. of sewers 1infested by
rats during the year .....0 NIL
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SECTION 'G

B i ]

FACTORIES, OFFICES AND SHOPS.

Factories Act, 19061.

The factory premises registered with the Council
number 195,

The tables submitted herewith contain statistical
information required by the Ministry of Labour and
National Service. and include the work of the Public
Health Inspector in relation to factory administration
as it concerns the local authority.

Matters claiming attention include cleanliness,
ventilation, lighting and sanitary accommodation. A
number of factories have canteens and are therfore
subject to the provisions of the Food & Drugs Act 1955
and the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1961, and inspections
are carried out concurrently,

Enmework,

A provision of the Factories Act 1961 requires
firms employing outworkers to furnish to the local
authority twice yearly lisis giving the names and
addresses of persons carrying out specified work
connected with the business of the factory at premises
outside the factory.

Homes of the outworkers should conform to a satis-
factory standard of environmental hygiene.

The lists submitted to the Council showed that
outworkers were principally employed on the making and
altering of wearing apparel.
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{1) Factories in which

(2)

(3)

Premi

Sections
% 6 are

- 56

forced by Local

Authority

Factories not

included
in which

7 is enforced by
Local Authori-

Other Premlises in

which Section

is enforced by
the Local
Authority.

(ex outworkers
Premises).eeesee

To

1 Inspections made for provisions
as to Health
~ Eactories
Occu-
) No. of | Inspec-| Written |piers
855 F F
Regis- tions.| Notices |prose-
ter. cuted
1,250
to be en-
|
3 5 i Nil Nil
iiiii i
in (1) é
Section §
e | 192 103 § 12 INil
|
| 1
7 , |
:' |
N1il Nil Nil Nil
- |
tals | 195 108 | 12 |Nil




FFactories

A Modern Factory Boiler Plant
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EESES in which Defects were

57

-

found.

Factories.

ant of Clean-
liness,

Overcrowding. .

nreasonable
temperature,; .. |

Inadequate
ventilation...

Ineffective
drainage of
Floors.sieees

N1l

N1l

Nil

N1l

Sanitary
Conveniences:

(a) Insuffi-
cient...

Unsuitahble
or defec-= |

LiVe. .o

(b)

(c) Not sepa-
rate for

58Xe5 . a4

Other offen-
ces against
the Act (not
including
offences re-
lating to out-
workers)....

Totals

Number

]

Found

of cases in
which defects were found

— .

Number of cases

g "in which prose-
o Referred el Sha e
Reme~-| To H.M.| By H.M. instituted
died nsp. Insp.
1 Nil Nil Nil
N1l i Nil Nil Nil
Nil Nil Nil Nil
Nil Nil N1l Nil
Nil Nil | Nil | Nil
1 Nil | Nil Nil
|
6 | Nil | 3 | Nil
3 Nil Nil | Nil
|
| |
|
|
i Nil Nil Nil
15 N1l 3 Nil
|
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FACTORY OUTWORKERS.

Sections 133 and 134, Factories Act, 1961.
r Section 133 q Section 134
| |
No. of No. of ‘xo, of |
outwor- | Cases iprose- | No. of
; kers in | of de- |cutions | instan-
August fault for ces of [Noti- |Pro-
list re- in failure || work in| ces secu-
quired sending to unwhole |served| tims
| by Sec, lists  supply | some
| 133 (1) |[to the |[lists. | premises
| (c) Council |
Wearing |
Apparel |
making ,
E't.c- lllll l.lq ] | s - r= o
| |
Household| 1 . - | 5 = :
Linen. ... i ;
|
Artifi- ‘ J
cial !
flowers.. 1 - - - - -
!
Furniture
& Uphol-
stery.... } - - = & =
Jewellery 1 - Po- i - = =
I ;
| |
!
Totals. . 56 - - u - = -
L J
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963,

This Act enabled regulations to be made for securing
the health, safety and welfare of people, estimated to
number eight million, who are employed in one million
shops, offices and railway premises,

Provision is made for the registration of premises
and matters relating to cleanliness, overcrowding,
temperature, lighting, sanitary convenience, washing
facilities, drinking water, accommodation for clothing,

facilities for sitting and eating. Safety requirements
in connection with floors, stairs, steps, passage and
gangways; fencing of dangerous machinery, stringent

fire precautions and notification of accidents.

