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WYCOMEE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Public Health Department,
28, High Street,

High Wycombe.
October, 1958.

To the Chairman and Members of
the Wycombe Rurel District Council.

Mr Chairman, My Lord, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have pleasure in presenting my report for the year 1957.

The registrar general's estimate of the population in mid-
1957 was 44,480 which was 860 above the figure for the previous
year end this was partly accounted for by an excess of 377 births
over deaths.

There were 779 births during the year - an increase of 3
on the previous year's figures end the number of deaths = 402 =
was 33 down.

The most satisfactory feature of the statistics was the
low number of infant deaths, There were only 7 and the
infantile mortality rate of 9 per 1,000 live births is the lowest
ever recorded in the district and compares very favourably with
16,1, the figure for 1956, However one must not expect such a
low figure every year because when one is dealing with a
relatively low number of births there are apt to be rather wide
variations in the rate from year to year., Be that as it may it
iz a matter for congratulation that the rate is so low.
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Although, as usual, diseases of the heart and circulation
accounted for most deaths there was again an inerease in the
number of deaths from cancer, These numbered 84 as against
79 in 1956 when there were 33 more deaths in all. The organ
most frequently the site of the disease was the lung and this
variety of cancer caused 18 deaths, 4 of them in respect of
females., The average age at death was 60,4 years and in
fact only two deaths were in persons over 70 years., It is
therefore predaminently a disease of middle aged males or teo
be correct of those males who in their time have indulged in
tobacco smoking particularly clgarette smoking. On the face
of it this appears to be one of the types of cancer than can
be prevented but adolescents begimming to indulge in cigarettes
are not very worried about possible consequences thirty or
forty years hence and it is very doubtful if propaganda
against smoking will have beneficial effects,.

Among the infectious diseases notified there was nothing
unusual, the most notifications were in respect of measles
which accounted for 390 cases. There were three cases of
poliomyelitis, two paralytic and one non-paralytic. As is
usual these days no case of diphtheris was notif'ied.

We had been led to expect an epidemic of Asian flu and
when it did arrive in the autumn of the year on the whole
it turned out to be mild in virulence although there were
five deaths in which influenza was a contributing factor.
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In the early autumn the Ministry of Health extended the age
range of children eligible for poliomyelitis wvaccination so that
it was possible faor any child bom 1943 and later to be registered
for vaccination., Unfortunately the demend for this far exceeded
the available supplies but at the end of the year arrangements
were being made to import vaccine made in America with the promise
that supplies would be sufficient to clear the extensive weiting

lists.

Another change in immumological procedure was made at the end
of the year when the giving of combined vaccines against diphtheria
and whooping-cough was discontinued. These were thought to provoke
poliomyelitis in a very small number of childrem particularly when
the reagent contained alum. The result is that whereas immumity
against diphtheria, whooping-cough and tetanus could be obtained
by three injections of a combined vsceine now it is necessary to
have five injections to preduce immmity to diphtheria and
whooping=-cough and another thiee to give immmity to tetanus.

When three injections of polio vaccine are given and also smallpox
vaccination it is evident that in the first year of life an infant
is uething more than a pin cushion. It is hoped that someone will
produce a combined vaccine which will do away with the need to
submit youmg infants to so many immmalogical procedures.

In conclusion I thank the Council for their encouragement
during the year and to Mr Perry and my brother officials special
thanks are due for their assistance so freely given at all times.

A.J. MUIR

Medical Off'icer of Health
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STATISTICS.

S e e et 71,232
Bonnlatdon (1951) conBuB.c.ssvesssssasssnssassscennesnss 39,352
Registrar General's Estimate of population mid-1957..... L L8O
No, of inhabited houses on rate book (31st March, 1957). 12,938
Rateable Value a3 at 13t April, 1957 ccceccnscescencaccs £513,39

Estimated Product of Penny Rate 18t April, 1957...ccseee £2,143

EXTRACT FROM THE VITAL STATISTICS
FOR YEAR 1 .

BIRTIS .
Male. Female. Total.
Live Births Legitimate 386 357 43
Illegitimate 18 18 36
Lo 305 779
Still Births Legitimate L 3 1
Tllegitimate 0 o 0

& 3 7

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the Estimated Population.......... 175
Comparability Factor = Birth Rat@..eeseeescccssscassescsss 1401
] PiTth Ratl.ceseeis.vusseesiosnasasssssscsss 1767
Birih Rate of England and WaleS...eeeeeessescscscacscsccse 1641
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 births live and stille......... 8.9
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DEATHS .
Numbexr of Deaths - Males - 216
Females - 186
402

Death Rate psr 1,000 of the Estimated Populatiof..eseccssessss 9.0
Gﬂmpal"&'illity F&Ctﬁ:’aanno-nn:nee--oaq-n-n---a--ialliniorlqoiill 1-'00
Adjusted Lotal Donth Rat@.sceccsvvasssnvennsbninninainnsnabns 9.00
De&th R.EL{‘E‘! :}-f. Eh’:'-glmd 'Ena- Wales'ﬂ#'ﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ##ﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘-f"fﬂ.."..""-- 11.5
Tuberculosis Death Rate, Wycombe Rural District...cceccecccee 0,04
Tuberculosis BE&th Rat’eg Total c‘mt!r&a---ut'itinttqniili-lil 0105

IFANT MORTALITY.
7 infants died wmder the age of one year,

!&- Female, m-

Legitimats..cccivensssccsee. cssue L 3 T
Illegit'imateﬂ-:ﬂrfdnnnnnhﬁ#lnﬁiﬁﬁii G 0 D
& 3 f

This represenis a mortality rate of 9,0 per 1,000 related births
comparad with 23,0 as a general figure for England and Wales.

Neo-natal mortality rate = 6.4, compared with a county rate of
16,0,

MATERNAL DEATHS.
(2) From puerperal sepsis..... O

(b) From other maternal causes O
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TABLE OF TEATHS,

DISEASE. MALES., FEMALES. TOTAL.

