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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
TO THE

HEXHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
FOR THE

YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1937.

PuBLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Town HALL BUILDINGS,
HEXHAM.

To Chatrman and Members of the Hexham Rural District
Council :

I have pleasure in placing before you my Annual Report
as Medical Officer of Health for your District for the year
ending December 31st, 1937,

This is classed as an ordinary report and contains the
particulars required by the Ministry of Health Circular 1650
dated the 4th October, 1937, and where possible the Tables
give the statistics completed for the whole vear.

PueLic HEALTH STAFF OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY.—
The Public Health Staff of the Local Authority comprises one
whole-time Medical Officer, three whole-time Sanitary In-
spectors and one lady clerk. Half of the Salaries of the
Medical Officer of Health and each Sanitary Inspector is
recoverable under the Local Government Act, 1888, sec. 24
(2) C.  The Medical Officer holds the Diploma of Public Health
and the Sanitary Inspectors hold the Diploma of Roval Sani-
tary Institute.

During the year under review, the shortage of WATER
was not so accutely felt, but in some districts the supplies
are unsatisfactory.

In the case of Gunnerton, in which new houses are going
up, further supplies will have to be found in the near future.
The question of an angmented supplv to Newbrough Parish
and Stonecroft has received attention, and an additional
supply for Newbrough has been obtained, also a supply suf-
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ficient for the needs of houses at Woodbine (Settlingstones).
Stonecroft proper has still to be dealt with.

You will see by the tables that the incidence of NoTi-
FIABLE INFECTIOUS DIsSEASES 1s much less than in the
previous year. This is particularly marked in the case of
Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria.  There were no deaths from
either of these diseases, which were of an unusually mild tvpe.

No further progress was made during the year with
the provision of a Joint Infectious Diseases Hospital, owing
to the unwillingness of one of the Authorities concerned, to
come into line. This difficulty has now been overcome,
and next vear should show a start towards completion of this
scheme.

Considerable progress was made during the year in
the amelioration of housing conditions. During the 12
months under review, 20 houses have been built to re-
house, overcrowded families and 28 to replace houses con-
demned as unfit. In addition, 32 houses are under course
of erection, 10 being to replace unfit houses and 16 for the
relief of overcrowding. We have also made provision for
58 more houses to be built in the near future, the districts
concerned being Gunnerton, 6; Wall, 8; Humshaugh, 6 ;
Fourstones, 20 ; Wylam, 12 ;and Owvingham 6.

The Housing conditions of AGRICULTURAL WORKERS
throughout the district cannot on the whole be regarded as
satisfactory. This involves the solving of a special problem
which was recognised in the Housing of the Rural Workers
Act, of 1926 and 1931. In other districts much has been done
to benefit the Housing conditions of farm workers by utilising
the assistance provided by this Act.  This Council has
adopted the subsidy clauses of the Act. 1 cannot help
feeling that if the benefits obtainable under the Act were
recognised more clearly, that Landlords would make more
use of it, Briefly, this Act provides for a sum up to £150
for improvements to each house m this category of which
the owner has only to provide one third. However, some
advance has been made n tlas direction and applications are
now coming in in increasing numbers, 30 houses having been
reconditioned under the Act during the vear under review,

In this district, as in many others, the problem of dealing
with BUNGALOWS AND CAMPING SITES 1s becoming increasingly
difficult.  Whilst I have every sympathy with those who
desire somewhere in the country to spend a hohday, and so
reeruit their health, it is necessary so to regulate the placing
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and construction of bungalows and the provision of necessary
amenities that these aggregations of structures that are often
not more than huts, may not become nuisances from a
sanitary point of view and an eyvesore to the Countryside.

In some districts, these erections are becoming so
numerous and crowded together that the provision of Sani-
tation, drainage and piped water supply 1s now a necessity
that they may not become a possible menace to the health of
the district.

In some cases they are not suitable for habitation at all
and should be removed.

CampinGg SiTEs also call for attention and proprietors
letting fields for this purpose should remember that they are
responsible for the provision of adequate Sanitary Arrange-
ments, the removal of rubbish and the preservation of clean-
liness generally.

[ must again, whilst on this ~u1hjnct refer to the un-
satisfactory nmtltuch of sewage dhpuml in some of our par-
ishes, Fourstones, Haydon Bridge, Corbridge and Wylam
being the |11111|.*.1p;1i offenders. All of these places discharge
the whole or part of their sewage into the Tyne, untreated.
The polution of the river at present is a serious matter.
If parishes at present employing this method for the disposal
of their sewage do not take steps to rectify them, I am afraid
that the Ministry of Health will intervene. 1 naturally prefer
that no compulsion should be needed. There is also urgent,
need for better SCAVEXNGING arrangements in several districts.
LEven where no official SCAVENGING arrangements are possible
recognised ** Tips " should be provided at a proper distance
from anv occupied house. We should then be in a better
position to deal with rubbish deposits and those who offend
in this way.

During the vear, a sewage scheme was installed for
Slaley Parish. Schemes have also been prepared for Cor-
bridge and Havdon Bridge, and will be procecded with when
the necessary Ministry lm|m] y has been held. When this
has been done, a sewage scheme for Wylam will then be
prepared.

