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WYCOMBE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Public Health pepartment,
28, High Street,

High Wycombe.
November 1961,

To the Cchairman and Members of
the Wycombe Rural pistrict council.

Mr Chairman, Ladies and gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting my amual report on the Health
Services of the pistrict.

In recent reports it has been ususl to record a substantial
increase in the population and the year 1960 has been no exception
in this respect. The Registrar General?s estimate of the popula=-
tion in mid 1960 was 49, 110 an increase of 1,240 on that for the
preceding year. 439 excess births over deaths accounted for part
of this increase, the remaining 801 being attributed to inwerd
migration,

In 1960 there were 924 births an increase of 92 on the previous
year. This is reflected in the rise of the birth rate from 17.4 to
18.8,

As with births so there was an increase from 429 to 485 in the
number of deaths - this caused a rise in the mortality rate from
9.0 to 9.9

nfortunately there was a substantial increase in the number of
infant deaths - there were 21 compared with 10 in the previous year
when however there were 92 fewer births. The local infantile
mortality rate however at 22,7 per 1,000 relatea births is only
slightly above the national figure - 21.7 per 1,000,

of the 485 deaths registered, 227 were due to diseases of the

circulatory system, 99 were due to cancer and 61 to respiratory diseases.



Of all cancer deaths lung cancer accounted for 206 or just over
a quarter, there being 23 males and 3 females, and the average age at
death was 62.43 years, Not =o long ago tuberculosis of the lungs
was the killer and from it one expected a large number of deaths
every year but nowadays lung cancer has taken its place.

puring the year there was little of note in the incidence of
infectious diseases; there being 13 notifications of measliess, 22
scarlet fever and 8 whooping cough. There was alsoc the tail end
of the outbreak of diphtheria which began the previous year.
Fortunately there was no fatality resulting from this and locally
it served a useful purpose in reminding parents of the need to have
their children immunised. Diphtheria had become such a rare disease
that there was a tendency for this to be forgotten.

Poliomyelitis was again absent and the immunisation campaign
continued during the year when the in the wycombe area an average
of over 750 injections were given cvery week, and many evening
sessions were arranged to cope with the eligible working population.

Ihconclusion I thank the Chief public Health Inspector and all
the gstaff of the Department for their co-operation during the year
and my brother officials for their co-operation in furthering the

work of the services.
I am,

Your obedient Servant

A.J. Muir

Medical officer of Health
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STATISTICS.
AI‘EB.II'_I'].E.GI‘ES ------ T EEE R TR R R R T T T YT YT ?1,252
Pﬂpulatiﬂn {1951) CENSUS s s s s a2 2 = R R R R R R RS E RS RS RS EEE 39,3?5

Registrar general's Estimate of population mid-1960........ 49,160
No. of inhabited houses on rate book (31st March, 1960).... 14,937
Rateable Value as at 18t April, 1960....ce0eceencvscsasssss 2648483
Estimated Product of Penny Rate 1st April, 1960.....000.0.. £2,606

EXTRACT FROM THE VITAL STATISTICS.

Live Births
WIRDEE 5 i s s M e e R R R e A e xR 924
Rate per 1000 populs.tlnn. .............. sessessssranensn . 18.8
Tllegitimate Live Births per cent of total live births.... LoSh
Stillbirths
o], b o PR R U - S A PR S W e L 13
Rate per 100C total 1live and still birthS.....ceceeeeecees 13.88
potal Live and StAll BErtHE e sseseieds ive sdimal S Ianerns il 957
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year)......ccccccsescsscassss 21

Infant Mortality Rates

Potal infant deaths per 1000 total 1ive birthS..o.oscecss 2247
Legitimate ® m nm  # legitimate live births...... 22,67

I1llegitimaten ® » " jllegitimate ™ " aeaase 23.8
Neo-natal Wortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeksper 1000
total live births)..... sessnnee 17 3

Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 1 week per
1000 total live births)... 17.05

Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under 1
week combined per 1000 total live and still births)...... 27475

Maternal Mortality (including abortion)

Nu'm-her Of aeathsiiﬁﬂ-liiiilﬂlﬂiiiiitlﬂiii#iiiit!iilbﬂlliiilﬂlﬂii "~
R‘a-te PET 1mg total 1ive a-!ﬂ Etill him*-'-iﬁl'f#ﬂ'ﬁ.'- -



DEATHS.
Number of Deaths - Males - 256
Females = 229
Totals L85
peath Rate per 1,000 of the Estimated Population..... . 9.9
cﬂmpmbilityFﬂﬂtﬂr----q---.----..--q -------------- .8 140’8‘
1ﬂ-,justcﬁ I.Dﬂal Dﬂﬂth R'B-te----t-f--r---l----nnnn---i--ln--u 1{]#62
DE&'th R.&tﬁ Bf Englﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ- Eﬂﬂ- wa.l'esiiilnll-iin-tinnn-ﬂ-n-ﬂ-nq- 11l5

Tﬂbemulﬂsia Iha.th Rﬂ.te, Tﬂt&l cﬂmtyiiii!tthitli!iﬁi 0105

INFANT MORTALITY.

21 infents died umder the age of one year.
Male. Female, Total.

Iﬁgitimtﬂliiiiiiiiiiiii-iii#-ii!nibli 11 9 20
IllagitimtEillilllliiiiiii‘l!iil'llfii D 1 1
11 10 21

This represents a mortality rate of 22,7 per 1,000related
births compared with 21.7 as a general figure for England and Wales.

Neonatal mortelity rate - 17.3, compared with a county rate
of 15.7.

MATERNAL DEATHS.

(2) From puerperal sepsisS...... O

(b) From other maternal causes. 0
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TABLE OF DEATHS.

DISEASE.

