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Harwich Port Health Authority

Harwich, January, 1951.
To the Chairman and Members of the Port Health Authority.

Dear Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year
1950 in accordance with Ministry of Health Circular 103 /50, dated
12th October, 1950.

The History of the Port of Harwich goes back for over 1,000
years. The development in connection with the Packet Boat
Service with Continental Ports has taken place within the last
century, and there is as yet little evidence of any material effect
due to the introduction of air travel. The traffic and the trade of
the port have been maintained at a satisfactory level throughout

the year.

1, JURISDICTION, POWERS, ETC.

There is no change under this heading from the Report for
the previous year.
1L ACCOMMODATION FOR VESSELS

There 1s no change under this heading from the Report for
the previous year.

111 TRADE OF THE PORT

The total tonnage, including Ministry of Transport trafiic
entering the Port during 1950 was 3,025,361.

1V. TRAFFIC OF THE PORT (Passenger)
The amount of passenger traffic during the past four years is
given below :
Number of
Puassengers Inward Quitward Total
1947 ... 214,269 192,184 406,453
1948 ... 264,783 216,961 481,744
1949 ... 240,336 221,331 461,667
1950 ... 229,108 216,735 445,843
V. MEDICAL INSPECTION OF ALIENS

During the year the number of ships carrying Aliens arriving
at the Port of Harwich, was 1,130 compared with 1,301 during
the previous year.



The total number of Aliens arriving at the Port was—98,609.
Of these 98,518 landed, while 151 were refused leave to land by
the Immigration Officer.

Corresponding figures for previous years are:

Year Aliens landed Examined %
1935 S 80,639 2,031 2.5
1936 e 91,406 2,790 3
1937 o 97,990 2,952 3
1938 vt 303,631 6,099 5.8
1939 87,030 (9 months) 24,221 26.0
1945 3,880 (2 months) 2,185 56
1946 W 51,203 5,503 10.7
1947 e 94,577 6,047 6.3
1948 e 132139 6,963 4.4
1949 ... 105,090 8,030 7.6
1950 o 98,518 9,244 9.4

The number of Aliens who were given a detailed examination
was 9,244 in the following classes:

I. Ministry of Labour permits ... ey 1)

2. Intending to take up employment and remain
in the country over 3 months ... SRR 1) i

Intending to make their home in this country 759
4. Students coming for Educational purposes ... 78

In regard to whom there is any mention of
health as a reason for their visit 3

6. Who appear to the Immigration Officer
(@) Not to be in robust health 53
() To be mentally or physically

abnormal or sub-normal ... : 12
(¢) To be dirty in their person 1
(d) To need examining for other
reasons 15
7. Seamen travelling as passengers ... 4
Total ... 9,244

It was found necessary on Medical Grounds to refuse 4 Aliens
permission to land and in 9 other cases certificates were issued
(see table B1).



NATIONALITIES

American ... 12 Indonesian 3
Austrian ... = 43 Israeli 3 3 |
Belgian ... 5 Italian 10
Brazilian ... R | Latvian ... 3 127
Chinese | Lithuanian ... 9
Czech e s 106 Luxemburgian ... I
Danish i v <1, 306 Norwegian 5 24
Dutch e o L 1A3 Polish 110
Estonian ... 26 Rumanian ... 14
Finnish 68 Swedish ... 68
French 4 Swiss 58
German ... ... 5966 Ukranian ... 20
Greek 3 Yugoslav ... 20
Hungarian . o 8 Stateless ... e 85

It is of interest to note that the proportion of Ahens who
were submitted to detailed examination is (with the exception of
the months immediately preceding and following the Second World
War) the highest recorded since the introduction of the Aliens
Order, 1920.

During the year consideration has been given to the practica-
bility of improving the amenities for carrying out Medical Exam-
inations, and it is hoped that it will be possible to effect a consider-
able improvement in this direction early in 1951.

In carrying out the detailed examinations the Medical Inspec-
tors were ably assisted by the two Female Attendants.

