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ANRNUAL REPORT
of the
Medical Officer of Health for the TUrban District

of Haverhill in the County of West Suffolk for
the year ended 3lst December 1969

Public Health Department,
Severals House,
Hewvmarket.

October, 1970.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Haverhill Urbspn District Council

Mr. Chairman, Ladieg end Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Anmual Report of the Medical Officer of
Health of your district for the year ended 3lst December, 1969. IDr. J.R.H.
Murdoch, your Medical Officer of Health, resigned in September having only
served the authority and adjoining districts for one year. Accordingly the
work of the Medical Officer of Health has been carried out by myself and
aggociates in the public health service. HRepeated attempts hawve been
unsuccessful in obtaining a qualified Medical Officer of Health to succeed
Ir. Murdoch and it may guite well be that the probable delay cwer local
government re-organisetion and conditions of service have created an air of
uncertainty amongst public health medical officers which is affecting morale
and recruitment. Until the whole position of the medical officer of health
in loecal government is clarified it would appear that there is little
poseibility of recruiting a gqualified public health doctor to the service.

A ptudy of the vital stetistics as emumerated in section B shows that
this expanding town in East Anglia is growing at o steady rate. Apart from
immigration the difference of birth rate and deeth rate is such as to make a
significant alteration to the natural growth of population. "hilst the crude
death rate is a low figure of 7.6 when adjusted to take account of the age
and sex population in the community it produces a figure of 11,1 which i=s
significantly below the general death rate for England and Tales of 11.3.

The mumber of notifiable infectious diseases was at a very low ebb and only
a total of 9 were recorded, as compared with 127 in the previous year when
there was an outbreak of measles.

A perusal of your public health inspector's report detalling the work
which is earried out in the town shows that he and his assistant are dealing
adequately with the manifold problems which are inherent in a towm which is
rapidly growing in all spheres of local government.

May I now take the opportunity of saying how satisfactory it is to me
personally to be associated with Haverhill as I have for a number of years
and recerd how much I sm indebted to the Clerk of the Council, Mr, Banks in
particular, and all other members of the Urban Distriet Council staff, not
only for the help they give the health department but their intercst in all
matters affecting the social development of the county.

I have the honour to be,
Your cbedient Servant,

DA, McCRACKEN

Acting Medical Officer of Health









LXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR (as supnlied by the
General Regigter Office

SECTION B

(Figures in brackets relate to previous year)

LIVE BIRTHS Male [Female ‘Total
Legitimate i £ T o([HL GO I TR 159 131 290
Tllegitimate - T e e 9 [ 15
Total 1a8 137 305
Live birth rate per 1,000 population el R 27.2
Corrected birth rate l:':'-ﬂ-mpq- facter -?5‘} - a - " " - 21:'.;4
Live birth rate per 1,000 population (Englend & Wales) .. s e 16.3
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births .. i o 5
STILLBIRTHS Mple Female To
Iﬂ‘!itmat& . w L .. - - 1 3 4
IllEEitim&tE " - W - . W - 1 - 1
Total 2 3 >
Stillbirth rate ﬁer 1,000 total live and stillbirths i R S 16
L 5 : oo A (Eng. & Wales).. 13
S Male [Female Tofal
megitmta LN - e LN - " 1u E 15
Total 170 140 310
LEATHS Male [Female
45 40 85
Death rate her 11@ Pﬂpllﬂ-‘t-iﬂrﬂ W aa o aa "a e W TiE‘
Corrected death rate {ﬂomp. factor 1-45] wa s - e " . 11.1
Death rate per 110":"]' pﬂ]mlﬂ.tion {wﬂnﬁ. & 'l?ﬂlﬂ'ﬂ} . - w wa 1119
INFANT MORTALITY - Deaths of infants under one year of age
Male Female Total
Iﬂ‘g itimate - “w “w . - - 1 1
Illﬁgitiﬂl&t& Y ® - . . - - L
Total - 1 1
INFANT MORTALITY RATES
Total infant deaths P’Br l,Uﬂﬂ total 11‘:’3 hir'thﬂ W & e W 3
" " " " " " " (England & Wales) .. 18
HEQ-NATAL MORTALITY HATE
Deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000 total live births .. .o o0 «s -
EARLY NEOSJATAT, MORTALITY RATE
Deathe under 1 week per 1,000 total live births T -
EERINATAL MORTAL ITY HATE
Stillbirths and deaths under 1 week combined per 1,000 total live
and etillbirths .. 16

