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During the year, despite pressure of other duties, the
usual comprehensive arrangements were made and carried
out. Advertisements were issued in local newspapers draw-
ing the attention of the public to the importance of rat
destruction, having regard to the necessity at the present
time of conserving the food supplies of the country. 100
illustrated posters were exhibited on public buildings, police
notice boards, etc., 200 copies of the Advisory Leaflet No. 49
were distributed, Raticides and Traps were stocked locally,
premises considered hable to infestation were dealt with,
3,000 poison baits were inserted in the Council’s sewers, and
1,500 baits were supplied where this was considered advan-
tageous.

Four rat catchers systematically dealt with sewage
works, refuse tips, allotments, works depots, recreation
grounds, brook courses, and other land owned by the Coun-
cil, and there was also reasonably active co-operation by the
public, with the result that 594 rats were known to have been
destroved during the year.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Meat destroyed and affected with Tuberculosis ... 3016 lbs.
Meat destroyed and affected with Other Diseases 1497 Ibs.
Other Foodstuffs destroyed ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 ton 2 cwts.

Total Weight: 3 tons. 2 cwts. 1 qr. 5 lbs.

All unsound foodstuffs were removed and destroyed un-
der supervision.

Owing to the system of centralised slaughtering brought
into operation as a result of the war, the use of private
slaughter-houses in the area has been discontinued. The
meat and offals are, however, examined upon arrival at the
distributing centre when allocations are made.

The number of slaughter-houses in the area is 22, all of
which are licensed.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

There are three offensive trades in the area, each con-
ducted on a small scale. Six visits of inspection were made,

and the business in each case was conducted satisfactorily.
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