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HERTFORD RURAL DISTRICT.

Annual Report on the Health of the District for the Year 1958.
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HERTFORD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL,

B o

FOR THE YEAR 1958

PREFACGCE

To the Chairman and Councillors, Hertford Rural District.

Mr. Chairman, Miss Wright and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Heport on the
health of Hertford Rural District for the year 1958.

Until the end of that year one ledical Officer of Health
had served six districts in East Hertfordshire, but on the
retirement of Dr. R. P. Garrow to his native Scotland, it was
decided that it would be a better arrangement to have the part-
time services of an Assistant County MHedical Officer. It was
with great pleasure that I accepted your invitation to fill this
appointment.

I hawve the honour to be
Your obedient serfant,

J. E, CRAWLEY,

Medical Officer of Health,

June, 1959.



PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT - STAFF.

ACTING MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

Lr. Rs P. Garrow.

Deputy (Part-time) .Medical Officer of Health.

Peter de Bec TURTLE, V.R.D., M.A., B.M., BCh,, D.P.H.

HEALTH INSPECTORS.

Senior Health Inspector (end Surveyor) H.E.GILBY,

Certificate of the R.S.I. and S.I.E.J. Board.
Certificate for Inspectors of Meat and Other Foods.

Deputy Health Inspector D. R. HOWE.

Certificate of th'e RISIII- B-Ilﬂ- SiI#EtJi B'Gardi
Certificate for Inspectors of Meat and Other Foods.

fdealth Department.

Council Offices,
Wallfields,
Pegs Lane,
HERTFORD, Herts.

Telephone:- Hertford 3007 (2 lines).

Clerical Duties in the Heeglth Department were carried out
by Mrs. I. M. Ball, Mrs. R. E. Swallow and Miss J. Twigden.

i T T e e B e S e e e

FUBLIC HEALTH COMUTITTEE.

Public Health Matters were dealt with by the General Purposes Committ
the Chairmen of which for the Session 1958/59 was Louncillor lir. J. C.

Sub-stondard housing wes dealt with by the Inprovenenis Conmititee =
Chairman forrgune &nd July - Councillor C. J. Tucker and for the rest of
the year Councillor F. J. Harrington.
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VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL ST.TISTICS 1958.

( Table 1 )

( Figures for 1957 are shown in brackets )

POPULATION.,

Estimated Mid-Year Population of Hertford Rural Dis trict:-

9,160 (9,030)

Natural Increase or decrease ... o i +67
Migration in or out ... S can T 3OS
Total Increase or decrease . ane 130

GENERAL STATISTICS.

ﬂl‘eainAGrEE LN L L e W Elj?hé

Number of Inhabited Houses according to Rate Dooks :

3,257 (2,939)

Number of Houses per acre 0
Number of Persons per acre B]eS
Number of Persons per house 2

Reteable Value of District — £78,808

Sum Represented by & Penny late £313




BIRTHS

DEATHS

Infantile Mortality Rate per 1,000 related Live Births.

VITAL STATISTICS AND CENERAL STATISTICS 1958,

( Table 2 )

( Figures for 1957 are shown in brackets ).

Standardised Live Birth Rate pei 1,000 population 16.81 (14.39)

Area Comparability Factor for Births ...

1,01 ey
Total

Number of Live Births Hale Temale
Total: 72 a2
Legitimate 67 79
Illegitimate 5 3
Number of Still Births 0 0

e -

Standardised Death Rate per 1,000 population

Aresn Comparasbility Factor for Deaths ...

Number of Deaths Mele Female
All Ages - Total: 55 Ly
Deaths of Infants under lyr. 2 2
lic. under 4 weeks of age 1 2

W e i i S —

COMPARTSON WITH RATES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES.

154
146
8

o}

10,04 (10,63)

1.0 (1.04)
Total
99
A
3
25.97 (30.7)

BIRTH RATE 16.4 (16.1) DEATH RATE 11.7 (11.5)

Infantile Mortality Rate 22.5 (23.0)



PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

e mder waw

Notifisble diseases (other than Tuberculosis) notified during 1958

——

4ge group in years.

