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Council Offices,
Herne Bay.

June, 1960,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Herne Bay Urban District Council.

Madam Chairman, Ladies and Centlemen,

I have the honour to present my seventeenth Annual Report
of the health of Herne Bay for the year 1959, with which is
included the report of the Senior Public Health Inspector,

VITAL STATISTICS.

The vital statistics of the nrban district show an
increase in the ppulation (as estimated by the Registrar
General) of some 1,290 people. 4 decrease in the Birth Rate
is shown, 11.05 in 1959 as compared with 14.17 in 1958. The
total number of births fell from 207 in 1958 to 191 in 1959,
The Death Rate increased from 10.8 in 1958 to 13.5 in 1959,
This can be accounted for by elderly retired people taking up
residence in the town, and the tendency for younger people to
leave the area to take up work in industrial areas of the
country. TFor the second time since statistics have ®een
recorded, there were no deaths of infants under the age c©f one
7ear, in relation to some 191 births. This is indeed remark-—
able evidence of the improvement in social and preventive
medicine services during the present century.

INFECTIOUS DISGASE.

Apart from an epidemic of Measles, there was little
infection,

No cases of poliomyelitis occurred.
HOUSING.

The Council during the year, made further progress with
the five year programme of slum clearance., Details are given
by the Senior Public Health Inspector.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

The Health Services provided in the town, through the
e



Hational Health Service Act, are set out in the report in some
detail; they are available to all the inhabitants, and they
are adequate,

Mention should agein be made of much good work carried
out in the District duriag the year by members of the staff
of the Health Services operated by the County Council, with
particular reference to the many and varied duties Perfbrmed
by Health Vieitlors, Midwives, [Ilome liurses, Children's Welfare
Officers, District C-Ticers, Domestic and Home Helpers, ete.,
and also the wvarious voluntar]” organisations in the town such
as the W.V.Z,, 01d Peopie's Welfare Committee, the British
Red Cross Soclety, the St. John Ambulance Association and
others, These workers do much for the comfort and well-being
of the inhabitants of the town, and their work is greatly
appreciated by the people concerned,

G L.

In making a general survey of the year's work, I would
say that the health of the pcople of the town was satisfactory
during the twelve moaths.

The work of the IHealth Tepartment at the present time
falls into two main catcgories - "The Environmental Health
Services" and "The Personal Health Serv_.czes".

Environmental Services:- These services, in addition to
housing, include the inspection and remedying of defects in
homee, shops, food premiscs and factories, and in the surround-
ing envirommeni, which is likely to be a danger and hazard to
health; the supervisiocn of food supplied; the mitigation of
smoke nuisance the control ofepidemic disease; the giving of
advice and puid=snce to householders and the owners of
businese premises. It is now clearly understood that both
historically and in practice the public health services rest
upon a round and effective basic fourdation of environmental
hypgiene, end the memoers of the staffs of the public health
departmente must alvays maintain a firm pgrasp of the environ-
mental needs of the communities with .hocs welfare they are
concerned.

Personal Health Services:~ This section of public heslth
work includes the work of the clinics - maternal and child
Welfare, school, dentz1l, tubercuvlosis, home nursing, the care
pf old people, the control of infectious diseases, and the
aftercare of the deaf, blind, crippled and mentally disturbed.

Whilst the personal health services are largely under

e



the control of the County Council as the local Health
huthority, the local Public Health Department is a strong
1ink between the local public and the County Authority; the
local voluntary organisations carry out much valuable work,
and they in turn form another strong link in the '"Publiec
Health Relations Service'; chiefly in assisting those who
have become handicapped by age and infirmity.

The problem of the welfares housing and care of lonely
elderly people 1s not only a local, but a natlonal problem,
There are many aspects in relation to this problem which is
presented to us by an ageing population - family relation-
ships, social responsibilities, economic factors and medical
considerations.

A1l round us we see men and women growing old while
retaining their normal vigour and interest in life and work;
then in sherp contrast, those less fortunate who; through
various causes, have come to need the service of others; this
matter concerns ever¥ member of the community, for all are at
different stages of '"growing old’,

Recently new legislation has been put in force, the Clean
Air fAct, a Litter Act and a byelaw with regard to the Fouling
of Footways by dogs, The two latter items were brought into
force in an endeavour to persuade residents to help to keep
clean and tidy the footways, parks, gardens, beaches, ete. 1In
a public health conscious country, this should not have been
necessary, especially in a seaside resort, If everycne uses
the litter bins, of which there is a plentiful supply, and
every dog owner sees that their dogs are properly trained,
this will be an advantage to the town, both from an aesthetic
and a public health point of view,

It is through personal contact with the public, which 1s
such an integral part of a public health department, that a
true "Public Relations" service has been built up and is being
maintained by the present day health departments of local
government,

In conclusion, I should like to take this opportunity of
expressing to the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee
my eppreciation for their support and encouragement during
the year,

My thanks are also due to all members of the Health
Department for the loyal and efficient way in which they have
carried out their duties; to my colleagues in other Departments;
to the Staffs of the Kent County Health Services and

AR




The Regional Hospital Board Services covering the Herne Bay
District, and to the Medical Practitioners practising in the
area, for their willing co-operation and assistance at all
times in the public health work of our town.

- I have the honour to be Madam Chairman, Ladies and
Cextlemen,

Your Obedient Servant,
G.L. Brocklehurst,

Medical Officer of Health and Principal
Medicgel Officer of Health, Area No. 2. K.C.C,



HERNE BaY URBAN DISTRICT

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (including inland water -~ 8,566 acres}
tidal water - 323 acres) 8,889,

Population, 1959 (Registrar General -

mid year ) 19,700,

£336,616.
# Estimated sum represented by the 1d. rate £1,370.

# Rateable Value (1st april, 1960)

Note: # PFigures shown are for 1960.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR

e

: Herne
ToXal M. ¥ Bay U.D,
Live Births 191 99 92 Birth Rate per
1,000 estimated
population mid-
1959 95
*
Ad justed Birth
Rate 194 .05
Stillbirths 5 2 3 Rate per 1,000
total 1live and
stillbirths 205
Total live and stillbirths : 196
Infant Deaths : Nil
Infantile Mortality Rate
per 1,000 1live births:
Total Nil
Legitimate Nil
Illegitimate Nil
Neo-Natal (First four weeks)
Rate per 1,000 live births Nil
Illegitimate 1ive births per cent
of total 1live births : 6. 28%

- i 2

16.5

20.5

23.0

1
(1958)



Maternal Deaths (including Abortion) 1

Herne England
Deaths Total M P Bay U.D, & Wales
o2 485 217 Death Rate per
1,000 estimated
population mid-
1959 20, 4
=
Adjusted Death
Rate 13-5 11-6

# The figures shown as "adjusted Birth Rate" and "adjusted
Death Rate" are corrected by a comparability factor supplied
by the Registrar General.



CAUSES OF DEATH IN HERNE BAY URBAN DISTRICT DURING 49509,

CAUSES.

Kales

Females
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35,
36.

Tuberculosis, respiratory

Tuberculosis, other

Syphilitic disease

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococcal infections

Acute Poliomyelitis

Measles

Other infective and parasitic
diseases

Malignant neoplasm, stomach

Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus

Malignant neoplasm, breast

Malignant neoplasm, uterus

Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasm

Leukaemia, aleukaemic

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system

Coronary disease, angina

Hypertension with heart disease

Other heart disease

Other circulatory diseases

Influenza

Pneumonia

Bronchitis

Other diseases of respiratory system

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum

Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea

Nephritis and nephrosis

Hyperplasis of prostate

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion

Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases

Motor vehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Homicide and operations of war
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SOCIAI. CONDIT IONS OF THE ARTEA.

Herne Bay is a scaside holiday resort on the northern
coact of Kent, at the mouth of the Thames Estuary., BPRounded
on the north side by the north sea, it is almost surrounded
by the rural villages of the Bridge~Blean Rural District:
from the east and west is lies between the Whitstable Urban
District and Birchington in the Borough of Margate, and the
south side of the town is approximately eight miles from the
City of Canterbury,

The town is essentially a holiday resort, and a large
percentage of the population is engaged in catering for the
needs of the visitors who take holidays there during the
summer months, when the population fipgure is almost double
that of the winter period.

There 1s a large residontisgl area in the Urban District
and as the town is within easy reach of London, many of the
inhabitants travel each day to their employment in the City.
The town has grown appreciably during recent years, and this
is reflected in the Registrar Genergls mid year estimate, It
is considered that electrification of the railway system
(completed in June, 1959) will attract many more residents and
visitors to the town.

In addition to the town's education and utility
services (Schools, electricity, gas, water, fire, transport,
local government and postal services), there are a number of
professional and canmercial establishments and light
industrial undertakings which provide employment for a good
percentage of workers, d4griczultural employment is provided
in the rural area., It is the Council's policy to attract
suitable light industry to the town to establish a more

balanced community.

The Kent County Council is the Education Authority for
the Urban District, and there are four County Primary anc
Junior Schools, and one County Modern School under this
Authority. There is also a number of boarding and day schools
and convalescent and children's homes, as well as residential
and day nurseries; holiday homes and homes for old people and
the chronic sick; also the Cripplecraft Home for disabled
people; Herne Bay Hospital and Herne Hospital at Herme Common,
Where a number of nursing and domestic workers are employed,

e e



Meteorology.

The Coun¢il maintain s meteriological station on the Sea
Front and daily weather readings are transmitted to the Air
Ministry. The following are the readings for the year 1959 :

Period Sunshine Rainfall
Hours: Inches
. I W) T S
Monthly
_--_EEQEE__-_--__lﬁggé-_-1--___.1529____
Daily
Average 5. 34 «05

LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Laboratory Facilities.

A1l pathological and bacteriological work for the Urban
District is carried out at the Public Health Laboratory, Prest
Hall, Maidstone, free of charge, This is one of a chain of
laboratories established »y the Ministry of Health throughout
the country.

Services provided by the Kent County Council under the N,.H.S.A.

Health Visitors, School Nurse and
Infant Life Protection Officer,

The health visiting, school nursing and infant life pro-~
tection services are carried out by the County Council, who
provide the staff. - During 1959 these duties were carried out
by Miss D, A. Tremble,

The Tuberculosis health visiting is carried out by Miss
M, Brangan,

Nursing in the Home,

The Kent County Council provide a free Home Nursing
Service, and apart from cases of emergency and accident, a
patient may obtain the services of a home nurse if requested
by the medical practitioner in attendance, There are L such
nurses in this district.




Domicilliary Midwifery.

& comprehensive service is available, and one
midwio ig emplored,

LComestic Help Service.

Domestic help is obtainable for the sick and aged and
infirm, and in cases of urgent need; the scheme is operated
from the Kent County Council's cliniec, in King's Road, under
the supervision of the fArea Organizer, Mrs, A4, Kingston,

District Office,

The Kent County Council have established a District
Office at Whitstable, where enquiries in the first place can
be made with regard to the County Council Health Services.

