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INTRODUCTION.

g S f——

To the Chairman and Members of the Halifax Tureal
District Couneil,
(FENTLEMEN,
[ have the honour and lllezls-sl_ll‘{: UIIIH'L‘*F&L’-Htillg

vou with my Annual Report on the health of your
Distriet during the year 1894,

The Distriet boasts a death-rate which is lower
than it has been for many vears, and is also lower than

that of England and Wales generally for 1894.

From the Report you will see that wuch good work
has been done, and done thoroughly, almost every branch
of Sanitary work receiving its due share.

You will find in places recommendations or sugges-
tions made for the consideration of your Council, and
these T trust will not be made in vain.

I have to thank many of your members for valuable
assistance and support given in the days of the now
past Rural Sanitary Authority.

I feel confident that an appeal to your newly-
constituted Couneil for support in the earrying out of
my work during the present year is unnecessary,

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

MEREDITH YOUNG.

.-’fe'.-'_:,,rfam'.-ﬁu .-J;i?'fl. 1855,



HALIFAX RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL,
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Report of the Iledical Officer of Health
FOR THE YEAR 1804.

Population.—At the 1881 Census the population
of your united districts was 8,320, and at the 1891 Census
8,414 ; estimating by logarithms to the middle of 1894,
I have caleulated it to be 8,457. The populations of the
different sub-districts are given in Table IV, from which
you will see that in Fixby, Greetland and Norland the
population has probably deereased, whilst in the other
sub-districts 1t has probably increased.  The net inerease
for the whole district since the Census of 1891 is pro-

bah]}' about 43.

Density of Population.—Taking the average of
the whole district, there were 554 persons to the square
mile in 1891, or at the rate of 1} acres per person (1°156
acres per person, to be accurate). The West Riding of
Yorkshire, taken as a whole, had, in 1891, 891 persons
per square mile, or 0°718 acres (:%,-IH-E square yards) per
person. In Table IV, you will see the density (expressed

in persons per square mile) of each sub-district.

Births.—During the year there have been 240 births,
namely 119 of males and 121 of females, or at the rate of
28'3 per thousand of the estimated population. The
birth-rates in the sub-distriets show naturally considerable
differences, the highest being in Norwood Green and
(1::'[1-}?, where 1t was 327 ; I“i:\;]}.‘r comes next with a rate
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of 31'3; and Clifton next with a rate of 303 ; Skircoat,
Hartshead, Norland, and Greetland follow on with rates
of 286, 276, 232, and 216 respectively. The rates for

previous years will bhe seen in Table T1.

The birth-rate in England and Wales generally for
1894 was 296, so that our own rate would appear very

favourable,

[egitimate births are not distinguished by the
Registrars in their returns to me, so that 1T am unable to

give them,

Deaths. There have been 124 deaths 1'1*;{i:~:[|']'1*:i
from all eauses during the vear, namely 69 of males and
55 of females, or at the rate of 146 per thousand of the
estimated population,  This is lower than the average of
the preceding five years, as a glance at Table T1. will
show, and is also lower than the rate for any imdividual
vear. It is also eonsiderably lower than the England
and Wales death-rate for 1894 (16'6) though that itself
iz lower than it has been for many vears,

Comparing the various sub-districts in this respect
(see Table V.) we find Norwood Green at the head of
the list with the very low death-rate of 11°3 per thonsand.
In order of merit the other distriets run as tfollows :

Fixby - : : 12°5.
Skircoat - - 13-2.
Norland - - - ld-].
Hartshead . - 148,
Clifton - - - 1G9,

. - 2T4h:

(areetland
N o correction has been NECessary this year, is i IJ'I'L"".'iIJ-]]H

vears, for deaths of non-residents within the distriet, or
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for deaths outside the distriet of persons belonging

thereto,

Classification of Deaths according to Age.

