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Infantile Death Rate.

For the year under review this was 32.17 per thousand live
births. Though slightly higher than the rate for 1950 it reflects a
satisfactory state of affairs in connection with the Maternity and
Child Welfare Services. In all, only thirteen deaths occurred in
infants under one year of age (six males and seven females) during
the year under review. Unfortunately one death occured attri-
butable to child birth. The death rate from puerperal causes was
the low one of 2,43 per thousand live and still births.

Infectious Diseases Notified. (See Table 4).

During the year 1951, 1064 cases of Infectious Disease
were notified, compared with 674 in 1950. Measles accounted for
698 of these and whooping cough for 216 (i.e. 85%, of the total
number). There were seventy-two cases of Scarlet Fever notified
and sixty-two cases of Pneumonia. There were five cases each of
Infantile Paralysis and Erysipelas and three cases of Meningococcal
infections. Once again no case of Diphtheria was notified. No cases
of Smallpox or Enteric Fever were notified.

Tuberculosis.

Twenty-one cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and four of Non-
Pulmonary Tuberculosis were notified. Pulmonary Tuberculosis
caused four deaths (in 1950 the number was nine), other forms of
Tuberculosis caused two deaths.

New Legislation Adopted During The Year.

The Clean Food Byelaws were adopted and came into operation
on the Ist January, 1951. No outbreaks of Food Faisoning were
reported. In cases of suspected Food Poisoning, it is essential to
receive early notification so that suspected food may be examined
for any bacterial contamination ; also, either rectal swabs should
be taken from affected persons or faecal specimens submitted to
the County Laboratory at an early date. [f this is not done notifi-
cation is rendered rather useless, and unlikely to lead to the cause
being traced early.

Water Supply.

The water supply is good and plentiful. The chemical and
bacteriological reports are satisfactory. The only additians or
extensions in 1951 were to the new housing sites.
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HOUSING.

Despite the fact that the Council has built 566 houses during
the post-war years from 1946 to 1951, as compared with 252 for
the pre-war period of 1933 to 1938, there still remains the acute
problems of rehousing overcrowded families, and those living in
sub-standard houses.

No accurate assessment as to the extent to which over-
crowding exists can be made until a complete survey of the whole
district can be undertaken, nor has it been possible to keesp the
requisite records up-to-date,

As in the past years a considerable amount of time and effort
has been devoted to obtaining the repair of unfit houses. In tackling
this problem one of the major difficulties is the fact that the
Council are hampered by legislation which is out of keeping with
present-day conditions. | refer, of course, to the Housing Act,
1936, and to the Rent Restrictions Acts.

When the formzr Act came into operation there existed a
definite *‘link"’ between the cost of repair and rent. Today that
“link’" has been ‘‘severed’’ in so much as the cost of repairs has
increased almost threefold whilst rents have remained static.

In dealing with unfit houses, the legal procedure as laid down
in the Housing Act must be strictly followed, and a local authority
before taking action under Section 9, must be satisfied that the
property in question is ‘‘repairable at reasonable expense.”
Further, when action under Section |1 is contemplated it is equally
necessary for the Council to be satisfied that the house is “‘not
capable at reasonable expznse of being rendered fit . . .”" It can
be seen, therefore, that the term ‘‘reasonable expense’ is of
paramount importance when action under the Housing Act is
contemplated; yet by what means can this be accurately assessed
under present-d);y conditions?

As a rather meagre guide, the Housing Act states: “‘In deter-
mining for the purpose of this Act whether a house can be rendered
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It is the Health Committee’s policy to insist on early demolition -
of such dwellings and in all, some thirteen houses were demolished .
during the year.

Three of these were’ demolished ‘‘free of charge’ by a
Contractor, on condition that he received all materials accruing
from the demolition work. In some instances owners are only
too pleased to take advantage of this procedure because it involves
no real financial outlay, and apart from that, the work of demol-
ishing property is by no means as easy as it looks.