Treatment Centres and Clinics,

Clinics continued to be held regularly thraughout the year
at the Kent County Council's Health Centre, King's Road, Herne
Bey, (Tuberculosis Dispensary in Cavendish Road). The
following table gives the days and times when the wvarious
sessions are held :

oLSSIONS:
Days Times

CLINICS.

Maternity Clinics:
SRRt ar U inles | . Eﬂ@gzﬁ__-___2_:-Q_p,_n_'1,.__|

Chilé Welfare Clinic

Vaccination against Small-
poX by appointment at this

Cliniec).

The Health Centre, Mondays &

King's Road. Thursdays. | Afternoons
Diphtheria and Vhooping Held monthly by the Medical

Cough Immunization Clinic OQfficer of Health, usually on

— S e S S S — I S W e S T S — — — —

B,C.G., Vacci nation Clinic | Held monthly by Chest Physician
at times arranged with Tuber-
culosis Health Visitor.

i W e B e T R R . e B i e B s e e e e o S S i —-_..—l
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—cont./ sho s T

Poliomyelitis Vacci nation Held hy arrangements made by
Cliniec  Medical Officer of Health,
County Hall, Maidstone,

s i s i S S e s S D S D . s Sl s S S e g S S i S R gy N

School Health Service,

Medical and dental treatment is provided by the County
Council as follows :

Minor Ailments Clinics Days and Attendance
of Medical Officer,

The Health Centre, Monday and Wednesdays
King's Road, Herne Bay, of each week, and 2nd
and 4th Saturday morn-
ings_in_each month, ____
The Masonic Hall, Every Saturday morning.
Whitstable.

e mm E e e S o — e — — S — o S

Specialist School Clinics.

Attendance at these County Council Clinics is by appoint
ment only, aprplication for treatment being made to the County
Medical Officer :

Clinics Address of Centres
Child Guidance 51, London Road, Canterbury.
Ophthalmic The Health Centre, King's Rd.
and Kent and Canterbury Hosp.
Orthopaedic Kent and Canterbury Hospital.

Speech Defects County Clinic, 94, Whilstable
Road, Canterbury.

Denta] Clinic.

Patients receive attention at the Dental Clinic, Health
Centre, King's Road, Herne Bay, by appointment on Tuesday
mornings and afternoons.

w5 G




Ql;g;c Services provided through the Hospital Service:

The following Clinics are adminictered by tne Hospital
Management Committee of the Regional Hospital Board:

Sessions
Clinic -
Days Times
Tuberculosis Dispensaries:
K.C,C, Chest Cliniec, 10, O.am,
Cavendish Road, Tuesdays to
e ] S ) 12. 30. p, m.
Queen Victoria Hospital,
Hemne Bay, Refills, ____{Tuesdays | 1.545.p.m.
Venereal Diseases Clinic
Kent and Cantertury (Women) | 2,00.p.m.
Hospital, Canterbury. uesdays to
j 3' GDI pq h-l.q
(Eﬂien) 3. 'D'D'- P- M.
Tuesdays to
L Lilln DD L] T}- m-

Hospitals.

The hospitals serving the Urben District are operated by
the Local Hospital Management Cormittee, which is under the
control of the South Eastern Metropolitan Regional Hospital
Board,

The Hospitals serving the Urban Disirict are !

Isplation Hospital :

Haine Isolation Hospital, kamsgate.

General Hospitals °

Kent and Canterbury Hospital, Canterbury.

Herne Bay Memorial Hospital.

Whitstable and Tankerton Hospital.

Herne Hospital. :

Nunnery Fields Hospital, Canterbury (for old people).

ke



The following children's convalescent homs is also admin-
istered by the Hospital Management Committee :

Crole Wyndham Convalescent Home for Children.
Smallpox Hospital Accommodation.

The Regional Hospital Board have a scheme in operation
whereby smallpox patients may be admitted to the River
Hospitals, (Long Reach) Dartford, Kent., No cases notified.

Regisgtration of Nursing Homes.

Sections 187 to 194, Public Health Act, 1936.

Only one nursing home was operating during 1959, and the
following table gives particulars of the number of beds avail-
able.

No., of beds

No, of rovided for
Year 1959 e by Totals

Maternity | Others

Homes first reg-
istered during
the year - - - -

————————————————— e e e B e e B R T
Homes on regis-—

ter at the ead
of year 1 - 15 15

Convalescent Homes, Holiday Homes, ete,

There sre I} convalescent homes in the Urban District with
accommodation for some 280 patients.

There are also L4 holiday homes, accommodating approximatel
120 women and children.

"Batesholme" Grand Drive, accommodates 20 children under
the care of the K.C.C.

National Assistance Act, 19L8.

During the year it was necessary to arrange for the
burial of 2 persons under Section 50 of the above Act. The
cost of one burial was subsequently recovered,

el o




Public Mortuary.

The Council own an up-to-date public mortuary comprising
a post-mortem room with refrigeration facilities for four bodies,
also a panelled chapel and viewing room, which has independent
access, Records are kept of all bodies admitted and of post-
mortem examinations. Mr. Jempson continues to maintain an
attractive garden at the mortuary entrance, This he does as a
voluntary effort in his retirement.

During the year L5 bodies were admitted, and upon most of
these post mortem examinstions were held.

Schools.

There are 3 independent Boarding Schools, and 2 indepen-
dent Day Schools in the Urban District, with accommodation for
some 600 pupils.

In addition there are 4 County Primary and Junior Schools,
and 1 County Modern Schosl. These are attended by 1,794 pupils.

The County Modern School at Greenhill, and the Hampton
Junior and Infants School, have been built during recent years,
Herne Church of England Schoosl, which is attended by 156 pupils,
has been extended and improved,

Examipation of Seca Water.

During May and June, samples of seca Water were taken by
the Public Health Inspector, from 13 points on the foreshore,
These samples Were taken at wvarious states of the tide, and
were subseguently delivered at the Public Heelth Laboratory,
Maldstone, for bacteriological examination.

A total of 78 samples were exemined, and the results were
re—-assuring., Dr, Walker, the Pathologist who examlined the
samples, reported that none contained salmonella organisms,
and there was no evidence to support the possibility of
Poliomyelitis being attributable to sea bathing.

The locel investigation failed to produce any evidence
of active danger to health which might arise from sea bathing.
This conclusion is consistent with the report of the General
Medical Council in December, 1959,

Food Polsoning - Sturry School,

An outbreak of food poisoning occurred at Sturry School,
during June, which is attended by 9 1local children. These
children were visited at their homes, and 6 of them Were
affected, 17



PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

The following is a summary of the incidence of infeectiosus
diseases during the year, with an analysis of cases under age
groups.

Total | Cases
cases | admitted | Total
DISEACES noti- to Deaths,
fied., | Hospital
Scarlet Fever 1L 11 -
Whooping Cough 20 - -
Measles 286 - -
Chickenpox 19 - -
Acute Influenzal
Pneumonis, 13 13 =
Infective Hepatitis 3 - -
Poliomyelitis - - _
Puerperal Pyrexis 1 1 -
Fsod Poisoning 1 - -
¥ Dysentery 1 = =
:‘Tuherculusis 5 - -
T M LY 363 25 -
=TI SR o n e un u ~§
By
DISEASES E B4 LH | I S [ I E
B e LY e i SR
=] i T T
Scarlet Fever - = P = = 8§ h =l
Whooping Cough - 1. 2 4 3 12 =0 =St
Measles 1 3 35 & P10 10 = 1 =
Chickenpox 1 4 1 = 2 9 2 S
Poliomyelitis - e e e e o e e oes e
Tuberculossis - = = = = = = 1 - 1 L

The above table gives the age incidence of the warious
notifiable diseases which occurred during the year.

- 418 =,
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The following table shows the incidence of measles for
the last 5 years :

Children | Children
YEAR 1 - 5 5 ~15 Adults | TOTALS
Years Years
1955 128 125 L 257
L 1956 2 6 ’ 9
1957 118 164 2 28L4
1958 3 B - 8
1959 125 150 1 286

The following table shows the incidence of chickenpox for
the last 5 years :

Children | Children
YEAR 1 -5 5 =15 Adults | TOTALS
Years Years
1955 55 96 6 137
1956 14 31 2 uf
1957 59 152 5 [ 223
1958 6 16 1 23
1950 5 13 1 19

- 19 -~




T UBFERCIULOLS 1B

New cases and mortality during the year 1959

NEW CASES: DEATHS
Age Non Non
Periods | Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary| Pulmonary
M F M K M F M F
0 - - = — - — - —
R T - - = - ) o = -
5 -15| - - - - | - - - -
16 - 25 - - i 1 - b = 4,
25 = 35 1 - - - - - — &
35 - L5| - 1 | - - | - 2 M =
5 =068 [ et Sy e ol £
65 and
over, - i = - - - -
T
TOTALS 1 = T G 1 - - - &
Inward and Outward Transfers Non
Recoveries, etc. Pulmonary | Pulmonary
M F M F
Inward transfers from other
Aregs 2 1 - 1
Outward transfers to other
Areas | Ly e 1 -
-'_—l"lﬁ'-'——'—'—-"-.'——-'—"""'-"'_“I""-"——'I'H—'I‘l'-"""-"—"—'—"]—"" — —— — e — —— i — —
Restored to Register onm
return to district 1 1 - -
Reported to be "Recovered" Ly 9 1 1
———————————————————————————————————————————————————— 1
Removed from Register upon
declining medical treatment = - - -

< On -




The number of cases remaining on the Tuberculosis Regis-
ter at the end of 1959 was :

Type of Case: l Male | Female | TOTALS
Pulmonary T 59 136
L_Han—Pulmonar;r 15 15 30
TOTALS : 92 7L 166

Prevention of Tuberculosis : Care and After-Care.

A scheme is operated jointly by the Kent County Council
and the Kent Council of Social Service for the provision of
eare and after-care of patients suffering from tuberculosis,
Through this scheme arrangements are made, where necessary,
for assistance to be rendered in various ways, viz., the
provision of shelters; extra meat and milk, the provision of
beds, bedding and clothing,

Home visiting is carried out by the Tuberculosis Health
Visitor for the area, who gives suitable advice to the patients.

Where there is need, help is given in solving housing
problems, and assisting with removal eXpenses; the admission of
patients to holidsy homes is arranged, in the case of unemploy-
ment, endeavours are made to find suitable posts for patients
who are fit for work; and matcrials are provided for recreational

therapy.

Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Repulations, 1925,
Public Health Act., 1936 —~ Section 172.

