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Paysica. FeEaTures AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE
DisTRICT.

The County Borough of Hastings lies on the southern
slope of a range of hills, the highest point of which attains an
elevation of nearly 600 feet. The crest or ridge of this hilly
range forms the northern boundary of the borough, and is
distant from 1} to 24 miles from the shore, which is the
southern boundary. Towards the east also are hills pro-
tecting the town on this quarter., Minor hills, with inter-
vening valleys running mainly N. and 5., intersect the area
of the borough, which has an acreage of 4, 857 acres.

The geological formation consists of sandstune, sand,
and ferruginous clay. Chalk is not found in the neigh-
bourhood.

BiLLeTiNGg OF TrROOPS IN THE DISTRICT.

Early in December 1914, at a few hours notice, billets
had to be found for a whole brigade of soldiers. [t was
inevitable in the circumstances that a' certain amount of over-
crowding should at ficst ensue ; but in the course of time a
greal deal was done to remedy this evil ; while in other cases
soldiers were removed from houses which were found to be
unsuitable into more satisfactory quarters. -

~ Unfortunately, when they came into the Borough, a large
number of the men were suffering from sore-throat and acute
catarrhal affections of the air passages, and the advent of the
soldiers was followed by an outbreak of such complaints
amongst the civil population in whose houses they were
quartered. The effect of this prevalence of illness on the
elderly and the very young was very serious, and in the early
months of the past year the mortality amongst them was
exceptionally heavy, owing chiefly to the number of fatal
cases of influenza, pneumonia and bronchitis which were
registered during this period of the year. Later in the year,
after the departure of the Welsh Brigade, other troops,
which replaced them, were billeted at first on the inhabitants
of houses situated conveniently for military purposes and
afterwards to some extent in empty residences. The presence
of the troops added greatly to the work of the officials of the
Health Department, especially in regard to housing, infectious
disease and food inspection.
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The following Table shows briefly the results of the
working of the Act during the year,

| Dwellings

Riﬁ:::im" y L in which | Dwellings Closin

Houses | o qo'hy | Closing | defects | repaired, | p o | Oriers
Houwses Housesd |considered Medi | ard were el , afier | !E- R g
Demolished | Inspected. | unfic for .EIIEI’EIW made | remedied | Closing “F ““"” n'“""ﬁ".‘"“‘ g
habitation.| S | (nformalk] without | Order | VOMEE | SRR CIOES
Health Closing |{informal) P :

: Order.
16 263 17 7 25 16g 25 10

PueLic ELEMENTARY ScHoOLS.

There are within the Borough 22 Schools, 10 of which
are provided, and 12 Non-Provided.

There are in these Schools, 51 Departments (one less than
in the preceding year) avith 239 Teachers and accommodation
for 10,368 Scholars.

The average number on the Registers was 7,635 against
7,848 in 1914.
The average attendance was 6,626 compared with 6,965
in 1914.
The following local children are maintained in special
Institutions :(—
" Deaf and Dumb ... 3
[ndustrial and Truant a ST ||
Mentally Defective, Epileptic and Blind ... nil.

Dr. Turner, the School Medical Officer, having taken up
duty at the War Hospital, Croydon, on May 21st, the official
Medical Inspections at the Schools were suspended, and other
temporary arrangements were made for work at the School

Clinics.

At Halton Clinic, Dr. Daunt attended during two hours
on two daysin every school week, and at the St. Leonards
Clinic, Dr. Peck—until he went away on Military Service—

and afterwards Dr. Stanley gave their attendance at similar

hours. In the performance of these duties and also in the
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Such deaths are to be included in the number on which
the local death-rate is estimated, and accordingly inward
transfers have been made to the number of 45.

Subject to these corrections, namely, the addition of 45
deaths and the deduction of 101, the nett deaths for the year
were 905, and the death-rate was 17°3 per thousand of
estimated population.

This rate was much higher than it had been for some
years past which may be attributed to two chief causes.

The first of these was the abnormal mortality of the first
quarter, when the nett deaths numbered 328, including 171
of [persons aged 65 years and upwards ; and the second was
the changed constitution of the population in regard to age-
distribution. To this [ have already referred, and it must be
obvious that the absence on various forms of service con-
nected with the war of a considerable proportion of the
strongest and most healthy of our young adults leaves a
greatly diminished population, included in which are "the
infants, the “aged, and the weaklings, amongst whom the
death-rate is likely to be high. In more or less degree this
has been the experience of many districts in England and
Wales in the past year, the death-rate for the country being
15°1 against 139 in 1914,

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The rate of infantile mortality in 1915 showed a decided
increase when compared with the returns of the last three
years, being 97 per thousand of births compared with 64 in
1914, 83 in 1913, and 68 in 1912. In 1911 it was 104.

"Of the 79 deaths of infants under one year of age which
were registered in 1915, 43 occurred in the first quarter, in
which period 17 infant deaths were attributed to congenital
debility or premature birth, 11 to pneumonia, and 6 to
whooping cough., During the rest of the year the infantile
mortality rate was low.