Referring to the summary of action taken under Section I,
Housing Act, 1936, | would draw the attention of the Council to
the fact that of the. thirty houses upon which demolition orders
are operative, fifteen are still occupied. Of these fifteen dwelling--.
houses, thirteen are situate in the Langley and Marlpool ward.

~ The following is a summary of action taken under Section 11,
of the Housing Act, 1936, during the year:—

HOUSES REPRESENTED AS UNFIT.

Property. ] Result at end of year.
I'l, High Street, Loscoe . ... Undertaking to repair.
42, Aldreds Lane, Langley ... Demolition Order Operative.
43, ¥ = ¥ 5 " "
44, o o~ i ‘o s b
45, o il i ) " "
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47, - o 7 o . AR
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10, Lacey Fields Road, Langley . 5 of
8, Mill Lane, Codnor ... Action Pending.
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A summary of outworkers resident in this-area whose names
appeared on the August list, together with the nature of the
homework, is set out hereunder:—

Nature of Work. No. of Premises. No. of Outworkers
Females.
Hosiery 64 64
Lace and Netting 9 9
Clothing 51 51
Total ... 124 124

A case of infectious disease occurred at one outworker's
premises, and all homework was disinfected before being returned
to the firm concerned. No further homework was received at
these premises during the period of the illness.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND DISINFECTION.

The following work has been carried out during the year:—

No. of visits to infected houses b ik
No. of Rooms disinfected R )
No. of Notices to Day Schools . 102
No. of Notices to Sunday Schools ... 56
No. of Motices to Librarians ... 33
No. of Library Books disinfected 62
No. of Library Books destroyed . Nil
No. of lots of Bedding destroyed upon request. ... 2

Cases of infectious disease are visited as soon as notification
is received and arrangements are made for the patient’s removal
to hospital where necessary.

Where a patient is isolated at home, a notification form
stating when the person has been released from quarantine is
signed by the Doctor in charge of the case and returned to the
Health Department ; on receipt of this form terminal disinfection
is undertaken, generally with formaldehyde fumigators.
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Statutory Notices 'under the Public Health Act, 1936, were
served requiring the provision of suitable and sufficient sanitary
accommodation at the Queen’s Head, and Mundy Arms, Public

Houses, Marlpool, but the necessary work was not undertaken
before the end of the year.

In the light of increased building costs the opportunity was
taken to review the existing conversion scheme which was as
follows :—

(1) Conversion of privy-middens to water closets—nhalf the cost
of conversion, but in no single case must the contribution
paid by the Council exceed the sum of £4/5/0d.

(2) Conversion of pail closets to water closets—half the cost of
conversion, but in no single case must the Council’s con-
tribution exceed the sum of £4.

The new conversion scheme, therefore, came into operation

during May, as follows: for each single conversion the Council’s
contribution shall be half the cost incurred, which amount
shall not exceed the sum of £6.

PUBLIC CLEANSING SERYVICE.

REFUSE COLLECTION.—The first three months of the year
proved particularly onerous for the Public Cleansing Service.
Onerous in so far that inclement weather, sickness among
employees and inability to replace those that had left, caused
collection of household refuse to be almost three weeks behind
schedule.

It simply plays havoc with one's organisation when confronted
by the stark fact that half the men are absent . . . and this did
actually occur on several occasions. '

The Public, not generally aware of all the adverse circum-
stances, are apt to grouse and grumble when they see not only
their bins full of refuse, but also a considerable accumulation of
ashes nearby. But surely the men of the Cleansing Service are
entitled to a little understanding and forbearance during such
times.
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- In- an endeavour, therefore, to bring about something like
normality in the frequency of collection, the experiment of con-
centrating all available men and lorries in one particular section
of the district at a time, was undertaken. The results achieved
were very satisfactory, and by the end of March all three sections
of the district had been cleared of *‘surplus” and the frequency
of collection reduced to ten-day intervals.