The reduction in the number of ships carrying Aliens and
also in the number of Aliens landed (as compared with the pre-
vious year) is wholly accounted for by the cessation of the arrival
of European Voluntary Workers, who, prior to 27th July, 1950,
were transported in specially chartered ships. The number of
European Voluntary Workers passengers who travelled in official
parties was 3,084, comprising 3,067 women, 7 adult dependants
and 10 children,

VI DECLARATION OF HEALTH

There is no change under this heading from the report for the
previous year.

VIL QUARANTINE STATION
No change.

VIIl. IMPORTATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

The majority of the ships which enter the Port convey pas-
sengers from Belgium, Germany, Holland and Scandinavia, and
consideration has, therefore, to be given to the risk of the impor-
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tation of @nfectious {:_liseases from these countries. The incidence
of such diseases during the year occurring in Passengers and
Crews 1s shown in Table C.

IX. HOSPITAL FACILITIES

Under the National Health Service Act, 1946, patients
suffering from infectious disease are admitted to the Isolation Hos-
pital, at either Colchester or Ipswich.

Persons suffering from non-infectious diseases may be accom-
modated at the Harwich and District Cottage Hospital or at
Colchester.

X. WIRELESS MESSAGES

Arrangements in operation for some time past are still in
force.

XL MEDICAL INSPECTION OF VESSELS

Regular inspections have been carried out on all vessels en-
tering the Port. Details are given on a later page.

XIL CLEANSING STATION

The agreement with the Harwich Borough Council continues
to be in force. During the year it has not been necessary to cleanse
or disinfect any person.

XIIL VENEREAL DISEASES

Facilities for treatment which have been in operation for
several years have been maintained throughout 1950.

XIV. PSITTACOSIS

In connection with The Parrots (Prohibitions of Imports)
Regulations, 1930, 2 budgerigars arrived at the Port during the
year. These were re-exported under the regulations.

The cordial relations between the Customs Department, the
Immigration Department, the British Railways, the United Ship-
ping Co., and the Zeeland Shipping Co., have been maintained. A
satisfactory liaison has also been established with the Ministry
of War Transport Officials controlling the B.A.O.R. Troopship
Service. Without such relationship it would be impossible for the
work of the Port 1o be carried out in an efficient manner.

In presenting this report, it gives me much pleasure to express
my appreciation of the work carried out by the various members
of the staff.

I have the honour to be Mr. Chairman,
Your obedient servant,
J. ROLAND HETHERINGTON,
Port Medical Officer.



TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF HARWICH PORT
HEALTH AUTHORITY.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report of the work
of the Department for the year 1950.

During the year 2,037 vessels of a total net tonnage of
3,025,361 tons (including B.A.O.R. Troopships) entered the Port,
consisting of 1,701 wvessels from Foreign Ports and 336 vessels
Coastwise. The slight reduction in the number of vessels entering
the Port from the number that entered during 1949 (2,085 vessels)
was due to the fact that in May 1950, the schedule for B.A.O.R.
Troopships was altered from daily sailings to sailings on alternate
days.

PORT SANITARY ADMINISTRATION

A general improvement has been observed in the cleanliness
of crews’ accommodation on vessels. The vessels from Foreign
Ports consisted mainly of vessels belonging to British Railways,
Danish Shipping Coy., Zeeland Shipping Coy., and vessels
chartered by the Ministry of Transport for carrying Troops and
Military Personnel to and from the Continent.

Many of these vessels are of post-war construction, and comply
in general with the standards laid down by the Ministry of Trans-
port in 1937, which prohibit the construction of accommodation
forward makes provision for such amenities as separate mess-
rooms, food. clothes, and oilskin lockers, separate wash-places
with hot and cold running water, drying rooms, etc. It was
generally found that crews appreciated these improved conditions,
and endeavoured to maintain their quarters in clean condition.

A fair number of sailing and motor barges employed on
coastal trade, use the Port carrying grain to Felixstowe Dock and
Mistley, also small coasters carrying coal to Harwich Gas Coy.
Although many of these vessels are very old, they were found to
be maintained in clean and satisfactory condition.

In addition to the above, frequent inspections have been
carried out on Tugs and Harbour Craft.