No action was taken during the year under the Public Health
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Repulations, 1925, nor under Section
172 of the Public Health Act, 1936.

sat inst Diphtheri 1959,

The following is a return of the number of children under
the age of 15 years on the 31st December, 1959, who had com-
leted a course of immunisation at any time before that date
i.e. at any time since 1st January, 194L)
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iomyelitis Vaccinatio

Pol

The following table gives the numbers of persons resid

in the Herne Bay Urban District who received injections against

Poliomyelitis during the year ended 31st December, 1959 @
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Immunisation and Vaccination

Bet out below are the diphtheria immunisation, whooping—
eough immunisation and smallpox vaccination figures for 1959

Diphtheria Smallpox Whooping—-cough
Year of Tnmmunisation Vaccination Immunisation
Birth Primary Rein- Primary | Revac- Primary.
i forocing _ cination
4959 15 - 49 - i
1958 oL 1 65 - 96
1957 23 - 1 - 15
1956 3 - - 2 5
955 5 2 = = =
1951 - 26 - - 3
1953 1 43 1 - -
1952 - 9 1 - 2
1951 - 1 - - 1
1950 - 2 - - e
1949 - - - . =
1948 . - = 2 -
1.947 - 2 - - 5,
1 9&6 Y = £ T =
1 9L5 - - - - -
Before
1945 - - 7 1
Total 11 86 119 6 182

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 to 1959

% - INBPECTIONS for purpos>ses of provisions as to health
(inecluding inspections made by Public Health Inspectors)

Number of

Number P, .
L on Written|Ocec. Pros
: Register| Inspections|Notices| ecuted.
(1) 2) (3) (L) (5)

(i) Pactories in which Sec
tions 1,2,3,4 & 6 are
to be enforced by
Local Authorities, 8 1 =

(1) Factories not included
in (i) in which Sec-
tion 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority. 78 3 -

(i) Other premises in whict

Sec, 7 is enforced by

the Local Authority. 1 1 -

TOTAL 87 36 -




2 - Cases in which DEFECTS were found (If defects are discovered
at the premises on two, three or more separate occasions, they
should be reckoned as two, three or more "cases".

]
Number of cases in which defects |,.onpcr OT
cases in
were found which :
Particulars T r Reierred prosecutions

| To H M, By H.M, |were
Found| Remedied |Inspector Ins%ectﬂr instituted

(1) (2) (3) (4) 5) (6)

Want of clean-
liness (S.1.) 1 1 - = -

Overcrowding
(8'21) s . — o e

Unreasonable
temperature
(Sl}i) iy e — - g

Inadequate
ventilation

(8ele) | = - - - =

Ineffective
drainage of
ﬂﬂﬂI‘B (8-06-) b S | —_— —_— =

Sanitary con-
veniences
(8e7s)
ga} Insafficient - - - - -
b) Unsuitablel
or defective 1 1 - - -

Other >ffences

against the Ac
(not including]
offences relat-—
ing to Out-Work - - - - =

Total 2 & - - -
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QUTWORK.

(Sections 110 and 141)

section 110

Section 111

No. of No. of No. of No. of |Notices| Prose-
out-workers cases of |prosecu- |instances served|cutions
Nature in ¢GMSmH .mwﬁmzHﬂ ﬁpnﬁm for |of work in
of list in sending| failure unwhole-
Work required lists to to supply some
by Section | the Council lists premises
j@ﬂ ) (c):
(1) 2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Wearing)Making
pparel) ete., 30 - - - - -
Cleaning
and
Washing,
Artificial
flowers 1 - - = - =
Totals & - - - - -
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Publie Health Department,
Council Offices,
Herne Bay.

June, 1960¢

To the Chairman and Members of the
Herne Bay Urban District Council.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 am pleased to present my report for the year 1959,
the twenty third year of my service at Herne Bay.

Housing, as always, occupies a large part of my
report because it is a major activity of your Health and
Housing Department.

The demand for Council accommodation, after easing,
has become more acute again during recent years. The
building of new accommodation by the Council has reduced,
and fewer houses and flats have been given up by their
tenantse.

This decline in housing pctential has been accompanied
by a steady rise in the number of applicants on the "waiting
1ist"s Thie is disappointing because it implies a substantial
waiting list for years ahead, whereas we had hoped that
steady ammual reduction would wear the waiting list down to
8 manageable figure. With the present annual building quota
it would take 15 years to house all those upon the waiting
1ligts However, this 1list is not static, and ..ew applications
outnumber deletions, even though the list is restricted to
those who live or work at Herne Bay. In my report, I have
ventured to make a few observations as to the cause of this
progressive increase. In addition, I have no doubt that the
demand for better housing is due in part to the rislng
gtandard of living. More people now have the means to pay
the rent of separate accommodation, and a couple JXf rooms
with parents is no longer acceptable to young people when
they marry. If at first they are forced to accept such an
arrangement they are eager to establish their own separate
homes as soon as pPossible.

Before the war, because of low wages, 1t was the rule,
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rather than the exception, for young people to share their
parents home for many years, sometimcs permanently. This
unsatisfactory way of living is no longer an economic
necessitye.

Another factor which has stimulated demand for Couneil
housing accommodation is the desirable type of flat the

Council has constructed. To see one, is to want one; but need,

and not desire, is the gualification for admission to the
waiting list.

Tenants are making less use of the Rent Act, 1957, and
during 1959 only one application was received for a
Certificate of Disrepair.

House owners however, have not forgotten the Act and
during the year under review the Council housged five familles
who had been evicted by Court Orders made under the Rent Act.

The building of flats instead of houses continued in
1959, and.in that year the first single bedroom flats were
constructed by the Council. These are cheaper to build and
they attract a subsidy of £10. per annum for 60 years. House
building does not attract a subsidy except to rehouse tenants
displaced from houses condemned as unfit for habitatione.

An investigation into the extent of under-occupation
of Council accommodation revealed that 94 houses and flats
were under-cccupled, some to a serious extente It is the
policy to persuade, and if necessary, to require tenants of
under-occupied accommodation to transfer to sorthing smaller
and so release houses for applicants with young families who
need theme

Further progress was made with the five year programme
for clearance of unfit houses, and by December 1959 only
seven houses remained to be dealt with to complete the 1955 =
60 programme. It was decided to defer consideration of any
future programme until the autumn of 1960.

In the year under review requisitioning ended with the
release of the last three premises.

Food Hygiene Codes of Practice for meat traders and
for the transport of meat have been introduced by the
appropriate Ministries. These are welcome a& a means of
establishing desirable standards. Hyglene by common consent
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is more likely to succeed than hygiene imposed by

legisglation, although it has to be available in the final
resorte.

The last slaughter house ceased to be licensed at the
end of 1959 This completed the closure of four
unsatisfactory local slaughterhouses with no hardship or

inconvenience to their owners, and no payment of compensation
by the Councile.

It is inewvitable in a report of this kind that there
has to be some amount of repetiticne It is hoped that older
members will regard this as a useful means of refreshing
their memories, and that new members will be able' to acquire
some background knowledge of the work of the Departmente

I acknowledge with appreciation the assistance I have
received from the Chairman and members of the Public Health
and Housing Committee, and from all my colleagues in other
Departmentss I am grateful to my staff for the interest they
take in their duties which they conscientiously dischargea

I remain, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Tf;ﬁf -'II;"_ 4 A4
. -'.j'l"*"' 0 e

A

Senior Public Health Inspector
and Housing Manager.



SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE

ARFEA.

Water.

The public water supply is provided by the Canterbury
and District Water Company and is consistently pure.
Regular and frequent samples show that it is of exeellent
organic quality and bacteriological standard.

Formerly the local supply was distributed by the
Herne Bay Waterworks Company from a deep well at Ford. That
Company has ceased to exist and its functions have been
taken over by the Canterbury and District Water Companye

Early in 1957 a 6" main was extended from Whitstable
to Herne Bay conveying water from the Canterbury supply.
The local water derived from Ford is chlorinated before
distribution and is exceedingly hard. For several years
the Analyst has commented upon the progressive increase in
salinity which has risen by 50% since 1948. The Canterbury
supply is not hard and has no abnormal salinity. The
mixture of Canterbury water with the local supply has
improved palatability and reduced hardness.

A few properties in the parish of Chislet also obtain
main water supply direct from Canterburye.

Examination of Water Sampless

Public Supplye Samples of the public water supply
were taken during the year and the following are the results
of examination by the Pathologist and the County Analyst.

Bacteriological All
Examinations : 7 samples taken satisfactory
Chemical All
Analysise : 7 samples taken satisfactorye

One of the samples submitted for bacteriological
examination was untreated and the remaining 6 samples were
taken after the supply had been chlorinated.

Two complaints were received concerning discolouration
of eocking utensils. This was traced to harmless gquantities
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of copper dissdved from new pipese

Private Wells and Springse

Five samples of untreated water were taken from private
wells etcs., and submitted for examination. Two of the
samples proved to be unsatisfactory and unfit for drinking
purposes unless previously boiled.

Number of dwelling houses supplied from the public water mains.

There are 7,697 houses and flats in the Urban District
and all but 15 are supplied from the public water mains.
Four dwellings receive a public water supprly from cutside
standpipese We are informed that during 1959, 569 yards of
new water main were laid by the local Company to supply new
houses and bungalows constructed by private enterprise.

DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE AND SANITARY CONVENIENUES.

The Councils modernised sewage purification works at
May Btreet receives sewage mainly from Beltinge, Herne, and
Broomfields ©Sewage from the remainder of the Urban District
passes by gravity or is pumped, to a disintegrator station at
the East Cliff and thence to the sea.

There are now 118 cessponls which are emptied from time
to time by the Council - some of these serve more than one
property. There are also 29 properties served by pall clonsets.

At 78 occupied dwellings choked drains were cleansed by
informal meanse Most of these choked drains were cleared by
the Public Health Department and a charge made to cover the
gogts This service is much appreciated by the public because
it enables prompt attention to be given to a matter which
should be dealt with promptly. The alternative is the slow
method of serving notices upon owners, or occupiers, with
inevitable delay. At a further 19 properties drains were
repaired or relaid by informal action. At one property
drainage repairs were carried out by the Council in default
of the owner after a statutory notice had been served and not
complied withe

Three private sewers were repaired by the Goungil by
agreement with owmers of the 35 properties draining into them,
and at their expense.
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Tests are carried out upon house drainage systems at
the request of their owners and upon payment of the Council's
feess The charge varies from two to three guineas per test
according to the size of the drainage systems

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

'The River Wantsum forms the south-eastern boundary of
the district before it passes to the sea, and is free fronm
pollutione. '

The brook at Hampton is sprayed in summer to prevent it
becoming a breeding place for insect pests. This treatment
is also applied at many ditches throughout the district.

Plenty Brook at Eddington is troublesome from time to
time and occasionally nuisance arises from a storm water
overflow which discharges into the water course from the
sewerage Systclle

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES.

The Council's 14 public conveniences for men and women
are under the control of the Health Department. These
conveniences have approximately a million users & years

Four for women and two for men have turnstiles, and the
remainder have independent coin locks upon entry doors. Cage
prattern turnstiles were strongly disliked at womens
conveniences where they have now been replaced by turnstiles
of a low pattern. The cage pattern turnstiles remain in use
at the mens conveniences where they appear to be accepted, as
no objections have been received. Income increased by 100%
when turnstiles were installcds.