Disease Total all Under Over
GZES. 1 1- 5= 15- 25- 65
Scarlet Fever 13 - 2 10 - - 1
Whooping Cough 7 1 5 o = - -
Measles 2 - 2 - - - -
Acute Pneumonia 10 - 1 1 - 2 6
BErysipelas 1 - - - = 1 -

Incidence of Diseases during the different Months,
Disease Month and Number of Cases.

Scarlet Fever T 'E "ew T e JE‘J‘IUELI‘J‘" (2) Ijﬂy {2) JUJ-S" (?)

August (2).
WBOODINE COUSR esae eeas sas ess see March (1) April () September(2).
Measles 4., N e i Yiee  “hugust (2).
Acute Pneumonia .. .«s ass ss: o.s January (6) February (2) April (1) March(l)
B R el ais nee ses  ses farch (1).

- - o —

Incidence of Diseases amongst the different Purlsan;_au11ng_1958

R ]

Parish. Disease and Number of Cases.

I L B cic aas  iei  ede Scarlet Tever (10) Ac. Pneumonia (1).

Bﬂyfﬂrﬂ Ty sas s "o na e NIL.

B b R . ei. cre ees NIL.

BN e, ii. s wes  ains Ac. Pneumonia %lj Whooping Cough (2).

: BEs  mEn mEs sas  ses Ac. Pneumonia (2).

BERlEendDn "ohs  wed eee s waa  eea NIL.

CERLITAEL I e Ac. Pneumonia (1).

Hertingfordbury SaA L e e e NIL.

ELETRE AT L. ss. ses s ass Whooping Cough (1) Scarlet Fever (1).

Babtles Berkhaneted co coe soe  ees Ac. Pneumonia (1) Measles (1).

DACOMDE cos ses sss ses sss s NIL.

BEBRLETOra  sve ass ses wwns  aws Ac. Pneumonia 51 Scarlet Fever (1).

Tewin T e e e Scarlet Fever (1 Measles (1)
Whooping Cough (2).

B R Mo LRA e s mi s g RS | Ao, s onr NIL.

Watton-at-Stone ass ass  sas  ess Ac. Pneumonia (3) whooping Cough (2)

Erysipelas (1).



PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVEE INFECTIOUS DISEASES - continued -

——a—

Prevention of Illness - Poliomyelitis Innoculations.

During the year the Hertfordsiire County Council carried out a
series of innoculations against poliomyelitis at centres convenient to
ckildren in the District.

TUBERCULOS 185,

The following is a summary of Tuberculosis Notifications etc: during 1958:-

The year commenced with 51 names upon the Tuberculosis Reglster :-

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
lales 2l b
Females 20 6

One New Casc was notified for the first time,

Males 0] 0
Henmales - 0
There were six Inward Transfers, from other areas,

Males L i
Feuales 2l 0
No patients died,

Males 0 0
Females : o 0
Two patients lef't the District (Uutward Transfers).

Males 1 0
Females 1 o}
Two patients were pronounced CURED,

inles 0 0
Females 2 4]
The year therefor: ended with 54 cases on the Register :-
Males 2l 5
Females 19 6



10.

18,
19.
20,
21,
22,
23,
2.
25,
26,
27.
28,
29,
30.
i h
32,
35.
34,
35,
36,

vaUSES OF DEATH DURING THg

AIALEMISES L L - L (]

VEAR D y_’lﬂ_._

Tuberculosis, respiratory vos ‘en voe e
Tuberoulosis, other . «s. s see . -
Syphilitic disease .. o aes cee sss “as
Diptheria ... ses sas ses ses cas saa
Whooping Cough sas  aws .oe soe see ses
Meningococcal inflections “ee o' o i
Acute Poliomyelitis see ene see sue -
Measles.ue oo sse  seas sos see ses .
Other infective eand parasitic diseases .. S
Malignant neoplasm, stomach ... e s S
" o lung, bronchus ... “se see