The good results which have followed the introduction
of a supply of cheap milk to all Council Schools, where
the nutritional standard has very notably increased since
its inception, underlines the great value of cheap milk in
acquiring this.



5]

[ should like to point out also that in some cases landlords
fail to realize their obligations to tenants in providing them
with more up-to-date byres, and an adequate and convenient
supply of pure water.

You will see by the table that the deaths this vear have
increased by nine.  The causes of death chiefly responsible
for this, being cancer and heart disease. The Birth Rate
remains the same as last year. The Maternal Deaths Rate 1s
3.0 per thousand births hamb roughly half than last year.
The Infant Mortality Rate shows a slight decrease. The
population figure supplied by the ‘h]iniwh} 15 19,860, The
actual figure according to my reckoning is nearer 20,000,
This, of course, make.m 1 percentage [u;_,me:, appear higher than
they should.

A.—STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA.

AREA.— 190,030 acres, which 1s sub-divided into the
following districts :—

Allendale 51 833 ... 4,602 LEstimated
Bywell ... 46,637 ... 7,096 | Population
Chollerton 50534 ... 4 957 I 1937
Hexham £ 47026 ... 4.523 19,860
Whole District 196,030 21,238

e - ——

Number of Inhabited Houses, (end of 1*]'*}:}
according to Rate Books i 0,091

Number of I'amilies or Separate occupiers, 1931
Census 5513

Rateable Value (formerly the Assessable Value)
1st April, 1937 £131,298

Sum represented by Penny Rate (1st April, 1937) £514 2s, 0d.

SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT :(—
The chiel Industry of the Distriet is Agriculture.  Coal mining
is extensively carried on in the Eastern and extreme Western
parts of the District.  Stone Qus irrying is also carried on in
the North and South of the District and Barytes is mined in
gthe Pourstones area.
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Vital Statistics.

ToTAL M. F.
BirTHS* Legitimate 251 140 111 Birth Rate
[legitimate 13 0 4 13.2

* Corrected by Registrar's General Figures.

STILL BirTHS.—The following figures are given by the
Registrar General and are not included in the above :(—

ToraL M, F.
Legitimate 10 1 9
Illegitimate — — ey

Deaths from puerperal causes :(—

Deaths. Rate per 1,000 total
(live and still) births.

No. 29 Puerperal sepsis Nil. Nil.
No. 30 Other puerperal causes 1 3.6
Total . 1 3.6
Death Rate of Infants under one year of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births 60.6
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births... 59.7
[Megitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births 70.9
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... 31
,» Measles (all ages) Nil.
,»  Whooping Cough (all ages) 2
.» Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) 2

Birtas. The actual number of births registered in the
Rural District of Hexham is 360 compared with 332 in 1936
and 337 in 1935. This number is made up of 189 males and
171 females and gives an uncorrected Birth Rate of 18.1
The following tables give the uncorrected Births as they are
distributed :(—
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= am e I — e ——

Sub- Legitimate | Illegitimate Total | I
District Year scvvuis et ot bt s 8 Both |
M. E. M F. M E. !
wis | 16 | ) — | — | 16| 18 | 34 |
Allendale ... — | .
1937 17 15 7 2 18 Iy 35 |
1936 21 25 2 1 23 20 44
Bywell ... - —
1937 23 17 7 - 24 17 41
19306 22 16 2 — 24 16 40
Chollerton —_ {
1937 | 22 | 18 1 r |23 | 18 | 42 |
1936 104 a7 -+ 4 108 101 209
Hexham ...|— - |
1937 123 114 ! 4 | 124 115 242

".rfatal | 1936 |163 156 | 8 5 | 171 | 161 | 332
or i | 15E
i District | 1937 | 185 | 164 | 4 7 | 189 | 171 | 360

——r— —— == = —

DEeatns. During the year there have been 281 deaths
of persons in, or belonging to the Rural District. This is an
increase on last year when there were 272, In the preceding
year there were 249.

These figures give a corrected Death Rate of 14.1 per
thousand. The following tables classified these deaths,
according to their age groups in each sub-district, also into
Adult, Infant and Uncertified Deaths :(—

The chief causes of Death are set out in the following
table :—



Deatus.—Age Groups in each Sub-District, also Adult, Infant,
and Uncertified Deaths.