A converted R.A.F. launch is being used as a permanent
dwelling by man and wife, and is at present moored in Gasworks
Creek. This vessel is permanently afloat, and does not lie on the
mud. It has been inspected. and accommodation and amenities
appear to be satisfactory.

Constant vigilance is kept on vessels for cockroaches and
steam-flies.  Several small infestations were discovered and
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successfully dealt with. Most vessels now carry their own supply
of insecticides, and crews have been instructed in the methods
of using same. British Railways have their own Disinfestation
department. and the services of this Department can be called
for their own vessels when necessary.

The Port Health Authority has an agreement with the
Harwich Borough Council for the use of their steam disinfector,
when necessary.

331 vessels have been inspected during the year. Defects
were found on 49 vessels, and 41 were rectified.

It was not found necessary to issue any Statutory Notices
during the year.

Table A shows the amount and details of the shipping
entering the Port during the year, and Table J shows classification
of Nuisances and Defects found on vessels. A summary of
Nuisances and defects dealt with on vessels is shown as Appendix I.

Water Supply

The water for shipping and the Port is supplied by the
Tendring Hundred Waterworks Co. Supervision is exercised over
cleanliness and protection from contamination of the hydrants
and the condition of supply hoses.

No samples were taken from vessels for chemical analysis
or bacteriological examination.

The only water boats in use at the Port are those used to
supply vessels of the Reserve Fleet, and do not come under the
control of this Authority.

Rodent Control and Measures

Regular inspections have been carried out on all vessels with
regard to rat infestation. No rats were found on vessels during
the year. This was mainly accounted for by the class of vessels
using the Port, the state of cleanliness of vessels, short length of
voyage, and class of cargo carried. The small coastal barges using
the Port were also found to be free from rat infestation.

No vessels entered the Port during the year from Infected
or Suspected Ports.

The Railway Executive employ their own experienced rat
catchers, who make regular visits to the Port, and special
attention is paid to the work of detection of rodents on quays.
wharves, warehouses, Hotel, Marine Shops, Stables. etc. From
the results of these campaigns it was evident there was no
serious infestation in these areas.
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19 wvessels applied for Deratisation Certificates during the
year. These were found to be free from rat infestation, and
Exemption Certificates were issued in each case. Particulars of
Certificates issued are shown in Table H. The sum of £52 2s, Od,
was collected by the Port Health Authority for the inspection of
vessels and the issue of Certificates, at the scale of fees for this
service fixed by the Ministry of Health.

No rats were sent for examination for Plague during the
year.

Table F shows rats destroyed during the year in Docks,
Warehouses, etc.

Colorado Beetle

One Colorado Beetle was found on a vessel arriving from
Belgium in September. This was forwarded to the Ministry of
Agriculture Plant Pathology Laboratory, and a thorough
examination was carried out on vessel and cargo.

No further specimens were found during the year.

Ticks on Tortoises

Considerable numbers of tortoises were imported from
Denmark during the early part of the year, for sale in pet shops.
It was noticed that a large number of these tortoises were heavily
infested with ticks. Specimens of these were forwarded to the
British Museum for identification. The report received was
“ The parasites which you found on tortoises are species of tick
(Hyalomma Syriacum), a common parasite of tortoises. It is
probable that the tick lives only on tortoises, therefore its
importation into this country is not important from a National

point of view.” In view of this Report, no further action was
taken.

FOOD INSPECTION

A summary of foodstuffs imported through the Port during
the year 1s shown in Appendix II

The imports of food through the Port during the year com-
pare very favourably with the 1949 figures. Such commodities
as fresh fruit and vegetables, fish. cheese, biscuits are greatly
increased. There was a decrease of poultry and offals.

A new importation was Quick-frozen Cooked Pork Loins, in
joints of 3-4 lbs. These arrived in very good condition, and
25,579 packages were imported during the year.

Large quantities of tinned fruits, meat, hams, and fish have
also been received from Denmark, Holland and Belgium. Trouble
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was experienced with one consignment of Dutch tinned fruit,
many of the tins showing signs of rust, efforts to re-clean and
fresh labels put on. The whole consignment was examined, and
a considerable number of tins condemned.

