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ANNTUAL REPORT
of the

Acting Medical Officer of Health for the Urban

District of Haverhill in the Administrative County

of West Suffolk, for the year ended 3lst December,
1972

Public Health Department,
Severals House,
Hewmarket.

29th August, 1973.

To the Chairmen and Membars of the
Trban trict C

lr. Cheirman and Gentlemen,

In aceordance with the Public Health Officers regulations, 1959, I have
the honour to present for your informatieon the anmial report of the Medical
Officer of Health for 1972. The appointment of Medical Officer of Health is at
present vacant and filled on & temporary basis by the County Medical Officer of
Health. I succeeded Dr. D.A. MeCrackern in July 1972 and it therefore falls to
me to present this report.

The egtimated population of the distriet has inercased by 540 people, the
natural inerease, that iz excess of births over deaths, being 200, The birth
rate remained considerably higher than that for England and Wales as a whole,
reflecting the younger age structure of the population of Haverhill., For the
game reagon the death rate was low in comparison with the rest of the country,
but included seven deathas from lung cancer and twenty five from coronary heart
disease, Cigarette smoking is a very significant factor inm lung cancer and
implicated in coronary heart discase and many of these deaths could have been
prevented had the subjects not ignored the clear evidence of the dangers of
cilgarette smoking which is now available.

The incidence of notifiable infectious disease was very low enmd indeed the
lowest figure for the last ten years. This satisfactory state of affairs is
largely due to a very marked reduction in the incidence of measles for which the
introduction of immunisation against this disease, which still has an appreciable
incidence of serious complications, must be held responsible.

The envirommental work of the Public Health Department is dealt with in the
Report of Mr. R. Banks, Chief Public Health Inspector, which follows. 1 am greatly
indebted to Mr. Banks for his help in maintaining the work of the department during
this difficult transitional pericd and in particular for his great help in
compiling this report.
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County Medical Officer of Health
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SECTION E
TUBERCULOSIS

The number of notifications received during the lmst ten years
as compared with 1972 is shown in the following table -

One new case of pulmenary tuberculosis was notified during the year.

There were no deaths from tuberculesis.

1. Cases at cormencement of 1972

Tuberculosis Register

2, First notified during 1972

3.
4.
5.
6.

Restored to Register

Added by tranafers

Coses removed from Register

Remaining at 3l.12,.72

Pulmonary ~  Non-Pulmonary
Male

13
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PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

'The following information has been supplied by i-
F.C. JOHNSON, C.Eng., M.I.Mun,E., M.R.5.H., M.I.H.E., ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR
BADTALL

Rainfall as registered by the roin gouge during the years 1967 to 1971
at the Sewsge Works, as compared with 1972.

1972 1971 1970 1969 1968 1967

Jaruary 2,52 2.88 2.55 2.39 2,06 1.21
February 1.51 0.53 2.25 1.95 1.02 1.59
Maxrch 1.55 1.44 1.84 2,23 1.22 0.80

" April 1.68 0.84 2,83 1.39 1.81 2.48
May 1.39 1,72 0.64 2,44 1,19 2.83
June 0.97 3.03 © 0.e5 TN qapeilog oa
July 2.94 1.13 1.76 3.17 3.24 1.18
ngust 0.76 2.84 2.41 2.25 3.33 1.99
lﬂptﬂmhﬂr 1-67 u-ﬁa lq.TE' G‘-Eﬂ -4..65 21.23
October 0.13 2,28 0.80 0.24 2.04 3.95
November 1.94 3.10 £.19 2.87 1.09 2.27
Decomber 2,28 0 1,8 2.60 1,43 2,33

1 21,22 25, 23, 25,46 -

OPEN AIR SWIMMING POOL

The Open-air Swimming Pool is situated at Svwan Lane near to the centre of
the torm. The main pool iz 75' x 30" with a maximum depth of T' constructed
in 1930, with a Junior Pool 40' x 20' with 2 depth varying from 1° 6" 4o 3 ON,
A filtration and chlorination plant was installed in 1938 and increased in
capacity in 1964. A heating system for both pools was installed in 1970.

