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To the Charzrman and Members of the Hexham Rural Dustrict
Council

Lapiks and GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report for the
vear ending 31st December, 1947. In so doing, 1 beg to
remind you that the work of which the report gives an
account was carried out during the term of office of the late
Dr, . McCulloch and after his death by Drs. J. Hurley and
K. Scott. [ can claim neither |}l."1"'.-UI'I-.'I.] knowledge nor any
credit for it.

The birth rate is 17.4 per 1,000 of the estimated popula-
tion. This rate shows a shght decrease compared with last
vear and is also below the average of 20.5 for England and
Wales.

The death rate is 14.4 per 1,000 of the estimated popula-
tion and shows a slight increase over the last 4 vears. This

figure compares with the average of 12,0 for England and
Wales.

During the vear there were 12 deaths of infants under one
vear of age, 7 of which were neonatal deaths. The infant
mortality rate is thus 34.2 per 1,000 live births and compares
with 41 0 per 1,000 live births for England and Wales.

Infectious diseases notified during the vear show an
increase over last vear, wiz., 280 cases against 198. Out-
standing among them were 208 cases of measles and 8 cases of
acute poliomvelitis with 1 death.

There were 10 cases of tuberculosis notified during the
vear, making an increase of 1 case compared with last vear.

Water supplies are still insufficient to meet the needs of
all areas. Details of houses supplied and of samples taken
are given in the report.

sewage disposal continued as in previous years,

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
J. H. MAUGHAN,
Medical Officer of Health.
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area in Acres 196,030
Estimated Population, 1947 20,020
Vital Statistics.

BirTHs.

Live Births Males. IF'emales. Total,
Legitimate SRR 162 337
[Hegitimate O I 13

Still Births—

Legitimate 7 O 13
[llegitimate 1 — 1
Birth Rate per 1,000 of estimated population... .. 17.4
Total (Live and Still) Birth Rate per 1,000 of estim: 1t¢:LI
population 4| 18.1
DEATHS.
Deaths from puerperal causes :

Puer. and post-abort. Sepsis Nil

Other maternal causes g 1

Rate per 1,000 (Live and Hul]:] Bllth'- 2.74

Death Rates of infants under one vear of age :

All infants per 1,000 live births ; .. 342

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live hll[l'l:‘- 29.6

[Negitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live
births 153.0

Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 44
Measles (all ages) ... Nl
Whooping Cough ['1]1 ages) Nil
Diarrhoea (under 2 vears of age) ]

Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated population (all
causes and all ages) ... 14.4
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The

chief causes of death are as follows :-

Causes oF DEATH

Typhoid and Parat. Fevers

Cerebro-spinal Fever

Scarlet Fever

Whooping Cough

Diphtheria :

Tuberculosis of Re Sp. ‘-n.ah m.

Other forms of Tuberculosis
Influenza

Measles

Ac., Polio- mut

enceph.

|

val

pui:ln- i

Ac. Inf. enceph... . |
A

I

a ml

Cancer of Buc. cav. .lmL §TE ‘ﬂ'r].?]'l
(M) uterns (I) i
Cancer of stomach & 1lur::Iv11um
Cancer of breast ..
Cancer of all other sites
[mabetes
Intra-cran. vasc.
Heart Ihsease
Other diseases of circ.
Bronchitis
Preumonia
Other resp. diseases
Uleer of stomach or LI'I.IH-['I. TR
Diarrhoea under 2 vears
Appendicitis :
Other digestive dise ases
Nephritis
Other maternal | i
Premature Htrll: - i)
Con. mal. birth inj. infant dis....|
Suicide
Road traffic accidents ... il
Other violent causes ... i
All other canses

lespons

system...

Allendale Bywell | Chollerton | Hexham| ToTar
M. | F. |M|F ] M F. IM.|F. |M.|F.
D S| [y SR o i NS (N S B
1 o i | e
1 2 1 | . 1 | o9 2
1 - | 1 2 1
— | — = -— - - —_ |
- N i | — . ;I -
1 1 . I 1
= 1 2 I 1 - 2 3
. s — 31 - 5
| 5] 4 4 + 4 41 5113119
: L & 1 EET T
5 5 12 4 1 i 0 4124 | 19
144 12 58 20 12 ] 131 12 )47 | 49
1 1 o 1 1 31 31 8
| | 1 1 2 — | 4 3
2 = — 1 : | 1 2 3
i I 1 1| 2| 2
| 1 )
| 1 - 1 | —
— 1 . - — | =] — 1
| L 1 s 1| 2] 4| 2
| 2 1 4 - — 1 1 2 7
] N = s 1 | — 1
=g —_ | = . 21- 2
|2 g 1] 3] 3
1 | g P 1 ] 2| —
e Gl S 3 i 3| ==
¥ 4. 2 g = 1| 2] 3| 2
2 4 1 1] g2} 2 4 | 4] 2]18| 9
33 | 32 |49 (43| 30 | 25 | 34|43 ] 146 143
ToTaL 289




Infant Mortality during Year ending December 31st, 1947.