Tuberculosis, respiratory..c.cccscsscca
miberenloain, other. .. o aicicicaas
Syphilitic diseaseS...scecss000 sesssse
Diphtheria..cscsisecsssscscsssssossssas
Whooping Cough.ccscscacsscnssscnncnnae
Meningococcal InfectionS.cs:ssscscscas
Acute PoliomyelitiS.ceccssecescessscee
MeasleS.cescsssvsscsssonvsssscsssnsane
Other infectious diseaseS...ccssc0cass
Cancer, stomach..cececcoscsccccnsssscne
Cancer, lungS...sscsec0s000c0000ss000s
GeneeY, breaft.cocesnssarstssnnnibsoin
Cancer, uterus.....cococeneracccncacss
Other cancCerSc.ssssscossssssscsocsnens
1eikaemia, aleukeemin..cvcecscccscnscas
b B o e R L R I R
Vascular lesions, nervous systém......
Ccoronary diseases, anginac.s..ccscssces
Hypertension with heart disease.......
OQther heart dlsepsSe8S.ccsssscssnssnsnsa
Other circulatory diseases...cccssss00
b e 0 R S R e S e B LSS R
PROUNONIiBcsesssssssssssssssassnsssssne
BronchitiBececscsssecsncncncossnsoances
Other respiratory diseasesS...cssssssece
Gastric and duodenal ulcericcscesssssse
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea....
Nephritlia, nephrogig..sssccssssssssssss

MAIES. FEMALES.
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TABIE OF DEATHS. (contd)

DISEASE. MALES., FEMALES, TOTAL.
29. Hyperplasia of prostat@ceceececscescss L 0 L
30. pregnancy, childbirth, abortion....c.s 0 0 0
31. congenital malformationsS......cosscces L 6 10
32« Other defined and ill-defined diseases 17 19 36
33. Motor wehicle accidents....ccccceccese 5 3 8
Shs DthsY accldentB.cccsscensssassissnnais h 9 13
L g -, 1 L
36. Homicide and operations of War........ 0 0 0

All causes. 256 229 L85

MATERIVAL,. MORTALITY.

Rates per 1,000 Total
(les and Still) Rirths.

Engl=nn & Wycombe Rural
ng

es, District.
(a) Matermnal causes, excluding abortion Nil
(b) D‘IE. to abartianiiliiiliiﬂii-ﬁiiiii#ﬂ Hil

(a) TOtEJ- mﬂtﬂmﬂl mDI—t&lltFﬁ Ge 000000 Gﬁ}g Dfﬂﬂ
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CANCER DEATHS.

Deaths from Cancer (all ages):-

Halesiiliﬂ.i...li. 52
Femaleﬁﬂliiiiiliil L?

Total 29

Yearly comparison of cancer deaths;-

1980 viiisisaiaenis * 99
1959 424 kniane, e RN
1958 s s snansssanana  f
195 . i sinianmnekne il
& L PR e
1955 4 s+ G e e il

The following organs were affected:-
Stomael .. s aaae
NP s s bt dalaaen 28
BYSEEL . o vaenn: T
E g 7 | e R 2
Other siteg..cccecse HO

Tﬂt&lut!qnilniﬁnﬁﬂv 99

TUBERCULOSIS DEATHS.

Tuberculosis peath Rate (all cases)..... R e sivew D08
Total peaths - Respiratory TuberculosSsiS...s.csscssss-sess 1
Respiratory Tuberculosis Death RAte....ccccssccnssssssses 002
Total Deaths - Non-Respiratory TuberculosiS......ceseeses 0
Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis Death Rate..... sesa s A anse el
Total Deaths - Respiratory (excluding Tuberculosis)...... ©1
Respiratory peath Rate (excluding Tuberculosis)...cecssee 1425
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IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERTA.

This is carried out in the welfare Clinics and in practitioners!
surgeries. Details are given below - there was a great increase in the
number of primary immunisations and in the number of boosting doses. This
resulted from the small outbreak of diphtheria which occcurred at the end
of 19559.

Primary Immunisations.

Under 1 2 3 L 5=9 10 =14 Total
1 year. year years Years years Jyears years
L52 201 35 17 27 135 89 956

Booster poses.

1 - L years 5 - 9 years 10 - 14 years Total
13 756 367 1,254

Diphtheria.,

As noted in last year's report diphtheria returned to the district in
the winter of ‘1960, when three cases were reported - these were all
retrospective diagnoses. What was common to all three was contact with
Loudwater School and four diphtheria carriers were found among the class-
mates of one of these cases and a teacher at the school contracted the
disease. when the school resumed after the Ymas vacation eleven
carriers were found and were sent to Slade Isoclation Hospital, Oxford,
where one was found to be a mild case. There were two other notification
of diphtheria in Pebruary, a married woman from Princes Risborough who had
just been discharged from St John's Hospitel and a seventeen year old girl
from Flackwell Heath. This patient had contacts with St John's Hospital,
Two ex-patients of this hospital were found to be carriers.

In all there were 30 carriers found - five of them being adults.

Whenever possible carriers were isolated in hospital and were treated
with appropriate doses of ervthromycin. Adults were similarly treated at
howe by their general practitioners. During the period many parents took
advantage of the opportunities offered ofhaving their children immunised
or "boosted" as appropriate and 681 pupils attending adjoining nursery,
inf'ants and primary schools were so deglt with.

Loudwater School had 228 on roll. oOf this number 60% had been fully
immunised, 7% had been given one injection and there was no record of the
other 33% having had any injections at all.

wowadays it is possible for the carrier state to be dealt with by anti
biotics so that by energetic measures taken at the first threat of an out-
break to find the carriers, isolate and treat them the danger of its
smouldering on is minimised,

If this limited outbreak did nothing else it boosted owr immunisation
figures for the year.
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VACCINATION AGATNST POLIOMYELITIS.

puring the year all under 40 years of age became eligible for
vaccination. This meant that clinics had to be used in the evenings
so that adults could be waccinated outside working hours. TIn this
area 35,455 injections were given in 1960,

IMMUNISATION AGATINST WHOOPING COUGH AND TETANUS.

puring the year 731 children were immunised against whooping-
cough. 551 children were immunised against tetanus. This latter
procedure is becoming increasingly popular with the parents,

VACCINATICN AGATNST SMALIPOX.

puring the year 655 primary vaccinations were carried out.
There were 80 re-vaccinations.

VACCINATTONS AGATNST TUBERCULOSIS.

The routine vaccination of children in the 13 year old group
was continued during the year. Pupils attending maintained and
private schools were eligible for this service. In the area of
the Wycombe Nivisional Executive 1,620 children were tuberculin
tested, 1,483 (91.54% of the total) were found to be negative
and were vacc.nated with B.C.G. The acceptance rate for this
procedure is very high.

HOSPITAIS,

The available hospitals in the pistrict are the High Wycombe
war Memorial Hospital, Booker Hospital, Amersham (general Hospital,
Maidenhead Isolation Hospital, Canadian Red Cross Hospital, Taplow;
Stoke Mandeville Hospital, Aylesbury Isolation Hospital, Royal
Bucks Hospital, Avlesbury; The Radcliffe Infirmary, Churchill
Hospital and the Slade Hospital, Oxford; and the Battle Hospital,
Reading.

AMBULANCE SERVICES.

The ambulance station situated at west End Street, High
Wycombe, serves the ma jor portion of the district. This is a
modern establishment in constant radio-communication with
ambulances on the road.

NATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.

