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Telephone Number Public Health Department,
Harrogate 5031. Municipal Ofhces,
Harrogate.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Harrogate,

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report
of the Medical Officer of Health on the health of the Borough
and on the work of your Health Department for the year 1960,

For much of the year Dr. D. D. Payne was your Medical
Officer of Health, and his sudden death in August was a great
blow to the Department he had done so much to build.

Dr. S. F. Schofield, your Deputy Medical Officer of Health,
carried out the duties for the remainder of the year, and the
continued smooth running of the Deparument is in no small
measure the result of the exemplary manner in which she did
s0.

The report also includes a section dealing with the Health
services for which the County Council is responsible on a
Divisional basis and this presents a comprehensive picture of
the preventive medical and environmental work carried out
in the Borough.

One of the most pressing needs in Harrogate is for ad-
ditional housing for the elderly. At the present time this is
only being met to a small extent, and many people living in
accommodation which is unsuitable for their age and physical
capacity will have little chance of being rehoused unless more
bungalows and flats are provided.

It is always difficult to succeed someone like vour late
Medical Officer of Health, but the task has been made easier
by the many kindnesses and great help afforded by the mem-
bers of the authoritv, the Chief Officers, and the staff of the
Department. I should like to take this opportunity of express-
ing my thanks to all concerned.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
M. V. "HEPPLE,
Medical Officer of Health.






STATISTICS

Registrar General's estimate of pupu[atinn {mid 1960) .. 53,720
ATEn . (In - ACEES).  fai o e e S P RN R 8,320
Number of inhabited houses, March 31st, 60 L 18,129
Rateable value, March 31Ist, 1960 .. .. £876,107
Sum represented by a penny rate, March $tse, 1960 .. .. £3.519

SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Harrogate is a flourishing residential and holiday centre. It s also
very much a conference town and has establishments for research into
artificial fibres and for the manufacture of sponge rubber and construc-
tional steel work. It is alse an administrative centre for various commercial
undertakings and Government departments.

There is practically no juvenile uncmployment, and on the 2nd
January, 1961, there were 251 men and 129 women registered as unem-
ployed at the local employment exchange, which covers adjoining areas
also. These figures comprise 1.4 per cent of the emploved population,
which compares favourably with the national index of 1.6 on that date.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1960

LIVE BIRTHS : Total Male Female
Legitimate s o P Ly o Ml 767 411 356
Illegitimate it S w0 ohd 26 28

TOTAL 821 437 384
Crude birth rate per 1,000 pﬂpulannn e o 15.3
Adjasted” hirth rate .. .. . .. i et 15.9

COMPARABILITY FACTOR 1.04

STILL BIRTHS : Total Male Female
ERCIRTREONS G s s S T 5
Illegitimate RO L e, S i

TOTAL 12 7 5
Still birth rate per 1.000 total (live and still) births @ 14, 1
DEATHS : Total Male Female
712 305 407
Crude death rate per 1,000 population . 13.3
Adjusted death rate ... .. 10.6
COMPARABILITY FACTOR 0,08
MATERNAL MORTALITY : Rates per 1,000
Deaths Total births
Puerperal Sepsis ... o s 0 0.00
Other Maternal Causes ... .. .. .. 0 0.00

INFANT MORTALITY : Total Male Female
L U T T 12 7 5
Ilegitimate Sl LS S P A — - —

Death rate of infants under | vear of age :

All infants per 1,000 live births e iy 14.6
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate births .. 15.6
Illegetimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate births ... 0.0
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CAUSES OF DEATH.
REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S RETURMN

TABLE IIL
. 1960
Discases
Male |Female | Total
1 luberculosis, iespiratory 4 = 4
2 Tuberculosis, other - = —
3 Syphilitic disease — 1 1
4 Diphtheria ... — — -
5 Whooping Cough ... “ —_ —
6 Meningococcal infections - — -
Acute poliomyelitis —- —
% Measles ey — - —
9 Other infective and palasum diseases -- — -—
10 Malignant neoplasm, stomach * 6 2 8
11 Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 23 2 25
12 Malignant neoplasm, breast ] — 17 17
13 Malignant neoplasm, uterus £ 8 8
14 Other malignant and lymphatic nmplanms 29 42 71
15 Leukaemia, aleukaemia — 2 2
16 Diabetes 3 D 8
17 Vascular lﬁuuns of m‘:rvnus system 41 80 121
18 Coronary disease, angina ... 66 68 134
19 Hypertension with heart disease 4 7 11
20 Other heart diseases 24 6] 80
21 Other c:rcula.tury diaeam 156 27 42
22 Influenza = — T
23 Pneumonia 12 7 29
24 Bronchitis Les i 23 11 34
25 Other diseases of re;pira,tory system 5 1 4
26 Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 2 5 "
27 Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea i3 i o
28 Nephritis and nephrosis 6 5 11
29 Hyperplasia of prostate .. 3 - 3
30 Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion . L
31 Congenital malformations 2 2 4
32 Other defined and ill-defined diseases 16 26 42
33 Motor wvehicle accidents i 4 3 "
34 All other accidents 7 13 20
35 Suicide i 2 ]
36 Homicide and nper:ltmm of war ... okt i L
Total 305 | 407 | 712
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH
SERVICES IN THE AREA

LABORATORY FACILITIES,

(a) Chemical.

The chemical analysis of milk, foodstuffs, spring and well
water is carried out by Messrs. Richardson and Jafté. The
chemical analysis of the public water supply is also carried out
by this firm for the Claro Water Board.

The examination of the public water supply for plumbo-
solvent action is undertaken by the Public Health Laboratory
at County Hall, Wakefield.

(b) Bacteriological,

Specimens of milk and other food stuffs, including ice-
cream, are taken for examination to the Public Health Labora-
tory situated at Seacroft, Leeds. This laboratory also under-
takes the bacteriological examination of the public water
supplv for the Claro Water Board.

Any special investigation into outbreaks of infection is
undertaken at this laboratory as well as the isolation and typing
of poliomyelitis virus in cases suspected to be suffering from
this infection. This is of particular value in cases where there
is no paralysis, as without such confirmation it is often
impossible to make an accurate diagnosis.

The routine bacteriological examination of clinical
material, such as throat swabs, is undertaken at the laboratory
of the Harrogate General Hospital,

REMOVAL TO SUITABLE PREMISES OF PERSONS IN
NEED OF CARE AND ATTENTION

In urgent cases, where removal to hospital is required
without delay, action can be taken under the National Assis-
tance (Amendment) Act 1951, and an order can be made by
a local Justice of the Peace requiring the patient to be taken

13









1. GENERAL.

The estimated populations of the areas are as follows :(—

Harrogate Borough = ... = .5 53,720
Knaresborough Urban District ... 9,020
Nidderdale Rural District .. 15,560

Total 78,300

The Borough of Harrogate which has long been famous as
a spa, is becoming increasingly popular as a health resort, con-
ference and trade exhibition town and continues to be a much-
favoured residential town. Knaresborough is an inland holiday
resort on the banks of the Nidd. It is a centre for the Yorkshire
Dales and its Castle and boating facilities have a special attrac-
tion for the dav visitor. It has one of the largest weekly open-air
agricultural produce and general markets in the North of Eng-
land. The Nidderdale Rural District comprises 49 parishes and
the chief industrv of the area is farming,

2. DIVISIONAL STAFF.
Medical Officers :—
D. D. Payne, M.D., B.S., M.R.C:5,, "L RIG TS IEE 1
(to 5.8.60).
N. V. Hepple, M.D., B.S., B.Hy., D.P.H., Acting Divi-
sional Medical Officer (from 5.8.60).

Sheila F. Schofield, M.B., Ch.B., D.C.H., D.P.H., Senior
Assistant County Medical Officer,

Mary Pullan, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., D.Obst.R.C.0.G. Assis-
tant County Medical Officer.

A. W. I. Hall, M.B., B.Chir., Assistant County Medical
Officer.

{L. J. Prosser, M.B., Ch.B, DIC LI Paediatrician,

t]. E. Rees, M.R.C.S.,, L.R.C.P., D.L.O, Ear, Nose and
Throat Specialist.

tH. Petty, F.R.C.S., Orthopaedic Surgeon.

+T. S. Severs, M.D., B.S., M.R.C.S., Ophthalmologist.
+W. S. Suffern, M.B., Ch.B., M.D., M.R.C.P., Cardiologist.
tElizabeth Gore, M.D., D.P.M., Consultant in Psychiatry.
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3.

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE,

There is no doubt that routine school medical inspection
has suffered owing to the other commitments of the medical
staft on poliomyelitis vaccination, etc. At the end ol the vear
there were still some schools in the Division which had not had
a routine inspection for two vears,

Periodic Medical Inspections,

Age Groups Physical Condition of Pupils
Inspecte No, of Pupils Inspected
(By vears Inssecte Satisfactory Unsatislactory
of birth) No. % of No. % of
Col, 2 Col. 2
(1) @) (3) (4) (5) (6)
1956 and later - iz E=H Kk
1955 244 244 100 g
1954 452 152 100607,
1954 346 36 L, &
1952 285 283 2 L e 2 70
1951 152 152 1] L
1950 N7 107 0] Bt
1949 39 R4 100,
1948 327 1927 100¢;
1947 360 357 99,17 % 830
1946 294 204 100
1945 and earliey 277 Vi 100E, 1
TOTAL 2,933 2,928 099,837, 5 177

Pupils found to require treatment at Periodical Medical
(Excluding Dental Diseases and Infestation
with Vermin).

Inspections.

Age grm:zlm For defective For any of the Total
Inspecte Vision other conditions Individual
(by vears (excluding recorded in Pupils
of birth) squint) Part 11
(1) (2) (3) (4)
1956 and later ko = -
1955 4 17 21
1954 bl 13 a0
1953 af 15 27
1952 8 20 26
1951 i 1G 24
19540 fi 12 18
1949 5 G 10
1948 15 2 23
1947 15 19 33
1946 15 17 32
1945 and earlier 15 35 31
TOTAL | 109 212 314













Group 1.

