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legal proceedings would be taken against the parents. 1 could not
ascertain that any precautions had been taken on the journey to prevent
infection, so that it is not unlikely that their fellow-passengers may
have fallen ill from the infection to which they were exposed.

Of the 165 cases notified, 75, equivalent to 43 per cent., were
removed to the Sanatorium. There were only 3 deaths of persons
belonging to the District from this disease, all of which oceurred during
the first quarter, and among patients nursed at their own homes.

Though most of the sufferers were, as usual, children, systematic
enquiry falled to show any special incidence of the disease on the
children attending any particular elementary school.  Nine cases,
however, occurred among the scholars at one private school, the out-
break following closely on the re-assembling of the boys after the
Christmas Holidays. In no instance was there any evidence of infected
milk supply.

Smallpor. The most unfortunate occurrence of the year was the
troduction of this disease into Hastings from Lancashire in January,
1894, On the 5th of the month [ received the notification of a case m
a crowded part of St. Andrew’s Parish. On visiting the spot [ ascer-
tained that the patient was a man who had only been in the town a
few days. He informed me that cases had recently occurred in the street

in Oldham where he resided. He—wa: - -
This block of buildings was ergetd in

1886 for the isolation of small-pox cases, but had not lp#herto been
used for the purpose. Here he was placed in chapg® of two male
attendants, m.ls strict orders were given that there~ghould be no com-
munication with the Scarlet Fever Hospital. Phe two blocks are 83
yards apart, and the grounds are separated”by a high brick wall in
which is a door which was kept locked. ~Tn spite of the precautions
enjoined, the disease appeared inAle Scarlet Fever block about
January 22nd, and subsequently it the Workhouse (nearly 300 yards
a.wa.g}, and in other houses”in the neighbourhood. As these are
in the Rural District I didnot have the opportunity of investigating
the outhreak, but I priderstand that after close enquiry by the Rural
Medical Officer gf Health, and subsequently by Dr. Bruce Low of the
Loeal Govermgsént Board, who was here at the time on the  Cholera
Survey ” ofthe district, the probable solution of the spread was believed
to lie praérial convection. This power of infecting persons at a distance
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For several months during the summer special facilities were given
to all persons so desirous of protecting themselves against small-pox by
undergoing re-vaccination.  For this purpose a second vaccination
station was opened, with evening attendances to suit the convenience
of the classes for whom the benefit was intended, and the choice of calf
lymph or of humanised lymph was gratuitously offered. I regret to say
there was absolutely no response on the part of the publie to this
advance, although duly advertised. = Amongst the more educated,
however, considerable numbers of persons were re-vaccinated by their
medical attendants, and in invaded households I personally performed
the operation on many of the inmates (unless their own doctor preferred
doing it himself) in order that there might be no delay.

Measles. Remarkably few cases of this have come to my know-

ledge, and the deaths in all number only & for the year—Iless than half
the average.

Whooping Cough. During the year 20 deaths, all of children under
5 years of age, were reported ; 16 of these were in the first half of the
year. The disease tends to recur at intervals of two or three years—
as soon as an unprotected infant population has sprung up. Most
persous look on it as one of the inevitable accidents of childhood, and
little or no attempt is made amongst the poor to isolate the disease—
which 1s besides a matter of great difficulty owing to the insidious onset
and the protracted infectiousness of the malady.  There is, however,
no excuse for the culpable exposure of infecticus persons in public
places—omnibuses, railway carriages, and places of worship or enter-
tainment—which 1s so common amongst all classes of society. Although
the probability is great that every person who lives to adult life will
have passed through an attack of the disease, yet looking at the heavy
mortality that it occasions amongst the infant population, it is surely a

public duty to use all precautions in our means to minimise the risk of
spreading infection,

Amongst children under 5 years of age the deaths from Whﬂupizﬁ
Cough during the past year exceeded in number the deaths from
other Zymotic diseases put together.

Diphtheria.  From the autumn of 1891 to the spring of 1894 the
number of cases and of fatal cases of this disease had been much above
the average.

At no time assuming epidemic proportions, the malady yeb
simmered in our midst, being sustained apparently both by fresh im-
portation of infection and by a series of a-typical and mild cases whose
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existence could be only suspected and not proved, but which yet served
to prevent the disease from dying out, in spite of our efforts to control
its spread. Following upon an unusual prevalence in the Rural
District in 1890, the disease in the following year invaded the town,
and one of the most satisfactory features of the past year has been the
gradual but complete subsidence of this visitation.  After causing 8
deaths in the first quarter of the year, the notifications became
steadily fewer during the ensuing quarter with enly two deaths; and
thereafter for the rest of the year, a few sporadic and chiefly mild cases
only occurred, several of which were admittedly donbtfully diphtheritic.

