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STATISTICS

The statistics which appear in this report have been compiled
from information received from a number of sources throughout
the year,

The Registrar of Births and Deaths for Heanor supplies a
weekly return giving details of births and deaths occurring in the
area.

Notifications of infectious disease are sent in by Medical
Practitioners and in cases of Tuberculosis sometimes by the Chest
Physicians and Hospital Medical Officers.

The notification of suspected cases is most important, for
~ instance in poliomyelitis, food poisoning and dysentery. Telephone
communications are much appreciated and can save a great deal
of time.

Additional information about infectious disease and un-
diagnosed illnesses comes from hospitals, school teachers, parents,
health visitors and casual conversations.

At weekly and quarterly intervals, details regarding infectious
diseases, births and deaths, are received from the Registrar General.
This enables a watch to be kept on any unusually prevalent disease
in the County, or surrounding districts or towns.

Population.

The population of the Urban District, at 30th June, 19€0,
was estimated by the Registrar General as 24,070—a small increase
on the estimate made at the same time in 1959. (See Table 4),

Births.
366 live births were registered in 1960 giving a crude birth rate
per thousand of the population of 15.21.

This figure when adjusted for comparison purposes by the
application of the comparability factor of 0.98 is 14.91. This is
2.19 per thousand lower than the England and Wales rate (see
Summary of Statistics and Table 4).

It should be noted that the birth rate for the Urban District is
lower than the average for the country. This is at time a when the
birth rate for the country is higher than it has been for some years.
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DISEASE OF HEART AND CIRCULATORY SYSTEM.

131 deaths were recorded in this group, sixty-one males and
seventy females.

Numbers 17-21, inclusive, in Table 5 make up this total which
is 567, of the total deaths recorded.

Twenty-eight deaths were due to vascular lesions of the nervous
system and twenty-five to other diseases of the circulatory system.
Forty were due to coronary disease and thirty-eight to other heart
disease.

CANCER.

Forty-three deaths, twenty-three men and twenty women, make
this the second largest group.

Death rates per thousand of the population from all forms of
cancer are a little lower than the rates for England Wales (see
Summary of Statistics).

Eight deaths, all men, were attributed to cancer of the lung or
bronchus.

Comment in previous years has drawn attention to the statistical
relationship between smoking and lung cancer. There seems little
doubt that heavy cigarette smoking has an association with the
development of cancer of the lung. Appreciation of this has changed
smoking habits in quite a number of people.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is performing quite a service
by keeping up the high rate of tax on tobacco.

Tobacco is a luxury when price level is considered. It is there-
fore a product to be enjoyed. Unfortunately so many people are
heavily addicted to tobacco that they do not enjoy it nor do they
seem able to control the amount they smoke. It cannot be a pleasure
under these circumstances and the money might be used more
usefully on something which is a pleasure.

The coughing and throat clearing which occur amongst these
addicts in early morning business buses and trains is a shocking
exhibition of lack of social manners and lack of realisation of the
effect of too much smoking. This chronic catarrh makes treatment
of lung conditions more difficult and brings with it the possibility
of infections as well as cancer.
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Infectious Disease.

332 notifications of infectious disease were received during the
year.,

The incidence of individual diseases was: Whooping Cough
131, Scarlet Fever 97, Measles 70, Acute Pneumonia 18, Tuber-
culosis 9, Erysipelas 4, Dysentery 2 and Puerperal Pyrexia 1 (see
Tables 7 and 10).

WHOOPING COUGH.

The high total of 131 cases were notified. This follows three
years of low incidence (see Table 10).

All but one of the cases (a person of sixty-nine) occurred in
children of school age and under, the majority of notifications being
received in the last six months of the year. (See Tables 8 and 9).

SCARLET FEVER.

Ninety-seven cases were notified, the majority in children of
school age (see Table 8) and were reported mainly in the early part
of the year.

TUBERCULOSIS,

Nine new cases were notified in 1960—the lowest recorded in
Heanor (see Tables 6 and 7).