Eye Diseases, Defective Vision and Squint,

NUMBER OF
CASES KNOWN
'O HAVE BEEN
DEALT WITH

External and other, excluding ecrrors of refraction

and squing .. S e 3l
Errors of refraction (including squint) .., 653
TOTAL ... 684
Number of Pupils for whom spectacles were
prescribed ... et S A £ gt el iy 4,418
Group 2.

Diseases and Defects of Ear, Nose and Throat.

NUMBER OF
CASES KNOWN
TO HAVE BEEN
DEALT WITH

Reccived operative treatment—
(a) for diseases of the ear .. : e

(b) for adenoids and chronic lumlillm .......... 3
(c) for other nose and throat conditions 7
Received other forms of treatment . & Y]
TOTAL . 20

Total number of pupils in schools who are known to have
been provided with hearing aids

I L e i o e
(b) in previous vears e i 5 2

[ o]
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5. CARDIAC CLINIC,

This Clinic is staffed by a cardiologist, a paediatrician,
and a medical oficer from the health department. Advice is
given on children with heart conditions for the guidance of
parents, schools, and family doctors. Some children need spe-
cial protective treatment before such operations as tonsil re-
moval or dental extraction, and steps are taken to bring this
to the notice of those concerned.

Mr. Wooler, the surgeon from Leeds, attends periodically
to advise on the surgical treatment of some cardiac defects.

During the year 148 children were seen, of which 49 were
new cases.

The following is a classification of the cardiac conditions
found in children attending for the first time —

Inter atrial septal defect ... 4
Inter ventricular septal defect 3
Rheumatic heart disease ... ... 2
For further investigation ... ... 40

Cardiac catheterisation was carried out on 3 cases at Harro-
gate General Hospital and 1 case at Leeds General Infirmary.

One operation was carried out at Leeds for the closure of
an atrial septal defect and pulmonary valvotomy. Recovery was
uneventful.

5 cases were admitted to Leeds for further investigation
during the year.

6. CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC,

I am indebted to Dr. Gore for the following report (—

The vear 1960 was a very active one for the Child Guidance
Clinic. 86 new cases were seen during the year : 64 boys and 22
girls, This was a large number of cases to assess, and included
9 cases referred from the Juvenile Courts,

There were several changes in the clinic staflf during the
vear, Miss Blackburn commenced her Remedial Teaching in
January, and her work has grown during the vear and she is
now dealing with 12 children. All of Miss Blackburn’s children
have been selected by Mr. Pickles or by myself as requiring
special remedial help. Some are also coming for psychiatric
treatment, but some benefit sufficiently from individual tuition,
or from participation in a small teaching eroup. Several of the
children present severe educational problems : for example a
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girl aged 14 who is refusing to attend school ; a boy aged 11
who is retarded in all basic subjects and virtually a non-reader.
Miss Blackburn has kept a close contact with the schools and
teachers concerned, and has begun a follow-up of children
who attended and are now discharged,

In March Mrs. Ramsbottom took up her appointment as
. part-time secretary to the clinic, and in May, I commenced as
consultant psychiatrist for 2 sessions, which was increased to 4
sessions as from January, 1961. In July Miss M. Day left the
clinic to be married and to start the mental health course in
Edinburgh, and took with her our good wishes.

From January 1961 Dr. M. Frieze, Senior Registrar, De-
partment of Psychiatry at Leeds University is to spend 2 sessions
weekly at this clinic.

We have continued the practice of being ‘‘at home’ during
the lunch hour on Thursdays, and some of our visitors have
almost become part of our clinic team—the most regular has
been Dr, Schohield with whom we have been able to discuss
many mutual problems, We have also Lept in regular contact
with Miss Sedgwick, the Assistant Children’s Officer ; the Pro-
bation Officers ; Miss Wallace the Senior Mental Welfare
Officer who we were glad to welcome when she took up her
appointment,

I would like at this point to mention in particular, our
gratitude to the Health Visitors and Mrs, Beard, for their co-
operation and interest in our work. We are hoping to have
some of them to join in conferences during the year. We also
intend to extend our lunchtime contacts to the General Prac-
titioners and school Headteachers and others, whom we will
invite specially to discuss cases which they have referred to us.

The work has continued to be very varied and we have
seen a good cross-section of the Harrogate and district popula-
tion (parents and children) in the clinic.






The trend towards institutional confinements is still main-
tained. The following percentages show the comparison
between the number of mothers resident in the area who were
confined in either hospitals or nursing homes and those who
were confined at home —

Institutional Domiciliary
Year Confinement Conhinement
1950 79 217
1951 78 j/ 22
1952 799 21
1953 797 0%
1954 82 f' 18 /
1955 82% 18 /
1956 81°% i
1957 83 17
1958 83/ 17
1959 827 18/
1960 82°% 18 /

Social circumstances inquiry forms are completed by the
health wvisitors on request from the Harrogate, York, and
Ripon Hospitals where patients have app]md for ;tdl“lﬁﬂl(}ﬂ
to hospital other than on medical grounds,

(b) Ante-natal Clinic.

Two ante-natal sessions per week are held at Dragon Par-
ade Clinic. A great deal of the necessary ante-natal care is now
done by general practitioners, and this is reflected in the at-
tendance hgurc'-_‘. for these clinic sessions.

No post natal examinations were carried out during the
VEAr,

(c) Relaxation and Mothercraft Classes.

These are held regularly at 2, Dragon Parade, Harrogate,
and Fysche Hall, I\lmrﬁhﬂmugh for expectant mﬂthers 177
expectant mothers made 1,111 attendances at the Harrogate
Clinic and 31 mothers mudc 248 attendances at the Knares-
borough Clinic.

The classes have two main functions. They help expectant
mothers to get rid of their natural anxieties about childbirth
by explanation and preparatory exercises, and they give es-
SEntiaI)mfnrmdlmn on what i1s now a hlghli technical business
—bringing up a healthy child protected as far as possible
against various diseases.

30
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(¢) Distribution of Welfare Foods.
Welfare Foods are distributed from the following centres: |

CENTRE

HOURS OF OPENING

STAFFED BY

Divisional Health Ofhce,
Harrogate.

Central Clinic, 2 Dragon
Parade, Harrogate,

Starbeck Clinic, Harrogate.

Bilton Clinic, Harrogate,

Knaresborough Clinic,

Boroughbridge Clinic,

Whixley Clinic:

Upper Poppleton Clinic,

Military Camp, Penny Pot
Lane, Chinic.

Mobile Clinic, Killinghall.

Lund Lane, Killinghall,
Burton Leonard,
Hampsthwaite,

Great Ouseburn,

Kirk Hammerton,

Follifoot Post Office,
Staveley Post Office.

Monday to Friday,

9.0 am, to 5.0 p.m,
Monday and Thursdav,
2.0 p.m. to 4.0 p.m.
Wednesday,

2.3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m,

Mondayv,
2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m,

Tuesday,

1.0 am. to 12 noon,
1.0 p.m. 0 4.0 p.m,

Friday,

2.0 pm, w0 4.0 p.m.

lst and 3rd Thursdavs

in month,

2.0 p.m. to 4.0 p.m.

Alternate Wednesdavs,
2,30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.
Alternate Wednesdavs,
2.0 p.m, to 4.0 p.m,
Fridav, every four weeks

10,45 am, o 1? noon.

Fridav afternoon,

Alternate Wednesdavys,
2.0 p.m. to 4.0 p.m.

Tuesday,
3.45 p.m. to 4.45 p.m.

Thursdav,
3.30 p.m, and evening.

Alternate Tuesdays,
2.0 pm, to 4.0 p.m.

Post Office hours,
Post Ofhice hours.

W.R.C.C. Staff,
W.R.C.C. Suaff.
W.R.C.C, Siaff,
W.R.C.C. Staff,

W.R.C.C, Siaff.

W.R.C..C. Staff.

W.R.C.C, Staff.

W.R.C.C. Staff,
W.R.C.C. Staff.

W.R.C.C. Staff,

Voluntary Worker,

Voluntary Worker.
Voluntary Worker.
Voluntary Worker,
Voluntary Worker,

Voluntary Worker.
Voluntary Worker.

(f) Phenylketonuria,

One type of mental defect is due

disturbance which produces damage to the brain in early life.
It is detectable by a simple test on the urine of young babie
which is now done as a routine by the health wvisitors for th

habies in their care.

No cases of phenvlketonuria have so far been discovere

in the division.

34
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(g) Dental Care.

The arrangements for dental treatment of expectant and
nursing mothers continue as before,

(h) Care of Unmarried Mothers and their Children,

The unmarried girl who is having a baby is often des-
perately in need of expert help and advice. She needs to make
arrangements for the confinement, and for her own rehabilita-
tion and the care of her child afterwards,

Valuable work in this field is done by the Social Worker
of the Ripon Diocesan Moral Welfare Association who works
in close co-operation with the general practitioners, the health
visitors, and the health department.

The County Council makes grants in approved cases to-
wards the cost of instizu:ional care before the confinement,

88 cases were dealt with by the department during the
vear.

(i) Care of Premature Infants,

The premature infant is particularly liable to injury from
chilling during its early days. A special cot and equipment
are available on loan to doctors and nurses looking after pre-
mature babies in their own homes. This equipment was not
used during 1960.

(j) Albany Avenue Day Nursery.

This nursery is open from 8.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. from
Monday to Friday. It accommodates the young children of
mothers who are obliged to maintain themselves and their
families by going out to work, The health of these children
is supervised by the medical staff of the Department.

(k) Inspection of Children at Residential Nurseries,

A routine inspection is made twice a year of all children
resident in the Leadhall Grange and Harlow Court Residential
Nurseries, Harrogate. A report is furnished to the County
Medical Officer and to the Children’s Department in which
details are given regarding the children’s health, the staffing,
and on any environmental condition which may affect the

health of the children.
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10. HOME NURSING.

18 district nurses served the division during the vear, 8
of these doing midwifery also.

District nurses work very closely with the general practi-
tioners of the area, and maintain an efficient general nursing
service 1n the home, An increasing amount of their time is
spent in giving general care to old people, and it may be that
there is now scope for the employment of a less highly quali-
fied nurse on this part of the work, particularly in Harrogate.

