[Report 1934] / Medical Officer of Health, Haverhill U.D.C.

Contributors

Haverhill (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1934

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/etmsuswa

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode



















5

:‘) Deaths frm certain special diseases during the last five years as
compared with the present year:—

1928 19291930, 1951|1932 IEHEIIHHi
Cancer ... 6 | e 21121118
Tunberculosis (all forms) I Y 1
Influenza... 1 ‘ 1 15 [ |
Ppnenmonia (all forms) . S 21 2| 2] 1| 1
Measles ... = |
Whooping Cough
Scarlet Fever
Diphtheria g

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH BSERVICES
IN THE AREA.

Public Health Officers of the Authority :

(@) A whole time Medical Officer of Health, who also acts for other distriets
in West Suffolk and Cambridgeshire.

(6) Mr. J. H. Clarke, of Haverhill, is Housing Offieer, Surveyor, and
Sanitary Inspector. The appointment is a whole time one. DMr. Clarke
holds the Testamnur of Municipal and County Engineers aud the
Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute.

There are no alterations to record so far as publie health serviees,
including hospital accommodation for infectious disease, are coucerned.

A small isolation hospital is maintained by the District Couneil. Ten
beds are available on the basis of 144 squave feet of floor space, 18 feet of
wall space and 2,000 cubic feet of air space. The accommodation, however,
is such that only cases of oue di-ease can be admitted. No re-ident staff is
kept and the local practitioners attend their own cases at the hospital. In
the event of the need arising it is possible to send cases to the Newmarket
Rural District Hospital at Exning, near Newmarket, the charge being
£2 12s. 6d. per week. The guestion of Isolation Hospital accommodation in
the County of West Suffolk has received consideration during the year and
conferences have been held between representatives of the District Councils
and the County Council. While no definite decision on the subject
appears to bave been reached, it has been sugzested that the provision of a
central hospital for the County might be the best way out of the difficulty.

General Hospitals :

There is no general hospital in the district and cases reqniring hospital
treatment are sent either to Addenbrooke’'s Hospital, Cambridge, or to the
West Suffolk General Hospital, Bury 8t. Edmund’'s. The number of
admissions to the former institution doring the year was 57 as against 56
for 1933, 60 in 1932, 42 in 1931 and 45 in 1930.

Ambulance Facilities :

Cases of infectious disease are removed to the local hospital by liorse
ambulance and by motor ambnlance if b ing sent to a hospital outside the
area. A motor ambualance has also been provided by public subseription for
the removal of ¢ases of ordinary illness and accident. The ambulance made
88 journeys during the year.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA. O

Water Supply.

The Council’s Waterworks are situated at Burton End. They consist
of a well, two headings, two boreholes, and pumping plant in duplicate.
The covered reservoir has a capacity of 150,000 gallons, providing two days’

supply.

The maximum and minimum rest levels of the water in the well were
the lowest ever recorded. The supply, however, proved equal to the demand,
though during the months of November and December there was only a
slight margin in excess of the requirements. In consequence of this it was
decided to utilize the new borehole sunk in 1929 in order to raise water
from a lower level. For this purpose a reciprocating pump has been
installed, capable of raising 9,000 gallons per honr from a depth of 175 feet,
which is 75 feet deeper than the present pumping plant snetions. The cost
of the pump and plant was approximately £550 and the pump house £280.

During the year three extensions of the water main were made,
totalling about half-a-mile, bringing more houses within reach of the mains,
all of which took the sapply.

Samples of water taken from two wells supplying eleven houses
were found to be unsatisfactory; the wells were closed and notices served on
the owners to provide supplies from the public main. The notices were
complied with.

The charges for water are :—

1/- in the £ on rateable value with minimum charge on £6.

1/- per 1,000 gallons by meter with reductions to 9d. per 1,000 for large
CONSUMmErs,

That the water is of good quality is evidenced by the following report
on s sample sent to the Counties Public Health Linboratory on the 15th of
June, 1934, The only disadvantage is the excessive hardness. The
Council bave from time to time considered the advisability of installing a
water softener, but the matter is still in abeyance.

Chemical results in parts per 100,000.

Appearance ... Clear and bright.
Colour : Normal, Odour Nil.
Reaction pH ... 4 aes Neutral 7.0, Free Carbonic Acid 4.0

Electric Conductivity at 20° C ... 900.