1. Tuberculosis, respiratory...cecececcees
2. Tuberculosis, other.coccccsecscoonsssee
Se ERypiilitiec dlneases...coveoscovsonsesss
FERREE . .. ... A
5. Whooping Cough.cccouccssccsssccoscscess
6. Meningococcal InfectionSc.ccocccsssscss
T~ houte Poliomyelitls..csoocvsoewssoosses
B, Meamles.....ecscs00000000ss000000ssvns0
9. Other infectious disease@S.c.ccccessrese
10, Cancer, stomach....ccecso0ssssscessssss

£ = O O O O O = O =
- O O O O O = O N

-
(=

el
rs
i
)

11. Gamer. 1%5\)'1!Dﬁi#iii‘ﬁﬁii'#iﬂ#ﬂﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ"

o

12. cmer’ bmt#ﬁnﬁﬁnﬂﬂbﬁnnbﬁ-ﬁﬂ-ﬂﬂl-ﬁﬁﬁli.

o

15. GIIIBEI', ut&m-paonuqnnuuqnnnpnp.ol.-4.

4%
L

1h. Other caneers..cccosccoccoccocscesseese
15. Leukaemia, aleUKeemIifcooossocoscesococons
IR B SR & s v scossonssasnuosannseerorsns
17. Vascular lesions, nervous system....... 18
18. Coronary disesse, engina....ceccecsesees 49
19. Hypertension with heart disease€..c...... 5
20, Dther heart diseases..cceccsoceccssssss 15
21. Other circulatory diseaseSc.cecsscccecs 9
S TN L & s ateiin s s s via o n e aine e 5
E N PRSI LR o o a5 65308 800000scsesassnssass 19
LT TR e R . |
25. Other respiratory disesseS...cccesscees 2
26. Gastric and duodenal ulcer..ccceseccscs 1
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrthoea..... 0

3

23‘ Hephﬂtiﬁi Tlephmsiﬂaungupuuuaq-nqtupin

HEaprFuo

=% P3 N A\
mccnmmﬁmmpomdmﬁmmrmouaccacc-t

i © = pa
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TABLE OF DEATHS. (contd)

DISEASE. MAIES, FEMALES. TOTAL.

29, Hyperplasia of Prostate.....cececeeses 5 0 5
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortioN....... 0 0 0
31. Congenital malformetionS....eseeccoess 3 0 3
32, Other defined and ill-defined diseases 11 18 29
33, Motor vehicle accidentS....ccecccacces 1 1 2
e Other accidentS.cecevecoceccecscsnenne L 6 10
35 SulcldBececsccosssrosscrsonsensosnsee L 1 5
36. Homicide and operations of War........ 0 0 0
All causes.. 216 186 LO2

Wales, District.
(a) Maternal causes, excluding abortion Nil Nil
(.b) M “ amﬁim.f-l-“.-‘.-.i‘.“‘.' Hil Nﬂ

(e) Total maternal mortelity....eeecses 047 0,00
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CANCER DEATHS.
Deaths from Cancer (all ages):=

Hales-liip---lf.-iil-l

FEmBlEH'II L R R

T'otalll'i"l!ii'i'l.

le|& =

Yearly comparison of cancer deaths:-

) e N T R
o S S et
ABBE i iatassnnins 02
LIRS s e P |
3 Lol e R A S R
J P S e R PO

2 B

The following organs were effected:=-

stamchliiiiiii'lii
ng'..‘.'ll-..-..'

Emﬂtl‘..ﬁi‘-.-'..'
Utem;---p---la---
mhﬂ' sit’es.iill.il

Tbt'allilI-"-if'I"‘l‘-

IRIFwuowso

TUBERCULOSIS DEATHS.

Tuberculosis Death Rate (2ll CASES)...vecesccncanccancannse
Total Deaths - Respiratory TuberculosiS....csscessssssssses
Respiratory Tuberculosis Death Rate.....cccceescescccscesss
Total Deaths - Non-Respiratory TuberculoSiS....ceseeesescse
Hﬂl-nelpii‘a.‘l:ﬂry Tuberculosis Death Rateeccssssssssssssssess
Total Deaths - Respiratory (excluding Tuberculosis)........
Respiratory Death Rate (excluding Tuberculosis)....eveesees

0,04
004
0,00

51
114
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IMMUNISATION AGATNST DIPHTHERIA.

Immunisation against diphtheria (and, where desirable whooping-
cough), is carried out in Schools and Infant Welfare Centres in
your district, the arrangements being made by the County Council.
It is also possible f'or parents to arrange for this to be done by
their own doctor. Records of immunisation are kept at the County
Offices,

PRIMARY TMMUNISATIOQNS.

Under 1 2 3 L hb=9 10 - 14
1 year. year. years. JYyears. Jyears, Jyears., Yyears.
5451 164 22 8 20 63 14
Total: 742
BOOSTER DOSES.
1 - L years. 5 = 9 years. 10 = 14 years,
12 L23 210
Total 645

VACCINATTON AGATNST POLIOMYELITIS.

During the year a small amount of vaccine was made available
to Local Health Authorities for use in certain age-groups: viz.
children born in the years 1947 - 195k inclusive. In this ares,
(Wycombe Borough, Wycombe Rural, Amershem Rural, Marlow and
Cheshem Urben Districts), approximately 15,000 children were
registered but only a very small proportion were vaccinated by
the end of the year.

VACCINATION AGATNST SMALIPOX.

During the year 552 primary vaccinations and 7/ re-~vaccinations
were carried out,
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VACCIINATION AGATNST TUBERCULOSIS.

As in the previous year vaccination was offered to 15 year old

childrer attending both private and Council schools. After a preliminary

tuberculin test the negative reactors were wvaccinated.

The proportion of acceptances was very high and it is hoped that
this procedure will have some effect in reducing the incidence of the
disease in young people.

HOSFITAIS,

The available hospitals in the District are the High Wycombe War
Memorial Heospital, Bocker Hospital, Amersham General Hospital,
Maidenhead Isolation Hospital, Canadian Red Cross Hospital, Taplow;
Stoke Mandeville Hospital, Aylesbury Isolation Hospital, Royal Bucks
Hospital, Aylesbury; The Radcliffe Infirmary, Churchill Hospital and
the Slade Hospital, Oxford; and the Battle Hospital, Reading.

AMBULANCE SERVICES.

The ambulance station situated at West End Street, High Wycombe,
serves the major portion of the district.

NATTONAL ASSTSTANCE ACT 1948.

Section L7 = No formal action.
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LETATIS OF WATER SUPFLY.

I am indebted to your Engineer & Surveyor for the following table:-

Supplied direct by Supplied by
b pipes into houses Standpipes.