It would seem that most local authorities are experiencing
great difficulty in obtaining the right type of employee for their
Public Cleansing Service; this Authority is no exception. Younger
men are not attracted to this particular type of job, and had it
not been for the ‘‘older hands’ forming a rehable ‘hard core"’
considerable difficulty would have been experienced in main-
taining an efficient collection service. | am, however, convinced
that had it not been for the continued operation of the Salvage
Bonus Scheme our labour difficulties wuuld have been even greater.

| always understood that the operation of a forty-four hour
week was to enable the employee to have greater opportunity for
leisure, during which time he might pursue cultural and recreational
activities according to his inclination. The practice, however,
seems to have arisen whereby employees take on other ‘“‘spare
time'’ jobs.

‘Now one can well understand a man’s desire to increase his
income; one can well understand that what he does in his leisure
hours is no concern of the employer. But is it right and fair to
the latter when the employee attends his regular work too tired
to give of his best? Again, the man might be off work, i.e., his
regular employment—due to some illness contracted whilst
working for his part-time employer; yet it is always the full-time
employer who foots the bill.

What the solution to this problem is during these times of
labour shortage, | simply don’t know.

Later in thecrear it was decided to have the three Dennis
lorries painted and this work was undertaken by Messrs. Hartshorn
& Son, Ray Street, Heanor. Delivery of a new /-cubic yard Dennis
lorry was obtained in April, 1951, and this vehicle was allotted to
the Codnor gang whose existing lorry was then used for salvage
collections, etc., it being thirteen years old.
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Refuse collection lorries well maintained and of good appear-
ance assuredly help the men to take a greater pride in their work;
they also help to create in the public mind a more favourable
conception of the Public Cleansing Service—that much maligned
““hand-maiden’’ of all local authority services.

It is, however, of little use having vehicles painted and regu-
larly cleaned when their garage accommodation is entirely
unsatisfactory. A shed—if such it can be called—having one whole
side and end open to the vagaries of the weather affords little,
if any, protection to the lorries; couple this with the fact that it
is of insufficient size to house them all, and you have a true picture
of conditions obtaining.

During winter months, much time and hence much expense
is expended draining off water from radiators at night; in the
mornings those drivers who arrive early manage to get sufficient
hot water with which to fill the radiators; their less fortunate
brethren have to fill up their lorries with cold water. More often
than not vehicles have to be towed before they will start. All this
could be avcided by having suitable garaging facilities—there is
space enough for this purpose at Fletcher Street Salvage Depot,
for garage acccmmodation to be buiit.

The growth of the Marlpool Farm Estate necessitated certain
reorganisation in order to lessen the burden of increased col-
lections which fell to the lot of the Heanor gang. In consequence
of this, the area covered by the Codnor gang was considerably
extended to include a section of the district for which the Heanor
gang was formerly responsible. An additional man was placed at
the disposal of the Codnor gang and hence all three gangs now
operate with five men each,

Protective clothing, as in former years, was supplied to all
employees—two pairs of overalls and one bluette jacket bein
issued to each man. For this purpose forty-eight pairs of bib an
brace overalls were purchased at a cost of £46/16/0d., and twenty-
four Bluette Jackets at a cost of £20/8/0d.

My thanks are due to the Foreman and Employees of the
Public Cleansing Service, for the efficient manner in which thg}r.
have undertaken their duties during the year, PIEV 4
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SALVAGE.

The amazingly high price for salvaged paper and textiles
throughout the year made salvage good business. So much so
that even the “‘spivs’’ became patriotically minded, and started
to “‘poach’ on the Council’s “‘preserves’ to such an extent that
almost open warfare was declared between them and the employees
of the Public Cleansing Department—the latter having their eyes
cast anxiously on the possible inroads that might be made on the
monthly salvage bonus.

It was only to be expected then that the sum of £3.566,’6‘4d.
accruing from the sale of salvage during the year was the highest
amount ever obtained since the inception of salvage activities.
Yet it was not without some misgivings that one perused the
almost fantastically high prices being paid for waste paper. Rather
would one have preferred to have a reasonable and adequate
return for the outlay involved together with security in the
knowledge that there would be a steady and consistent demand
for waste paper for several years to come.