Since the end of the war, two new public conveniences
have been constructed, one at William Street, and the other
at Hernes At the Pier Pavilion an unsatisfactory convenience
for men has been abolished, and a major reconstruction carried

out at another.

The Council has, so far, been prevented from building
public conveniences at Beltinge, because of objectione to the
siting of the proposed conveniencese Early in 1958, a local
enqguiry was held at Beltinge to consider objections to the
Council's proposal to construct a public convenience upon
land at the Jjunction of Reculver Road and Terminus Drive.
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These objections were upheld by the Minister.

At Reculver substandard "temporary" conveniences
constructed in 1936 were abolishede It is now considered
that the needs of the public at Reculver are adequately met
by the conveniences upon several Caravan Sitese

In November, 1957, a sub-committee was appointed to
inspect and report upon improvements considered necessary or
desirable at the Council's public conveniences. Following
the inspection a report was submitted to the Public Health
and Housing Committee and adopteds It was decided to carry
out improvements in stages, and 1n 1958 the Tower conveniences
for women were dealt with, and a start was made upon the
interior of the Tower conveniences for mcn. This was completed
in 1959 and improvements required at other conveniences will
continue subject to financial approval.

Wash and Brush-up Facilities.

It 18 the rolicy to provide washing facilities at all
of the Council's public conveniences and each year further
progress is made to this ende. Where wash hand basins are
installed, paper towel vending machines are providede This
arrangement applies also at conveniences where there are
whole time attendants, and is a facility which is offered
ag an alternative to linen towels if requireds In effect,
at these conveniences there are two grades of washing
facilities, namely, a 64 wash with linen towel, and a 3d wash
with paper towele This has proved popular and meets the
needs of those who merely wish to wash their hands.

The "echeap" wash has considerably increased the total
number of washes, and this has been done without substantially
reducing the washes with linen towels. Records show that
women have gone over almost entirely to paper towels, whereas
the men seem to prefer linen towels when availablee The
charge for a wash with linen towel was increased to 64 in May,

1957, to cover increased costse.

There are slipper baths at two conveniences, one for men
ard the other for womene. These baths continue to be used on

an average of 600 times each years
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Staffing-

There are now more cleaners and less attendants. Full
staffing with attendants is arranged only in the summer season,
and even during the summer the smaller conveniences are now
maintained by visiting cleaners to save upon the expense of
employing whole time attendants. During the winter all
conveniences which remain open are maintained by visliting
cleaners. 1In this way the wages bill for cleaners and
attendants has risen 29% since 1951 although wages have
risen by 60% over the same period. This 29% increase includes
the cost of labour at two new conveniences - William Street
and Herne. (£525. per annum)e It would be fair to exclude
this amount from the calculation and the real increase over
costs in 1951 is then shown to be as little as 12%e

Welghing Machinese.

In 1957 eight weighing machines were installed at
various public conveniences at a cost of £400. In 1958, a
further two machines were installed at a cost of £100, and
in 1959 another machine at a cost of £52. Expectations of
revenue from these machines has been more than realised.
During the first season £250. was collected from 8 machines,
in the second season £265. was collected from 10 machines in
a very bad summer. In the third season (1959) the sum cf
£320 was collected from 11 machines. In three years total
receipts have amounted to £835. The cost of 1l machines
amount to £552. and annual maintenance for three years has
cost £58. Up—-to—-date, the 11 machines have paid for them-
selves and have shown a net profit of £215. Previously the
weighing machine concession was let to a private company for
an annual fee of £7.

Scent Spray Machincse

In the summer of 1959 concession was granted to the
owner of scent spray mechines to install four of these at
various public conveniencen. The Council was not involved in
any expense and shared the revenue which amounted to £22. for
the Councile

A "left luggage" service operates during the summe: at
William Street conveniences. This yields a small revenue and
is much eppreciated by visitorse.

Convenlences cannot be self supporting and any recelpts
should be regarded as a contribution towards their cost and
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maintenances The revenue from weighing machines, etcs., helps
to increase that contribution.

CONVENIENCES AT LICENSED PREMISES .

The Council has an arrangement by which external
urinals and water closets at five licensed premises are
allowed to remain open beyond licensing hours for use by the
general publice The daily lighting and cleansing of these
conveniences is under-taken by the Councile.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

This service is administered by the Council's Surveyor.
Domestic refuse ie collected weekly from dwelling houses and
conveyed by modern covered moving-floor wvehicles to the
refuse tip at Broomfielde ©Sinee 1952 the tip has been
enlarged by U0 acres following a local enquiry. Control
tipping at Broomficld has brought about considerable
improvement in conditions at the refuse tip. After removal of
marketable products the refuse is tipped in shallow layers and
covered at the end of each daye This has resulted in a
considerable reduction in the number of rats and these are now
a minor problem at the tipe.

Collection of refuse from Hotels, Restaurants, and some
trade premises is carried out more frequently when required
during the holiday scasones

The Health Department is informed of any defective or
unsatisfactory dustbins and during 1959 thirteen dustbins were
supplied by owners and occupiers upon informal intimation
that such were requircde.

PUBLIC HIALTH INSPECTION OF THE ARFE.e

Total number of visits of all kinds made
d‘ming the VEAr wsesssrsarssssscsssrssessnse 5,838

Total number of interviews at the office
with property owners, housing applicants,

'tEﬂﬂ,n'l}E_g traders and others esesessccceses 1,?25
Number of notices served = Statutory reeeeee Ly
L " " U, - Informal sesessss 58?
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SUMMARY OF VISITS AIND INSPECTIONS.

S m—re— TwEm— =

To Dwelling Houses @

For Public Health purposes and housing repairs sess
To inspect housing applicant's accommodation seeess
i 4 houses for improvement grants sesssssess
! 4 4 " Certificates of Disrepair se.
" investigate complaints of substandard holiday
accommodation sescsssne
inspect Council hOUSES sesesssssssssssssnsssssas
" disiﬂfﬁstatiﬂﬂ Df premises T YT EEEEEEE EEEEE T
" Ecwerﬂge and dr&inage asgsnadasdsasdsbes s sEssERa
L tcﬂting AIr'SillS essevssssssssscsnscssscsssancssnscssnes
" provision of AuUStEDiNS esesesscscsvsvnssascensnsns
i P@m&dﬁ dirty conditions eeecscccssssssscssnssssne
For infectious disease and food poisoning
Enq_u:.r'ieﬁ sesss B ERB N Bad
" disinfection of bedding and PremisSes sesssssese
1 water Eupply T R R R R T R R N N
i flooded basemcntsS esesssscesssnsssscscsssssannnns

1

To Food Premises @

Fer enforcement of Food Hygiene Regulations; etc e
" gsampling of milk, ice cream €tC esesvescssccrccs

For Other Purposes ¢

For destruction of rats and mice (and survey} P
" gsupervision of caravan sSites esssssssvsssescsns
1k " " public cONVENiENCES ssssccsasses
A i " L mortuary sass Fas s e nep iR

To arrange National Assistance Act burials sesesesa
" Factories and Outworkers pPremisSes esscecscssssccse

Pet EthB Sasssdesndassasndas s isdeniatasinAs RN

vigits to secure smoke abatement eseveccssssssses
" destruction of ineect pests otherwise than in

the disinfestation of PremisSes sesessere
" nuisances at ditches and watercourges ssesccsesss

For abatement of nuisances generally) Pesssassvena
X ! i g keeping of animals) ess
"  removal of accumulations from vacant land etc «
" miscellancoUsS PUPDOSES ecssecsssscsssssssagueensd
" Bhops Lcts administration eececscescsnscsccsans
L Public lightiﬂg and pCtPOleum YR E RN N

Interviews at office ! Public Hcalth etC esessncsee

Housing applicants & tenants
Improvement Grants essececess
REent Act ecevescesscsssnnnese
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SUMMARY OF DEFECTS REMEDIED AND IMPROVEMENT EFFECTED @

Unfit hUUEEE demolished illi-tii}l-i-ilnuil|1l||--'
" i repre&enteﬁ for closSure esvecsscsencseses
" " closed fGP human habitation sssssseese
" i closed for human habitation and
EUbSEquently mﬂdﬂ fit TR R L R R R T
Houses repaired and made fit for habitation sseseee
" 8t which minor defects have been remedied .
U?Ercrﬂwﬂing ﬁb&t&ﬂ AR R Y
HGUEEE ﬁEinfaﬂtEd FE e SRR F R R T A S SRR RN
Bedding disinfected or destroyed cesescecsescscsnes
Dirty conditions improved at dwelling houses sssess
Cesspool abolished and draine connected to sewer «.
I repaired and made watertight eceesecseesnscs
New toilet blocks constructed at caravan s8ites sees
Caravan site at which defects were remedied sessess
Urinals at licensed premises inproved ssessesessens
Choked drains cleansed by informal action eeecessss
Defective drainage systems and sewers, repaired
or PElaid T R E R Y
Ditches and watercourses cleansed and regraded sees
Accumulations removed sesecssscscsssssssssssssnssans
Dustbins provided on request to owners and
NCCUDLEIrS essevesneen.e
Flooded cellars cleansed after heavy rainfall eesss
Statutory nuisances abated (dampness and defects) .
Certificates of Disrepair issued or cancelled sesse:
omoke nuisances abated eccecsscscsssssssssssnssansae
Aﬂimal nuisances abated TR R R R T T T R T Y N,

na

)
&

|—l! -
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Disinfescvation :

Houses diSinfEEtEﬂ BB B 6 B BB B S S EE S ECESEFES S EREE Y SR
Treatment applied for destruction of insect pests

] 8eWhHEeTr'e ssssssnssovnee 13
Premises treated for destruction of rats and mice « 23

Food Premises - Improvements resulting mainly from
the Feood Hygiene Regulations.

Water closets provided and premises connected to

n =

|

SEWED sssssasssssssnssss A
Water closets disconnected from food preparation

TOOIS sas sssssssssenssad 1
Sinks Drovided esecsesscssccsscsssssnsssscsssssnssans i
Wash hand basins together with hot water provided . 6
Constant hot water provided to existing sinks and

wash hand basing sessve 9

conte
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SUMMARY OF DEFECTS REMEDIED AND IMPROVEMENTS EFFECTED:Conte

Food Premises — Improvements resulting mainly from
the Food Hygiene Regulations.

otorage provided for outdoor clothing sesecsccsscsees
Floor prairEd T R R R R R T T N N A A |
Walls and ceilings of food preparation rooms
cleansed asssssuesssnsse
Unsatisfactory food storage discontinued sesssescsssnce

e HH

Offences Dealt with under the Food Hygiene Re ationss

FDPEigﬂ matter in bread sessessasessssssnccssnncossnvs
Contamination of food equipment ssssecssscarscsarnses
Smoking whilst handling open foOQ sscrcsscsccssvenncss

P HW

Factories Act ¢

Water closet disconnected from factory ssessccevescecs a

SMOKE CONTROL.