Section 47 - No formal action.
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DETATIS OF WATER SUFPLY.

I am indebted to your Engineer & Surveyor for the f'cllcrmng tablf.
‘ v | Supplled direct b;'j" ' | Stzppiied 'bjr rg
| pipes into houses | Standpipes.

'Nn._éf | Estimated | No. of | Estimated |
Hauaes. Po;mlatiun.: Houses., | Pupulat-lon-

Parish

" Bledlow-cun-Saunderton. S5H | 1,910 | & | 20 |

| Bmﬂenham..”.“.......i L 320 - ‘ - F
Ellesborough..esceees 4 281 | 980 L 16 |
leey.“...”.“..“..i 58 256 L 14 F
Fingest..ceoecsressocss 566 2,260 . 14 5
HANbledm eseonccononced S21 |  Tplolle s i le et 08 G |
Hampden, @t & Ltecesses 110 k30 ;. S SR *

 HOABO e v o s s s mal S mrrradl A TIEA
HUghenden..eeeeseesaacs 1,874 . 6,380 46 -1 63

; Ihstnne......-...“”“: o LT O S 9 :

' Kimble, Gt & Lteoceesees 256 8904k 4@ 7 :

| 1,a0CY GreeN..eceseceesss 378 1,590 5 21

' TLongwick-cum=Tlmer..... 176 720 2 7

| MaTdowy Gl s oans o Gl 1,720 24 74 f

| Marlow, Lteceecoecescns 264 1,140 6 03 |

| Medmenhem......eeeeorss 124 880 3 14

| RAOIRES o vusneenbuesss b 202 580 3 E

I Princes Risborough..... 1,947 6,380 L 15

I gtokenchurchescessassss 3 3,070 5 18

| il Les % vt b cubeel 4057 210 . BAO 1L A

West Wycombe Rural..... 562 | 2,150 10 ; 3k

1| WOOEIINN: &isia dininl sl o 2,448 | 7,600 25 : 79

i chepping Wycombe Rural.2,817 = 8,080 32 113

| Totals...........oo..e0fh,792 | 50,006 | 191 | 689 |

| F o 5 I : |
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I am indebted to the Dpirector of the Forest Troducts Research

laboratory, Princes Risborough, for the folliwing particulars of
rainfall recorded during 1960,

Rainfall recorded at Princes Risborough
stgtiana 5}5 feet above sea level.
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CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSEECTOR'S REPORT, 1960.

Public Health Department,
28, High Street,
High Wycombe.

To the Chairman and Members of

the Wycombe Rural District Coumcil.

Mr Chairmen, Ladies and gentlemen,
Herewith I beg to submit a Summary of the work carried

out by the Department in the year 1960.

I am
Mr chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Yours faithfully,

J.P. PERRY
Chief public Health Inspector
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FOREWOOD.

About 10,000 B,c. the earth population was possibly in the neigh-
bourhood of one million. To-day the world population is estimated to
be 2,800 million. At present there is a daily increase of 150,000,
resulting every three months in an addition to the world population
exceeding that of Australia. From the trends of the recent past and
from present indicetions, it is estimated that by the year 2050 the
global population may be 9,000 million.

Man's struggle with his environment is going to be related
primarily to the matter of population. PFive environmental constituent
which bear importantly upon the existence and the enjoyment of life
are energy, land, water, air and food. These resources have been
thought of as boundless in extent and little thought has been given to
their conservation.

The most copious of all the earth's resources and the last that
man has considered as becoming scarce is the atmosphere. (On a global
basis there is plenty, but in the crowded areas clear air has become a
rarecommodity. Man has become singularly indifferent to its quality.
He accepts considerable amounts of smoke and fumes in the air he
breathes. The threat of exposure to excessive amounts of radiation
is a sombre reminder of the necessity to keep our air clean.

Clean water is indispensable. Fears are expressed in some
quarters as to the adequacy of supplies having regard to the world's
surging population. (Clean free-flowing streams were once abundant.
However forests have been cut down, pasture lands are now barren,
eroded hillsides, many streams have lost their sustained flows,
towns and cities have flung out suburbs; the bounding population,
expanding industry and new uses of water tax the water resources.

The sufficiency of food supplies for the expanding world
population is also a matter for concern. QOne fifth of the earth's
land surface is too cold to grow crops, one fifth is too dry to
sustain sgriculture, another fifth is too mountainous for cultivation
and one tenth is bare solid yock - this leaves only 30 per cent of
the lend area potentially available for food production. Vast
effoxts will be needed in order to conserve food supplies and increase
food production in order to satisfy world demands.
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These reflections on air, food and water may not seem appropriate
to our local circumstances. They serve however to give a fresh
appraisal of our present standard of environmental hygiene which far
too often is taken for granted and not given its true evaluation.
Constant vigilance is needed in order to preserve and improve upon
existing conditions,

Clean food, clean air, clean water, good housing and good
sanitation are foundation stones of a healthy nation and it is this
sphere of environmental hygiene which daily claims the attention of
the public health inspector.

The Council's participation in this work is reflected to some
extent in the report submitted under the following sections.-

SECTION 'A! HOUSING

SECTION 'B! WATER SUFFLIES

SECTION 'C! SANTTATTC

SECTION 'D' PEST INFESTATION CONTROL
SECTION 'E! SUFERVISION OF FOOD SUPFLIES
SECTION 'F' FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS

SECTION 'G' ATMOSFHFRIC POLLUTION AND SMOKE ABATEMENT

SECTION 'H' MISCELLANEOUS
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Slum Clearance.

In 1954 = 55 local authorities estimated that there were some
850,000 unfit houses in the country. Of this number they proposed
to demolish or close about 375,000 within five years. Dpuring the
five-year period ending on 31st pecember, 1960, only just over
255,000 houses were dealt with.

According to these figures therefore, there are some 600,000
unfit houses remaining to be dealt with and at the current rate of
clearance of 55,000 - 60,000 houses per year this task should be
completed within the next ten years. 8Since 1955, however, many
thousands of houses have become unfit and additional unfit houses
have been discovered. As a result it is probable that the number
of houses originally estimated to be unfit should have been nearer
1,000,000 than 850,000, This means that there are really about
750,000 houses still to be dealt with.

In the white Paper "Housing in England & wales™ which the
Minister recently presented to parliament, it was pointed out that,
at the present rate of progress well over half the housing authorities

in England and Wales should by the end of 1965 have completed their
clearance programmes. Within ten years the great majority should
have rid themselves of all their slums, although in some fifty areas
clearance will take much longer. These areas include some of the
largest towns and cities and it was estimated in 1958 that they
contained 415,156 unfit houses. Prom 1st Jenuary, 1955, to 31st
December, 1960, the local authorities concermed cleared just under
70,000, From these figures it is obvious that slums will persist

in these areas for a very long time unless some drastic action can
be taken to speed up the work.