Four cases were of a non-respiratory type.

Three cases of respiratory tuberculosis were miners aged
fifty-three, thirty-eight and fourty-nine.

DYSENTERY.

Two cases of dysentery were confirmed in January in children
of nine months and eight years.

Both cases occurred in the same family.

Care of Old People.
ACCOMMODATION.

Much thought is going into the design of bungalows for the
use of old people and disabled people. The Council is most helpful
in this, Once a design is completed with no steps or approach
difficulties consideration of types of equipment is most important.
Many of the points to be considered are well known. For instance
coin meters need easily accessible positions, baths and lavatories
need hand-rails. Taps should be of a type easily controlled b:.r'
persons having difficulty in handling objects.
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A continuous poster board campaign is carried out and leaflets
on many subjects are distributed.

Matters of interest are passed to the Committee from the
various Council Committees.

Health Education.

As seen from other parts of this report considerable work is
carried out in connection with Health Education. Section 79 of
the Public Health Act 1936 gives authority for this.

Apart from matters already mentioned venereal disease was
widely discussed against the background of the reported increase in
cases which was highlighted at the Royal Society of Health Congress
at Torquay in 1960. One is most appreciative of the free and frank
discussion which took place. A great change to the inhibited
attitude of some years ago. A similar atmosphere prevailed when
discussing difficulties experienced in Ladies’ Toilets.

Crematoria.

The report of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
for 1959 gives the following details:—

“The number of cremations continued to increase. From
14,523 in 1938 the figure rose to 57,980 in 1948 and to 166,154 in
1958. As a result of this trend, many burial authorities either
singly or jointly with their neighbours submitted or had under
consideration. propcsals for new crematoria. During 1959 approval
was given for the construction of twenty-one crematoria and nine
approved in earlier years were completed. At the end of the year
there were 117 crematoria in England Wales compared with forty-
one in 1938 and fifty-one in 1948.”

This was considered by the Council but no action was taken.
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TABLE 5

CAUSES OF DEATH

Tuberculosis, Respiratory
Tuberculosis, Other .
Syphilitic Disease
Diphtheria .
Whooping Cough
Meningococcal Infection
Acute Poliomyelitis ..
Measles
Other Infectwa alld Paras:tlc Dlseases
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach ..
Lung, Bronchus
th M Brﬁas"
;i Uterus
Other Malignant and Lymphauc
Neoplasms 2
Leukaemia, Aleukaenua
Diabetes
Vascular Lesions of Nervous Systr.:m
Coronary Disease, Angina :
Hypertension with Heart Disease ..
Other Heart Disease
Other Circulatory Disease
Influenza
Pneumonia
Bronchitis £
Other Diseases of Resmratory S}'stem
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum ..
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea ..
Nephritis and Nephrosis ..
Hyperplasia of Prostate i
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion
Congenital Maiformatmns s
Other defined and Ill-defined Diseases
Motor Vehicle Accidents o«
All Other Accidents ..
Suicide ,
Homicide and Dperatmns of War ..
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Separate records are not kept for Districts by the County
Council so it is not possible to estimate the completeness or other-
wise of the personal protection in any particular district. This
could be done if all record cards passed through the local Medical
Officer of Health's Office before being forwarded to the County
Council.

Local figures can be of great assistance in propaganda and are
of value in case of local outbreaks.

Parents should be aware of the protection afforded by in-
oculation against Tetanus. This is not an unusual disease and
there are fatalities every year. These can occur from the most
unlikely injury.

If a person is not immunised against tetanus, antiserum has to
be given which itself may cause considerable upset and discomfort.
This is avoided by the thoughtful parent by obtaining early full
protection.

We look forward to the day when almost every child is properly
protected against poliomyelitis, diphtheria, whooping cough,
tetanus, and smallpox. Many practitioners give courses of protection
by using effective combined material. This saves many wearisome
trips to the doctor.

Food Poisoning.