No, of |Estimated No. of Estimated

Houses. |Population. | Houses. |Population.

| Bledlow-cun-Seunderton.. 561 1,853 6 25

Bradenham.cocccosssscascs 39 129 - -
Ellesborough......coee. . 268 886 6 20
L T S ok 56 186 K | 14
Fingest..cco.. Sxressesse.| 592 1,822 19 65
Haubledin.....c0c0000css 411 1,358 14 L9
Hampden, Gt & Lteceec... 98 32 6 21
Hbdsor........ L e L0 133 1 3
Hughenden....co0esesccee |1,675 5 sLi5k 20 Th
R REE s s ois s dasin e 92 305 3 1
Kinble, Gt & It.eceesese | 251 828 2 7
IBCSY GIeMn...caivcasass 369 1,220 10 36
Longwick-cum-Ilmer...... 165 545 2 7
MEXIOW, GEcvsiascoccvese 500 1,651 2 86
Marlow, Bt.ccacscsncasca | 258 853 8 27
Medmenham...coe00csveess | 121 401 5 18
RadnNeg8sccsssscscsscanes 172 568 3 9
Princes Risborough...... |1,799 5,945 L 15
Stokenchurche.eseeeceass 776 2,562 5 21
PRI I - o ot b vis e s seva 101 334 14 L7
West Wycombe Rural...... 554 1,830 12 40
WOEBEER e cicccccsncsnese | 23139 7,026 28 89
Wycombe, Chepping Wycombe | 2,257 7 9454 38 138
Totals..... P e eaes (1325 43,567 235 832
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I am indebted tc the Director of the Forest Products Research
Leboratory, Princes Risborough, for the following particulars of
rainfall recorded during 1957.

Rainfall recorded at Princes Risborough

Station: 333 feet above sea level
Monthly | Yoo of days largest Bainfoll |
Month Rain- | gl T or |
fall. R it 3 Date Amount ';
measured. J
JanuATY esesee| 1,62 19 3st 027
February.....| 3.19 19 Tth .61
BTG . oaaea] 1022 15 26th B |
UL b et A8 0.23 E 11th 07 |
Ty T ol 1.26 9 8th 025
TN ssasene ol 2024 v, 30th ol2
TN e nns e as 3,30 19 11th 53
AuguBt.c..cee|] 2020 16 8th olt3
September....| 2,83 17 10th 073 I
October......[ 2,31 10 16th 50 I
November.....| 2.29 8 2nd 1,00 |
December.....| 2,90 15 12th 99
EOENLCc.aaaeo| 25.59 165
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CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S REPORT, 1957.

Public Health Department,
28, High Street,
High Wycombe.

To the Chairman and Members of

the Wycombe Rural District Council.

Mr Chairman, My Lord, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Herewith I beg to submit a Summary of the work carried out

by the Department in the year 1957.

I am

Mr Chairman, My Lord,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
J.P. PERRY

Chief Public Health Inspector.
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FOREWORD .
HEALTH EDUCATION.

Few things are more important to a commmity than health.
Sanitary law was bom in fear in the nineteenth century owing to
the filth, dirt and disease and degradation of one section of
the community which threatened the security of the rest. The
urgency of the legislation resulted in it being of a punitive
character,

Immense progress has been made in the past fifty years in
the field of environmental hygiene, but a curious paradox exists
whereby the higher the standard of public health the greater does
the volume of public health legislation become, whilst at the same
time increasing reliance is placed not on the exercise of legal
powers to secure further advances but on education and persuasionm.
It is not surprising that legislation increases in volume as
conditions improve. As some problems are brought umder control
or solved, demands arise for further activity in other directioms.
Legislation can only be effective if it is firmly based on an
informed public opinion.

In the contemporary approach to environmental hygiene it is
necessary to keep constantly in mind the targets towards which we
aim, Lack of wigilance or thought will allow our standards to
diminish or fade, or even worse, be lowered for administrative
convenience or to meet economic pressure,

rovement of housing conditions, clean air, good sanitation,
wholesome drinking water and safe food are some of the objectives
pursued by your public health inspectors in the course of their
duties,

Broadly the functions of a public health inspector is a
regulatory one in order to secure compliance on the part of the
public with certain branches of law designed to protect the health
of the commumity.

Securing compliance rather than to enforce is the desirable
method, because whilst enforcement by law is the ultimate remedy,
compliance is in fact increasingly achieved by advice, persuasion
and education.
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The Council's participation in the field of environmental hygiene

is reflected to some extent in the report submitted under the following
sections:-

Section 'A' HOUSING

Section 'B' WATER SUFPLIES

Section 'C' SANITATION

Section 'D' PEST IINFESTATION CONTROL
Section 'E! SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUFFLIES
Section 'F* FACTORIES AND WORKSHOFS

Section 'G' ATMOSPHERIC FOLLUTION AND
SMOKE ABATEMENT .

Section 'H! MISCELLANEQUS
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SECTION ‘A’

HOUSING.

The provision and maintensnce of adequate living accommodation
has become and will probably remain one of the major social services
of local authorities.

The problem of ensuring satisfactory housing for every family
in the country is one which is still urgent and for which there is
no easy solution. Having regard to the competing interests in the
use of land and to the financial resources of the nation, it would
seem that in the forseeable future an answer camnct be found by
depending entirely on the provision of new dwellings. Though the
provision of new dwellings may be considered to be the ideal
objective, every effort should be made to maintain and adapt
existing sound houses to prolong their useful life, in order that
the many families with no prospect of moving to a new house can
enjoy comparable amenities,

Standards,

The statutory standard of fitness which omits comsideration
of such matters as provision of bath, hot water supply, intermal
water closet, heating of rooms and artificial lighting cannot be
regarded as a satisfactory one, and a standard is required at a
level well above that set out in the present Housing Act.

Iuprovement Grants.

The judicious use of the improvement grant provisions of the
Housing Act 1949 as amended by the Housing Repair & Rents Act 1954,
can be of great help in raising the stendard of housing accommodation.

Improvement grants are however of a permissive and not mandatory
character, and both the tenant and ths owner must be willing partners
to an arrangement to improve a dwelling. There are other factors
which limit or retard application of improvement grants, and from
official returns it appears that the percentage of grants made is
still smell in relation to the potential number of eligible pro-
Pﬁrtiﬂﬂ-
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The Rent Act, 1957.

The Rent Act was not designed to secure directly the repair of
houses, but the rent increases for controlled houses and the decontrol
of a substantial number of larger houses should enable landlords to
carry out essential repairs and maintain their property in satisfactory
condition.

The penalty of reduced rent where certificates of disrepair are
granted should also encourage works of repair.