Details of the vear’s work is as follows —

No, of cases No. of visits
Classificatinn attended by paid by home
' Home Nurses nurses during
during the vear the year
Medical ... 1.547 85,0406
Surgical 154 4,347
Infectious diseases .. = i
Tuberculosis - 2 57
Maternal complications ... 2 49
Totals ... 1,505 40,394

11. VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION,

A considerable proportion of the time of the deparunent
is now taken up with immunisation programmes of various
SOULs

Protection is offered from smallpox, diphtheria, whooping
cough, |mlmn|u:||lh and tetanus, while vaccination of 13-vear
olds against tuberculosis was also undertaken,

(a) Vaccination against Smallpox.
The numbers in different age groups vaccinated or re-
vaccinated during the year are shown below —

Age at date ol 15 or
Vaccination Under | 1 2-4 I -14 | over | Total
Number vaccinated {ilith 46 26 24 28 700
Number re-vaccinated 1 _— [ 11 57 75
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No cumplicuiimls of vaccimation were l'f:pm'tcd,
Estimated live births for vear ended 31.12.60 1,182

Vaccination rate of infants A g s b5

The rates for recent vears were —
1950 61.6
1951 76.9
1952 26.3 /
195¢ (9.0
1954 56.0
1955 39.1
1956 36.5
1957 a7.2
1958 68.0
1959 60.0 "

There 1s a Emumg body of opinion thdl it is better to
delay vaccination against smallpox until the child is over one
vear of age and has had all the other preventive inoculations.
This may in part account for the apparently rather low figure
of vaccinations in the first vear of life.

(b) Vaccination against Whooping Cough.
988 children under four years of age received whooping
cough vaccine during the vear,

(c) Immunisation against Diphtheria.

Number of children at 31st December, 1960, who had
completed a course of immunisation at any time before that
date.

Age at 31.12.60 Under 1 1-4 5-9 10-14 | Under 15
i.e. born in vear 196} 1959-56 1955-51 1950- 4 Total

Last complete course
ol injections
{(whether  primary  or
hooster)

1956- 1960 S04 3.171 2,769 1,414 7,658
1955 or earlicr — 469 3,140 5.500
Number of children immunised during 1960
Under 1f 14 | 514 | Total
Primar o B0l 217 11is 1.126
Booster A SN i 102 6206 728
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13. MENTAL HEALTH,

During the vear plans were made to meet the new respon-
sibilities placed on local health authorities by the Mental
Health Act, 1959. Broadly speaking, the Act abolishes the old
distinction between the old classes of mentally defective and
psychotic patients, and provides for a much closer integration
between the mental hospitals on the one hand and the local
health authority, with its job of caring for mental patients in
the community, on the other.

Towards the end of the year a Senior Mental Welfare
officer was appointed, together with three Mental Welfare offi-
cers, all of whom are accommodated ar the Divisional Health
Office at Harrogate.

In the West Riding the mental health scheme is based on
hospital catchment areas, and we are fortunate that the West
Riding part of the Clifton Hospital Catchment area coincides
with the newly constituted Division 7. This fact simplifies ad-
ministration of the scheme considerably.

After the Act became fully operative on 1st November, the
duties of the previous Duly Authorised Officers were gradually
taken over by the new Mental Welfare Officers. The scheme is
still in its early stages, but already there are signs of a much
closer liaison with the Psychiatrists attached to Clifton Hos-

pital.

Details of the work done during the vear by the new
ofhicers follow :—

Admissions to Mental Hospitals by Mental Welfare Officers.

Male [ Female | _Total _
Compulsory admissions ... . 16 29 45
Informal admissions ... .. | 18 25 38
g : Total ... 29 54
Pre-care visits to mentally ill ; . 78
After-care visits to mentally ill L
Tarali™os 268




Subnormal Patients,

Admissions to hospital for permanent care,

___ Male Female Total
Compulsory admissions ... .. 1 — I
Informal admissions ¥ 2 2 4
Total .. | 3 | 5
Admission for temporary care ... 11 i 17
No, of subnormal patents visited 38 a3 91

(During the whole vear, 425 visits were paid to subnormal
patients).

Group Training Class,

This Class is held each day from Mondav to Friday in the
Theosophical Hall, Harrogate, and 1]1"(“’1('&*1 30 [}Luf:s for
mentally subnormal children,

The number attending at the year end were —

Male Female
Under 16| Over 16 nf.lu lo [ Over 16 "I'ﬂtill
Subnormal | 1 — S 1 ’ o
Severely subnormal | 12 — 10 3 a5

Many of the children attending have shown marked im-
provement socially, and in the standard and varietv of work
undertaken.

A summer outing to Bridlington was organised in con-
junction with the Parents’ Association, and was an undoubted
success, being thoroughly enjoyed bv all concerned.

In December an Open Day was held, when music and
movement, a percussion band, and singing were demonstrated.
There was also a display of handicrafts which included rugs,
embroidery, stools, baskets, and knitted articles made by the
children. The afternoon concluded with a Christmas Tableau
and carols.
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Home Teaching,

One teacher is available one day per week to give home
training to those unsuitable for the Group Training Class.
These patients are all over school age. The training consists
of instruction in handicrafts, rug making being very popular.
Knitting, embroidery and raffia work are also taught. 5 mental
defectives and 1 case of mental illness received training during
the vear,

14. HOME HELP SERVICE.
This service has again shown an increase in work over the
previous vear, 6,256 hours more were worked than in 1959.

108 part time home helps were emploved, equivalent to
45 whole time workers.

The following table gives details of the work undertaken
for various categories of user :—

Maternity i s 78 3.969
Tuberculosis ... 5 S 7 1,936
Chronic sick (a) 65+ 473 79,186
(b} Under ‘6% - .. 44 9,058

BT oy RS il e 88 8,693
Totals ... 690 102,842

15. PREVENTION OF ILLNESS, CARE & AFTER-CARE.

Consultative sessions have been held by the Chest Physician
once weekly at Scotton Banks Hospital and three times weekly
at the Chest Clinic, 10 North Park Road, Harrogate, The
special children’s and adolescent clinic serves also for a Contact
Clinic where 960 contacts were seen, 181 of whom were first
attendances, and of these 101 were given B.C.G. vaccination,
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During 1960 there were 23 new cases of tuberculosis noti-
fied and 181 contacts examined, giving a ratio of 8 contacts
examined to each newly notified case.

Industrial contact tracing was carried out in 3 local firms
where newly notified cases of tuberculosis occurred.

Close liaison has continued between the Clinic and the
Ministry of Labour in placing tuberculous patients in employ-
ment suitable to their health and that of their fellow em-
plovees. To this end 4 cases were referred from this Division
to the Resettlement Centre at Leeds for suitable training,

In June and July, 1960, the Mass Radiography Unit
visited Harrogate, Knaresborough, and Boroughbridge, 4,284
people were examined and 11 cases were referred to the Chest
Clinic and followed up and advised, none of them were found
to be actively tuberculous.

Liaison with the general practitioners involved was main-
tained.

The Harrogate and Ripon Care Committee has continued
to help the relatively few cases for whom other adequate help
was not available. Needy cases were supplied with a Christmas
parcel of eggs, fruit, butter and groceries.

395 orders for free milk were issued to 75 patients on the
recommendation of the Chest Physician during the vyear,

The Department continued to provide nursing equipment
on loan at the request of home nurses or general practitioners.

Recuperative Home Treatment,

During the year 15 applications were received for
recuperative home treatment recommended by general practi-
tioners. 1 was in respect of two brothers of school age, 4 in
respect of tuberculous patients, and 10 in respect of other
adults,

16. CHIROPODY.

During the year the County Council began to provide
chiropody for old age pensioners, expectant mothers, and
handicapped persons.
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Clinic sessions were arranged in Boroughbridge, Harro-
gate and Knaresborough from April onwards, and the service
is helping to keep many old people on their feet.

17. REGISTRATION OF NURSING HOMES,

There were 15 registered nursing homes in the area. All
were inspected during the year.

18. REGISTRATION OF OLD PEOPLE’'S HOMES.

The 18 old people’s homes registered in the area were
visited in conjunction with the Divisional Welfare Officer.

19. CHILDREN NEGLECTED OR ILL-TREATED IN
THEIR OWN HOMES.

The Officers of the various statutory and voluntary agen-
cies concerned with neglected children met monthly under the
Chairmanship of the Divisional Medical Officer in order to
discuss cases of mutual concern,

Once a quarter an open meeting is held to which a wide
range of social workers are invited. During 1960 talks were
given at these open meetings on:—

““Housing and its Health Implications’’ by Mr. E.
Dodsworth, Chief Public Health Inspector,

Harrogate.

““Mental Health in Childhood’” by Dr. S. F. Scho-
field, Senior Assistant County Medical Officer,

““The General Practitioner’s Point of View’’ by Dr,
G. Johnson, a family doctor.

The Committee serves a very useful purpose for the inter-
change of information between workers, and helps to cut out
multiple visiting.
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20. MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS OF STAFF, ETC.

152 medical examinations of staff, etc. were carried out
during the vear as follows :—

County Council ... o 44
Applicants for Teachers Training Colleges ... 37
Children for employment (including

entertainments) ik e ARt 71

AMBULANCE SERVICE.

The Local Ambulance Station of the West Riding County
Council Ambulance Service is under the charge of the Superin-
tendent Ambulance Ofhicer and is situated at the Parade
Garage, Harrogate,

The service is provided free under the National Health
Service and, besides dealing with accident cases, removes
patients to and from hospitals, maternity homes and nursing
homes. The service also removes infectious disease cases to

hospital.