The chorges are £1.50 for Adult Scason Ticket holders and El.10 for
Junior Season Ticket holders. The charge for a single session is £0.12 for
Adults and £0.06 for children.

There were 28 Mdult Season, 216 Junior Senson tickets sold, In
addition, 1,712 adults and 14,416 juniors paid for admission.

The pool was reserved for the exclusive usc of schools during the
summer term in the mormings and four afternoons and one evening each week
is reserved for the Swimming Club.

Daily field testz are carried out on the bath water and regular
bacteriological tests are coarried out which show that a regular high
standard was achieved.

Btage I of the Blmhurst surface water sever to connect part of the
Duddery and Colne Valley Road areas to the river to the south east of the
Elnhurst Estatc was completed.

Wumber of dwelling houses connected to the sewers ......... 4,427

Fumbex of dwelling houses not comnnected to the sewers ...... 40
(ot within a reasonable distance of a public sewer)

A sewer was constructed to the Inlet Works of the Sewnge Works to allow

for the development of the residential land to the north east corner of the
town.



SEWAGE DISPOSAL WORKS

fpart from minor details the Contract for the extension of the Works
was conpleted. The Works is now capable of dealing with the River Muthority's
etandard 10 BOD, 10 Suspended Solids, 10 Ammonia.

In ocrder to cater for the further extension of the tovm and particuwlarly
in view of the large guantity of trade effluent, inetructions were given for
the ncquisition of the site at Sturmer and the design for the Scwage Works
Extension. The intention is to remove the sludge trentment plant from
Coupals Hoad, to put additional storm water treatment at Couplas Road and to
do complete treatments on a balanced flow principle at the two Works.

HEFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

Collection of domestic and trade refuse is undertaken by the Department.
4304 domestic premises and approximotely 265 trade, commercinl and other
promiscs are now collected weekly. :

The bonus syster of refuse collection which was organisecd in 1963 is
continuing and is working satisfactorily.

Collection is carried out by & 35 eub. yd. Dennis Paxit III and &
Karrier Wusketecer 17/50 capacity compression type vehielcs ond & 25 cub. yd.
Fore and Aft Tipper. Ddsposal is by tipping.

The frec collection of bulk items of household refuse is contimaing,
o service which is wvery necessary in an expanding town.
i Vickers Seerdrum 50 ton capacity Refuse Pulveriser plont has been
installed and is working satisfactorily. .

The collection of abandoned vehicles in the tovm is being carried out
under the powers given by the Civic /menities Act. g












SECTION F

WATER SUPPLY

Mains water is supplied to the distriet by the Weat Suffolk Water
Board.

Bacteriological samples taken throughout the year and submitted to the
Publiec Health Laboratory Service were reported as satisfactory. Gamples
submitted for chemical analysis were reported by an analyst to be suitable
for drinking and general purposes.

Al occeupied and unoccupied dwellings in the district are supplied from
public water mains. At the end of the year there were 4,378 cccupied
dwellings served in this way and the estimated population figure was 13,010.
A11 dwellings have a'direct supply into the dwellings with the exception of
two cottages which are supplied by an extermal standpipe,

The Water Board does not fluoridate the water supply tut a certain
fluoride content occurs naturally. Water is obtained from four sources and
the fluoride content varies in different sones of the towm according to the
bore hole from which the water is obtained. In the-main 150,000 gallons per
day is obtained from the Burton End bore well with a fluoride content of
0.60 parts per million and 400,000 gallons per day from the Bartlow bore well
with a fluoride content of 0.10 parts per million, These supplies are i
augmented as necesgary by water from the Wixee and Great Wratting bore heles
containing 0.60 and 0.30 parts per million of fluoride respectively.