| - | 8 il
: S0 I} i t 8 |
. District 2 @ & £ || Total
] = o P
= = - ]
' = = (&) sy
‘Age Group :
' 0—1 3 2 2 16
1—2 - 1 — 1 2
2—5 - — — 1 i
J—15 1 — — g1 2 i
15—25 — 3 2 3 g
29—45 .. 2 7 i 10 24
45—65 .| 16 18 23 15 71
Over 65 ...| 45 37 i1 44 157

et el Bty | it

[Totals all ages | 69 73 62 77 251
g

e — = =

. M 3| 3 2 1 9
'Unnertiﬁed1 |
| F. 1 2 e 1 4 F
{ M. 1 2 _— 3 i]
Infant
\e.l 3 2 1 4 || 10

|
I
281

(M| 35 | 37 | 26 | 35 |[133

Adult l
F. 30 32 35 35 132
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The chief causes of Death are set out in the following
table :—

o ! 1S |
; | S =58 & i
Causes of Death. | BBl =] 8B = |
12| & 2| &3] 8
T @m|0 |2 &
Typhoid Fever, etc. ... | == e |' —_— | — |
Measles vaa| == — — — |
Scarlet Fever ... O e =
Whooping Cough ] 2| —|— | = 2|
Diphtheria o - ] == | = | = | — |
Influenza e i 2B 3L 3Lk
Encephalitis Letimrgu.a i —_ — | — | - i =
Cerebro-spinal fever ... b ol K Need! et B
Respiwratory Tuberculosis .. | 1| 3] 1| 2 T |
Other Tuberculosis ... el — | 3| 1| 1 3|
Syphilis . e ces| — ‘ g el | |
Gen. paralysis rc-fmsam etc. | = | 0 1| — 2 ¢
Cancer ... w13 5] 5] 813 |
Diabetes : - o e 4 |
| Cerebral IIElLII'HJ]’I’hd"L e 3| 3 | — 21 10 |
Heart Disease J18 | 20|20 | 24 | 82 |
Aneurysm sen | ) e 1|
| Other circulatory 31 21 L} B yl4
| Bronchitis L Bl Bl e 3.
Pneumonia (all Iulms} . 720 N A | 2| 5|12 |
Other Respiratory ... il = 1] —| 1 =
Peptic Ulcer ol IR sy, B 1
. Diarrhoea, etc. {undcr- Vl.-‘tlr"\-} T | 2 |
| Appendicitis l— | 1] 2 |2 5
Cirrhosis of liver —_—— ] — | — | =
Other liver diseases ... Zen H.i 2| —|—|— ] 2
Other digestive ass o] — | — | —1 1 ]
| Acute and Chron. '\.L]Jhlltlb = ad 0] 21 &6 3 -2l
| Puerperal Sepsis o b B il el [
Other puerperal sl =] == i— 1 10 1|
Con. Debility and ]“reul Birth oo 2] 3 1 2 8
Senility Gid : i 21 3| & 3 12
Suicide i Gl ==l TH TR RS
Other violence : e | 5 2 3 || 11 |
Other defined causes 1 5|12 5 1 23
Il-defined causes | 2| — 1 — | — 2
TOTAL < we] B9 | 73 | 62 i 77 ||281
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INFANT MorTALITY. There were 16 deaths of infants
under one year of age as compared with 18 in 1930 and 15
in 1935. The Infant Mortality Rate is 60.6 per thousand
births registered, compared with 60.9 for 1936 and 52.8 for
1932.
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B.—GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICE
IN THE AREA.

A.—(1)—LABORATORY FACILITIES.—

No official arrangements exist for Chemical Work to
be carried ont by our Council in this District. Any work of
this tvpe 1s done by Northumberland County Council, at
their Laboratory in Newburn.

B.—(2)—AMBULANCE FACILITIES—

(a) For Infectious cases. The Council now have their
own Motor Ambulance. By arrangement with the Prudhoe
Urban Council it can also be used for their cases, and also
of those of the Hexham Urban District.

(b) Non-Infectious and Accident Cases. The Council’s
Ambulance is also available for these.

C.—(3)—NURsING IN THE HoME—

No provision 18 made in the Rural District for Professional
Nursing in the Home.

[).—(4)—TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS—
No such centres are provided by this Council.

E.—(5)—HospriTaLs. PupBLIC AND VOLUNTARY—

(a) Fever. Cases of Scarlet Fever occurring in the
Hexham Rural District are treated, in conjunction with those
from Prudhoe. This Hospital contains 10 beds, 5 male and
5 female. The staff consists of a Visiting Medical Officer and
two nurses, one of whom acts as Caretaker and Housekeeper.
As previously reported, this Hospital 1s small, inconvenient,
antiquated and totally inadequate to meet the requirements
of the two districts, only one type of Infectious Disease
being treated at a time.

(b) Tuberculosis. Cases of Tuberculosis are treated
at Wooley Sanatorium. The Institution is conducted
under the auspices of the Northumberland County Council
and contains about 180 beds. Cases are admitted from all
parts of the County area.

Barrasford Sanatorium at Camphill, near Gunnerton,
is also situated within the district, but belongs to the New-
castle Corporation and as a rule only receives patients from
the Newcastle area. This Institution has about 90 beds.

(¢) Maternity. No provision is made for the treatment
of Maternity cases in the Hexham Rural District by this
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Council, but there is a small Hospital at Corbridge under local
management.

(¢) Childrens’ Hospitals.  No hospitals for the treat-
ment of children exist in the Rural District. These are
treated either at the War Memorial Hospital, Hexham, or
the Fleming Memorial Hospital, Newcastle.

OTHER HospiTALS—

The Cottage Hospital, Corbridge, 1s the only other
Hospital situated in the Rural District of Hexham. This
Hn-q:-iml is administered by the local committee and takes
in paying cases from the tlt‘l;\]ahmnlmurl of Corbridge and
fulfils a very useful function in the District. This contains
about 18 beds and receives both Medical and Surgical cases.

