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Ts the Chairman and Members of the Public Health and Housing
Commiltee of the Hereford County Council.

Centlemen,
[ have the honour to submit to you my Seventh Annual Report on the
iHealth and Sanitary Administration of the Adminisirative County and | have

wrpt it within the narrowest limits.

| regret that its issue is somewhat later than usual, but this has been
{ound to be unavoidable owing to the disorganisation of offical work arising out
o t=e national erisis.

The mortality and other statistics of the Administrative County for the
~ast year are, on the whole, satislactory.

The birth-rate, | regret to say, is the lowest on record, being /8.9 per 1000
—wreons living. This figure is 3.3 per 1000 less than that for Rural England and
‘% ales. and 2.1 per 1000 lower than that of last year.

The crude death-rate of the County is /3.5 per /000 living. This figure
w | per 1000 higher than that for Rural England and Wales, but .2 per 1000 less
;=an the County rate of last year.

The standardized death-rate, which is more accurate for comparison, is
{107 per 1000 living ; this is 1.3 lower than that for Rural England and Wales.

The infantile mortality rate is 73 per 1000 births against 75 for last year.

The death-rate from Tubercular Diseases shews fluctuations from year to
year, but is gradually declining, and this year's rate is the lowest in our records.

The Cancer death-rate is the same as that of last year.

The treatment of Consumption, so far as it has been established, is fully
! wcuased in the Report. The work of the period under consideratjon has been
o !cersely alfected iy changes in the staff, and at the end of the year by the
A ar

It is of the greatest importance that the County Council should complete
=t wheme at the earliest possible moment. This is imperative if good results
e o be ::pi:ch:d,

¢ The County and City Laboratory is doing excellent service and is largely
tshen advantage of by the Sanitary Authorities of the County.

The Housing Acts are being enforced, but many houses remain unin-
“alstable in most districts. Owing to the present position of the Country,
Smemng work is, of course, largely abandoned.

5 Mothing, | am convinced, has a more detrimental effect upon the health
¥ the community than inadequate housing and overcrowding.

The Notification of Births (Extension) Act now in force wakes notfice-
“ compulsory in all County Districts. The administration of this Act should

= & question for careful consideration between the County Council and the
~terrct Authorities.

> | desire to take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to the
~wae:ttee for their courtesy and support during the year.

I am greatly indebted to the District Medical Officers of Health for their
*eren. and my thanks are due to the Tuberculosis Officer for his constant
“=em=ration, and to the Assistant Medical Officer of Health and Staff for their

TR sETYICE.
| have the honour to ke
Your obedient Servant,
D. DRYBURGH GOLD.

:"I"I-" L"I.

"‘“’*f. ,gltj.,
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COUNTY OF HEREFORD.

Public Health and Housing Committee of the County Couneyl,

Mr. G. CressweLL, Chairman,

Mr. Javes CorNeER (Chairman of Mr. M. 8. DExNT.
County Council). Major E. M. Dowwe,
Mr. H. F. RusseLt (Vice-Chairman Mr. J. Farr.
of County Council). Mr. R. Fagrr.
Mr. H. J. BALEY. Mr. H. K. FosTeER.
Mr. F. BALLARD. Mr. J. GODSELL.
Mr. F. J. BErrY. Mr. E. H. Hoprrvs.
Mr. W. T. BARNERY. Mr. E. W. LascrorD.
Mr. E. F. BULMER. Mr. H. LaxaGFORD,
Sir Joux CoTTERELL, Bart. Mr. T. LEwis.
Mr. E. A. CaPEL. Mr. J. T. LuvTLEY.
Bir ARcHER CrorT, Bart. Mr. T. A. MAaTTHEWS.
Mr. J. C. DaviIEs. Mr. STEWART RoBrxsox,
Mr. W. J. DaviEs. Mr. H. J. SouTHALL,
Mr. 8. H. DeARTY, Mr. H.  WALEER,

The Midwives Act Committee.
Mr. G. CreEsaweLL, Chairman.

Mr. JaxEes CorvER (Chairman Misa P. A. BLAKE.
of County Council). Dr. ParL CrHAPMAN,

Sir ArcHER CroPT, Bart. Dr. E. F. MoRrgris.

Mrs. W, H. BarNEEY. Mr. H. WALKER,

District Medical Officers of Health.

Name. [rban Districts.

HerperT Jowes, L.R.C.8.1., D.P.H., Scuthkbank Road,

Hereford A o Bromyard.
Jomw W. Mirer, M.D., D.P.H, L;.'nwnud C‘ant:]upa

Street, Hereford 5 Hereford City.
Ricrarp Harpmie, L.R.C.P., L.F. P 3 The Laumla ‘\uw

Radnor 2 e e 4 Kington.
J. McKeax Hamx:su*r M.B., B.Ch., Gloucester Euuse,

Ledbury . s - .. Ledbury.
RosErT Wrinniams, M.B., C. 1[ Tl:m Cn:ua.se House Kings-

land at .« Leominster.

A, J. Cmnﬁu-, \IRCS LRCP Chapstnw Hnuse,

C LY = m
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District Medical Ct===rs of Health—con’

Name. Rural Districts.
Taoxas E. HINCES, M.B., Ch.B., Ermmd Street, Hay .. Bredwardine.
jirznzzt Jowes, L.R.CB.L, D.P.E. o e .. Bromyard.
Ditto ditto - - aa .« Dore.

_ Ditto ditto .. an -«"* .. Hereford.
BirHARD HARDING, LRC.P., LFE< g T 2 El]:lgton.
iir2axat Joves, LR.CA.L, D.P.E - e« *  «« Ladbury.

Dhtta ditto - . o .« Leominster.
1. J. Caxrserr, M.R.CS., L.R.C.E =4 — .. Ross.
$enarer Joves, LR.CB.I, D.P.E = == .+ Weobley.
[sovo G. Saxara, M.D., Oak House. Mommouth .- Whitchurch
W, B. Daszorr, M.D., M.R.C.5., Lacocwardine .. .« Wigmore.

Assistant County M=Z_=3l Officer of Health.
PerER Lowe, ML £ _ B.Se., M.B., D.P.H.

Clinical Tuber-zlosls Officer.
M. T. Morcaxw. ¥.B., Ch.BE., D.P.H.

Inspector of MidwiT=s, and Superintendent.
Miss A. Bopew, Churck Zosd Cottages, Tupsley, Hereford.

Assistant STosrintendents.

Miss NEssBITT. Miza MATHIESON.
Clerk—3¥= 7.. A NIicHOLLS.

Counzy Staff.

In Septernber, 1014, Dr. Sandiliend, the Clinical Tuberculosis Officer,
“itairesl a commission in the R.A XN.T., and Dr. Morgan, his successor, also
el the RAMC. in July, 19L%

Vir. L. A. Nicholls, clerk in the Tmpartment, joined His Majesty's Forces
& e outbreak of war and is atill sarving. .

. Distriet Medicz. D*ficers of Health.

Dr. Jones, of the Combined Ciugzricts, Dr. Harrison, Ledbury Urban,
::' (ampbell, Ross Urban and Ramil and Dr. Whelan, Wigmore Rural, are
&4 wrang in RLADMLC.
. Ur. Whelan resigned his post s Jedical Officer of Health to the Wigmore
“aral District early in 1915, and [uue been succeeded by Dr. Darroll.
. Armangements were made in ul cases to carry on the work of these
~em temporarily.
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DATES oN WHICH THE ANNUTAL REPoRTS WERE RECEIVED For YEAR 1014.

UrBax,
Bromyard .. . i 25 s .. July 29th, 1914
Hereford City ‘e s 40 o -+  May 4th, =
Kington .. s s - . .- June 30th, ,,
Ledbury .. s ok = Al .. * Sept. 6th, b
Leominster £s B o byt .» April 15th,
Ross o o il . Ly .o Juns 24th. .
RURAL. - %
Bredwardine s i i T «» Sept. 14th, ,,
Bromyard
Dare
Hereford Combined - = .. July 20th, ,,
Ledbury Districts.
Leominster b
Weobley
Kington .. r e 2 s .. June 30th, ,,
Ross Fir o p- C2 e -+« August 20th, ,,
Whitchurch e R A i «o Juns 21at, ,,
Wigmore .. - = ot N .. May 10th, ,,

-

In a ““General Order” dated July 2gth, 1910, in which the
duties of all County Medical Officers of Health were defined, the
following Sections must be adhered to in the preparation of their
Report .(—

(7) The Medical Officer of Health of the County shall as soon as practicable
after the 31st day of December in each year make an Annual Report
to the County Council up to the end of December on the sanitary
circumstances, the sanitary administration and the vital statistics

of the County.

In addition to any other matters upon which the Medical Officer
of Health may consider it desirable to report, his Annual Report
shall contain the following sections :—

{a) A digest of all annual and special reports made by the DMedical
Officers of Health of all County districts within the County ;

(b) & section as to the isolation hospital accommodation available’
for each County district and as to the steps which should be
taken to remedy any deficiencies which may exist ;






PART I
AREA AND POPULATION.

AREA.—The Administrative County of Hereford has an area
of 538,924 statute acres (land and inland water) according to the
Census of 1911, of which 15,864 is Urban and 523,060 Rural.

There are in the County six Urban districts, two of which
are municipal boroughs, viz., Hereford City and the Borough of
Leominster, and eleven Rural districts. There is no County
Borough within the area.

POPULATION.—According to the Census of 1grr the popu-
lation of the Administrative County was 1r4,269, made up of
55,168 males and 59,101 females. The following table shows
the population at the Census of 1901 and I9II :—

I90L. 1911
Census. Census.
Administrative County ......... TI4, 125 ... 314,260
Elthan THSLEICLS ... ... cceiramssnsss 38,585 ... 30867
RBoral THstTicEs  ciicwesriisiiis 75:540 ... 74,402

During the intercensal period therefore, between 1gor and I9II,
there was in the whole County an increase of I44 or .I per cent.
In the Urban districts there was an increase of 1,282, whereas
in the Rural districts there was a decrease of 1,138. .

In arriving at the population at any stated time during the
intercensal period, calculations are usually based on the supposi-
tion that the rate of increase or decrease during the previous
intercensal period has been maintained, and it is on this supposi-
tion presumably that most of the District Medical Officers have
made their returns for the past year.

The following table gives the populations of all the districts
at the Census of 1911, and as estimated by the District Medical
Officers to mid-year 1914.



URBAN DISTRICTS.

Poputation | Population Population

Census Census | Estimaied
IgoI. IQII. , 1914
Bromyard. .. ¥ 1,663 1,703 l 1,716
Hereford City (M.B.) 21,382 22,568 | 22,981
Kington .. .o 1,044 1819 . L7790
Ledbury 3 s 3:239 3,358 3389
Leominster (M.B.).. 5,826 5.737 5.708
Ross . *4,511 4,682 - 4737
38.585 39,807 40,3I0

RURAL DISTRICTS.

Population| Population] Po pulation

Census Census l' Estimated
1goI. TQII. J IgI4.
Bredwardine 2,004 i 1.995 [ 1,063
Bromyard 8,244 | 7:031 | 7.830
Dore 6,742 | 6.491 6,410
Hereford 13,27t | 13,507 13,704
Kington 5,234 4,996 4,014
Ledbury 9.068 | 9,059 | 9.0s6
Leominster . . 7,911 | 7,915 7:915
Ross 10,313 | 10,421 10,455
Weobley 6,951 | 6,699 6,624
Whitchurch , . o 1550 | 1,526 1,520
Wigmore 4,142 i 3,772 3.661
Kk | 75.540 | 74,402 | . 74,052

* Figure relative to new area formed in 1906.
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TOTAL ESTIMATED POPULATION, 1914 (MIDSUMMER),
as relurned by the District Medical Officers.

Increase | Decrease
Estimated | on Census | on Census
Population| Population| Population
I9I4. of 1911. | of I9II.
Urban Districts 40,310 443 —_
Rural Districts 74,052 == 350
Total Estimated Population of
Administrative County .. 114.362 93 =

These returns, it will be seen, make out an Urban increase
over the last census population of 443, and a decrease in the
Rural population to the extent of 350, giving an increase since
the 1911 Census of g3 on the whole Administrative County.

I have estimated the population for each district, and it appears
that only in one district, viz.,, Wigmore, has the District Medical
Officer made an over estimate. >

Strictly, it is usual to make the calculations on the
assumption that the increase or decrease which has occurred
during the previous intercensal period is being maintained.

On this basis I have calculated the populations for each
district to Midsummer, 1914, which will be found in Table B at
end of Report. Summarised it is as follows, and it differs little

from the returns of the District Medical Officers :—
Popula-
tion |Increase| Decrease
Est:- on on
Popula- |mated to| Census | Census
tion Mid- | Popula-| Popula-
Census | summer | tion of | tion of
IgQIL. I9x4. | Iorr. | ToIL
Urban Districts ‘39,867 40,311 | 444 =
Rural Districts - 74,402 | 74,043 | — 359
Total Population Adminis-
trative County .. 114,269 | 114,354 8s =
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BIRTH-RATE.

The total number of births registercd in the County during
1914, after due correction, was 2,156 against 2,404 in 1913:. Of
this .number 768 occurred in the Urban districts and 1,388 in the
Rural districts. The following tables give the birth-rates per

1,000 population :—

SeG. ¢ No. of
Births | Birth-ratz | Birth-rate
1914 I9I4- IQI3.
Urban Districts.
1. Bromvard .. a: A 27 {8 18.0
2. Hereford City b e 440 19-1 22.4
3. Kington Ie & i 34 . 10.1 17.3
4. Ledbury -] 57 16.8 | 239
5. Leominster .. e e 122 21.4 21.6
6. Ross .. o5 o ! 88 18.6 19.2
Rural Districts.
1. Bredwardine A 5 37 188 | 15-2
2. Bromyard .. e e 162 20.6 21.1
3o Dot , ol uint o kel 133 20.7 214
4. Hereford .. o e 225 16.4 20.6
5. Kington .. s ‘- 10T 20.6 18.6
6. Ledbury .. = T 161 17.8 22.3
7. Leominster .. 5 & 156 19.7 18.7
8. Ross .. 3 o 3 175 16.7 192
9 Weobley .. > 2 133 20.1 22.8
10. Whitchurch s o 31 20.4 243
1. Wigmore .. £ - 74 20-3 22.%

[
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BIRTH-RATES OF URBAN AND RURAL DISTRICTS AND
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY.

(Per 1,000 persons living.)

I0I4- | 1913

Urban Districts ., e - e I19.I 21.7

Rural Districts .. . e A g 18.7 20.6
y b

Administrative County o o 18.9 21.0

England and Wales (‘e the 343) B 222 | 223

England and Wales L = | 238 .l 2309

The birth-rate for 1914 shows a serious dECIi.L:lE.

The rate for the Administrative County after due correction
is 2.1 per 1,000 lower than last year.

The Urban district having the highest birth-rate is Leominster,
with 21.4, and Bromyard has the lowest rate—15.7. In the Rural
districts, Dore shows the highest birth-rate with 20.7, and Hereford
the lowest with 16.4. Little importance, however, need be
attached to yearly variations in small districts. The aggregate
rate is of more importance.

As pointed out by the Registrar-General in his 7oth Annual
Report, the crude birth-rate, i.e.,, the proportion of registered
births to the total population of all ages, is not adapted to com-
parative purposes, because of the differences in sex and age con--
stitution of the different populations, nor for comparisons extending
over a series of years, because of the changing constitution of the
population in regard to sex, age, and condition as to marriage.
It is preferable, therefore, to measure the birth-rate not only by
ascertaining the proportion of registered births to the total popula-
tion, but also to the number of possible mothers.

