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To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Harrogate

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your information and con-
sideration my Annual Report on the health of the Borough for
1957.

The notable event during the year in infectious disease was
the epidemic of Asian Influenza. At a rough estimate it would
seem that amongst Harrogate residents one in ten adults and one
in two school children developed the illness. There is still specu-
lation as to whether the lower incidence in older people was the
result of immunity derived from previous attacks or whether these
older people escaped since they were less exposed to infection.
There is no doubt that in families without school children there
were far fewer cases amongst adults. There was concern lest there
might be further waves of influenza in the winter as occurred in the
devastating epidemic in 1918-19 which started in June 1918, almost
ceased after six weeks and recurred with great virulence in the
late autumn and again early in 1919, killing some 200,000 people
in England and Wales. This fortunately did not materialise and
the epidemic as a whole was not severe in character.

Measles was prevalent during the year with 851 cases being
rotified. There were no fatal cases however. Measles is commonly
a disease of the Spring reaching its maximum period of incidence
in March or April. 't tends to occur every two years when a
fresh number of susceptible young children have grown up who
have not previously had, or been exposed to, the disease. The
important change in measles in recent years has been its decrease
in severity. Whereas some fifty years ago the case-fatality rate
was one death for every ten patients, now the rate is one death for
every five thousand cases. It has, in fact, ceased to be a killing
disease of infancy and many of the cases are now so trivial as to
be difficult to diagnose. It is probable that improved standards
of living and nutrition have played a considerable part in this
lowering of the case-fatality rate.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC
HEALTH INSPECTOR AND CLEANSING
SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE YEAR 1957

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Harrogate.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I herewith submit for your consideration my eleventh annual
report of the work carried out by the sanitary and cleansing
services of the department for the year 1957.

Rapid progress has been made with the slum clearance scheme
and the majority of the occupiers of the properties have been
rehoused. All the houses should be demolished by the end of
1958.

Despite a great deal of sickness caused by the influenza
epidemic the cleansing department maintained a seven day service
throughout most of the year. Cleansing costs were again low,
and having regard to the excellent condition of the vehicles and
the manner in which the refuse is disposed of, this is a very
satisfactory state of affairs. As I pointed out in my notes on this
service, a great deal of credit must go to the men for the con-
scientious way in which they carry out their duties and the care-
ful manner in which they handle and maintain the equipment
provided for them by the Council.

~ The inspection of meat and foods was maintained at a high
level and the slaughterhouse fulfilled its purpose to the satisfac-
tion of the Council and local butchers. Various improvements
were made to the building and the financial position is sound.

A great deal of work was carried out under the Food Hygiene
Regulations, and the utmost co-operation was received from the
~owners of food premises and food handlers.
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. OUTWORKERS.

Notifications received from employers and other authorities show
“l:l:.at there were six outworkers engaged in making wearing appare]
‘in the Borough.

In each case conditions were satisfactory.

SMOKE ABATEMENT

Most of the complaints received by the department related
to smoke nuisances from hotels. In previous years I have reported
‘that though the ‘equipment was in most cases satisfactory the
‘working and control of it was not of the same standard. This year
-my observations are in the same vein. There is a dearth of ex-
- perienced stokers in the town with the result that smoke nuisances
‘are caused through lack of knowledge or careless abandon whilst
handling equipment. The men do not stay at the job long enough
to become t in boiler control.

~ Domestic smoke is the chief cause of pollution in Harrogate
“but umng to the many open spaces and parks together with the
low density of houses per acre the atmosphere generally presents
‘a clean and wholesome appearance. It would appear to me that
‘the people of the town are creating their own smoke control areas
‘as I understand the installation of oil fired boilers, electric and
coke convector fires is increasing. It is true to say that coal
consumption has gone down steadily over the past three years.
‘Occupiers of properties are beginning to appreciate the amount of
‘household work which can be saved by modern smokeless
‘appliances and from a monetary point of view in the renewal of
‘decorations. A new angle to approach the clean air problem but
[ feel an effective one.

HOUSING

Three-hundred-and-ten houses were built by private enterprise
ard forty by the local authority during 1957.

Three orders embracing three areas containing eleven houses
were confirmed by the Ministry. Steady progress was made in
g persons from clearance areas confirmed the previous
year and the slum clearance scheme for the town should be com-
ol with all the properties demolished by the end of 1958.
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Registration of Premises Used for the Manufacture, Storage
or Sale of Food.

Premises used for the sale and storage of ice-cream increased
in number by eight. It is interesting to note that in 1947 there
were only 39 premises registered and the number had increased
to 139 in 1952. Whether the amount consumed has increased pro
rata to the number of premises or the sales have been spread more
evenly throughout the Borough is a matter for conjecture. One
point that has arisen during the year is the definition of what
constitutes ‘wrapped ice-cream’. This used to mean a totally
wrapped article but the term has become somewhat elastic with
the advent of partially wrapped sections which are placed in cones,
In my opinion this particular product presents certain difficulties
in handling.

Premises on Premises on
Register, 1956 Register, 1957

Sale and Storage of ice-cream ’ 193 201
Manufacture of ice-cream 10 ]
Manufacture of preserved food ... 45 45

Butter, margarine, wholesale
dealers or factories ... 1 1

EXAMINATION OF ICE-CREAM

Fifteen samples of ice-cream were submitted to the Public
Health Laboratory for examination. All were satisfactory.

Provisional Grade
One Two |Three Four Total

Produced in the Borough( 8 = — s 8

Produced outside the
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