Herze Bay is a residential and holiday resort with

1ittle industry so it is free from the problems of industrial

smoke , with the exception of the occasional emission from
Laundry chimneyse

Domestlc smoke is a problem in every town and, even
at industrial towns, it is a major cause of atmospheric
pollutions

It is important therefore to prevent domestic smoke
by the burning of smokeless fuels, and by the use of solid
fuel appliances of a design which is approved by the Coal
Utilisation Councile.

I am pleased to be able to report that the Council has
decided to adopt the Model Smoke Prevention byelaws This
will come into force early in 1960 and will require at all
new buildings,
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(&) cnly such appliances for heating and cooking
a8 are suitably designed for burning gas,
electrieity, coke or anthracite,

or

(b) appliances which are approved by the Coal
Utilisation Council - these will efficiently
burn solid fuel with a minimum of smoke emissione

It is well to remember that smoke emission is not only
bad in itself, because it pollutes the atmosphere and
depnsits soot, but it is a measure of the extent to which
coal 1s wastefully consumede.

Smoke is formed of unconsumed particles of carbon, which
should have been raised to ignition temperature to release
heat instead of being belched into the atmosphere to waste
and pollute.

Adoption of the Smoke Prevention Byelaw gives practical
support to the movement to secure clean air. It will ensure
that after the date upon which the byelaw is adopted, all new
buildings at Herne Bay will be equipped with smokeless, or
relatively smokeless means of cooking and heatinge

The Clean Air Act, 1956, is a great help in dealing
with the smoke problems The Act has four main purposes -

(a) To prohibit the emission of dark smoke from chimneys,
railway engines, and vessels, subject to certain
gualifications.

(b) To prohibit the installation of new industrial
furnaces unless they are capable, so far as
practicable, of being operated without emltting smoke.

(e¢) To require that the emission of grit and dust from
exlisting industrial furnaces shall be minimised, and
that new industrial furnaces shall be provided with
grit arresting equipment.

[d) To empower Local Authorities by order, subject to
approval by the Ministry concerned, to declare "smoke-
control areas" in which the emission of smoke from
chimneys will constitute an offence.
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SHOPS AND OFFICES.

82 visits were made to shop premises concerning the
Shops Act, 1950, generally and most of these were inspected
as to requirements relating to the health and comfort of
shop workers. The few defects and deficiencies which were
noted were remedied by informal actione.

It was not necessary during the year to take any action
concerning unsatisfactory office accommodation.

ERADICATION OF VERMIN.

During the year six houses were treated for destruction
of flease No houses were found to require treatment for the
destruction of bugse

I am pleased to comment again upon the continued
improvement in the general standard of cleanliness. Verminous
houses are now rarely encountered.

Before the occupation of a house owned or controlled by
the Council, the incoming tenant's furniture is examined if
there 1s any doubt as to the possibility of infestatione.

Many tenants are so obviously clean that this check is not
necessary in all cases.

FACTORIES ACTS, 19%7 and 1948.

Tables giving the prescribed particulars reguired to be
furnished by Section 128 (3) of the Factories Act, 1937, are
included at the end of the report of the Medical Officer of
Healtha

These show that there have been 36 inspections of
factories, and wvisits to 28 outworkers homes. This was to
ensure that the "outwork" (the making of wearing apparal and
artificial flowere) was carried out under satisfactory
conditionse.




MOVEABLE DWELLINGS AND CAMPING SITES.

What I have to report under this heading is largely
repetition, but if members are to have a complete picture, I
cannot avold repeating some information which has appeared in
previous Annual Reportse.

There are 1L licensed camping sites in the Urban District
which accommodated 1,411 caravans and 4l tents when a census
was taken in July, 1959. One of these, at Xeat Farm,
Hillborough, was licensed for the first time in 1959

Individual annual licences have been granted to two
#aravans occurled as residenees, TWo types of licence can be
granted under the Public Health Act, 1936. One is a licence
permitting land to be used for occupation by moveable dwellings,
and the other is in respect of the individual "moveable
dwelling" itself. Licensed sites at Herne Bay are for holiday
camping only and not for permanent residences For that reason
s8lte licences restrict the occupation of caravans from lst
March to 31st October in each yeare.

The caravan holiday continues to retain its popularity,
egpecially with families having young childrene. There is much
to be said for the freedom of the caravan holiday upon a
choice Blte with good summer weather. There must be more than
5,000 persons staying at licensed siteu at the peak of the
holiday season. To this must be added the many young people
who stay at tented camps during school holidayse

The largest camp is conducted by the Council upon two
gites at Reculver. The site south of Reculver Towers is well
provided with amenities and useful faecilities. It has a
number of water closets, ablution basins, showers, and foot-
baths, all of which are contained in two spacious brick
buildings — one for each sex. There are also facilities for
washing personal clothing - wvery necessary where there are
emall children. These arrangements are repeatcd upon the
Council's west site where a large brick building was
completed in 1957. Consideration has been given to the :
provision of additional closets and washing facilities at the
gite south of Reculver Towers.

The conveniences and washing arrangements provided by
the Herne Bay Council at its Rcculver Caravan Sites are a
good example of what such facilities should bee. There is also
an administrative building and in 1959 there was a manager in
charge of both sites. At the administrative building all
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manner of useful services are available for caravanerss In
recent years a local doctor has been in attendance on certain
evenings each week to deal with campers ailments and give
medical attention when necessary.

Bach of the twelve caravan sites have water closets
and satisfactory systems of drainage. Seven sites are
drained to the public sewer; three have private purification
plants, including the Council's caravan sites at Reculvers
The remaining sites are drained to cesspools which are
regularly emptied by the Council at the expense of the
licensees. At the Council's site south of Reculver Towers,
concrete voads have been extended and additional gullies
together with standpipes provided for the convenience of
CAlpPETrSe

Licensed sites are generally of good type as the Council
insists upon high standards of sanitation, cleanliness and
general good management. Regular inspections are made
throughout the summer months to ensure that the standard is
maintaineds In July each year it is the practice for the
Chairman and members of the Public Health and Housing Committee
to carry out an inspection of caravan sitese.

Inprovements have been made during the course of the
year at Westbrook Caravan Site where an additional sanitation
and ablution building was provided for both sexes.

Owners of camp sites are encouraged to provide adequate
artificial lighting, especially at the access to conveniencess
The occupation of all tents and caravans upon licensed sites is
restricted to prevent winter occupation of caravans which is
considered by the Council to be undesirablee.

The following licensed sites are in regular use during
the summer months. Figures in brackets show the number of
caravans at each site during the summer of 1959

(606) Two Herne Bay Urban District Council
camps, Reculver, (west and south of Reculver
Towers
Euj Glencourt Caravan Site, Fairfax Drive, Beltingee
2l Camp at Coastguard House, Swalecliffes
120 Camp at "Waterways" Tea Gardens, Reculver.
115 Cliff Pavilion Glenbervie Drive, Beltinge.
Eus C1iff Top, Standard Avenue, Studd Hille
8% Kendall's Camp, Beltingee.
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(62; S« Ws Farrow's Camp, Reculver. (2 sites)

(119 Hillborough Park - formerly the London Boys
Campe

73 Westbrook Camp, Sca Streets

70 Hoathwood Carawvan Site, Herne Commone.

50 Keat Farm, Hillborough. (New licence).

The former London Boys Camp at Hillborough was purchased
by Mr. A. Fitt who intends to develop it as a superior type
of caravan site with club house for members. In 1958, 35
caravans were sited, and in 1959 the number increased to 119.
When fully dewveloped, the site will contain LOO caravanse

At the nearby Keat Farm 22 tents and 50 caravans were
gited in July and August upon land which was licensed under
the Public Health Act subject to the provision of necessary
sanitary accommodation etce.

During the school holidays numerous tented camps are
get up by Youth Organisations, which are exempted from the
licensing requirements of the Public Health Acte These camps
are well organised and conductede.

Abbotswood Estate, at the west end of the town, was sold
a8 building plots many years ago, but has not been developed.
Bome of the plot owners make use of their sites for short
period camping during summer holidays. The land is not
licensed under the Public Health Acte

INSECT PESTS.

141 applications were received and dealt with for the
destruction of fleas, flies, cockronaches, earwigs, sllver flsh,
erickets, ants, red mite, furniture bectles, wasps and beesSe.
Ponds and streams were regularly sprayed throughout the summer
months for the destruction of mosguitoes etce

During the summer of 1959 the Health Department was
galled upon to deal with an exceptionally large number of wasp
nestse 89 nests were destroyed, and it is understood that an
average nest contains 20,000 waspse A charge of 5/- is made
for each nest destroyed upon private propertye.

Occasionally we are asked to give advice concerning

insects which are unknown to use. These we send to the British
Museum (Natural History Section) for identification. The
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Entomologist promptly supplies full information of life
history, habits and methods of destruction, and this service
1s much appreciatede.

RODENT CONTROL.

A free service is provided by the Council for the
destruction of rats and mice at private dwellings. A charge
is made at business premises, including farmses

During the year under review 236 premises were treated
for destruction of rats and mice. All adjoining premises
were surveyed to ascertain the extent of infestations reported
or discoverede A total of 2,39 visits were made for survey
of premises and treatment where rats were found.

Rat destruction is not a haphazard processs A standard
technique is carefully followed, and advantage is taken of
new polsons and improved methods as these are develcped by
the Research Department of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, whose assistance I am pleased to acknowle
with gratitude. Efforts of neighbouring local authorities _
are co-ordinated and joint meetings are held from time to times

Treatment was applied for rat destruction at @

Degree of infestation.
Ma jor. Minors

Private dwellinghouses - 165
Business premises - 2
Refuse Tip = 10
At agricultural property - L

Treatment was applied for mice destruction at @

Private dwellinghouses 15
Business premiscs 2
School canteens i

A "Major" infestation is one where there are twelve or
more rats; less than that number is regarded as a "Minor"
infestatione.

It was not necessary during the year to serve any
statutory notices to secure destruction of rats at infested

premisceses
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The Council's refuse tip at Broowufield is treated
regularly each month throughout the year for rat destruction.
A refuse tip is a speclal attraction to rats and it is
interesting to record that during most of 1959 the tip was
again free from rats. This is no doubt the result of
controlled tipping and continuous baiting.

Agricultural land and premises were systematically
surveyed throughout the district; at four farms rats were
discovered and dealt withe. Particular attention is paid to
ricks during threshing, when guards have to be erected to
prevent escape of rats which may be in the ricke.

Accumulations were removed frequently from undeveloped

land, for if allowed to remain they afford harbourage for
rats and micee.

RAT DESTRUCTION IN SEWERS.

Sewers are treated regularly each year for rat
destructions In 1959 a treatment was applied during May when
58 manholes were baited in two sections where rats were found
at the previous treatment. Bait was taken at 17 of the 58
manholes and, at these, poison bait was subsequently laid
until the rats had been exterminated.