. 3 breast ... PR ans css

- . uterus - .s. ans sas cas
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms ... coe
Leukaemia, aleukaemie ... i e ese
Diabetes PR aw e " s sas "
Vascular lesions of nervous system ... sae $ee
Coronary disease, angina . s soe see sos
Hypertension with heart diseasc . wos .
Other heart disease P e Ty e P
Other circulatory disease S S i ces
Influenza ... S s e s e e
Pneumonia s.e. ses  aes
Bronchitis ... " e san e s S
Other diseases of respiratory system . vk “ee
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum cee see eee
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea ... o sae
Nephritis and nephrosis... e b aln P
Hyperplasia of prostate .. T & i s
Pregnancy, childbirth, ebortion s e T
Congenital malformations . “se - .ae sss
Other defined and ill-defined diseases a.a ces
Motor wehicle accidents .. ee sas ses e
A1l other accidents sen e veu e -
Suicide P e T P whe s N .
Homicide and operations of war A soe ves
otill Births... see  sna ses “ae P cen
Deaths of infants under four wecks of age... e
- .. g four weeks to one year of &gce..
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR HERTFORD RURAL

Laboratory Service,

Laboratory facilities are provided by the Public Health
Laboratory Service at Combridge.

In emergency, certain (Medicsl) specimens can be examined at
the Laboratory of the Hertford County Hospital, Hertford, Herts.

County Council Health Scrvices.

The following County Council Services under the National
Health Service Act, 1946 are available in the Distriect. Tull
details can be obtained from the County Mediczl Officer, County
Hall, Hertford.

Home Nursing, Midwifery, lcalth Visiting and Welfare Centres.

Number of Nurses : L. Welfare Centres : 7.
Mobile Clinics : 2.

Vaccinations, Diptheria and Whooping Cough Immunisations.

Medical Officers at the Welfare Centres will vaccinate or
immunise babies at the request of the parents. TFamily Doctors
will also provide this prophylaxis free of charge.

Home and Domestic Help.

Applications for this Service should be adaress to the
Local Organiser at 27, Bull Flain, Hertford. (Telephone : Hertford 3232).

A charge mey be made for this scrvice, in accordancce with the
County Council's assessment scale,

Care and After-Care.

Applications for remperative holidays, if recommended by the
Medical Attendant should be made to the County Medical Officer.

Equipment can be issued on loan to patients being nursed at home.
A medical Loan Depot has been esteblished at The Durrant Hall, Mill
Bridge, Hertford.

A charge may be made for both the above Services.



Ambulance Service.

There is en fmbulance Station at Hertford (Tclephone i
Hertford 3013). Except in emergency, an ambulence should be
ordered by a Medical Practitioner.

Day Nurseries.

There is no Day Nurscry in the Hertford Rural District.

Mental Health.

Arrangenents for mental treatment on the recommendation of
a Medical Practitioner are made by the Duly Authorised Officer,
Mr. W. T. MEDHURST, Collett Road, Ware, Herts. (Telephone :
Ware 5!’-{‘1)!

Help in respect of llentally Defective persons can be obtained
by application to the County Medical Officer.

An Occupation Centre for defective children has been well .
established in Hertford.

Hospital Services.

The Hertford Rural District is served chiefly by the Hertford
County Hospital, Hertford and by the Lister Hospital, Hitchin, Herts.

These hospitals are managed by the Hertford Group Hospital
Management Committee, within the North East Metropolitan Regional
Hospital Board, &aid the Luton & Hitchin Group Hospiiul Manasgement
Committec, within the North West Metropolitan Regional Hospitzl Board,

General Practitioner Medical Services.

One General Practitioner resides and practises in the District,
but the area is also served by Practitioners from adjoining locilities.

Dental Service.

Dental Practitioners are availsble in adjoining towns.

Other Services.

There is a Club for 01d People at Hertford Heath; there are
also several 014 People's Clubs in adjoining arees. Womens Institutes
are active in 12 centres of the District.

i D
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA -

REPORT OF THE SENTOR HEALTH INSFECTOR.

For the Year 1958,

Introduction.