The vehicles consist of 5 ambulances, all equipped with
short wave wireless transmission and reception apparatus, en-
abling information to be passed to and from central control.
This enables ambulances to be diverted to accidents and other
emergencies and can save life and time, The Station has its
own transmitter, together with a monitor set which receives
full information from the main control at Birkenshaw, near
Bradford.
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HOSPITALS UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF THE
REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD

Beds
Name Situation Purpose
Adults
Harrogate and Dist.| Knaresborough Rd., | Medical, Surgical 226
General Hospital Harrogate and Maternity
Carlton Lodge Leeds Road, Maternity 11
Harrogate
Roval Bath Hospital| Cornwall Road, Rheumatic Diseases 147
Harrogate
White Hart Hospital| Cold Bath Road, do. 133
Harrogate
Yorkshire Home Cornwall Road, Chronic Sick Cases 70
Harrogate
Heatherdene Wetherby Road, Convalescent Cases 38
Convalescent Harrogate Females
Hospital
Dunelm Hospital Cornwall Road, Rheumatic Diseases 22
Harrogate
Thistle Hill Hospital| Knareshorough Infectious Diseases 10
do. do. Paediatrics —_
do. do. Suitable Cases 22
transferred from
Harrogate General
Hospital
Scotton Banks Ripley Road, General Surgery 28
Hospital Knaresborough Gynaecology
do. do, Diseases of Chest 96
do. do, Young Chronic Sick 34
Knaresborough Stockwell Road, Chronic Sick 130
Hospital Knareshborough Part III 87
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH
INSPECTOR AND CLEANSING SUPERINTENDENT
FOR THE YEAR 1960.

To The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Harrogate,

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I herewith submit for your consideration my fourteenth
annual report for the year 1960.

Work was commenced at the slaughterhouse to bring it up
to the standards prescribed by The Slaughterhouses (Hygiene)
Regulations 1958 and 1959. Improvements have been con-
tinuously carried out during the past few vears with the result
that the requirements of the local butchers are being met in
a satisfactory manner. When the present work is completed
there will be more killing space and the general hygiene of the
establishment will reach the standard desired by the Council
and the persons employed therein, It will be capable of hand-
ling a throughput of meat in proportion to the needs of the
town’s population.

The Environmental Health Services again functioned in
a satisfactory manner, Particular attention was paid to food
inspection generally and to all premises where food was stored,

prepared or sold.

The manifold duties of the public health inspectors cover
many aspects of the citizens lives—their living and working
conditions, food supplies, the air they breathe, the noises and
nuisances which offend them and the facilities provided for
their leisure, The results achieved are not always tangible, in
fact more often than not are unperceived and unrecognised
but the success attained throughout the country in the task of
maintaining environmental health at its present peak is very
satisfving to those engaged on these duties.

The removal and disposal of refuse proved to be a little
more difficult this vear owing to time lost through holidays
and sickness. In the past I have alwavs been able to recruit
extra staff for the summer months to replace those on holiday
but am now finding that men are not available or cannot stand
up to the arduous job of carrying and emptying dustbins. As
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

GENERAL.

Harrogate enjoys an open situation at the edge of the
Yorkshire Moorlands on the watershed between the Nidd and
the Wharfe. Most of the town is about 400 feet above sea level,
though the western outskirts rise to 600 feet and the spa area
at 350 feet 1s sheltered somewhat from north and east.

Geologically the town is surrounded by Millstone Grit beds
with the Permian series some distance to the east. It lies on an
anticline through which the lowest members of the Carboni-
ferous are visible close to the surface as a result of denudation.
The minerals present in this structure account for the
numerous medicinal springs, some containing sulphur and
some iron,

These have been used for treatment purposes since the
16th Century and over the past 200 years they have formed the
basis of Harrogate’s position as a spa, health and holiday
resort, The mineral waters are collected and administered ac-
cording to the best therapeutic standards.

In the last ten yvears great changes have taken place in the
development of the town. The population has increased from
50,465 at the 1951 Census to 56,332 at the 1961 Census, an in-
crease of some 11.6 7 . This is principally due to the establish-
ment of Harrogate as an administrative centre and the coming
of such firms as the I.C.I. Fibres Division, Messrs. Cawood
Wharton, Dunlopillo and the Mercantile Credit Company, It
is likely that this trend will continue and a number of ad-
ditional projects are already planned.

Harrogate still remains a desirable residential town for
the industrial West Riding, is a popular shopping centre for a
very wide area and has a large conference and trade fairs
business.

Meteorology. The Harrogate Meteorological Station, which
is under the control of the Borough Engineer, is situated at
the Northern Sewage Disposal Works, Bilton, from which the
following observations were taken :—

Sunshine. 1,295.7 hours of sunshine were recorded during
the year, 184 less than 1959. The sunniest day being the 20th
June, when 14.6 hours were recorded.
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Rainfall. The total rainfall recorded during the year was
37.42 inches, the wettest day being the 8th October when 1.42
inches of rain was recorded. The figure for 1959 was 24.51.

Temperatures. The maximum temperature during the year
was 79 degrees F. recorded on the 21st June, and the minimum
temperature was 18 degrees F. recorded on the 14th January.

Wind. The prevailing wind during the year was westerly,

WATER SUPPLY.

The distribution of water in the Harrogate area is under-
taken by the Claro Water Board which was formed on the 1st
April, 1959, and subsequently enlarged by the addition of the
Wath Rural District Council on the 1st .'r'"spril, 1960,

The constituent authorities of the Board are as follows :—

Harrogate Borough Council.

Knaresborough Urban District Council.
Nidderdale Rural District Council,

Ripon City.

Ripon and Pateley Bridge Rural District Council.
Wath Rural District Council,

Wetherbv Rural District Council

The water supply of the town is derived from five impound-
ing reservoirs in the Pennine Range. There are two catchment
areas, one six miles west of Harrogate and the other north-
west of Masham in the North Riding of Yorkshire, some
twenty-eight miles away.

The supply is abundant, pure and soft in character, and
the gathering grounds are largely owned and wholly con-
trolled by the Board, farming activities being strictly limited.

The whole of the supply is filtered by slow sand and pres-
sure filters, and subsequently sterilised with chlorine and am-
monia to ensure a wholesome water to the consumers,

Samples of water are taken regularly from the town’s mains
at various points within the Borough for chemical and bac-
teriological examination.
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Number of samples examined . 66
Being samples of water from —

Domestic supplies (Town’s mains) : 60
omestic supplies (wells, etc.) ... .. 6
Number of samples found upon examina-

tion to be satisfactory . am e 66

In the portions of the Borough which were incorporated
on the 1st April, 1938, from the Wetherby Rural District and
the former Knaresborough Rural District there are still fifteen
houses which obtain their supply from wells and springs. It has
not been possible to connect these dwellings to the main water

supply.

Report on Two Samples of Water Taken on 1st February, 1960.

i Round Hill Round rLill,
Parts per Million Scargill : E_lf:té:]cli:]l\cc
Total Solids ... .. 100 120
Ghlprideas o L 12 12
Total Handness ... .. .. 50 65
Lead, Copper, Zinc ... nil nil
T e e A e 0.2 0.1
Free Ammonia .. 0.01 0.05
Albuminoid Ammonia @ ... .. 0.04 0.01
Nitrous Nitrogen ... e i nil nil
e e U 0.4 0.4
Free Chiorize ... ... . . 0.16 0.3
pH 7.2 pH 7.2
Observations :— These waters are of good organic purity.

Bacteriological samples of water taken during the year
proved to be satisfactory,

Plumbo-Solvency of Water Supplies,

Four samples of water were submitted for analysis under
the above heading and were found to be satisfactory.

63



CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

The following table shows the number of pail closets,
carth closets and cesspools, etc., in the Borough at the end of
December, 1960.

Pail and tub closets ... o 2
Privies .. i Y e | 15
Waste water-closets "' 7 S 15
Cesspools "7 L0 T e . 61

All pail closets are emptied either once or twice weekly,

Cesspools are emptied by means of a cesspool emptier as
and when required.

T'here has been no change in the position since last year
when I reported that the elimination of these unhygienic fit-
tings was proving to be a slow and difficult matter, dependent
in the case of the pail closets, privies and cesspools on the
extension of the sewerage system to the rural parts of the
Borough.,

RIVERS AND STREAMS,

These come under the supervision of the Yorkshire Ouse
River Board.

Routine inspections have been carried out on all becks
and streams within the Borough during the year.

A case of pollution occurred in Crimple Beck due to a
sewer valve in a manhole being tampered with by persons un-
known, Apart from this instance no case of serious pollution
was found.

A certain amount of dumping of a variety of articles took
place in small streams passing through the town, but these were
quickly dealt with either by the department or the persons
responsible for keeping the water course free from rubbish.

INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

14,874 inspections were carried out during the year by the
public health inspectors. The wide variety of the work can be
appreciated by the perusal of the detailed statistics given below,
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Most of the commercial and industrial activities of the
town come under the jurisdiction of the department in varying
degrees and it is essential to build up over the years a good
relationship between the management and employees on the
one hand and the public health staff on the other, so that the
duties and obligations placed on both sides can be carried out
efficiently and above all amicably. The technical advice avail-
able in the department is being used more and more by owners
and occupiers of premises with regard to buildings, equipment
and employees.

All the inspections are covered by some particular act,
regulation or order and the amount of legislation to be applied
to evervday tasks is becoming somewhat formidable and ex-
ceedingly complicated.

I pointed out last year the difficulty of maintaining routine
mnspections owing to the time spent in travelling from point to
point. The rapid growth of the town and the manner in which
building is taking place on the perimeter is slowing down the
work and additional travelling facilities are necessary for the
department. Added to this factor is one of an ever increasing
population,

Complaints reported to the Public Health Department 393

Where nuisances were found ... .. e 68
Where complaint was received and no nuisance found ... 35
Under Housing Acts ... ... ... .. S TRTLE L &
Where infectious disease had occurred ... — .. We i 41
Cowsheds s e B ooy 1
Parme. s AR S Ty A ST 12
Dairies and Milk shops T e 340
Ice-cream shops .. Sl N L e : i 730
Ice-cream manufacturing premises ... .. 27
Butchers’ shops .. : Ba e, = TR i1 O
Slaughterhouse (Starbeck) ... ... .. 2o TR 711
Fish frying premises . .. s S e BhiL . 148
e A b 325
Grocers’ shops ... ... P A BECUE R, et 88T
Greengrocers’ shops .. .. SR e Bl Lednd 236
Confectioners’ shops .. TREl T SRR o) 399









Floors, concrete or quarried, repaired or renewed ... 1

Gas ".tings or services repaired ... e SR 1
Plaster repaired = =l LSl aew o 16
Rat and mice infestations abated ... ... M 171
Roofs made weathertight ... s AL 27
Walls and ceilings cleansed .. i, i 2
Windows, cords, fasteners and glass repaired or renewed 14
Yards and passages paved ... .o e SOV 9
Miscellaneous .. s S 6

STATUTORY NOTICES.

