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TO THE

MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND BURGESSES

OF THE

COUNTY BOROUGH OF HASTINGS.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit to you herewith my Eighteenth
Annual Report on the Health and Sanitary Condition of this
County Borough.

The statistics which 1t contains will show that the year
1907 will compare very favourably with any of its predecessors,
especially as regards the rates of mortality. The birth-rate,
16:67 per thousand of estimated population, was as usual a very
low one, but was, nevertheless, above that of the preceding year.
The general death-rate of 12'62 was the lowest on record; but
the outstanding feature of the year's returns was the extremely
low rate of infantile mortality, which was only 80 per thousand
of births compared with an average of 120 in the previous nine
years.

Among the seven chief epidemic diseases whooping cough
alone was somewhat unduly prevalent, and the death-rate
due to this class of disease—the zymotic death-rate—was
exceptionally low, being only 043 per thousand. That this
rate was so low is attributable chiefly to the unprecedentedly
small fatality from diarrheeal disease.

It has been one of my ambitions to be able to record the
passage of a complete year without the occurrence in this
Borough of a single death from typhoid fever; and this at
length has been realized in the year just ended. In each of the
two preceding years I was disappointed of this hope through an
imported case of the disease terminating fatally. Now three
years have passed without a death from typhoid fever of local
origin.
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I'he rates of mortality, general and zymotic, in the
different localities were as follows :—

In the Registration Sub-District of St. Mary Magdalen,
139 and 047 ; in the Sub-District of All Saints, 121 and 041 ;
in the Parish of St. Helen’s, 109 and (30 ; and in the Parish
of Hollington St. John, 92 and 0°48.

Thus in each locality low general and zymotic death-rates
were recorded.

In the above table all deaths of persons belonging to the
Borough are accounted for, and, where occurring in Public
Institutions, are referred to the several parishes from which
the persons were removed.

The deaths of T8 visitors are also included, for which no
correction 1s made.

The general death-rate was, as is usually the case, highest
in the first quarter of the year when acute pulmonary diseases
are rife, and in delicate or elderly persons are especially hable
to terminate fatally.

InFANTILE MorTALITY

One of the most notable features of the year's statistics was
the remarkable decline in the rate of infantile mortality, which
was only B0 per thousand of births compared with 125 in the
preceding vear, and an average in recent years of 120. The
rate of infantile mortality in England and Wales was
unprecedentedly low, being 118 (which is, however, nearly half
as much again as that of Hastings) ; in the 76 great towns,
including Hastings, it was 127; in 141 smaller towns, 122; in
England and Wales, less the 217 towns, it was 106.

This rate is, from a public health point of view, of peculiar
importance for two reasons. Firstly, because young infants,
being highly sensitive to the influence of their environment, are
a delicate test of the sanitary conditions by which they are
surrounded ; and secondly, because the rate, representing as it
does the proportion existing between the number of births
registered, and of deaths of infants under one year of age
actually occurring in a given period, is independent of estimates
of population, which are oftentimes the source of statistical
fallacies.

The infantile deaths, which in 1906 numbered 137, were
only 90 in the year now under consideration, the numbers in the
several quarters of the year being 32, 23, 14 and 21. It will be
seen that the mortality was least in the third or summer
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Whooping Cough.—This disease, often so lightly regarded,
is yet one which from time to time occasions very heavy
mortality amongst young infants. Indeed, if it becomes epidemic
at a cold season of the year a large number of deaths of
babies from this complaint must certainly be looked for. It
becomes prevalent at intervals of two or three years, spreads
through the Infant Departments of the various Elementary
Schools one after another, and infection is thence carried by
the children to their homes, where it attacks the younger
members of their families with not infrequently fatal effect.
The spread of infection is extremely difficult to arrest, because
the disease is already highly infective in its earliest stage
when the symptoms are indistinguishable from those of an
ordinary cold.

In 1907, 13 deaths were attributed to whooping-cough
which was prevalent in the West of the Borough early in
the year, and towards its close in the East.

None of the children who succumbed were of school age.

Scarlet Fever.—Scarlet fever again proved somewhat
troublesome, notifications being received to the number of
193, against 214 in 1906. Cases were the most numerous in
the first quarter, when 83 were reported. When the disease
shows itself in so mild a form as it has done in recent years,
it 1s difficult in many instances for parents to realize that the
apparently innocent symptoms displayed by their children
can possibly indicate the presence of a disease of so formidable
a reputation as scarlet fever Hence no advice is considered
necessary, no precautions are taken, and infection spreads
through an almost uninterrupted attendance at school. 1
visited some of the schools in which the occurrence of small
batches of cases seemed to suggest the presence therein of
some child acting as the unrecognised source of infection,
sometimes with success, sometimes with negative result.

The disease was several times imported. In one instance,
in the case of a visitor's child, where the illness had commenced
soon after arrival in the town, the statement was made in
reply to enquiries that the family had travelled from London
part of the way in the same carriage as another party, one
member of which was noticed to be desquamating in a very
suspicious manner. The patient’s father protested indignantly
against the person travelling in a public carriage while
infectious, and at the earliest opportunity transferred his
belongings to another. Probably here was the origin of his

child's subsequent illness, and possibly also of other cases.
The offender could not be traced.
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TABLE V.
HASTINGS COUNTY BOROUGH.