The year under review marked the end of the Councils Parish
Housing Surveys and attention was diverted towards the enforcement
of repairs in respect of houses below the standard laid down in the
Housing Act. Elsewhere, as in other years, the Councils activities

have been directed towards maintaining a satisfectory standard of
environmental hygiene,

Water Supplies,

The Horthern part of the District comprising the parishes of
Aston, Benington, Walkern, Watton-at-Stone, Stapleford, Sacombe, Tewin,
Datchworth, Bramfield and Bengeo Rursl is supplied by the Aston Pumping
Station, the water being obtzined from two boreholes 310 ft. Jdeep in chalk,

Two 310 ft. deep boreholes at Little Berkhamsted supply the
southern portion of the District which includes the parishes of Bayford,
Brickendon, Hertingfordbury and Little Berkhamstead,

A portion of waterford village (in Stapleford Parish} is supplied
by the Borough of Hertford, and the Parish of Little Amwell is supplied
by the Metropolitan Viater Board.

In the Southern Ares the Southern Perishes scheme for a mains
extension, new tower construction at Epping Green and increased pumping
capacity was completed during the year and a mains water supply is now
availeble to a further 24 properties previously dependant upon wells and
other unsatisfactory sources.

The number of privete estate supplies still in operation was
further reduced and one estate system was sbolished and the eight houses
involved supplied with water direct from the Council's main., With one
exception the remaining estate supplies are of satisfactory bacteriological
quality and leave little cause for anxiety on Public Health grounds,

The particulars of dwellings supplied from Public Water Mains are on
the next page.



No. of Houses con- Ilio of Houses ] Total

ected to Mains. supplied by !

nﬁﬁild Stande Wells, Privats

Supply. Pipe. Systens etc.
Lston 171 3 20 19,
Bayford 128 0 3 3L
Benington 210 4 1 215
Bengeo Rural 107 0 4L 111
Bramfiedl 76 1 2 79
Brickendon al, 0 L0 134
Datchworth 323 20 1 FINA
Hertingfordbury 215 0 5 220
Little Amwell 289 22 0 31X
Little Berkhamsted 164 2 0 166
Sacombe 5o 0 0 59
Stapleford 136 19 2 157
Tewin 301 8 3 Sag
Walkern 245 6 15 266
Watton-at-Stone 261 9 1 : 2?;_+

290 19 Sl 97 25,970

. b s £

1957 Total 2,740 103 108 2,951

Purity of Water Supply.

Samples of the Councils main weter analysed chemically have indicated
that although the water is hard it is pure and wholesome and regular samples

teken for bacteriological examination have shown that the quality of the
water from this aspect is very good indeed.
at once where anclyses of public supplies did not reach the highest standards,
and all proved entirely satisfactory.

sunmerised in the table below :=

Cless I :
"Highly Satisfactory"

Class II :
"Satisfactory”

Class IIT :
" Suspiciocus"

Class IV :
"Unsatisfactory”

Total :

Repeat samples were taken

. e

The quelity of these sauples is

FPublic Estate
Supply. Meins.

85 -
- 3
& il
93 7




The anelysts report on the chemical analysis of the water is
shown below :-

CHEMICAL RESULTS IN PARTS FER MILLION - ASTON LORELOLE,

Appearance - Bright with a few perticles. Turbidity - 1less then 3.

Colour - mnil. OQdour - nil,
1 T e Free Cerbon Dioxide - 38,
Electric Conductivity - 525, DlSSOl?bﬂ Solids dried ot 180°C - 360,
CThlorine present as Chloride - 15. ﬂlkﬂllﬂlEJ as Calcium Carbonete - 260,
Hardness: Total ~ 305. Carbonate - 260. Non-carbonate = L5.
Nitrate Nitrogen - 5-+4. Nitrite Nitrogen - absent.
" Ammoniscal Nitrogen - 0.000. Oxygen Absorbed = 0,00,
Albuminoid Nitrogen - 0,000, Residuel Chlorine - absent.