No real difficulty was experienced in having defects reme-
died or nuisances abated, The degree of co-operation en-
countered was most satisfactory and only on twenty occasions
had the department to resort to the service of statutory notices.
‘The majority of the work carried out was done so on the verbal
request of the district inspector. The quality of such work and
of additional improvements to those asked for were of a good
standard,

Number of Legal Notices Issued for Abatement of Nuisances.

Served |Complied with | Served |Complied with
1960 | During 1960 | 1959 |During 1959/60
Harrogate Corporation
Act, 1935, Section 48 5 5 — —
Public Health Act,
1936, Section 39 ... 5 1 2 2
Public Health Act,
1936, Section 56 ... 1 | P |
Public Health Act,
1936, Section 75 ..| — — 1 1
Public Health Act,
1936, Section g3 o I 7 5 5 5
TOTAL o . ] 12 8 8




INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

Premises inspected where notifiable diseases

L g L S 38
Articles destroyed by burning at request of
OWNeErs L R T Y . 15
Total visits to infected premises ... .. .. 41
DISINFECTANT.

During the year only 2 gallons of disinfectant fluid were
supplied to the public free of charge for use in premises where
cases of infectious disease etc., had occurred.

PUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS.

There are two public indoor swimming baths in the
Borough both owned by the Corporation, each being equipped
with continuous filtration and chlorination plants,

During the year a total of 51 chemical and bacteriological
samples of water were taken from these baths.

All these samples with the exception of one were satis-
factory.

In addition to the above there are two indoor swimming
baths and two open-air swimming pools all privately owned.

Three of these have now installed chlorination and filtra-
tion plants, The fourth is to be fitted up with plant in the
near future.

DISINFESTATION.

For the first time since 1956 the department had to carry
out disinfestation for bed bugs. It may seem strange that two
cases should call for comment but when one considers to what
a large degree this work used to figure in the general work of
disin?&statinn some years ago one can appreciate the results
achieved by the use of modern insecticides.

Having expressed the value of the present day methods of
insect extermination I must report that the question has arisen
as to whether some form of resistance is being built up to insecti-
cides by the insects we are trying to eradicate. In last year’s
report I wrote about the difficulty of effectively destroying
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beetles and cockroaches in certain premises in the town and
though treatment as been continued during 1960 the results
achieved have been far from satisfactory despite the use of
various types of powders and liquids which have proved suc-
cessful in the past. It is to be hoped that this experience is not
general throughout the country as the eradication of insects of
this type is very essential especially in food premises where
they are more often found, The possible failure of a residual
insecticide would prove to be a serious matter as far as public
health work is concerned not only in this land, but in others
where the elimination of insects is of vital importance.

The number of requests the department is receiving to
destroy wasps and their nests is becoming a serious matter as
far as the staff are concerned. The number increased from 47
in 1959 to 114 this vear. The time involved is considerable
especially when the nests are in awkward and inaccessible posi-
tions, To work whilst standing on a ladder can be most
dangerous if the wasps decide to make it so. The whole ques-
tion will have to be reviewed having regard as to whether there
is any liability on the department to carry out work of this
nature and if the equipment available is suitable.

Type of Premises No.

Council houses ... .. wi e B 2
Private houses ... 2 I et P W R 1Y 121
Businessas 24 s i g e S o5
TOTAL 555 an 158

Classification No.

Beetles o IR W ik IO, AT -5 29
Bed bugs .. L e i 2
Bumble bees ... S S ATy st 1
Cockroaches .. Syl et T e AT 2
T L. S e e 2 R 2
Red spider | .. o sihot b aaI L PRI . 2
Steamflies .. .. G o e S 3
Wasps: n P s o S A ymile S e v 114
Precautionary spraying .. s e S0 - 3




RAT AND MICE DESTRUCTION.

The number of complaints received of rat infestation was
lower than in the previous year whilst the number for mice
was correspondingly higher.

Some disquiet has been expressed amongst my colleagues
carrying out this type of work at the ineffectiveness of ‘“War-
farin” in certain instances where it has been used for destruc-
tion of mice, Evidence has been accumulating for some time
that this type of vermin could and was building up a resistance
to the anti-coagulant. The mouse, unlike the rat is not content
to make a meal off the bait laid down but will, if other types
of food are available, take a little of each with the result that
the quantity of ‘“Warfarin’’ consumed does not constitute a

lethal amount.

This resistance has been built up in a number of premises
in Harrogate and the use of ‘“Warfarin’’ has had to be dis-
continued, It has been the practice to leave specially designed
boxes containing the baits in premises likely to be infested and
by this means they have been kept clear of vermin. These baits
have continued to be consumed whilst the number of mice has
steadily increased. The only alternative available has been to
resort to blitz methods of trapping. Up to fhfty spring back
traps baited with oatmeal have been used to catch the mice.
When this has been accomplished it was found possible to go
back to “Warfarin’’ as a residual bait to deal with the new
strain of mouse coming into the premises, The unfortunate
thing is that these methods cannot be employed in very large
buildings where staff and material are constantly on the move.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food are fully
aware of the problem and are I understand carrying out the
necessary research work. In the meanwhile we are back to the
position we were in before the discovery of “Warfarin” which
has proved to be such a boon for destroying mice.

Once again the refuse disposal tips were kept clear of rats
7l



The following gives details of the work carried out during

1960 — :
; No, of
. No, of Total .
Lu‘m-. Premises | No. of Complete Bodies
plaints Visited Visits Treat-
: ; ments
P_'rivatg rats 34 217 522 28 7
Dwellings mice 24 89 275 24 —_
Business - rats 37 231 057 75 28
Premises mice 33 126 910 35 77
Agricultural rats 2 54 52 1 14
Premises mce == — = -- =
Local rats 4 16 179 7 64
Authorities mice — 1 7 1 —
rats 17 498 1,710 111 113
Total s 57 216 | 1,192 60 77

DISINFESTATION OF SEWERS,

The annual disinfestation of the town's sewerage system
showed a surprising increase in the rat population compared
with the previous %mtr vears, The rats were mainly confined
to three small areas in New Park, Starbeck and the town
centre. All were effectively cleared up by the use of “War-

farin''.

No. of No. of

man- No. of man-

Type of Treatment hales takes holes

pre- poison

baited baited

10% Test (1 in 10 manholes on the foul

water system tested) g 221 17 -
First Maintenance Treatment 92 40 40
Second Maintenance Treatment 76 = 2




INSPECTION OF FACTORIES,

The inspection of factories revealed a fairly satisfactory
position and eight were found to be below the standard of
cleanliness required by legislation, The condition of sanitary
conveniences still presents a problem.

Routine inspection is essential as it prevents conditions in
many instances falling to such a degree that they are accepted
as normal. It is still rather surprising in these enlightened days
to find defective or unsuitable sanitary equipment. The
management in most cases place the blame on the employees
and claim that they abuse the facilities provided for them.
This to a certain extent is true¢ and can only be combated by
making some person responsible for the cleansing and supervi-
sion of conveniences. One has only to see the damage and
destruction wrought in public conveniences to say nothing of
the general uncleanliness to appreciate the fact that facilities
of this nature seem to bring to the surface all the worst chara-

teristics of certain types of persons.

Prescribed Particulars on the Administration
of the Factories Act, 1937,

PART 1 OF THE ACT.
I—INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health,

Number of

Numherm,r,pecr Written | Occupiers

Premises on tions | Notices |Prosecuted
Register

(i) Factories in which Sections 1
2, 8, 4 and 6 are to be enforced
by Local Authorities 74 40 i =

(ii) Factories not included in (i) ir
which Section 7 is enforced br
the Local Authority .. . 243 224 19

(i1i) Other premises in which Sectior.
7 is enforced by the Local
Authority  (excluding our -
workers' premises) .. 10 24 I =

Total. 327 288 20 =













e 0 —
Slaughterhouse o
Salt Eurmishamps. . ... coo o
Spectacles ... LU
Stone Dressing and Breakmg
Tailoring

Tinsmith L i B G
Tyre Repairs ... .. o s
Uphaldtery ., L .. 5
Watch Repairs @ ... .. b
Weaving 2 A i o o
Weighing Machine Repalrs
Whitesmith

L = » =~ I~ = =T o=

243 74

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The elimination of smoke over the town has proceeded
steadily over the year and the advice of the department has
been sought by owners of commercial and domestic properties.
No action has been taken with regard to the establishment of
smoke control areas but domestic conversions to oil, coke, gas
and electricity have been taking place on an ever increasing
scale on a voluntary basis by the occupiers of houses. The use
of coal to a certain degree has become unpopular and the ease
with which oil, gas and electricity can be utilised to cut down
household chores would appear to be the main factor in the
change-over to heating by these methods.

The hotels of the town are now nearly a 100% on oil for
firing their boilers, This fuel seems to meet their requirements
exceptionally well owing to the fluctuation in the demands
made for hot water and steam in these establishments. This
variation in demand was mainly responsible for most of the
smoke nuisances which occurred and I am pleased to report
that nearly all the troubles from this particular cause have
ceased,
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A number of new boilers have been fitted to industrial
premises, all capable so far as is practicable, of being operated
without emission of smoke.

Under the Clean Air Act, 1956, Section 3, notification to
the local authority of intention to install a furnace, except in
the case of a furnace not exceeding an output of 55,000 B.T.U’s
per hour and which is used mainly for domestic purposes, is
compulsory. ‘‘Prior approval’” to such installations has been
given to a number of applications.

The heights of various chimneys has also been carefully
considered and certain action taken with regard to same,

Smoke nuisances have been caused by railway locomotives
standing in the station and also when proceeding through the
town. Details of the engines have been taken and forwarded
to the District Motive Power Superintendent at York and New-
castle for the appropriate action to be taken against the drivers
and firemen responsible for the offence. The results so far have
been very satisfactory and one does not now see the shopping
centre of the town blotted out by a cloud of black smoke.

A large number of heavy vehicles are now passing through
the town via the main roads and nuisances from diesel engine
fumes are becoming more acute, This is particularly noticeable
when the machines are climbing the incline in Parliament
Street and pedestrians and shop keepers are being subjected to
clouds of black and noxious smoke. It is to be hoped that some-
time in the future legislation will be tightened up so that a
more vigorous action can be pursued in this direction.