It is difficult to assess with any degree of accuracy the precise
effect the Act has had. It is however to be hoped that the Act will
produce well-maintained houses, prevent the development of slums and
increase the number of houses to let.

Certificates of Disrepair.

Rent Acts in this country in providing for increases of rent have
always contained provisionz for such increases to be withheld upon the
grounds that the dwelling - house was not maintained in good repair,
The Rent Act 1957 is no exception to this rule.

The standard of repair is related to the items enumerated by the
occupier on the formal notice that is served upon the owner. Therefore
serious structural conditions are likely to be ignored due to this legal
restriction. Many houses are sub-standard owing to bad arrangement,
darkness and their structural conditions, but such defects are of'temn
not eligible for inclusion in a certificate of disrepair hawving regard
tc the consideration which must be given to the age, character and
locelity of a dwelling when assessing the defects of a property.

Obtaining certificates of disrepair involves a cumbersome and
protracted procedure.

Re-housing.

The Exchequer subsidy for dwellings for displaced persons is now
£22.0s.0d. per annum per dwelling for 60 years.

Problems attendant to re~housing persons from unfit houses include
inability to pay higher rent, and aged persons not being readily
disposed to leave dwellings in which they have lived for many years.

When prepared to move their needs of'ten relate to a small self
contained bungalow where they can look after themselves, be independent
and continue to have the privacy of their own home, to pay a low rent
and to have nearby neighbours to give help in a case of emergency.
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The National Assistance Board is extremely helpful in cases
of the needy aged and other cases of need in paying part or all of
the rent and rates of a re-~housed family based on assessment of
the means of the family.

National economy has curtailed the building of Council houses,
and the re-housing of families from unfit houses has accordingly
been retarded. It is to be hoped that financial conditions will
improve and enable Council house building to be resumed in order
that these families may be re-housed at an early date.

Unfit Houses.

In 1954 the Minister of Housing & Local Government requested
local authorities to resume the full exercise of their powers
under the Housing Act, 1996, in commection with slum clearance,
and by the end of 1955 to submit for the Ministry's approval pro-
posals for dealing with unfit houses liable to demolition within
their areas.

Implementation of the Council's proposals has steadily
proceeded in the ensuing years and the position at the end of
1957 is recorded in the accompanying tables:-

Number of
houses.
Total houses to be dealt with.e.eeeeeee F T LR L51
Formal Action.

(a) Houses the subject of undertakings to make fit
fﬁrmh&bitatiﬂﬂ----------r.----r-..-n--c- 108

(b) Houses the subject of undertakings not to use

for hman habitation when vacated......ceee000 79
(o’) Mﬂlitiﬂn DI‘ﬂtI‘E mad'-rlrivii-o-ltf--t--ln-tit 50
(d) Houses the subject of formal housing action -

dlﬂiﬂimﬂ Pmm#tt#ll‘!ii#!l%iiiili#liiiiiiil }3

Informal Action.

(e) Houses made fit for humen habitation....eeee.. 111
(f) Houses demolished........... e Fm sl 3

(g) Totel houses dealt with by formal/informal
&ctim-!iii'iiiii-riliililiiiliﬂ-iilliiilliiilil 3&"
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HOUSING STATISTICS.

Action under Statutory Powers during the year:-

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 & 16 of the Housing Act,
1936 and Sections 9, 10 & 12 of the Housing Act, 1957:-

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs, (informal
mticeu)liﬁiil'lll-"-!iiliﬂ-l'i#lv!Uii!ii!fii!!l'i!ii!!ii‘ 1?

(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which formal
notices were served requiring repairs...sssessssssssse Nil

(3) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit
Hﬁﬂr EBW'lEG Cfm‘tiae----i.i--iitnai-ﬁ.-a.;t--.t.... 1?

(b) Proceedings under Sections 11; 12 & 13 of the Housing Act,

(e)

1936 and Sections 16, 18 & 23 of the Housing Act, 1957:-

(1) Number of dwelling houses dealt with under Section
11 of the Housing Act 1936 and Section 16 of the
Hmmm 195?1'!‘"""l-lliUlliillllliili'l"'lll.‘. 56

(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
dmnliﬁm C‘Iﬂﬂﬂ “m m&ﬂccql--livqrtnii-o-il-#ti-tt 9

(3) Number of dwelling houses the subject of under—
takings not to use for human habitation when
mntﬂdnlls---anatn-n---an.nc------------------1.--- 31

(I..) Number of dwelling houses the subject of under-
taki—ngs tﬁ rmiriilI-i-iiill'#Iiiiil-ﬂb-ii.liliill.".I. 20

(5) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance
d ﬂﬂm'ﬂlitiﬂn crﬂersil-lllD!ll"i"!it'!'l‘f‘-ii-'.--'l 20

(6) Number of dwelling houses repaired as a result of
mdﬂﬂms gimby mm.........I.I...'.'..'... m

(7) Number of demolition orders revoked......eceoessesssss &
Proceedings under the Public Health Act 1936:-

(1) Houses in which defects were remedied after the
service of informal/formal NoticeS...eesecccascceas 102
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CERTIFICATES OF DISREPAIR.
(d) Proceedings under the Housing Repairs & Rents Act, 195L4:=

(1) Number of applications for certificates of

ﬂiampm--.q..qpnggggq..--+¢--4---1-:1---1----99 1"
(2) Number of certificates iSSuS@.....c.cesesessesss N
(3) Number of certificates revoked.....ceeeeeeeseess 1

(e) Proceedings under the Rent Act 1957~
Part 1. Applications for Certificates of Disrepair.
(1) Number of applications for certificates......... 15
(2) Number of decisions not to issue certificates...  Nil
(3) Number of decisions to issue certificates....... 15

(4) Number of undertakings given by lendlords under
Pﬂ'lg“ph5ﬂffh&Fiﬂt schﬂ’al]lﬁl-iliiiliiliiii- 10

(5) Number of undertakings refused by Local
Authority under proviso in paragraph 5 of the
Fint smdulﬂIﬂil-illliIlliillllli“l'i'i#li'.li Hi-l-

Part 11. Applications foar Cancellation of
Certificates.

(1) Applications by landlords to Local Authority
fm. mll’-tim Ofccl‘tiﬂmtc.ﬁitiiilniiouiol Hil
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SECTION 'B!
WATER SUPPLIES,

One hundred years ago polluted drinking water caused many -
deaths eannually, whilst today water-borne disease has been reduced
to insignificant proportions. This achievement is highly satis-
factory but there is no room for complacency and the possibility
of disease from water must never be overlooked.