() Tnfient Mortality. 34 deaths have oceurred at
ages wnder one year, This 18 at the rate of 142 per
thousand registered births, and implies that about one

seventh of the children born have not survived the first
vear of life. This is undoubtedly a high figure, and
shews too an inerease on last year’s record. In my
Annual Report for 1803 L commented on this high
infant mortality, and my obscrvations made during 1894
have tended to confirm the opinions therein expressed.
I ventured the opmion then that many infantile deaths
were ecaused by improper management and  feeding
t'ur_aultiug from l}:u'::llt:l] ilu:};put‘iull{'u or meg]gut.J and 1
suggested the printing of small handbills, giving simple
mstruections on these matters, the ;'-Lut]mrit}' to :-_il}llljl}'
these to the Registrars, who would give one to each
person registering a birth. I again suggest this measure,
which could be carried out at a trifling cost, for the con-
sideration of your Council, as 1 feel sure its adoption
would result in a considerable reduction of infantile
mortality, to say nothing of’ the probable immense saving
of sickness and suftering.

(b) At ages betiween 1 aned 5 years.—19 deaths have
oceurred at this time of life, making a total of 53 deaths

of children under 5 yvears of age.

]

(e) condd wiler 15 years l In each of these age-
periods  we  have  to

{H'r) i n'!'.ln'l" H-Mtt’r',- 25 I{fr*rh'-‘*J I'L‘l.‘UI'll. -‘ﬁi.‘i {1“;[1].&
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(e) 25 and wunder 65 years,—The deaths in this
age-period have numbered 34, but of course the fact that
a period of 40 years is covered must be remembered.

(f) 65 and wpiwards.—Here we have to record 25
deaths, a very good percentage of the total deaths, as it
indicates that one-fifth of the deaths oceurred in persons
who had reached the age of 65 at least.

Uncertified Deaths.-——These have numbered about
11 during the year. The number is uncertain, as some
of the Registrars do not distinguish the uncertified
deaths clearly.

ligrests.—There have been five Inquests held during
the year, namely in the two cases of suieide mentioned
below, 1n two eases of accidental death, and in one other
uncertified death.

Suicides.—There have been two suicides during the
same period, namely one from hanging and one from

drowning,
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TFABLE: 1.

Classification of Causes of Death.

e

|
! Under 5 | Overd

Crass 1. Zvyoric Disgases,
Ovrder 1.—Miasmetic Diseases,
Chickenpox
Dinhtheria
Membranous Croup
Whooping Cough
Typhoid Fever

Crass IV, CoxsTITUTIoNAL
Diseases.
Rheumatie Fever
Cancer -
Serofulous Diseases
Phthisis

Crass V. DEVELOPMENTAL
[)isEASES,
Premature Birth
(Old age

Crass VI, Locan Disgases,
Diseazes of Nervous H}':-ih']ii
Cireulatory System ...

i
Respiratory System...
,»  Digestive System

,»  Urinary S}'s;tum
Diseases or Aceidents of Childbirth

Crass VII. ViorLesce.
Accidents
Hllil_.‘itln

Crass VIII. Irn-DeriNep AND
NOT SerciFiEd (CAUsES,

I)El;i“t}', .'Ul'iiil]t.‘ﬁ [nanition

All Others

Total

years.,
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Summary of Vital Statistics in Various
Sub-=Districts.

Clifton.—Births ; 30 males and 40 females, or at
the rate of 80°3 per thousand of the estimated popula-
tion. Deaths : 25 males and 14 females, or at the rate
of 16°9 per thousand. Clifton shows a higher infant
wortality than the other sub-districts, and amongst the
deaths are numbered one from membranous croup (a
disease very closely allied to diphtheria), and three from
whooping eough.  Six cases of searlet fever, one of mem-
branous croup, one of typhoid fever and one of puerperal
fever have been notified to me during the year in this

distriet.

Fixby.—Births : 8 of males and 7 of females, or at
rate of 31'3 per thousand. Deaths : 5 of males and 1 of
a female, or at rate of 125 per thousand. The largest
number of deaths in this part of the district has been at
ages of 65 and upwards. One case of typhoid fever
connected with bad drainage and an impure water supply
was notified to me. These insanitary conditions have

been remedied.