Situated in the Town of Hexham 1z the War Memorial
Hospital, which also serves the greater part of the Hexham
Rural Area. This Hospital is administered by a local
committee and is supported entirely by public sulhcuptmn
It contains 40 beds and 1s well uls.np]u- d, having an up-to-date
Operating Theatre and X-Ray establishment and receives
both Medical and Surgical Cases.

Mental Deficiency. No hospital for such cases in this
district. The Mental Hospital of the Northumberland County
Council at Morpeth is available.

Ear, Nose and Throat. No Hospital in this district.
Cases can be treated at the Hexham War Memorial Hospital
and at the Corbridge Cottage Hospital.

IxsTiTUuTIONAL  PrROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED MOTHERS,
ILLEGITIMATE AND HOMELESS CHILDREN—
No provision in the Hexham Rural District.  The only
available Institution i1s the Poor Law Institution, situated
in Hexham.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE—

A child Welfare centre is carried on under the super-
vision of a Medical Practitioner and one of the County Council
Health Visitors, at Branch LEnd, Stocksfield. This 1s con-
trolled by a local committee and does good work in that area.

Day NURSERIES, SCHOOL CLINICS, TREATMENT CENTRES FOR
VENEREAL DISEASES—

No such Institutions are provided in the Hexham Rural
District. There is, however, an Orthopaedic clinic at the
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War Memorial Hospital for School Cluldren in the Hexham
Urban and Hexham Rural District controlled by the North-
umberland County Authorities.

TUBERCULOSIS 1ISPENSARY —
A Dispensary is carried on at the War Memorial Hospital,

Hexham, which serves the RRural District also for this disease.
This is administered by the County Council,

GENERAL NURSING—
IFor both General and Infectious nursing, a number of
cases avail themselves of the Tynedale Nursing Association.

LEGISLATION IN FORCE.
A. ApoPrTIVE AcTs IN FFORCE.
The following Adoptive Acts are in force in the Rural
District :—
1. Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act (1890), Part
111., except Section 2Z3. September 22nd 1891.
2. Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act (1907) Part
1V., Sections 52, 60, 62 and 63. May 27th, 1919.
3. Infectious Ihseases Prevention Act (1890). Decem-
ber 23rd, 1890,
4. Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act (1907).
Part II., Sections 15 and 25, subject to provisions
of Sections 33,
Part III., Sections 34, 33, 36, 37, 38, 40 and 49.
Part 111., Sections 39, 40, 41 and 42 to be in force
in  the parnshes of :—Acomb, Allendale,
Broomhaugh, Broomiley, Corbridge, Dilston,
Havdon, HUHL\. Ilulw-h_x jlhllil‘n]lltl'h New-
brough, Ovingham, Ovington, lmlmg. Wall,
Warden, Great Whittington and Wylam,
Part IV., Sections 65 and 068,
Sections 43 of Part 111., to be in force in the Parish
of Broomhaugh, and
Section 47 in Part 111, in the Parishes of Allendale,
Broomley and Wylamn.
These additional Sections of the 1907 Act came in [orce
on the 28th day of November, 19Z1.
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B. BYELAWS IN IFORCE.
1. Byelaws with respect to Nwmsances. 1900,

2. Byelaws in respect to New Street and Buildings,
1932,

3. Bvelaws with respect to Slaughter Houses. 1920.

4. Byelaws with respect to cleansing of Footpaths
and Pavements, the Removal of House Refuse
and the cleansing of Earth Closets, Privies,
Ashpits and Cesspools, 1921.

Byelaws with respect to Tents, Vans, Sheds and
similar structures nsed for Human Habitation,
These Byelaws received the approval and seal
of the Ministry on the 8th day of November,
1922,

L[]

C.—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

As thisis an * Ordinary Report,” the particulars rcqmrcd
bv the Ministry of Health are of any important extension
during the vear of public water aupphﬁ and of action taken
in respect of any form of contamination. In the case of drain-
age and sewerage, P articulars are to be given of any extension
OT Progress made in improving the character and sufficiency
in the arrangements for drainage, sewerage and sewage
disposal in all arts of the area.

WATER.
ALLENDALE.—A supply has been taken to five houses.
COoRBRIDGE.—A supply has been taken to six new houses.

Havpox BripoeE.—Mains have been extended to 9 new
houses,

Acome.—Mains have been extended to eight houses.

BrooMLEY. Eight new houses have been extended to
mains.

(OvINGHAM.—Four new houses have been connected to
Mains.

SLALEY.—Three new houses have been connected up.
WyrLam.—Nine new houses have been connected to mains.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

No statutory action has been necessary to abate pollu-
tion of rivers and streams.
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CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

The following tables gives the particulars asked for in the
district. The numbers of those converted from the conserv-
ancy system are given in the Sanitary Inspector’'s Table later
in the Report :—

e —— e — —

e ——

Type | 1037 | Converted during Year. |
1 I !
| WL . o 27 — '
Privies ... . 3308 | ToW.C.'s, 32
| Pails e| 463 do. 3
SCAVENGING.

