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To the Chairman and Members fo the

Hebburn Urban District Council.

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit to you my Seventh Annual
Report upon the Health and Sanitary Condition of the Distriet for
the Year 1908.

From a Statistical point of view the report is most
satisfactory.

The Birth Rate was 342 per 1,000 per annum, a slight
decrease as compared with 1907, which was 35'3 per 1,000 per
- annum, and equal to that of 1906.

The Death Rate was 13-1 per 1,000 per annum, the lowest
Death Rate ever recorded for the district.

The Infantile Mortality Rate is 1275 per 1,000 births, the
lowest Rate ever recorded for the district.

There were 22 deaths from Diarrhecea as compared with 9
for 1907, and 38 for 1906.

: The Zymotic Death Rate was 1:74 per 1,000 inhabitants as
compared with 168 and 2-3 per 1,000 for 1907 and 1906.

There were 126 cases of Infectious Diseases notified, in-
cluding Pulmonary Tuberculosis (Phthisis) of which 26 were
notified, and 59 of the cases were removed to and treated in the
Isolation Hospital.

On July 14th, 1908, and subsequent dates Dr. R. T. Reece,
one of the Local Government Board's Medical Inspectors visited
our district to inquire into and report to the Board on the Sanitary
Circumstances of, and administration in, the Hebburn Urban
Distriet, with special reference to the Housing accommodation
generally.
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Annual Medical Report.

The Urban District is situated in the Jarrow Sub-District of
the South Shields Registration District, in the North-Eastern
portion of the County of Durham. The Urban District of Felling
adjoins its Southern and the Municipal Borough of Jarrow its
Eastern boundry. It is on the right bank of the River Tyne which
forms its Northern and Western boundaries.

GEOLOGY :—The District is situated on the Boulder Clay
overlying the Coal Measures.

AREA OF THE DISTRICT 1354-415 acres

Avea of the District (Exclusive of area covered by water)
11935 acres

The Distriet is divided into Six Wards ; they are as follows:—

AREA IN PopurLa-

AcrEs. TION.
West Ward 267-596 3,512
Central Ward 38:693 3,850
North Ward 185:560 4,246
East Ward 138-396 4 485
Vietoria Ward ... 289-567 2,289
South Ward 434-603 5,193

—— —

Total 1354:415 23,077












Mortality in relation to period of Age and Locality.
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Diseases aggravated by insanitary surroundings, overcrowding,
improper feeding, and undue exposure of infants by negligent,
ignorant and careless mothers.

It is of the utmost importance that you should carefully con-
sider the question of the adoption of the Notification of Births Aect,
1907, and the early appointment of a Female Health Visitor,

A qualified female health Visitor would educate young mothers
how to feed and manage their children, also encourage them to
keep their homes sanitary and free from overerowding.

This in my opinion is the only way in which I can expect the
Infantile Mortality in our district to gradually decrease.

Comparison of Infantile Mortality Rates.

England and Wales ... 121 per 1,000 births.
Rural England and Wales 110 o i
Administrative County of Durham 151 5 »
Hebburn Urban District 1278, )
76 Great Towns 128 % b
142 Smaller Towns ... 124 = -

Zymotic Diseases.

The deaths from the chief Zymotic Diseases were 42 in 1908,
as compared with 40 in 1907, and 55 in 1906.

Comparison of Zymotic Death Rate.

England and Wales ... 1-29 per 1,000 population.
Rural England and Wales ... 0-99 te .
Administrative County of Durham 2-70 x it
Hebburn Urban District . 1-74 ’ a
76 Great Towns 1-59 . .

142 Smaller Towns ... 1-26 4 )2
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The disease was more or less prevalent during the year. In
the North and East Wards it was most prevalent. As compared
with previous years it is most favourable.

There was no special incidence of the disease occurring in
particular schools, or being due to a certain Milk supply; it was
sporadie and oecurred evenly during the year, there was no month
that the distriet was entirely free from if.

The Zymotic Death Rate was 0-:03 per 1,000 population, as
compared with 0-04 in 1907, and 0-08 in 1906.

Whooping Cough.

There were 13 deaths from this disease in 1908, as compared
with 2 deaths in 1907, and 9 deaths in 1906—they were all under
5 years of age. Classified according to locality they oeccurred: 2
each in the West and Central Wards, 1 in the Vietoria, and 8 in
the South Ward.

Diphtheria and Membranous Croup.

There were 3 deaths from Diphtheria as compared with 6
deaths in 1907 and 2 deaths in 1906. Classified according to
locality they occurred as follows :—

Cases Notified. Deaths.