Treatment of sewers for destruction of rats is
considered to be important because sewer infestations so often
glve rise to surface infestations. If rats are to be
controlled upon the surface, sewers must not escape treatment.
It is fortunate for the purpose of rat control that the
sewerage system at Herne Bay is composed of nine separate
gectionss This isolates infestations and facilitates rat
destruction treatment. In four of the sections there have
been no rats since 1947

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATPRIALS ACT, 1951.

This Aet, which came into force on the 1lst November, 1951
is intended to secure the use of clean filling materials, for
which purpose a local authority must :

(a) Consider the granting, renewing or withholding
of licences for premises relating to rag flock;
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under

(b)
(e)

(a)

Carry out inspections of registered and licensed
premises as often as may appear to be necessary.

Grant certificates of registration in respect of
premises using filling materials to which the
Act applies;

Take proceedings for offences under the Acte

Four premises in the Urban District are registered
the Act.

HOUSING.

Inspection, Repair, Closure and Demolitiones

(a)

()

(¢)

(d)
(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

(1)

NHumber of dwellinghouses inspected for housing
defects under the Public Health and Housing

ﬁhﬂtﬂ R T R R E RN NN N 265
Number of houses found to be in any respect

unfit for human habitation eeesecesscsrecscsrass 245
Number of houses found to be unfit for human
habitation and incapable of repair at reasonable
expenses. (Includes the King's Road etes,

Glearaﬂce Area} @ & @ ® & & w @ @ @ @& F & #F F & & & & F 8 F & 8 85 F 8 & B9 & WP Eu
Number of houses at which defects were remedied

b:ﬁr informal action sesesesesssecssssstscscsnssnsne 6“-
Number of houses rendered it after service of

formal notices under the Public Health Act escee 6
Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
aﬂmﬁlitiﬁn orders were Iﬂﬂde T R L R E N E
Number of houses demolished (2 had Orders made

in a previous year) MR e P s S e L T in
Number of houses closed in pursuance of Section

16 of the Housing Act, 1957 (Includes one part
DfahDUEﬁ _abasementr T T R TR ?
Number of houses reconditioned and undertakings
Gﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬁd TR EE ek L Sy P P R o T . 1
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Notess

(f) Demolition Orders were made in respect of
Hillborough Grange, and Albion House, Hernee.

(g) Houses demolished were Chislet Mill Cottage,
White House, West End, Thatch Cottage, West End,
and 7 Churchill Avenuees

(h) Houses in respect of which Closing Orders were
made prohibiting their use for human habitation:-

Priory Cottage, Eddington.

1l Rose Cottage, Herne Street.

l & 2 Pond Cottages, Broomfield.

1l & 2 The Triangle, Hillborough,

71 Mortimer Street (2 basement rooms)
(i) House reconditioned, improved and made fit:-

L8 Talbot Avenue.

THE "FIVE YEAR PROGRAMME" - PROGRESS REPORT.

In 1955, 139 houses were surveyed and 65 of them were
scheduled as unfit. They are to be dealt with by demolition
or closure, during a five year period from August 1955/1960.
This survey was carried out by all local authorities as a
requirement of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954.

By December 1959 the following progress had been made with

the Five Year Programme. 58 houses, or parts of houses; had
been closed or demolished or were in process of closure or
demolitions This figure includes 13 houses in the King's Road
Clearance Area represented for demolitiones In addition 33
houses, not included in the Five Year Programme, were found

to be unfit and were closed for human habitation.

THE KING'S ROAD CLEARANCE AREA.

This Clearance Area comprises Nose. 74 = 90 King's Road
(9 houses), Noss 14 = 17 Queen's Street (L houses), and Snows
Cottage, Beach Streete.

They were represented by the Medical Officer of Health
in June. It is intended to purchase the sites together with
adjoining land for construction of flats.
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IMPROVEMENTS AND CONVERSIONS = HOUSING ACT, 1949.
HOUSING (FINANCIAL PROVISIONS) ACT, 1958.
HOUSE PURCHASE AND HOUSING ACT, 1959.

These Acts all deal with improvement grants which were
introduced as long ago as 1949 in the Housing Act ol that
veare. For many years neither local authorities nor the
public made much use of the legislation authorising the making
of improvement grants despite constant encouragement by the
Ministry of Housing and Local Governments.

Basically the grants are intended to be used to improve
and modernise the older type of houses which are structurally
sound but lacking amenities. Grants are also available for
the conversion of the larger type of old dwelling which is
structurally sound and can be converted to more than one
separate habitation.

In June 1959 a new systemn of "standard" grants was
introduced to supplement the existing system of improvement
grantse

The new "standard" grants are available only towards
the cost of installing what might be called "standard

amenities" i.e.

Bath.

Yater closet.
Wash hand basin.
Hot water aupblye
Food Storee.

Grant for a standard amenity can be claimed as a right
sub jeet to the house having a certain life, and to 1t being in
a reasonable state of fitness for habitation. This right to
a standard grant introduces a new principle. The earlier type
of grant, which remains for larger improvements and
conversions, is at the discretion of a local authority which
may or may not make a grant, and can decide the amount nct
exceeding 50% of the cost of improvement works with a maximum

of £4D0 per unite

Numerous enquiries have been made concerning the new
standard grants, but fewer applications have been received
than we expecteds However, they seem to have stimulated
interest in the discretionary type of grant for the schemes
approved doubled in number and in total coste
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The following are the figures for 1959:-

Kind of Grante

Discretionary Standard.
Number of schemes submitted. 25 6
" ™ 4 approved. 2l 6
" " dwellings resulting. 30 -
Total cost of approved works. &£12,733 £753
"  amount of grants
approved. £54613 £377

In June 1959, at the inception of standard grants, the
administration of improvement grants passed from the Surveyor's
Department to the Public Health and Housing Depariment by
mtuael agrcement of the officers concerned and wish the
sonsent of the Councile

HOUSING ACT, 1957 —~ OVERCROWDING.

1e (a) Number of dwellings overcrowded at
the end of the VEAT ssssssssssssncsas isnss ?

(b) Number of families dwelling therein eeese 13

(o) Number of persons dwelling therein eseeee 52
2e Number of new cases of overcrowding

rEﬂﬂrdﬂd duriﬂg thE yEﬂr TR None
3 Number of cases of overcrowding reliewved

"ll]I'iIlg the yﬂa? # & % & #F % 8 8 % 5 8 B @ 8 S F 8 - 8 & W 8 B & L I B B B 5

Sub=Letting at Council Housess

The Council makes a charge of 5s. 0d a week for
permitted sub-letting at Council houses, and 2s. 64 per week
in respeet of lodgers, where permitted.

In 1958 it was decided to discontinue chargscs in
respect of aged parents living with sons and daughters with
no income other than the State pensione

By the end of 1959 there were 9 sub-tenants and 6

lodgers residing at Council houses with consent, and upon
payment of the above charges.
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GARAGES AND CAR PARKING AT COUNCIL HOQOUSES.

During the past few years the parking of cars upon
front lawns and forecourts has become a growing practice.
The Council decided to prchibit this parking, which damages
lawns and detracts from the good appearance of the Council's
estatess It has been necessary to threaten tenants with
notice to guit to abate offences.

The Council has provided two garages at Council houses
on tenant's request. They are let at rents which will meet
the rates and loan repayments. A few tenants have been
allowed to erect garages. There is a need for lock-up garages
at Council houses, and 33 tenants have intimated that theg
would be willing to rent garages at a weekly rental of 7/6d
to 10/= There is also need for some recognised "hard standin
parking places for tenants unable or unwilling to rent garages.
The Minister of Housing and Local Government has intimated
that he would approve a loan for the building of loek=-up
garages at Council housing estates.

POULTRY KEEPING AT COUNCIL HQUSES.

Regulations continue in force for the control of poultry
keeping at Council houses. The keeping of cockerels is
prohibited and hens must not exceed 8lx in numberes

Hen-hcouses must be constructed according toc a standard
designe

The object of the regulations and standardised hen=
houses is to ensure that poultry are not kept Bu as to become
an unsightly nuisance, which so often happens when poultry
keeping is uncontrolleds

NEW HOUSES ERECTED AND UNDER CONSTRUCTION.
The number of ﬁew houses erected during the year and

the number under construction cn 31lst December, 1959, was as
follows:—




Houses and flats Number Number under
erected by: erecteds. constructione
The Local
Authoritye 18 8
Other bodies
and personsSe 194 111
TOTALS 212 119

HOUSING ACCOMMODATION OWNED BY THE COUNCIL.

The total number of houses, flats etc., owned by the
Local Authority at 31st December, 1959, was 738 The number
ineludes 165 pre-war three bedroom houses and 11 miscellaneous
pre~war properties. The balance includes L2l post-war houses,
92 post—-war flats and 49 prefabricated bungalowss

The 421 pcst-war houses are mainly of the three bedroom
type, but there are some with two bedrooms and a few with
four bedroomsa

Eight single bedroom flats at Clarence Street were
rearing completion at the end of the yeare.

INSPECTION OF COUNCIL HOUSES.

Routine inspection of Council houses to ascertain the
etate of cleanliness, state of interior decorations, and the
generael condition of each property is necessaryes

With present staff it is impossible to inspect them more
Ifrequently than once in five years.

When routine inspection reveals a house which is in need
af more frequent inspection that is arrangede

During 1959 a start was made on this five year programme
and 135 houses were inspected with the follouwing results:-



Condition as to cleanliness.

Good 127
Fair 6
Poor 2

Condition of interior decoration.

Good 98
Fair 28
Foor 7.
Bad 2
RENTS.

Rents of Council houses at Herne Bay are no longer
Subsidised by direct subsidy from the local ratess The
local rate subsidy was withdrawn early in 1956.

Rents, including rates, vary from £l. 3. 8d per week
for th.oee bedroom, pre-war houses, to £2. 7. 0d per week for
three bedroom, post-war houses. Post-war four bedroom houges
are £2« 7« Od per week. Flats are let at £l 6. 3d and £1. 11s
per week. (These rents include rates levied for the financial
year commencing the 1st April, 1960. )

A review of rents was undertaken in the autumn and
increases were decided upon to meet increased cost of repairs.
These increases are to ecme into force on lst April, 1960,
and are shown in the above figures.

A differential rent scheme has been considered by the
Council but has not been proceeded withe.

COUNCIL HOUSE GARIENS COMPETITION.

This is a useful method of encouraging tenants to
cultivate attractive gardens. At the same time it gives
opportunity for members of the Public Health and Housing
Committee to become acquainted with the Counedil's housing
estatess Inspection of the gardens and judging is done by
Members themselves who decide upon the gardens worthy of prizes
The first prize is a Silver Challenge Cup held for one year by
the tenant having the best front and back garden. The holder
also receives a cheque for three guineas. There are second
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and third prizes in that class and a furthor three prizes,
first, second and third, for houses with back gardens only.

Neglected gardens at 14 houses werc reported by the
lnspecting members. This was taken up with the tenants
concerned who were given 1L days to cut down weeds and over=-
grown vegetation.