A network of water maing in a district is one of the basiec
necesgities of environmental health.

The water underteldings in the Council's district comprise:=-
1. Wycombe Rural District Council,
2. TWycombe Borougl. Bouncil.

3« The Rickmansworth & Uxbridge Valley Water Company.
4, The Amersham, Beaconsfield & District Water Company.
5. The Marlow Water Company.

6, The Bucks Water Board.

There are comparitively few houses which are not within reach
of public water mains.

Despite the provision of main water supplies the occupiers of
some houses still derive their water from wells and rainwater tanks,
In certain cases individual properties are away from lines of mains,
in other cases owner-occupiers with limited incomes are reluctant to
incur the cost of a main water supply, whilst the occupiers of other
dwellings have a prejudice in favour of their individual supplies as
compared with a main water supply.

Supplying main water to houses which are isolated of'ten presents
a financial problem which may be overcome by asking householders to
make a special contribution towards the cost of extending the mains,

Supervision of' water supplies is an important feature of the
work of the public health inspector and sampling has been carried out
wherever deemed to be necessary., Where adverse reports have been
received after chemical/bacteriological examination of samples, owners
have been requested to provide a wholesome and sufficient water supply.

The Council's water supply serving the parishes of Stokenchurch,
Radnage, part of Bledlow-cum-Saunderton and Bradenham and derived from
the borehcles at Lower Road, Bermett End, Radnage, has been regularly
checked at source. All samples submitted for examination have been
reported upon as conforming to a satisfactory standard of purity. -
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SECTION °‘C*
SANITATION.

As a network of water mains is one of the basic necessities
of environmental health in a district so to is a network of sewers.

During the year under review there has not been anysignifi-
cant change with respect to constructiomal work on main drainage
schemes, and cesspool drainage remains the predominant form of
drainage in the district.

The deficiences of the cesspool drainage system are well
known and include limitation of the sanitary services of the
house, defective and overflowing cesspools, potential threat of
pollution of water supplies, difficulty of installing cesspools
due to high water level, difficulty of maintaining an adequate
cesspool emptying service owing to staffing problems, lack of
suitable sites for disposal of sewage and offensive odours during

the emptying operations.

Such conditions give rise to complaints which have again
claimed the attention of your officers.

Unfortunately economy policy at national level is a factor
which retards the implementation of main drainage schemes pre-
pared for the districte.

It is pleasing to record however the commencement of the
Hambleden sewerage scheme to which can be connected the 143
properties in this area.

With the rapid development which is taking place in the
district the necessity for main drainage throughout the area
is made increasingly evident. It is to be hoped that sewerage
schemes awaiting implementation may be proceeded with at an
early date,
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SECTION 'D*

PEST_INFESTATICN CONTROL.

Apart from finsancial considerations the control of pest
infestations is fundamentel in relation to environmental health.

Rats and mice consume and foul the nations food, carry disease
to human beings and cause great damage fo goods and property. With
the urgent necessity of comserving world food supplies, rodent
extermination becomes a factor of major importance, particularly
when it is realised that one-sixth of man®s food is consumed by
pests, mostly rats and mice.

The necessity to protect humans from the menace of rats and
mice is reflected in the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,
which is an important instrument in the campaign for the destruction
of rodents. The legislation clearly defines the duties of owners
and occupiers of premises and local authorities in the work of pest
extermination,

Since the introduction of the Act, trained personnel using
special equipment and employing methods of poisoning, fumigation
and trapping have been employed in the work of pest destruction,
resulting generally in a decrease of infestations, which trend is
reflected in the Council's area.

Such a result does not justify complacency in this matter,
Rodents breed at a prolific rate and the utmost vigilance is needed
in order to maintain and improve upon the results which have been
achieved after years of intensive rodent control work.

Workable Area Committee,

The Council is a constituent member of the South Bucks and East
Berks Workable Arca Committee, and meetings of the Committee have
been held at regular intervals,

These meetings provide an opportunity for discussion on opera=-
tional problems and are a co-ordinating medium between the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, local authorities and other
associations engaged in the work of pest control

Rodent Control Treatment.

The Council's rodent control service has been consistently
applied throughout the year. As a result of survey and notification
by cccupliers of infested premises, extermination of rodents has beemn
carried out at dwelling-houses, factory premises, food premises,
refuse tips, ete.

Details relating to the work carried out during the year are
submitted in the accompenying table:-
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SECTION °E°

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

Food iene,

Great advances have been made in the methods of food prepara—-
tion and display. Food hypgiene is being recognised as good business
by increasing numbers of traders and consumers and progress is to be
seen everywhere, Everywhere there is a trader doing more business
than his neighbour because food care is an cbvious part of his routine,

For food hygiene success we need clean premises and clean
people in these premises on both sides of the counter. Improvement
of premises has been most noticeable. Lay-out, good storage,
protective display, seanitary fitments and cleansing routines, are
increasingly becoming food %trade consideratioms.

In spite of these improvements, the latest published annual
figure for food poisoning incidents totalled 7,713,

It would appear that we have not been =20 successful with the
individual as with the premises, and it is the action of the
individual that decides for or against food care. Many people
practice good standards of food hygiene, but to be successful food
care must be practised by everyone., Home is still the centre of
environmental health standards and it is those standards which are
introduced into food premises and at work.

Some explanation of the increased evidence of food poisoning
may be found in the lowering of environmental health standards
during the war and the increase in communal feeding which has
continued in the post war years,

General rules to combat food poisoning include scrupulous
domestic and personal cleanliness, careful cooking, quick cooling,
adequate cold storage accommodation for foods both before and

after cooking; the homehold refrigerator should be an essential
installation in every house.

Food hygiene cannot be deall with by punitive action alone,
The human element is a vital factor, and the natursl habits of
food handlers are reflected in the degree of protection afforded
to food under their care or conversely the danger to which it is

exposed.

Education must play an ever increasing part in promulgating
healthy environmentsal conditions generally. Education in its
widest sense including public lectures, newspaper and magazine
articles, radic and television programmes, food guilds, exhibitions,
etcs
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Cafes. Restaurants and Food Shops.

The Food Hygiene Regulations have now been in force for two
years,

Certain matters in the regulations are somewhat ambiguous.
Doubts regarding the wash-hand basin controversy require removing
and the anomalies relating to temperature control, which control
should be extended to food factories, preparation rooms, stores
and reteil shops. Omissions from the present regulations include
precise requirements in relation to the cleansing and sterilization
of equipment and utensils. One might also hope in time to see the
provision of clean, washable overalls made compulsory for food
handlers, the prohibition of newspapers even as outer wrappings
and the condemnation of chipped and cracked crockery.