Total Solids, 180° C ... 60.0.
Chlorine in Chlorides 4.9,
Nitrogen in Nitrates Nil. Nitrites Absent.
Hardness : Permanent 14.5.
Temporary 27.5.
Total ... 42.0.
Metals... Iron—minoute trace, 0.003.
Free Ammonia 0.0052
Albuminoid Ammonia 0.0008.

Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at 80° F 0.0250.
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O Report :—This iz a bright water of normal ecolour and free from

guspended matter.
Free Carbon Dioxide.
Liard in character.
water 15 free from metals,

It i3 nentral in reaction but contains a distinet trace of
The water conta'ns no excess of salinity bnt is very
Except for a minute and negliginle trace of Iro., the
In addition 1t is of a hizh standard of vrgauie

pnrity and the ehemical a alysis shows no evidence of pollution. It is
suitable tor drinking and domest e parposes.
Number of dwelling-honses connected to the mains:
(a) Within U.D.C area ... 1160
(b) Oatside area .. 20
Length of mains £ ... 4} miles
Number of houses connected to the mains during the year 45
Number of houses not connected to the mains:
(a) Within reach 23
(b) Not within reach 27

The average daily eonsumption of water for 1934 was 75,500 gallons,

and the total quantity of water pumped was 27,556 500 gallons,

The

average daily consumption per head of population is 19 gallons,

Variations in height of water in the well : —

210 60ft. above ordoance Datum

1927 [Maximuru level, May
Miniwum level, Sept. 208. 60ft. » "
1928 Maximum level, March o 213 40ft. i .
Minimuom level, October 201.70ft. 5 =
1929 _{Muimum level, March 208 20ft. ' -
Mivimnm level, October ... 199 75ft. . 2
Maximum level, April 210.10ft. 5 *
1930 {Mi-.imum level, October ... 204.80f. - s
1931 {Maximum level, March 212 221, = =
| Miviwuam level, December ... 206.00ft. o 0
1932 Maximum level, June ... 208,00ft. - 5
| Minimum level, October 208.551t. ” "
1938 Maximum level, April 208 B0ft. . i
| Mivimum level, December ... 200 75ft. = £
1934 {Maximum level, April 201.00ft. & o
Minimuam level, December ... 197.75ft. - -
Rainfall as registered by the rain guage at the Waterworks :—
Year  Jan. Feb. March ~ April May  June
1.20 0.19 2.09 1.45 0.58 1.42
July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dee. Total
1.73 1.75 1.52 1.20 1.79 8.09 17.96

Snow or rain was recorded on 144 days. The greatest rainfall was for
the 24 hours ending 9 a.m. on July 14th, when 0.77 inches we e registered,
The total rainfull for the previous year was 16.79 iuches.

The rainfall for each of the past three years has been below the average.
Open-Air Swimming Bath :

During the year a report on the cost of the provision of a filtration
and chlorivation plant was again considered ; it was decided not tu proc ed
at present.
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SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL. O

The Sewage Disposal Works are on the East side of the Town. The
Sewage gravitates'to the works through an 18 inch diameter ontfall sewer. A
section of thir, which was in bad condition, was relaid dnring the year. Two
extensions of branch sewers were also made,

The Sewage Disposal Works cousist of screening, detritus, storm water,
two collecting and two settling tanks, four contact filters and one percolating
filter, with final treatment on 5 acres of land, all underdrained, and about
2 acres is terraced. Part of the land is cropped with root crops.

The Pumping Plant consists of erude oil engines and centrifugal pumps
in duplicate. During the year one new erude oil engine was fixed.

The Sewage is a strong sewage and a satisfactory effluent is obtained.

1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934
No. of dwelling-houses con-

nected with sewers 1081 1085 1085 1107 1112 1112 1118 1180

»  dwelling-houses not
connected with sewers 65 65 63 68 63 68 G1 60

s  dwelling-houses with
flushing cisterns ... 819 882 513 3874 399 428 474 540

»w  dwelling-houses with
waste water flushing 754 758 741 788 713 086 648 590

,» conversions from
waste water flushing

to floshing ecisterns 52 T 9 6 11 23 38 46

s Pprivies T 14 14 12 12 1% I¥ 1% 18
»  pail closets... s 36 86 386 36 86 86 B84 88
il cﬂﬂﬁpﬂﬂlﬂ . www ——" — —_— ﬂ 2 4 4 4

HOUBE BCAVENGING AND DISPOSAL.