The collection of waste paper increased by seventy tons over
the amount collected during the year 1950.. Public interest in
salvaging waste paper, etc., was sustained I:?l displays of posters,
supplying book marks to the local branch libraries and schools,
together with sending out appropriate leaflets in the rate demand
notes. All this publicity material was kindly supplied free of
charge by the Thames Board Mills, who not unry helped us in this
direction, but also provided a hand operated paper press when
our own press was out of order for a considerable period.

Because we are still ‘‘under direction,”” we must needs still
tolerate kitchen waste bins placed in various streets and roads
of our district. However, no opportunity has been lost to with-
draw the bins from the streets ifPaIternative sites could be found
at greengrocers’ shops and the like.

Salvaging of tins from the three controlled tips never really
got under way, due to the fact that we have insufficient labour to
cope with this extra work. The six tons or so which were segre-
gated from the refuse were despatched by rail to Messrs. T. W.
Ward Ltd., Sheffield. The larger scrap merchants would do well
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that a certain element of the public who seem to find great enjoy-
ment in damaging public property will develop sufficient sense of
civic pride to curb their predatory interests.

To say that the public conveniences sustained no wanton
damage during the year would be wrong; and apart from the
usual collection of 'bus tickets, match stalks, and ‘‘sucker sticks"’
jammed into the automatic locks, we had the unusual experience
at Heanor of finding one morning that all the lead flushing pipes
had been removed from the W.C. compartments. Whether this
was supposed to be taken as an indignant protest against the lack
of shower bath facilities will, of course, never be known, but sub-
sequent users of the W.C.’s ran grave risks of being given a free
shower bath whether they liked it or not !

In regard to the provision of public conveniences at Loscoe,
it was primarily intended that premises should be erected in the
Memorial Gardens, but the area of the site subsequently proved
insufficient. ~ An alternative site was therefore chosen on land
situate off Loscoe Denby Lane.

Weighing machines were installed at Mayfield Avenue and
the Market Place public conveniences as well as at Codnor, by a

Leicester firm, who pay to the Council a total annual rental of
£33

SANITARY CONDITIONS OF CINEMAS,
THEATRES, ETC.

Periodic visits were made to all such premises in the district.

The proprietors of the *‘Ritz’”’ Cinema, Langley Mill, were
requested to provide additional sanitary accommodation for the
use of females, and as an outcome two new W.C, compartments
were constructed.

There is a great need for the provision of suitable air-
conditioning plant in places of entertainment, such as cinemas.
These premises of necessity, do not readily lend themselves to the
full use of natural ventilation, and the atmosphere within becomes
extremely vitiated.
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It is generally conceded that Zinc Phosphide as a rat poison,
has proved to be most satisfactory and efficient. And so when
during the latter part of the year, details were made available of
a new poison narmed Warfarin, it was not without some scepticism
that one read of its capabilities and advantages in use. Use of this
poison, has, of course, dispelled all doubts and | am now firmly
convinced that Warfarin as a poison for treating either species of
rats as well as mice, is the “‘weapon’’ for which we have long been
looking. This poison is a blood anti-coagulant and must be eaten
regularly in relatively small doses over a period of seven to fourteen
days, when fatal haemorrhage is then induced in the rodent.

It has the following advantages:—

(1) When mixed with suitable bait it appears undetectable by
rodents and hence the ‘‘poison prejudice’ factor does not
arise;

(2) No prebaiting is necessary;

(3) It is relatively harmless to domestic animals, human beings,
etc., unless eaten constantly in fairly large doses, over a
regular period;

(4) Once premises are cleared of any infestation, Warfarin in a
dry mix can be left in suitable positions to guard against re-
infestation.

The best method of baiting is to have fixed baiting points
throughout the infested premises, and Warfarin in excess of
requirements provided in suitable containers at these points.
Facilities for continuous feeding are then afforded to the rats or
mice and it then only remains for periodic inspections to be made
to eliminate those points where the rodents are not feeding, and
replenish the other points as may be required.
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During the year 144 self-suppliers pigs were slaughtered, and
every endeavour made to inspect as many carcases as possible. It
is to be regretted that we have no statutory authority to undertake
this work.