The only districts officially scavenged are Branch End
and district, Ovingham Parish, Hayvdon Bridge Village,
Wylam and Hedley Village. A similar scheme is under
consideration for Ovwvington and Corbridge.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA,

The necessary particulars are given in the following
Tables compiled by the Sanitary Inspectors.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The black smoke emitted by steam wagons on the high-
way at times is sufficient to cause a nuisance, but is chiefly
dangerous to other users of the roads by obscuring visibility.
A matter under police jurisdiction.

ERADICATION OF BED BUGS. Particuiars of the
Action taken.

(1) (a) The number of Council Houses found to be infested. Nil
(b) The number of other houses found to be infested 3
(i) The number of Council Houses disinfested Nil
(i) The number of other houses disinfested 3

(2) The Methods employed for freeing infested houses from
hed bugs :—Closing up houses and disinfesting with
Cescones and spraving.

(3) The methods employed for ensuring that the belongings
of tenants are free from vermin before removal to Council
Houses :—Before any Council Houses are tenanted,
we thoroughly disinfest all Furniture, Bedding, etc.
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(4) The work of disinfestation 1s carried out by the local
Authority.

(5) Measures by way of supervision are made by frequent
visits to all houses, where tenants came from infested
hiouses, to see that they are guite clear.

PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS THAT CAN BI CON-
TROLLED BY BYELAWS OR REGULATIONS.
These include Slaughterhouses, Cowsheds, Tents, Vans,

Sheds, etc., particulars of which are given in the Sanitary

Inspectors’ Tables. There are no underground sleeping rooms

in the District, as defined by the Housing Act, 1925,

Section 18 (1).

OTHER SANITARY CONDITIONS REQUIRING NOTICE.
None have occurred during the vyear.

SCHOOLS.

The following Table gives the particulars asked for :—
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Sanitary Sanitary
Schoal. Conditions. Water Supply. Conveniences
Acomb R il ‘-1.1119.f‘3.|;t0ry Public Supply ..| Privies
Allendale T-:Jun asis do. do. | W.C.'s
Allenheads . do. Piped from Well ...| Earth Closets
Allendale, St. Peter’s ! do. ...| Piped .««| Privies
do. IKeenley § o, wns| Well do.
do. Sinderhope .. do. .+ Trough in Yard ...| I‘.H.rl.h Closets
do, Catton ... o do. Pablic Supply - W.C
do. Carshields e do. ..| Trough in yard ... ]"'riril:'i
do. Ninebanks o dao. .| Spring piped isl do.
Bing field o) da. | Well on roadside | do.
Blanchland ' do., .| Village supply ...| do.
Broomhaugh do. ...| Public Supply | W.L.'s
Broomley C. e do., | Village Supply W.C.'s
Chollerton Parochial do. ...| Public supply ...| Pail closets
Colwell R.C. : do. ...| Village supply ...| do.
Corbridge (Infants) do. ...| Public Supply . W.iC's
Corbridge C. do. i do. ! Trough Closets
Shaftoe Trust, ]Ia}rdun Br do. s do. o W.C's
Deanraw ... - e do. e Well .| Privies
Grindon C.E. . do. ...| Spring ... ! do.
Healey Al do. ...| Wellin Garden . Privies
Hardhaugh s .e do ...| From Schoolhouse | Trough Closet-
Hedley do. ...| Village Supply .| Earth Closets
Horsley ... do ; do. . .| Privies
Humshaugh o do. 2 do. .| Earth Closets
Lilswood ... - do. ...| Well on road ..| Privies
Ordley C. ... e do. Well o : do.
Whitley Chapel ... < do Piped supply \ Pail Closets
Newbrough, Boys = do. Well 2 ...| Earth Closets
Newbrough, Girls do. Piped s.upplr, .| Privies
Newton ; do. ... Tap in Yard 2 do.
Ovingham CE. ... P do. .| Village supply i do.
Ovington ... . do s do. R do.
Sandhoe, Beaufront do. .., Taps in }’:rd do.
St. John's E:uhmlc}r do. ..| Public Supply ... do.
Simonburn - do, Tap on roadside ... do.
Slaley P do. Public Supply ... do.
Wall C E. do. Village supply | W.C.'s
Whittington, Great do. Pipe in yard ..., Pail closets
Whittonstall . do. ..| Village Supply ...| Earth Closets
Wylam s do. .., Public supply : W.C's

School Medical Officer.

Officers were followed up by the School Nurse.
and similar defects were reported to the Chiel School Medical

Officer,

Northumberland.

RAG FLOCK ACTS, 1911 & 1928.
There are no premises in the area used for the purpose of
manufacture or sale of Rag Flock,

All these schools were mxpuftwl twice a year by the
Cases reported on by

‘the Medical
All £

dmt.u\



D.—HOUSING.
HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR.