I have worked out the figures for Urban and Rural districts.
and also for the Administrative County.

Considering (1) birth-rate based on the number of legitimate
births to the married female population between the ages of I35
‘and 45, we get per I,000:—



Hate
per 1000

sEEEEEEEEEE
280 =
27-0 ;
260 T2 18 —ﬂ\.\l:- =
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zznf\'“"!- - ‘h‘"‘"—_
ZI'U‘E \E\.‘—t‘*_‘-‘“k‘___r"’ E
2007 f 3
e E
80 5
707 :
' |s-ﬂf
150 =

persons
living

280
270
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200
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(1) LEGITIMATE BIRTH-RATE.

% 1914. 1913.
Urban Districts  cce was wee eee 174.5 219.2
Rural Districts 1g0.8 210.2
Administrative County ... ... ... 184.7 213.4
Fneland and Wales (1g09-11) ... 202.5 —

(:) Birth-rate based on the number of illegitimate births to

. unmarried and widowed female population between the ages of
There were 144 illegitimate births in the county (54 in the

o+ and go in the Rural districts) in 1914, against 147 in 1913,

w4 the illegitimate birth-rate on the same basis per 1,000 is :—
(2) ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH-RATE. '
I914. 1913.
Urban Distnicts e - 9. I 0.1
- Rural Districts e e 10.0 9.8
Administrative County ot 9.6 9.9
England and Wales (1909-11)| 2.8 —

The birth-rate of the County, which showed a gradual decline to the
waz 1611, increased slightly during 1912 and 1913. That for 1914 is, how-
: the lowest yet recorded, and must be looked upon with considerable

n L

!t 5 be hoped that it is not permanent, for the birth-rate of a nation
* farge extent, an index of its virility.

R T mﬂuct.iunkqn this subject shows the urgent necessity for taking
“ wiase of the provisions of the Notification of Births Act in attempting
pfuve the ante-natal conditions of expectant mothers.

DEATH-RATE.

¢ number of deaths which occurred in the County during
“»i4 after due correction for residents and non-residents, was
F.523 Of these, 508 occurred in the Urban districts and g4 in

© #umal districts. The following table shows how these deaths

“:stributed and the rates per 1,000 persons living :—

e
L
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No. of Death- Death.

Deaths rate rale
1914 I914- | IQI3.
Urban Districts.
1. Bromyard .. e LS 41 23.9 1 15.1
" 2. Hereford City i . 349 15.2 | 124
3. Kington .. = ¥ 21 5ok N e A
4- Ledhbury - ... - 38 1I.2 14.2
5. Leominster .. 2 3 84 I4-7 9.0
6. Ross .. o o 65 13-7 12.7
Rural Districts.

I. Bredwardine - i 25 12.7 14.6
2. Bromyard .. ' 3 10T 12.9 | I3.2
3. Dore S i e 05 48 | 135
4. Hereford .. s it 140 O R
s. Kington - .. oin o 67 13.6 144
6. Ledbury .. = T 132 14.6 13-4
7. Leominster .. o i 10T 12.8 13.8
8. Ross " o = 116 I1.I 135
9. Weobley .. - 25 97 14.6 17-7
1o. Whitchurch s 2 27 17.8 15.3
1. Wigmore .. 3 o 40 II.0 15-4

CRUDE DEATH-RATES OF URBAN AND RURAL DISTRICTS AND
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY.

(Per 1,000 persons living.)

; 1914- I9I3.
Urban Districts 5 2 14.8 125
Rural Districts .. 5 £ 125 I4-4
Administrative County 3 135 13-7
England and Wales (15 the 242 13-4 13-I
England and Wales = i 14-0 TE g

1

In the Urban districts the highest death-rate (23.9) is recordet
in Bromyard, and the lowest (11.2) in Ledbury. Leominster had
the lowest death:rate in 1913.

In the Rural districts the highest death-rate (17.8) is found

in Whitchurch, and the lowest (Io.2) in Hereford.
These figures represent the crude death-rates.
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STANDARDIZED DEATH-RATES.

The Standardized Death-rates (formerly called the Corrected Death-
cstes) are the rates which would have been recorded had the sex and age
T titution of the populations of the several areas been identical with that
Tﬁ;ngland and Wales as enumerated in 1901. _

The Standardized Death-rates, therefore, represent the Crude Death-
rates multiplied by the res?e:nm: Standardizing Factor in order to make
correction for differences of sex and age counstitution of the several popu-
tations in 1911 as compared with that of England and Wales in 1901.

Dr. Stevenson of the General Register Office has kindly supplied the
!.l-_'! TS,

Below, the standardized death-rates are given and compared
«w'th the crude death-rates:—

Crude Standard- | Standardized
Death- izing Death-
rate, 1914. Factor, rafe, IQ14.
U';Ean Districts.
Bromyard .. P 23.9 8537 20.40
Hereford City - 15.2 -go68 13.77
Kington 5 s 1.8 7783 9.19
Ledbury . .. e 11.2 -8307 9.31
Leominster .. % 14.7 8404 12.50
Ross .. o s 13.7 -8558 II.74
Rural Districts.

" Bredwardine b 12.7 .8212 10.41
Bromyard .. a7 12.9 7833 1I0.I0
Dore o - 14.8 -8095 12.00
Hereford A o 10.2 8143 ' 8.32
Kington e s 13.6 7712 10.51
Ledbury x i 14.6 -8473 I2.35
Leominster .. e 12.8 7792 9.94
e IS N IT.I .80g7 8.98
Weobley o o 14.6 7726 II.3I
Whitchurch .. i 17.8 -7938 ' 14.10
Wigmere . o0 2l I1.0 7936 8.69
Urban Districts a 14.8 .8701 12-91
fural Districts o 12.7 7997 10.16
‘dministrative County]  13.5 .8229 1I.07

I3 1914 the Standardized death-rate for England and Wales was

& +» less the 242 Towns
" ”» s»» 143 Smaller Towns
" »w 97 Great Towns, including London
London

L I —
e T G303 LD
e O e ]

o o s
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The Crude death-rate of the County for 1914 is .2 per 1,000
lower than that for 1913, and only slightly higher than that for
1910, the lowest on record in the available statistics.

It must be remembered that too much attention need not be
paid to fluctuations in the death-rates of small districts taken
separately. The County rate as a whole is the best indication of
the health of the community.

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The death-rate among infants under one year remains at a
satisfactory figure.

The infant mortality rate refers to the number of children
who die under one year, per 1,000 births. During the year there
were 77 deaths in the Urban and 82 in the Rural districts of
children under one year—in all 135g.

No. of Rate Rate
Deaths. 1914 1913.
Urban. :
I. Bromyard .. 3 i 3 III g6
2. Hereford City o . 47 106 81
3. Kington - < = 0 o 0
4. Ledbury .. ] - 4 70 49
5. Leominster .. o e 14 115 88
6. Ross .. i Q 102 21
Rural.

1. Bredwardine 1 27 100
2. Bromyard 16 99 3o
3. Dore .. - 53 29
4. Hereford 7 31 102
5. Kington L s . 5 50 119
6. Ledbury .. e e 14 87 04
7. Leominster .. 6 38 53
BHeoss = iicii & S 8 46 74
9. Weobley 10 75 III
10. Whitchurch 3 97 54
11. Wigmore 4 54 107
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INFANTILE MORTALITY RATES FOR URBAN AND RURAL
DISTRICTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY.

(Per 1,000 births.)

IQ14. I9I13.
Urban Districts 100 69
Burdl Dt et o o e e 58 79
Administrative County ... e e e 73 ! 75
England and Wales (** gqns 212 1 93 g6

The rate for the County as a whole is lower by 2 per 1,000
births than that for 1g913.

In England and Wales the rate in IQI4 was I03j per I,000
births.

In the g;# great towns it was IT4 per I,000 births. In the
145 smaller towns it was 104 per 1,000 births.

GENERAL REMARKS.

It will be noted that several districts have a higher rate than
last year, and vice versa.

In small areas an additional number of deaths in the newly-
born gives rise to considerable fluctuations in a calculated rate.

It is satisfactory to note that in one district for three years
in succession, viz.,, Kington Urban, no death occurred amongst
children under one year.

In the City of Hereford the Notification of Births Act is in
force,

The Medical Officer gives an exhaustive report of the good
work done by his Health Visitor. Attention has been paid to the
feeling of infants, and in this connection he remarks :—* The
majority of the infants (73 9,) were breast-fed. There can be
uo doubt that improper feeding was directly or indirectly the

cause of death in the majority of cases.”
B
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The Sanitary condition of the houses involved was found
to be satisfactory and an exhaustive enquiry in the City points
to there being no particular adverse influefice unduly aﬁecting
infant life, other than want of knowledge as to care in feeding,

In none of the other districts is any special mention made of
the mortality amongst infants. *

‘This 1s due, no doubt, ;ca the fact that the Notification of Births
Act has not been adopted.

Illegitimacy.

The mortality amongst illegitimate infants under one year.
is usually found to be higher than among other infants.

There were in the County during 1914, I44 illegitimate births,
with an infant mortality rate of 104 per.1,000 births, the corres-
ponding rate among legitimate children being 7I.

Notification of Births (Exfension) Act, 1915.

This Act is now compulsory in all Sanitary Districts in the
County, and came into force on September 1st, 1915.

I consider it very desirable that the provisions of the Act
should be energetically carried out for the County as a whole.
There is no doubt that there is a preventible mortality amongst
infants in the other Urban and also in the Rural areas, and it is
unquestioned that the method of rearing and tending infants in
the country parts leaves much to be desired.

The administrative duties arising out of the Act may be
carried out either by Sanitary Authorities or County Councils.

Considering that it is not likely to prove ecomomical of
practicable for small districts to appoint Health Visitors, I have
advised the Public Health Committee to adopt the Act for the
County outside the Hereford City. I pointed out that in toe¢
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District Nurses of the County Nursing Association lay ready at

kand the machinery, at a trifling cost, to carry it out.
The Commiftee have referred to a Sub-Committee the mn-
- sideration of the whole matter.

ZYMOTIC DEATH-RATE, Etec.

Bv the above term is meant the deaths from the Seven
Principal Zymotic Diseases, and the Table below gives the death
rates per 1,000 persons, and compares them with those of England

acd Wales, :

' 2 | Annual Death-
4 s o -
| = f = G Y | Par 1000 Births.
E a R = ? = g =1 8 Diarrhoea and
5= B2 - | =D ; Enteritia
ol H | an | Bo| 2 | AR (under % years).

- : i

CUrian Districta .. ﬂ.ﬂl‘.}l 0.223 Olf.nl] 0,149 0.030 0.02510.447) 11.72

Foural Districts ....| 0.00] 0. lhtﬂ 027 0.014 | 0.088 0.000}0.446 432
|

Admizistrative Co. | 0.00/0.166  0.C35| 0.061 0.061 0.009]0.446 6 96

Frarnd and Wales | 0.00 0.12 Iil'l.ﬂE {0.17 10.14 0.05 J0.65 12.64

4 the 242 towns) |

The death-rates from the principal Zymotic Diseases
for 14,14 are more favourable than last year and are all con-
silerably lower than the corresponding rates for Rural England

and Wales,

Lriartheea and Enteritis, which is, more than any of the other
Zvmaotic Diseases, an index of the health of the young in a com-
munity, shows a fairly low death-rate for the year.

Tke fizure for the Urban Districts is, however, much higher
than lzst year.

It is necessary to state that in the above table the death-rate
‘tom Diarrheea and Enteritis only takes into account those under
'®o vears of age, this limit having been adopted in the Report of
'he Fegistrar-General. This rate is calculated per 1,000 births,
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NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM THE PRINCIPAL ZYMOTIC DISEASES,

Urban Rural Admin.

- Districts | Districts | County
Small Pox 0 o 0
Measles 9 10 19
Scarlet Fever .. - 2 - 2 4
Whooping Cough 6 I 7
Diphtheria 2 5 =
Enteric Fever.. I 0 I

Diarthcea & Enteritis
(under 2 years) .. 9 6 15
Totals .. % 29 24 53
TUBERCULOSIS.

During the year I9I4, 108 deaths were directly attmbutable
to tuberculosis. Of this number 89 of the deaths were caused
by Pulmonary Tuberculosis (Phthisis), and 19 by other tubercular
diseases. '

Compared with 1913, therefore, there were 35 less deaths
from all forms of Tuberculosis and 22 less from Tuberculosis of
the Lungs (Phthisis).

PHTHISIS.

Tuberculosis of Lungs (Phthisis).—The number of deaths from
Phthisis in the Administrative County during 1914 was 8g, of
which 44 occurred in the Urban and 45 in the Rural districts. The .
rates per 1,000 persons for the separate districts are :(—



3 Rate per | Rate per
No. of 1,000 1,000
Deaths. 1914 1913-
Usrban Districts.
.1. Bromyard 2 & ¢ B 1.75
2. Hereford City 28 1-22 1.00
3. Kington 3 169 1.67
4. Ledbury 2 69 I.18
5. Leominster .. £ 4 70 69
6. Ross . X 5 1.06 42
Rural Districts.
t. Bredwardine I 51 1.01
2. Bromyard II I.40 76
3. Dore .. 5 78 1.08
4. Hereford 9 .66 65
5. Kington 2 41 1.61
6. Ledbury 4 .44 .55
7. Leominster .. 3 .38 .88
8. Ross .. 5 48 .05
9. Weobley 2 .30 1.95
10. Whitchurch I .66 63
11. Wigmore 2 .55 1.08

Calculated on the total number of deaths returned, the rates
for Urban and Rural areas and Administrative County are :(—

No. of | Rate per 1,000 |Rate per 1,00

' Deaths. persons, 1914. [persons, 1913.
Urban Districts 44 1.09 97
Rural Districts ., 45 61 97
Administrative County 8g -78 97

The Phthisis crude death-rate in England and Wales in 1913
Was I.004, and for Rural Districts (England and Wales) .742 per

1,000 living.

- The death-rate’ from Phthisis in England and Wales has con-
“derably declined during the past few years. The rate in the



22

Administrative County is lower than in 1913 by .I9 and in 1912
by .04 per 1,000 persons living. It is in fact the lowest rate yet
recorded. 3

If reference be made to the accompanying Chart which
shows the death-rates for the past 12 years, it will be seen there
is a gradual tendency towards a decline in the death-rates of both
Phthisis and all Tubercular Diseases.

OTHER FORMS OF TUBERCULOSIS.
During I19I4 there were 1g deaths (II in the Urban and 8§
in the Rural Districts), from other forms of tuberculosis, giving
.the following rates .—

** Qther Forms of

Total Tubercu-

losis Rate per |Tuberculosis” Rale

Urban. 1,000 (tnclud- per 1,000 (exclud-
ing Phthisis). ing Phihisis).
IQI4. ] IgQI3. 1914 i 10913,

b e fe b
Bromyard 2:33 | 2-92 I.-17 I.16
Hereford 1.44 | I.26 | 0.22 | 0.26
Kington | 1.6 | I.67 0-00 0-00
Ledbury 0-6g .47 | 0.00 | 0.29
Leominster I.40 0.87 0.70 0-17
Ross I.0b } I.05 0.00 0.63

Rural.

