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ANNUAL REPORT.

WEST HARTLEPOOL,
20th February, 1947.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Hartlepool Port Health Authority.

Gentlemen,

In compliance with the requirements of the Ministry of
Health, I beg to submit my Annual Report for the year ended
31st December, 1046.

During the last twelve months there has been a slight
increase in the number of vessels entering the port, 1,047 vessels
as against 803 vessels in 1945, but this is still below the figure
for 1939 which was 1,522; of the vessels entering the port 302 were
from foreign ports (including 163 fishing vessels) and 745 were
coastwise. -

A corresponding increase in the imports and exports has
taken place, the timber imports being 282,012 loads as against
152,393 loads for 1945, and the coal exports being 1,541,300 tons
as against 1,229,034 tons for 1045.

One case of infectious disease, para-typhoid fever, was
landed during the year, and the ordinary sickness incidence has
been the same as for the last few years. Venereal disease has been
on the increase among sailors and all steps are being taken to
ensure that the men are given the opportunity of getting skilled
treatment at the local V.D. treatment centre.

The accommodation on vessels constructed during the war
and under construction now has been considerably improved, but
the general hygiene of a vessel depends a great deal on the proper
co-operation between the Master and the men.












(b) Cargo Traffic:—

The figures given below indicate the nature and amount of
the principal trade done in the port during the year 1946:—

Description

Imports Exports
Loads Tons |cwts| Tons cwts

Wood & Manufactures thereof :

Ash, Beech, Birch, etc. i 2712
Battens, Boards, Deals, etc. | 59,934
ers 1,140
Mining Tlmber ‘round and
Square .. . 348
Pit Propa | 217,106
All other kmds uf timber 372 : :
Iron & Steel Manufactures . . = 11,234 0
Miscellaneous Goods “ 76,418 | 14
Total Impnrl:s 1 281,612 | 87,652 | 14

Coal, Coke, etc. (including
bunker coal) . .

Total of Imports and Exports ..|281,612 | 87,652 | 14 | 1,541,300

1,541,300

The above particulars have been supplied through the courtesy
of Mr. J. S. Wood, Secretary to the Hartlepool Port and Harbour

Commissioners.

(c) Foreign Ports from which vessels arrive:—

Cargo

Foreign Ports

Props ...

Timber

Halifax, St. John, N.B., Miramichi, Kotka,
Goteborg, Newcastle, N.B., Quebec, Sheet
Harbour, Hamina, Chatham, Mantylouto,
Karlshamm, DMollersvijk, Gaspe, Jacobstad,
Lovisa, Yxpila, Rajha, Kalma, Digby, Kemi,
Rauma, Archangell, Campbelitown.

Umea, Lynse, Sundsvaal, Sydney, ‘Camden,
Helsinki, Kotka, Karlshamm, Kalix, Lubeck,
Hamburg, Leir, Rotterdam, Penarik.
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the Master by the Customs Preventive Officer, or the Port Health
Inspector, whoever is first on board. Those collected by the
Customs Officers are placed in the letter box provided by the
Port Health Authority in the Customs Waterguard Station.
Arrangements are made by the Health Inspector for these to be
collected early each morning and at other times. In the event of
the Health Inspector collecting a Declaration of Health form from
a Master prior to the arrival of a Customs Preventive Officer an
‘““ all clear '’ certificate is left with the Master to be handed to the
Customs Officer.

Declaration of Health forms are also handed to Masters of
outward bound foreign going vessels at the Customm House upon
clearance.

2. Boarding of Vessels on Arrival.

There is no compulsory pilotage here but most vessels are
boarded on arrival in the Hartlepool Bay by the Hartlepool Pilots,
who possess an excellent steam cutter, a motor launch and dinghy
for the purpose of boarding. Customs Waterguard Officers board
all vessels from foreign and frequently coastwise vessels. Most
incoming vessels are boarded by the Customs Officers at the quay-
side or berth, but those at the buoys are usually visited by means
of the Customs rowboat.

3. Notification to the Authority of inward vessels requiring
special attention (Wireless messages, land signal stations, in-
formation from Pilots, Customs Officers, etc.)

This Port has been included by the Ministry of Health on
the list to which those vessels fitted with the necessary trans-
mitting appliances can send a wireless message to ‘‘ Portelth "
Royal Chambers, West Hartlepool. Arrangements are made for
the notification to the Port Health Authority by the Customs or
Pilots of vessels requiring special attention on arrival in port.
Shipping agents also notify when they have received messages,
whether by radio or telegram of sickness on board an expected
arrival.
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3. Methods of Deratisation of

(a) Ships.—Fumigation by Sulphur Dioxide or by Hydro-
cyanic Acid Gas. This work is carried out by private contractors
under the supervision of the Port Health Inspector and in accord-
ance with the quantities and times of exposure recommended by
the Ministry of Health, 24 hours’ notice is required and notices,
containing all the information and requirements necessary for
the preparation of the vessel beforehand have been distributed
amongst the Shipowners and Agents. A copy of the above is
printed later in this report.

Trapping and poisoning are other methods used supplement-
ary to fumigation.

(b) Premises in the vicinity of docks or quays.—Deratisa-
tion of warehouse, wharves and quays is carried out by trapping,
poison baits and gassing.

4. Measures taken for detection of rat prevalence on ships and
on shore.

On Ships:—The official rat catcher acting under the super-
vision of the Port Health Inspector searches ships throughout for
evidence of rats and rat harbourage.

On Shore:—The rat catcher employed by the L. & N.E.R.
Co. visits the various warehouses, quays and wharves, which are
the property of the Company, in search of rat indications.

5. Rat Proofing.

(a) To what extent are docks, wharves, warehouses, etc.
rat proof ? Dock quays are mostly built of stone, but there are
several- wooden quays and jetties. Three large warehouses are
substantially built of stone, iron, bricks and cement. The doors
are rat proofed by sheet iron at the bottoms, and the windows
by expanded metal. A wooden warehouse, stacked timber and pit
props, wooden cabins, and stone breakwaters afford much harbour-
age, but there is little available food for rats, as with the exception
of fish there is very little importation of foodstuffs.
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The Contractor will be required, in the case of
fumigation by Hydrogen Cyanide, to certify when the ship
is clear of the fumigant, and safe for the return of the
Officers and crew of the ship.

5. The Port Health Inspector, Royal Chambers, West Hartle-
pool, Telephone No. 2015, should have information of the firm
with whom the contract has been placed, the situation in the docks
in which the vessel is lying and when it is proposed to commence
fumigation. At least 24 hours notice should be given, and arrange-
ments made by the Owners and Agents with the Master of the
vessel, so that every facility may be given to the Officers of the
Port Health Authority to supervise the work.

NOTE.—(a) All vessels to be fumigated must be empty
and Sulphur Dioxide fumigation of ships should be arranged
to be carried out between 8 a.m. and & p.m. The Contractor
will be required to give an ‘‘ all clear ’ signal after the
opening out and ventilation of the vessel in all Sulphur
Dioxide fumigations.

W

(b) Hydrogen Cyanide fumigations must be
carried out in daylight.

(¢) All applications for the attendance of the
Inspector of the Port Health Authority to supervise fumi-
gations for certificates Form Port 11, must be made after
the arrival of the vessel at the Port.

(d) All examinations of vessels by Officers of the
Port Health Authority in order to be able to grant an
Exemption Certificate Form Port 11, must be carried out
in daylight and when the vessel is empty.

6. The Inspector of the Hartlepool Port Health Authority
will be in attendance at the closing down and opening up of the
ship to see that the requirements as to the quantities and time
of exposure are complied with. It is important that two hours
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