In June, a consignment of cherries from Italy was found to
be heavily infested with Cherry Fly Maggot. The Ministry of
Agriculture sent down two experts who confirmed this, and the
entire consignment was destroyed.

Considerable quantities of Dutch and Danish Oysters and
Danish Mussels have been imported. Weekly samples have been
submitted to the Public Health Laboratory, Ipswich for bacterio-
logical examination.

The reports on Oysters were mainly satisfactory. 4 Danish
samples were reported as 1009 Clean and Nil Salmonella. and
of 18 samples of Dutch Opysters submitted only 1 could be
regarded as unsatisfactory. This was reported as 609% Clean
and B. coli Type I (faecal) isolated from 409%. The reports on
the other samples were 12 1009% clean, and the remainder
709%—909% Clean. Salmonella was not isolated from any sample.

The reports on many of the Samples of Danish Mussels were
in many cases considered unsatisfactory. Of 28 samples sub-
mitted, 4 were reported as 100%, Clean, 10 60% to 90% Clean,
and 14 below 50% Clean. Faecal coli was isolated in from 107,
to 909% of the Samples. Salmonella was not isolated in any
sample.

This matter was taken up with the Danish Authorities, and
in October 1950, the Danish Ministry of Fisheries made regula-
tions with regard to the export of mussels to this country. These
regulations prohibited the gathering of mussels from certain areas
and also stated that all mussels for export to this country must be
cleansed in an approved cleansing plant before export. Samples
taken after these regulations came into operation did not show
any improvement. This was again taken up with the Danish
Authorities without much satisfaction. The matter has now been
taken up with the Ministry of Health. It is considered that a
Bacteriological Standard for imported shell-fish should be fixed.
so that appropriate action can be taken.

The complete reports are shown in Appendix IV (B).

Public Health (Imported Food Regulations) 1937.

Seizures under these Regulations during the year numbered
3312 weighing 141,592 lbs., including uncertificated Meat or Meat
Products, re-exported under Article 12 of the Regulations. In
addition 122 1bs. of Ships Stores, and 1550 1bs. of N.A.A F.1. stores
were certified as unfit for human consumption.
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Condemned articles of food which were of any use for salvage
were disposed of for that purpose.

A summary of seizures is shown in Appendix III.

In October, 510 cases Danish tinned hams arrived at the
Port from Holland. These were found to be without the Official
Certificates of Inspection required by these Regulations. The im-
porter was given the opportunity of obtaining these official cer-.
tificates from the Danish Government. He did in fact obtain
certificates for part of the consignment, but it was learned that
these had not been obtained from an official source in Denmark,
and that the Danish Authorities refused to issue the required
certificates. The entire consignment was therefore re-exported.

A consignment of Italian Offals arrived which were thought
to be without official certificates. Some of the certificates were
later found lying in the trucks having become detached from the
casks. Request was made to the Ministry of Food that the
question of attaching official certificates more securely should
be taken up with the Italian Authorities,

Public Health (Preservatives in Food) Regulations 1925-1940.

These Regulations prohibit the importation of articles of
food containing preservatives and certain colouring matters, with
the exception of certain articles of food, which may contain pre-
servatives of the nature and proportion specified.

Five samples were taken under these Regulations during the
year, and forwarded for analysis. All of these samples complied
with the Regulations.

One sample of Italian Plums was forwarded for examination
for metallic sprays. This sample was reported as free from any
appreciable quantity of arsenical, lead or copper spray residues.

A summary of Samples taken and results obtained is shown
in Appendix IV (A).

No Whalemeat or Whalemeat product arrived at the Port
during the year, under the Food and Drugs (Whalemeat) Regu-
lations.

There are no shellfish layings within the jurisdiction of the
Port Health Authority.

No action was taken under the Public Health (Shell-fish)
Regulations 1934, or the Public Health (Cleansing of Shell-fish)
Act, 1932

No milk arrived at the Port under the Imported Milk Regu-
lations.

Supervision was exercised over the state of cleanliness of rail-
way trucks used for carrying foodstuffs. also holds of wvessels.
quays, sheds etc.
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