Bredwardine .. 0.5T | I.52 0-00 0.50
Bromyard .. i I-53 I.-0l 0-13 0.25
Doe .. ais o I.09 1 1-39 0-3I 0.31
Hereford .| 0-66 0.95 0-00 0.28
Kington e 041 2.22 0.00 0.60
Ledbury i e 0.66 o.88 0.22 0-33
Leominster 0-51 0.88 0-1I3 0-00
Ross 048 | T.x4 0-00 0.1g
Weobley 0.30 . 2.10 0.00 0-15
Whitchurch %2 I-3I o.66 0.65
Wigmore e e 0.82 1.08 g.27 [ 0.00
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«TOTAL TUBERCULOSIS” AND “OTHER TUBERCULAR DISEASES”
RATES, URBAN AND RURAL DISTRICTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE
COUNTY.

Total Tubercu- | °° Other Forms of
losis Rate per | Tuberculosis” Rate

1,000 (snclud- | per 1,000 (exclud-

ing Phthisis). ing Phthisis).

I9t4- | I913. | Ig9I4. | IOI3.
Urban Districts e o o | E I.29 0.27 0.32
Rural Districts: .« o awa | zaas | lo-ar |- o.ax
Administrative County  ..| o0.94 | 1.2 0.17 0.28

NUMBER OF CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS NOTIFIED DURING

1914.
Pulmonary Other forms of

No. of | *Rate per
cases 1,000
Notified. | population

No. of | Rate per
cases I,000

Tuberculosis. ! Tuberculosis.
i
i - Notified. | population.

Urban Districts ...... 143 355 | 25 62

Rural Districts ...... 147 1.99 l 12 .16

Admin, County ... 200 2.54 | 37 32

England (excluding | 59,552 1.99 19,396 65
London)

* Rates calculated upon estimated population at mid-year, 1914.

ADMINISTRATIVE MEASURES AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS.

The administrative measures at our disposal for combating
luberculosis are of a varied character, and may be summarised
as follows :—

(A.) Through the District Authorities.

I. Notification.—On January lst, 1912, all cases of Phthisis became
compulsorily notifiable to the Medical Officer of Health under the Tuber-
calosis Regulations, November, 1911.

During the vear 316 cases were in all notified in the Administrative
Lounty—290 pulmonary and 37 non-pulmonary.
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On and after February l1st, 1913, all cases of * Tuberculosis" became
compulsortly nolifiable to the Medical Officer of Health wnder the Public
Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations of December, 1912,

By the latter all previous Orders are consclidated and all’ forms of
Tuberculosis—pulmonary and npon-pulmonary—are .made compulsorily
notifiable.

It is mmg:]sar}' under the Regulations for the School Medical Officer
to notify to Medical Officer of Health all cases met with in School
Inspection.

It is also required that the District Medical Officer of Health send a
weekly statement, of every notification received by him, to the Medical
Officer of Health of the Administrative County.

2. Bacteriological examination of sputa.—The County Laboratory is
available free of cost to all the districts for this and other ordinary purposes.
All bacteriological work in connection with the duties of the Tuberculosis
Officer are carried out at this Institution.

3. Disinfection of rooms and bedding.

4. Distribution of literature in the form of " prevention " cards, and of
spit bottles to poor people if necessary,-as sanctioned in Tuberculosis Regu-
lations.

5. Control of the milk supply by bacteriological examination of milk,
the tuberculin testing of dairy cows, and the exnminatmn of cows and cow-
sheds. This is not generally carried out in the County.

6. Improvement of the cottages of the working classes.

7. District Councils have other extensive powers under the Tuber-
culosis Regulations :—" The Medical Officer of Health or an officer of the
Local Authorily acting under the instructions of the Medical Othcer of Health,
shall make such inguiries and take such steps as are necessary or desirable
for investigating the source of infection, for preventing the spread of the
infection, and for removing conditions favourable to infection.’

They have other special powers and duties :—*" A Local .-kuth::rnty_ on
the advice of their Medical Otficer of Health, may supply all such Medical
or other assistance and all such facilities and articles as may reasonably be
required for the detection of Tuberculosis, for preventing the sprend of
infection and for remnoving conditions favourable to infection, and for that
purpose may appoint .:Jl’.‘h otficers, do such acts and make such arrangements
as may be necessary.”

1. Notification. _
Considering that many prejudices were expressed at the
start of the Tuberculosis campaign against Notification, it must
be admitted that a useful proportion, at least, of the cases have
been notified during the year. We do not now hear of many
objections to it, nor of disabilities in consequence of it, and
although notifications may become fewer in number, it is very
necessary that the system should become more perfect.

The following notifications were received from January Ist—
December 31st, 1914. There are still considerable discrepancies
in these returns, for instance the number of cases reported to
me weekly do not correspond either with the number returned

-
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in the Reports of the District Medical Officers of Health, or with
the returns made by them to the Local Government Board. The
following figures refer to the cases reported to me in the weekly

sheets :—

Pulmonary. Male. ! Female.
|
Over 16. | Under 16.| Over 16. | Under 16.
Urban Districts ... 48 r 17 43 24
Rural Districts ... 33 I35 | 56 14
101 | 32 99 38
Total *270
Non-Pulmonary.,
Urban Distnicts ... 9 b 9 4
Rural Districts ... 6 4 5 3
I5 I0 I4 s
Total e

2. Co-operation with other Authorities.

The School Medical Authorities have taken due advantage
of the advice of the Tuberculosis Authorty, and many children
bave received treatment at the Dispensaries both from the City
and County,

The County Laboratory has been a great boon in providing
for all the bacteriological work arising out of the scheme.

The Sanitary Authorities have carried out disinfection
of premises wherever it was called for, and have attempted to
deal with cases of overcrowding and unsuitable dwellings so far
as they were able to do so.

* These figures refer to the cases which have been reported to me weekly
E:F the District Medical Officers of Health—not to the returns in their Annual
eports,
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I, however, consider that an immense amount of work remains
to be done in this direction and that it is essential to the progress
of tuberculous cases.

During the year a statement of the unsatisfactory housing
conditions, under which some 100 tubercular cases were existing,
was sent to District Sanitary Authorities. Some cases were
bettered in comsequence, but in the majority, little no doubt
could be done. In several instances the further provision of
shelters by the County Council was urged.

The deplorable housinZ conditions in the County are very
closely associated with the prevalence of tuberculosis, and the
Housing Acts have so far only succeeded in touching the fringe of
this evil.

3. County Administration.
(a) DISPENSARIES.
The year 1g14 is the first complete year since the initiation
of this work, and yet it cannot be viewed as other than incomplete,
because of the disorganisation of the staff on the outbreak of war.

In regard to the General Scheme which is before the County
Council, reference should be made to the Report of 1913.

The position of affairs up to the time of mobilisation was
that the Central Dispensary and six other Sub-Dispensaries or
Receiving Stations had become fairly well established, and the
work was running smoothly and seemed capable of increase.

Notice was given that the Council could no longer occupy
the rooms at Peterchurch, and as it was not found possible to
get others, that centre had to be abandoned. The cases in this
area are being seen in a more close co-operation with the local
medical man.

With reference to the work at rural dispensaries gemerally,
it should be remembered that the numbers attending must be
relatively small compared to large urban centres, and owing to
the distances the patients have to travel, the cases to which
Tuberculin can be safely administered is comparatively few.

The work done during the first eight months of the year
showed that, with time, the rural centres would prove a means of
getting into touch with all the cases in the most practicable way.



27

They are invaluable as collecting stations, even when visited only
once a month.

The value of Tuberculin is still much disputed. On the
whole the views of the officers respomnsible for its administration
in this area are favourable to the benefits derived.

No untoward results have been recorded. It must be admitted
at the same time that it is less valuable, and less easily administered,
in a scattered rural area than in a town Dispensary.

Tuberculin 1s still on its tral, and whatever may be said
for or against the results to date, it must still be regarded as an
important form of treatment in selected cases.

- At present (1gI3) it is only being administered at the Central
[Mspensary, owing to the fact that the scope of the work has had
to be seriously curtailed.

() INSTITUTIONAL.

During the summer of 1914 there was every hope that a site
would be obtained for a County Sanatorium for the treatment
of late as well as early cases of Phthisis. Indeed, several sites
had been visited by the Tuberculosis Sub-Committee, and informal
negotiations in respect of ome or two suitable sites had taken
place.

Under the present abnormal state of the country further
negotiations have, for the time being, been abandoned.

At the time of writing (August, 1915), steps are being taken
‘o obtain the sanction of the Local Government Board to hiring
beds outside the County.

The projected agreement with the Insurance Committee,
15 to the County Council taking over the treatment of insured
cases, is also postponed for a few months.

(¢) SHELTERS.

The Council possess 31 Shelters, which have been lent out
‘o suitable insured and uninsured cases, and I am glad to report
that the benefit derived from their use has been very encouraging.
The best results, however, are to be expected when they are occupied
Uy patients who have had some training in a Sanatorium.
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4. Sanatorium Cases.

Fifty-eight insured cases have been sent to Sanatoria during
the year, but towards the end of the year it became incumbent
upon the Insurance Committee to reduce the number of their
beds at Institutions.

This temporary measure, it is hoped, will only be of short
duration. The following gives the number treated in Institutions
during the year :—

Males. Females,

No. applying for Sanatorium Benefit ... 61 37
No. sent to Sanatoria 32 26

Those not sent to an Institution received domiciliary treat-
ment.

5. Extra Nourishment.

During 1914 a grant of extra nourishment was made by the
Insurance Committee to 46 Insured patients, costing in the aggre-
gate {142 18s. 7d.

6. Domiciliary Attention.
Domiciliary treatment rendered to Insured persons by medical
practitioners was estimated to cost £642 during the year. '

The accompanying Table shows the extent to which
Dispensary treatment has been carried out:—
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1. DISPENSARIES.
A 5 Humber af paracns
Number of persons, including contacts, |diasanesd ta ba snffer- | Humher of parsans
who were examined for the first time | win were troated or | mont, supervision, or
during the period from 12th Jan., 1914, | superv ded at ot in | obsarvation al or in
ﬂﬁ._”. e ._....._.__ st .—.“-..l._n.._ ._ m.._._ﬂ. at or m.ﬂ_. Con- nm-ﬂsn-w-ﬂ ar ¥ieiting | dispennary or visiling
Situation of nection with the a.m—E.Eﬂ.w or visiting| satien dur T, | "Nt G e
Dispensary (stating station and were :— __.mﬂ_ to 3lat Dee., 1914
whether main or | Day and hours when Dispensary e T Total
branch Dispensary),| or Visiting. Station is open. 3z3 ao4 4cd | number examined. ¥ 3
ot Visiting Station. .3 Yo | B2 . 3 £ ¥
AR IR I N
= S Mm 5 g s
Hereford (Main)] Weds., Saturday, 9.30-12.30| 110 24 17 62 89 b1 72 7 11
Leominster Tues., Friday, 2.30-3.30 ..| 22 6 2 16 14 16 9 6 0
(Branch) .
Ross w | Mon,, Thursday, 2.33-3.30 | 28 2 6 10 20 22 14 3 4
Ledbury ,, | Mon,, Thursday, 12.30-1.30| 15 1 4 6 14 q 10 0 5
Bromyard ,, | Mon., Thursday, 10-11.30 ...] 23 5 2 15 15 12 11 5 0
Kington ,, | Tues., Friday, 12-1.30 ...| 16 7 2 13 12 I5 8 7 5
Weobley ,, | Tues, Friday, 10-11.30 ...| 22 5 2 14 |~ 15 13 11 2 vl
Peterchurch,, | By appointment ] O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Wigmote . ,, o i 7 0 0 | e _* 4 | AT _ 0 _ 0
REOREG v ¢ + SCECReatl DR (ol s b SFa " SR TN w SR S e
" | |
r Totals 147 b 10 | aw 14% | 183 182 | 140 8 ‘
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A few other points may be noted.

Hereford Dispensary. _

Children of School age to the number of 72 were referreq
to this Dispensary for observation and treatment—s8 of these
came from the City area, the remainder from the rural districts,

Of the new cases coming under treatment during IQI4, 43 or
about 329, of the diagnosed cases, received tuberculin injections
either as a test or as part of the treatment.

The figures in the Table show the numbers actually diagnosed
as tubercular and those rejected as presenting insufficient evidence
of the disease,

Rural Dispensaries,

During the year 54 children of School age were referred for
observation and treatment.

Of the new cases 38, or about 239; of the diagnosed cases,
received tuberculin either as part of the treatment or for the
purposes of test.

A considerable proportion of the 85 cases diagnosed as not
suffering from the disease or still under observation is composed of
contacts from infected houses. :

Nursing Arrangements.

These are the same as described in 1913 Report, and have
worked well In addition to attendance at the Dispensaries,
domiciliary visitation is made to notified rural cases, as soon after |
notification as possible.

On the occasion of these visits the Nurse takes special note
of sleeping accommodation, feeding, ventilation, possible
contacts, etc. -

Observation Beds.

In order that the Dispensaries might be fully utilised, it has
been recommended that a few Test Beds for doubtful cases are
required. '

It was considered that these might be obtained at the
Hereford General Hospital. Negotiations to carry out this proposal
have been postponed for the present.
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CANCER.

During the past year 132 deaths in the County were dus ¢,
Cancer, 52 occurring in the Urban districts and 80 in the Rural dis.
tricts. The numberof deaths, with rates, in the various districts are .

Rates per | Rates per
- ' No. of 1,000 1,000
Deaths. 1914. 1613,
Urban.
I. Bromyard e s 6 3.50 0.00
2. Hereford City 2re Ex 28 I.22 0.83
3. Kington 2 I.12 I-II
4. Ledbury 3 0-89 2-07
5. Leominster .. 6 I.05 0.34
6. Ross .. = 7 I-48 I.go
Rural.
I. Bredwardine 7 s 4 2.04 I.0I
2, Bromyard .. o o 10 1.28 I-39
3. Dore .. s o - 9 I.40 I-39
4- Hetrelord © . = . 12 0.88 I-46
5. Kington o A = 4 0.81 0.80
6. Ledbury .. 24 . I3 I-44 I.21
7. Leominster .. 22 e 10 I.26 I.64
8. Ross .. 3 0.29 1.24
9. Weobley 9 I-36 0:75
10. Whitchurch 1 0.66 0.65
11. Wigmore 5 I-37 I.08

CANCER RATE IN URBAN AND RURAL DISTRICTS AND IN
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY.

Rate per Rate per
I,000 I, 000
1914. IgI3-
Urban Districts = .. e 1 I.29 .97
Rural Districts .. B o I.08 I-25
Administrative County .. o I.I5 I.1I5
England and Wales ., = - 1.05
Do. Do. {Rural Districts) —_ i 0 A
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The death-rate from Cancer in Herefordshire is high: the rate
.5 the same as that of last year. ;

The Crude Cancer Death-rate for England and Wales, years
;.:'J6"10| was '939' :

During the past 50 years there has been an apparently steady
:acrease in this disease in England and Wales. This may, however,
.. enme extent, be accounted for by the more accurate methods
of diagnosis mow at our disposal.

PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The total number of the chief infectious diseases, returned by
the District Medical Officers of Health as notified during the year
1gI4 was 527—I73 cases having been notified in the Urban and
354 in the Rural Districts. The numbers given in the Reports
of the District Medical Officers differ slightly from the weekly
returns as sent to the Local Government Board and County Medical
Otficer. The discrepancies, however, are only slight.

The diseases included in these figures are Diphtheria,
Erysipelas, Scarlet Fever, Enteric Fever, Puerperal Fever, Small-
pox, Poliomyelitis, Cerebro Spinal Fever, and Ophthalmia Neona-
torum.

