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more efficiently and expeditiously than the unknown and unapproachable
gentlemen secure in the distant fastnesses of Whitehall. It is mere hair-
splitting to say that the regions and their staffs are evidence of decentral-
isation,

The more remote the control, the more remote the interest, and
the retardation of progress leaves the local inhabitants bemused and
bewildered. It is one of the tragedies of modern times that their faith in
the power of official controls will set right their present discontents. But
to make plans on paper is about as effective as performing tactical exer-
cises without troops. In November, 1946, the total manpower of fourteen
essential industries was 657,000 or twenty-two per cent below that in
mid-1939 and The Financial Times on January 2lst 1947 made this comment:
““At one and the same time we are endeavouring to raise consumption
standards, re-equip industry, build millions of houses, re-distribute wealth,
increase social services, raise exports far above pre-war, shorten working
hours—and do all that with a reduced labour force. In the long run, these
objectives may not be incompatible with each othzr; in the short run many
of them are. . . . There are projects at home, some of them controversial,
which can be postponed. But overseas requirements may be more exigent.
As in 1940 so in 1947, time is what we nead most."' The crying need to-day
in this district is for housing, but at this time you are witnessing the erection
of elaborate prefabricated class rooms. Houses to live in are surely more
essential than class rooms to swot in. Too much is being attempted at
once with too little, especially when therz are 1,500 applications on the
housing register.

The health services proposed follow the usual pattern of whittling
away more of the local authorities’ powers and putting in their place remote
regional boards which bear a remarkable likeness to the satrapies of Oliver
Cromwell and his major-generals who ruled England on a regional system.
In A National Health Service (Cmd. 6502) p. 8 you will find this naive state-
ment, ‘‘There is a certain danger in making personal health the subject
of a national service at all. It is the danger of over-organisation, of letting
the machine designed to ensure a better service itself stifle the chances
of getting one.”” One does not share the optimistic hopes that *'it is feasible
to combine public responsibility and a full service with the essential elements
of personal and professional freedom for the patient and the doctor."

The two are not compatible. | have heard these sentiments expressed
before in other fields where subsequently the organisation stifled the
victims, until a rebellious spirit broke loose. It is not strange that

among many in our staple industry there should be heard frequent
complaints of being hustled around by hordes of officials, and that
paper work prevents the proper carrying out of duties. The medical
press is bespattered with letters from doctors who are more concerned
with rota duty, conditions of service, and such like matters than
what is to become of the customer in whose name all these grandiose
schemes are planned. But there are not enough doctors to work the round,
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I. IMMUNISATION IN RELATION TO CHILD PCFULATION.

Mumber of Children who had completed a full course of Immunisation at any time up to 3lst December, 19456

Age at 31/12/46 Under | | 2 3 4+ 5to9 10 to 14 Total
i.e. Born in Year .. 1946 1945 1944 1943 1942 1937-41 1932-36 under I5
Number Immunised... ... | 4 271 410 350 317 1590 1447 4389
Estimated
3_;_-,.__,31_ mﬂMu..__wﬁn: 1983 3233 5216

2. DIPHTHERIA NOTIFICATIONS AND DEATHS IN RELATION TO IMMUNISATION.

NOTIFICATIONS. DEATHS.
No. of cases included in | | No. of cases included in
Age at date preceding column in Age preceding column in
of Notific- Mumber of Casas which the child had _ at date of Number of Deaths. | which the child had
ation. Notified. completed a full course || Death. | completed a full course
of immunisation. _ of immunisation.
Under | " — | — _ Under | — -
— _ e — (| “ saw —_ ——
2 [ 0 o - -
3 I I _ 3 — —
. _ — — [ 4 — —
SR | 5 1 5 to 9... I 0
0to 4 .. | 4 m 4 10 to 14 = .
Totals | I 7 _ Totals I 0













an unequivocal case of Influenza A. This was of some interest as the epidemic
of January was due to Influenza B. In January 1947 a case of Influenza was
a possible Influenza A.; although the rise in titre was slight the first speci-
men showed a high value which was probably due to its being taken rather
late in the illness.

SCABIES AND VERMINOUS CONDITIONS—I02 cases were
reported (79 scabies, 23 lice). A small cleansing station is provided by the
Council for use by those cases where treatments cannot be carried out at
home. An efficient steam disinfector (pressure) is required to deal with
infected clothing, etc., not only for verminous cases but infectious cases

as well.

WATER SUPPLY.

The water supply is satisfactory both in quantity and quality. The
whole of the district is supplied by the llkeston & Heanor Water Board
whose works are at Whatstandwell in the Derwent Valley. Frequent
bacteriological and chemical examinations are made of the raw and treated
waiter. Samples of treated water are examined by the Public Analyst,
MNottingham. The results in 1946 were satisfactory. Considerable wastage
and trouble arises from subsidence due to extensive coal mining. There
are only 17 standpipes which supply approximately 20 houses, out of 6,406,

The treated water has no plumbo-solvent action. It contains about
1.5 parts per million of fluorine. A representative analysis is appended.