Metals - ﬁﬁpper: 0*22 Iron, Zinc, and Lead: absent.

This sample is practically clear and bright in appearance, neutral
in reaction and frec from metals apert from & minute trace of copper, this
copper doubtless deiiving from pipework of this metal. The water is very
hard in character though not excessively so, contains no excess of mincral
constituents in solution and it is of the highest standard of organic end
bacterial purity.

These results are indicative of a pure and wholcsome water suitable
for drinking and domestic purposes.

20th November, 1958. Gordon Miles (sgd).

CHEMICAL RESULTS IN PARTS PER MILLION - WATERHALI, BOREHOLE.

Appearance = Clear and bright. Turbidity - nil.
Colour - nil. Odour - chlorinous.
O Free | Carbon Dioxide - 58.
Electric Conductivity - 575. Dlasnlved Splids dried at 180 C - 400,
Chlorine present as Chloride - 25. Alkalinity as Calcium Carbonate - 250.
Hardness: Total = 310, Carbonate = 250, Non-carbonate - 60,
Nitrate Nitrogen - 5°2. Nitrite Nitrogen - absent.
Ammoniacal Nitrogen - 0-000, Oxygen Absorbed - 0-00,
Albuminoid Nitrogen - 0+000. Regidual Chlorine - O+4.

Metals = Zinc: 08 Iron, Copper and Lead: absent,

This sample is clear and bright in appearance, practically neutral
in reaction and free from metals spart from a trace of zinc which is doubtless
derived from galvanized iron. The water is very herd in character though not
excessively so, containe no excess of mineral constituents in solution and it
is of the highest standard of organic and bacterial purity.

The results are indicative of a pure and wholesome water suitable for
drinking and domestic purposes but the amount of residual chlorine is greater
than that considered desirable in normel circumstances.

20th November, 1958. Gordon Miles (sgd).

- 15 =



Sewerage and Sewage Disposal.

With the advent of main drainage in many parishes it is now
possible to dispose of tanker contents (with one or two minor exceptions)
into the main sewers and thus the prectice of land disposal, previously
giving rise to complaints, has now to all intents and purposes ceased.

The Council continue to pursuc their policy of providing main
drainage wherever possible and during the yeer work on the Bengeo
Rural scheme was completed. A disturbing fcature however is the number
of houses with a sewer availeble, the owners of which still rely on
the previous disposal arrangements by septic tank or cesspool.
Negotiations were well advanced during the ycar to enable the construction
of = new sewerage scheme for the Parish of Tewin to proceed and in
addition plans were prepared to re-sewer the Parish of wWatton-at-Stone
and to abolish the very unsatisfactory outfell in this Parish by means
of a connection to the Stevenage Trunk sewer. A scheme wes also prepared
to enable the sewage from Waterford village to discherge into this trunk
sewer and thus render the old pumping staetion obsolete. It is hoped that
a large proportion of this planned work will proceed during 1959.

Cesspool Emptying.

The demend for this serviece has remained virtually static in spite
of the provision of main dreinage in certain parishes in recent years, and
is a direct reflection on the rete of new house construction end modernisation
of older properties in those arcas where main dreinege is not yet provided;
the difficulty of disposirg of the resultent cesspool liquor is always
present, and although the presence of two trunk sewers which cross the
District from north to south and from west to east respectively allows.

& setisfoctory method of disposal the journey involved from some of the
outlying parishes to the tipping point is long and is reflected in the
number of man-hours required to deal with one load of sewage.

Development of Undertaking and $g5vices.

The following tables indicate the growth of the District and the
increase in the damand for the Councils services.