Nett Deaths from stated causes at various ages under 1 vear.

—
Y E #o| s 9|23
S T S -] T R S - -
. v : I]!. I'H T a ::JJ :i-.-: E E g E g g % 25
CAUSES Ul LA S O = Zl=E|lF E | E E =5
SR/ T2 92(2|>|=%
Efs|e AlET|E Ao |G RE
1 2 3 4 5 (F] 7 8 9 10111
Smallpox !
Measles gt
Scarlet Fever ; I
Whooping Cough - 2 .
I’tht]wrm and ll."r::lup = ¥
Pul. Tuberculosis -
Tuberculous Meningitis -
Abdominal Tuberculosis - o .
Other Tuberculous Dhseases-
Meningitis inot Tubercalous) |
Bronchitis - . - e
Pneamonia (all forms) . i
Diarrheea - . - O [ | il
Congenital Malformatons - .. 1 1 2 1 3|
FPremature Birth . . 1 1 2 2
Marasmus - . - s
Atelectasis .
Injury at Birth . - 3 K 3
Appendicitis - - g e 1
Other causes . . e | 11 2 ‘
All causes | -=Tiihed 4] 2 1] 7]t &2 1 112
| Uncertibied. |
GRAND TOTALS - 4 P 1 7 1 P 1 1112 i
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES, 1942-1947.

InFECTIOUS INSEASE 1942 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1U47
Scarlet Fever 13 23 2 3 21 s -.4,"_-
Whooping Cough | 24 28 18 45 33
Diphtheria i + 3 5 i [
Measles (13 114 32 23 =1 2018
Prneamonmas i1 20 5 g 15 &
Cerebio-Spinal Meningiiis k] i 1 .
Acute Pohiomyelitis — E = 4 )
Divsentery 12 7 ey 5 = |
Ophthalmia Neonatornm 5 Liy 13 = o
FPuerperal 'vrexia A g I 15 17 = 0 9
Smallpox e — - i & H
Enteric Fever S = s o
Erysipelas 3 f1 : 5 9 =
Chicken Pox ... e — —- —_ — 3

TUBERCULODSIS.
New Cases and Mortality during 1947,
i i i " Nett Deaths in Hexham
Age periods New Cases IKural Dustrict
' E
Pulmonary | Non Pulm. Pulmonary | Non Pulm.
M. F, M. F. M. | F. M. F.

0—1 aea| — — - — -— — — —

1_5 O =g 1 l o e | — 1 { —

5—15 ... 1 - - —_— e — mig S

15—25 ... 1 1 -— 1 - — 1 |
25—35 ... 1 1 —_ 1 - i o —
35_“'5 e 3 o — o 1 _:I 2 —_— —_—
45—55 ... 3 — - - 1 —_— — AT
55—65 ... — —_ —_— 1 — — —
65 & over - —_ — 1 - — —
L S ol e e |
ToTaLs ... 0 i 1 3 ‘] 2 2 |
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REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTORS
FOR THE
Year ended 31st December, 1947,
BY

R. C. HESLOP, A.R.San.l., M.S.1.A.

— = = =

WATER SUPPLIES.
Acomb.

FFollowing the failure of the scheme to supply this area
from a borehole near New Rift Farm, a test pumping of the
existing borehole at silver Hill was made, but the vield could
not be increased sufficiently to be of anv real value.

Other sources of supply including water from the Mines
and all the local springs were examined but none was found
to be suitable.

Hexhamshire, Slaley and Corbridge.

The preparation of a scheme to augment the supplies
in these areas was begun.

It was found that there would be a surplus after supply-
ing the needs of the Hexhamshire, Slaley and Corbridge
arcas, and the Council decided to use part of the existing
Corbridge supply to feed Acomb, Sandhoe, Oakwood and
Anick.

0ld Town, Allendale.
A scheme to extend the mains to supply this area is
heing prepared.
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SUMMARY OF WATER SAMPLES TAKEN.

Mo, of Number MNumber
SUPPLY. Samples  Satisfactory Unsatis-
[actory

I'rivate Supplies

Bacteriological e 1Y 13 2
Chemical 2 2 -
Council’s supplies
Bacteriological e I 12 3
Chemical 0 0
40 35 5
Additional samples taken in
connection with Hexham-
shire water scheme
Bacteriological ... S 0 1
( hemical | 1
51 45 (

Private Supplies.