Chief Public Health Inspector's
Annual Report to the Ministry of Labour.

Registration and Inspection.

Of the 298 premises registered during the year,
78 premises received a general inspection during 1967,
which together with the 359 general inspections made
since the commencement of the Act in 1964, brings the
total to 437.

The total number of visits of all kinds by
Inspectors to Registered Premises since the commence-
ment of the Act is now 1,410, including 320 wvisits of
all kinds during 1967.
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- TABLE A -

REGISTRATION AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS.

E £ Number of
ﬁum ?r . Total number |registered
remltes d of registered|premises
ZEE}E EIE premises at receiving in-
mr it BURT end ot vear. |spection during
R the year.

Dil‘fiCEE—-+—+ 9 ?? 11
Retail Shops s By | 187 56
Wholesale
Shops and
Warehouses. . 2 5 2
Catering es-
tablishments
open to the
public and
canteens.... 3 26 : 8
Fuel storage
Depc‘tsftiimt i 3 1

Totals 25 298 78

- TABLE B -

Total number of wvisits of all kinds by Inspectors
to registered premisSeS....:sssss002ss14 T 2L




Offices and Shops

Modern office block in the Rural District.
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- TABLE C -

Analvsis of Persons emploved in registered

premises by workplace

Class of Workplace

Number of

Persons Emplovyed.

BEL s s s s s s s s esieaa swavE 5 767
Retai]— S}IDPS . L . L ] - L L . L L - ] L L] L . L. * & o L " L L] ﬁag
Wholesale Departments, Warehouses..... 57
Catering Establishments open
t.'D L]]E PLlh].lC & & @ & @ A 5 &% & & & B B 8 ®# % & ® # & 136
LCENTABHE . casas s s PR R S G Gt P e s |
Fuel Storage DepotS.:.ccsscassvsnss P 14
Tﬂta 15- & @ B @ 11?4?
Total Males.. .. 700

Total Females.. 1,ﬂ4?

- TABLE D -

Exemptions.

Exemption Number

Part 1. Space(sec.5(2) Jeseessse. P Nil

Part 2. Temperature (Sec. 6)ecceccass Nil

Part 3. Sanitary Conveniences (S5ec.9) Nil

Part 4. Washing Conveniences(Sec.10) Nil
- Table E -
Prosecutions

No. of prosecutionSs:..sseessanse R Nil
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Section

- P e

TABLE F -~

ﬂEEiISlﬁ_Ef Contraventions.

Number of Contraventions found;-

19

23
24

Reg.

Cieanlinﬂ&&‘!iqil 4 B @ @ & ® & & » % & ® #F & &% & & & § A & 8 2

Overcrowding. . ssscevsesoncassnnas & ew e
Temperature, . s scseenses0eseas0aass s s aa
Ventilatlon: «eae:e aaes snss SN B e e
Lightingosscsssssosssensssss ssssasnasee

Sanitary ConvenienceS..ssssssnsssas0ss20
Washing FacilitieS.cesscscsscassnassnssan
Supply of Drinking Water...:.::20+. “aw
Clothing AccommodatloN::ssossessssassss

sittiﬂg Fa{.:il.itiﬂﬁuu-q--:ta-uitﬁiaiﬂvbtt

Seats (Sedentary Workers)...:.... B
Eating F‘a’cili‘ll.es'rll:ﬂl-lll'rllﬂIDI}# llllllll
Floors, passages and stairs......:«o. ¢ o

L
Ll
L]
o
-
L
'}

Fencing exposed parts machinery.