It does not include Tuberculosis, which has been dealt with
separately, nor the cases of Measles reported from Ross Rural

¥
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The distribution and attack rates per I,000 of the inhahi.
tants, are as below :—

Attack
No. of Rate per
cases 1,000
1914. 1914
Urban Districts.
I. Bromyard A B I 0.58
2. Hereford .. s o 104 4-53
3. Kington .. s o 5 2.-81
4. Ledbury .. o Gis 4 1-18
5. Leominster i ] 23 4.03
6. Ross 4 o = 36 7-60
Rural Districls.
I. Bredwardine it s 5 2-55
2. Bromyard e a 35 7-02
3- Dore 5 o i 43 6.71
4. Hereford .. of s 44 3-21
5. Kington .. i - 10 2.04
6. Ledbury .. = e 42 " 4-64
2. Leominster Vs e 46 5.81
8. Ross 2 s o 37 3.54
9. Weobley .. i S 33 4.98
10. Whitckurch e o 32 2I.05
11. Wigmore .. £ < vi I.91
SMALLPOX.

There were no cases of Smallpox notified during the year
throughout the County.

The only reference to the question of Smallpox among the
District Reports is in that of the City of Hereford.

The Medical Officer of Health refers to the unfortunate increase
of the “ Conscientious " objections to Vaccination, which during
the year amounted to 50 9, of the births.

Among School children examined in the City 18,79, had not
been vaccinated. :

Among School children examined in the County Education
area 129, showed no vaccination marks,
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This undoubtedly is a real and increasing danger and a breach
n our line of defence against the disease.
It seems highly desirable that the County should be prepared
<o far as isolation is concerned, to meet any emergency in the
event of a Smallpox outbreak. The present accummudatmn is
Jetailed under “ Isolation Hospitals.”

SCARLET

FEVER.

During the year gz cases were returned as notified in the Urban
and 233 in the Rural districts—3z25 in all, against 360 in 1913.

The following table shows the distribution, attack rates,
in the various districts :—

elc.,
*Aitack Percentage

No. of |Rate per | Deaths per | of cases

cases 1,000 1,000 removed

notified. | popul'n. population. to

Hospital,
Urban.
I. Bromyard 0 0.00 0.00 0-0
2. Hereford 55 2.39 0.00 85.4
3. Kington o 0.00 | 0.00 0-0
4. Ledbury A 3 0.88 ! 0.00 0.0
5. Leominster .. 12 2.10 0.17 0-0
6. Ross .. 22 4.-64 0.21I 36.4
Rural.

I. Bredwardine 2 I.02 0.00 1000
2. Bromyard 43 5.49 | ©0.00 48.8
3. Dore .. 41 6-40 | 0.00 0-0
4. Hereford 26 I.89 0-00 77-0
5. Kington 3 0-61 0-20 0.0
b. Ledbury 27 2.98 0-1I 5I-9
7- Leominster .. 30 3-79 0-00 0-0
8. Rass - Lol 30 2.87 0-00 6.7
9. Weobley 21 3.17 0.00 76-2
10. Whitchurch 5 3-29 0-00 200
1. Wigmore 5 1.37 0.00 0.0

.* The rates are calculated on populations at mid-year, 1914,
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Altack m!.::s__

) per 1,000 population,
R e e e e P e 2.28
e R T D S e F S S 3.15
Administrative County ... .. 2.84
England and Wales {Admlmatratne CﬂuntIEﬁ] 4.0I

A smaller number of cases were notified than in 1913, and
slightly larger than in 1912, the highest number of cases per 1,000
of population occurring in the Urban District of Ross and the
Rural Districts of Bromyard and Dore.

In the City of Hereford the ma;unh of the cases (619;) were
among children under 15 years of age. :

It is considered by the M.O.H. that the removal of a large
proportion of the cases to Hospital went far towards controlling
the disease.

Disinfection of clothing is now carried out at the Hereford
Union Workhouse Steam Disinfector, as there is no available
" apparatus at the Rural Isolation Hospital.

In the Ross Urban District there is no Isolation Hospital
accommodation, and therefore no provision for the adequate dis-
infection of bedding and clothing.

Eizht cases were removed to the Infectmus Cottage in t
Ross Rural District. 3

Two cases which occurred in the Bredwardine Rural District
were treated at the Hay Urban District Isolation Hospital.

One case was removed to Chepstow Hospital from the Whit-
church District.

The M.O.H. of the Ross Rural District referring to acquisition
by the Council of a rural cottage for isolating cases of Scarlet Fever,
remarks that the provision of an Isolation Hospital would prove 3
real economy, remembering how it has been necessary in the past

to provide special Nurses, tents, and provisions for whole house
holds.
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DIPHTHERIA.

The number of cases of Diphtheria notified during 194 was
114—36 from the Urban districts and 78 from the Rural districts,
against 113—23 Urban and go Rural in 1913. The following

. table gives the distributions, mortality rates, etc. :—

No. of | *Attack | Percentage
cases | Rate per | Deaths per | of cases
nolt- | 1,000 1,000 removed
fied. i?apui'#, population. lfo Hospital.
Urban. i
Bromyard . e 0 0-00 0-00 0.00
Hereford .. . e s SR 0-00 76.20
Kington - .. 3 1-69 0.00 0.00
lLedbury .. s e 0 0-00 0-00 0.00
lLeominster . .. il 7 I.23 0.00 0.00
Ross ik i . 5 I.06 0-42 0.00
Rural.
Bredwardine .. s 3 I.53 0.00 0.00
Bromyard i 5 -64 0.13 0-00
Dore i A 0 000 0.00 0.00
Hereford .. v o 7 0-5I 0.00 0.00
Kington .. h e 4 0.81 0-00 0.00
Ledbury .. 5 e 8 0.88 0-00 0.00
Leaminster o f. 7 0.88 0-I3 0.00
Roay. . . e Aol s 0.67 0.00 0.00
Weobley .. o 9 1.36 0.00 0.00
Whitchurch o o Fae 17.11 1.97 0.66
Wigmore . : ‘ 2 0-55 0.00 0.00
* The Rates are calculated on populations at mid-year, 1914.
Attack rate
per 1,000 population.
Urban Districts ... — 0.89 '
Rural Districts ... 1.05
Administrative County <99
!:--_"--.’Iam! and Wales (Administrative Couniies) T1.52
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TYPHOID AND ALLIED FEVERS.

Under this head there are only 8 cases to record; 4 in the
Urban and 4 in the Rural districts. The distribution, with mor-
tality rates are as follows :—

TYPHOID FEVER.

*Attack ﬁerczmage
No. of | Rate per | Deaths per | removed
cases 1,000 1,000 to
notified. population. ipnprda!ic-u. Hospital.
Urban.
Bromyard 0 0.00 0.00 0.0
Hereford City 3 0-13 0.04 100.0
Kington .o o 0.00 0.00 0.0
Ledbury 2 0 0.00 0.00 0.0
Leominster 0 0.00 0.00 0.0
Ross .. g I 0.21 0.00 0.0
Rural.
Bredwardine .. 0 0.00 0.00 0.0
Bromyard s I 0.13 0.00 0.0
Dotre .. o o 0.00 0.00 0.0
Hereford 2 0-15 0.00 0.0
Kington e o 0.00 0.00 0.0
Ledbury i I 0.1II 0-00 0.0
lLeominster o 0.00 0.00 0.0
Hoss oy Sl 0 0.00 000 0.0
Weobley g o 0 0.00 0.00 0.0
Whitchurch .. 5 0 0.00 0.00 0.0
Wizmore 4 5 o 0.00 0.00 0.0

* The Rates are calculated on populations at mid-year, 1914.

Altack rales
per 1,000 population
Urbany DHStricts .. uis s ads oast e 0.10
Roral Distrieta 7.0 o 88 € e SR 0.05
Administrative County ... .. oo ere e 0.07
P-"'I:mcl and Wales {Admmlstratwc Counties) 0.23
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It is a fortunate circumstance that fevers of the Typhoi]
group are so little in evidence throughout the County.

Owing to the number of troops resident in the City toward;
the end of the vear, cases of the disease were to be looked i
Co- uperatl-::-n between the military and. sanitary officials is e:-.aenn J
at the present time,

PUERPERAL FEVER.

There were 4 cases of Puerperal Fever notified during the
year—all from the Urban districts.
The number is small, but of these three terminated fatalls,

In the Local Government Board returns there is one returne
for Ledbury Rural District. This does not appear in the Ledbury
Report.

In the administration of the Midwives’ Act much care 1
expended to prevent cases occurring in the practice of regisiered!
midwives, and reference is made to the subject later.

*Attack | Deaths | Percentage
No. of | Rate per | per 1,000 | removed
cases 1,000 populal’n | to
notified. | populat’n ' Hospital,
Urban.
Hereford City .} I 0.04 0.00 0.00
e . | 3 | 063 0.2 0.00
Rural. e
EEdbOry ™ coceiieoesd 0 0.00 0.00 0.00
f(x) (0.11)

* The Rates are calculated on population at mid-year, 1914.
1 Figures from L.G.B. Returns differing from local reports.

Attack Rate
per 1,000 population

I S S R S i P i 0.10
Rurﬂ Distri{.ts - LN LN LR L LE R LR D"'m
Administrative County ... . e 0.03

England and Wales [A{]mlnﬁtratwe Cmmtmg,\ 0.05 &5
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OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Since January Ist, IqQI4, this disease is on the list of those.
;‘a)anlIlSGTiIY nutiﬁablé,

During the year only 8 cases were notified—I from the Urban
;;m] 2 from the Rural Districts.

The importance of recognising and preventing it in newly-
Lorn infants should not be lost sight of, as it is responsible for
pany cases of iIﬂPE!.'fECt vision in later life,

POLIOMYELITIS.
Only three cases were notified—two from the Urban and
one from the Rural Districts.

NON-NOTIFIABELE DISEASES.

The weekly card of infectious diseases sent by District Medical
Officers to the Local Government Board and the County Medical
_Officer cf Health gives no information as to non-notifiable diseases.
The only knowledge of the prevalence of these diseases is obtained
through the School Teachers notifying the School Medical Officer
and the District Medical Officers of Health. During the year
Whooping Cough and Measles were fairly prevalent in some
districts.
To deal with these diseases successfully early notification from
School to the District M.O.H. and S.M.O., with a view to exclusion
or closure, is of vital importance.

ISOLATION HOSPITALS.

Present Accommodation.

In the Administrative County there are four Isolation
Hospitals, as detailed below :—

I. Hereford City Isolation Hospital (32 beds), serving the
City only, with an estimated population of 22,981.

2. Hereford Rural Isolation Hospital (eight beds), serving
the Hereford Rural district, with an estimated population of
13,704, also the neighbouring Weobley Rural district, with an
etimated population of 6,624—in all 20,348. The Weobley Rural
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District Council has an arrangement for sending cases to this
Hospital on payment of a retaining fee.

3. Bromyard Joint Isolation Hospital (four beds), serving
the Bromyard Urban and Rural districts, with an estimated aggre.-
gate population of g,546.

4. Kington Joint Isolation Hospital (seven beds), serving
the Kington Urban and Rural districts, with an aggregate esti-
mated population of 6,603.

These four Hospitals consequently serve seven Sanitary
districts, with an estimated population of 59,568, leaving an
estimated population of 54,786 without Hospital accommodation
for infectious diseases.

In the following districts there is no adequate Hospital accom-
modation for isolating infectious diseases :—

Rural. Urban.
Ledbury. Ross.
Leominster. Leominster.
Dore. Ledbury. -
Ross.

Whitchurch.
Wigmore,

During 1913 the Bredwardine Rural District Authority made
an arrangement with the Hay Urban Authority for the reception
of Infectious cases into their Isolation Hospital.

In the Ledbury Rural district cases have been occasionally :
sent to the Malvern Fever Hospital, or to the Hereford Rural
District Isolation Hospital

In the Ledbury Urban district cases are no longer accom-
modated in the Isolation Wards of the Union Infirmary, where
there are ten beds.

The iron hospital at Dore for the Dore Rural district (estimated
population, 6,410), owing to its position, is regarded by the M.O.H.
as of little use to the district. It -was erected for Smallpox cases
in 1898 by the Dore Rural District Council at a cost of £255 on
land adjoining the Workhouse at Abbeydore. Its proximity to the
Workhouse, where there are about 100 occupants, renders it useles=
for the district generally, and especially so for Smallpox.
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The following emt..'rgenr.:}r Hospitals are available for Small-

poxX i—
" 1. Hereford City, 12 beds.
2. Leominster (M.B.), 5 beds.
3. Wigmore R.D., 3 beds.
The County Council do not make any annual grant to Isolation

Hospitals.

Improvement of Accommodation.

In 1gor the question of providing isolation accommodation
for infectious diseases was before the Leominster Rural District
Council and the Ledbury Rural District Council, but no decision
was come to in either instance.

In June, 1909, the question of providing a Joint Infectious
Hospital for the Urban and Rural Districts of Ross was under
consideration.. An inquiry was held by the County Council at
which attended deputations from the Urban and Rural District
Councils. It was decided that a prima facie case for the establish-
ment of a Joint Isolation Hospital for the two districts had been
made out. No decision was arrived at, and the meeting was
adjourned stne die.

In March, 1912, I presented to the County Council a Report
on the whole question of the Isolation Hospital accommodation in
the County, and which set forth the following points :—

- L.—Nearly ome-half of the County population has no accommodation
whatever.

2. —SBeveral Authorities have at different times had under consideration
'Je question of providing such accommodation for their districts. No
definite results have followed.

 3.—In a County like Hereford it is very desirable to avoid the estab-
siuncat of small Hospitals to supply small areas, because the cost falls
:'L"".“" ily on any one district, and the smaller the Hospital the less efficient
114,

4+ —The sub-letting of beds of existing Hospitals to neighbouring
Yuthorities is inadvisable and likely to break down in periods of epidemic.
+-7 15 this possible in the County without an undue burden falling on a
“meie Authority.

5.—From every point of view (but especially from that of ecomomy
::-! ctliciency) the proper course is for the County Council to exercise its
rowers under the Isolation Hospitals Act and form a " Hospital Area”™ or
*Mrras,” with accommodation for all forms of Infectious Disease, and with
- ® Tegard to the possible use and extension of existing accommodation.
hanc larger the area the better, and there is no reason why the County should
=ot be formned into a single Hospital District with ofie Central Hospital—

vutlying districts already adequately supplicd being excepted.
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The Public Health Committee after considering the Repart
referred the consideration of the whole matter to a Special
Committee. ' a

The County Council thereafter decided to hold an inquiry
under the Isolation Hospitals Acts, 1893 and 1gor. 2

*  This inquiry was held on December gth, 1912, with reference
to the Urban and Rural districts of Leominster, Ross and Ledbyr-
As the question was one which might affect the other l'liﬁtrin__':_‘.
of the County, representatives from these districts were al.,
invited to attend.

The Committee of Inquiry, after hearing the evidence post.
poned giving a decision until some further information on certain
structural details had been received.

The issue of the Report was still further delayed owings to
negotiations with the Local Government Board in connection
with the treatment of Tuberculosis.

In October, 1913, the following Interim Report was issued :— |

“ The Committee who were appointed by the Council at the Meetin:
in October, 1912, held a Local Inquiry at the Shirehall on the 9th December,
1912, having previously given the necessary notice as required by the
Statute. : :

At the Inquiry evidence was given by Dr. Gold, the County Medl:
Officer of Health, in favour of the establishment of Isclation Hospitals i
the districts concerned, and evidence was given from each of the dists
mainly against the proposal.