LaST
21.4 21.0
11.0 11.3

18.6 20
13.8 11.

Ezﬂ;
(270)

13.8
11.9

(11.1)

(12.1)

(25.5)

e












SECTION F
WATER Y
Mains water is supplied to your area bty the West Suffolk Water Board.
Pupity of the Water

Samples taken throughout the district for bacterisleogical examination
were satisfactory.

Samples for chemical apalysis were taken by the Board. The Analyst
reported that the water was suitable for drinking and general purposes.

The fluoride content of the water is negligible.

Rainfall

Rainfall as registered by the rain gauge during the years 1964 to 1966
at the Waterworks and at the Sewage Works since 1967, as compared with 1969

1269 - 1968 - 1367 -l966 2 1965 1964

January 2.39 2,06 1.21 1,02 1,96 0,80
February 1,95 1,02 1,59 2,25 0,81 1.44
March 2.23 1,22 0,80 0,51 1.63 2,02
Megy 2edd 1.19 2.83 1.34 1,05 1.15
June 1.45 2437 1.54 2.95 1.591 3.14
July 3.17 3.24 1.18 2.T1 3.00 0.76
September 0.60 4466 2.28 0.65 3.83 0.T9
October 0.24 2,04 3.95 2.52 0,70 0,90
Hevember 2.3? l.ﬂ? 2.2? dis 53 2146 ltuﬁ
December 2,60 1,43 2.33 3.08 3.72 1.69

23.58  25.46 2445 22,82 25,77  16.30

OPEN-ATR SWIMMING POOL

The Open-Air Swimming Pool is situated at Swan Lane near to the centre
of the town. The main pool dis 75" x 30' with & maximum depth of 7' con-
gtructed in 1930, with a2 Junior Poel 40' x 20' with a depth varying from
1'6" to 3'0". A filtration and chlorination plant was installed in 1938
and increased in capacity in 1964, " A heating system for both pools was
installed for this year's season.

The charges are £1.5s.0d. for Adult Season Ticket holders and 17/6d.
for Junior Season Ticket holders. The charge for a single session is 2,‘(—-
for adults and 1/- for children. .

g

There were 15 Adult season, 200 Junior season tickets acld, In
addition 2,979 adults and 16,699 juniors paid for sdmiseion.

The pool was reserved for the exclusive use of schools i the
summer term in the mormings and four afterncons and one eve each
week is recerved for the Swimming Club, ' '

Daily field.tests are carried out on the bath water dnd regular
bactericlogical tests are carried out which show that a reguler high
standard was achieved.



SEWERAGE

During this past year a new sewer was laid from the existing
trunk adjacent to the Sturmer Arches along Bumpstead Road and the
Helions Bumpatead Hoad in order to deal with the expending industrial
egtate. The Contract figure for this work was £18,000.

A commencement was made on the provision of the new Trunk sewer
from the Sewage Works along the Relief Road, the Pightle, Withersfield
Road to the junction at Melbourne Bridge. The Contract figure for
this Scheme is £30,584. 13=, 3d.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Work commenced on the re-design and Extension of the Sewage Works
at Coupals RHomd. A Contract in the sum of £624,000. Os. 0d. has been
let and work commenced on 8th April, 1969. The Scheme is due for
completion in June 1971 and will cater for a flow of 1.83 million
gallons per day DWF, and is designed to give a 10:10 standard %o meet
the requirements of the Essex River Authority.