From diarrhcea there was only one infant death in 19135,
which is an exceedingly satisfactory record ; it occurred in
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Visitor. She visits the house in due course, usually about a
week or ten days after the birth, and enters on the card
certain details as to the health of the infant and its circum-
stances, cleanliness and general condition of the home, and
notes any advice which she may deem it advisable to give,
The card she retains as a record of the number and dates of
her visits, and of the baby’'s progress, with other details.
Any insanitary conditions which she observes are reported to
the Health Department. During the past vear the visiting
was done by Nurse Dowsett, of the Local District Nursing
Association, to whom our thanks are due for the careful and
efficient manner in which she performed her duties.

The time she was able to devote to these dulies was, as
she found, inadequate for their proper performance, and it was
wisely decided by the Council to appoint a Health Visitor who
could give her whole time to the work.

The former arrangement with the District Nursing
Association terminated with the year, and on the 1st of
January of the current year Miss Wells, appointed as a whole-
time Health Visitor by the County Borough Council, took up
the work.

This lady is well qualified by training and experience for
the duties allotted to her, and has done for some vears much
visiting work in a poor London District.

One of her official duties will be to attend the weekly
sessions held at the two Institutes for Mothers which have
been established by voluntary agency, and at which much
useful work is being done in promoting the welfare of poor
mothers and their infants.

The work at both places goes on under the same roof as
the School Clinics of the Education Committee, but for a while
it lapsed during the past year.

This interruption came about in an unfortunate way, one
reason being that the daily cheap dinners were discontinued
when it was found that the improved financial position of the
mothers, owing to the war, rendered them unnecessary.

With their cessation, however, the attendance of the
mothers also rapidly declined.
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TusErCULOSIS.

The Scheme for the treatment of Tuberculosis remains,
owing to the War, in much the same position as at this time
lust year. All chance of proceeding with the proposed
buildings at the Sanatorium was lost; so that for children
and for advanced cases of Consumption no institutional
treatment is yet available putside of the Workhouse,

Women and girls, whether insured or un-insured, who are
in the early stages of pulmonary tuberculosis are eligible for
treatment in the Borough Sanatorium, where 16 beds are
apportioned to their use.

For male patients a few beds are reserved at the Eversfield
Hospital in the names of the Hastings Corporation and of the
locil Illﬁllr?l“i:k‘- (.:l'll?lﬂ'lillEE_

A few patients from the District received treatment
during the vear at the Royal National Sanatorium, Bourne-
mouth, the Maltings Farm Sanatorium, Navland, Fairlight
Sanatorium, Crooksbury Sanatorium and St. Michael’s Home.

Altogether 34 patients, 17 males and 17 females obtained
institutional treatment in the year.

Work at the Hastings Tuberculosis Dispensary, estub-
lished in the Qut-patients Department of the East Sussex
Huospital in 1913, continued throughout the year at the same
hours as before, namely 5.30 p.m. on Wednesdays and on

Saturdays at noon,

The expenses of this Dispensary are shared between the
East Sussex County Council and the Corporation of Hastings
and patients are received from both their districts. Treatment
is practically limited to pulmonary cases.

So far as Hastings is concerned 60 persons presented
themselves for examination and treatment against 79 in the
preceding year.

The decline in numbers is due to the fact that the
Hastings Insurance Committee sent but a small number of
patients when it was advised by the Commissioners that the
sime patients could not at the same time receive Dispensary
treatment as well as what is termed ancillary treatment,
meaning thereby an allowance of extra nourishment.

w
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Meat ... 1 Pig's Head (61bs.)...  Diseased Glands

S 4 Quarters Beef
(44 stone 2 lbs.) " "
" mes 4 111 ¥

(36 stone 14 Ibs.) Tuberculous.

(Seized when exposed for sale. Owner
fined £20 and costs).

A greater amount of time than is usually devoted by the
Inspectors to the matter was given to inspection of food in the
year 1915, owing to the demands of the Military Authorities
for the frequent examination of provisions and meals served
out to the soldiers who were stationed in the town. At one
time, in consequence of the men’'s dissatisfaction, their food
was inspected as often as thrice in the day; but it did not
appear that there was much ground for complaint either as to
the quality or quantity of the rations provided. This work
occupied for a while a considerable portion of the Inspectors’
time. Opportunities were also given to some of the Officers,
who would afterwards be responsible for inspection of military
food-supplies, to learn at the slaughter houses the appearances
of healthy and of diseased meat. 1 Dbelieve that these
demonstrations were greatly appreciated.

Orrensive Trapgs.

The business of gut-scraping is carried on in certain
premises in Elphinstone Road, the buildings being on an open
site and considerably remote from any dwelling-house.
Complaint of offensive odours emanating from these buildings
was made by a resident in the neighbourhood, but the
Inspector who wisits the premises from time to time was
unable to detect any ground of complaint. The business
appears to be carefully conducted.

The fat-melting house in Winding Street in a crowded
locality is unfavourably situated, but the method of work has
recently been very greatly improved, and complaints are now
seldom received.






