HOUSING.

Four hundred and twenty-eight houses were built by pri-
vate enterprise during the vear, exceeding the figure for 1959
bv 94,

Reconditioning of old property has continued successfully
from both a practical and aesthetical point of view and the
town generally presents an attractive appearance due in no
small measure to the use of bright colours for painting pur-

poses. Drab browns and blacks are giving way to pastel blue,
primrose etc., and rows of houses which had a somewhat dismal
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appearance now have added a touch of brightness to the roads
and streets in which they stand.

Rented houses are decreasing in number and are being
taken over by the owner-occupier.

The number of complaints received re unsatisfactory
houses numbered 194, being one less than in the previous year.
903 inspections were made in the course of having the defects
remedied. 81 dwelling houses were repaired on service of in-
formal notices whilst 12 required the service of a legal notice to
achieve the desired results. Only 2 applications were received
for Certificates of Disrepair by the occupiers of the houses con-
cerned and 4 Certificates were revoked on work being carried
out by the owners to remedy the defects complained about by
the tenants.

Closing orders with respect to property which was unfit for
human habitation and was not capable at a reasonable ex-
pense of being made so were made with regard to 3 houses.

One underground room and a part of a building used for
habitation were closed and the tenant re-housed by the Council
in the case of the part of a building.

Some two vears ago I wrote about the danger of large pro-
perties in the centre of the town being let off in rooms or
deteriorating to such an extent that the amenities of the
district were affected. This problem is, of course, not a local
one but applies to most towns owing to the migration of the
citizens to small modern houses on or near the perimeter. This
deterioration in Harrogate seems to have halted and business
is taking over where domesticity ceases.

It would appear to me that the danger of having the busi-
ness centre of the town surrounded by a no-mans area of dilapi-
dated property used for miscellaneous housing of a character
not to be commended is now past. This does not mean, how-
ever, that vigilance must be relaxed as the position still remains
very fluid.

Requests for information re land charges totalled 2,034
against a figure of 1,990 for last vear.
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(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were ren-
dered fit after service of formal notices

(a) by owners ... .. —_—
(b) by local authority in default of owners ... ==

—Proceedings Under Public Health Acts -—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which formal notices were served requiring

defects to be remedied ... .. = .. 12
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects

were remedied after service of formal notices

IR L . e 5

(b) by local authority in default of owners .. —

—Proceedings Under the Housing Acts (Demolition Orders).

(1) Number of representations etc., made in re-
spect of dwelling houses unfit for habitation 5

(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made 3

(8) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders —

.—Proceedings under the Housing Act, 1957,
(Closing Orders).

(1) Number of seperate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were made T S R Do 2

(2) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in res'lj)ect of which Closing
Orders were determined,the tenement or room
having being rendered fit ... i —
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Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960.
Harrogate Corporation Act, 1935, Section 46.
Tents, Vans and Sheds,

There are eight sites for caravans within the Borough and
I give below the average number of caravans using them dur-
ing the summer months. In addition there is also a site occupied
by nudists. The buildings in this instance are of a permanent
nature and mostly constructed of timber,

All the sites were well maintained in an orderly and hy-
gienic manner. The Caravan Sites and Control of Development
Act, 1960, came into force on the 29th August, 1960, together
with the Model Standards which deal with the lay-out of, and
the provision of facilities, services and equipment for caravan
sites or particular types of caravan sites, The Act opens up a
new era with regard to the control of caravans generally and
acknowledges the fact that this way of life has become a per-
manent feature in our country and will continue to be so on an
ever increasing scale.

Licences under the Act were granted for the Harrogate
Trailer Park and The Paddock, Pannal Hall,

Plantation Avenue ... ... 3
e Farm .. .. . 120
Harrogate Trailer Park 59
Faik House Farm ... .. 16
Harlow Grange Farm .. 2
Nidderdale Poultry Farm .. 2
Longlands Farm ... .. 2
Paddock, Pannal Hall . 1

WEST RIDING COUNTY COUNCIL (General Powers)
ACT, 1951.

Food Hawkers.
There are now forty-five registered food hawkers and
twenty-five premises used by them for the storage of food.

A number of applications were refused on the grounds
that the vehicles to be used did not reach the standard asked

for by the Council.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
MILK SUPPLY : MILK AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS.

There are now one hundred and twenty registered milk
distributors, one hundred and eleven of these being resident
within the Borough, an increase of four on the 1959 figure. The
number of dairies remains the same as in the previous year.

The average daily consumption of milk in the town is
5,000 gallons. It is interesting to note that 10% of all the milk
consumed is Channel Islands which has a guaranteed fat con-
tent of 4%. When one considers the fact that it is 1d. to 13d.
per pint dearer than the lowest priced milk and the average
consumption for the country is 4% this high percentage is
rather remarkable, but perhaps ii is in keeping with the
character of Harrogate.

Once again supervision has been maintained over both
dairies and distributors. Improvements have been carried out
with regard to equipment and buildings and one can say that
from this point of view the results have been satisfactory. One
difficulty encountered has been the question of personal cloth-
ing. Most operatives in dairies wear white overalls and it is
diﬁicult to keec{: this form of apparel in its pristine whiteness
when it is used over a full week. Only by duplicate clothing
and frequent laundering can a solution be arrived at. Com-
plaintse%ave also been received about the clothing of rounds-
men. From an aesthetic point of view and also a business one
this matter could be given some thought. As the milk is bottled
however, there is no danger of contamination from this source,
and as long as the operators hands are clean the matter cannot
be pursued further.

A number of automatic milk vending machines have been
installed on the forecourts of various premises and have met a
demand for this type of service. It will be interesting to sec if
the sale of milk by these methods develops further in view of
the fact that machine vending of all types of food is gaining in
‘popularity throughout the country, Particular attention must
'be given to the cleanliness of the equipment and the uniform
replenishment of the milk cartons. Sales appear to be reason-
‘ably constant and I am informed no difficulty has been
‘experienced in guarding against the milk being left in the
'machine for too long a period,

The trade, as in the past, gave the department every co-
operation. One can say that the milk as delivered to the cus-
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tomers in this town has been processed and handled in a most

hygienic manner,

Registered On Register Dec. 31st, 1960
Milk Distributors 120
Dairies 17

The Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1960.

The following licences were granted during 1960 :—

Type of Licence

Number

plants)

Dealers Tuberculin
Milk Pasteurisers H.T.S.T.

Tested Milk

Dealers Pasteurised M.iik
Dealers Sterilised Milk

|:1n resp&ct of two

wwEa

82
3

76
60

Examination of Milk by the Methylene Blue and Phosphatase

Tests.

The number of samples taken for testing was 152. No
failures were recorded either in the Methylene Blue test which
shows whether the milk can be classified as satisfactory, fairly
or the Phosphatase test which
proves the efficiency or otherwise of the pasteurising process.

The efficiency of the equipment used and the men operat-
ing same is highly commendable,

::;J.tlafdcl.m‘\ or unsatisfactory,

Numbers
Class ot of : Number of samples|
Milk samupies | Appropriate Tests | Passed  Failed
tested
Pasteurised 38 Phosphatase 38 —
38 Methylene Blue 38 -—
Tuberculin Tested 38 Phosphatase 38 —
(Pasteurised) 38 Methylene Blue 38 —
Total 152 Total 152 e
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Summary of Chemical Analysis of Milk Samples Other than
Channel Islands Milk.

Averages
No. of
: Solids not
Period samples Fat 9

Examined % Fat 9%
janiiary 06 Ol il - Rl ¥ -— = —
FEDEURADY: & il e B ot e S 5 3.58 8.83
Mareh . o e e i3 4 5.21 8.53
Quarter cnding 31.3.60. ... .. 9 3.39 368
APl e Shand Sel T e 4 3.09 8.88
AT 3t = il s b ate R 5 3.56 8.84
June .. Ml R 4 3.18 8.48
Quarter ending 30.6.60, .. .. 13 3.28 8.73
Fady N N 8 2.99 8.45
August - —— =
September T B W T 6 .72 B.79
Quarter ending 30.9.60, ... .. 14 3.35 8.62
October e — o =
Movenmbier @ e M 17 3.78 8.95
December ... Eir R R 12 3.85 8.89
Quarter ending 31.12.60. ... 29 3.82 8.92
Year ending 31.12.60. .. - 65 3.46 B.74

Channel Islands Milk.
Averages
No, of Solid
i Samples Fat o L P
Biexiod F.Eill'l'ﬁﬂ{.‘d e Fat %

JEI AT e L — — -
February o D Tealls e | 4.75 9.39
March o il 4 4.09 9.20
Quarter ending 31.3.60, .. 5 4.42 9.30
i e i g i g = 4.29 9.10
May 1 4.16 9.52
June - e 550 g 9.27
Quarter ending 30.6.60, .. .. 1 4,63 9.50
Wy e e - S
Aupgusg i - e
September ... — =
Quarter ending 30.9.60, .. — i 5
October Tog. TP ket e G i
NOVEmDer i 0 LSS sl 1 3.29 0.45
Becember: s Lok B0 R - = ZIE
Quarter ending 51.12.60, 1 5. 24 9.45
Year ending 31.12.60, 10 4.77 9.35
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EXAMINATION OF MILK.

Food and Drugs Act, 1955, Section 31 and
Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations, 1959,

No samples were submitted during 1960 for tubercle
bacilli.

Registration of Premises Used for the Manufacture, Storage
or Sale of Food.

Fourteen premises were registered for the sale of ice-cream,
making a total of two-hundred and twenty-two. As no requests
were received for cancellation of a registration one must pre-
sume that sales are steadily advancing and the public demand
for this food is in no way diminishing, All licences were for
the prepacked variety and the impact of the demand for soft
ice-cream does not seem to have vet reached Harrogate,

The 43 premises engaged in the manufacture of preserved
food were frequently inspected and only minor infringements
of the Food Hvgiene Regulations were found.

s

Premises on Premises on

Register 1959 Register 1960
Sale and Storage of ice-cream 208 222
Manufacture of ice-cream 9 7
Manufacture of preserved food .. 13 43

Butter, margarine, wholesale

dealers or factories ... o | 1

EXAMINATION OF ICE-CREAM.,

Forty-one samples of ice-cream were submitted to the Pub-
lic Health Laboratory for examination., Follow up samples
were taken of the ones returned as Grade Two and Three and
these proved to be satisfactory.