Collections are made weekly from about 1,150 premizes. Collection is
made iv a covered van. The whole of the refuse from one section of the
town, representing about 65 per cent. of the whole, is tipped into a disused.
bl‘]i:k:fﬂlﬂ and covered. The remaining 85 per cent. 1s disposed of in a
similar manner during the winter months in another disused brickyard, but

daring the summer months this refuse is taken to the Sewage Works, sorted
and disposed of.

The provision of sanitary dustbins has not been made compulsory.

The annual cost of collection and disposal is £170.
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HOUSING. O

The first year's programme of the S'um Clearance under the Housing
Act, 19430, has been carried out. This comprised three Clearance Areas,
including 10 houses and 3 individual vnfit Houses, and necessitated the
total displacement of 51 persons. One owner lodged an objection with the
Ministry of Health and a Public Inquiry was held, but the owner withdrew
Lis objection at the last moment and Confirming Orders were made in all
cases. Light A3 type houses were erected to honse the displaced per-ons
and these have been let at inclusive rents of 4s. 7d. per week., The unfit
houses have all been demoli-hed.

In addition application has been made to the Ministry of Health for
confirmation for four further Clearance Areas, being the second year's
programme for 1985,

Six houses A3 type were also erected by Contract during the year under
the 1925 Act.

The to'al number of bouses erected at the end 1984, under the variouns
Housing Acts, is 105, viz :—
10 parlour-type Houses under the 1919 Act, let at 8s. G6d. per
week exclusive of rates.
81 non-pariour type 8 bedroom houses under the 1924 Act, leb
at inc usive rents from Gs. 4d. to 9s. 1d. per week.
6 non-parlour type 8 bedroom houses under the 1925 Act, let
at inclusive rents of 7s. 10d. to 9s. 4d. per week.
8 non-parlour type 8 bedroom houses under the 1930 Act, let
at inclusive rents of 4s. Td. per week.

I. Isspecrion oF DwerLrive Houses puring THE YEAR:—
(1) (a) Total number of dwelling honses iuspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... 211
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose .. S G
(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under suh head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Begulahmnﬂ
1925 s o i L v 45
(b) Number of inspections made f{:r t-he purpose .. w185
(8) Number of dwellmg houses found to be in a state so

dapgerous or iujuricus to health as to be unfit for
human habitation o 5

(4) Nuomber of dwelling houses [excluswa of l.hnse referred to
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ... 56

II. Resmeoy of defects during the year without service of formal notices :—

Number of dwelling honses rendered fit in consequence of
informal action by the Local Authority or their officers ... 27

I1I. Action under Btatutory Powers during the year :—
A. Proceedings under Section 17, 18, and 23 of the Housing Aet, 1930 :
(1) Number of dwelling houses in reapal:’r. of which notices were
served requiring repairs .. i e t
(2) Number of dwelling houses whmh were mndared fit after
service of formal notices :—

(a) By owner ... 8
(ont-tanding fmm plmrmuﬂ year)

(b)) By Local Authority in default of owners... —
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’(-.}j, Proceedings under Public Health Acts :

(1) Number of dwelling bouses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ... 30

(2) Nomber of dwelling houses in which defects were remedied
after service of formal notices : —

(a) DBy owners ... 80
(b) By Local Anthority in defanlt of owners... —
C. Proceedings under Sections 19 and 21 of the Housing Aet, 1930 :
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Demolition

Orders were made 3
(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursnance of
demolition orders 3

D. Proceedings under Section 20 of the Housing Act, 1930 :

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made ... -

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were deterwined the
tenement or room having been rendered fit ... —

INSPECTION AND BSUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Milk Supply :
Number of cowkeepers and purveyors of milk on the Register :—

Wholesale Purveyors ... ... None
Retail Purveyors 5
Eetail Purveyors who are not cowkeepers ... 1

Total ... 6

No action has been called for under the Milk and Dairies Ovder of 1926.
One licenca has been granted by the Counecil for the sale of milk under
The Miik Special Designations Order 1928, as pasteurised.