At 7 houses tenants falled to do this so the Council
acted in default at a cost of £10. L. Od to be recovered
from the 7 tenants.

HOUSING OF APPLICANTS AND TRANSFER OF TENANTS.

During the year a total of 34 houses, prefabs and flats
have been let to new tenants in the following categories:-

Applicants selected from the general housing

register. J e,
Applicants with special need. 2
Applicants evicted by Court Order. 5

Applicant from K.C.C. Hostel (former resident) g !

Tenants rehoused from released requisitioned

housess. o
Tenants rehoused from unfit houses. 8
Council staff. 1
Key workers (to aid new industry) 2

18 of these were housed directly or indirectly at new
eingle bedroom flats at Pier Avenue and Avenue Roads

1 were rehoused at accommodation given up by previous
tenants. The remaining 2 were rehoused at accommodation
vacant at the beginning of the year. An applicant was
housed by the Harlow Development Corporatione.

In addition to the above, 25 tenants were traneferred
to accommodation more suitable to the needs of their growing

or dilminishing families.
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Two tenants were required to transfer to smaller
acccmmodation from under-occuplied four bedroom houses and one
from an under-occupied three bedroom hcuse.

Four exchanges of tenancy were permitted with tenants
of Council houses of wvarious townse.

REQUISITIONED HQOUSES.

The last three properties were released from requisition
during the year. Two tenants were transferred to Council
houses, and the other tenant rejected three offers of Council
accommodations. She was eventually evieted by Court Order.

In April 1952, the Minister of Housing and Loeal
Government appointed a Working Party to report upon
requisitioned properties.

Gradual release was subsequently recommended by the
Working Party and that policy has been followed by the Councile.
At one time there were 74 families housed at L1 requisitioned
properties at Herne Baye.

UNDER -OCCUPATION AT COUNCIL HOUSES.

In November I reported upon under-occupation at Council
houses. There were at that time 94 under-occupied houses as
follows -

40 (7 occupied by 1 person)

i

Pre-war houses

12 (6 occupied by 1 person)

Post-war it

Prefabs. 7 (a1l occupied by 1 person)

35 (all occupled by 1 person)

-

2 bedroom flats

In consequence of the report, the Council adopted the
following policy upon the recommendation of the Public Health
and Housing Committee @

(a) that it is considered to be the duty of the Counecil
to ensure that none of the houses or flats under
i1ts control are seriously under occupied;
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(b) that tenants of under occupied premises be
egnceuraged to transfer to smaller accommodation
when such accommodation ieg available.

(¢) that when such transfers take place the Council
pay the reasonable cost of removal;

(d) that the compulsory transfer of tenants to
smaller accommodation will be required if
necessary; it is hoped that this distasteful
course will be awvoided by voluntary agreement.

SELECTION OF TENANTS.

It is s8till the practice before each housing allocation
to visit applicante who have been waiting for a year or morec.
Not only does this provide up-to-date information upon the
living conditions of applicants, but it enables the housing
register to be revised by the deletion of names of those who
have left the district without notification, or who no longer
have a genuine housing necd.

HOUSING REGISTER.

The register at the end of the year contained the names
of 397 applicants, all but 7 of whom were local residentse.
The 7 non-residents qualify as applicants because they are
employed at Herne Bay.

: In November, the composition of the waiting list was
analysed, and applicants clasgified according to the type
of accommodation they would need which was as follows :-

Applicants with children needing

2 or 3 bedroom houses. 187
Elderly couples necding 2 bedroom

flatse 6?
Young couples without children. 52

Single applicants (mostly clderly)
needing one bedroom flatse 96



The waiting list, which reached a peak of nearly 1,000
in the early poet—-war yecars, reduced to 260 by December, 1956
It has since risen to 397 and it will probably continue to
rise for the following reasons i-

(a) The Rent Act, 1957, has so increased the rents of
privately owvned properties that Counclil houses
are now a better proposition -~ a better housz
with modern amenities at a rent which is generally
lower than a comparable house privately owned.

Tenants who were prepared to endure low rented
houses in poor repair and lacking in amenities
have had to meet heavy rent increases and are
seeking better wvalue for their moneye.

Many tenants of priwvately owned houses have
rececived notice to quit and feel insecure even
though some owners are disinclined to enforce
eviection by taking Court proceedings. These
tenants place their names on the Council's housing
registere

(b) The construction of flats at Pier Avenue, etc.,
has stimulated a flow of new applicants from many
elderly people who have not previously considered
applying for Council accommodation. Many of these
are having to pay higher rent increases than they
can afford, and others are finding 1t difficult
to live in large houses they cannot maintaine

The following table shows the position of the housing
register since 1950 :

Dece?ber 1950 6.5 appliﬁants.
1

1951 o 495
" 1652 - 512 1
Y 1.95% = 0% i
i 1954 - 36 "
U 1955 = LT "
" 1956 = 260 "
o 1957 = 305 5
i 1958 = 355 !
" 1959 s 397 g




HOUSES GIVEN UP BY THEIR TENANTS.

It will be noted under a previous paragraph that 14
tenancies were given up during 1959. This is a reduction on
the number of houses given up in 1958. It is now more
difficult to obtaln well paid employment in other parts of
the country and that is having its effect; together with the
Rent Act, 1957, in discouraging movement from Council housese

Houses given up in 1951 = Nil
] n i

1" " t l: 1952 i 6
1] " H n igga : lg
1t it it " 1955 w5 25
1" n " " 1956 i 21
I " i il 195? = 20
" " 1 1" 1958 — 21
1 1" n 1t 1959 Tl m

FUTURE HOUSING POLICY.

In November a special meeting of the Public Hecalth and
Housing Committee was held to consider future housing policy.
1t wae decided to continue with the building of flats and to
use the building quota for 1960 for construction of flats wi th
one and two bedrooms, mainly for the rehousing of tenants of
under-occupied Council houses to release them for young
applicants with childrene.

In July, 1958, it was decided to purchase a large house
for conversion to 6 - 2 room flats for old pecplee This
oceurred after a visit to Brighton where similar conversione
were inspected by the Chairman and members of the Public Health
and Housing Committece.

In 1959 there was an appeal by a few local residentis
agelnst the propused use of the house and a local enguiry was
held by the Ministry of Housing and Local Govermmente. The
appeal was dismissed.

Housing policy is still determined centrally to a large
extent, and loeal authorities are not free to build as many
houses as they wish. Quntas, introduced as an anti-inflationary
I asure, have not been lifted. The building quota for 1960
is8 42 units which have to suffice for all purposes =— general
need and rehousing tenants from unfit houses. The quota
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includus ten units which have been allocated specially for

key workers to aid the establishment of new industries. 1t
has been decided to build one and two bedroom flats mostly

at the Sea Street Estate; and the remainder at Canterbury Road.
Each year the Council reviews its housing policy«. It was
declded to continue for a further year the policy of building
o more housese

The policy of the Government upon housing subsidies was
revised in 1957. No subsidies are now payable in respect uf
houses built for "general purprses", namely, for applicants
upen the waiting liste. Houses built to accommodate tenants
from unfit hcouses closed cor demolished under the Housing Act,
qualify for a subsidy of £22. l. 0d per annum for 60 years, and
single bedroom flats qualify for a subsidy of £10. O« Od per
annum for the same period.

This discourages the building of houses by Councils
except for housing persons to be displaced from unfit housess

High building costs, high rates of interest, and
discontinuance of subsidies are still a considerable financial
deterrent to the building of houses for general purposete At
Herne Bay housing for general needs is now dependant largely
upon termination of existing tenanciess

PENT ACT, 1957«

This Act, which has raised much controversy, came into
operation on 6th July, 1957. Briefly, it decontrols certain
houses and allows the rents of others to be increased, subject
t0o reasonable repaire.

A tenant can serve upon the landlord a notice setting
out particulars of the repairs considered necessary. After
a period of 6 weeks, if the landlord and tenant have not
agreed upon what is to be done, and no undertaking has been
given by the landlord, application can be made to the Council
for a "Certificate of Disrepair".

When such a certificate is granted the tenant can make
certain rent deductions until it is cancelled upon completion
of the necessary works. ZDuring 1957, fifteen applications
were made for Certificates of Disrepair, in 1958 there were
eleven, and in 1959 there was one applicatione. All of these
were grantede.
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Owners of eight houses made application for
cancellation of Certificates of Disrepair, and these were
granted. One objection by a tenant was disregarded because
it wae not valid« One house was repaired by an owner in
persuance of an underteking made under the Acte.

Repairs which a tenant considers necessary should be
agreed upon with the landlord. The Council is not concerned
unless application for a Certificate of Disrepair is made by
a tenant who has falled to reach agreement with his landlord.

An inspection is then made, and more often than not the
1ist of defectes prepared by the tenant is found to omit
important items of disrepair.

The Act makes another important change in the law
relating to landlord and tenant. It abolishes one week's
notice to gquit and substitutes a minimum of four weeks. This
longer notice applies to Council houses and to furnished
lettings. It applies whether the notice is served by the
landlord or the tenant.

MILK.

The number of dairies and distributors operating in
the Urban District at the end of the year was as follows:-

Registered under the Milk and Dairies

Regulations 1949.

Distributors - 10
Retail Dairies - 31

In addition, there aroc 42 general shops from which small
guantities of bottled milk is sold. The number of registered
dairies is reduced to three because other milk distributors
now receive milk already bottled at registered premlses.

The Bale of bottled milk at general shops is on the
inerease and, as a measure of protection, traders are
encouraged to keep the milk in a refrigerator or in a cool
place. Any milk unsold on the day of delivery is collected

by the supplier.

Much of the milk sold at Herne Bay - particularly
during the summer months - is derived from sources outside

the towne



Examination of Samplese.

The following samples of milk were collected and
submitted to the Public Health Laboratory at Maidstone, fer

examnination @

No. of Satisfied Failed
Grade of Milk samples the the
takene test. test.
Tuberculin Tested.
(Raw Milk) 38 3l N
Pasteurised Milk. i
Methylene Blue
test. 28 28 =
Phosphatase test 28 28 -

Note ¢ Samples of Tuberculin tested milk are taken on
arrival at retailers' premises in series of three
consecutive samples from each producers

If more than one sample fails in a series, a report
is obtained from the Provinelal Milk Officer, of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

Keepin nality of Milks.

Local dairies and milk distributors' premises are
equipped with refrigerators which help to preserve the keeping

quality of milk until sent out on She rounds for delivery
to consumerse

ANNUAL LICENCES TO RETAIL MILK UNDER SPECIAL DESIGNATION.

The following licences were granted to milk distributors
during 1959 @




IType of Licence @

Dealer's Licence to sell
"Tuberculin Tested" milk seee 20
Eupplemﬁntal‘y Licence R 1

Dealer's Licence to sell
"Pasteurised" milk sesvsseess 4O
Supplementary Licence ceeceee 1

Dealer's Licence to sell
"S_‘I:.erilised” 11110 3 5 | e S PR 29

PASTEURISATION FLANT.