IvFasmine MoOmRTALITY DURING THE YRAR 100F.

Deaths from stated Causes in Weeks and Months under One Year of Age.

|

o 4 a
g T (] (R R R R §
2ol aliel 2| 2| 2] 22| | 2] 2|2 13|E
OAUSE OF DEATH | El8|BlPs)E|E|EIE[E|EBIE|EIS|=]|=
sElElE|E %E AlA|A|A|AA|A| AT o E gg
S B B B e 8 B o -
All Certified .........[18 | 2 |3 |7Ja00o|i0D|10|2|6|2|1|4|H]|4]|4] 88
Causes Uncertified ..... J 2 i 2
Small-pox......... [F7a
Chicken-pox
s Measles............ 1 1
Ly Gm;imnn Scarlet Fever ... 1 1
Infectious ‘{ﬁiphtharia:}lem_
Diseases branous Croup
Whooping
\ Cougl 3 3 1 1
. Diarrheea, all J -
form 1 9 3
Enteritis
ii. Diarrheeal ] Muco-enteritis,
Digease. Gastro-enteritis 1 1 9
(Fastritis, (ras-
tro-intestinal
Catarrh 1 1
(Premature Birthj11 |1 |1|2 151 18
Congenital
, Defects| 1 1{1] 3 1 4
ili. Wasting [ Injury at Birth | 2 9 9
[Vigenses. Want of Breast-
milk, Starvation 1 1
Atrophy, Debil-
\ _ity, Marasmus| g 1/8]10]2|3 1 1 17
{ Tuberculous
Meningitis 1 1
Tuberculous
iv. Tubercu- | Peritonitis :
lou Diseases, Tabes Mesen-
terica
Other Tubercu-
lous Digeaszes 1 1
( Erysipelas ...... 11 1 1 2
Syphilis 1 1
Rickuta FEERERPESR
Meningitis (not
Tuber 8) 1 21 3
v Other Convulsions 1 1 1 1)1 5
Causesa | Bronchitis ...... o 1 1 4
Laryngitis ...... 1 1
Pneumonia ..... d al2|3 1 1/2(1]12
Suffocation,
overlying
, Other Causges ... 1 1 1 1 3
Tatal L2023 ITi2loN0oN0ol2i6l 2011415614141 90
District of Hastings ﬂ;:unt;,r Bﬂmugli — Population, 67,477,
egitimate 106 to middle of 1907.)
Births in the Y“r{ illegitimate 74. Deaths in the ]_ ];ef;ltamutu infants B&.
T R L e e e ST e e ey PR - | Ly o RO PR (g g _piopny e

I
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TABLE YV
HASTINGS.—8T.

MorTALITY

MARY MAGDALEN DISTRICT.

DURING THE YEAnR 1907.

Deaths from stated Canses in Weeks and Months under One Year of Age.

|

CAUSE OF DEATH.

Certified

All causes | [ ertified ...

1 13 | Under 1 Week.

s BSmall-pox
Chicken-pox
Measlea .. ......
; Bearlet Fever ...
| Diphtheria: Men-
branons Croup
1 Whooping
\ Cough
Diarrheea, all
forms

CEE

i. Common
Infections
Diseases

Enteritis,
Muco-enteritis,
Gastro-enteritis
Gastrititis, Gas-
tro-intestinal
Gﬂtarrhl
fPremature Birth
Congenital
Defects
J Injury at Birth
Want of Breast-
milk, Starvation
Atrophy, De-
, bility Marasmus
Tuberculous
Meningitis
Tuberculous
Peritonitis :
Tabes
Mesenterica
Other Tubercu-
*  lous Diseases
[ Erysipelas ......
Syphilis .........
Rickets .........
Meninﬂl,is (nat
Tuberculous)
Convulsions ...
Bronchitis ......
Laryngitis ......
Prnenmonia......
Suffocation,
overlying ...
L. Other Causes ...

ii. Diarrhoeal
Dizeases,

iii. Wasting
Digsazes,

iv. Tubercu- ]
lons Dizseases.

v. Other
Causes,

34 Weeks,
Total under 1
month
1-2 Montha.

% Weeks.

1-2 Weeks.

—

|:'-.l-:l

1 1

all

a3 Months.
341 Months.

4-5 Months.

56 Months.

2
-

|
|

3

11]1[3] 8

Months.
7-8 Months.
&9 Months
410 AMonths,
lli;-ll Months.
11-1-2 Months.
Total Deaths

67

|
| |
|

| ]
=]

o
=
—
&)

nnder 1 Year.

[

1

3

8 T T

District (or sub-divigion) of St. M
Births in the year

ary Magdalen :—

legitimate 357.
illegitimate 13.

Deaths from all Causes at all Ages 382,

28

Pnpu]nl.tii:l;n_:. .ET,E{I'U.

(Estimated to middle of 1907.)