With State  Unaided Toraw.
Assistance.
(a) By Local Authority . 3l 52 83
(b) By other Bodies or Persons | = 1
1 —Inspectlon of Dwellinghouses during the Year :
(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts) 1750
(b) Number of II'I‘:IJLLHHI'P: ‘made for the |H.II [m*-r' 2572
2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-he .ul
(1) above which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 231
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 231
(3) Number of dwellinghouses found 1o be in a state so
dangerous as to be unlit for human habitation.. i 15
(4) Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those re |.'¢ rred to
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation .. 71
2,—Remedy of Defects without Service of Formal Notices :
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered {it in con-
sequence of informal action by Local f"n.ull'n::nnl:,I or its
officers 37
3.—Action under Slatutmy Powers :
(A) Procecdings under Sections 9, 10, and 10 of the Housing
Act, 19306 :
(1) No. of dwelling houses in respect of which “notices”
were served requiring repairs 10
(2) No. of dwelling houses which were rendered fit after
service of formal notices—
(a) By owners L U
(6) By Local 'tulhmm. in du‘ it uf owners  — ]
(B) Proceedings under Public Health Acis :-
(1) No. of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied 11
(2) No. of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :—
{a) By owners 11 11
(b) By Local Authorits v in default of owners — -
(C) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of Housing Aect,
1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Demaolition Orders were made —_—
(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pu rsuance
::1[ Demolition Orders —_—
(D) FProceedings under Section 12 of H:e Hrjn‘suw A c! 1930 :
(1) Number of scparate tenements or umlugmuml
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were made
(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit —
4. —Number of houses pn:m.nnrllh I'-.]l"!-LHI'I.LII'Ill.I.E! as 11\\1.1]|1|1¢.
and not included above ‘ 7
Housing Act, 1936 Part 1V. ——Dwrcmwdtng
{a) (i) N lllllblj of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the
vear 246G
(i1} Number of hmﬂmﬂ -.E\u'llm[, th-,rr-m 254
(1i1) Number of persons dwelling therein 1361
(L) Number of new cases of ove ujumlmh re pu:tul 1““"}-.
the year 1

(c) (i) Number of cases of overc 1{11.\:I11111, n'In".u:I dunng
the year i

{ii) Number of PErSONS u:unu:mui in '-.utll CASES .

(d) TParticulars of any cases in which dwelling-houses Imn~
again become overcrowded after the Local Authority
have taken steps for the abatement of overcrowding

(e) Any other particulars with respect to overcrowding
conditions upon which the Medical Officer of Health
may consider it desirable to report sas - e
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HOUSING CONDITIONS.
(1) GENERAL.

As this is a large Rural District with a small population
for its area, the problem which presents itself 15 very different
from that obtamming i County Boroughs and Urban Districts.
There are no large towns in the district, and only three of
maoderate size, Haydon Bridge, Lml:rul;.,t: and Acomb. In-
addition there are the residential districts at Allendale, Stocks-
field, Wylam and Riding Mill, which largely contain better

class houses and do not call for comment. In the towns of

Corbridge, Haydon Bridge and Acomb the houses are chiefly
of the old type though in the main soundly constructed and
maintained in a reasonable state of repair.

In Haydon Bridge, the working class houses depend
largely on privies for Sanmitation and as in many cases access
to the rear of the houses is restricted, privy refuse has to be
wheeled out to the main road. The remedy of course is the
conversion of privies to W.C.'s which 1s being pushed as far
as possible.

(2) SUFFICIENCY OF SUPPLY OF HOUSES

(a) There 1s not, taking the district as a whole, an acute
shortage of houses, but many are occupied which are not
suitable for habitation.

(b)  There has been little change in the population of the
district with regard to the agncultural and mnming parts,
but some increase has taken place in the residential areas
such as Riding Mill, Stocksfield, Wvylam and Allendale. XNo
important changes in population in the future are anticipated.

(c)  The difficulty in obtaining land for new house sites
is the length of time u'qllllvtl to obtain possession as in most
cases, the site in view 1s part of an agncultural holding,
Action is being taken under the 1930 Act for the demolition
of unfit houses throughout the district and the provision of
houses to take the place of those demolished.

E.—INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(a) MiILK.

Under the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, regular in-
spections are carried out and defects pointed out where
necessary. A steady improvement is noticeable in  the
general conduct of these premises but sufficient care is not
taken to keep the stools clean, and in many cases the provision
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in the Order for the daily serubbing of milking stools is not
being carried out. The presence of Bacillus Coli in the milk
supplies is undoubtedly due in many mstances to dirty milking
stools.
(b) MEAT.

There are on the register 28 Slaughter houses and these
are regularly visited and very little cause for complaint has
been found during the year.

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED.

——————

Cattle, | Sheep |
excldg | | and |
Cows. | Cows. | (‘.:L]\'r'ﬁ.i Lambs | Pisg.
-"l]"]."'l'liil.‘\:. l | l
Number killed (if known)| 1100 25 | 275 [ 3500 | 150
| | |
| I |
Number inspected ... 700 ‘ 25 | 200 ‘ 2500 | 100
Al diseases except Tuber- ' |
citlosis , |
Whole carcases con- |
demned ... —- 2 1 3 | 1
Carcases of which i ' |
some part or organ | ' |
was condemned 2 —- - 1| 1
Percentage of the : i
number inspected | g
affected with disease I '
other than tuber- - |
culosis ... .28 g o A6 2
\Tuberculosis only ‘ |
Whole carcases con- ! '
demned ... 1 2 | = I - 1
| Carcases of which I |
0TI ]}ﬂ'l't O Organ I |
was condemned ... 1 1 —_— s e
Percentage of the |
number inspected :
affected with tuber- ! |
| culosis R R 28 12 —— —_ 1
I :

(c) ADULTERATION, ETC.