Protection of young persons working at
dangerous machlnery...oesssesea0sssssss

Training of young persons working at
daﬂgEFGUE maChlnerle:-l-l-ln'-'-:-rlrl-ii-ll-it!l-

Prohibition of heavy work....ssee0c000

Fir=st Aid & General ProvisionS..sssessa

Information for Employees Reg. 1965....

15
30

Totalillﬂii'

9l




Offices and Shops

Examples of good office lighting.

o . R
Machine room segregated from other offices
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- TABLE G -

Reported Accidents.

i £ 5 e Action Recommended
Number To tal No. : ]
Workplace HEJGLIFH Inves- Prose- Formal | Informal
P 'k 77| tigated. cution Warning|Advice
Df‘flcrEEil-I--tu.ll l " - -
Retail Shops...| 5 5 - - 3
Wholesale Shops)
Warehouses.. ... - e - i
Catering Estab-
lishments open
to public and '
canteens. .. .. s - - - - -
Fuel Storage
DepotSeeeesssss] - - £ = =
Totals..isnas 3 3 - 3 3
b_ ) | o o J
Table H =~
Analysis of Reported Accidents.
Retail
Offices Shops
Falls of personSa::sssss«soso - 1
Use of hand toolS:.csocessas . - 1
Haﬂdl 11’15 Gﬂﬂfls-u I R - T T - - W =] — 1
Totals: ¢ - 3

All three accidents, upon investigation, were found

to be of a minor character.
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RAG_FLOCK AND OTHER_FILLING
MATERIALS ACT,1951.

The Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951,
forbids the use of filling materials to which the Act
applies for such purposes as upholstery and the stuffing
of bedding. toys and baby carriages except on premises
registered by a local authority. There are 20 premises
registered under the Act, in the Rural District.

Standards of cleanliness of filling materials are
given by regulations and penalties are prescribed for
using unclean materials.

During the year 8 samples of filling materials were
collected and submitted to the prescribed analyst for
examination of cleanliness. 6 samples were found to
conform to the prescribed standard.

Public Health Inspections of registered premises
totalled 18 during the vear and 6 visits were made to
retail shops selling stuffed toys.

2 samples of stuffed toys failed to meet the Rag
Flock & Other Filling Materials Regulations, 1961, in
respect of:-

1. Wood wool filling of imported teddy bear.
2., Rag flock filling of imported golliwog.

The importers of the toys were informed through
the Local Authority in whose district thelr premises
were situated, It was found that there were no
further supplies of the toys available, at the im-
porter's premilses.






Private Caravan Parks
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SECTION 'Hf

MISCELLANEOUS .

Caravan Sites & Control of Development Act, 1960

This Act, designed to strengthen the powers of local
authorities and planning authorities to control the
siting of caravans, and to ensure that caravan sites are
properly equipped and run, necessitated an initial survey
of all caravan sites in the district

When planning permissionsare given site licences
have to be issued by the Public Health Department and
conditions prescribed in order to regulate the sites and
secure satisfactory conditions. My i1nspectors have been
extensively engaged in this work and during the vyear
1967, 561 inspections and re-inspections were made to
caravan sites,

As stated 1in previous reports 1t 1s sald that caravan
sites are an admission of failure to build houses or make
available houses at prices which the people can afford.
Mast of the people living in caravans would prefer Lo be
in houses.

However it is estimated that there are over 320,000
caravans of all types now in use in Britain. Of these,
60,000 are tourers, 160.000 are "static" holiday caravans,
and over 100,000 are used as permanent residential homes.

The modern residential caravan 1is from 30 feet to
50 feet long and 9ft.6 ins wide as a single or double
unit or up to approximately 36 ft by 19 ft. 1in two units
fastened side by side., Once on the caravan park they
usually become properly sited fixtures, connected to
s01l drainage, water and electricity.

On the nine larger private caravan sites throughout
the Wycombe Rural District each caravan park has indivi-
dual connections readily available for the fitting of
internal waterclosets, water supply and electricity.
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Caravans

Number of licences issued during 1967
Number of site licences operating as
at 31st December, 1967:-
vE) IRl E v ddnna T . e eree e e le
(b) Multiple (more than 3).
Total number of caravanS...-..scscses

Number of prosecutions - Section 1l..