Deaths in the
year of

legitimate infants 26.
illegitimate infants 2.

{
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TABLE V.
COUNTY BOROUGH OF HASTINGS—ALL SAINTS DISTRICT.

IsFasTILE MORTALITY DURING THE Y ear 18907.

Deaths from stated Canses in Weeks and Months under One Year of Age.

& s | el = | -
COAUSE OF DEATH, E%EEEE%"E (8|5 |E E QEE s
E;Eb—ﬁiﬁﬁaazﬁggfz_ﬂgﬁ
SIE|Z|INE |22 21T T |22 .
All [Certified .. ... 12|11 |2|211713|5|612|3|2|—=|21(18|4]|1])%F
Causes | Uncertified ......
{Small-pox .....
Chicken-pox ...
1 Connnon é‘[‘BELB]I.Eﬂ l"
lnfﬂ:-l.imm-:‘ifi“lr L}t' :3:.;51 1 1
Disenscs ipht I'F!l'la-.l ETT
branous Croup
Whooping
\ Congh 2 1 1 4
 Diarrheea, all
forms 1 1 ]
Enteritis,
iil. Diarrheeal | Muco enteritis,
[Mzeaszes Guastro-enteritis 1 1
Gastritis, Gas-
tro-intestinal
Clatarrch 1 1
 Premature Birth| 5 | 1 1] 711 8
{:"I'I_‘_"l:."ll'i.‘tlll
Defects| 1 111 3 1 4
iii. Wasting | Injury at Birth| 1 1 1
Discasea | Want of Breast
Milk, Starvation. 3 1
Atrophy, Debil-
\ ity, Marasmus| § i i 1 1 8
Tuberculons
Meningitis 1 1
Tuberculons
iv Tuberculons Peritonitis :
Diseages | Tabes Mesen-
terica
Other Tubercu-
L lous Diseases 1 1
(Erysipelas ......
Syphihs ......... 1
Ricketa .........
Meningitis  (not
Tube reulous) 1 1 2
v. Other Convulsions ...
Canszes, \ Bronchitis ...... 1 1 1 5
Laryngitis ...... 1 1
Pneumonia ...... 1|2 1 12 7
Suffocation,
overlying ...
Other Causes ...
12({1|2l2)1v13|6l6|2|8|2|—|211/3]|4]|1147
District (or sub-division) of All Saints :— Population, 31,3560.
Rirths in the year legitimate  487. ¢ b o
- y illegitimate 29, Deaths int.h:e{ legitimate infants  43.
Deaths from all Causes at ali Ages 379. year of illegitimate infants 4.
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TABLE V.
HASTINGS COUNTY BOROUGH.—ST. HELENS DISTRICT.
IxFayTiLE MoRTALITY DURING THE YEAR 1907.

Deaths from stated Canses in Weeks and Months under One Year of Age,

CAUBE OF DEATH.

Month.
11-12 Months.

Under 1 Week.
1-2 Weeks
34 Weeks,
Total nnder 1
1-2 Months.
2.3 Eﬂth&-
34 Months.
-I—E Months.
56 Months
G- Months.
-8 Months
8-9 Aonths
310 Monihs,
lLlI—lli. Months.
Taotal Deaths
under 1 Year

23 Weeks.

1
1
|

B
L]
&
-
]

Al Cartified.......... '
Causes. Uncertified......

Small-pox ......
Chicken-pox .. ([
| Measles  .ooveeee. .
| l'[&::'tﬂg: Scarlet F:cv-:r.., | .
I Di Diphtheria: Mem- ;
g anous Croup
Whooping
Cough ,
¢ Diarrheea, all : |
forms |
iz Enteritis, : .
ii. Diarrheeal | Muco-enteritis, | .
Diseases, Gastro-enteritis ;1 | | 1
Gastritis, (Gas- |
L tro-intestinal
Catarrh
( Premature Birth| g 3 3
Congenital
e W Defects
ui. Wasting | Injury at Birth
Diseases. | “"jant of Breast-
milk, Btarvation
Atrophy, Debil- "
\ity, Marasmus 1 b
Tuberculouns . < [
Meniugitiﬁli
Tuberculous

v, Tubercu-J] Peritonitia :
lous Diseases. ) Tabes Mesen- | |

—
—
i
s

i L

terica
Other Tubercu-
kEr luﬁus lDiamea - i
(Lrysipelas ... ... [
Syphilis ......... ; ;
Rickets .........
Meningitis (mof
Tu ous) 1
v. Other J Convulsions ... 1
causes | Bronchitis ...... 1
Laryngitis ......
Pneumonin ...... 1
Suffocation,
overlyin
‘\Other Gauuuﬁ g | '

—_— 0 - =
1 |

e

4 o| 6132 | latal 1alksa

Parish of St. Helens :— - Population, 6,570.
Birthe in the year { ]!ﬁmhmatg 176. (Estimated to middle of 1907.)

itimate 30. Deaths in the | legitimate infants, 13.
| Deaths from all Causes at all Ages 72. year of illegitimate infants, 1.

———
_







