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HEXHAM URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

MEDICATIL

OFFICER'S REPORT.

Carntyoe, Hexbam, Feb, Toh, 1598,

Dear Sir,—I beg to call the atteption of yoor
eouncil to the health seatisties of the Hexhao
Urban D strict for the past year. Although the
year has been & remarkable ooe m the anpals of
the country, it has not been warkod in Hexham
by the maturing of :.u_; well-devieed sanitary
echema for the pobhie welfare, anch an the pravids
ing of an isolation hoapitsl for iofeatioas disesse,
s publie slangh erbousa, model lodging-bouses,

bliz washtoises, or artizans’ dwelliegs. I had
E:‘Ptd that the ecouncil mught have carried oub
some sach mouch needsd scheme, a8 a tanmble
memor al of it+ exstence daring the ungas jabi-

Ho doub: much tims bhas beenm sp-ob 1o
investigaling the various sohemes of sewage dis-
posal, 1n ordor to abate & loog standing ouisaoce
oo Tyne Green, aod to meet the requirements of
the Rivers Pollation Act ia the disposal of the
whole of the town's sewage.

A great improvement hse taken place in recent
years in tha mansrement of sewage. Many varied
schemes ars before the public, sod the soljecs be-
ing ooe of such vast importance, one Ssnmot help
thinking that it will be solved, more or less satis-
factorily, withio & reascoab’s bim-. Amongst the
varions schomes examined by your council latsly,
that at Ex-tor sand Sutbon appesr 8o me the most
likely %o mest the requiren.esta of Horham, and
the preference of the former over the lak er ia
more doe to sirectural requirements than inkrinsic
exe llonce, Had yon hai sufficient fall oo Tyoe
fireen for the Sutton scheme, it might have been
less costly [(haviog ro patent or voyalty right-),
and unﬁv off ctive, The Exeter scheme can be
ear out with s less gradient, consequently
may be more applicable for flab land, such ss
Tyne Gresn, Both achemen get rid of tha sladge,
which has hithe:to been a stumbling block, soa
reouics little looking after, therefore nob costly in
working. Toe Exeter or sepkic tank scheme 18
evolved out of the old eesspool, which appears 1o
have been a farther advacce o savitation thao
was zenerally recognised. 18, however, failed to
reach the goal, being only part of & scheme, aod
illostrates the adaze that & musa is a8 good as
& mile,”

The seplic tank in practically a cesspool, with
thin addition : that arra gements are mads by
which the gss, which ia geoerated, is burnt o~
stoad of making i's way back to the hooss, whire
it had evil ef-cta, and the effcent or ove flow,
instend of goiog direct ks & stresm, Fosa on to
properly conmstrueted filter beds, whera it is
serated snd rendered barmless before poing inbo
any stream. The abeence of smell and of any
unsightly appearsoce are recommendations &o
bath schemes,

During the yoar 127 deaths and 175 births bave
boen registercd 1n yoor districs. 127 deatha gava
& death rate of 21166 on & population of & 00D
18, bowewer, of thess deaths occarred in the work-
house, nine of which wers from boyood your dis-
triet, leaving 118 an the sumber of deaths in the
Hesham Urban Districk for the year 1897, which
is egual tu & death rate of 19666 per thourand

r AEDOME 00 & ulstien of 6,000, Of thess

eaths 68 were females and 69 males, Niooty-
two of the 175 births were females and 53 males,
176 burtha gave & birth rate of 20°166 on & popa-
Intion of 0000,

Ages ot Death.—20 wers uoder 1 year. 11 were
1 and uoder 5, 11 were b and aoder 25, 34 were
25 and uwnder 66, X5 were 65 apd uoder 50, 10
wore 50 and under 90, asd 1 was over S0.

Canees of Death,—17 ware dus bo sepile decay,
26 to diseases of the respiratory crgsne, 10 of
which were from corsumption, § Lo paenmonis or
inflammation of the lungs, 8 to bronchitis, 16 to
dizeases of the nervous sysbéi, 5 toheart diseass,
thero were 7 inguests, 8 to disrrhosa, T to searles
fever, 1 to diphtbens, 1 enteric fever, 1 rhenmatic
fever, and 1 o croup.

Cases Notified. —1T1 casen of scarlet fever havo
been motified, 11 of measles, & of whooping cough,
5 of eryaipelas, 4 of diphtheria, and 2 of enteric
fover—301 cases apainat 600 in 184G,

Werk dene—1luring the past year the Sor.
wvoyors statistica show that estate plans for 43
houses have been approved of, building plana for
123 bouses, 10 shops, warchouses, stables, &c,
and 10 additiona to buildiogs. 61 mew hooses
hava besn m-curad. 2133 yards of new sewera
have been laid, 120 yards of sewers redad, 4,317
yards of wator mains laid, and 41 honzes have had
their drains and sanitary arrangements tesbed
and reported upon.  All pew sewers and private
draine have been teated by your Surveyor befora
being covered % 17 privy middens bhave boen
abolished and W C.%s substitated. 133 nuisances
bave been dealt with ; of these 32 arose from
Im'r]r and other middens, 21 from choked drains,

5 from defective 'W.C.%s, 12 from animals keph
a2 & noisance, 7 from damp houses, 7 from
alaughter houses, and 39 from rubbish heapa and
other canses. Two lots of diseased fish have
been destroyed. Foor houses have been reported
unfit for human habitation ; one of these has
been cloaed 8o far as being occupied as a dwelliog
house by order of yoor council, but still cocupied
a3 business premises, although unsafe and un-
sanitary. This iz a fair record of work satis-
factorily done, shewing a mapid growth of the
town, calling for increased exertion on the part of
the conncil and its officials. The work of the
conneil has much increased of late years, and oo
one should seek to enter it who has mot a
considerable amount of time st his disposal. To
would ba woll for the electorats to tako
this fact into conrideration at the coming elsction.
Loeal self-government is & ¢ and seriouns
trust placed in the people’s hande, to which careful
thought should be given by them. I rot that
the !nmql council is about to expire. 1 think it
would be io the best intereats of the town if the
governing body retired 1 rotation—so many io
each year 1oatéad of in & body as ab present—tha
former being more favourable to continnity of
aation.

I shonld have been pleased had I been able to
report that midden privies wores & thing of the
past, but by some nexplicable inccosistency of
metion yoo retain a low, and thess of the worsh
pessible typo, in an objectionable position, con-
siderad by the conaty medical officer, your sur-
veyor, and myself injurions to the public health,

One house partially clesed by you out of four
reported to you for thres years caonot be com-
i basty acticn.

The death rate, you will observe, i bhigher
than when you tock office. This msy be due io
incressed population. The aversge for the thres
years 1802, 1608, and 1894 s 16'6; thab for the
paat thres years 1595-96-97 beiog 17 5.

Particular attention is now being paid to the
proper bousiog of ammals. This is » matter of

reatar concerm inm large towee and cities ; even

wa must be on onr euard, aod it 18 well for
all owners and occopiers of dairies sod cowsheda
to know that the requirements of the law as to
air space and cleanliness is greater than formerly.
I am pleased to say oo our recent inepection
our suggestions to this end wers favourably re-
ceived. It is gratifying 1o potice the increased
interest takenm by the poblic in all sanits
matters, 28 shown by the frequency with whic
my advice 18 asked and the absence of all hostile
spirit on my public visita,

I am, wir,
Your obedient servant,
Daxier Jackeox, M.D.,
Medical Officor of Health,

To W. Pruddab, Eiq., Hexham Urban Dia-
wrict Coanal ok ‘ B
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