Greetland.— Births : 2 of males and 6 of females,
or at the rate of 21°6 per thousand.  Deaths : 5 of males
and 3 of females, or at the rate of 216 per thousand,
Three eases of searlet fever have oceurred in the distriet
during the year—all of them probably imported from
adjacent districts,

Hartshead. — Births: 13 of males and 16 of
females, or at the rate of 276 per thousand. Deaths :
G of males and 9 of females, or at the rate of 143 per

thousand.  Two deaths have been due to diphtheria and
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one to membranous croup.  Seven eases of searlet fever,
three nl‘{|i]1|aﬂ|:=|'i.‘1, one of membranons croup, one of
typhoid fever, and one of erysipelas have been brought

to my notice during the year in this district.

Norland.— Births : 20 of males and 13 of females,
or at the rate of 239 per thousand, Deaths: 10 of
males and 10 of females, or at the rate of 141 per
thousand.  One death has been due to typhoud fever and
one to rheumatie fever.  Two eases of typhoid fever and

one of erysipelas have been reported to me.

Norwood Green and Coley.— Bivths: 16 of
males and 13 of females, or at the rate of 327 per
thousand. Deaths: 4 of males and 6 of females, or at
the low rate of 11°3 per thousand. One death was due
to typhoid fever which was undoubtedly imported from
Bradford.  Two cases ol scarlet fever also imported from

the adjoining district were reported to me.

Skircoat.—Births : 30 of males and 26 of lemales,
or at the rate of 286G per thousand, Deaths: 14 of

males and 12 of females, or at the rate of 132 per
thousand., T'wo deaths were certified as due to mem-
branous croup and one to whoopmng eough.  Une case
of erysipelas—not dependent on samtary defeets but
constitutional in character—was reported to me frou

L'ulr]u}'.
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Sanitary Work.—At the close of 1893 the
nuisances in hand amounted to 13 : 201 other nuisances
welre |}I‘|:1I_llf-_1|']li'. to ]I:_';'It llllT'i]]g t-]]u }'p;u*, ]11El-iiiil§_:‘ ) tutﬂf HII
214 to be dealt with ; 177 of these have been abated, and
at the end of 1894 there were 37 in course of abatement.
No recourse to legal proceedings has been necessary, this
being due in a large measure, 1 feel sure, to the fact that
your Sanitary Inspector is a thoroughly practical man,
and that property owners will lend a willing ear to a
practical man where they would snap their fingers at a
“ theoretical ™ man.

In eonnection with the nuisances abated 14 house-
drains have been disconnected during the year, and 14
covered privy-middens have been constructed.  One case
of overerowding has been remedied.

In conneetion with one braneh of the sanitary work
—Smoke Abatement—I should like to say that several
observations have been made by vour Inspector, but no
ease has been found where the limit of ten minutes dense,
or twenty minutes moderate, smoke within the hour has

been exceeded,

[ should suggest to your Couneil the advisability of
reducing this limit by one half, or that action should he
taken in any case where the emission of dense black
smoke exceeded five minutes in the hour. It is quite
possible, by eareful stoking, to reduce it below this with-
out the use of any smoke-consuming  appliance, and
therefore T do not consider 1t an unreasonable limit,

Canal Boats. —The length of canal in your dis-
trict 1s :’.f; miles, distributed as follows — 14 mile in
Skircoat and Norland ; 2 wmile in Clifton: 1§ mile in