Houses in Multi-Qcc L:Eation.

A problem which has grown steadily more serious in recent years
is the occupation by several families or lodgers of houses designed
originally for only one family. Often the occupiers live umder
extremely squalid conditions. T.ocal authorities at present possess
no really effective powers to deal with houses of this kind. The
Government are recognising the seriousness of this problem and are
considering introducing legislation designed to give local authorities

the new powers they need to deal with it satisfactorily.
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I_mprawmmt Grants.

In 1958 discretionary improvement grants were being made at the
rate of about 30,000 per year. The number of grants jumped suddenly
however, in 1959 to 41,486 duve, no doubt, to the changes in the scheme
and there was a further increase in 1960 to 42,988,

In 1959 the standard grents scheme was introduced and 33,061
grants were made in that year. In the following year 82,819 grants
were approved. Par more grants, both discretionary and standard,
are being made in respect of owner-occupied property than of tenanted.
In the case of discretionary grants the ratio of owmer-occupied to
tenanted is 2 : 1, whereas in the case of standard grants it is 4 : 1.
The net result is that in 1960 out of a total of 125,807 grants only
21,877 were for the improvement of privately owned tenanted dwellings.

If the current rate at which improvements are carried out is
maintained viz. 120,000 a year then it has been estimated that about
30 years must elapse before all the houses are provided with modem
amenities. Many consider that far too long a period, and advocate
that the grant schemes should be made more attractive if landlords
are to be stimulated to take advantage of them, or legislation should
be introduced to enable the local authority to compel owvmers to
improve their houses in appropriate cases.,

Standard of FPitness.

It is reasonable to assert that the present fitness standard is
no better than the standard recommended more than forty years ago in
the Manual on nfit Houses.

During the past forty years people have come to expect better
houses, and newly erected houses have all been provided with bathrooms,
hot water supply and other facilities which are to-day regarded as
essential.

What is required is a new standard which will secure for every
family in the land a home structurally sound and free from any
defects which would render it wnfit for human habitation, and also
satisfy modern standards of comfort and convenience. Housing is
a progressive science and standards must constantly advance.

Housing Action.

At the end of 1955 the Council submitted for the Ministry's
approval proposals for dealing with L51 unfit houses liable to
demolition.
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Implementation of the proposals has steadily proceeded in the
ensuing years and the programme has been wvirtually completed by
securing the repair, closure or demolition of these individual unfit
houses,

During the year under review 69 houses have been the subject of
inspection in connection with standard grant applications submitted to
the gounecil.

Few applications have been made for certificates of disrepair,
This should not be regarded however as indicating the general fitness
of houses. It is more likely to be attributed to a fear of eviction,
or of court proceedings, to a lack of interest by the tenants or
hesitation on the part of owners to increase the rents of houses
réqujring repair than to be due to the absence of items of' disrepair.

SUMNARY OF NOTICES SERVED.

(2) pProceedings under Sections 5, 10 & 12 of the Housing pct, 1957:-

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices

were served requiring repairs, (informal notices)s.seee 11
(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which formal

notices were served requiring repairS....ssssssssesssss Nil

(3) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit
after service of notice..... R M i A s e e 10

(b) Proceedings under Sections 16, 18 & 23 of the Housing Act, 1957:-
(1) wNumber of dwelling houses dealt with under Section 16
'Df the H'Dusj.!lg ﬂct '195?1--.---it--ottoo-i-ri--l--l-!i-l-l---li--l #6

(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
demolition orders were DAdC.csssssssonssssscsssnsssnsnnns 14

(3) Number of dwelling houses the subject of undertakings
not to use for human habitation when vacated..sscscssss 16
(4) wNumber of dwelling houses the subject of undertakings

tu repm.rrllllllliiitllii-l---tllliiiiiiiiiiil'iiliilliIlllI-l 16

(5) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance of
demulitim Dzﬂem'iﬁqfiil-i#ilﬁ-.-l---liiﬁii....i'ﬂ-l..i'l' 11F

(6) wNumber of dwelling houses repaired as a result of
wndertakings given by OWDOIB..sssescessssesssnnssssnsnann i1

(7) Number of demolition orders revoked...c..scescccssccccs 2
(¢) Proceedings under the public Health Act 1936:-

(1) Houses in which defects were remedied after the
service of informal/formal noticeS...csesssesscscssssce 88
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Rent Act 1957 = certificates of Disrepair.

Applications for certificates of disrepair during the year under
review numbered three. The comparitively few applications are to
some extent attributable to the majority of notices for rent increases
being served soon af'ter the Act came into operastion and the response
by tenants at that time for certificates of disrepair,

Applications for certificates have however been small in number
since the Act came into force, a total of forty-six hawving been
received since the introduction of the Act.

Proceedings under the Rent pct 1957:-
Part 1. Applications for Certificates of Disrepair,

(1) Number of applications for certificates.......ceeceee 3
(2) Number of decisions not to issue certificates........ Nil
(3) Number of decisions to issue certificates...cceceeees 3

(4) Number of undertskings given by landlords under
paI‘agraphE ﬂf the FiIE»t schedﬂe.ﬁﬂiﬁﬁiiiiiiﬂ-iiiiﬂ 2

(5) Number of undertakings refused by Local Authority
under proviso in paragraph 5 of the First Schedule... Nil

{61 pinber of cortificates issued..icccssocscessassscnsss 1

Part 11. Applications for Cancellation of certificates.

(7) Applications by landlords to Local puthority for
cancallation of pertificates.sccsccosssssscnsess o o N1

(8) objections by tenants to cancellation of certificates Wil

(9) Dpecision by Local Aputhority to cancel in spite of
tmt‘s Dbjectinn..."-‘...-.‘I‘.‘..--.‘.I..-‘I.‘..'ll Hil

(10) certificates cancelled by Local Authority...e.eseesss Nil
Part 111. Applications for certificates as to the
Remedying of Defects.
(11) Application by landlord to Local Authority for
Certificates as to the Remedying of Defects...... “os 1
(12) Decision by Local Authority to issue certificate.... 1

Total applications for gertificates of Disrepair since pct
came Into foOrCe..scssasenssnssss A AR S T g T o L6
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SECTION 'B'.
WATER SUFPPLIES.

The importance of a pure and adequate water supply cannot be over-
emphasised. It is an increasingly essential factor in our ways of life
and exerts a large influence upon industry and population trends.