- 16 =
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SERVICE 31=t KARCH, 1952 YEAR ENDING 1958
No. Datum No. % Datun
No. of Houses 2562 100 2990 116+5
WATER
Houses supplied 2152 100 2591, 120.5
Staff engaged 0.875 100 1.9 214.8
MATN SEWERAGE
No. of houses connected 980 - 1578 161
| Staff engaged .18 - 4.38 104.8
| CESSPOOL EMPTYING
 Houses drained to cesspools 1155 100 1050 90,88
j?Lﬂa&s of sewage removed 824 100 672 81.37
- Staff engaged 2aly 100 2430 97.50
~ REFUSE COLLECTION
~ Houses served 2552 100 2984 116,9
Staff engaged 3.27 100 L.36 133 .4
SUMMARY OF VISITS BY HEALTH INSPECTOR
During the Year 1358.
tu'ries A.Gtt "aw LR LR L ] [N L "wE L] [N 12
bod and Drugs Lct:
FOOd gremises'. L ] a8 & -8 8 L ] - 8 8 L ] L L N ) 9&-
Jusing Acts:
Inspections and interviews. i i e i e —_— 325
Iﬁlprﬂ‘fﬂmﬂnt G‘I‘ﬂ:ﬂ't-?u-t - . w [ ] L lql-lr' - - - - w 605
ic Health Acts:
c&rav&nﬂ L ) L ] - & @ L N ] L O - & 8 L B LI { B 16
Gﬂm?laj.nts TR} & 88 8 8 'R ] 'R ) "] 'R 'E N ] 19
Infectious Diseases . S . i S S oy Sy 1
Hllisanc"aa L L ] L - .. L L - s & L L _35
Rﬂﬁiﬁe [:01113'31:'1011 W N ] - W N [N ] - - . [N ] 15
Sewerﬁgﬂ LR ] LR ] LN ] -a a9 L - e e LR L LN ] h—?a
?erm-nmls PI‘eluiEGE L ] L L ) L N ] L L ) L - e e 5
w&ter S@Plies & & § - [ ] - [ ] w® 8@ L ® F 8 3#9
PEtrGl Etnra‘g& LI W - "8 L LA [ - 8 & L L ] 19
Rﬂdent Gﬂntml L ] L L ) - % #® L L N L ) L 26
IBﬂEl]ﬂneous visits L -, L ] L I LI - & & - 8 . L ] h—l
TDtEﬂ. - "W 'R ] 'R ] 'R | -a e ] W - e 2051

P s R T T



HOUSING ACTS,

Substandard Propertics.

During the year good progress was made towards elimincting all
unsatisfactory dwellings as shown in the following table.

Demolition Orders made 11 (Total since 1955 139)
Reconditioning proposals sccepted 6
Reconcditioning completed &
Houses demolished 32

Total visits made in connection
with surveys, demolition orders
and housing repeirs was:- 325

Improvement Grants,

Grants totalling £12,788 were mace by the Council to property
owners wishing to improve and modernise old property. The number
of grants made was 38 which involved 48 properties. In a number of
cases it was intended to convert two or more old cottages into one
larger house.

Housing Progress.

" The following table shows the progress which has been made with
new housing (as specified in the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925).

During 1958. Since 1945

BY FRIVATE ENTERFRISE

New dwellings erected eee  «os 25 282
War-destroyed dwellings rebuilt - 2
Repairs to war-damsged houses - 31
Conversions or adaptions in terms
of family units ... i S d 32
BY LOCAL SANITARY AUTHORITY
New dwellings erected eee oo 3 529
Conversions or adaptions in terms
of f&[ﬂll&" umits e Y T - -
Temporary vrefobricated bungalows - -
BY OTHER AUTHORITIES (County Council,
Police, Military, Forestry Commission, etc.) 1 3

TOTAL PROPERTIES CONTROLLED BY THE
LOCAL SANITARY AUTHORITIES ON 3lst
DECEMBER, 1958.

ﬂﬂkm-ﬂil HCIL'I.EF::S "R TR 'R ?8?,
Temporary prefabricated bungalows -
Sde‘iEE & ¥ S N L N ] [ N » 1

- 18 =



Public Health Act, 1936,

The public reaction to a Public Health nuisance is such that
although a number of Public Health nuisances were investigated during
the year they were abated without resource to staztutory action.

Prevention of Danege by Pests Act, 19L9.

As in previous years sewers were treated in accorcance with the
Ministry's recommendation to ensure destruction of rats but no major

infegtations were reported.
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