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PirThHs Aaxnp BirTH-RATE.

The number of births registered during the vear again
showed a decrease, and was indeed lower than in any year since
the extension of the Borough.

DBirths of males were 540, of females 518, making a total
of only 1,058, against 1,125 in 1907, and 1,096 in 1906, which
latter figure was previously the lowest recorded. The birth-
rate likewise declined from 16:7 in 1907 and 16'3 in 1906 to
only 156 in 1908, the average in the ten veass 1898-1907 being
185 per thousand of estimated population.

In England and Wales the birth-rate in 1908 was 26'5
having been 263 in the preceding year, which was the lowest
ever recorded.

As regards the separate localities into which the district
1s divided, the number of births in 1908 as compared with
1907 fell in the Registration Sub-District of St. Mary Magdalen
from 370 to 346, in the Registration Sub-District of All Saints
from 516 to 495, in the Parish of St. Helen's from 205 to 179,
though it increased in the Parish of Hollington St. John from
34 to 38. The decrease in the whole Borough was 67.

The birth-rates in the localities named showed as usual
considerable inequality, ranging from onlv 125 in St. Mary
Magdalen to 26:8 in St. Helen's In All Saints the birth-rate
was 157 : in Hollington 5t. John 18.1.

fllegitimate Births—Although the number of births
registered in 1903 fell below that in any earlier vear, yet the
percentage of illegitimate births declined in even greater
proportion. Such births numbered 55 in 1908, having been 74
in 1907 and 80 in 1906. The proportion of illegitimate to total
births in 1902 was 81; in 1903, 54; in 1904, 72; in
1905, 78 ; in 1906, 7-3; in 1907, 66 ; in 1908, 52 per cent.

NATURAL INCREASE ofF THE POPULATION.

‘The natural increase of the population, that is, the number
by which the births exceeded the deaths, was 274, compared
with 273 in 1907.

The following table shows the natural increase of the
population in each quarter of 1908 : —
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remainder of the year. Diarrheeal diseases were not at all
prevalent, and the chiel contributory causes of infantile deaths,
in addition to the diseases mentioned above, were premature
birth and congenital debility. The disparity in the rate of
mortality amongst illegitimate infants as compared with those
born in wedlock was much less noticeable than usual, being
only 91 per thousand in the former against 81 in the
latter class.
INQUESTS.

Inquests were held on the bodies of 40 persons, compared

with 38 in 1907, and 56 in 1906.

The cause of death was returned as natural in 15 cases,
accidental injury in 17 cases, and suicide in 6 cases. Two
persons were found drowned, but there was no evidence to
show whether accidentally or otherwise.

UncerTiFIED DEATHS.

Six deaths were uncertified either by medical attendant
or by coroner after inquest, equivalent to (76 per ceni.
Death was attributed to heart disease in 4 cases, to premature
birth in one case, and to pulmonary haemorrhage in one case.

Deatis From CeErtain CLasses ofF DISEASE.
Amongst developmental diseases, premature birth was
accountable for 20 deaths; while 56 deaths were attributed to
old age,
These were at the following ages :—
Between 70 and 80 vyears, 11 deaths.

. e L e
3 B - OR300
Owver 100 years - - 1 death.

Of all deaths registered during the year, 391, or almost
exactly 50 per cent , were at ages above 60 vears.

Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 102 deaths; of
the digestive system, 41; of the urinary system, 49; of the
nervous system, 69 ; and of the circulatory system, 85.

Deaths from cancer or malignant disease numbered 92,
compared with 93 in 1907, and 94 in 1906. The cancer death-
rate was 1'35 per 1,000 of population, compared with 1'4 in
the preceding year. Thus the deaths from this cause formed
more than one-ninth of all deaths registered, but included those
of many persons who entered the town already suffering from
the disease.

From alcoholism and hepatic cirrhosis, 9 deaths occurred
against 19 in the preceding year, and 16 in 1906.
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Of all cases notified, 9, or 86 per cent, were removed
to the Isolation Hospital, and there were three deaths, giving a
case-mortality of 2'9 per cent. All the deaths occurred within
the week ended on April 11th, and of the fatal cases one
was imported.

Measles.—In the first quarter of the vear measles was very
prevalent at the west end of the Borough; where, in order to
arrest the spread of infection, as well as to avoid the risk of
serious complications run by children just recovering from, or
just sickening with, the disease, which might result from
exposure to cold, it was decided to close several of the Public
Elementary Schools for a limited period. The Schools thus
dealt with were:—St. Leonards Church of England Infants’,
Girls’, and Boys' Departments; Christ Church Infants’, Girls’,
and Boys’; and Silverhill Infants’ Department.