Whilst to-day water borne disease has been reduced to insignificant
proportions, the possibility of disease from water must never be overlooked
Local authorities have the statutory duty to determine the sufficiency and
wholesomeness of water supplies in their districts,

Surveillance of water supplies has therefore continued throughout the
year. Of the 92 samples collected and submitted for chemical/bacterio-
logical examination 22 were reported upon as not conforming to a satisfact«
standard. (Owners of properties were accordingly requested to provide a
wholesome and sufficient water supply. In some cases water mains were not
within a reasonable distence and the Council approved main extensions of a
minor character,

As indicated in the preceding report changes were impending as a
result of the Bucks Water Board Act of 1959. The Act has now been
implemented resulting in the water undertakings of the High Wycombe
Borough Council, Wycombe Rural District and Marlow Water Company being
transferred to the Bucks Water Board.

only two water undertakings now operate in the rural distriect,
viz, the Bucks Water Board and the Rickmansworth & Uxbridge Valley

Water Company.

In 1959 I reported that owing to special circumstances, the
Cowncil had installed a chlorinating plant in order to ensure that
water derived from a private supply was wholesome. The supply serves
111 houses and a factory.

Thissupply has been regularly checked at source.
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SECTION ‘C'.
SANITATTON,

Cesspool drainage is still the predominant form of drainage in
the area and the attendant problems relating to collection and
disposal of sewsge remain.

These difficulties are however being progressively resolved
as the drainsge schemes for Wooburn Valley, Hughenden and Hazlemere
proceed, As other schemes come into operation the concept of a
network of sewers throughout the district will be appreciably
nearer realisation.

In the meanwhile many problems arise in connection with the
existing individual drainage systems of houses, and officers of
the pPublic Health Department are constantly advising householders
who experience trouble in this comnection.

SECTION 'D'.

PEST INFESTATION CONTROL.

It has been estimated that the Common Rat population is at
least as large as the human population of great Britain,

Quite apart from their destructive habits causing them to
be a factor of considerable economic importance, rats are
definitely carriers of disease, and as such constitute an ever-
present menace to the public health.

Rodent extermination is therefore a matter of major
importance, and this is reflected in the pPrevention of Damage
by pests Act, 1949, which clearly defines the duties of owners
and occupiers of premises and local authorities in the work of
pest extermination. Rodent control is a community responsibi-
lity, and in this comnection occupiers of premises can play
an important part by reporting immediately any infestation
which occurs in order that action may be promptly taken.

Workable Area committee.

The Council is a constituent member of the South Bucks &
East Berks workable Area Committee and meetingsof the committee
have been held at regular intervals.
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The Committee, comprised of representatives from Local
authorities, Ministry of Apgriculture, Fisheries and Food and other
interested organisations, is a most useful medium for exchange
of views on pest destruction work.

Research work is continuously carried out by personnel of
the Ministry in order to discover more effective material and
methods for pest destruction and members of the committee are
kept informed of these developments.

Rodent control gmatment.

The rodent destruction service which the Council operate
has been extensively engaged on farms and other business premises,

The income derived from this work during the year 1960
totalled 21,342,

As a result of survey and notification by occupiers of
inf'ested premises, extermination of rodents has been carried
out at dwelling houses, factory premises, food premises, refuse tips,
etc. Details relating to the work are submitted in the accompanying
table,

0 thﬂr=.Pe$ ts ®

Persons troubled with wasps have called upon the public
Health Department for assistance.

As a result 236 wasps' nests were destroyed, Harassed
residents were very appreciative of the service given.
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SECTIN ‘E°,

SUPFRVISION OF FOOD SUFFLIES.

Generally.

A comparitively short time ago it was common practice to obtain
food daily from garden, field or market and to take it home for immediate
cooking. Milk was sold without being treated. To tide over the
winter, the vegetables were home-dried, canned, pickled or preserved.
¥ilk was made into cheese, Except in remote rural areas and in undeve-
loped countries, the food supply situation is now completely revoluticmise
by current technology, chemistry and bacteriology.

In the developed countries to-day the bulk of food comes from con-
tainers, cans, boxes, bottles, plastic packages etc. It has been subject
to preservative treatments of some kind, including pasteurisation,
sterilization,refrigeration, freezing, dehydration, pickling, preserving
and the applications of antibiotics, hormones, vacuum and irradiation.
Foods which used to perish in a day may now be kept attractive and
palatable for days, weeks or even years, Milk is now pasteurised in
compact heat-exchangers at high temperature. Antibiotics are fed to
animals in enormous amounts to increase rate of growth or milk yields.
Hormones are implanted in fowls to modify sex characteristics and to
improve the quality of meat.

The effects of ionizing radiation in food preservation are
impressive, although adverse changes in flavour, colour and odour still
present problems and the health implications are yet to be determined.
It is estimated that currently some LOO chemicels are being added to
foods as preservatives, anti-oxidants, thickeners, thinmers, emulsifiers
and colouring agents.

In the western countiries vending machines are everywhere dispensing
food and drink, much of it formerly considered highly perishable.
Electronic ranges now do in a few seconds the cooking job which formerly
required hours. Housewives can buy complete pre-cooked meals in frozen
form, stor= them in home freezers until needed and quickly serve by
warming in an electric range.

The changes in food production and distribution are exciting but
at the same time they may present certain hazards to health. cConstant
vigilance is therefore needed in order to assess any hidden dangers
which may arise from the new techniques now being employed.
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The implementation of the provisions of the Food & Drugs Act,
byelaws and regulations may be considered as a combined operation
with the following potential participants:; The Ministers, local
authorities, local authority officers, food trade employers and
employees, the shopping public, magistrates'courts and the Press.

The public, being important and powerful, can play a most
effective part in this team. If practices which are aesthetically
objectionable are found they can complain and withdraw their
custom.

of'ten, however, bad food practices are not challenged
because of a national disinclination to be involved in any public
argument and partly because members of the public are not yet
sufficiently well informed as to the hygienic standards they are
entitled to expect. Money spent upon educating the public to an
expectation of higher standards of food hygiene on a national
scale is money well spent. An informed and discriminating public
can accomplish much towards securing satisfactory standards.

In progressing towards clean food much has already been done
by the foed trade by way of improved packaging and display, by
local authorities and their officers by means of education during
frequent routine inspections, and by enforcement of legislative
control in the case of persistent offenders. The improvements
made with regard to premiseés and cquipment have not however been
matched by improved methods.

cafes, Resturants & Food Shopa.