REPORT OF ANALYSIS of Waters received |6th October, 1946, from Heanor
Urban District Council. Mark: Bulk sample from the four bottles
for chemical analysis.

This sample contains per 100,000 parts:—

Total Solids dried at 180°C. 22.0
Suspended Matter absent
Chlorides as chlorine 2.13
Oxidised MNitrogen as nitrate absent
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitrite absent
Free Ammonia 0.0040
Albuminoid Ammonia 0.0012
Temporary Hardness 7.00
Permanent Hardness 5.00
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs. at 80°F.

from N/80 KMnO4 0.008
pH value 7.90
Appearance clear and bright
Odour none
Taste and Colour normal
Heavy Metals absent
Free Chlorine absent
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when the initial poisoning campaign commenced. With inefficient control
measures, therefore, the effects of such control can be balanced by breeding
and little progress is secured towards complete eradication when the rat's
capacity for breeding is realised. The young mature after three or four
months, the gestation period is about three weeks, and litters average
about eight. It is therefore unquestionably the live remainder that
determines the success of all operations, and peisoning—providing it is
properly done—is by far the most effective method of killing rats, as by
baiting sequence and follow-up treatments, it is usually possible to obtain
a kill of from eighty to one hundred per cent., whilst any dangers attached
to the use of poisons can be avoided by adopting reasonable precautions
which are of course essential.

In most cases complete clearance has been secured, but Sewers,
Sewage OQOutfalls, Allotments and Refuse Tips have been subject to re-
infestation. There is also definite evidence that effective attacks on rats
in sewers reduces the volume of surface infestations.

The Council’s Allotments, Depots, Sewage Works, Refuse Tips, etc.,
all received regular maintenance treatments, whilst Brook Courses, Business
Premises and Private Dwelling-houses, Piggeries, Slaughter-houses, etc.,
were also dealt with. The Council’s Rat Catcher again performed excellent
work during the year.

One treatment of the thirty-six miles of sewers in the area was carried
out during August-September, with a follow-up treatment of thirty-two
manheoles, which showed complete pre-bait takes during the first treatment;
a second treatment of the whole system is to be given during February,
1947.

SEWER TREATMENT.

First Follow

Sections | to 7 inclusive. Treatment. up.
Mumber of Manholes 307 33
Average Pre-bait Takes:—

S0 | e o e s e 32 0

Partial ... 5 s s ATy e e e 38 7

Total TakBE: o sacs o) e e byt 0 70 7

WNo:eakan ..o oomnee sl S0 spsiseinl 37 26
Poisen Taken:—

Completa ... . PR A 14 0

Parfial.. .o 2. S men Lhe (R 42 7

Total Takes 56 7

Mo T e 251 26

Estimated Kill, Ist Treatment ... ... ... 557 Rats.

Estimated Kill, Follow-up ... ... ... .. 46 Rats.

Fafal® iR ool S A 603 Rats.
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Four samples of milk were found to be deficient in fat and one sample
contained a small amount of added water. The vendors of these samples
were cautioned.

The remaining samples were all satisfactory.

BAKEHOUSES, FiSH FRYING PREMISES AND FOOD
PREPARING PREMISES.

Frequent visits of inspection were made to these premises and certain
improvements were effected relating to cleansing, re-decorating, improved
lighting and ventilation, etc,

Much havoc can be wrought in a community by any individual engaged
in the manufacture or handling of food who is suffering from an infectious
ailment, or is an unclean person. The provision of well-planned and con-
structed premises and the instailation of modern equipment is to be en-
couraged, but in addition, commonsense measures against dirt and other
sources of contamination must be taken.

All reputable traders welcome visits of inspection, but there are the
few who could with advantage devote similar attention to the back apart-
ments as that given to the front shop, as food can be contaminated behind
the scenes, and it is necessary to bring home to some persons the need for
utmost cleanliness, which is all the more necessary now that equipment and
materials are difficult to obtain. In particular, it is necessary to stress the
importance of frequently washing the hands and scrubbing the nails, and
to require the provision of proper washing facilities.

An enlightened and discriminating public, progressive and experienced
managements, suitably trained employees, and a halpful inspectorate are
all necessary to secure the hygienic standard of food which forms such an
important part in the national life. The chief items that require most pro-
tection are milk, ice-cream, bread and meat, incidentally the ice-cream
question is receiving attention and good progress is being made. The
Increased development of pre-packed foods is to be commended, and also
the cleansing of food vehicles and their design.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

There are three offensive trades, the business in each case being con-
ducted on a small scale. |0 inspections were made, 2 notices were served
and the nuisances abated. In addition, the Rat Catcher gave attention to
two of the businesses. Generally, the premises are maintained in a fair
condition.
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