There 18 a small pasteurising plant in the Urban District.
It 18 licensed by the Kent County Counecil, which is the Food
and Drugs Authority. This plant, formerly the "Holder method",
wae replaced by the more modern High Temperature Short Time
Pasteurising Plant in 1958.

THE MILK (SPLCIAL DESIGNATIONS) (SPECIFIED AREAS) (NO. 2)
ORDER, 19554

This Order came into force on 6th December, 1955, and
applies to an area which includes Herne Bay. The Order has
the effect of restricting the sale of milk to that which is
pasteuriesed, sterilised, or tuberculin tested.

More than 90% of the population of England and Wales now
live in specified areas within which only the sbove specially
designated "safe" milk may be sold by rctail.

I haye mentioned this in previous annual reports but 1t
ie worth repeating because it is extremely important.

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

Meat Inspection and Slaughter Arrangements.

At the outbreak of war there were four licensed slaughter-
houses in use at Herne Bay. By the end of 1956 there remained
only one licensed slaughterhouse, and it had not been used
Bl e 1939.




That remaining licence was allowed to lapse at the end
of 1959, when the ownership of the premises changed. The new
owner 1lntimated that he was not prepared to carry out the
extensive alterations and improvements which would be necessarys

I have explained in previous annual reports the many
phazes which have led up to the present position. It is
sufficient now to record that the Council was much concerned
in the early pcst war period about the four rather poor
licensed slaughterhouses at Herne Bay, and about the whole
question of the slaughtering needs of the district.

Meetings took place with loeal butchers, and others
were convened by the Canterbury City Council, at which Herne
Bay and many other local authorities in East Kent were
representede.

It is now established that the slaughtering needs of the
district are adequately met by the Abattoir at Canterbury. This
is a modern Abattoir operating on the "line systcm" which was
one of five experimental abattoirs construcsted by the Ministry
of Food during the war.

To sum up - the licences of four unsatisfasctory slaughter=
houses at Herne Bay have been allowed to lapse over a pericd of
yvears, with ro hardship or inconvenience to their owners, and
no payment of compensation by the Council.

Meat transport.

The transport of meat is controlled by legislation and
meat vans are inspected from time to time when seen unloading
in the towne Revpresentations have been made which have
secured improvements in transport and handling of meat.

The very latest type of wholesale meat delivery van has
been introduced by the Fat Stock Marketing Corporatiome This
van, as well as being insulated and lined with metal, 18 .
provided with much improved loading and un-loading arrangementse
These operations can be carried out without the need for the
carrier to enter the van. This avoids the risk of contaminatio
of the wvan by unclean footwear.
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UNSQUIND FOOD.

During the year 1,045 1lbs of food of all kinds was found
to be unfit for human consumption and was surrendered by
various traders. Although carcases and organs of animals are
inspected at the Abattoir after slaughter, conditions are
oceacionally met with at butchers shcps which could not be
detected at time of slaughter. I refer to such conditions
a8 deep-seated bruising, bone taint, abscesses, advanced fatty
change etes, which are dealt with by your own inspectors, both
of whom are qualified inspectore of meat and other foodse. The
above figure of unsound food includes 211 lbs of home kllled
and imported meat and offal. The carease and nffal of ene pig
wae inspected after emergency slaughter and passed as fit for
human frode.

Condemned food is disposed of by burial.

THE FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 1955.

In previcus annual reports I have outlined the action
taken since these important Regulations came into operation
on 1st January, 1956. All food premises were inspected in
1956, and they have since been revisited, to secure compliiance
with legal requirements.

Premises and equipment have generally been brought up
to the required standard, indeed many have exceeded the minimum
legal standards imposed by tl.e Regulationse

During 1959 the following were required at food premises
inspected :-

Insanitary food preparing room - use

B I nE ] ssssiasssasavsesssssssssusn e
Binks provided seesssesssresocaercnnsanncnns
Hot water provided over sink and wash

ha.nd basin B R EEEE RN B I R I B
Wash hand basins with hot water provided ...
Store provided for outdoor clothing escsecss
w&lls etc. Cleansed ssesssestsssssrssnscnsee
FlﬂUI‘E I‘epaired Se s s R g i Bdddd e EsE AR E AR R ERARS
WEtEI‘ ﬂlﬂEE‘bE prﬂVidﬂd TR R R T T e
Water closets disconnected from food

Preparatiﬂn TOOTIS s s s assecsmsnsdsnsssossocsns

H O EFHROFOW N



Drainage system provided and connected

to the EEWED ssntts:sasnnmsnsssosssbhstnsdn 1
Drainage system provided and connected

to a GESEPDUI L R O N I O O

Offences dealt withe

SmGking whilet handling food asssssssscns
FQTEign natier in food ecssccsssessssssen
Contamination of food equipment secesssas

Hi

The foreign matter in food consisted of oil in bread
which had seeped frrm machinery, and a brass weight in a tin
of minced Beef loaf.

Food Hygienc - Codes of Practices

The Minister of Health, jointly with the Minister of
Agrirmrulture, Fisheries and Food, has prepared codes of practice
relating to hyglene in the retail meat trade, and the hygienie
transrort and handling of meats It is hoped that these
extremcly useful codes of practice will be generally fcllowed
throughout the tradee.

Hygiene by common congfent is more likely to succeed than
hygiene imposed by legislation, although it has to be avallable
in the last resort for those who will not respond to persuasions

Food Hygiene - Educatione.

A series of lectures concerning the preparation and
handling of food was held at Canterbury Technical College
during the autumne. Local food traders and their employees were
notified and encouraged to attend.

Premises at which ice cream is manufactured or sold are
sub ject to control by the Food and Drugs Act. The manufacture
and sale of ice cream is also controlled by the Ice Cream
(Heat Treatment) Regulations, and the Food Hygiene Regulationss

At the end of 1959 a total of 106 premises were

registered for the sale of lce cream, and two for the
manufacture and sale of ice cream. Locally, one trader only
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nmanufactures ice cream, and he uses the "hot—-mix" me thod.
During the year eight new registrations were approved for
the sale of wrapped ice cream. Oreapplication for sale of
ice cream at a petrol filling station was refused.

In sddition to the above, ice cream is sold at 48 cafes,
Inns, and restaurants, vhich do not require to be registered
under the Food and Drugs Acte.

"Lollipops" are manufactured at two premises, but these
do not reguire to be registered for that purpose. It is now
the ponlicy to encourage traders selling wrapped ice cream to
provide litter receptacles upon their premlises. This helps
considerably in keeping wrappers off the pavements outside
ice cream premiscse.

Examinatlon of Samples.

17 samples were submitted for pathological examination
during the year, with the following results :

L
Noe. of T_Classificatinn
bamples. in Grades.
12 Grade ]t
5 it 13
2 i i 5959 R
Nil 0 1V :

It is pleasing to note that none of the samples were
eclassified Grade 1V, and there were two only classified
Grade 1l11.

Fourteen samples were also submitted for chemical
analysis and were shown to have very good compositional
quality - superior in all cases to the minimum compositional
standard now required by law. Results of samples taken over
the years give confidence that good quality ice cream 18
produced and sold to the public under satisfactory conditlons
of cleanliness.



The Food Standards (Ice Cream) Order, 1953, prescribes
a legal minimum standard of fat hs4, milk solids other than
fat 7% and sugar 10%.

Cream.

Following complaints of early souring of cream, samples
were submitted for pathological examination with results which
were not satisfactorye. The cream was manufactured at another
East Kent town, and co-operation of the Health Department of
that town revealed weakness in the system of delivery which
has since been rectified.

REGISTERED FOOD PREMISES AND OTHERS.

In addition to the registered dairies and ice creanm
premisecs already referred to, the following food premises are
reglistered under the Food and Drugs Act.

Premises for preparation and
manufacture of sausages or

potted, pressed, pickled or
preserved food intended for

S8l sssasassssennsasssenseansn 30

Fried fish Ehﬂpﬂ R R N I I e 5

Food premises which are not at present required to be
reglistered under the Food and Drugs Act, include cafes,

restaurants, bakehouses, confectionery, groceries and
provisions, fruit, vegetables, wet fish, etc., of which there

are 256

A total of L4OL4 vieits were made to food premises of all
kinds during 1959.

PET ANTMALS ACT.

This Act came into operation upon the lst April, 1952.
It prohibits the keeping of a pet shop, except under the
authurity of a licence granted by the Council.
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In deciding whether to grant a licence, the Council
must have regard to the need for securing that there will be
provided @

(a) accommodation suitable as regards size,
temperature, lighting and ventilation;

(b) adequate supply of suitable food and drink;

(e¢) that all reasonable precautions will he taken
in case ¢f fire and other emergency, and that
animals will not be sold at too early an age.

Licences designed to secure compliance with the above
and other oonditions, have been granted by the Council

permitting the keeping of pet animal shops at three premises
in the Urban Distriet, viz :

157 High Streete.
14y Mortimer Street.
174 Mortimer Streete.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOODS) ORDER, 1957

In August of 1957 the administration of the above
Order was delegated by the Kent County Council to the Herne
Bay Urban District Council.

The Order requires the licensing of plant to ensure
the efficient boiling of waste foods intended to be used for
feedlng pigs and poultry.

Mr. Hill of Briary Farm, Greenhill, is the only local
pig and poultry keeper who operates within the scope of the
Order. He has a licence to operate plant at his premises.

PETROLEUM .

There are 38 Petroleum-Spirit stores at Herne Bay, which
have to be licensed annually under the Petroleum (Consolidation)
Act, 1928. Fees amounting to £29. 10. 04 were received 1in
December for the renewal of annual licences. The number
includes three new stores licensed in 1952 for the first tlme.



The Public Health Inspector is responsible, as
Petroleum Officer, for supervising new petroleum storage
installations including the testing cof tanks. He is also
responsible for ensuring compliance with annual licensing
conditionse.

Important new Regulations came intn operation on 18t
Julys 1957 These are *ntended to ensure that all possible
safety precautions are taken at petroleum-spirit stores when
delivery is made from a tank wagon to a storage tank upon the
Premlsess

A model ende has been prepared; for the guidance of
local authorities, in the licensing of petroleum-spirit stores.
Its preparation followed & recommendation made in a report
upon the explosirn at Bristol.

It is suggested in the Model Code that Licensing
Authorities should require underground tanks to be tested
after they have been installed 20 years, and at regular
intervals thereafter. This recommendation is carried out,
for my records indicate the age of most tanks.

Additional petrol storage capacity was provided at four
garages as follows :~-

600 gallon tank.

1,000 " "

2 X 1,000 gallon tankse
2,000 gallon tanke

e

At other garages new electric pumps have been installed,
flame proofed, as required in the Regulations, and equipped
with limiting devices.

There are now very few commeraial petrol filling
stations at Herne Bay which have not been equipped with modern
pumps. These are obligatory by 1960,

Y
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