Most cases of food poisoning are notified too late. It would
be appreciated if members of the public who suspect that they have
been upset by something they have eaten would get in touch with
my office or with the Chief Public Health Inspector as soon as
possible.

By the time treatment has been started and the vomiting and
diarrhoea has cleared up no organisms may be found and no
specimen of suspected food is available. It is necessary that a
specimen of faeces and vomit and a portion of the food be retained
for examination if the investigation is to have any chance of success.

A successful investigation may prevent someone else from
suffering from unnecessary vomiting and diarrhoea. The Chief
Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health in his report for the
vear 1959 mentions twenty-seven deaths occurring as a result of
food poisoning.
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There is no doubt at all of the tenefits of smokeless zones.
Many prejudices have to be overcome. Unreasoned resistence to
change must be met by continuous propaganda. Of course our
primitive instincts like a blazing fire. But take into consideration
the fact of the housewife’s unnecessary work, the personal poisoning
the family illness, the neighbour off work with bronchitis. Consider
the extra filth during periods of fog.

Is the deposit of heavy loads of dirt from the atmosphere the
reason for depressing grey, fawn and navy raincoats, and officials
in navy blue uniforms? What an improvement if pollution were
abolished and clothing took on a cheerful and gay appearance.
Raincoats could be clean and bright and our many uniformed
services have white or coloured overalls or coats, market stalls
could have gay awnings.

MEASUREMENTS OF ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

The siting of instruments with the assistance of a representative
of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research has been
very useful. Figures are obtained which give, as far as possible,
an average figure for the area.

Itis necessary to know this. However, it still does not tell us what
we wish to know. How bad is the pollution in parts of the area.
It must be worse than the average in areas of congested buildings
and probably less on new estates with widely separated houses
where the dustbin men have to walk a long way.

If we know the worst then we know where attention is needed
first. Winds, drift and other factors enter here.

More sampling is needed to build up pictures of the areas and
to provide a background to measure progress.

VENTILATION.
Much is said about atmospheric pollution in connection with

the external atmosphere and smoke,

The pollution in confined spaces such as meeting places, the
bar, or committee meeting of some body or on social occasions is
often far worse than that met outside in many towns. There is
often no ventilation, windows closed at the beginning of the meeting
will remain closed, if opened they are often closed because of the
draught.

Sources of pollution are tobacco smoking and droplet infection
from people careless of the danger to others (colds, influenza, etc.).
Central heating without ventilation can give rise to stuffiness and
discomfort.
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The fitting of fans, either to draw polluted air out or to push
in warm air are the best means. There must be proper siting of the
fan and it should be possible to regulate the rate of air exchange.
Noise arising from a fan must be considered, and it should be
suitably sited and fixed. It seems not unusual for buildings to be
erected where the designer has no thought of adequate vetilation.
One building known to me which is used by a large number of
children has windows in one wall and the only other source of
ventilation is the door in the opposite wall. For any exchange of
air it is necessary to leave the door open. It must be remembered
that if air is extracted by fans, arrangements must be made for an
equivalent amount of air to be drawn in without causing a draught.

One meeting place had the largest fan available installed.
When switched on it tore down all the Christmas decorations and
pulled all the smoke down two chimneys. Thought, care and
design is needed.

This whole matter was accentuated when attending a public
lunch. The wife of one of the guests told me that her husband
always returns from meetings with streaming eyes. This was because
of the absence of ventilation and the accumulation of tobacco
smoke. There must be times when smoking should be regarded on
the same level as spitting when it 1s performed without thought for
others. No smoking should occur unless there is adequate ventilation.
Cigarette smoking has a close relationship with cancer of the lung.
How far inhaling tobacco smoke is a confined space can produce
lung trouble is not known. Certainly it must influence chronic
bronchitis and asthma.

Housing Standards—Overcrowding.

It is quite obvious that the standards of accommodation laid
down in the Housing Acts are now inadequate.

The health visitor and doctor report cases which in their
opinion are overcrowded. This means to them that it is impossible
to nurse the sick or ill person properly in a separate room or that
there is not sufficient room for a cot for the new baby, or that
children are sharing beds.