(i.e. unanthorised sited)..ii«ess
Number of appeals to courts against
slite licence conditlonsS..«.:asas

@ & ¥ &

In respect of separate licence con-
ditions the number of:-

{a) Variations....

B & B & & 3 & B

(b) CancellationS..ssss0002

Number of contraventions - Section 9

(i.e. breaches of licence
Bl 7 16 b Uy o 2 o PR s S e
Number : (a) remedied informally.
(b) prosecutionsg..iivas: e
(e) eonvictions. . isenseie

Number of sites made subject to
Section 20 during the year ended
31st December, 1967.
(termination of use of existing

FEEe) ia e

& & % & B & &4 B B B OO B & 58

Number of sites made subject to
conditions for reducing caravans
during the year ended 31st of
Dacembess, LT e s esw o sinmecies

PR T S S NPT EO S RS

o

'Privately owned sites
iga
Residential| Holiday
|
' 24 -
i 28 1
T 1 |
pes s e o s o O
279 501 '
1
N1l Nil
|
Nil Nil
Nil Nil
N1l Nil
5 Nil I
é
4 3 |
Nil - '
Nil
| Nil Nil
Nil N1l
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Agriculture, (Safety, Health & Welfare Provisions)
Act, 1956.

Certain provisions of this Act require local authori-
ties .to determine the sufficiency of sanitary conveniences
for the use of workers on agricultural units, and by
notice secure additional sanitary accommodation where
there is inadequate provision.

During the vear 1967 re-inspections of agricultural

units continued in order to ensure that the provisions
of the Act were being complied with.,

Hairdressers.

The Council have adopted Section 72 of the Bucking-
hamshire County Council which provides for the registra-
tion of hair-dressers and barbers. Section 77 of the
Public Health Act, 1961, makes similar provision for
registration.,

The Council have made byelaws under the aforementioned
Act for the purpose of securing cleanliness of the premises,
instruments, towels, materials and equipment together with
the cleanliness of persons emploved on the premises in
regard to both themselves and their clothing.

Al the end of the year there were 359 premises regis-
tered for the carrying on of the business of hairdressing
and 19 visits were paid to these premises with a view to
securing compliance with your Council's Byelaws. Premises
and methods were generally satisfactory.

Scrap Metal Dealers Act, 1964,

There are 20 premises within the rural district
where the business of dealing®*in scrap metals is transac-
ted and the premises are registered in accordance with
Section 1 of the Scrap Metal Dealers Act, 19064. Dealers
are required to keep records in relation to the articles
they purchase.



=i T

Animal Boarding Establishments Act, 1963.

This Act came into operation on the 1st January, 1964,
and prohibits the keeping of a boarding establishment for
animals (dogs and cats), except under the authority of a
licence granted by the local authority.

In determining whether to grant a licence for the
keeping of a hoarding establishment a local authority
shall have regard to the need for securing satisfactory
accommodation for the animals as respects construction,
size of quarters, exercising facilities, temperature,
lighting, ventilation and cleanliness; adequate pro-
vision for food, drink and bedding material; precautions
to prevent spread of infectious diseases and the protection
of animals in case of fire,

All animal boarding establishments in this district
have again been inspected and the provisions of the Act
made known teo them.

There are 12 Animal Boarding Establishments registered
and 44 inspections have been made during the year.

Pet Animals Act, 1951,

This Act regulates the sale of pet animals making
provision for the licensing of pet animal shops and im-
posing conditions for the animals to be accommodated and
cared for in a satisfactory mannera.

One shop was licensed during the year under review,
and 11 visits have been made during the year.

-

Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Regulations, 1953.

This Act makes it an offence to sell or expose for
sale any heating appliance not_fitted with a suitable
guard.

No contraventions of the Act have been observed.

Licensing of Game Dealers.