Hartshead,
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])Ell*hlg‘ the year cleven eanal boats  have heen
inspected by yonr Sanitary Inspector and found m «
faivly satisfactory state.  Contraventions of the Aects
were found on three boats, hut no legal proceedings had
to be resorted to in order to get these remedied. No

cases of infections disease were discovered on any hoat.,

Slaughterhouses. —Four of these places have
heen iIIHllL':Pt.{‘.‘tl {_llll'fng the vear and have been found
somewhat unsatisfactory. That belonging to the Co-
operative Society, situated in Clifton, was found to be mn
an excellent sanitary condition with the exeception of an
accumulation of horns, which needed more frequent
removal, and some minor drainage defeet in the bake-
house ; the authorities, however, immediately  attended

to these matters,

The drainage of the other slaughterhouses, which
were situated in Hartshead, was far from satisfactory,
and the limewashing was not regularly attended to ; the
sink waste-water from a house at the back was condueted
along a channel in the floor of one slanghterhonse, and
beet was allowed to hang for several days above the
ilﬂ(.’”llli]lit-l.tllii_{ sediment from this sewage, And this
defect was discorered on visiting this house at the back
of the slanghterhouse, in connection with an outhreak of

diphtheria which had ocemrred there!

Bakehouses. - Two bakehouses have been un-
earthed during the year, and both were found to he well-
kept, but, built against the wall of one of then. two
privies and a wet and uncovered ashpit were discovered.
The owner was given the choice of removinge the bake-

house or the privies and ashpits, and chose the former,
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Cowsheds. T‘ﬂ.'i'llt.\' l'ig]ll cowsheds, some of them
with milk stores adjoining, were inspected, and, on the
whole, were found satisfactory, The drainage of most
of them was rural in character ; the air-space was limited ;
the “!!!L'“‘Elﬁ]lillg done on an average once a year ; the
water supply generally good ; manure disposal was purely
an agricultural or economical question, from which sani-
tary considerations were disdainfully exeluded.  All this
notwithstanding those who had charge of the eowsheds
we visited were fully alive to the health and well-being
of their eattle, and it only needed a few hints, carefully
chosen and adapted, to ensure a good deal of improve-
ment being carried out.

Unsound Food.— On December 26th 1 was
summoned to inspect a carcase of meat deposited in a
private slaughterhouse at Hartshead, and I pronounced
it unwholesome and unfit for the food of man, and had it
seized and earried away in order to be dealt with by a
Justice of the Peace, who gave an order for its destrue-
tion. The proprietor of the slaughterhouse said that he
had had the earcase offered for sale to him when at the
Huddersfield Market, but had refused to buy it; how-
ever, on coming home the same evening he found it hung
up in his slaghterhouse.  The police had obtained the
name of the man who had offered it for sale, and the
name of the man who had brought it over from Fi:-‘.i_:r},',
where it had died —or been killed, to Hartshead ; 1T at
once visited those persons, but eould get no definite in-
formation from them,

Mr. Bell, a 1'1r"l'.f.l:l'i|I;ll‘::»,-' Slil‘gﬂ“", who il!-"-'-lh:i_'tutl the
carcase carly on the following morning confirmed my
opinion, and suggested that it had died from parturient
:llm]:_:rlt'xl‘v.’.
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The matter was duly reported to your Couneil, and
your Clerk advised that as it was a penal case and, there-
fore, had to be proved up to the hilt, proceedings should
not be taken, so many obvious courses being open to an
unscrupulous defendant.  Finally your Couneil gave the
person on whose premises the earcase was found the
alternative of being summoned or paying all the expenses
in eonnection with the case. He at once paid the
expenses,

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal.—Your
Authority has carried out a large amount of work, com-
paratively speaking, in this direction during the past
year, as the present Summary will indicate - —

Chfton—200 }'}ll'dr-: of 12 . Sewer lad.
Hartshead— 187 yards of 12 in. Sewer laid.

Do. 1 G0 }';H't!ﬁ of 91n, Sewer laid and Sew-

age Tanks constructed,

Most of the above drainage was carried out after the
visit of a ]}1:]11I1:Ltinn of' the Halifax Rural Samitm'}'
J.J'Lutimt‘il}' in the Summer, after a Hulml‘t had been pre-
sented by myself and the Sanitary Inspector on the
drainage of the distriet,

I could find no satistactory eause for several cases of
diphtheria and typhoid fever which oceurred in Hartshead,
and on tl'nilig‘ t.]ml‘nllghl}' into the {lt‘:tilu]:_:’v ot the whole
of that part of the village, it became apparent that a
radical alteration was needed. No time was lost, T am
happy to say, after a Deputation had visited this and

other places, in carrying out a proper svstem of draimage.
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Norland was also visited by a Deputation on a
similar errand, but, of course, anything like a complete
svstem of drainage was found to be out of the question.
Several tanks were ordered to be constructed and arrange-
ments made for these being regularly emptied and kept
to the satisfaction of the Authority.