A reasomnable standard of cleanliness is observed and the premises are
all suitable for the purposes to which they are put. Three samples were
taken for Bacteriological examination on behalf of the West Suaffolk
County Couneil,

Meat Supply :

Number of Registered Slaughterhouses 2
Number of Licensed Slaughterhouses 1
G

Total

The water sopply, drainage aod arrangements for the removal of
refuse are eatisfactory. Thirty-four notices were received relating to
glanghtering taking place at other than the registered times. Three
carcases and twenty-two parts of carcases of pigs have been condemned
as unfit for buman food.

There are eight meabt shops. Two sell frozen or chilled meat, one
frozen and fresh meat, and five fresh meat only. They are kept in a
cleanly condition and reasonable precantions are taken for the protection
of meat from contamination. All have glazs windows. Oune shop opened
during the year was closed as the premises were unsuitable.
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Bakelhouses : O

There ave five bakebouses in the district. The premises are all suitable
for the trade, althongh one is undevground. Water supply and drainage
arve satisfactory. The requirements of Section 99 of the Factories and
Workshops Act relating to limewashing have been complied with.

Premises where Iee Cream is Manupactured :

Hamlet Road ... 1
Queen Street ... 1
Withersfield Road %
D’DWI"S lee LR R L X L LEX ] 1
High Street e 1

Total . 1B

Fried Fish Shops :

Queen Street 2
High Street ... 1

Total 3

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.

There is little to comment on under this heading as the diskrict has
been eomparatively free from cases of infectious disease. The only cases to
be notified being eight of scarlet faver, four of erysipelas, and two of
puerperal pyrexia. All the cases of scarlet fever were of a mild type and
were admitted to the Havechill Isolation Hospital.

Disinfection :

The Thresh steam disinfector at the Isolation Hospital is available for
the disinfection of infected bedding and clothing. Infected premises are
disinfected by the formalin spray or by fumigation. There are, however, no
special facilities for the cleansing and disinfection of verminous persons and
their belongings.

Bacteriological Examinations:

Specimens for examination are nsually sent to Dev. W. H. Harvey at
the Bacteriological Liaboratory, Green Street, Cambridge.
Diphtheria Antitoxin :

Antitoxin is obtained by practitioners when required and paid for, in
suitable cases, by the District Council.
Public Health ¢ Smallpox ) Regulations, 1917 :

No primary or re-vaccinations have been performed by your Medical
Officer of Health during the year under review,
Non-Notifiable Infoctious Diseases :

There has been no particular incidence of these diseases thab calls for
comment.

Notifieations were received from the schools relatine to 22 children
excluded on account of illness or infection in the house. This is the lowest
number I have received.






14

TUBERCULOSIS. O
New Cases and Mortality durin~ 1£24.
New Cases. Deaths.
Age _'[-;uli;: onary INun-Pu]munnr; Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.
Periods. | —
| M F 1 M F M F M F
i . = 2
1 |
o .
10
15 |
20 =3
25 |
o |
45 Lo ] '
55 |
L =
and upwards : i _ 1
Totals ..| — | 1 LR e s 1 =

No action bas been necessary under the Public Health (Prevention of
Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925 (relating to persons soffering from
tuberculosis and employed in the milk trade), or under Section 62 of the
Public Health Act, 1925 (relating to the compulsory removal to a hospital of
persons suffering from toberculosis).

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

Number of Factories, 15—Builders 1, Gasworks 1, Laundry 1, Printing
Works 1, Foundries 2, Millers 8, Baker 1, Ropeworks 1, Textile 2, Saw
Mills 1, Motor Engineers 1.

Workshops on the Register at the end of the year, 35—Builders 2,
Bootmakers 5, Basket Makers 1, Bakers 5, Dottling Stores 1, Cycle
Repairers 8, Dressmakers 2, Milliners 2, Saddlers 2, Silkweavers 2, Bhoeing
Smiths 2, Stonemasons 2, Tailors 4, Motor Engineers 2.

Inspections. Notices.

Workshops and Workplaces .. 109 =
Factories 42 LT
Total ... 151 —

Outworkers Lists :

Received from employers 4
Outworkers, actual number ... 95
Infected premises—Nil.

Nature of outwork—Wearing apparel.

ARTHUR MORGAN, M.A., M.R.C.S., D.P.H.
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