Unfortunately babies up to one year old do not count in
assessing statutory overcrowding. Children up to ten years of age
only count as half a person. If modern methods are followed and
the mother tries to take advantage of her training by the health
visitor or from the general practitioner adequate space is required
for the baby before it is one year old.
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Children who share beds do not sleep well. Any minor illness,
restlessness or major illness, produces two upset children instead of
one.

An overhaul of the present statutory overcrowding standards
is required. It is necessary to bring standards into line with modern
practice. Any child of any age should be entitled to adequate and
separate bedroom space and bed space.

Home Safety.
Water Safety.

One of the urgent problems in connection with water safety
is the provision of more accommodation in which children can be
taught to swim and be at home in water. This should naturally
lead to great developments in the world of water sports.

Whilst very young children can be taught to swim and enjoy
water activity by skilled and careful parents an answer is needed to
the question. “*At what age should children to be taught swim 7"

In order that the majority of children should be able to swim
much more provision is needed. If young children of five, six, or
seven, are to be taught then shallow learner baths are required.
Are these best provided in Infant or Junior Schools or best provided
by the Local Authority.

In order that all can have access inside and outside school
hours and that the supervision of conditions be standardised would
it not be wise for facilities to be provided by the Local Authority?
On the other hand provision of more accommodation is very slow
by Local Authorities and learner baths may never materialise
unless provided in schools.

Open air baths are of limited value in a country with poor
weather conditions and are of less value because they can be used
for teaching for only a small proportion of the year. Obviously
shallow learner baths, closed in, used all the year round are a
necessity. The provision of deeper, bigger baths are needed for the
more proficient children and grown-ups, if water sports are to be
developed and encouraged.

The country is very short of sports which can take place indoors
and all the year round.

The closing down of sporting facilities because of weather,
darkness or winter, means more people on the streets or with less
opportunity to amuse or entertain themselves and more time to get
into mischief.
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In the pages of this Report devoted to Housing, will be found
an account of our “stewardship™; I feel sure, and I say this with
due modesty, that we have not been found *“wanting”, particularly
when it is noted that 492 visits were made in connection with 104
applications for grant aid, and that in all, work to the value of
£10,500 was carried out.

Though much was therefore accomplished in the way of
improving the older type of house, there is, however, still much to
accomplish in this particular sphere; the great challenge being to
stimulate the interest and desire of property owners to take advantage
of the Improvement Grant Schemes and in so doing provide the
houses of which they are landlords, with basic modern amenities.

The Report on Slaughterhouses duly received the approval of
the Minister, and the 1st April, 1961, was the date fixed by which
all slaughterhouses had to comply with the Regulations. No doubt
we shall see some reduction in the number of licensed premises,
but at least there will remain the satisfaction of knowing that the
premises still remaining have been brought up to a satisfactory
standard.

In these days of high pressure advertising through the media
of sound and sight, the Health Department no less has a like need
to use display material for the purpose of emphasising various
aspects of environmental hygiene. The Department is handicapped
in this respect by not having available at the Council Offices, suitable
facilities for the display of posters and other information of which
would be of use to the general public.

Mrs. 1. Roe left the Department in July, and I was very sorry
that travelling difficulties had brought this about, since she had
proved most capable and efficient. We were, however, fortunate
in securing the services of Miss D. E. Lomas who had formerly
worked in the Department.

Each succeeding year brings with it new legislation of concern
to your Health Department and in this respect the following might
be mentioned:—

Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960;
The Caravan Sites (Licences applications) Order, 1960;
Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1960;
Noise Abatement Act, 1960.
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The following is a summary of the work done, etc., under the
Discretionary and Standard Grant Schemes.