All premises used for the production of ice-cream together
with equipment were kept under strict routine scrutiny by the
district public health inspectors, This type of food is produced
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in Harrogate under hygienic conditions and every care is taken
by the persons responsible to see that it complies with the law
in regard to bacteriological and chemical standards.

Provisional Grade
One Two | Three Four Total

Produced in the Barungh.l 15 1 1 — 17

Produced outside the
Borough B AL S 24 — — — 24

INSPECTION OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

A 1009 meat inspection was achieved during the year in
which 20,802 animals were killed against a figure of 23,048 for
1959. The reduction was caused mainly by a fall in the number
of sheep slaughtered.

It may be timely to say a word about the little publicised
but extremely important work of post mortem inspection of
carcases and organs carried out by your public health inspec-
tors. The public as a whole do not realise that the meat they
purchase has been subjected to this examination to ensure that
no food reaches them in a diseased condition, It requires years
of experience to become a first class inspector of meat and a
considerable knowledge of the anatomy and diseases of animals.

The quality of the meat sold in Harrogate is a very high
one and only one cow was slaughtered in the Borough in 1960.

There was a decline over the previous year in the quantity
of beef liver lost to the local butchers due to fascioliasis—a
parasitic condition commonly known as liver fluke.

The fall in the quantity of meat condemned continued in
a remarkable fashion as will be seen from the figures given
below, The saving from a monetary point of view is consider-
able and it is an important factor as far as economics are
concerned inasmuch as it increases the supply of home Kkilled
meat available for the market.

The amount of meat condemned for tuberculosis and other
disease is less than a third of the quantity for 1957 whilst for
tuberculosis alone it is down to one fifth.
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Ihe regulations made under The Slaughterhouses Act,
1958, which established certain minimum standards in
the construction and operation of slaughterhouses made it
essential that some major alterations and additions be put in
hand at the earliest opportunity.

During the year a sheep killing hall and extra lairage were
Rmvided and a large amount of plastering to walls carried out.
oof and walls were repaired and artificial lighting improved.
A stunning pen, electric hoists and additional offal rails were
p&:rchased and many minor additions and alterations put into
effect.

The slaughterhouse now complies with the standards asked
for in the regulations.

Every effort is made to maintain a satisfactory standard of
hygiene and above all to see that the animals are treated in a
humane manner,

The slaughterhouse fulhls its purpose of providing facili-
ties for the local butcher to kill and dress his own animals.
Since it was taken over by the Council it has paid its own wayv
and imposed no charges on the rates.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1958.

There are now twenty-three licensed slaughtermen on the
register. The number in 1954 was fifty-four.

It is a little disturbing to find so few youths ready to take
up this very essential trade. The work is hard, exacting and
not exactly pleasant and one finds that jobs of this nature are
no longer proving attractive to boys leaving school. It is a

roblem which must be faced up to in the future but apart
om making unpleasant work lucrative to perform I can think
of no other answer.

The men worked verv amicably together and performed
their tasks in a competent and satisfactory manner. Once again
the main difficulty encountered was the one of clothing. It is
exceedingly difficult for the men to keep their working clothes
clean and presentable but I feel a little more effort could be

ut into this task. The stunning pen and electric hoists con-
siderably reduced the manual work of slaughtering and the im-
provements effected inside the building speeded up the
throughput of meat.
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Number of slaughtermen on register 31.12.59

Applications for licences during 1960

Number of slaughtermen on register 31.12.60

23
21
21

Cysticercus Bovis,

The number of animals found to be affected with the lar-

val stage of the human tapeworm Taenia Saginata was slightly
lower than in 1959, A systematic examination for cysticercus
bovis was continued by the inspectors,

; Animals Numbers Affected Percentage
Year Slaughtered English and T Affected
Scottish Origin Origin

1949 4,203 40 11 1.21
1950 5,334 35 19 98
1951 5.175 929 30 1.14
1952 4793 3] 14 98
1958 4,906 16 5 1.04
1954 4,732 36 10 .97
1955 3,662 11 — .30
1956 4,58% 22 2 52
1957 3,630 21 10 .85
1958 3,219 14 6 .62
1959 2,862 14 6 70
1960 2,651 11 £ 42

PARTICULARS OF OTHER FOODS CONDEMNED

The total weight of food condemned was only 3 cwt. over
last year’s figure, Tinned meat, fruit and vegetables again held
pride of place in that order. When one considers the quantity
of food consumed in the town during the year the total amount
found to be unfit for human consumption is indeed small. The
processing of food has reached a very high standard and refri-

DURING THE YEAR 1960.

geration has added its quota to the efficiency with which
preservation is maintained.
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1
4

T

il No. of Weight
Description -

P containers etc, 1b. oz.
Miscellaneous Tinned Food.
Meat ' | . PR L 589 2,332 1
Frmit = .. | e 547 851
Mepegabies 0 L . e 443 831
Fish e ot G 48 25 8
Milk RN 80 64 5
Coffee ... e, O 9 8
Rice s - 29 20 12
General.
Honey R e i, 2 x|
Cheese Trimmings 24 ol 8
Cheese ... e 7 156 |
Currants ... ... 2 0
Mixed Sweets s o 356
Milk Powder . 2 112
Vegetables ... .. G 11 420
Fish ... T 6 179 H
Frozen Egg | 14
Prxed Frint ... .0 e 78 46 8
Meat @ ... . ol 24
Fruit R - 12

Total weiﬁht 2 tons, 8 cwis., 2 qrs., 25 lbs,, 10 ozs.

WORK CARRIED OUT AT FOOD PREMISES,

The standards required by the Food Hygiene Regulations
have to a large degree been complied with by owners or oc-
cupiers of food premises in the town. One may now walk round
most shops for instance and see the various types of screens
which have been installed to protect the foods displayed from
contamination,

In kitchens and workrooms the same attention has been
given to tables, cupboards, floors, walls and equipment
generally.

The problem still remains, however, of seeing that the
premises and equipment are used in a hygienic manner and
this is in some instances most difficult. Routine inspection is
proving more and more necessary. It is surprising how condi-
tions can deteriorate if visits by the inspector become infre-
quent, I have tried to find an answer as to why cleanliness
cannot alwavs be practised but have so far failed. The main
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causes are as follows :— frequent changes of staff, indifference
in handling food and equipment, lack of training and weak
and inefficient management. The rear portion of food premises
do not always follow in line with the part the public see where
everything glitters and neatly dressed assistants convey an jm-
pression of cleanliness and hygiene bordering on that found in
a hospital or clinic,

[ would not like to convey the impression that the above
remarks apply to all food premises. Far from it, but there is
still too much carelessness to make one feel that the Regula-
tions as far as they relate to persons engaged in the handling
of food are achieving the success they merit,

Articles, apparatus, clothing, cleansed

Double sinks provided and washing facilities 1m|ume~rl
First aid kits provided or maintained
Food protected against flies, dust, etc. e o
Kitchen fittings re-sited N l BT
No smoking notices provided .. .. .. -
Samitary accommodation provided, improved or cleansed
Table tops made impervious .. Bl
Walls, ceilings, Hoors, etc., cleansed ... .. ..
Wal!s, ceilings, floors, etc., repalred 0 G Rl
Washing facilities provided (personal) s
Ventilation provided or improved = = .. .. @ ..
Miscellaneous .. .. el i e T e

=

o =
PO e i O e NS D T D L

SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

During the year ninty-seven samples were taken, forty-four
of these being formal and fifty-three informal.

No cases of adulteration were found but in certain cases
milk sampled from individual churns of a producer despatch-
ing to the dairy in quantity did not reach the presumptive
standards. Follow-up samples quickly revealed the cause and
the producer was advised re mixing of the milk.

The amalgamation of food processing firms into large com-
bines is reducmg the necessity and frequency of sampling many
of their products. Such firms are jealous of their integrity and
quality of their products.

The uniformity of sampling throughout the country is yet
to be achieved and I am certain that money is wasted by the
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same product being submitted to the various analysts acting
for different local authorities,

The selection of articles to be analysed requires a good
deal of thought and observation but I feel that time spent on
this matter is not wasted. There must always be a deterrent to
those who would wander from the straight and narrow path of
absolute honesty and the problem is how to use this weapon
economically and intelligently.

e ———_

Formal ' Informal Article

Asprin Tablets
Bismuth Lozenges
Crab Spread
Creamed Rice
Dandelion and Burdock
Drinking Chocolate
Formalin Tablets
Grapefruit Squash
Ground Rice
‘"Honegar"’

Lime Juice Cordial
Milk

“Orange Swell”
Potassium Bromide Tablets
Plain Flour
Seidlitz Powder
Sterilised Cream
Tincture of Iodine
White Lemonade
Yeast Tablets

Zinc Ointment

T T —

- —
I e i R

Total

=

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

Of the samples analysed eight of those taken were reported
to be not genuine, details of which and the action taken in

. regard thereto are as follows -—
a7
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Sample Fﬂ'ﬁﬂ Adulteration or Other
o. Informal Article Irregularity Action Taken
Fat Solids not Fat
706 Formal | T.T. 2 87 8.81 In all these cases it was
Milk found that the producer
708 Channel|l 3.65 9.09 was not "-'{fﬁflﬂnﬂj' mix-
710 | Formal | Islands | 3.76 9.1 | 1ng the milk. When this
Milk procedure was carried
out the milk reached
Channel| 3.88 B.96 the required standards.
719 Formal | Islands
Milk
721* | Formal | Milk 2.80 8.90
T24% 2.63 8.33
737 Formal .‘di"‘i 2.63‘ B.Eg
798 2.58 B.27

* Follow up of sample No. 706.

Legal action was taken for breaches of the Food Hygiene

Regulations against occupiers of a hotel and a fine of £15 was
imposed.

by the department.