COUNCIL HOUSING

Council housing is under the ma:mg&ment of the t}nuncil 's Housing Mananger,
Plj.l Eeﬂit-t. FlI E. HI- 3 1

O]

At the end of the year the Council owned :-

222 4-bedroom houses
2465  3-bedroom houses
264 2=bedroom houses
52 2-bedroom bungalows
42 l-bedroom bungalows
47 tedsitter bungelows -

4  3-bedroom flats .
36 2-bedroom flats
24 - 1-bedroom flate
16 bedsitter flats
28 bedsitter flats with warden aer\rim
i Warden's flat '
. 26 other houses purchased by the Council
3217
FRIVATE HOUSING

The Council's slun clearasnce programme was completed some years ago.
There remain a small number of old houses the condition of which is reviewed
from time to time by the public health inspectors and in this connection a
small area consisting of six houses was declared s clearance area during
the year.

In the course of the year 6 standard and 27 discretionary improvement
grants were approved by the Council.



FOULTRY INSFECTION

There is one small poultry slaughterhouse within the district which was
vigited 51 times during the year. A total of 2,372 birds consisting of 1,187
hens and 1,185 chickens were slaughtered during the year. 1.52 per cent of
the birds weighing a ftotal of 154 lbs. were rejected as unfit for human
consumption.

Slaughtering normally takes place about once a week at these premises and
an inspector pays a visit on each occasion. The premises are clean and well
conducted and the low rate of rejection of unfit birds is due to the fact that
the proprietor rejects emaciated and poor birds at the farms rather than bring
them to the slaughterhouse.

FPHEMISES

Butchers' shops e s . .n s e . e . 12
Butchers' wﬂﬁmm Premises .. s e e ' w 2
Bakehouses s -w e a s s 5 s s .m 1
Grocera' and General Stores .. .. e e ss es 13
Cafea, School Kitchens & Factory Canteens .. - . 15

Wet amd Fried Fish-Shops e a's e . i o 4
EI‘E-EMMBH LR LR ] L] - - e - - 9
Breeti, OmPectionery sbu) oss Yok dwes 2 es e 16
Millk Depots .. e i e e s o 2
Hotels with eatering i‘acllltlaa T ) o . 2
Publie Houses and Licensed Clubs -5 ] “ Wi 14
Ehops with Off Licenses a i i a ia . 5

For the moat part there was the utmost co-operation from members of
the food trades in securing coopliance with the Feod Hygiene (Gmeralj
Regulations, 1970,

FEST DESTRUCTION

The Council employs one rodent operator who in addition to dealing with
rodent disinfestation carries out other gizsinfestation and disinfection woxk.

A free rat and mice destruction service is provided in respect of domestic
dwellings and the treatment of business premises is charged at cost on an hourly
bagis, This has been found to encourage early notification of infestation thus
ensuring prompt destruction treatment.

Rodent treatment of the Council's refuse tips is carried out weekly and
the Council's sewers cre treated twice anmually. Because the town iz surrounded
by farm land vigilance has to be excrcised to prevent any influx of rats from
these quarters especially after harvest time.

Ingect diginfestation is carried out at domestic premises free of charge
but a nominal charge is made for the destruction of wasp nesta,

We are fortunate in having a keen and @fficient rodent operator. Iuring
the year he made 637 visits and 1,167 re=visits to various premises and sites
in the course of his duties,

PETROLEM ACTS AND REGULATTONS

Tre Council is responsible for the anmmal licensing of some 32 petroleunm
instellations and storage places, the necessary inspection and administration
work being carried out by the public health inspectors., The Home Office model
code of principles of construction and licensing conditions has been adopted.

A1 newly installed pipeijnaa and underground storage tanks are tested before
licensing end existing installations are inspected and tested at periodic intervals.

i 13w



EXPLOSIVES ACTS

On behalf of the County Council the Council is responsible for the
annual registration of some 16 premises for the keeping of explosives

such as fireworks, safety cartridges and bird scaring ropes.