A summary of the work of the department in comnection
with visits to cafes, restaurants and food shops is as follows:-

Number of visits to food premises..... g PRt D b T
e e e e e e L] . 2 2l a decssnsannsaansdnsnnassnsesans 21
Food rooms repasired (floors, walls, ceilings, windows)..... 17
AR NN DO YT A80. s s seercsscsrcstsnsrssssnssasssncsanans . 3
New Sanitary accommodation provided...ccesscescssssscosanses 2
Provision of constant hot water supply.ciicsssccccccnnnnses &
Rodent infestation dealt with..........cc0e... B W B S 2l
Additional ventilation provided....ceecceececcscocccscccses 6
T R e 14



Sale of Tce-cream.

Jce-cream remains a popular commoditv and sales continue to
increase. Pifteen new registrations ol premises for the sale of
ice-cream have been approved during the year under review and the
number of registered premises now total 131, In nearly all cases
the ice-creem is sold in a pre-packed condition.

Milk.

only milk which is heat-treated or tuberculin tested can be
s80ld within the gouncil's district which is a "Specified prea".

Milk is almost free of tuberculosis and this has been achieved
partly by the eradication of diseased cows and especially by heat
treatment.

Infection with brucella organisms however is widespread +hrough-
out the dairy herds of this country, and these organisms can infect
maen and cause undulant fever. The reservoir of infection is cattle
and the main vehicle of transmission is infected raw milk or infected
raw cream, The incidence of brucellainfection in msn is not precisely
known. One of the main reasons for this is that neither the disease
in men nor contagious abortion in cattle is compulsory notifiable,

The most effective way to prevent human infection would be to
eradicate this reservoir, that is inf'ected animals. Vaccination of
cattle and other measures are being adopted in order to achieve this
end. Whilst awaiting for the cattle disease to be eradicated two
measures commend themselves viz.the extension of pasteurization to
all milk and secondly the compulsory notification of the human disease.

The Council's participation in administering legislation
dealing with milk is reflected in the following information;:-

Number of visits t0 daiTy PIemiSeB..ici:seeioeossesssssnsstnnaae spmugia
Dairy premizes repgistered.ceecccrvorssnrvassshnnssanehiviefiis i uEn
Number of dealers' licences issued to use designation "Pasteurised™ 17
Number of dealers' licences issued to use designation "Tuberculin

pested"..., 16

Number of supplementary licences issued to use designation
"pasteurised® 5

Number of supplementary licences issued to use designation
"ruberculin Tested 6
Number of licences issued to use designation "Sterilised"......... 5

Number of cases of milk infected with tubercle bacilli...cccssscss
Number of cases of milk infected with brucella..sssssssssssssssnns
Number of milk samples taken for biological examinationesessscssse

o
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gomplaints.

complaints received in connection with foodstuffs purchased
included;-

gpent match in bread.

Mouldy steak and kidney pie.
Insect in bread.

Dirty paper in bag of crisps.
Dirty milk bottle.

These complaints were investigated and resulted in letters
of a cautionary character being sent to four offenders.

In the case of the dirty milk bottle legal proceedings were
instituted and the defendants were fined £10 with costs.

Meat Inspection.

In the preceding report I reviewed the provisions of Section
3 of the Slaughterhouse pct, 1958, whereby each local authority is
required to report to the Minister on;-

(a) the existing and probable future requirements of
their districts for slaughterhouse facilities and

(b) the facilities which are, or are likely to become
available to meet these requirements.

puring the year under review a report was prepared and sub-
mitted to the Minister for approval. The report, couprehensive
in character included information on the situation and type of
district, population; consultations held with neighbouring local
authorities, meat traders and other interested organisations;
details of existing slaughterhouses and the works required to be
carried out in order to make them comply with the new construc-
tion I'Egulatiﬂnﬂﬁ

The report was duly approved, and the 1st July, 1962 is
prescribed as the date from which all slaughterhouses in the
Council's district must comply with the construction regulations,

There are 3> private slaughterhouses in the district and the
occupiers have again co-operated in their efforts to maintain
satisf'actory food hygiene stendards and to ensure that animals
are humanely treated.
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All animals killed in the slaughterhouses within the Cowncil's
district have been examined by your officers.

The amount of meat condemned has again been comparitively small
due to selective buying by the butchers and the purchase of animals
reared locally, resulting in a minimum of transportation with conse-
quent reduced risk of injury.

Detai's relating to the animals killed in the slaugh‘terhnus'es
within the council's ares are set forth in the table on page 33.

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933 and 1951.

In pursuance of the sbove pcts the council renewed 16 licences
and granted 2 new licaces to persons engeged in the slaughtering
of food animals,

Poultry Packing Stations.

There are two establishments in the area in which poultry are
processed on an extensive scale.

The birds are killed, bled, put into plucking machines, singed,
eviscerated, eviscerated caracases washed and placed into chill=-tanks.
The caracases are then placed in diasphane envelopes and subsequently
loaded into blast freezers. The birds emerge in a hard frozen
condition and are packed in cartons in readiness for delivery.

These poultry packing stations have been the subject of
frequent inspections and they are claiming an increasing proportion
of the inspectoratets tinme,
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MEAT.

Caracases inspecteﬂ and condemed,

Hum'ber k:.lleﬂ
Nuunber inapecteti

All diseases exce

Tuberculosis an |
GEEthGIEl-‘ ;

whole carcases i
Ccnﬂ.emneﬂ..+.-;u--!

Part carcase or :
organ condemned.... |

Percentage of the |
number inspected |
af'fected with
disease other
than tuberculosis |
L——fFa cysticerci“”.E

e '

Tuberculosis aq}z ERS

. Whole carcase
i condelmned..ceessses |

Part carcase or _
organ condemed....

Percentage of the
. number inspected
! affected with .
' Tuberculosis..cc...

e e

cj'sticermais g8

Part carcase or
organ condemed....

e

Carcases
refrigerated.......

Generalised and
l_tuta,lly condemed. . |

.

e

cattle

Excluding| cows

Cows |

o1 &
ki

L4

e
i

1

3.6 16,78

l c:a.lvea‘

82 |
82

pee o i

Sheep
and | pigs

Horses
Iﬂm_i____m_h_______

1, 266. 1 Dﬂh' -
1 205 1 Dﬁh

These figures represent a total carcase weight condemed of

1 cwte 1 qtr. 24 1bs. and weight of offal 5 cwt

® 1 q_tr-

2 1bs,
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SECTIN ‘'F'.
WACTCRIES AND WORKFLACES.
Pactories.

The factory premises registered with the council number 168.

The tables submitted herewith contain statistical information
required by the Ministry of Labour and National Service, and include
the work of the public Health Inspector in relation to factory
administiration as it concerns the local authority.