After carefully considering the position in regard to the Rural o
Urban Districts of Ross, Ledbury and Leominster, the Committee

unanimously of opinion that it is necessary that reasonable provision I«
Isolation accommodation shall be made in these districts, and thev have

resolved to defer proceeding further with the duties imposed on them
the Statute until the Ist ui%unc next, to afford the districts concerned the
opportunity of giving full consideration to this Resolution.”

The District Councils concerned are, I believe, still consideriz:
the matter.

The Urban District Council of Leominster have throughoit
contended that Isolation Hospital accommodation is mot cale:
for in their area. They, however, have notified the County
Authority that, should such be required, they intend making =
of the existing smallpox building. :

The Ross Rural Authority have acquired a country cotia=®
which is utilised for the purpose. Being merely a cottage, 1t ©
quite inadequate as an Isolation Hospital.

-
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As to the remaining districts coming within the scope of
s inquiry, no official communication has so far been received
5y the County Council, and for the present the consideration of
, whole question is being postponed.

There appears, however, to be a very urgent desire on th&
part of the Hereford Rural District Council to enlarge their
i1,<nital to such a degree as will enable them to afford accom-
,,,.,.1..1:i-,-n to the Ledbury Urban and Rural Districts on certain
pecific terms.

Progress cannot be looked for at the present time.

As stated in previous Reports, I had advised the County
Council that it would be well to deal with the desired accommo-
‘rin for infectious diseases and Tuberculosis under the same
. lministration, and this idea was kept in view at the Statytory
Inquiry. Such a combination was favoured by the Local Govern-
~went Board and would have been economical. It was soon evident

t considerable opposition was to be raised by the Rural

tricts concerned. The common weal would have .greatly
' enefited from such a combination, but evidently it was considered
vpedient that the control of the central Hospital should not pass
to the County Council (it would in fact have been vested in a joint
fioard) and so the Inquiry Committee decided to separate the
question of Infectious Diseases from that of Tuberculosis, and
«hile issuing their Interim Report on the former, carry out their
wn scheme for the latter.

]

I still regard it as unfortunate that greater co-operation and
wodwill could not have been afforded the County Authority for
“ ubviously a beneficial combination to all concerned, and especially

the ratepayers of the County.

No further steps will be taken by the County Inquiry Com-
“itee until they have considered the steps which each district
‘s taken on its own behalf.

HOUSING.
HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING ACT, 1509.
Certain sections of this Act, which came into force. on

‘*wember 3rd, 1909, affect intimately the position of all County
wouncils,
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Brief reference to the sections concerned will show that
County Councils have important functions to perform in seeing
that the Act is properly administered. An account of these wij]
be found in my Report for 1911, pages 34-36.

In all the districts the necessary machinery for carrying out
the provisions of the Housing Acts is complete.

In some districts the work is being prosecuted with vigour,
whilst in others comparatively little is being done.

During the year Section 69 (I) was more extensively complied
with, and below is given an account of the * representations made "
which were reported to the County Medical Officer of Health in
each of the four quarters.

Representations

made.
First Quarter ... 6
Second ,, 17
Third . .. 7
Fourth ,, 6

—_—
-

T i R

The Inspections under Section 17 are being in a great measure
carried out, different districts adopting different methods.

In some, the worst dwellings are in the first instance engaging
attention.

In the Whitchurch Rural District organised inspection has
been initiated during 1914.

During the year in the Rural Districts 37 representations were
made with a view to the making of Closing Orders, and 35 Closing
Orders were actually made. Of this number 36 notices of * repre-
sentations made "'. were received by the County Medical Officer
under Sec. 69 (1) of the Act.

In the Urban Districts 17 representations were made with 2
view to making Closing Orders and 4 Closing Orders made.

A considerable number of houses have had defects remedied
without the making of Closing Orders—amounting to 246 in the
Rural and 51 in the Urban areas.
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The following is a summary of the Housing work accomplished

uring the year 1914 :—

|
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TABLE OF PERCENTAGE POPULATION LIVING UNDER OVER-
CROWDED CONDITIONS IN THE COUNTY.

Total No. of Papufnh‘anl Per-
‘I'au!_ Families | Tenements, of Over- | centage
| Population or ver- crowded Population
Separate | crowded. |Tenements.| Over-
Occupiers. cronded.
Urban.
Bromyard sl 1,703 392 II 81 5-0
Hereford (M.B.) ...| 22,568 5,114 78 610 2.9
Kington . 1,819 471 4 31 I.8
Ledbury ... 3.358 g | 24 186 5.8
Leominster (M.B.) | 5,737 | 1,333 3 | 264 4-8
Ross 4,682 1,004 16 148 3-4
Rural.
Bredwardine | - 1,995 506 g 79 4-0
Bromyard 7,031 1,864 4I 328 4-2
Dore 6,491 1,535 I4 113 1.8
Hereford 13,597 | 2993 54 463 37
Kington 4,996 | 1,208 22 185 3.7
Ledbury 9,059 | 2,12I 55 461 5.2
Leominster 7,915 | 1,928 42 350 4-5
Ross - 10,421 2,432 62 548 5.3
Weobley .. 6,699 1,623 27 223 3.4
Whitchurch 1,526 384 6 54 =
Wigmore ... .| 3,772 862 30 250 6.7
Total Urban 39,867 9,I53 164 I,320 3:5
Total Rural 4 74,402 | 17,456 362 | 3.054 4.2

On the whole the amount of overcrowding is not great, but
It should be observed that the Rural Districts are worse than
the Urban Districts.
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Bromyard Rural.

Excluding uninhabitable houses, 130 houses were reported
to the Council as defective, and in 21, owners were asked to remedy
defects.

No building bye-laws are in force.

During the year 2 new houses (of a residential character)
were erected.

The M.O.H. says there has been a dearth of cottages in some
parishes, and some have been occupied only because no other
dwellings were available.

In the abnormal state of the country no definite opinion is
expressed as to the need for more cottages.

Bredwardine Rural.

The M.O.H. reports : *° House accommodation for the working
classes is adequate, and in the main very satisfactory.”

From this it would appear there is no want of houses in this
area, but it would be advisable to have more information on the
lines I have mentioned in the previous page. No Closing Orders
were made during IQI4.

Hereford Rural.

The M.O.H. reports : ““ In the existing condition of the country
it is impossible to say whether more cottages are required.”

Seventeen cottages were erected during 1914.
No building bye-laws are in force.

In 68 houses, excluding those uninhabitable, reported to the
Council as defective, the owners were asked to remedy defects.
In 13 defects were remedied.

Dore Rural.

Excluding uninhabitable houses, 155 were reported to the
Council as defective, and in these the owners were asked to
remedy defects. ;

Defects were remedied in 4o,

In many parishes there are no empty cottages and many ‘:
the houses require constant repair. It is recorded that 119; ©
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‘e cottages have only one bedroom.. Only one house was erected

I{Uﬂng 1914* .
No building bye-laws are in force.

Ledbury Rural. _
The number of houses reported to the Council as defective

was 126, excluding uninhabitable houses, and in these the owners
were asked to remedy defects.

Defects were remedied in 12.

“ There are a good many cottages in every way suitable for
+he needs of the working classes, and many others which can be
made suitable at a very small expenditure.”

- A L.G.B. inquiry was held at Colwall in connection with a

wheme for 8 semi-detached cottages proposed by the Colwall

Parochial Committee, and a loan for £1,200 has been sanctioned.
* This scheme was postponed at the outbreak of war.

The M.O.H. considers it inadvisable to say whether more
(ottages are required in the present state of the country.

During 1914, 9 new houses were erected.

Building bye-laws are in force in the parish of Colwall.

Lzominster Rural.

Excluding uninhabitable houses, 132 were reported to the
Council as defective, and the owners were asked to remedy defects

in all these cottages. In 25 defects were remedied.

Of the houses inspected 7% had only one bedroom.

A fair number of the cottages are old and require frequent
Tepair.

It is considered by the Council that there is no want of cottages
in the present circumstances of the country.

During 1914 no new cottages were erected.

No building bye-laws are in force.

Weobley Rural,

\ The number reported to the Council as defective, excluding
‘lr::nhahitub]e houses was 58, and in this number the owners were
“xed to remedy defects. In 16 defects were remedied.



52

The M.O.H. says that at present it is impossible to say
definitely whether more cottages are required.

A fair number are reported as being almost uninhabitable,
During 1914 two new houses were erected.
No building bye-laws are in force.

Kington Rural.

*This is not the time to refer to the scarcity or otherwise
of dwelling houses . . ., says the M.O.H.

Apart from inspections under Sec. 17, 149 other inspections
have been made, in 58 of which defects were remedied. In 70
of theése 149 the conditions were found to be satisfactory.

Two new cottages have been erected.

Three cases of overcrowding occurred, and were remedied.

Ross Rural.

It is considered that with some exceptions the housing
capacity of the district is fairly satisfactory.

It is found that in most cases owners are willing to carry out

, the necessary repairs.

Repairs and improvements have been eflected in g7 cases.

The cases of overcrowding are comparatively few.

A few mew cottages have been erected, and these supply any
increase in population. ' : :

"No definite opinion is given as to the want of cottages in the
: several parishes.

Whitchurch Rural.

The M.O.H. expresses the opinion that the housing is sufficient
for the population. The houses are in many cases allowed to get
out of repair.

One case of overcrowding has been reported and remedied.

There are no bye-laws in force.

It would appear that during 19r4, 169 houses have been
inspected under Sec. 17 of the Housing and Town Planning Act.
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Wigmore Rural.

It is considered by the M.O.H. that the accommodation is
fairly satisfactory.

It is, however, at the same time regarded that many of the
houses are in an unsatisfactory condition owing to dampness, bad
ventilation, poor construction generally, and want of an adequate
water supply.

No building bye-laws seem to be in force.

In the case of 10 cottages owners remedied defects, without
the issue of Closing Orders.

Bromyard Urban.

Excluding uninhabitable houses the number reported to the
Council as defective was 35, in 30 of which the owners were asked
to remedy the defects.

Six of these appear to have been remedied.

Overcrowding is considered to be mot unusual.

Many of the houses occupied are most unsatisfactory and are
only occupied because there are no others.

The opinion is expressed that there is a dearth of houses with
three bedrooms at rents from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. weekly.

Two houses of the cottage class were erected during 1914.

Building bye-laws are in force, but want revising.

It 1s considered that the Urban District Council might under-
take a building scheme,

Gross overcrowding has undoubtedly been taking place in some
houses, one of which housed 4 tuberculous people.

I consider the Council should endeavour to find a remedy to
this state of affairs.

Hereford City.
The majority of the defects were remedied without the making
of Closing Orders.
A good deal of work has been done under Sec. 15.
" Duning the year 167 thorough inspections were made,
necessitating the serving of 218 notices to remedy defects,
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The average number of persons in the 167 houses was 3.2,

The deta.il:; show that 169, of the houses contained one bed.
room, and 409, two bedmums -

Much information is given on the question of overcrowding,
which is seen from previous table to be comparatively low, and
seems to be less than in 1goI. .

With regard to the adequacy of houses, the M.O.H. gives much
important information and believes that any shortage of houses
has not been due to the issuing of Closing Orders, but rather ty
the falling off of building by private enterprise. Against this
the Barrs Court Estate Scheme provided in all 85 houses, =0 that
indirectly accommodation was prm ided for the action taken
under the Housing Acts.

The M.O.H. considers that a certain amount of building is
necessary to keep pace with the natural increase of population.

The whole question of erecting houses for the working classes
has been before the Housing Acts Commiittee, and a scheme for the
erection of 62 houses, sanctioned by the L.G.B., has been carried
through.

. During 1914, 16 houses of two tenements were being erected
through the enterprise of the Hereford Dwellings Co. Ltd., at an
inclusive rent of 3s. 6d. a week.

Kington Urban.
During 1914, 7 houses were deemed rapidly becoming unfi

for habitation. Three months warning was given, and in 5 the
defects were removed, while the other two are having attention.

In 30 other premises smaller defects have been remedied.

The M.O.H. states that he is confident there is no house in
the area which can be properly described as wholly unfit for human
habitation, and that as to the adequacy of dwellings, this is not
the time to express an opinion.

Ledbury Urban.

The number of houses with defects reported to the Council was
60, in 38 of which the owners were asked to remedy defects.

Remedies were effected in eight without notice.
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The percentage population overcrowded at the 1grr Census
was 5-8.

Building bye-laws are in force.

It is considered that there has been an improvement in
dwellings lately.

A site has been selected for the erection of 13 artizans’ dwellings,
and an L.G.B. enquiry has been held.

Leominster.

Nine houses have been erected by private enterprise, but
more are needed.

The Council have a buildings scheme under consideration.

Until these houses are provided Closing Orders cannot be
obtained owing to scarcity of houses. :

In 30 houses defects have been remedied.

Ross Urban.

It is recorded that steady progress has been made during
the year, but that a great deal remains to be done.
There appear to be many houses unfit for habitation.

One Closing Order was made during the year.

HOP-PICKERS.

In the Rural Districts of Weobley, Leominster and Hereford
bre-laws are in force for the lodging and decent accommodation .
of persons engaged in the picking of hops, fruit and vegetables.

The Bromyard and Ledbury Rural District Councils have
not adopted bye-laws.

It would appear that, speaking generally, there is noticeable
40 improvement in the cleanliness of the pickers’ quarters.

This is most evident in those districts where bye-laws have
been adopted.

- More attention is being paid to making decent provision for
this large influx of population,

~ Some employers make considerable effort to secure for the
Pickers proper accommodation, while others do little or nothing.
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The adoption of bye-laws would tend to level up the desired standara
all round.

Failing the adoption of bye-laws, the M.Q.H. to Combined
Districts considers the following necessary :—

I. Limewashing of inside walls of all buildings during the
week prior to occupation by pickers.

2. Cleansing of floors of all buildings, especially of stables
and cowsheds prior to their occupation. -

3. Clearing away of accumulations of manure from the
proximity of the quarters.

4. Provision of adequate privy accommodation,
5. Provision of cooking places.

6. Provision of a proper supply of water on the premises.

In the Bromyard District, during 1914, where there are no bye-laws
adopted, the conditions found were considered to be improved.

In the Hereford District, where bye-laws have been adopted, an im-
provement has continually resulted.

The bye-laws in force differ only slightly from the model series of the
Local Government Board.

In the Ledbury District, bye-laws have not been adopt;d,

It is considered that in the main the provisions made by the majority
of growers were such as would comply with bye-laws had they been adopted

The Council would be well advised to proceed to adopt them so that
the minority may be brought up to the required standard.

In the Leominster District bye-laws are in force, and the conditions
seem on the whole satisfactory.

In the Weobley District, where bye-laws are also in force, the same

* can be said.

The M.O.H. considers that the conditions have improved.

WATER SUPPLIES.

The public supplies in the County are limited for the most
part to the Urban districts. The Rural parts are supplied almos!
entirely by shallow wells, which in many cases are badly con:
structed and open to pollution. Many of these yield presumably
water which is not chemically or bacteriologically as pure as it
ought to be. In several parts of the County, hamlets and col-
lections of houses are fortunate in having a small general suppl¥
piped from a spring on the neighbouring hillside. These small
supplies have everything to commend them, yielding as they
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Jlmost invariably do when properly constructed, an excellently
pure water and free from any risk of contamination. An extension
of such supplies wherever possible should engage the attention of

Sapitary Authorities.