I give below a list of food offences which were investigated

Food

Action Taken

l.oaf of Bread

Contained metal tack.
Manufacturers warned,

Ovaltine

Infested by a moth of the Ephestia
species due to leaking tin.
Manufacturers informed,

I.oaf of Bread

Contained flour beetle,
Manufacturers informed,

Potato Crisps

Discoloured and in an unwhole-
some condition,
Manufacturers warned,

l.oaf of Bread

Contained foreign body.
Manufacturers warned.

l.oaf of Bread

Contained flour beetles,
Manufacturers warned.

Biscuits

- Manufacturers warned.

Contained fibres,

Froren Fish

Alleged to have changed colour of
gold ring, No definite conclusions
arrived at with regard to this
matter.
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Merchandise Marks (Imported Goods)
No. 1 Order 1932,

Representations were made to a number of leading packers
of butter about the marking of the indication of origin on their
wrappers. This appcared on the bottom panel of the package
and the respective firms were informed that in the opinion of
the Council the indication of origin was not given con-
spicuously as required by the above Regulation and should be

printed on the top panel or on both sides.

_As a result of this action a number of firms agr-d to have
their wrappers altered accordingly.

PUBLIC CLEANSING — HOUSEHOLD AND TRADE
REFUSE,
Ist April, 1960 to 31st March, 1961.

Collection of Refuse,

Refuse was collected from 21,372 houses and other premises
within the Borough, an increase of 498,

Collecting Vehicles.

The collection of refuse was carried out by side and rear
loading vehicles with a total carrying capacity of 186 cubic
vards.

Three new fore and aft tipping vehicles were added to
the fleet bringing the total number of this tvpe of machine to
8 and increasing the total carrying capacity by 24 cubic yards.

The extra size of these machines created a serious problem
at the garage which was too small to house all of them and
accommodation was found for one vehicle in a garage in the
centre of the town as a temporary measure until the main build-
ing could be enlarged by an additional bay. Work on this
project commenced in September and alterations were carried
out at the same time so that one way traffic could be instituted
at the depot. The result has been very satisfactory and the
drivers can now service, wash and park the vehicles with ease.
The time saved in parking is considerable as instead of pack-

~ ing them in at all angles with inches to spare, the vehicles now
- stand in orderly rows and can move out via the opposite door
to the one through which they entered.
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Maintenance work was again successfully carried out and
no major defects occurred, neither was a vehicle off the road
for more than one day on account of repairs,

The handling of machines by the drivers was most com-
mendable.

Year | Repairs
1957 - 1958 £544 11 6
1958 - 1959 £299 ] 3
1959 - 1960 £291 12 0
1960 - 1961 £217 8 0
Method of Year of Capacity
Make loading make (cubic yards)
Four Karriers ... ... side 1949 12
1950 10
1950 10
1953 10
Eight 5.D. Fore and 1956 18
Aft Tippers .. 1957 18
1958 18
rear 1959 18
1959 18
1960 18
1960 18
1961 18
One Karrier ... .. gide 1953 2 Ton
Tipper

Trade Refuse,

The following are the charges made for the collection of
trade refuse :—

10/0d. per motor load.
4d. per bin in excess of one per week.

Hotel Refuse.

One free collection is made per week. For each weekly
collection in addition to the former the sum of {1 1s. 0d. per
annum is charged.
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Private Tipping,

~ The charges made for the private tipping of refuse by
individuals are 2/0d. per load up to two tons and 2/6d. per
load over two tcns. During the vear 945 loads of refuse were
disposed of on this basis, vielding a revenue of £95 10s. 0d.

Tonnage.

The highest weekly tonnage of refuse was 479 tons which
was collected during the week ending 3rd June, 1960, and the
lowest tonnage for the week ended 31st December, 1960, when
397 tons were collected. The figures for last year were 590 tons
and 432 tons respectively.

23,471 tons of household and trade refuse were collected
during the year against 21,673 tons for 1959/60, 8,160 loads of
refuse were removed as against 8,168 in the previous year. The
value of the extra capacity machines can be appreciated by the
extra tonnage of refuse they carried for a decrease of 8 loads
over the previous year,

Estimated Tonnage of Materials.
Handled by Cleansing Department, 1959 /60,

Tvpe Collection Disposal
(a) Household Refuse ... 22 832 99 832
Eh] Trade Refuse .. IR 639 639
T R ] T — 4 4
(d) Covering Materials ... 364 564
(e) Road Sweepings = s = 1.480
}E] Street Gully Solids .. — | 1,500
ﬁ} BRI e L e 939 -
(h) Trade Refuse (disposal onl
not collected by Cleansing
Department) ... 1,890
(i) Materials delivered to tips b
other departments ... 428
Total ... 24,778 29,146
Less covering materials 364 —
Total refuse collected 24,414 s
Total refuse disposed of .. - 29,146

Frequency of Collection.

The character and density of refuse has been changing for
the past few years due to the following factors. (1) Higher
standard of living (2) pre-packaging of all types of food and
articles (3) more modern methods of heating buildings and
cooking food (4) less refuse being disposed of on domestic fires.
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The increase in bulk during the current year has been
amazing. During the summer months it amounted to nothing
more or less than paper, cartons, tins and vegetable matter. In
some instances a vehicle was filled to capacity after taking the
contents of the bins in one road whereas three years ago it
could successfully cope with the refuse of two roads.

The problem is becoming more acute as time goes on and
it is obvious that vehicles for future use must be fitted with
compression equipment if an adequate payload is to be carried
and journevs to the tip cut down to reasonable proportions. It
is also apparent that the manufacturers of refuse vehicles are
fully aware of the position and new designs capable of com-
pressing the refuse inside the body are coming onto the market.

35.891'1 bins are emptied every week within the Borough and
this number keeps on growing as more and more development
takes place, The new vehicles and re-organisation of districts
have enabled the department to cope with the extra work and
a seven day collection has been maintained except for short
periods following bank holidays.

It has been cacudmgh difhicult to keep a full staff of dust-
men and the holiday periods have imposed a serious strain on
the department’s resources, The work of emptying dustbins is
not attracting men in this town as it used to do and I believe
this difficulty is being experienced everywhere, My remarks re
slaughtermen apply to dustmen and men carrying out work of
a similar character. What is the future for essential work of
this nature? Men cannot be replaced by machinery in this job
and the citizens of the town will not stop filling their dustbins
because there is no labour available. It would appear to me
that serious thought must be given to the matter and the re-
wards for labour of this type increased in order to compete
with the more attractive forms of employment.

The men carried out their work efficiently and conscien-
tiouslv, Rain or bad weather did not reduce their daily tally
of bins emptied. T am constantly receiving from the puhlu:
pr’me for the men and the way thev do their job without leav-
ing any trace of their visit in the shape of litter or refuse
dropped from the bins or vehicle.

Hours Lost Through Sickness and Accidents.

The time lost through sickness reached a total figure of
4,627 hours which is an increase of 1,000 hours over the previous
year though it compares favourably with an average figure for
other years.
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The men suffered from a miscellaneous number of illnesses
but rheumatic troubles and chest complaints were responsible
for most of the time lost. These troubles spring from the nature
of the work and exposure to all types of weather. The protec-
tive clothing provided does, however, keep them dry except in
extreme circumstances,

The accident figure is a reasonable one, strains being the
most prevalent. No opportunity is lost to make the men
accident conscious and when one thinks of the way they are
exposed to traffic in the course of their duties the fact that no
man has been knocked down or injured is very gratifying to
all concerned. The total time lost was equivalent to 117 work-
ing weeks or the loss of over two men for the year.

Week Spring quarter |Summer quarter | Autumn quarter] Winter quarter
Sick |Accidents| Sick |Accidents| Sick |Accidents| Sick |Accidents
1 88 88 0% 2004
2 B8 14 88 258
3 | 52 44 1143 2494
4 | 44 174 | 88 176 36 | 189
5 44 14 132 14 279
6 44 44 351 83 261 | 168 214
7 44 44 44 613 1594
8 35} 17} 44 48 210
9 | 88 44 1143
10 | 110 981 66 754
11 | 105 88 83 | 793 59
I 58 88 173 42
13 88 26 30}
Total | 9183 | 167 6381 83 10151 | 1061 {2004} 21}
Summary --- _ :
Sickness Accidents
Spring Quarter 918% 167
Summer Quarter 6881 83
Autumn Quarter 106158 1061
Winter Quarter 2,004}% 211
4,627 3031
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Disposal of Refuse,

The method of disposal is by controlled tipping or as
prefer to call it, land reclamation.

Most of the year has been devoted to the task of building
a playing held for the Police Training Centre, Pannal Ash,
on the hillside immediately in front of the main building.
25,600 tons of domestic and trade refuse were used for this pur-
pose and an embankment approximately 22" 0" in height con-
structed to obtain the necessary levels., The site has now been
adequately solled and will be seeded down with grass in
September 1961, It will be used for rugby and football in the
autumn of 1962. The site is on clay and some problems were
encountered owing to the slope of the land but the initia
lavers of refuse were successfully tied in and the embankmen
secured against any movement.,

I have pointed out the changing nature of refuse and th
extra difficulty involved in handling it. Nowhere is this mor
pronounced than on the tip where consolidation of the materia
1s no longer of a uniform nature. Working to prescribed level
is not always possible without allowing for unequal settlemen
as the work advances. I am no longer able to obtain a goo«
~ ash surface, especially in the summer months owing to th
gradual disappearance of this substance from the refuse.

The question of covering material will have to be seriousl
considered in the near future. With the change over to oil fil
ing of boilers in the town I am unable to obtain sufficien
clinker to cover the refuse in order to seal the tip and provid
a reasonable surface for the vehicles to move over. It may &
necessary to open up old tips and use the decomposed refus
for this purpose. The main drawback is the glass content has
ing regard to the fact that the reclaimed land on the Yorkshi
Showground is used for car parking purposes. :

A new muledozer was purchased and put into use in Mare
the old machine being put into reserve. It has been in co
tinuous use for six vears and has moved approximately 140,0t
tons of refuse etc., during which time it has saved the wag
of three men.

Salvage.

Money received from the sale of salvaged materials reach
the sum of £7,186 against £6,827 in 1959. There has been :
increase in the amount of paper available but the limit I
been reached so far as the handling facilities provided by the
present paper shed are concerned. E 3
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The loading bay for baled paper,

