One of the private bacteriological samples was unsatis-
factory when first taken but the source of the spring was
found and safeguarded, and after work was completed the
subsequent sample proved satisfactory.

The other private supply from which an unsatisfactory
bacteriological sample was taken was found to be inter-
mittently polluted and mains water is now being used for
drinking purposes,

Council's Supplies.
The three unsatisfactory samples were taken from the
same spring, and an investigation is being made.

Additional Supplies.

The unsatisfactory sample taken from a spring to be used
im the proposed Hexhamshire Water Scheme was due to
faecal contamination where the spring runs over open ground.
A further sample taken at the source was found to be satis-
factory.



WATER SUPPLY.

Houses and Populations supplied from Council Mains.

[*arisH

Acomb .
Adlendale
Bingfield. ..
Broomhaunzh
Chollerton
Corbridge
Inlston ...
Haydon ...
Hedley
Humshaugh
Newbrough
slaley

Hexham Low Lir

Wall
Whittington

[oraLls

3y Ineans ol
Drirect to Houses :"ui:lllil]'liili'rl ToraLs

Houses | Population) Houses | Population) Houses | Population

150 312 4o l 45 202 o)

324 b it 205 Jud 1,157

i 12 i 12

() | 4 — Gl 195

54 219 34 154 byt 373

623 1,743 623 1,743

9 33 0 25

Jm+d 1.224 33 114 419 1,335

21 lis 1] 03 42 243

= 242 1+ +1 102 253

23 U5 20 105 49 200

110 Ao - 110 516

45 154 = 45 1 54

HO 30 41 03 07 193

20 Gy 22 74 2 142

1 W37 6,274 279 gL 2,256 7,247

Houses and Population supplied by the

Newcastle and Gateshead Water Co.

Broomley
Horsley
Ovingham ...
Owvington
Whittle
Wylam

loTALS. ..

Imrect 1o Houses
Houses Population
525 1,575
Ly Jln
111 | 378
132 +0U)
5 P2
410 i 1273
1,282 | 4020




SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS

Water Supplies

Council Hounses

Testing of Draims
Housing

Food Inspection

Sewers and Sewase Works
Removal of House Refuse
Nuisarces

Drammage

Milk and Dairies
Infections [Mseases
Rodent Contral

Licensing

Building Inspection
Factories

Surveving and Levelling
Moveable Dwellings ...
Milk Samples

Water Samples

Miscellaneons

15

AND

VISITS.

1,016

Jbs
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FOOD INSPECTION.

l.ezal
Unsouvxp Foon surrendercd  Sezed PMo-
cecdings
Beel (Imported)  stones i3
Mutton do. ... +
Pork i Fi - -
Fish ... oo lbs. 1654 I . =
Canned Guoods iins il -
Bacon ... U | T8 [§E} |
Butte i 154 -
Other Foods ... £ 187
MILK AND DAIRIES ORDER, 1924,
Section 6 (1) and (4).
Number of Cowkeepers (registered) in district ... [

Approximate number of cows kept R
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HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR 1947.

‘ﬁ."l.'ill_p State )
Assistance Unaided Total

(1) H?" L.ocal .\I.Jl.]'lnl"tl.}' AR e 34
Humshaugh ... i
Crunnerton 5]
Corbridge L]
Fourstones ... byl
Havdon Bridge o
() By Other Bodies or persons ... . — 4 4

HOUSES UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT 31st DECEMBER, 1947.

With state
Assistance Unaided Toral

{¢) By Local Authonty ... e UB — U
Fourstones -
Acomlb 16
Corbridge 12
Wylam i = 24
Ovingham 10
Horsley 4
Allendale 2
slaley ... 12

() By Other Bodies or persons ... P — 4 L



15

SUMMARY OF SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS EFFECTED DURING

THE YEAR.

Privies converted to water-closets
Additional water-closets provided
Bathrooms provided

Baths installed

Lavatory basins provided

Sinks provided

Hot water svstems inscalled

New drainage systems provided
lLxastimg drainaee re-constrocted
septic tanks and filters provided
New water supplies provided
Water laid into houses
Water-closets repaired or renewed
Choked drams cleared

Foodstores provided

Sculleries provided

Washing accommaodation provided
Yards re-paved

Fuel stores provided

Roofs repaired

Walls repointed or repaired
Gutters and fallpipes repaared or renewed
Chimneys repaired

New windows provided

Ceilings renewed or repaired
Walls replastered

Floo s repaired or renewed

Cooking ranges and lreplaces rencwed

FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

57 inspections have been made and 4 defects remedied.

No statutory notices were served.

. 144

30
+5
2
13
12
34

L1]
12
13
15
130
34
L2

20

o
I3

]

+
(15

LI |