A large oumber of Samples have been examined at the County
Laboratory during the year.

Bromyard.

The supply is from protected springs at Buckenhill, and is
satisfactory.

Supplies from wells with pumps are yearly becoming less.

Hereford City.

The two new beds are working very satisfactorily.

The whole four beds were in use during the year.

The number of houses in the outlying districts supplied from
wells becomes less yearly.

Samples from the beds are from time to time examined at the
County and City Laboratory.

Kington.

The supply is in the hands of a private Company. Some time
ago the Council completed negotiations with the Company to buy
over the concern, and a Local Government Board Inquiry was
held with a view to obtaining a loan. -The Board, however, did
not give the necessary sanction, and for the present the matter
is in abeyance. Efforts should be made to get sanction to an
alternative scheme.

The other sources of supply are the public pump at the Cross,
which yields water of good quality. \

Ledbury.,

In quality and quantity the water is satisfactory, and is from
a deep well in the limestone. :

The supply has been sufficient during 1914.
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Leominster.
The supply is from a deep well and has been satisfactory,
During the year there was some probability of the source

becoming contaminated. The Council, however, after being
made aware of the danger, took such steps as removed the

cause.

Ross.

The supply obtained from wells in the old red sandstone is in
the hands of a private company. It has been satisfactory. There
are a few private wells,

RURAL DISTRICTS.
Bredwardine.

The supply throughout the district is fairly satisfactory,
and in some quarters during the past few years it has been much
improved by bringing water within a reasonable distance of
cottages. 7
Combined Districts. =

There are combined supplies in several parishes of the Dore,
Hereford, Leominster, Ledbury and Weobley Rural Districts,
In these cases there is either a stand-pipe or the water is laid on
to the houses. Apart from these supplies the only available source
of water is from shallow wells.

That many of them are capable of being contaminated is

very evident, owing to their open dry-steyned construction. Such
pollution almost invariably gains admission through the porous
walls and through the imperfect cover. A safe dnnking water
can only be expected from a well which is reasonably well made,
that is, assuming that the source of water is above suspicion.

In many places water has to be carried long distances. The
** reasonable " distance demanded by the Public Health (Water|
Act has been defined in the Combined area as 500 yards, and as 200
yards in some districts in the case of new houses.

The Medical Officer remarks that this distance in the case

of mew houses might without any hardship be lessened. He,
rightly, further observes : * If water is not available quite clo=e
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% .a proposed site, I consider that it is not a suitable place to build

a house upon.”

A record is being made of the supply in each parish.
Kington.

There are no complaints of insufficiency. Samples from
various wells in the district have proved the quality to be good.
There are public stand-pipes in several of the villages. Four new
wells have been sunk.

Ross.

The main supply is from wells and springs, and is very deficient
in some parts of the district. Several houses close to the town
have the town supply laid on.

Whitchurch.

A Local Government Board Inquiry was held last year
with relation to the supply to the village of Whitchurch, when it was
decided a water supply was necessary. The matter has not yet
further matured.

Several local supplies have been improved.

Wizmore. :

'A small scheme has been carried out to supply the village
of Adforton by piping water from the high land.

A stand-pipe has been placed in a convenient spot.

L

RIVER POLLUTION.

Section xiv. of the Local Government Act, 1888, confers upon
County Councils the powers of Sanitary Authorities under the
Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876.

The smaller pollutions to which the Wye is subject near the
intake of the water supply of the City of Hereford have had constant
attention drawn to them. The Yazor brook will not now suffer
pollution from the effluent of the Asylum, '

The question of the pollutions of the Wye and the Lugg has
been considered by the County Public Health Committee and
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the County M.O.H. has been instructed to take samples j,,
analysis.

Observations are being. carried out, but owing to dislocati,y
of duties at.present they have been temporarily abandoned.

It is of vital interest to the water supply of Hereford tha:
small pollutions, as well as those of a gross character, should 1.
abolished, and it is desirable in order to attain this end, that (.
waterways in the Rural Districts should have constant supervisiog

SEWAGE AND DRAINAGE,

Except in the Urban areas there are only a few combine!
schemes of sewerage throughout the County. For small villa;.
the cost entailed and the requirements of the Local Governmer:
Board present material difficulties in promoting small scheme
The great fault in country districts is the indiscriminate turnir.
of all drains into water courses. Water supplies, under such
conditions, are bound to suffer.

There is much necessity for the wholesale abolition of offer-ii »
privies, and in this connection the Medical Officer of Health to tL
Combined Districts considers “ that the time has arrived to take
proceedings under the Nuisance Sections of the Public Health Act
1875, against any person who has a privy on his premises in which
a sufficiency of earth is not used.”

The conversion of privy closets into earth pail closets is 4
matter so inexpensive that there does not seem any reason wiy
it should not be universally adopted.

It is now known that the household fly plays an impoitin?
part in the spread of disease, and where accumulations exist {ie
abound in great numbers.

Many of these offensive privies to be found at schools are beiz:
abolished, and the more rational earth system (in the absez =
of a water carriage system) is being substituted. A mmidL.-'—'
amount of advance is taking place at schools in this conned!

Bromyard (U.).

The Council sometime ago decided to lay down bacteria
to treat part of the sewage, and plans have also been I“EPJ”
re-sewering the town. The Council have recently again ha!

}4-:-

l-h-q-



61

_,+ter under consideration, and estimates and plans are being
,,f.,;,r.,d for a scheme for the treatment of the sewage. New

:»ns of sewers have been laid down during the year. The
1,'.;- iical Officer of Health strongly recommends the Council to have
the privy closets in the centre of the town converted to water

'+ «ots. The sewage undergoes no treatment.

uereford City (U.)
There are at the outfall four clinker beds in use and a fifth is
iw ~ourse of construction. There are still several privies and earth
1 w5 in the outlying parts of the city and outside the area of the
vace system.

Kington (U.).

The sewage 1s treated on land which is properly supervised
v=! in every way satisfactory. Several improvements have been
“ected during the year, and many privies converted.

Ross (U.)

The old brick system of sewer is now practically abolished.
The whole sewage of the town escapes untreated into the river
“i=, and so far no steps have been initiated to purify it. Privy

cts are almost abolished. Refuse is removed to the town tip.

Lecbury (U.).
The system is one of septic tanks and broad irrigation. The
“7'x tanks continue fo work satisfactorily. The water carriage

“tem is introduced in all new works, and several old houses have
=en redrained. Y

Leaminster (U.).

Peported as satisfactory. The sewage falls into the River
Lre W untreated, and no steps have been taken towards its puri-
“#wn. The question as to how far the river is polluted is under
' :L:uutiam Earth closets and privies are in use in the out-

ki, - RURAL.

No combined system exists in the district. Privy pits and
7uls are common and are often unsatisfactory ; in these cases
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earth closets are being advised as substitutes. No nuisances
have arisen during the year.

Combined Districts.

There are small combined systems of sewerage in the Hereford,
Ledbury and Weobley Rural Districts. No others have been
instituted during the year.

In many instances where water carriage systems exist,
antiquated traps are still to be found.

The obnoxious practice of discharging drains into roadside
ditches is fairly common. .

An arrangement has now been arrived at whereby the Asylum
sewage will be connected up with the nearest point of the Hereford
City Sewage system. .

Privy closets are being gradually abolished. A special report
was presented to the Weobley Rural District Council by the Medical
Officer of Health on the drainage of the village of Dilwyn in 1gI0,
but no further steps have been taken.

Kington.

At Eardisley and Pembridge there are broad irrigation systems
of disposal. At Eardisley the Council has resumed the manage-
ment formerly delegated to the Parish Council, and the system
is now working more satisfactorily. A portion of the main sewer
has been relaid. At Pembridge the system is now working satis-
factorily, the control being now in the hands of the Council's
officials. )

Ross.

The systems most common are those of earth and privy
closets. Many of them are somewhat primitive. It is essential
that earth should be as largely used as possible and that the dis-
charge of house drains into roadside ditches should be obviated.

Whitchureh.

Cesspits, earth closets and privies prevail throughout the
district. The larger houses have water closets.

Defects occurring in house drains have called for attention
during the year,



63

There are practically no combined systems of drainage within
the area.

Wigmore.
The systems in the area have worked satisfactorily.
A refuse pit has now been provided for Leintwardine.

DISPOSAL OF REFUSE, Ete.

The proper housing and disposal of all kinds of refuse is
becoming of great importance in the light of our increasing know-
ledge of the possible part that flies play in the spread of disease.

In addition to the common house fly, it would appear that
the blow fly feeds on human faecal matter. It is very partial to
all kinds of fruit, especially if over-ripe, and in this way the germs
of disease may be quickly conveyed from excrement to food.

This has a very practical bearing on the proper and frequent
disposal of refuse. It is also a very strong argument why, in the
dry method of excrement disposal, so prevalent in this county,
earth should be always used. In the Rural Districts refuse is
apt to be allowed to accumulate and ferment, instead of being
frequently removed away from dwellings, and in consequence
flies are bred by the million.

Public scavenging is carried out in the Urban districts, and
house refuse is removed once or twice weekly. In Hereford City
all owners of new houses are required to supply regulation ash-bins.
In Ross Urban a refuse destructor has been installed at the
Council's depot capable of dealing with the town's refuse, but
it appears not to be in use.

The removal of house refuse is not undertaken by any of the
Rural District Authorities. :

Offensive trades are few in number.

THE MILK SUPPLY.
DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, Ete.

Most of the milk produced is consumed in the County. A
considerable quantity, however, is sent outside the County to
London, Worcester, Malvern, Abergavenny, Abertillery, Birming-
ham, Newport (Mon.) and Tenbury.
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Regulations under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops
Orders, 1885, have not been adopted in some of the districts, [t
1s highly desirable that this should be done.

It ought to be considered no hardship for the producer of such
an important article of diet as milk to have his cowsheds con-
structed and kept in a way which is likely to give rise to no con-
tamination.

Many of the District Medical Officers advocate more attention
to the keeping clean of the foldyard.

The removal of quantities of manure to a reasonable distance
from the cowshed, and the carrying away adequately of the liquid
manure and rain water which augments it, are the elements of
cleanliness where milk is concerned. :

It is not generally realised that milk should be produced
by milkers with clean hands and clean clothes. In the model
dairy farms of some Counties special printed rules are hung up
in every cowshed insisting upon the milkers thoroughly washing
their hands and the udders of the cows before milking. Special
clean linen overalls are also supplied for them to put over their
ordinary clothes. x

Only by attention to details of this kind can one hope to get
milk free from sediment, and, it may be, the germs of disease.

The London County Council (under their General Powers Act,
1g07) have power to examine any churn of milk arriving in London
and to send their Veterinary Inspectors into various County areas
supplying milk to the Metropolis with a view to the detection
of tuberculous cows. It seems, however, that only a very small
quantity of milk leaves this County for London, and so far as I am
aware no sample has been under suspicion.

INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICTS.

The amount of systematic inspection and work performed
by the Sanitary Inspectors is shown in the accompanying Table.

A Report showing the work of every Inspector in the County
has been received. Many of them give evidence of a large amount
of work being performed, and are, in fact, valuable supplements
of the reports of the Medical Officers of Health.
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CorxTY OF HEREFORD.

Ngmuar, - | s
Nume of Article 3‘;;|H'G1nulna g:nml Remarks
Taken | 1
(L AOIE:  aaananerrass] OO 42 1 11 {1) *Five samples lTE!,‘g_E':}I:
: 6%, 89%. 10%, 109, de.
ficient in fat. No action
taken. I
One sample was 5% de-
ficient in solids, not fat,
No action taken.
£ One sample 1479 added
water—fined 6s. 8d. costs
One 159, added water—
fined 5s. and 9s. costs.
One 3.39), added water—
fined £l and 93, costs,
One 169, added water.
No action taken.
One 79, added water—
fined 3s. and 8s. costs.

B2} Batisr . ...ceseaserees] 22 21 1 |(2) Seven contained Boracic
preservatives ranging from
an equivalent of .11 to .349),

. Boric Acid.
- One with 16.11 of water
was taken informally. A

{3) Margarine < 1 second sample was found

{4) La Rt e L e 3 genuine.

[5) Cheese ... ....cceces. + 3 1 (3) One a skim milk cheese
contained only 6.759; of

(G} Vinegar ....cccoend 2 2 fat.

) Bepper ...oinill + 4

(8) Ground Ginger ...... 1 1

O] SUgar ...cciiviaisinnd & 4

{10) Cotoa ..ocveriivevarsnss o 1 1 (10) One sample contained

: 459, added sugar and 259,

{11) Muastard ............ 1 1 starch. Fine £l and

(12) Precipitated Chalk 1 1 12s. 6d. costs.

(13} Coffes  oiiiciniim 1 1

(14) Arrowroot ...c..... 2 2

TOTALS  wicvvansdd 101 B7 14
CiTv¥y oF HEREFORD.

R o S 15 1 {1} The adulterated sample
contained 5.59; added
water and .0149; Boric

; Acid. Vendor cautioned.

() Cream ..iceeesiel 3 | 8 (2) One was of good quality

(3) Cream (preserved) | 35 | ) as regards fat, the other

(4) Cream (sterilized) | 1 | 1 two contained only 309,

(5] Butter ...............] 100 | 10 and 339 fat each. 3

(B) Margarine ........., 3 3 Four purveyors of milk

(7) Lar iasessmasassszsl D 5 were cautioned for contra-

(8) Cheese ............... i 8 8 vention of Sec. 9 of the

[ 2 B e e I | 2 2 Sale of Food and Drugs

(10) Baking Powder ... 1 1 Act, 1899,

(11} Mustard ...........] 4 4

(12} Caffes ... .......... 1 1

{131 F]DL’-I PEFEFATRANEERRS 3 3

(14) Spirits ......ceiveense 4 4

(13) Drugs ...............| 4 4

(16} Pepper ..ccocovvneees| B 6

(17) Vinegar ............ 1 1

ey o AN W i | 76 1
GRAND TOTAL FOR
ADMINTISTRATIVE CoUntTy] 178 | 163 15

Of the total number of samples 579, were taken by the County Executive

Authority.
was 8.49.

The proportion of adulterated samples to the total nmumber

* These two adulterated samples were taken informally and consequently

no proceedings could be taken.

-
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On August 6th, 1912, the Local Government Board issued
¢ The Public Health (Milk and Cream) Regulations, 1912.”

These came into force in part on October 1st, 1912, and entirely
on January Ist, IQI3.

It is recommended “ that the County Medical Officer of Health should
be instructed to exercise general supervision over the action taken in pur-
suance of these Regulations and that the Officer of the Council who directa
sampling under the Food and Drugs Act should be instructed to confer with
the Medical Officer of Health and with the Public Analyst as to the details
of procedure necessary to secure the observance of the Regulations in the
area over which the Council has supervision.”

A recommendation to this effect has been made by the Public
Health Committee to the Standing Joint Committee, but so far
no action has been taken by the latter Committee.

No co-operation between the Committees exists, and the
Medical Officer of Health exercises no supervision. It would
appear from the Reports of the Standing Joint Committee that
the Public Health (Milk and Cream) Regulations, 1912, have not
yet been put into force.

'COUNTY AND CITY LABORATORY.

The Laboratory for the use of the County and City at 132,
St. Owen Street, Hereford, was opened in April, 1913

The amount of work carried out increased greatly during
1914, and the laboratory still continues to be more extensively
taken advantage of. =

It is fully equipped for the following investigations :—

Chemical examination of water.