West Ward 2 0
Central ,, 3 1
North ,, 4 0
East i 7 0
Vietoria ,, H 2
South ,, 9 0

Totals 23 3

The Zymotic Death Rate per 1,000 population was 012 as
compared with 0-25 in 1907 and 0-08 in 1906.
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As will be noticed there is an increase of deaths from Diarrhceea
as compared with 1907, and a decrease as compared with 1906.
During the year Diarrhcea was more prevalent in the West and
East Wards.

In 1908 as in previous years the Registrar of Births gave a
leaflet to every mother attending his office—the leaflet contained
instructions upon the rearing and feeding of infants—and during
the months when Diarrheea was prevalent I had posters fixed round
the district and hand-bills distributed from door to door giving
instructions to Parents upon the Feeding and Management of
Children.

The causes of Infectious or Zymotic Diarrhecea are,—Improper
feeding, unsanitary surroundings, and over-crowding.

In my annual report last year I gave a copy of the contents of
the leaflet and advised you to consider the adoption of the Notifi-
cation of Births Act, 1907, etec., ete.

Epidemic Influenza.

There was 1 death from this disease as compared with 4 deaths
in 1907 and 2 in 1906 : it occurred in the West Ward.

Erysipelas.

There were no deaths from this disease as compared with 2
deaths in 1907 and 3 in 1906. Cases notified 18, as follows :—

West Ward %
Central ,, 1
North ,, 3
Hast ¥ i
Victoria ,, 2
South ,, 3

Total 18
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Table I.

ViTaL STaTISTICS oF WHoLE DISTRICT DURING Igo8
AND PRrevious YEars.

Total Deaths registered in

:; . Births, the District. _.'_.EE -g’-': EE Nett deaths
gar— .. lond ‘ea — 352|558 |25 |atall ages
E;‘ n glfafg};m At all ages. %E -:EEE Egﬁ bilgrtlﬁ:fng

23| . 9T w = |SEE| 25| District.
Yar| a5 | 8 | | 5 [ 22| 5 | . |§a|520[FdA

sgl S| 2| 2 |ak| € |4 |R8[s=5sEq B |,

38 | 2 2 |l oal 2 | % |32[z8 |22 | & | &

o'F gl S5lgp 38 | 2 | &

& | g CLERECE B
18g8|19728 718 | 36:3] 110 [I53°2] 307 | 15'5] 2| o | 21 328'166
1899/20154] 738 | 36:6| 130 177°5] 365 | 181 o | 17 | 382|189
190020581 748 | 36°3] 124 165'7| 401 | 19°4| ... | o | 18 | 419/ 20'3
190121007 805 | 38:3| 139 1726) 364 | 17°3] 13 | o | 14 | 378 s
1902(21433| 855 | 39'8] 119 [139'1] 358 | 167 7 I | 22 3?9 17'6
1903[22040| 805 | 36:5| 117 |145°3] 350 | 15'8] 3| o | 24 | 374 16'9
1904[22310| 772 | 34°5| 126 |147°6| 373 | 16:7] 1| o | 14 | 388/17°3
1gos(23021| 765 | 33°2] 106 130°8) 334 | 14'5] 7 1| II | 334414°5
190523336L 814 | 3¢4°8| 131 136°3]| 375 | 160 11 | 1 | 28 | 402|171
1907(23577] 833 | 35'3| 108 |129°6] 342 | 14'5] 6| o | 33 | 375/15'0
SE9 I
§>;[21718 785 (36'1 | 119 |149'7| 356 | 16:4| 5 | ‘3 20 | 375[17°3
252 | '

r
1908(23577] 807 : 34:2] 103 127-5] 311 i 131 10 | 2 | 24 | 333 141
| |

* Rates calculated per 1ooo of estimated population.

Area of District in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) 1193°5

Total population at all ages 20,901
Number of inhabited houses 4,253} ﬁgf(fﬂg;&us
Average number of persons per house 491 Lo

[.—Institutions within the District receiving sick and infirm

persons from outside the District.—None.

1I.—Institutions outside the District receiving sick and infirm
persons from the District.—(1) Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle-
on-Tyne; (2) Harton Workhouse; (3) County Lunatic Asylum,
Sedgefield.

I11.——Other Institutions, the deaths in which have been distributed
among the several localities in the District.—Hebburn Hall
Infirmary.

Union Workhouse not within the District.
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The disinfecting of premises, bedding, ete., as in previous years
is earried out thoroughly and to my entire satisfaction.

Scarlet Fever.

During the year 50 cases of this disease were notified, as com-
pared with 84 cases notified in 1907 and 153 cases notified in 1906.
Classified according to locality they occurred as follows :—

West Ward 2
Central ,, 2
North ,, 19
East s 17
Vietoria ,, 4
South ,, 6

Total ... 00

Of the 50 cases notified 42 cases were removed to and treated
in the Isolation Hospital.