SCHEME
APPLICATIONS ’-
Discretionary Standard
No. received .. o i 37 r 67
No. refused i s 3] — 2
No. withdrawn ar i — —
No. granted .. 8 36 | 61
No. where work mmpleted s 29 . 61
IMPROVEMENTS | .=

Baths .. o 1% 25 ' 53
Wash-hand basins as ' 25 54
Hot water circulating 5ystems 25 54
W o o i il 23 46
Pantries .. i b 2ol 2 4
Damp-proof courses .. | 11 -
Extra bedroom accommodation | 2 —
Division of large house to form

two separate flats .. i 1 —
Floors .. i i Fi- 5 -
Fireplaces ol o I 22 —
EXPENDITURE ON GRANTS .. = £4,464 £6,034 12 6
Average amount of Grant per |

house i i i £154 £98 18 6

It was still felt that there was a need to continue to publicise
the improvement grant schemes. Hence, to this end a circular
letter was prepared setting out briefly the salient points of both the
Discretionary and Standard Grants, and sent to owners of property
in certain parts of the District. The results so far have been rather
disappointing. Indeed, the greatest problem relating to improvement
grants, is the need to stimulate the interest of owners in improving
dwelling houses of which they are the landlords.

Perhaps a greater return than 8%, on their caplt.al outlay will
be necessary before they will “Grasp the nettle™.

36
























COUNCIL HOUSES

I am again indebted to Mr. M. Gascoyne, Housing Manager,
for kindly supplying the undermentioned details concerning applic-
ations for tenancy of the Council's houses and bungalows:—
APPLICATIONS FOR HOUSES

Number of Householder applicants e R o
Number of Lodger applicants .. e P ) |
— 336
APPLICATIONS FOR BUNGALOWS
Number of Householder applicants o e |l
Number of Lodger applicants .. iia . 38
— 259
Total number of applicants .. 595

When compared with the previous year the number of applic-
ants on the Housing Register has decreased by eighty-four,

RENT ACT

Only three applications for Certificates of Disrepair were
received during the year.

Of these one was refused, and the service of Form J's resulted
in one undertaking by the landlord being accepted and one certificate
of disrepair being issued.

There were no applications for cancellations of certificates.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

During the early part of the year considerable difficulty was
experienced in dealing with an influx of caravan dwellers who
virtually took possession of ““Parliament Square”, Cromford Road,
Langley Mill, and for a time defied all attempts to make them vacate
the site.

These people were undesirables in many ways and did much
to alienate the feelings of local residents.

However, it would appear that the power of “Mother Nature™
proved more persuasive than either myself or the cumbersome
machinery of the Public Health Act, since the threatened flooding
of Parliament Square by the river Erewash, proved sufficient to
make these Caravan dwellers depart for “pastures new”.

Respite from such troubles however, was not long enjoyed,
for after a brief interval, six more trailer-type vans were stationed
on the same site.
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OUTWORKERS

In accordance with provisions of Section 110 of the Factories
Act, 1937, eleven lists containing the names and addresses of sixty-
one outworkers, were received during the year. Particulars relating
to six outworkers residing outside the area, were forwarded to the
local authorities concerned.

A summary of outworkers resident in this district whose names
appeared on the August lists, together with the nature of work, is
set out hereunder:—

No. of Outworkers

Nature of Work No. of Premises  Females
Wearing apparel—making, etc. .. 28 28
Lace, lace curtains and nets e 1 1

29 29
CLEAN AIR

The siting of the instruments used in connection with the
measurement of atmospheric pollution remained the same as in
former years.

The deposit gauge has been situated at No. 20 George Street
Langley Mill, since June, 1958, and hence this period of time should
be sufficiently long enough to give some indication of the grosser
atmospheric pollution in this particular area.

The data so far obtained shows that atmospheric pollution is
slowly increasing as can be seen from the fact that the average
monthly deposit per square mile, in 1958 was approximately 8%
tons: in 1959, 9 tons and in 1960, 10 tons.

The results obtained from the daily smoke filter, sited at the
Department, show that the contamination of the air by the finer
pollutants, remains fairly consistent from year to year.

Details of the results obtained from the deposit gauge and
smoke filter are forwarded each month to the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research.