During the year under review a great deal of time was devoted
to the inspection of food shops and catering establishments.

| am firmly of the belief that much more can be accomplished
by systematic inspections of such premises ; by informal talks with
the proprietors, and by giving talks to the various trade associa-
tions, rather than by the formation of Clean Food Guilds and the
presentation of illuminated membership certificates and so on.

Fundamentally the individual is the hinge on which the whole
of food hygiene hangs. And the sooner the individual food handler
realises his or her obligations to the customer the better it will
be for all concerned. Education then is the elementary principles
of hygiene is therefore a prime necessity for the food handler,

As a constant reminder to the latter, sticky labels requesting
the washing of hands after using the sanitary accomodation, etc.,
were issued free to all food shops and catering establishments.

In addition, cards requesting costomers not to bring their dogs
into shops were supplied and displayed in prominent position, It
was gratifying to learn how pleased traders were to have these
cards, the general opinion being that if the trade had requested
customers not to bring their dogs into shops, then some loss of
custom might be experienced.

Co-operation from traders in obtaining the installation of
constant supplies of hot water has indeed been most encouraging,
and there has been a real endeavour on the part of most food
traders to implement the requirements of this Department. |
think it can be said that the days of the gas ring and kettle as a
means of providing hot water in shops are now numbered.

The Clean Food Byelaws came into operation in January.

No case of food poisoning was notified during the year.
51















OFFENSIVE TRADES.

The two Offensive Trade establishments were reasonably
maintained during the year.

HEALTH EDUCATION.

Suitable posters were obtained from the Central Council
for Health Education and displayed on the Empire Harl&eting
Boards.

WELFARE OF OLD PEOPLE.

Our expectation of life today is greater than it has ever been
before. In consequence the number of aged persons is increasing
and as such it behoves the community as a whole to make suitable
provision for their welfare. It is true that these old folk are in
the twilight of their days but they cannot be forgotten and dis-
carded like some old junk thrown on a scrap heap.

The State, of course, makes certain provisions for the aged
and those in need of care and attention, but there still remains a
gap in the service, which alone can be bridged by help of a more
local and personal nature.

With this in mind your Health Committee gave most serious
consideration as to how best to help the aged peolpe throughout
the district. To this end a Sub-Committee was formed to thoroughly
examine the problem, and as the year drew to a close certain sters
had been taken to complete arrangements for holding a Public
Meeting in the Town Hall, Heanor, early in 1952, whence the
formation of an Old People’s Welfare Committee would receive
full consideration.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.

It will be remembered that Mr. Chas. Taylor, 21, Mill Lane,
Codnor, being an aged person living alone ancrgreatl}r in need of
care and attention, was removed to Babington House Hospital,
Belper, in December, 1950, and that the circumstances of the case
were detailed in the last Annual Report. This man, however, was
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One case of active pulmonary tuberculosis was discovered,
thus giving an incidence rate of 0.05%,, which was considered low
when compared with the usual rate of 0.2—0.3%,. Five cases of
observation pulmonary tuberculosis were found ,and hence referred
to the Chest Physician for further action. People so affected are
definitely cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, but at the time of
examination it is not possible to say whether the disease is active
or quiescent. The incidence rate for this category was 0.25%; which
is again considered low when compared with the usual figure
somewhere between 0.6—0.8%,. Three inactive cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis were also discovered but no action was nesecsary in
these cases.

The following summary of the results of the Survey was
provided by Dr. Guthrie :—

Miniature films. No. X-rayed
P RS SRR S R
Females ... iio s IELERS

2087

No Further Did not

Large films. Nil. action. investigation. come. Total.

Males 20 3 9 2 34

Females 24 6 12 I 43
49 21 b

Cases of pulmonary tuberculosis.

Number. No. X-rayed. by
Active pulmonary tuber-
culosis I 2087 0.05 approx.
Observation pulmunar}r
tuberculosis .. s 5 2087 0.25 approx.
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