Before the close of the year, however, 4 cases, with 2 deaths,
occurred in one of the elementary schools, but on the re-assembling of
the children after the Christmas holiday no further cases broke out,
and the whole district has been now for six weeks entirely free of this
distressing disease,

Typhoid Fever. Inclusive of 8 imported cases and of {wo in
which the diagnosis was considered doubtful, 22 cases of this disease
were notified. Of the 14 cases of local origin, 11 were attributed to
insanitary conditions of houses, one to polluted water supply (from a
private well), and two could not be accounted for. Of the 8 imported
cases, 4 were brought from London, 2 from the Continent, and 2 from
other parts.

_ In no instance was there any spread of the disease beyond the
primary cases. There was no antumnal increase, and the local cases
were below the average,

Diarrheea. Only 6 deaths were recorded dnring the year from
this cause ; 4 of these were deaths of infantsin the third quarter. For
several years past the deaths from this disease have been remarkably
few, indicating, I believe, an improved sanitary condition of the dwel-
lings of the poor. The death-rates for the last seven years from
diarrheeal diseases have been :—
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end application has now been made to the Local Government Board
furaﬁ':an to secure two additional acres of land adjoining the site
ocenpied by the existing Sanatorinm. Here it is proposed to build
isolation blocks for patients suffering from Secarlatina, Diphtheria,
and Enteric Fever, for which purpose the site is admirably
adapted. The present year will, I trust, see the building of the
Hospital well in hand.

Common Lodging-Houses, The supervision of the Common Lodging-
Houses which had been hitherto in the hands of the Chief Constable
of Police, was, on the resignation of this office by the latter, entrusted
to the Suh-Inspector of Nuisances. Since his appointment early in the
year he has paid frequent visits to the houses, and erurta a steady
improvement in their eondition, both as regards cleanliness and in
structural repair. Impravements have been carried out in one in the
way of ventilation. Towards the close of the year a new house was
registered in addition to the two already in oceupation, It is sitnated
in Wellington Court, is well lighted and ventilated, and the sanitary
arrangements are good. It is a great improvement on the older ones,
and will compare favourably with those in other towns. There is now
accommodation in the three registered houses for 98 persons.

Slaughter-houses. The five slaughter honses in the District have
all been inspected from time to time, and when required limewashed,
In one slaughter-house better storage of water has been provided. The
new bye-laws, which came into force at the latter end of 1893, would
appear to have worked well, and T have received no complaint of nui-
sance from the slanghter-houses during the year.

Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops. At the request of the Sanitary
Committee, and with the assistance of the Town Clerk, I drew up a
series of Regulations under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops
Order of the Priv}- Council, 1885, (a) fur the inspection of cattle in
dairies, (b) for preseribing and regulating the lighting, ventilation,
eleansing, draining, and water supply of dairies and cowsheds, (¢) for
securing the cleanliness of milk stores, milk shops, and of milk vessels
used for containing milk for sale, (d) for preseribing precautions to be
taken by purveyors of milk and persons selling milk by retail against
infeetion or contamination.

The above regulations came into force at the end of the year,
Additional means of protecting the milk supply were obtained by the
adoption of the Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act duriug the year,
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The Inspector has also taken under the Sale of Food and Drugs
Act, 24 samples of milk, 5 samples of spirits, and 2 samples of lard ;
also 5 samples of butter under the Margarine Act, and submitted them
to the Public Analyst. Thirty-four of these samples were reported
genuine ; but in the case of one sample of milk and one of whisky,
which were reported adulterated, successful prosecutions were
instituted.

The following Meteorological Report was kindly supplied to me by
the Borough Meteorologist :

The Mean Temperature of the past year (1894) at the elevation
of 170 feet above the sea was 50'8. This is considered to be as much
as 2'2° above the mean temperature of this locality. The coldest
month was January, with a mean of 38'8, the extreme temperature of
11°8 registered during the early morning hours of the 5th being the
lowest shade temperature recorded in Hastings from a properly mounted
and verified instrament. The warmest month was July, with a mean
of 61'6. The entire range of shade temperature from 118 to 82°2 on
July 1st was almost 11 degrees in excess of the mean amount. The
daily range of shade temperature was 11'7 degrees, and was nearly one
degree more than the yearly mean.

The Rainfall during the year was very heavy. I can find no
other record during the past twenty-one years of so large an amount.
The total fall of 3598 inches was somewhat over 6 inches more than
the mean. The month of October was as usual the wettest month of
all, and March was the dryest. The number of days on which rain fell
was 16 above the mean.

Bright Sunshine.—The amount recorded was 16938 hours, and
was 52°4 hours less than the mean of the previous eleven years. May
was the brightest month with 227'2 hours, and December the dullest
with 62°3 hours. The number of sunless days was, however, again very
few, amounting to only 62 in all. I am sorry that owing to the late-
ness of published returns from other places it is impossible to make any
useful comparisons,
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