Bacteriological examination of water.

Bacteriological examination of milk.

Bacteriological examination for Diphtheria, Enteric
Fever, Phthisis, &c.

Microscopical examinations for Skin Diseases.

Centrifugalising milk for deposit and examination for
- Tubercle Bacilli.

7. Examination of Films, &c.

;e b

oo,
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" The following work was carried out during the year 1914 :—

SPECIMENS,
Con- |
Chemical. No. i#ammafgd. : Passed.
Examinations of potable waters| ,g 16 l 10
3 po [ WS } 8 | Part of an i-rnvestigatiun.
water '
Bacteriological. “ .
Examinations of potable waters| ¢ | 1 5
& ,» River Wye) | FEhTE
e } Part of an i'nvestigation.
i
M 15
~ Positive. Negative.
Microscopical. !
Examinations for Bacillus Diph- |
therie 2ok i -l 227 47 180
Examinations for Bacillus
Tuberculosis (sputum) | 179 || 42 137
Examinations for Bacillus |
Tuberculosis (milk) ... 9 ] 9
Examinations for Bacillus
Tuberculosis (urine) ... o 1 0
Examinations for Bacillus |
Anthrax R o 2 o
Examinations for Bacillus
Typhosus “... S T I I
Examinations for Ringworm 2 2
Examinations of Cysts, Ab-
scesses, &c. ... el 3 3 o
Total | 425 98 !I 327
. .
GRAND TOTAL ... 457 115 342
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THE MIDWIVES ACT.
Administration.

The Midwives Committee supervise the administration of
this Act. The visiting of the midwives is carried out by ap
Inspector and her Assistants.

Miss Boden, the Inspector, is at the same time Superintendent
of the County Nursing Association, and her Assistants, Miss Nesbitt
and Miss Mathieson, take part in the work of both Authorities,

They are also the servants of the County Council in so far
as they carry out duties in connection with the County Tuberculosis
Scheme.

The County Medical Officer superintends the general routine
of work, gives advice, and presents the report on the Inspector’s
work to the Committee quarterly. Miss Boden and her Assistants
have again carried out their duties most energetically during the
year.

From the summary found below, which Miss Boden has pro-
vided, it will be seen that the work under the Midwives Act is
‘most zealously carried out. On the occasions when visits are
made, the bag and apparatus of the midwife are scrutinised, register
examined, and much good advice tendered.

When occasion offers, the Inspectors accompany the midwife
to the case she may be called to or attending, and in this way the
value of her advice has been much enhanced. Incases of emergency
visits are made specially.

It is found that the trained women give little or no trouble
compared with those who are registered as bona-fide midwives.
During the year 137 midwives gave notice of their intention to
practice.

Midwives Practising in the County.

Urban.
Hereford City .. £ i . I R |
Ross £ e L i = 3 i 6
Leominster 5 o Ky s i - 1
Ledbury .. L= = = o e - ;
Kington .. b - e - - i
Bromyard Sy S - i 2

.






Orleton .. v aa ae s 4 = I
Pipe and Lyde o s = - . 1
Peterstow e .o e . . .o 1
Pontrilas .. - S i - on . 3
Putley .. . - .a S o s 2
Pencrai . ois . e = . I
Pmbn.' ge *® & & @ L ] L g L] - w l
Patﬂmhmh - - = - - - . - . L 1
mwlﬁmnﬂ - ow - -w -+ L 1
Stoke Lacy - . .e aa - e 1
Shucknall Hill .. 4t o - o o I
Steens Bridge : i i - o =2 1
Stretton Sugwas o o . 2 - 1
Staunton-on-Wye . . s . e 1
Stockton .. - .e ‘e . . - 1
Tarrington e i - - = It
Upton Bishop .. o - - - i 1
Vowchurch = . . . . - 1
W &ut{m-u.mier-Peu_} ard o 2 = <z 1
Wacton CGreen .. 2 E i -t — 1
Withington « e < s = 2
Weobley - o - e 1
Whitbourne i 2 s o L ae 1
Woolhope i v o e S 3
Yarpole - e e e oot 1
Total - = oo s 137

Summary ol the Inspector's Work from January ist to December 31st, 1914
Regular Inspections of ll.'ldwivaa 2 L e .. 289

‘Eema.! Visitz of Enquiry : e 43
sits to Non-registered Women r-eparted to ba Pmﬂtlalnh 5
Letters and Notifications sent out .. e o «= 48l
- Notifications received—
* Intention to practise " o i A -« 149
“Of sending for Medical Ha[p 5 o o ee « 240
* Of Still-births 35
Temporary witidrawals on account uf E}mng Mp:}sed to io-
fection =0 - = 2 o 11
Di.se:'. Remt'sre:d. Total.
SB‘PLiG C‘aﬁ% - - - l. - 4 - o

Midwives practising :—
Number of Trained Midwives working under Loeal Nursing

Associations affiliated to the Count . Nursing Association 35

Trained Midwives working under Local Associations not affi-
liated to the County Nursing A=sociation .. .e .. 6
Trained Midwives practising on their own account .. . 18
Bﬂnﬂ‘ﬁf]ﬂ Jﬂdwivm LR LR LR E LI L TS
Total .. =i : T X

-

In addition to the above list Trained Midwives from other
Counties who take holiday and emergency work in the Coun'r,
receive routine inspection.

"
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During IgI4 two mnew districts, viz., Ledbury and Leint-
wardine, have been formed and affiliated to the County
Association. -

During the year the Nurses working under affiliated Local
Associations have attended :— -

Cases.
& .‘IﬁdWi‘r'"EE #EE FER] L @ e o 42?
As Maternity Nurses under Medical Practitioners... I00

—_ =

Fotab* fooie s o 4
Four County Nurses finished training during 1914.
One of these began work in the newly formed district of Leint-
wardine, affiliated to the County Nursing Association.

The other three have filled vacancies caused by resignations.
Four Nurses were in training at the end of the year.

(Stgned) A. BODEN,
Inspector of Midwives.

It will be observed that these figures show a large amount
of good work performed during 1914.

The actual number of practising Midwives in the County is
three more than last year. It is very desirable that additions
should be made to the number of trained Midwives, as it is to
be expected that the number of bona-fide women, many of whom
are well advanced in years, will decrease yearly. :

Unregistered DMidwives.

Continuous efforts have been made during the year to stamp
out the practice of unregistered women, and in several instances
by frequent warnings and visits a measure of success has been
attained.

They are no doubt becoming fewer in number, and those
remaining, who are suspected of practising, are very difficult to
deal with owing to the fact that they receive a certain amount
of protection locally. The fact that they are tempted to practise
at all is very largely due to the inadequate supply of registered
women in-their district.
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Puerperal Infection.

With reference to the five septic cases which were reporteq
to the Inspector during the year, one death occurred. Strict
precautions were taken in each case, and the Midwives withdrawn
from practice. '

The number of cases returned by the Medical Officers of Health
as notified during the year is four, whereas the Local Government
Board returns give five as the numnber.

The total number of deaths from puerperal fever during the
year is returned as three, so that two evidently did not occur in
the practice of Midwives.

Supply and Training of Midwives.

It is gratifying that two new districts have been started
during the year, and with Midwives affiliated to the County
Nursing Association.

The number of Midwives practising in the County is three
in excess of last year.

There are several other areas where trained women are much
wanted, and it is highly desirable that as many suifable women
should be initiated for training as possible. The County Council
give a grant of £150 a year from the Higher Education Funds
towards training women.

As it is to be feared that in future yvears there will be a shortage
of Midwives and in view of the fact that at the present time several
districts are insufficiently supplied and in some cases entirely
without a Midwife at all, it should be seriously considered whether
this grant could not be made on a more liberal scale.

While also it is recognised that the County Nursing Association
is assiduous in seeing that such women receive a suitable training
not only in midwifery but in general nursing, it is evident that
throughout the whole country there is a.tendency towards
demanding that this class of Nurses’ training should be further
extended and amplified. '

In rural counties, especially, it will be most desirable in future
that these Nurses should be qualified to engage not only in Mid-
wifery, but also in School and Tuberculosis work.
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PART II.
I. URBAN DISTRICTS.

EROMYARD.

Meadical Officer of Health :
Hempert Joves, L.LR.C.5.1, D.P.H.

Area (exclusive of water) in acres - e i = o [T
Total population, 1911 Census .. - o e . we 1703
Total population, 1914 (estimated) s .. o e BN LT
Deaths registered in the district during 1914 .. . o £ 35
Nett deaths belonging to district during 1914 .. A 7t Fly 41
1914 1913
Nett death-rate e o =% ok i 23.9 15.1
Infantile mortality .. P s e e Ehens i 1 | 96
Birth-rate - : £ i A r. 15.7 18.0

The Report is printed.
Physical Features.
The highest part of the urban area is about 570 feet above sea level
The geological formation is Old Red Sandstone.
The only industries are a tannery and brick works.

House Accommodation. :

There is no crowding on area, but overcrowding of persons in houses
is not unusual.

There iz an absence of damp courses, and the existence of defective
eaves gutters and porous walls renders houses damp.

The old houses require constant repair.

The building bye-laws in use want revising.

Sewerage and Drainage.

Plans for a complete system of sewerage for the town have heen con-
sidered by the Council years ago.

Much of the sewage discharges into the river direct or through th-
medium of an open ditch.

It is considered advisable that the privy closets in the centre of the
town should be replaced by water closets. .

No new work appears to have been undertaken during 1914.

The Council are stated as now seriously considering a scheme of sewaZs
treatment.

Scavenging.
Scavenging of streets and the removal of refuse is carried out by the
Council.
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Physical Features.

The City lies in a basin on a gravel deposit made up chiefly of Old Req
Sandstone and Corn stone, with smaller amounts of Silurian pebbles ang
Trap rocks. On the lower levels are found beds of alluvium. The averag
Beight above sea-level is 180 feet.

Housing.

Extensive inspection haa been undertaken during the year, elaborate
details of which are set forth in the Report.

The main defects encountered are dampness, general dilapidation of
doors, walls and ceilings, insufficient ventilation and insanitary surroundings
in connection with conveniences, drainage and paving. The majority of
defects wers remedied without the making of closing orders. A good deal
of work has been carried out under Section 15 of the Housing and Town
Planning Act, 1909. A municipal scheme for erecting 62 houses has been
carried through, a loan of £12,000 having been obtained subsequent to a
Local [}m-ermn_ent Board inquiry held in March, 1914.

Sewerage and Drainage.

Four clinker beds are in use and a fifth is still in course of construction.
Negotiations have been carried out for the Asylum sewage to drain into
the City sewers.

Scavenging.

Owners instead of occupiers of existing houses and business premises
are now required to provide galvanized iron receptacles with proper lids
and coverings for house refuse.

During the year 369, of the town's refuse was disposed of at the
destructor. This included a large amount of animal and vegetable matter
from shops, slaughter-houses, ete.

Water Supply.

All four sand-filter beds were working during the year, and frequent
. bacteriological analysis has proved the water to be of constantly good
guality. Chemical analysia gave equally good results.

Chemical analyses were made of samples from 2 wells during the year,
both of which were found contaminated.

There are still 71 wells in use, supplying 108 houses.

Supervised Premises. .

Dairies and Cowsheds.—Two informal notices were served in respect
of paving, drainage and water supply.

Frequent visits wers made to milkshops, cowsheds and dairies durinz
zhe year. Attention was drawn twice during the year to the regulaticns
s=garding lime-washing.

Pigstyes.—Attention has been devoted to these during the year.
Nuisances arise from time to time.

T
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Physical Features.
Though urban in a sense it is largely rural in character.
The area depends on agriculture as practically the only industry.

Housing.

There are more small dwelling houses to let than there were, but as
* present conclusions cannot be drawn.
Much has been done without the issuing of closing orders.

Water Supply. .
There are three sources. (1) General supply by a private Company,
(2) The public supply from a pump at the Crcss. (3) The other scurces

are shallow private wells.

Sewerage and Drainage

The general system is working satisfactorily.

Several old privy closets hate been converted during the year.
Supervised Premises.

Slaughter-houses have been inspected irequently and found in a satis-
factory condition.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.—There are 7 registered, and they
have been frequently visited and are satisfactorily kept.

Common Lodging-houses.—The one house of this class is unsatisfactornly
kept. Alterations have been carried out in the privies.

Bakehowses.—The six bakehouses are esatisfactory on the whole.

Factories and Workshops.—No defects, other than minor ones, have besn
found during the year.

Offensive Trades.—None.

Schools.
Their condition is satisfactory.

Infectious Disease.
The Hospital received no case from the Urban area during the year.

LEDBURY.
Medical Officer of Health :
J. McKEaw Harrisox, M.B., B.Ca.

Area (land and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census .. ™ dv 499
Total population, 1911 Census .. e s = -1 ee 3,358
Total population, 1914 (estimated) .. i o v e 3,300
Deaths registered in the district during 1914.. = e .- 53
Nett deaths belonging to the district during 1914 .. = o 38
: 1914 1913
A TSR 1 1 14.2
Infantile mortality e e S e e || 49
Birth-rate .. .. S i T RN 23.9

The Report is printed.
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X LEOMINSTER.
Medical Officer of Health :
Rosert Witirass, M.B., C.AL

Area (land and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census .. P s 8798
Total population, 1911 Census .. e g ST = 5,737
Total population, 1914 (estimated) .. - r i ae 5708
Deaths registered in the district during 1914. . 4 i 5 9]
Nett deaths belonging to the district during 1914 .. 3 i 84
1914 1913
Nett death-rate .. A 4 o i o 14.7 9.0
Infantile mortality i “ “e e S HR
Birth-rate .. =t L - e o 21.4 21.9

The Report is printed.

Physical Features.
The area consists of the Borough proper and the Qut-parish.
The district around is purely agricultural, and the only trades are those

incidental to such a district.

Housing.
Nine cottages have been built through private enterprize, but morm

are required before undesirable ones can be dealt with.
The Council are considering the building of & number of cottages.
Defects in structure are common and some overcrowding oceurs.

Water Supply.

The source is a deep well in the meadow between the Rivers Lugg and
Pinzley. ;

The supply is reported as satisfactory.

The out-parish is supplied by shallow wells.

Sewerage and Drainage.
The sewage falls into the River Arrow.
The few houses unconnected with them have earth closets or cesspools.
In the Out-parish closets, cesspools and privies exist.
House refuse is removed twice weekly.

Supervised Premises. :
The Slaughter-houses have received constant attention, and their con-
dition is satisfactory. :
Cowsheds.—The Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders are in force.
The 19 dairies and cowsheds have been inspected and found mainly 9
be in good order. :
Lodging-houses. None.
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II. RURAL DISTRICTS.

BREDVWARDINE.
Medical Officer of Health :
Taomas E. Hiwcegs, M.B., CaB.

Area (land and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census .. - «s 17,988
Total population, 1911 Census .. Lok o = o 1,995
Total population, 1914 (estimated) R s Fi o 1,963
Deaths registered in the district duning 1914 ce g A 24
Nett deaths belonging to district during 1014, . e 8 .25
1914 1913
Nett death-rate .. aa — < = e 12.7 14.6
[ufantile mortality = 23 =5 sk i 27 L0
Birth-rate .. . . o - F s i 18.8 15.2

The Report is print

Physical Features.
The district is on the western border of the county, and is well watered

by the Wye. ’
Agriculture i3 the main industry.
Housing.
The accommodation is adequate, and in the main satisfactory.

Sewerage and Drainage.

There is no combined system of drainage in the district. No nuisances
have arisen.