The Council granted 5 licences authorising dealers
to buy and sell game.



Infectious Diseases.

123 wvisits have been made i1n connection with cases of
notifiable diseases, Relevant information with regard
to the history of the cases was obtained and recorded and
contacts checked, Similarly 21 visits were made con-
cerning food poisoning investigations.

Noise Abatement Act, 1960.

Nuisance from noise 1s an every day experience -
aircraft, factory machines, electric fans, pneumatic
drills, road traffic, over-loud radio sets are but a few
of the causes. Noise invades one's privacy in the home,
the street, at work and when travelling. It 1s under-
standandable that with more Kknowledge of the availability
of technical and administrative measures of control and
measurement there is an increasing demand for its abate-
ment .

Like most forms of nuisance. most of the noise
suffered is either unnecessary or capable of prevention
and, because 1t may curtail sleep or otherwise affect
health, it is only right that the hand of the local
authority should have been strengthened by the appearance
on the Statute Book of the Noise Abatement Act, 1960.

In towns and cities and on urban roads, traffic
noise 1is the main background nolse against which all
other noise nuisances are judged, and 1t must be re-
duced.

It is to be hoped that the Noise Abatement Act,1960,
will be given more decisive teeth, by regulations pro-
posing maximum acceptable levels of external noise, and
that the regulation to control traffic nolise will be
modified, and progressively lowered to the level of 83
decibels, as recommended by the Wilson Committee.

Another major noise emitter is the pneumatic drill,
The noise from these can be reduced by 30 to 40 per cent
without any significant loss of efficiency. This is
the main finding of an extensive test programme carried
out at the Ministry of Technology, Building Research
Station, and completely undermines the belief among
contractors that silencers make pneumatic tools more
cumbersome and less efficient. It has been shown that
it is possible to design effective silencers for parti-
cular machines.



. 5

In the interim period local authorities and their
officers have the difficult task of dealing with noise
complaints and having to determine where noise interferes
with ordinary physical comfort of human existence
sufficiently to become an actionable nuisance. This task
is made easier by the use of a sound level meter and the
District Public Health Inspectors, upon each investigation,
take a number of meter readings in accordance with the
formula laid down in the Wilson Committee Report on Noilise,
before coming to a decision regarding the complaint.

During the yvear 193 visits were made in connection
with alleged noise nuisances. In the cases where
statutory nuisances were confirmed, appropriate action
was taken in order to secure abatement of the nuisances.

Both the Gas and Electricity Boards operating through-
out the Wycombe R.D.C. have been asked to arrange for the
use of noise mufflers with pneumatic drills, etc, when
such tools are needed.

Swimming Pools.

It is suggested that for reasons of both health and
safety, swimming instruction should be an essential part
of any school curriculum.

In recent years many schools have 1installed small
swimming pools and this trend is increasing. Keeping
the pool water pure is of course a most important
matter. Water will become discoloured and polluted if
left standing, due to residues of bacteria, algae growth,
airborne dirt and organic matter introduced by swimmers.
To keep pool water healthy and clean a filter unit 1is
necessary and this combined with correct chemical treat-
ment will provide a free chlorine residual which 1s
rapidly bactericidal.

Sampling and testing of water from school swimming
pools has now been undertaken by the Public Health
Department in order to ensure that the treatment units
are being efficiently operated and providing effective
water purification.



School Swimming Pools

Typical learner swimming pool.
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14 schools in the district are now provided with
swimming pools. Samples of water taken from the pools
and submitted for bacteriological examination have all
been reported as conforming to a satisfactory standard
of safety.

The Inspectors also test the water for free
residual chlorine and the pH value (acidity or
alkalinity) of the water, using a colorimetric
comparator.

CONCLUSION.

This report gives some indication of the work
of the Council towards improving environmental hygiene
standards in the district.

There are still problems to be overcome. Constant
vigilance and action is therefore necessary by central
government and local authorities supported by an
informed public i1n order to maintain and improve upon
the standards we now enjoy.
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