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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Sanitary Condition of the Hartismere Rural District,

For the Year ending December 31st, 1897,

TO THE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF HARTISMERE.

(GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present my Annual Report of the
sanitary state of your district, prepared i ac-
cordance with the instructions issued by the Local
Government Board.

- Locavrries.—The localities adopted for the
statistical parts of this report are the same as in
})revmuﬁ reports. 'l'hese are in reality the old
tegistration Districts, and are cuntmuud although
the Registration Districts have been altmed in mdm
to allow of just Gnmparisml with previmls reports.

These * localities "’ are constituted thus:—
Botesdale Division :—Consisting of the parishes
of Botesdale, Burgate, Gislingham, Mellis, Palgrave,
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manure have been removed; 2 new cesspools have
been made, 4 cesspools have been cleansed, and 9
cesspools or gutters have been filled up ; two cases
of nuisance arising from decomposing carcases of
animals, and T cases arising from swine improperly
kept have been removed; 3 cases of overcrowding
have been abated ; 9 houses have been repaired ;
3 premises have been cleansed ; 58 houses and 4
public schools have been cleansed after infectious
diseases, and 1 house has been closed as unfit
for human habitation.

In Table G. will be found a summary of the
work of nuisance removal since my appointment as
Medical Officer of Health in 1878, from which it
appears that in your district during 20 years the
number of notices given for sanitary improvements
has averaged 285, and the number of nuisances
removed has averaged 298 each year.

Warer SurrLy.—I have made chemical analyses
of 21 specimens of drinking water, of which I have
reported 14 “ unfit ” for drinking or domestic uses.
In consequence of my reports, the following results
have been obtained :-—5 wells have been repaired
and cleansed, supplying water to 11 houses ; and
11 ponds have been cleansed, supplying water fo
39 houses. Thus 50 houses have during the year
received an improved supply of water. The public
wells throughout the dFi)atrict have been kept in
order, 12 wells and pumps having been cleansed or
repaired during the year. Certificates that a proper
supply of water has been provided have been

anted for two new houses under the Public
%fealth (Water) Act, 1878. The public well at
Redlingfield has been cleansed and the chain and
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Crosixg or Pusric EvemMeNTArRY ScHooLs.—
During the year 1897 the Bacton Board School was
closed from Jan. 19th to Feb. 9th ; the Wyverstone
National School from Mar. 30th to May 23rd and from
July 31st to Aug 30th ; the Fimningham National
School from Sept. 23rd to Oct. 11th ; and the Occold
Board School from Sept. 29th to Nov. 22nd, on account
of outbreaks of scarlet fever, and the Yaxley
National School was closed for 14 days, from
Oct. 18th, on account of the prevalence of influenza.

OrreNsivE Trapes.—In two instances your
Sanitary Officers have taken action to procure the
removal of nuisances due to dead animals being
allowed to become putrid before being disposed of.

Legal Proceedings have been taken in one case
only.

Future Action.—Under this heading should be
considered the provision of Hospital Accommodation
for infectious cases. One striking instance of the
need for such accommodation occurred. A servant
girl went home from her situation suffering from
scarlet fever. The house to which she went had
only one bedroom, which was occupied by the
patient. aged 18, her uncle, aged 27, her aunt, aged
35, and her cousin, a lad of 18 years of age. The
aunt was in the habit of taking in plain needlework.

Whilst the District Council are to be congratu-
lated that since the passing of the Public Health
Act the mortality of the district has decreased from
18:0 to 142 per 1,000, the infantile death rate from
12-1 to 10°5 per cent. of the registered births, and
the average deaths from the seven principal Zymotic
Dlseasesa%rom 23 to 6 per annum, yet there sfill
remains much work to be done, chiefly in repressing
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