The

necessary inspection work is carried cut by the Public Health Inaspectors
and advice is always given to shopkeepers immedistely priocr to the firve-

work season.

FET ANIMALS ACT, 1991

Two licences to keep 2 pet shop are in issue.
been well conducted and the above Act properly complied with.

Factories Act, 1961

SECTION G

Part 1 of the fot

These premises have

Preseribed Particulars on the Administration of the

1 = Inspections for the purpose of the provisions as
to health (including inspections made by Public

Health Inspectors)

Premises

(1)

Humber
on

Register
(2)

|

]

Fumber

o I

2 —

Inspections

(3)

Written
Hotices

(4)

Occupiers
Frogecuted

(5)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Factories in
which sections
1,2,3,4 and 6
are to be en=-
forced by Local
Mathorities

Factories not
included in (1)
in which sect-
iom 7 ie
enforced by the
Local Mathority

Other premises
in which sect-
ion T is
enforced by the
Local Muthority
(excluding out-

workers premises) 14

456

Total

529




Cazes in which IEFECTE were found

(If defects are discovered at the premises on two,
three or more separate occasions they should be
reckoned as two, three or more "cases").

E No. of cases
Woanber of cases in which defects were found 1% ok
Particulars Found | Remedied Referred iz
L By H.M instituted
Inspector Inspector
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Want of Cleanliness
(8.1) 3 3
Overcrowding (S.2)
Tnreasonable temp-
erature (S.3)
Inadequate venti-
lation (S.4) 1 1
Ineffective drain-
age of floors (S8.6)
Sanitary con-
veniencea (8.7)
(a) Insufficient 1 1
(b) Unsuitable or
defective 5 5
(e) Hot separate
for sexes
h Other offences
againet the Act
(not including
offences relating
to Outwork) 8 B 6
Total 18 18 3
PART VIII OF THE ACT
OQutwork - Sections 133 and
Section 133 Bection 134
Nat No. of out- | HNo. of No. of No. of |Notices |Prose-
workers in cages of prose- ingt- serv'd |cutions
of tgust list default cutions ances of
required by of send- for fail- |[work in
Work Section 133 ing lists ure to unwhole-
(1) (c) to the supply some
Council lists promises
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
making ete.
joaring) c)eaning & 5 i & ” 5 i
washing
Total 5 - & = 5 =

15




THE OFFICES, SHOFS & RATLWAY PREMISES ACT 1963

TABELE ®A"
REGISTRATION AND GENERAL
INBFECTIONS
Tumber of Total rumber Bumber of registered
premises of registered premises receiving
Class of Prenises newly premises ot one or more general
registered end of 1972 inspections during
during the the year 1972
year 1972 i
Offices il o R e 6 38 14
Retail Shops i i & a5 34
Wholesale shops, warehouses 1 3 2
Catering establishments open 1 11 &
to the public, canteens
Fuel storage depots .. - - o
Totals 14 137 .2 B
TABLE "pw

NUMEER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS (INCLUDING GENERAL INSPECTIONS) TO

REGISTERED PREMISES

304

TABLE "C"
ATALYEIS OF WOREPLACE OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN REGISTHRED PHEMISES AT END OF YEAR -
CLASS OF WOREFLACE Wumber of persons
employed
'foiGEE LR ] - (] - . - . L -w - - LR 152
Retail E‘.QPE - - - L] - & - - . - L dﬁa
Wholesale departments, warehouses s s "% es e 24
Catering establishments open to the public - E “ 49
C-E:ﬂtEEnH s - .. - e s - .. " L e
FIJI.B.'I. B‘I‘-OI'DE& ﬂ.EPﬂtE BRI - - ] LR - . - - -
Total 723
Totel Males s
Total Females 405

o 1E .- -