Wuzber of dwelling houses connected to the Sewers ............. 3,878

Fumber of dwelling houses not comnected to the Sewers sveevscas 40
(not within a reasonable distence of a public sewer)

HEFSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

Collection of domestic trade refuse is undertaken by the
department. 3,837 domestic premises and approximately 254 trade,
commercial and other premises are now collected weekly.

The bonus system of refuse collection which was organised in
1963 is continuing and is working satisfactorily.

Collection is carried out by a 40 ocub. yd. Dennis Paxit III
compressor type lorry and a Fere and Aft tipper lorry and disposal
is by tipping. : T

A Vickers Seerdrum 50 ton capacity Refuse Pulveriser plant
which the Council ordered is being installed at the Council's Sewage
Works, Coupals Road at a Contract figure of £53,326, and will become
operative about the middle of 1970. The processed material will be
taken to the Council's new tip which has been acquired at Puddlebrook.

The collection of bulk items of household refuse which is
undertaken free of charge has proved to be a very useful service
to the town and more and more people are taking adventage of the
Council's Scheme.

The rumber of abandoned vehicles in the town has grown but
by using the powers given under the Civic Amenities Act for their
removal and disposal the problem has virtuslly ceased. ‘e have
moved approximately 54 wehicles during this last twelve months.



c OKE OF

m&l‘ Df 'Fiﬂif-ﬂ ﬂnﬂl iﬂ-ﬂpﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂ - . LR} .. - e LNl 3,5%
The sbove inspections are divided into -

Dwelling Houses (HBousing Act) o 4o co  ar  as o as 13
Dwelling Houses (Public Health Act) +o ¢ o2 ae  as  as 109
Compladnts investignted & . cohlifh amuaslion do cnddoegy s, of ey
Bakehouses Bigi e s e a b OB L Sy 3
Butchers Shops and Manufacturing Premises aa . Ech. s an 127
Cafes Restaurants and Canteens va  Es e me  WANCRDINDE B85
Dairies i o i i s Fe e . . e . 10
Wet and Fried Fish Shops .. as P - - - e . 9
Other Food Shops .a . e i g i ad e 195
Food Stalls and Vehicles .o s 40 a8 es. sn as . ae
Fublic Houses e i i i ah i S S o =
Slaughterhouses e i i i by A2k & i =
Poultry Processing Premises ‘e PRI L g
Irainage * +i &5 &5 #s .s sl T e e gy v 134
Hodent Infestation i o o .s . - . - i 415
Insect Infestation e .o e il A v A v A 185
Meinfeatation .o oo s od  we  mm weh Mah o aae SRS
Cloan M3 Aok 1988 .o Jiie . 6k Alades et b v o S
Factories e - e e i we i wa i i
Outworkers Premisee .. i - - . 4 - - e
Offices, Shops & Railway Premises Act 1963 = <25 Wd - 452
Noize Abatement Act .. . .s .e . . . “ .
Water Sampling o oo s an s 0 mi Rl TTi BE JE ’e
Wiater Supplies .. . o i ik i .k . iy i
Swimming Baths .. . .s . .o .e .e .s ' .o 22
Agriculture (Safety, Health & Welfare Provisions) Act 1956 .. 10
Explosives Act 1875 & 1923 ol 3 W b e i i 56
Patroleum Installatione s s a5 s aa  ws . ss 4w 122
Backey Carriage VehicleB +¢ ¢ 45 os  ss a5 s  as 17
Miscellaneous Visits e T PR 252
Pet Animals #Act, 1951 .s . s .s . . . e 8
Infecticus disease enguirfeB v +¢  se o2  ae oo oo 16

I3ewk

N L.

PR i

mm ":‘E I.'l:l.fﬂi‘mﬂl mtiﬂﬂﬂ -8 O LN} LR (R L] LR} x



COUNCIL HOUSING

During the year 1§ 4-bedroom houses and 97 3-bedroom houses were
completed.