There were 2 deaths from this disease during the year.

As will be noticed from the above, there were fewer cases of
Secarlet Fever as in previous years, the greatest number oceurred in
the North and East Wards.

As to the cause of this disease I could trace no infection
through the milk supplies in the distriet. Contact Carriers in my
opinion being the cause of the various out-breaks which oceurred
evenly throughout the year.

Enteric Fever.

There were 8 cases of this disease notified as compared with 13
cases notified in 1907 and 14 cases in 1906. Classified according to
locality they occurred as follows :—
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Sanitary Inspector’s Report.

To the Chairman and Councillors of
the Urban District of Hebburn.

GENTLEMEN,

I beg to lay before you my Annual Report for the Year
ended 1908.

Infectious Diseases.

I have removed 59 cases to the Infectious Hospital, 36 fewer
than the previous year.

I have also superintended the removal and disinfection of
bedding, clothes, and any articles likely to retain infeetion from 93
houses, and no complaint has been made of either loss or damage
of any articles entrusted to me.

I have made 220 visits to houses where there were cases of
infectious disease but were allowed to remain in their own home.

Disinfectants and bills of instructions as to the use of the same
have been freely distributed, and every precaution taken to prevent
the spreading of disease. 1 have received valuable information
from the School Attendance Officers with respect to sickness
amongst children who were absent from school.

Refuse Disposal.

During the year, about 12,000 loads of refuse has been disposed
of: 1,400 on farm lands, 1,000 in the clay pond at Whinny Lane,
600 in the Park, and the rest has been sent to the sea in hoppers.
A large amount of the rubbish had to be tipped and refilled at great
expense owing to the hoppers not being available when the closets
were being cleaned. Taking the population as being 24,000 this
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During the year 77 Ash-pits have been replaced by 169 Ash-
closets, mostly in the East Ward, that is Frederick, Arthur, and
Harvey Streets, Waggonman's Row, and Chapel Row, and in
addition there are 32 new closets along with a number of water-
closets mostly in the South Ward.

New Houses.

There has been built during the year 32 new houses: in the
North Ward 4, Vietoria Ward 4, and in the South Ward 24, and 28
of them are self-contained and 4 tenements.

Slaugbter Houses.

There are 10 Slaughter Houses in the district, all of which are
private, and although far short of modern requirements, the owners
as a rule try to keep them in as good condition as they possibly can.
The number of cattle slaughtered in these houses at the present
time does not exceed 8 or 10 per week, sheep 18 to 20, and pigs
perhaps 20.

One carcase of beef had to be destroyed. The animal had
been suffering from tuberculosis although nothing was seen to be
the matter with it in life. Connected to these 10 slaughter houses
there are as many retail shops, and in addition there are in the
district 20 shops for the retail of Foreign and Home meat and pork
as follows, namely :—Foreign 12, Home 6, Pork 2.

I visit all of these as often as possible and cannot say but that
they are kept fairly clean, and I believe conducted on fairly honest
principles.

It is a long time since I have had any ecomplaints from any of
the inhabitants in respect to any meat supplied to them.

Cowsheds, Dairies, and Milkshops.

There are 6 Cowsheds in the distriet from which milk is dis-
tributed both wholesale and retail; some of the buildings are old
and ought to be pulled down as they are badly lighted, ventilated,
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and paved. In some of them the drainage is anything but satis-
factory. In two cases the water supply is from wells and drawn by
pumps. A sample has been taken from one of these lately and
found to be free from any contaminating matter,

There are 33 Milkshops in the distriet from which milk is sold
to the inhabitants. T have heard of several samples having been
taken by the County Inspector, but as no prosecution followed I
take it for granted that there had been no reason for complaint.

In addition to the above there are a good many milk hawkers
from other distriets, and I have no doubt but that samples have been
taken from them along with the others, but I am of opinion that the
Local Officials ought to be instructed to take samples when they

think fit.
Bake Houses.

I visit the two Bake Houses (both of which are in the South
Ward) as frequently as possible. In a recent report about these it
was stated there were in fair condition, but the flour of one was
defective, and the ceiling is not lime-washed. Both of the matters
will get my earliest attention.

Lodging House.

There is just one Lodging House in the district. I have had
to complain on one or two oceasions to the Deputy Landlord with
respect to a few minor faults which have always been attended to

when pointed out to him.
Precautions against Infectious Disease,
Lots of infectious bedding stoved or destroyed ... 87
Houses disinfected after Infectious Disease .
Summonses.

Four summonses were applied for and granted, mostly with
reference to insufficient privy accommodation, which, on being
provided the summonses were withdrawn, the owners paying all

the expenses.