To achieve food hygiene success by public education is a
long term policy. The less spectular method of imparting know-
ledge is in the course of routine inspections of food premises
when bad practices and faulty techniques can be observed and
corrected on the spot.

In this sphere of work the public health inspectors have
been actively engaged advising traders om the applicatiom of the
Food Hygiene Regulations, in order to ensure, where necessary,
improved conditions and practices where food is being prepared,
stored or sold for human consumption.

A summary of the work of the department relating to food
premises is as follows:-

Number of visits to food premises....cccevcscncencsse 1,093
R PIROER L0 . o s s s cssasssnsssssessnsssenanss 37
Food rooms repaired (floors, walls, ceiling, windows) 26
Wash baming provided....scceevsccssssssnsssossarsnasnes 12

New sanitary accommodation provided......coeeessoesss L
Provision of constant hot water sSupply...ceeseseccses ¥
Rodent infestation dealt with......cece0seeevsccsanse 17
Additional ventilation provided....vissececcrcsscenss 6

Refuse receptacles provided......ccccecescesccsccaccs 8
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Sale of Ice-cream.

Sales of this popular commodity comntinue to increase.

Nineteen forty-five was a yeer of great importance in the
food hygiene story. There was sn sawareness of the increasing
incidence of food poisoning and the Food Hygiene Division of
the Ministry of Food was formed to deal with the situation as a
specialised problem. Conferences, of ficial working parties on
the preserved meat trades and the catering trades and new
legislation for handling and wrapping of food all appeared.

One food trade, the ice-cream industry, newly established
in this period had an early set-back through food poisoning
attributed to their product. It became almost a guinea-pig
trade for food hygiene. Legislation for this particular food
was produced by the Ministry of Health which added hygieniec
care to methods of production, storage and sale.

Today ice-cream cen be classed as being amongst the safest
food, The aim of the trade is for ice-cresm to be of good
standard quality, an hygienic nutritrous food product as well as
a dainty confection.

During the year 1957 twelve new registration of premises
for the sale of ice-cream were approved and the number of
registered premises now total 93,

Supervision in comnection with the sale of this commodity
has been exercised by inspection of premises and sampling of
ice-cream for bacteriological cleanliness, Premises generally
were found to be in good condition and samples conformed to a
satisfactory standard.

Milk,

Since the first specified areas were created asome years
ago the sale of designated milks has.increased to such an
ertent that, todsy, the greater part of the nation's milk supply =
probably somewhere around about 87 per cent = is either heat
treated or comes from tuberculin tested herds and sold raw

Only milk which is heat-treated or tuberculin teated can be
sold in the Council's district which is a "specifiied area".
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However it would be wrong for the public to believe that
a2ll designated milk is necessarily germ free., Risk to health
can still arise through the consumption of raw milk - not with
tuberculosis but brucellosis.

The milk from infected cows may contain brucella abortus
and this can cause undulant fever in human beings who consume
infected milk.

When the consumer buys tuberculin tested milk he accepts
the designation as a hall-mark of purity and freedom from harmful
organisms. He has every right to expect his milk to be a "safe
milk". Tuberculin tested milk however may not be a "safe milk".
It could contain the organism brucella abortus which caused
undulant fever in man.

The main defence against human infection is of course
pasteurisation and the compulsory heat-treatment of all milk
should be enforced.

The Council's participation in administering legislation
dealing with the production and sale of milk is reflected in
the following information:=-

Number of viaits to dairy premises....cececeeevcrcascess Y46
' . ng“tcmd mﬂa‘.‘"‘ll‘..il.'...i..lll‘.ii..l. 10
Nﬂ d.iwpremj-saﬂ mgi-ntﬂmﬂ.!'-!‘?i"!"-'i"l‘l%ii"?.1". Hil

Number of dealers licences issued to use designation
PPARLANTIS 8% o v v nns snnivnen 20

* A " z issued to use designation
"Tuberculin Tested"....v.0.. 19

" " supplementary licences issued to use
designation "Tuberculin Tested.. 5

L . " licences issued to use

designation "Pasteurised"....... L
o " licences issued to use designation "Sterilised" 5
. " cases of milk infected with tubercle bacilli.. 2
. * e " . . " brucelle...seisees 8
" " milk samples taken for biological examination. 12



Meat Inspection.

The Government® long term policy for regulating the provision
of slaughterhouses in England and Wales wes published in a White
Peper in May 1956.

Perhaps the most important point which emerges from this
statement of policy is that the original conception of moderate
concentration, that i the restriction of the number of slaughter-
houses and the control of their siting by central plamning, has
finally been abandoned. The Inter-departmental Committees, in
view of new developments since the de-control of fatstock and
meat in June 1954, expressed the view that the central plamning
of slaughterhouses was no longer advisable and recommended
inastead that, subject to normal town planning requirements and
to the premises reaching the prescribed standards, there shall
be & limited period during which meat traders should be free to
provide their own slaughterhouses of the type and in the places
best suited to their individual businesses. Af'ter this period a
measure of control would be imposed,

As a result of the White Paper the Council sent represen-
tetives to a meeting consisting of representatives of local
authorities in Buckinghamshire, The meeting which was held at
Aylesbury was convened by the Borough Council of Aylesbury and
was of an exploratory character. No decisions were made,

Subsequently the Wycombe Rural District Council convened
two meetings, the first being attended by meat traders in the
rural district and other interested organisations, the second
meeting comprising members of neighbouring local authorities.
The primary cbjective of the meetings was to try to determine
the needs of the meat traders in the area in relation to
slaughtering facilities,

The traders were unable to indicate their requirements in
this matter and it was considered that further meetings would be
necessary when the traders had formulated their proposals.

It is pleasing to record that the occupiers of the licensed
slaughterhouses within the Council's ares have been most co-
operative in their efforts to maintein satisfactory food hygiene
standards, in relation to the methods employed in preparing the
carcases and maintenance of premises.
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The Slaughter of Animals Act 1933 to 1954 requiring the
stumning of animals by means of mechanically operated instruments,
and the licensing by the local authority of slaughtermen together
with other rules relating to slaughterhouse practices have claimed
the attention of your officers. These enactments have generally
been well observed.

Al]l snimals killed in the slaughterhouses within the
Council's area have been examined by your officers.