Matters claiming attention include cleanliness, ventilation,
lighting, sanitary accommodation and means of escape in case of
fire. A number of factories have canteens and are therefore subject
to the provisions of the Food & Drugs pAct 1955 and the Food Hygiene
Regulations, 1955.

Homework.

A provision of the Pactories pct 1937 requires firms employing out-

workers +to furnish to the local authority twice yearly lists giving
the names and addresses of persons carrying out specified work con=

nected with the business of the factory at premises outside the factory.

Homes of the outworkers should conform to a satisfactory
standard of environmental hygiene.

The lists submitted to the gouncil showed that outworkers were
principally employed on the making and altering of wearing apparel.

1. Inspections made for Provisions as to Health.

Premises Nuﬁer Inspec~|Written|Qccupiers |
- e o, el | Registe tions |Notices| Pprose=
(1) Pactories in which Sections -~ e MGG S T

1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be en- I ; |
forced by TLocal Authorities,, 10 ! 18- plosgras] vl
(2) Pactories not included in (1) : :
in which Section 7 is en=- ' ! |
forced by Loocal Authorities.. 158 j 11 s T ¢ B |
(3) other premises in which Sec 7
is enforced by the I.ocal puth- L : - _
ority (ex outworkers premises) Nil | nil | il | Nil

e i i s i e e A — =T -
1

Tutalsiiii-ii!i#ﬁﬂﬁinnﬁil--ln--

168 | 189 16 I Nil

AT

T e o
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2. CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND.

N e

e A gt ——

T e

Number of cases in
e O T e of
4 Seth-Ted | oases in
neme-| T HeMs| By H.M. Which prose-
Found died Inspec-| Inspec- cutions were
tor tor instituted.
Consae D R TR TR ERREE PRt S ENEsa N S
want of Qleanliness.. | Wil |wil | Wil Nil Nil
l - !
Uﬂ'EI‘GI‘D‘dehG et dewesed | Hil Nil | Nil i Hil Hil
Inreasonable tempera- | '
tUreccecescssccosses | Nil [Nil Nil Nil Nil
Inadequate ventila- i ‘
! tim.-lll-lliiiiﬂﬂtun-ﬂ 1 i 1 ' Hil Hil Hil
| | .
Ineffective drainage
! of £loorS.secccocess | ) S Nil Nil Nil
| | | |
Sanitary Conveniences. | i
| (a) Insufficiento.ees. 5 | 5 | pil 2 Nil |
% (b) Unsuitable or ! | '
’i &Bfﬂc‘biw sssaas s nll ? ? Nll 1 i Hil !
' (c) Not separate | ; ; | |
. for sexes...veuus 1 .; R Nil | Nil ;
| Other offences F | |
' against the Act (mot | i
. including offences | i !
. relating to Qutworks) Wil quil Nil | Nil Nil
| Totals lhes s o A5 - S [ Nil

Number of Certificates issued relating to the provision of
sufficient means of Fire Bscapl.eccsrsceccossescccrscrccsss

2
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OUTWORK .

Sections 110 and {11

outwor- |cases No. of No. of
kers in |of de- Pr:ie' instan-
Nature of August fault G'; ONS|ces of | Notices|pProse-
list re= | in ur work in served | cutions
rk.
o |quired by|sending failure | nynole-
Sec.110 |licts | 0 | some
(1) (¢) |to the | WPLY | remises.
. ; 1Cmmcil f lists. i :
| Wearing apparel | : g |
| Making etec..... | 38 - I - - | - =
' Household [,inen | 5 - - 2 ! . -
Lace, Lace cur- |
1 tajﬂﬁ&nﬂtsg.-. £|- - - - - - !
Artificial _ i 5
ﬂmmiiiliiiti! 5 | B ! - : . ‘: — —
e e
Totals 52 e L - | - - b
Rag Flock.

The Rag Flock and Qther Filling Materials Act, 1951, forbids
the use of filling materials to which the Act applies for such
purposes as upholstery and the stuffing of bedding, toys and baby
carriages except on premises registered by a local authority.

Standards of cleanliness of filling materials are given by
Regulations and penalties are prescribed for using unclean material.

Accordingly premises have been visited, records checked and

where deemed necessary. Generally the
filling materials were found to be marked with the British Standards

samples of rag flock taken

Institution mark signifying that the materials comply with the
prescribed standards of cleanliness,
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SECTION 'G'.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTICON AND SMOEE ABATEMENT.

The whole field of air pollution is an aspect of public health
inspection which demands increasing attention by the govermment,
local authorities, industry and householders,

The great majority of air pollution is caused by the inefficient
buming of fuels. It is in the interest of all concerned that the
war against atmospheric pollution should be waged with the utmost
vigour. The emission of smoke, grit and other pollutants constitutes
not only a public nuisance causing substantial damage to health,
buildings, fabrics and plants, but is also a source of considerable
fuel wastage.

The glean Air Act is comprehensive and is the first really
effective legislation for dealing with the social evil of atmos-
pherie pollution. Hitherto all legislation, albeit ineffective,
dealing with atmospheric pollution was limited to industrial and
commercial premises. The Clean Air Act, however, gives the local
authority power to deal with the domes’ ic smoke problem by making
an order, which must be confirmed by the Minister, declaring the
whole or any part of its district as a "smoke control area".

Such an area containing dwelling houses, industrial and
commercial properties or a mixture of all three, would become
a Smoke free area in so far as any emission of smoke would
constitute an offence under the pct.

The domestic fire burning bituminous coal is responsible
for more then half the total smoke from all sources, If there-
fore the Clean Alr pct is to become effective and the clean air
campaign successful, no local authority can ignore its responsibi-
lities on the grounds that its area is partly or wholly residential
or non-industrial.

The reduction of railway smoke is progressing as the British
Transport Commission implements its modemisation schemes,

Iﬂ.ﬂ.'l.'l.ﬂ‘t EE ™

The prevention of industrial smoke raises many technical
problems. (Considerable sums however are being spent on piani
improvement and industry is generally recognising its obligations
to reduce air pollution.
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Domestic.

The domestic chimney is responsible for more than half the total
smoke from all sources, and for the first time local authorities can
now control domestic smoke. 8Smoke control orders are the means pro-
vided by the Act for dealing with the domestic smoke problem.

Improvements in this sphere are however evolving. New and efficient
appliances are replacing the old type of fire grate. Smokeless fuels are
ousting coal, and gas, electricity and oil fuel are being used increasingly

control Measures.