The administration of the Food & Drugs Act is vested
under the County Council through the Police, thus no action
can be reported by your authority.
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The mcidence of the chief notifiable diseases during 1937
are given in the following Table along with those of previous
yvears for the sake of comparison :—

Infectious Diseases, 1932-1937 (inclusive).

| 1932 1933 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937

I | ' | |
Enteric ... el = | 4 1 1] 2|
Smallpox el 1| = — | — | — | —
Scarlet IFever = 18120 126 | F2 [10F| 32
Diphtheria 14| 1|10 |16 |48 | 4
Pneumonias coa -2 |42 | 19 | 1T | 26 | 33
Malaria | — | — | — | — | = —
Dysentry o) 2] —1 1| 31— | 1
Enceph. Lethargica| 1| —|—|—|— | —
Puerperal Pyrexia | 5| 4| —| 3| 2| 5
Puerperal Fever ...| 1 | == & | & o

! |

sENERAL.

The total of the chief notifiable infections diseases for
1937 shows a decrease from the previous vear, being 75
against 135.

(1) SmALLPOX.—No cases occurred during the year,

(2) IIPHTHERIA.—4 cases occurred in this district
during the year.

A scheme for providing free immunisation to all claldren
in the district is still in operation. The response to this
scheme has not been completely satisfactory. An effort is
being made to make parents realize the importance of having
their children immunised.

(3) ExcepHALITIS LETHARGICA. No cases occurred in
this district during the year under review.

(4) ScArRLET FEVER.—These shew a decrease, being 32
against 107 for the previous vear. The disease was very mild
in type. Any case where considered practicable, 1.e., where
facilities for isolation and nursing were good, was treated at
home.

(5) PUERPERAL PYREXIA AND PUERPERAL FEVER.—
No relation was observed between these and Scarlet Fever,
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(0) LExtTERIC.—No cases occurred m the distriet,

(7) PNeEuMoxniA.—There were 33 cases of Pneumonia
notified during the year against 20 for the previous year.

(8) DysentErRY.—There was one case of Dysentery
during the vear.

(9)  OTHER DISEASES.—No case of anthrax was notified,
and none of undulant fever or psittacosis in the district. No
case of rheumatic fever was brought to my notice. There
were no cases of epidemic jaundice.

(10 VErMmIN, RaTs, ETc.—There are no facilities in this
area for the cleansing of verminous persons other than those
obtaining in the Poor Law Hospital in Hexham (Hexham
Urban District). Premuses and articles reported to Inspectors
are disinfected on the spot by two Sanitary Inspectors.

There are practically no mosquitoes in the district. Rats
are dealt with by the County Rat Inspectors who makes
periodical tours of the district.

Pathological and Bacteriological specimens and Water
for sewage contamination are examined in the County
Council Laboratory.

The schick and Dick Tests in Diphtheria and Scarlet
Fever respectively, if carried out at all, are done by the
medical practitioner in attendance on the case.

Under the Public Health (Smallpox Prevention) regu-
lations, 1917, no primary vaccination or re-vaccination has
been found necessary to be done by the Sanitary Authority.

CANCER.—No local investigations are undertaken by this
Council, as no special facilities exist in the district for this
purpose.

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.—No action has been taken
under Section 66 of the Public Health Act, 1925, for the
prevention of blindness or for the treatment of persons
suffering from any disease or injury to the eyes.

OTHER DISEASES.

Nothing has occurred during the vear which calls for
special mention,

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (OTHER THAN TUBER-

CULOSIS) DURING THE YEAR, 1937,

The incidence of these diseases for the year are given in
lable 2 at the end of the Report, and the deaths therefrom
in Table 3, both in the various age groups.
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OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

The particulars of this diseases are asked for in the [ollow-
g form, and are given herewith :—

Table showing cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum in 1937.

CASES. = I '
— - Ei -l B |
e - |
, Treated B & 8 |
o —_— —=Blg8 gl =
: | Motified ‘JE":‘ET::: =
. At In |Es|a2 g/, @
| Home |(Hospital = = = | g
I —
! Ophthalmia
'I' MNeonatorum Lo —_ —_ — . | S| [ [

S S — - . — ———r

TUBLERCULOSIS.—New cases and Mortality during 1937 :—

—

| Nett Deaths in Hex- |

Age periods. | New Cases

ham Urban District
Pulmonary] Non Fulm Fulmonary] Non Pulm i
i |
M| FIM|F|M l F M| F |
0 s —;'—"i == ) S
1 — =l 1| == ===
5 — a— — — R S — —
TR el e Bt B B el Bt et Bt
15 ) Yhssas et (Gl | Sonlll O X i G |
20 S i) [ ol |l Enes' M 08! I
25 2 1|=|1]|—=| 1]—=|—=
35 == A b=l A el g —
45 el et el Bl | Rt il Reoss __‘_
55 — =l 1= 2(=] 1|—
b & Ovar — | = —|—-;5"— 1 —-‘—
Totals | 3| 1] 3| 2| 4 | 3] 4 _L_1_|

The deaths given in the above Table are the nett number
after transferring away deaths at Wooley Sanatorium, and a
few others, but mcluding inward translers from other areas.