The amount of meat condemned has been compartively small
in quantity. This again being due to selective buying by the
butchers, and the purchase of animals reared locally resulting
in a minimum of transportation with consequent reduced risk of
bruising.

Details relating to the animels slaughtered and inspected
are set forth in the table on Page 36,

Investigations.

Matters which have cleimed the attention of the publie
hesalth inspectors have included glass in mincemeat, red
colouration of foodstuffs due to chromobacterium prodigisum
organisms, packets of Danish egg albumen which formed part
of a consignment portions of which had contained typhi-murium
organisms, clay particles in tins of pineapple, black material
in a fruit pie and dirty milk bottles.
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MEAT .

.

Carcases inspected and condemned.

Cattle | | Sheep
Excluding Cows | Calves | and |Pigs |Horses
Cows :. Lambs

Number killed...... M2 59 | 121 | 1,474 |1,009] -

Number inspected... M2 | 59 121 1,174 | 1,009 =

e s e B B e

All diseases axcept -
Tuberculosis & | I

Cysticerci:- I

Whole carcases :

condemmed. ....... S - - - 6 L -
Part carcase or | — W= FRE ik

orgsn condemned.... 106 | 18 5 87 112 -

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with '
disease other
than tuberculosis
and cysticerci..... L 8,6 |2.8 9okt 10,3 -

* Tuberculosis only:-

Whole carcases
condemned . . e« . - = - - = -

Part carcase or
Drg‘.n Gﬂnﬂﬂmcd. Y 1 2 '5 - — 9 g

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with

tubﬂmUlGﬂiB.. Y 2‘9 101}2 - — -Bg -
Cysticercosis:-

Part carcase or

organ condemned.. - - - . - —
Carcases

refrigerated...... - - - - - -
Generalised and

totally condemned. - i s = = -

These figures represent a total carcase weight condemed of
5 ewt., 12 1bs. and weight of offal 12 cwt. 16 lbs.
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SECTION 'F*

FACTGRIES AND WORKPLACES,

The factory premises registered with the Council number 162.

The tables submitted herewith contain statistical information
required by the Ministry of Labour and National Service, and
include the work of the public health inspectors in relation to
Tactory administration as it cancerns the local authority.

The usual lists of persons engaged in their homes in
carrying out work for factories were returned during February

The lists showed that outworkers were employed at

premises within the Wycombe Rurel District in specified occupations
principally relating to the making and altering of wearing apparel.

1. Inspections Made for Provisions as to Health.

Premises

Number

Register

Inspec—-
tions

Written
Notices

Occupiers
Prosecuted

(1)

Factories in which

Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6
are to be enforced by
Local Authorities...

10

21

Nil

(2)

(3)

Factories not in-
cluded in (1) in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority.....

152

100

12

Nil

Other Premises in

which Sec. 7 is en-
forced by the Local
Authority (ex. out-
workers premises)...

Tum.ll'lll'iiliill-ﬂ

Nil

162

Wil

121

Nil

15

Nil

Nil
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2, CASES IN WHICH IFFECTS WEEE FOUND.

Number of cases in Number
! which defects were found| of cases
| in which
B ket e Referred ]:?u::m-
Found Reme- |To H.M.| By HM b

died |Inspec-|Inspec-

insti-
tor. tor. E
Want of cleanliness...... 1 1 Nil Nil Nil

Overcrowding..cceeeeseese | Nil Nil | Nil Nil Nil
Unreasonable temperature. | Nil Nil | Nil Nil Nil

Inadequate ventilation... 2 2 Nil Nil Nil
Ineffective drainage of
floors..... essesesuen Nil Nil | Nil Nil Nil
Sanitary Conveniences:-
(2) Insufficient..... | & L | Wil 1 Nil
(b) Unsuitable or
defective.....s 6 5 Nil 2 Nil
(¢) Not separate for
BEXEB.vsc0vsnns e 2 Nil Nil Nil

Other offences against
the Act (not including
offences relating to
CatWerK). . . v ansoneen | AT | EELTHAT Nil | Nil

Tﬂtllﬂ.................... 15 1I|- Hil 3 Nil

Number of Certificates issued relating to the provision
of sufficient means of Flre Escap®...cccsssvssssusssinanusnl B
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QUTWORK.
(Sections 110 and 111).
No. of |No. of
cutwor- | cases No. of No. of
kers in |of de= |prosecu- l instan-
{August | fault tions ces of |Notices Prose-
1 . ¥ - "
: list in for work in |served. cutims
. T required| sending |failure |unwhole-
by Sec, | lists |to supply| some
110 (1) |to the lists. |premises.,
(e) Council.
Wearing apparel
Making etec.... M - - - - -
Household Linen 12 - - = - -
T ey :
curtains &nets | 14 - - - - -
Artificial
ﬂm @ BB B8 B 6 - _— - — = J::
T'ntmt-lrti--it 63 - - = =2 - _i
m Flmki

The Rag Flock & Other Filling Materials Act, 1951, forbids the
use of filling materials to which the Act applies for such purposes
as upholstery and the stuffing of bedding, toys and baby carriages
except on premises registered by a local authority.

The number of registered premises total 19.

Standards of cleanliness of filling materials are given by
Regulations and penslties are prescribed for using unclean material.

Acc premises have been visited, records checked and
samples of rag flock taken where deemed necessary. Generally the
filling materisls were found t¢ be marked with the British Standards

Institution mark signifying that the materials comply with the
prescribed standard of cleanliness.

Two samples of rag flock however, did not conform to the
prescribed standard of cleanliness.

After due consideration of the facts of these cases, the
Council decided not to institute legal proceedings in commection
with the contraventions involved.
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SECTION ‘G*

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION AND SHOKE ABATEMENT.

Clsan Air Act.

The Beaver Committee appointed to resport on the subject of
atmospheric pollution had a dramatic send-off, when following the
great London smog of 1952, 4,000 lost their lives due to pollution
of the atmosphere.

The nation was at last determined to do scmething about the
age-old problem. The Beaver Committee rose to the occasion and
something closely following their recommendations found its way
into a Government Bill in record tims. Its passage through
Parliament was more or less a triumphal procession supported by
all parties.

The Beaver Committee aimed reasconably high. They suggested
as a target the creation of smoke control areas involving altera-
tion of fuel burning appliances in / million households over a
period of 15 years, no industrial chimney need nomally emit more
than light haze and recommendations were made covering railways,
spoilbanks, special industries etc.