In turning one’s thoughts to atmospheric pollution in general,
it may well be that the earlier misgivings one had about the establish-
ment of smoke control areas in a colliery district, are not so formid-
able as would first appear.

46
























Some years ago when manpower was short, it was often said
that the older men were the backbone of the Public Cleansing
Service. That was perfectly true, for indeed the service would have
been in dire straits had it not been for their steadying influence and
loyal support.

Of late, however, a new trend has become apparent in that
young men have been attracted to refuse collection work, and,
what is more, have not sought jobs elsewhere after giving “Binning”™
only a few weeks trial.

That augurs well for the future. It cannot be said that difficulties
were experienced during the year owing to insufficient labour being
available. In actual fact, scarcely a week went past without men
calling at the Department seeking employment.

At this juncture I would like to express my appreciation and
thanks to the men and the Foreman, engaged on Public Cleansing
work, who carry out their duties so cheerfully and well.

The change-over from lorries having petrol engines with side-
loading to those having diesel engines and rear loading bodies will
have been completed when the new S and D 16/18 cu. yd. Forde
and Aft tipper ordered towards the end of the year, has been
delivered. The laiger capacity lorry has now become essential to
deal with the increasing bulk of the refuse.

In the past I have commented in my Annual Report about the
need for regular servicing of lorries. It therefore gave me pleasure
and satisfaction when my colleague Mr. Garside, brought such a
system into being. This, together with the skill and enthusiasm
with which Mr. Ken Reed, the mechanic, tackles his work has
already proved a boon.

The purchase of the new depot at Derby Road, Heanor, was a
wise move and much good should come of it. There still remains,
however, much to be done in the provision of necessary facilities.
Indeed, I look forward to the time when each workman has his own
separate locker in which he can keep a change of clothing. 1 would
like to see proper washing facilities provided so that each man
could have a shower at the end of his day’s work, and then don
clean clothes which he had stored in his locker. 1 would like to see
some form of heating in the garage: that is to say either central
heating or individual power points for each lorry so that small
electrical heating units could be used to warm engines overnight
and thereby make it easier to start them from *‘cold” during the
winter months. Much time and money can be lost in having to tow
vehicles to get them started in cold weather.
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The sum of £436 0s. 5d. was paid out in Sickness Benefit
during the year. This compared with the total for 1959 shows an
increase of £53 0s. Od. Ever since 1957 the yearly cost of sickness
payments have steadily increased. The amount for the year under
review is the highest recorded during the last ten years.

The average weekly cost of sickness payments was £8 7s. 8d.

Of the possible number of working hours, sickness and other
absenteeism caused the loss of 8.82% —in other words a loss of
4729.5 hours during the year.

Of the total number of working hours, 7.76%, were lost due
to men being absent on paid sick leave.

On an average two men were absent each working day through-
out the year. This, out of a normal complement of twenty-five men,
left little scope for allocating extra manpower to the three gangs
when necessary.

The following is a summary of sickness payments made during
the last six years.

€ Tl
1960 total sickness benefit paid .. 436 0 5
1959 ,, ' s s | es 283 03
1958  ,, i ot cx ORI
1957 ,, ' w  w e 1ISSEEESE
1956 ,, i S i DRI
1955 ,, ' s s weo SOL SRS

REFUSE DISPOSAL

The two controlled refuse tips, one at Commonside, Heanor,
and the other at Aldercar continued in operation throughout the
year. No trouble was experienced with infestation of crickets at
Commonside, but the Aldercar tip proved very troublesome in
this respect. This may have been due to the fact that the usual
early treatment with insecticide powder was unfortunately delayed,
but even so I do not think I can ever remember a year when crickets
were so ubiquitous as in 1960.

The infestation was eventually brought under control, though
this involved a good deal of time and labour. After one has handled
Gammexane powder all day, one does not get too kindly a reception
when arriving home!!! What a pity it is that this most unpleasant
smell cannot be removed from this otherwise excellent and
effective powder.
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MUNICIPAL DUSTBIN SCHEME

The provision of good storage accommodation at the Derby
Road Depot made it possible for larger quantities of dustbins to be
held in stock. Two gross of bins were ordered at a time, compared
with the previous practice of having only half this quantity.