At the end of the year the Council owned :-

183 4=bedroom houses
1,983 3=bedroom houses
253 2-bedroom houses
52 2=bedroom bungalows
34 l-bedroom bungalows
46 bedsitter bungalows
4  3-bedrcom flats
36 2-bedroom flats
16 l=bedroom flats
16 bedsitter flats
21 other houses purchased by the Council

EQULTRY INSPECTION

There is one small poultry sleughterhouse within the district which
was vigited TO times during the year. A total of 4,734 birds consisting
of 3,687 hens and 1,047 chickens were slaughtered during the year. 0,32
per cent of the birds weighing a total of 74 1bs. were rejected as unfit
for human consumption

Slaughtering normally takes place once or twice a week at these
premises and an inspector pays a visit on each occasion. The premiszes
are clean and well conducted and the low rate of rejection of unfit birds
is due to the fact that the proprietor rejecte emaciated and poor birde at
the fédrms rather tham bring them to the slaughterhouse.

FOOD FHEMISES
B.I-".'rﬂhm‘ ﬂ-‘lﬂpﬂ ! - L] - LR ] LR - LR ]
B-ltﬂ'hﬂrﬂ' Wﬂﬂmins h‘mﬂ"ﬂﬂ - LN LI ] LN ] LI ]
EBakehouses s - - . - e s .e .
Grocers' and General Stores . - e s - e
~ Cafes, school kitchens & factory canteens e tsis S

“Etﬁnﬂ.fri&ﬂ fishahm S - " . L] o X}
Greangrocery T e T S T C R
Sweets, confectionery - arw ol i T e T i
Dairies, pﬂutmiting plan‘l:sj: milk ﬂﬂPﬂtﬂ e - -
Hotels with catering facilities e ie - s o
Public Houses and licensed clubs ol R L T e
Off Licence -hﬂm e e e - s es e e
Licensed ﬂlwtﬁrhﬁﬂlﬂﬂ e - - e e e e

' For the most part there was the utmost co-operation from members
nf the food trades in securing compliance with the Food Hygiene
(General) Regulations, 1960 and 1962,



1l = Inspections for the purpose of the pr visions as to

health (including inspections made by Public Health

Inspectors).

Premizes

(1)

Fumber

on

Register -

(2)

Fumber

of

Inspections

(3)

Tritten
Notices

(4)

Occupiers
Frosecuted

(5)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Foctories in which
sectione 1,2,3,4,
and & are to be en-
forced by Local
Muthorities.

Factories not
included in (1) in
which section T

is enforced by the
Local Mathority.

Other premises in
which Section T is
enforced by the
Local Muthority
(exsluding Out-
workers premises)

-

Total

100

296

- Ab e
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Cases in which DEFRCTE were found
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more

separate cccasione they should be reckoned as two, three

or more "cases")

| Number of cases in which defects
were found Ho. of cases
in which
Particulars Found | Remedied Referred i e
To H.M By H.M instituted.
Inspector| Inspector
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Went of Cleanliness
{s.1)
Overcrowding (5.2)
Unreasonable temp=
erature (S.3)
Inadequate venti-
lation (S.4)
Ineffective drain-
age of floors (5.6)
Sanitary conveniences
(5.7)
{a) Insufficient
(b) Unsuitable or
defective 3
(e) Mot separate
for sexes
Other offences
against the Act (not
including offences
relating to Outwork)
Total 3 3
PART VIII OF THE ACT
Qutwork - Sections 133 and 134
Section 133 Section 134
Hature Ho. of out= Ho. of Bo, of Ho. of Fotices Prose-
of workers in cages of Proso=- inatances served cutions
Work Mugust list default cutions of work in
required by in send- for fail- | wwhole=-
Section 133 ing lists ure to some
l:l] {G) to the supply premigas
Couneil Tl lists
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (1)
Wearing
apparel
making
ete. 22 - - - - =
Total 22 - - = - =

=11 =