The provisions of the Clean Air Act 1956 are operable in
stages, the main provisions taking effect in 1958,

We should not be discouraged if progress seems slow during
the first few years whils pecple are becoming sccustomed to the
idea of smoke control. The important point ¢ bear in mind is that
domestic smoke accounts for nearly half the totel smoke in the
atmosphere and unless councils and individupl citizenz are pre—
pared to face up to that fact we shall never solve the problem of
atmospheric pollution.

No cne denies the desirability of clean air; everyome
appreciates bright sunshine and cleap surroundings. DBui many
people will support a clean air policy up to a peint where it
touches their own personal habits or prejudices. The over-
coming of these habits and prejudices by education alone is a
long and disheartening task, it being made much easier if some
imme diate personal bemefit is apparent.

This could, for example, be overcoms very speedily by raising
the price of coal to domestic consumers and lowering the price of
smokeless fuels,



S

It is generally accepted that the Clean Air Act 1956, is omly
the begimming of a new approach to the problem of atmospheriec
pollution. Considering it is the first time Parliament has
attempted to deal with domestic smoke, and that several of the
Act's provisions concerning industrial smoke are entirely new,
it would be surprising if perfection was reached in one stride.
There is no doubt that as experience is gained the need for

many improvements will become apparent.

Control measures which the Council are at present operating
in order to prevent atmospheriec pollution include:-

(1) Action where necessary against the emission of
' dark smoke and securing the minimum emission of

grit and dust.

(2) Ensuring that new industrial furmaces are not
installed unless they are capable so far as
practicable of being operated without emitting
smoke .,

(3) Regulating the height of chimneys in commectiom
with the erection or extension of industrial

buildings.

(4) Implementing byelaws which require all new
buildings to be equipped with smokeless fuel

appliances.

The success of the Act will depend upon the sincere
belief of local authorities, industry and the general public
in the policy of clean air and their determination to make
effective such policy.



SECTION "H*

MISCELLANEQUS .

Moveabl: ings .

Many people are living in caravans because of housing shortage
or because they cannot purchase houses at the prices they can afford.
Most of these people would be better in houses and would prefer to
be in houses. The fact that people are settling in caravans in
inereasing numbers does not excuse relaxation of housing programmes.

It is to be hoped that the nation's economic resources will
improve and permit implementation of a housing policy which will
secure for every family in the land a house in which they can live
a full and happy life,

The use of caravans for recreational pursuit purposes and for
semi-permanent housing accommodation have necessitated the Counecil
reconciling these needs to housing and public health standards and
protection of existing amenities. Work in this commection is
related to the following data:-

Number of visits for inspection of sites and dwellings...... 412
o ' um‘ i’su’dililllﬂB-'liIlﬂlllilll.ﬂl.lﬂiillﬂlﬂ'll".i... 6?

Caravens removed from site as a result of Council's
intention to take formsl action for contrsventions......... 15

H‘Lml.bﬂr Df licmEﬂ “fma’a--tnnnt--ian-nnun-t.o-nt¢¢pnqu4‘¢-- 1

Registration of Dealers in O01ld Metals & Marine Stores.

In accordance with Section 86 of the Public Health Amendment
Act, 1907 records must be kept in relation to articles purchased
by dealers in old metal and dealers must be registered.

Two new applications were approved during the year under
review. The total registrations number 12,
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The National Assistance Act, ‘12{@. Section 50.

Under Section 50 it is the responsibility of a local authority
to arrange for the burial or cremation of any person who has died
or been found dead in the area, The duty is exercisable only where
it appears to the Coumcil that no other suitable arrangements have
been or are being made,

The Council were not called upon to arrange for the burial of
any persons during the year 1957.

Pot Animals Act 1951,

This Act regulates the sale of pet animals making provision
for the licensing of pet animal shops and imposing conditions for
the animals to be accommodated and cared for in a satisfactory
manner.

Two shops were licensed during the year under review,
The Hea liances (Fire ) Re tions, 1 .

Visits have been made to premises where sppliances were
exposed for sale., This Act makes it an offence to sell or
expose for sale any heating appliances not fitted with a

suitable guard.
The appliances inspected conformed with the regulations.

Licensing of Game Dealers.

Two licences authorising dealers to buy and sell game
were issued during the year.

Infectious Diseases.

Visits have been made in comnection with cases of
notifiable infectious diseases. Relevant information with
regard to the history of the cases obtained and recorded,
contacts checked and disinfection of rooms and bedding carried
out. Details of the department's work is indicated below:-

Hmmrdﬂ.it' Pli& lllllllllll D& S F0 00D D 56

» 4 H"ﬁﬂi‘t.-t lllllll 0% 90082 0SS E0 e DR EB 11

" " premises disinfected (tuberculosis)...cceeee.. 21

m "  opremises disinfected (other infectious
aisamaa)i‘ilﬁﬂ##‘ﬂﬂ. 16
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CONCLUSION.

In order to maintain a healthy environment constant vigilance
and action is necessary. As certain public health problems are
resolved other problems arise, and those engaged in publie health
work must be prepared to widen their lmowledge if they are to
grapple effectively with the new problems.

Two problems which are claiming increasing attention are
hazards to health from nuclear radiation and ill-health from noise.

Sources of radiation may occur from medical and industrial
radiclogy, occupational exposure, fall-out from weapons test,
disposal of .waste radio-active materials embracing discharge to
the atmosphere, discharge to inland waters, discharge to sea,
discharge to sewers, incineration, burial and disposal to refuse
dumps. It is quite clear that the nuclear era is having san ever
increasing impact on public health matters. The part to be
played by local authorities in this field requires defining.

The noise that assails us on all sides from innumersble
sources does not make for a peaceful existence and may on
occasion seriously affect the nervous system of some people,
In an increasingly crowded and industrialised environment it
becomes a steadily more urgent and more difficult task to
protect our-selves against noise and vibration.

Mainly as a result of the advent of more powerful noise
sources = the jet aircraft for example = the post war years in
particuiar have seen a growing disposition on the part of the
public and of our administrators and plammers to take the
problem seriously. Much research work is required in commection
with the objective deseription of noise, acceptable noise levels,
the influence of noise on working efficiency, damage to hearing,
measurement of noise levels and methods of noise control in order
that legislation may be evolved which will safeguard human comfort
against the increasing noise from an expanding and industrialized
environment,

I trust that the report will serve to emphasise the targets
which are our objectives and provide an incentive to action which
will ensure satisfactory environmental conditions.



