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1i9 potifications of diphtheris. were received put sn
) further obse vation two cuses proved o be Scarlet Fever) nne to e
Eryaipelas; and one t0 boe definitely not Diphtheriu. The totul
nett number o cuses was therefore 115 and the .ttuck rute was 3,11
por 1,000 of the population which ure the higheat Pigures recorded
gdnce 1906 when there waere 119 cuses with an ttagk rate nf 3.78 per
1,000,
There were § deaths giving . cagse mortality of y.u
per cant and o deathraute of 0.1y. The deathirate in Ingland and
Wales wus 0.13, in the 96 Great Towns it was 0.1y, and in the 148
Brkiller tovns it was 0.12. Four of the deatha scourred at the
Janluetion Hospitel, one on the sixth day ofter admission and three
in less fthan tveo duys affer adnission, fne casge died aut home on fhe
elaventh day of illneas.
The nunber of houses inwvaded was 98, there being 87 houscs with one
. ease euch; 6 liousea with 2 cases; 4 houses with 3 ouwses} and the
house with 4 cuzesz.
In 59 cases the diugnosis was corfirmed by buctericlogical
examtination. In 71 instunces the child affected wis asttending Gne op
ether of the elementary scionla. By far the lurgoat nuuber - 5y -
were in wttendunce at sturbeck Council School; the schonl neurest
approwchin: this was Grove Roud sSchool witih 6 cuaea,
34 of the cuscs were discovercd by the decliool Rairaing staffl.
96 or #3.5 per cent of the cuaes were rewoved to the Isclation
Hospital,

¥rom the foregoing tepies it i3 apparent that
diphtheria was diestinetly provalent during the Year. It wus
most provelent i tlie lust ftwo guarters of the Your, and as was tho
caan with Beurlet Mewver, sStarbeck wasd the Word wiidich suffered most
severcly — moreé tilen Bal? the nuadber ol Ceaes OccUurring in this Ward,
In no other Ward dia the dizeuse give rise to auxiety although in the
last yuurter there wes un increuse in the Zast and West Wards. In the
) Buat W.rd hovrevoar four of the cases in the luast guarter occurred in one
house and the 12 cases in the Woest Werd were with the exceoption of 3
which ococurred in an Inatitution, scuttered tnroughout the Ward and had
nn tracewble conuection with each other.
In Sterbeck hinvrever the disease gave rise to considerable unxiety,

G cases were notilfied in Pebruery ond one was notified in March.

From this time till about the middle of Huy the Ward smus free Tronm
the disease, Frow this duate however Hill the end of Qctober 57 cusea
were notified, At the endl of October there wus a4 sudden drop in
tha numbers and durin: the laat two months of the year only 5 casen
wers nntified, Altogether 69 casss were notified in Starbeck during
the your.

Careful enguiry wis made into every casce ind every likely and severaul
unlikely causes considereds The question of the posalblility ol the
infection bein: :dlk borne was carefully zone into but at no time

was any evide. g0 nbtained podnting 4o the milk supply being responsible,
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In November o housing survey wad made of the district

‘and infermation w8 to overcrowdihy was ootained as regards 2985
housas of an estimated totul oi wbowut 3,500 working olagas
dwellingnouses. In 1595 inatenoes the information woas obtained
by personal enguiry by members o0 Wy 3taff witn some help Ifronm
putaide, in the remeining 1310 inatupces tie information us to the
pumber of persons pel house Wuaa o0twlned I'row records at the Food
Wfrice and the number wnd extont of the roows in these houses were
plready folrly sccuruteiy anowr to the department., Reglatrar
Generas's stundard of overcrowiing wWea adopiad, i.e. = house with
more thun two persona per ool Was consider=d to be overcrowded,
The proportion of overcrowddfh houses wua aoout the sume in each

L group = in the firat there were 6By houses with a population of

!hﬁﬁ and in the zecond 53 with & population of 425, altogether
105 houses iwd moré than to occupants per rocm. AR R AT N
These houses werse inhabited by &9y persons, 40 average ol just
over 8 per house.
The ampunt of overcrowding is less than I auvlcipeted, Very few
caaes of groas avercrowding came to uotice amd it is worthy of note
that of 110 houses occupied by more thun one fupily only 6 were
found to be overcrowded.

¥No agtion beyond the carrying forward of the Housing Beheme has
bean taken during the year, As , there are no empsy housss in the
gistriet it iz diffiecult to see what other aetion is possible,

Fitneasa of Housesa,

Generully speaxins the standard of housing in the
diatri~t ia fairly high. Practically wlil are through houses, and
thare are not more than 70 = 80 houses in the area without through
ventilation. The principul defecst Tound to exist 1s dampniess; other
dafests are nainly dilapidated apd oroxen floors, defective
pluptering and similar slight struetural defects.

setien =5 regards unfit housea hea Deell -taken sntirely
under the Public Health acta.

The fcllewing Table slows the number of houses fouud
with defects and the number remedicu during the year wader these Acta,

Houges found witl: defectdesawssess 117
Houses pade Tit spgein afsoer
preliminary notlceessssnsnsssssan B9

liouses in regard to wnicii nolices
_a wery E'L;i.vedlillilll'lllllll-lll-l-l‘ EE

Houaecs made 1'it after noticed.... 16
Totel numper of houses mude fit.. 105

Houses with defects not remedied at
the end of 1919 i;tiiilitiill-‘-li 12

’ Iuring the year no action has been saken under the
foueing Acte, As, has dlready been stuted, houses with minor
8 tructurel defecta were dealt with under the Public Health Acts and
althoush trare are about 20 houses in the area which are, in my
vpinion, unfit for habitation they are ao, not ac much basause of
dilapidations ‘as because of their lack of offidient lignting and
Yentllation., ' The shortage of houses hus made it impracticadle
to enforce closing orders on these houses Af such were mede, and it
has therefnre been deemed edvieable to postpone aetion for the tiue
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Cages of Infectious Disesuse notified during the year 19519.
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tal "At all Vmw:: (452) are 15 cases — 1 each of Erysipelas & Puerperal
sles, and 2 cases of Pneumonia—in which the ages could not be ascertained,
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Infant Mortality during the year 1519,

Nett Ieaths from atutel causes at warious ages under 1 yeap

: of age.
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