Control measures which the Council are at present operating in
order to prevent atmospheric pollution include:-

(1) Action where necessary against the emission of dark
smoke and securing the minimum emission of grit and
dust.

(2) Ensuring thet new industrial furnaces are not
installed unless they are capable so far as
practicable of being operated without emitting
smoke.

(3) Regulating the height of chimmeys in connection
with the erection or extension of industriasl
buildings.,

(4) Implementing byelews which require all new
buildings to beequipped with smokeless fuel
appliances.

(5) The Minister has now approved a smoke control order
made jointly by the Council and a neighbouring local
authority in connection with a new housing estate,
part of which is in the gouncil's district, and part
in the area of the neighbouring authority.

SECTIGN ‘H'.
MISCELLANEQUS.
Caravans,

Much could be written on this subject. In the previous report I
stated that the government was preparing new legislation which had as
its object a more effective control of caravan sites and improvement
of conditions by requiring good standards of lay-out, equipment and
maintenance.
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A report by Sir Arton Wilson on "Caravans as Homes", dated
3Mst July, 1959, was presented to Parliament by the pinister of
Housing & Local government in November, 1959. The pct with
which we are now concerned received Royal Assent on the 29th
July, 1960, and came into force one month later. pAs well as
strengthening the powers of plamning authorities it introduces
a new licensing system,

Implementation of the Act necessitated a wvery thorough
survey of the district in order to determine all the caravans

stationed within the area. The number was found to approximate
to 600,

The caravans were then classified into groups according to
their usage e.g. some are used for holiday purposes, others for
residential use and others simply stored and not used for human
habitation. Next followed planning consideration of each site
to assess its status.

In certein cases permissions were given for sites to continue
for varying periods, in other cases enforcement procedure was
recommended to clear sites and a further number of sites were
assessed as being suitable for discontinuance action,

Following plamning permissions site licences had to be issued
end conditions prescribed, appropriate to each case, in order
to regulate each site and secure satisfactory conditions.

The Staff of the public Health Department has been exten-
sively engaged in this work.

It is said that caravan sites are an admission of failure
to build houses or make available houses at prices which the
people can afford. Most of the people living in caravans would
prefer to be in houses,

When one really appreciates that the standard carasvan
contains 165 square feet for all living purposes and that this
standard caravan could be contained within the principal
living room of a normal house, the attitude of many plarming
authorities and public health authorities in considering the
caravan a sub-standard form of dwelling, can be appreciated.

It would seem impossible to lead a full and active family
life in the cramped conditions of a caravan. Many feel that
where there are small children in a family, a caravan is not a
suitable home at all, and indeed the evidence obtained by a
social survey suggested that about 80 per cent of caravan house-
holds were either wanting to move into a house or flat or
bungalow, in the foreseesble future, if they could get one that
suited their needs.
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Agriculture (Safety, Health & Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956,

Certain provisions of this pct require local authorities to
determine the sufficiency of sanitary conveniences for the use of
workers on agricultural units, and by notice secure additiomal
sanitary accommodation where there is inadequate provision.

puring the year 1960 inspection of agricultural units has
continued and 14 occupiers have been requested to provide sufficient
sanitary accommodation for their employees.

Hairdressers.

The Council has adopted Section 52 of the Buckinghamshire
county council apct which provides for the registration of hair—
dressers and barbers,

The gouncil have now made byelaws under the same pct for the
purpose of securing cleanliness of the premises, instruments, towels,
materials and equipment together with the cleanliness of persons
employed on the premises in regard to both themselves and their
C-lﬂthing-

Twenty-four premises have now been registered for the carrying
on of the business of hairdresser and/or barber.

Registration of Dealers in (0ld Metals & Marine Stores.

There are 12 premises within the rural district where the
business of dealing in old metals is transacted. In accordance
with Section 88 of the public Health Amendments pct, 1907, records
must be kept in relation to articles purchased by such dealers.

The National pAssistance pct, 1948. Section 50.

A local authority has the responsibility to arrange for the
burial or cremation of any person who has died or has been found degd in

the area, providing that no other suitable arrangement has been made
for the burial.

puring the year 1960 the council were called upon to arrange for
the burial of two persons.

Pet pAnimals apct, 1951.

This pct regulates the sale of pet animals making provision
for the licensing of pet animal shops and imposing conditions for
the animals to be accommodated and cared for in a satifactory
Manner. :

One shop was licensed during the year under review.
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Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Fegulations, 1953.

This pct makes it an offence to sell or expose for sale
any heating appliances not fitted with a suitable guard.

No contraventions of the pct have been obserwved.

Licensing of Game Dealers.

The Council granted two licences authorising dealers to
buy and sell game.

Infectious Diseases,

Visits have been made in comnection with cases of notifiable
infectious diseases., Relevant information with regard to the
history of the cases obtained and recorded, contacts checked and
disinfection of rooms and bedding carried out. Details of the
department's work is indicated below:.-

m&r Df vj.sits Pﬁi&_._,,..---;--l-in-rl-l-'.'-i'it-uliltt-*-- 95
" ® premises disinfected {tu‘berculosis)............. 12

" ® premises diasinfected (other infectious diseases) 25

Noise,

Nuisance from noise is a natural phenomenon in our daily
life, Iike most forms of nuisance, much of the noise suffered
is either unnecessary or capable of prevention, and, because it
may curtail sleep, or otherwise affect health, it is only right
that the hand of the local authority should have been strengthened

bFE::hE appearance on the Statute Book of the Noise pbatement pct,
19 . g

The casual relationship between noise and vibration is at
last formally recognised in law, and any noise or vibration,
amounting to a nuisance 2t common law, becomes a statutory
nuisance within the meaning of the public Health pAct, 1936.

As with earlier advances into new fields of effort, this
Act contains the defence clause whereby the defendant may plead
that, where a charge of noise from his trade or business is
concerned, he has taken the best practicsble means of preventing
or of counteracting the effect of noise or vibration. The Act,
moreover, does not apply to noise or vibration from aircraft.
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puring the year six complaints of noise nuisances were received and
the cases investigated. In instances where statutory nuisances were
confirmed, appropriate action was taken in order to secure abatement of
the nuisances.

CONCLUSION .

The report has set out some of the ways a local authority contributes
in the field of environmental health. The target, promotion of health,
is an exciting one and exacting in its achievement.

Of'ten however the work does not receive the evaluation it deserves.
Therein lies the danger of losing environmental health standards now
enjoyed and which have been secured over a long period of time by
immeasurable effort.

Constant vigilance and action by the central government and local
authorities supported by an informed public are needed in order to sustain
action whereby the standards we now enjoy are maintained and improved upon.