Deaths from measles numbered seven, of which three
occurred in the first quarter, two in the second, and two in the
third. The fatal cases were all amongst young children under
five years of age, to whom the infection was brought by older
children who contracted the disease most probably at School.

Smallpox.—No case of smallpox has occurred in the
Borough for five years.

The infant population is fairly well protected by vaccina-
tion against this disease,

Enteric Fever.—The DBorough once again enjoyed a
remarkable immunity from enteric (typhoid) fever, four cases
only occurring, one of which was imported and another
doubtful. Of the only two cases which were reported during
1907, one—an imported case, being that of a nurmse from
a fever hospital in Kent—proved fatal early in 1908. Thus,
one of the 1008 cases also terminating fatally, there were
two deaths from enteric fever during the past year against
none in 1907.

Whooping Cough.—Whooping cough again, as in the
preceding year, contributed most largely among the seven
chief epidemic diseases to the zymotic mortality. The
deaths from this disease numbered 11, compared with 13 in
the year 1907. It was prevalent in the Old Town at the
end of that year, and duoring the early months of 1908 the
infection spread through the eastern half of the Borough,
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DisiNFECTION,

Disinfection by steam of articles of clothing, bedding, etc.,
1s effected after occurrence of scarlatina, diphtheria, or smallpox
as a matter of routine, and in other infectious diseases, such as
phthisis, septicemia, erysipelas, as occasion offers or
circumstances require,

For this purpose the Corporation possesses two apparatus,
one at Rock-a-Nore and the other at the Sanatorium.

The work of the disinfecting staff comprised during the
vear the fumigation of 314 rooms, and of 9 Police Cells; the
disinfection of 518 sets of bedding, and of a large amount of
clothing, etc., from infected houses.

HousinG ACCOMMODATION.

For the needs of the present population the existing
accommodation i1s adequate ; indeed there are few, if any, parts
of the district where unoccupied dwellings may not readily
be met with. The question of the housing of the working-
classes formed the subject of detailed enquiry by a special
Committee of the Town Council about two vears ago whose
conclusions were summed up in the last Annual Report of
yvour Medical Officer. No change has since occurred which
calls for turther comment.

Of three dwellings which had been condemned as unfit
for habitation in the previous year and where no action
had been taken. up to the end of December in that year,
two have since been put into good repair and one has been
demolished.

Five other dwellings were demolished in 1908, nine were
closed and twelve put into thoroughly good sanitary state
bv their owners on informal notice.

The condition of dwelling houses receives the constant
attention of the health officials and a large amount of work
15 annually carried out through their instrumentality in
improvement of the house-drainage and the general sanitation
of the District.

New houses, while In course of erection, are under
the supervision of the Borough Surveyor,

By-laws regulating the conditions under which vans,
sheds, and tents may be occupied for human habitation
within the Borough are now under consideration. Their
adoption is rendered necessary by the insanitary conditions
caused by van dwellers who frequent certain spots in the
district, particularly in the Parish of Hollington St. John.






GRrAINs PER GALLON,
Oxygen absorhed from

permanganate.... 0-009 0.014
Chlorine ... 4.06 4:27
Nitric Acid ... trace trace
Ammonia ... 0.0000 00000
Alb. Ammonia 0-0000 0 0000

Micro OrGanisms PER Cusic CENTIMETRE.
Total 15 18
Liquifying ... 2 2
Coli ... 0 0

The analyses are made at frequent intervals by an
independent and experienced Analyst.

Prior to distribution the water is filtered through sand for
the removal of suspended and soluble inorganic matter.

At Brede and on the West Hill, St. Leonards, are
installations of pressure-filters; ordinary sand-flters being in
operation elsewhere.

A very small proportion of dwelling-houses obtain water
from sources other than the Corporation mains, extensions
of which are needed now chiefly in some outlying parts of St.
Helen's Parish.

The private wells still in use are being one by one closed.

The waters of this district appear to have no appreciable
plumbo-solvent action.

MiLk SuppPLY

The bulk of the milk consumed within the Borough 1s
brought in from other districts, sometimes from considerable
distances, and of the conditions under which it is produced
nothing is known here.

Samples are taken at frequent intervals at the station, the
dairy, or in course of delivery with results which are shown
below in the summary submitted by the analyst. ‘The addition
of chemical preservatives is not permitted in the Borough.

The condition of dairies cowsheds and milk-shops receives
due attention and several new cowsheds, replacing old ones,
have been erected during the year.

More stringent powers are needed to deal effectively with
the methods of milking ; and for this purpose the regulations
now in force in the district require to be amplified, so that due
provision shall be made for securing the cleanliness both of
milkers and of cows; which points are not specifically dealt
with under the existing code.


































