An innovation during the year was the provision of rubber lids
instead of galvanised, it being felt that in this District where there
are so many shift workers, any reduction in noise would be welcome.
Indeed, in this age of the chattering pneumatic drill, the throaty
belching of the motor bike and the roar of traffic any reduction in
noise, however small, is all to the good.

It surprised me to learn of the favourable comments this action
had aroused.

It is early days yet to hazard a guess how long these rubber lids
will last, compared with the galvanised ones. At the moment I have
a feeling that perhaps the handles might prove the weakest parts.

All bins are 21 cu. ft. capacity, having plain tapered sides, the
latter being embossed with H.U.D.C. and year of distribution.
The marking of lids presented a problem since they cannot be
embossed. This however, was eventually overcome by branding on
the letters.

The following is a summary of the number of replacement bins
supplied since the inception of the Scheme.

Year Bins supplied Rate borne charge

1957 258 1.14d. on the £

1958 604 1.05d. in the £

1959 444 0.92d. in the £

1960 732 1.09d. in the £
SALVAGE

For the year under review the total income derived from the
sale of salvage was £2,081 6s. 8d.

It is pleasing to see that this shows an increase of £98 17s. 10d.
over the income for the previous year, largely due to the fact that
13 tons more waste paper was collected.

The weight of textiles salvaged has practically remained static
at about 6} tons, though the same cannot be said for the price
which dropped from £18 to £14 per ton.
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SALVAGE BONUS SCHEME

The total amount of Salvage Bonus paid during the year was
£561 11s. 5d., and each workman therefore, received just over £20.

The bonus is paid each month, and is based on collections
over and above ten tons of salvage each month. Fifty per cent of
the income derived from the sale of such slgvage, being allocated
to the workmen pro rata to the number of days worked each week.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

There are now six public conveniences in the District and the
management of these, together with the collection of monies from
the various automatic penny-in-the-slot locks, comes under the
jurisdiction of the Department.

Three part-time lavatory cleaners are employed, together with
one full-time cleaner who attends to the Loscoe, Marlpool and
Heanor Market Place conveniences.

The conveniences at Codnor have now reached the stage where
replacement of existing appliances, together with a certain amount
of repair work to the structure (due mainly to mining subsidence),
has become necessary.

With regard to Loscoe Public Conveniences, a great deal of
extra work is made by children daubing the tiled walls and the floors
with soil from the adjoining Memorial garden.

There is a need too for a new footpath giving more direct
access from Grandfield Street to the Ladies’ toilets.

The use of Mayfield Avenue Public Conveniences as a “‘grand-
stand” for children watching football and cricket matches on the
Town Ground has resulted in a good deal of damage being done to
the roof of the premises. Coping stones have been loosened and
roof tiles smashed.

Now that the necessary repair work has been carried out
barbed wire has been placed in “‘strategic” positions to prevent
further damage.

As was to be expected other conveniences did not escape acts
of vandalism by hooligans.

The convenience windows at Marlpool became the target for
catapults. Elsewhere, flushing cisterns were damaged and a door
wrenched off its hinges. Some fifty wallflower plants were uprooted
in the small garden in front of the Heanor Market Place conveniences.
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT

The extermination of rats and mice is now regarded by the
general public as yet another service provided by the Council, and
the fact that, under the above Act, the occupier of infested premises
has an obligation to rid his premises of rodents, seems to have
been entirely forgotten.

Whilst in some ways one deplores this facile shifting of respon-
sibility, it is in other ways to the good, since, in the main, infest-
ations cannot be dealt with satisfactorily by the purchase of a packet
of this or that poison and baiting carried out sporadically.

For many years now rodent control work has been on a
scientific basis and has undoubtedly produced sound results. Gone
are the times when *“Rat weeks™ were held to stimulate local aware-
ness of this problem and instead we see a purposeful and consistent
campaign carried on throughout the years.