Generally speaking privy pits prevail.
Water Supply.

There are several combined supplies. The chief sources are wells and
springs, and are satisfactory. One complaint has been attended to.

Supervised Premises.

Workshops.—No reference.
Dairies and Cowsheds.—The dairies have been inspected and have been

found clean and satisfactory.

Slaughter-houses.—These have been periodically inspected.

Commaon Lodging-houses,—There are none.
Schools.

The five elementary schools in the district are in a good sanitary con-
dition and have adequate water supplies.
Infectious Disease. -

Two cases of Scarlet Fever were removed to the Hay Isolation
Hospital during the year.
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BROMYARD.
Medical Officer of Health :
Herpert Joxes, L.R.CS.I, D.P.H.

Area (land and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census .. s .. Bl047
Total population, 1911 Census .. i o a e b 7,931
Total population, 1914 (estimated) .. o = — ) 7.830
Deaths registered in the distriet during 1914.. = =& -5 1040
‘Nett deaths belonging to district during 1914 e e = 101
: 1914 1913
Nett death-rate .. = 4 et e i 12.9 13.2
Infantile mortality o ae - % e 99 30
Birth-rate .. . - N . .o 20.6 21 1

The Report is printed.

Pnysical features, etc.

The district is hilly.

The chief geological formation is Old Red Sandstone.

The principal industry iz agriculture.

There are also quarries and brickworks and to a small extent glove
making.
Housing.

There is no crowding on area, although overcrowding of persons in
houses is cccasionally found.

Dampness is common. .

There is a dearth of houses in many parishes. There are no buildiag
bye-laws in force in the district.

Sewerage and Drainage.

No general system of drainage exists in any part of the district.

Most of the cottages have privy closets, but there are a few pail and earth
closets in use. _

Drains from eottages commonly discharge into roadside ditches.

The Council does not undertake the removal of house refuse.

Water F;uppl_m
Many cottages rely upon springs or dip wells, at some considerable
wdistance away, for their supply of water. .
There is an absence of pumps in many parts.

Supervised Premises.

Dairtes and Cowsheds.—Except in a few instances, actual structurad
alterations are not required. The main defects, it is pointed out, exist in
the foldyard, want of rain gutters and in the over accumulation of manum

- close to the buildings ; also in the want of cleanliness in cows and in milkinz.
1t is considered advisable that Regulations under the Dairies, Cowsheds and
Milkshops Orders should be adopted.
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Slaughter-houses.—The slaughter-houses, three in number, are fairly
«atisfactory and fairly well constructed.

Blacksmiths Shops.-—3luch better kept than formerly.

Bakehouses.—The public bakehouses are well kept and good
structurally. :

Common Lodging-houses and Offensive Trades.—There are none in the
district.

Hop-pickers’ Quarters.—Bye-laws for the control of such are not in

force.
The general condition of the quarters during 1914 was considered to

be better.
It is considered highly desirable that Bye-laws be adopted.

Schools,
Special notice is taken of objectionable privy closets at several schools.

Permissive Powers.,

The Acts not adopted and bye-laws not made are detailed.
A Report by the Sanitary Inspector is given.

DORE.
Medical Officer of Health :
HerperT Jones, L.R.C.8.1., D.P.H.

Area (land and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census .. e .. 88,057
Total population, 1911 Census .. . s - e _ 6,491
Total population, 1914 (estimated) 2 E e i ue - 6,410
Deaths registered in the district during 1914 .. o ok s 83
Nett deaths belonging to district during 1914 . s ‘s 95
1914 1913
Nett death-rate .. o - L T . 14.8 13.5
Infantile mortality i A e y . 53 29
Birth-rate .. : o w3 - . 20.7 21.4

The Report is printed.
Physical Features.

The most prominent hills are the peaks of the Black Mountains, which
in places rise to over 2,000 feet. It is well watered.

Geologically the formation is mainly Old Red Sandstone, and for the most
part the sub-soil is sandy.

The chief industry is agriculture, also a few works, such as brick works,
cheraical works, and flour mills.
Housing.

There is no crowding of houses on area, and only rarely overcrowding
“f persons in houses. Constant repairs are necessary to keep existing
tottages habitable.

There are no building bye-laws in force in the district.
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Sewerage and Drainage.
: Thera iz combined drainage for colonies of houses in several place
Otherwise slop water drains usually discharged into ditches.
The conversion of the old privy closets into earth closets is kept in vi,,
No scavenging is undertaken by the Council.

Water Supply.

There are combined supplies in several parishes, but the chief sourpe
are wells and springs.

It is considered very desirable that a supply should be provided i,
bouses on Garway Hill and to other houses in Orcop parish.

Supervised Premises. .

Dairies and Cowsheds.—There are six on the register and they are kep:
only in fair condition.

Regulations for such are in force.
_ The Slaughter-houses, five in number, are satisfactory on the whole, and
well kept.

It is recommended that Urban powers be applied for to enable such
premises to be registered and controlled by bye-laws.

The Bakehouses are fairly =atisfactory, though they require constant
inspection.

Common Lodging-houses and Offensive Trades.—There are none in the
district.
Schools.

No reference.

Infectious Disease.

There is no Infectious Hoapital suitable for the district.

The. Acts and bye-laws which have not been adopted are detailed, also
an account of the work of the Sanitary Inspector.

HEREFORD.
Medical Officer of Health :
Hereert Joxes, L.R.C.5.1., D.P.H.

A:ﬁﬁ fland and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census.. i .. 65,660
Total population, 1911 Census .. A s S e e L
Total population, 1914 (estimated) .. & e A .. 13,704
Deaths registered in the district during 1914 o TR 153
Nett deaths belonging to the district during 1914 .. < i 140

: g 1014 1913
Nett death-rate .. TS G o i dee 10.2 14.9
Infantile mortality g o = L 31 102
Birth-rate .. e i

e IR S CMEE T 20.6
The Report is printed. :
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There are 24 hop-yards in the district, in which foreign pickers apy

employed.

Tants and F'a-m;.—BJre-ln.nfu were made in 1912

Schools.

The sanitary condition of the schools is considered to have lmproved

during the past few years.

Several have still attached to them offensive privies.

Isolation Hospital.

Negotiations have taken place between the District Council and the
Ledbury Rural and Urban Distriet Councils with a view to lﬂtl-lng out beds

to the latter on certain terms.

A note on the Permissive Powers adopted and not adopted by the Counci
follows. There is also a statement of work carried out by the Sanitary

Inspector.

EKINGTON.

Medical Officer of Health :
Ricrarp Harnmva, L.R.C.P., L.F.P.5.

Area (lend and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census ..

Total population, 1911 Census .. ik £
Total population, 1914 (estimated) == e
Deaths registered in the district during 1914..
Nett deaths belonging to district during 1914

Eﬂtt dﬁﬂ-lh‘l‘ﬂlﬂ o . w . . -

Infantile mortality o ot i
Bi.l‘th-mtﬂl & - CaL & L] "

The Report is printed.

Physical Features.

1914
20.6

13.6

44,031
4,904
4,914

57

1313

L4.1
119

18.6

" .

The area is flat to undulatory, and has the characteristics of an agn-

cultural district, with only three or four compact villages.

Housing.

At present it is undesirable to be definife regarding the scarcity or other
wise of cottages. A few cottages have been built, but there are also a fo®

vacant.

Three cases of overcrowding have been remedied.

Sewerage and Drainage.

The two disposal works (broad irrigation) which serve the two villace
communities—Pembridge and Eardisley—are now under the supervision

the Inspector.

Part of the Eardisley Sewer has been relaid.

ol
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The geological formation is chiefly Old Red Sandstone; in the west it
i8 Silurian. The soil is clay with a sub-zoil chiefly of bastard limestone, Tha
chief industry is agriculture, but there are also large mineral water Warks,

vinegar works, ete.

Housing.

There is no overcrowding on area and very little overcrowding of persons
in houses.

Frequent repairs are found necessary to keep them habitable.

A building scheme has been sanctioned for Colwall, but is meantime

postponed. =

Sewerage and Drainage. P

There is combined drainage in three or four parishes. Several privats
houses have small installations.

Earth closets are being much more adopted. :

Water Supply.
The Malvern supply is now available for the parish of Colwall, anl

Mr. Ballard's supply to about 70 houses in Mid-Colwall is derived frum a
spring in the hill-side. There are elsewhere a few combined supplies.
The main source is from deep and shallow wells.

Supervised Premises.
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.—Regulations have been made under

the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders. _
Most of the milk iz sold in the district, a small quantity, however, 20

elsawhere.

The Slaughter-houses are in fair order. Urban Powers have been
obtained with respect to the control of such premises.

ThéBakehouses are well kept.

Cards are placed in each with respect to limewashing, etc.

Common Lodging-housca and Offensive Trades.—There are none in the.
district. - :
Hop-pickers.—The adoption of Bye-laws i;a strongly urged.

Infectious Disease.
There is no Isolation Hospital for the district.
Several cases of Scarlet Fever have been sent to the Heretord Rumd

Instrict Isolation Hospital.

Schools.
. = 1 1=
Two or three schools have no water supply within a considersy«
distance. . ; 3

A section on Permissive Powers is given, and also a Report by
Sanitary Inspector.
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Hop-pickers.—Byelaws for the decent lodging and accommodation
of persons engaged in the picking of hops, fruit and vegetables are now in
force. This has been followed by improved conditions.

Bakehouses.—A card i3 hung up in each giving an extract from the
Factory and Workshops Act, 1901, ensuring greater cleanliness.

Schools.
In some of the schools the sanitary conditions are excellent.

Others have been improved.

Infectious Disease. ’
There is no Isolation Hospital available for the distriet.
A note on Permissive Powers follows, and an account of the work done

by the Sanitary Inspector is given.

ROSS.
Medical Officer of Health :
A. J. Caaepperz, M.R.CS., L.R.C.P.

Area (land and inland water) in acres, 1911 Census .. s .. 81,0063
Total population, 1911 Census .. o A e o e [ e 1
Total population, 1914 (estimated) s = o 123 .. 10,453
Deaths registered in the district during 1914 .. i e - 93
Nett deaths belonging to district during 1914 oE - 38 116
1914 1013
Nett death-rate .. o e = - aa 11.1 15.8
Infantile mortality . o~ ‘e ‘e - 46 T4
Birth-rate .. - = 7 L i 16.7 19.2

The Report is printed.
Physical Features,
Geologically the district is mainly Old Red Sandstone with a sub-soil of

red marl or clay. L
Agriculture is the chief industry.

Housing.

Some progress is being made toward the improvement of the dwellings
of the labouring classes. i

The cases of overcrowding are comparatively few.

Sewerage and Drainage.

There are few public sewers. Excrement and house refuse are disposed
of by the occupiers of houses.

The privy and pail closet system is mostly found.

Water Supply.

The water supply of the district is very various, but is mostly obtained
from wells and springs. Where contamination has occurred it has always
been quickly remedied.






96

Iz sam= nurts they am on the border line between being habitable ang
WIgnsescand.  Lhere are no building bye-laws in force.

Sews—=2= gnd Drainage.
Toew = wcombined system of drainage in the parish of Weobley.
Esewern che drainage discharges into roadside ditches, a practice
whirr swecra e discontinued.
Lgme sowers are on the increase.

Waze Summiv. .

o= = soombined water supply (by stand pipe) in Letton parish.

Tme smwral source in the district is mostly shallow wells of the dry
ST TTh :

¥ = s=usulered important that springs and dip wells by the roadside
showic == xmperiy protected from pollution.

Sups—c=sr T~amises. ;

Jizm=e mui Cowsheds.—DMore systematic and sustained inspection of
powerecs: = mwommended., ;

A& =5 = sent out of the district. It is considered very desirable that
Tecuieso== muer the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders should be
adrrnss :

Simussemiguses.—There ace five in the district, and are kept in a fairly
gons serciuT

Zam=eedoviges —The one house of this elass, situated in the parish of
Werni = mrzer kept than formerly, but there is still room for improve-
men:. TF=—3ws have been adopted.

Finsunsses.—The public bakehouses in the district are kept cleaner than
former= = o is placed in each giving regulations as to limewashing.

Ese—mcuery Quarters.—Bye-laws for the regulation of such are in force.

1 = soosdered that the conditions existing were an improvement on

formeer m=om r

Schons

&= =so+ the privy closets in existence should be abolished and earth
closes suw=iiumed ; at one or two schools, where there are pail closets, earth
Eouir = =i

Imfe-imes JTisease.
4> sesement exists between the Council and the Hereford Rursl
Diis—i~ ===l for the isolation of cases at their hospital at Stretton Sugwas.
£ 32 = Premissive Powers and an account of the Sanitary Inspector's
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TADLE - B.
Deaths in each District classified according to npes. (Tables I and 111 L.G.1B)
Also Arca, Population, Birth and Death Rates, ete,

= | _ o] Death from all causes at subjoined ages.
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URBAN. : _ _
Bromyard ... .. .o 218 | 1703 | 1716 | 27 |1s5.7] ai #3.0| 3 2 1 2 i 5 | 27
Hereford City ... ..| 5031 | 22568 | 22081 |440 | 191 349 | 15.2 | 47 12 5 15 41 88 | 141
Kington ... ... h 857 1819 1779 ddat 9o 2l 1.8 0 0 0 1 1 6 13
Ledbiy = Sodni ol yng 3358 3300 57 16,8 a8 11.2 4 6 0 0 4 9 15
Leominster ... .., 8728 | 5737 o708 1122 |21.4| 84 |14.7| 14 5 2 2 7 12 42
T TR A R (e | 4682 4747 B8 | 18.6 | 65 | 13.7 9 3 1 3 5 14 30
Totals for Urban Areas| 15864 | 30867 | 40311 | 768 19.1 | 598 | 14.8| 77 28 9 23 59 | 134 | 268
RURAL.
Bredwardine .., ...| 17088 1995 1963 37 | 18:8'] 25 ] .12.7 1 0 0 1 1 7 15
Bromyard ... ... ...| 61047 7931 B30 1162 |20.6|101 |12.9| 16 4 1 5 9 17 50
Dote .o il wee vy @808 6491 6410 1133 | 20.7| 95 | 14.8 7 1 3 4 8 29 43
Hereford ... .. ..165669 |13507 |13704 |225 |16.4 | 140 |10°2| 4 9 3 0 % T R B
Kington ... ... ..l! 44031 4996 4914 {101 | 20.6| 67 | 13.6 5 5 0 0 4 12 41
Ledbury ... .. .. 49867 9059 | 9056 | 161 | 17.8 | 133 | 14.6 | 15 6 2 4 13 33 60
Leominster ... ...| 55492 7915 7915 1156 | 19.7 | 101 | 12.8 6 4 3 0 12 16 | 60
Ross ... .. .. .. 61068 | 10421 | 10455 | 175 16.7 | 116 | 11.1 8 2 1 3 11 31 GO
Weobley ... .. ..|49727 | 6699 | ee24 | 133 |20.1]| 97 | 14.86 | 10 2 3 2 3 19 58
Whitchurch ok, wan) 11510 1526 1520 a1 | 20.4| 27 | 17.8 3 1 a 2 2 - 5 11
Wigmore ... ... ..| 38609 3772 | 3652 74 | 20.3]| 40 | 11,0 4 1 1 1 1 9 23
Totals for Rural Arens |523060 | 74402 | 74043 |1388 18.7 | 942 |[12.7 | 82 34 20 24 75 | 211 | 496
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RURAL DISTRICTS.
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