T'here 1s no evidence of excessive incidence to, or Mortality
from, Tuberculosis in any particular occupation in the area.
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PUBLIC HEALTH (PREVENTION OF TUBER-
CULOSIS REGULATIONS, 1925).

This refers to Tuberculosis amongst employees in the
milk trade. No action has been necessary under these
Regulations during the year.

Article 3. As no case was found upon enquiry to be in
any person dealing milk, no action has been found necessary.,

Article 5. The same remarks apply here.

Article 6. TFor the same reason no appeals have been
made under this proviso and no cases of compensation have
occurred for the reason stated.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1925, SECTION o2

In no case during the vear has it been necessary to apply
for the compulsory removal to hospital of any case of Tuber-
culosis,

This concludes the particulars asked for in the Circular
of the Mimistry of Health, and I think covers fairly com-
pletely the sanitar v activities in your area. It only remains
to thank those who work with me, for their co-operation and
help during the vear.
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Table No. 3.

Causes of, and ages at, Daath during the Year ending
December 31st, 1937,

Causes of Death.

1

Typhoid Fever, etc.
Measles

Scarlet Fever .
Whooping Cough
Diphtheria
Influenza :
Encephalitis Le lhmglm
Cerebro-spinal Fever
Respiratory Tuberculosis
Other Tuberculosis
Syphihs

Gen. paralysis of 1|1.-..1||u ete..

Cancer

Diabetes - .
Cerebral H.lenrrhde

Heart Discase

Aneurysm 3

Other Circulatory

Bronchitis

Prneumonia (all I'nrlm]

Other Respiratory

Peptic Ulcer

Diarrhoea, etc. (under 2 VIS, ]l

Appendicitis

Cirrhosis of liver ,

Other liver diseases

Other digestive

Nephritis ia

Puerperal Sepsis

Other Puerperal

Con. Debility and i":u.!u Hllth

Senility

Suicide

Other Violence.

Other defined mnw.-:-.

Il-defined causes

TOTALS...

Analysis of Net deaths
according to age.
-E. — e 'ﬂlll'_llrr‘,l;': Ié r}'—t_{ll___i];.:dihﬁ
8 | g fun [T r‘T = "~ lof Residents or
SRR L LLLL 8] Non-Residents
= B(™SY - N <o in Institution.
2|3|4[5]6|7|8 91011 12
e 1S RS —
S [ R A T O [ s
N N (O . )
it O R B i =
14 —————— 2 o/ ¢ -
w5 = s R
i B | 41 !
';I' F— | —— — -i 1l 3 jl__ 1
s 1 1] 2 af al=l— —
Y e e s e
) O 0 ) 1) il
31 _f._!_:__l - ]I{rlnjlﬂl -
4 b—————— 2| 2}— =
10 |- —-'—-—:-—'l 6| 3|— -
82 [ ——|—{— 4{1326/39] -
L === I"'i_|_ 1— ==t
14 [————1 1 ,ii 50 5 —-
A P [T | P N
APrranees
12 | 2/ 2| 11— 1] 3| 3—1- =
2 i 1Y -
| sEEFFEHY] =
5 —'}_'_i 1| 1] 1] 2l- =
P B M
"5 A 2 o
‘1" o i R T R 1
21 L1 1 1] o 2] of
—
1 e o
3 ———1 Y Y Y= —
11 —1——1 2| 2| 9| 1| =
23 L1 |4 7l—10 3
A s o |
281 h6| 2| 1| 2| 8j247 m.rﬂ 11




Nett Deaths from stated causes at various ages under 1 year.

Table No. 4.
Infant Mortality during Year ending December 31st, 1937.

r'.-%
CAUSES OF DEaTH o
;
=
[=
s
1 2
Smallpox .
Chicken-pox -
Measles
Scarlet Fever -
Whooping Cough -
Diphtheria and Croup
Ervsipelas -
Tuberculous ""Lluuni,:tlh
Abdominal Tuberculosis
Other Tuberculous Diseases-
Meningitis (not Tuberculous)
Convulsions - . :
Laryngitis - - :
Bronchitis - -
Pneumonia (all forms)
Imarrhoea -
Enteritis - - :
Gastritis - -
Icterus Neonatorum -
Rickets - .
Suffocation, overlying
Inattention at Birth -
Congenital Malformations i
Premature Birth - 5
Atrophy, Debility 1r1d
Marasmus - 1
Cither causes - - 1
All causes | Gertified 7
| Uncertified
GRAND TOTALS 7
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