The systematic treatment of sewers throughout the District
maintains the rat population at a low ebb as can be seen from the
results of the test baiting carried out during the month of May,
whence 140 sewer manholes were baited and only two takes recorded.

At one farm a Nissen hut converted into a deep litter shed for
hens, became heavily infested with rats. The means adopted by the
owner to exterminate the rats proved ineffective and a request was

therefore made to the Department to deal with the infestation.
')

Despite the attraction of the foodstuffs provided for the hens,
Warfarin poison was readily taken by the rats and soon resulted in
complete erradication of the infestation.

The following is a summary of rodent control work carried out
during the year:—
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The Report was then presented to your Health Committee at
their meeting held in January and was duly approved.

In considering the date which the Minister might later fix for
the Construction Regulations to apply to Slaughterhouses in the
Urban Area, regard had to be given to the fact that many of the
local builders in addition to their normal commitments, were
extensively engaged on repairs to property resulting from coal
mining subsidence. It was therefore decided that a period of one
year would be necessary to enable all the required work on slaughter-
house premises to be carried out.

During the month of February the Report received the approval
of the Council and was therefore submitted to the Minister, No
representations were subsequently made during the prescribed
period of two months, and notification of the Minister’s approval
of the Report was received towards the end of July.

The 1st April, 1961, was fixed as the appointed day from which
all slaughterhouses must comply with the construction regulations;
thus instead of the twelve months proposed in the Report, the

period had been reduced to eight months.

Detailed schedules of the works required at each slaughterhouse
were then prepared and forwarded to all occupiers.

It is rather disappointing to have to report that as the year
under review came to a close only one slaughterhouse (out of the
eight concerned) had been brought up to the required standard.

No doubt, as the 1st April, 1961 looms nearer there will be a
spate of feverish activity ... but there, aren’t we all, at times,
guilty of “leaving things to the last minute™.

A total of 2,820 carcases were inspected during the year: this
figure shows a reduction of 399 carcases when compared with the
previous year. This may largely be attributed to the reduction in
slaughtering brought about by restrictions imposed on the move-
ment of animals during the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease.

The decline in the number of cows slaughtered again continued
during the year, though there was an increase in the number of
heifers and bullocks slaughtered when compared with 1959,

In the main the quality of meat retailed in the District was very
good, and local butchers are to be commended for maintaining
such a satisfactory standard.

In 1959 seven beasts were found to be infected with Cysticercus
Bovis, but only five in 1960. Hearts were found to be the main
sites of infection.
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One sample of T.T. Milk was deficient in fat and one sample of
T.T. Channel Island Milk failed to reach the higher standard of
four per cent fat content for milk sold under this description.
These irregularities were dealt with by caution notice. Results of
analysis for the Channel Island Milk were supplied to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in accordance with the request
in Circular FSH/4/56.

A sample of Apples of Italian origin was contaminated with
lead somewhat in excess of the limit recommended for foods. An
attempt to test further samples of the same brand was unsuccessful
as they could not be found on sale.

Canned Prunes in Syrup were found to be contaminated with
tin in excess of the limit recommended for canned foods and were
condemned as unfit for food. Further samples of the same brand
were collected by your Inspectors from other premises and submitted
for examination. Some of these were satisfactory but others, carrying
the same code mark as the original samples contained excessive
amounts of tin. These were also certified as unfit for human con-
sumption and destroyed.

One informal sample of Self Raising Flour failed to reach the
standard prescribed in the Order. A subsequent formal sample
from the same premises proved to be satisfactory.

With the above exceptions the samples were classed as genuine
and complying with the requirements of the Food and Drugs Act,
1955, and with the appropriate Regulations.

ICE CREAM

Eight samples of ice-cream were obtained during the year and
were classified as follows:—

Provisional Grade

I|2 3V K

No. of samples ..| 4 I 3 | Nil.

There are no manufacturers of ice-cream in the area.
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