The drainage of Searr Head, Norland, which I
commented upon in my last Annual Report, is still in
stetu o, as it was found that the Sowerby Bridge Loeal
Board had no sewer to which we could have eonnected

|_r:l.' ;If_:‘rt'vuu,-;]t..

The Surveyor to the Sowerby Bridge Local Board
however gave us to understand that a sewer into which
the property at Searr Head might be drained would
lu'nh;l]n]:\' he construeted Hl}l}l'tl}'; this would (_l(‘.l,!'il._h_!l_'“}-' he

the best way of dealing with it.

Failing this, however, vour Couneil should consider
the advisability of constructing a small settling tank and
filter beds of a similar kind to those used for part of the
sewage of Norwood Green, substituuing * Polarite™ or
some such material for ecoke,  There 1s {!El‘falill]}' consider-

able risk i leaving the drainage as it is now.

The sewage tanks at Norwood Green arve still in the
same state as Hu-_\.' were when 1 I‘U}Hﬂ'lt’li on them in
1893, Thongh the effluent as a rule is clear and
innocuous, it cannot be dented that the ethicieney of the
filter-beds would be muel inereased by the construction
of braneh earriers to distribute the sewage over the whole
of the filter-heds l'*lll:l"_\'. [t would be well also to have
0 |H:.,rp|-uf' “ Polarite 7 or some kindred material, some

H!.'u_- or r-ii,\; il]:'lu':& i]| t|l'1:H|, hl.‘l]l[l_"l.l Wi'[ll. EIULEI' or |i‘|.'l.' itll'!ll':‘i
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of sand, and also covered with six or eight inches of the
same material on the lower filter-bed to ihf.:rnug}ﬂy
purify and oxidize the partially filtered sewage belore it

}:nssml into the stream.

Scavenging. —The privy-middens, &e., are cleansed
by the tenants ; this, of course, means that their contents
accumulate until they are wanted on the land, or until
a reasonable offer can be obtained for them. The
arrangement is very unsatisfactory, and in Clifton
especially is in urgent need of alteration,  In this part
of the distriet it was, at one time during the year, resolved
to contract for the emptying of privy-middens, and
tenders were advertised for ; the cost, however, turned
out to be mueh greater than anticipated, and the matter
was dropped.  This is to be regretted, for cost should be
a secondary consideration in a matter of this kind, which
so directly affects the publie health. I would earnestly
sugoest that a trial be made of the system, not only in
Clifton but mm Skircoat—the two most densely populated
parts of your district—{for I do not think the system has
ever been abandoned after once being adopted, and I am
certain from the numerous complaints which have reached
me through your Inspector that the ratepayers would
support the contract system after once having u:-;lml'iuncul
its benefits,
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TABLE C 1894.

Halifax Rural Sanitary District.

e ——

Medical Oificer of Health,
MEREDITH YOUNG, M.B, CM.
Torm of Appointment, one year., Prescut Salary, £60.
Special Reports presented during 18947 None.

Sanitary Inspector,
ARTHUR ROWE Salary, £72.
ateable Value (1894) for Poor Rate and General District Rate? £43457
(1eneral District Rate 1894-5?  Varied in different Districts.

Water Supply.
Any extension or change during 1804 Nao,
Average daily conswmption per head ? Varies in different Districts.
Action on Lead? None.

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal.
Extension or Improvements during 1894 7
At Clifton, 200 yards of 12 ins. Sewer laid,
At Hartshead, 187 yards of 12 ins. ,,
100, 9 ins. ,, an’l Sewage Tank,
See text of Report.

Scavenging.

Are the privy middens See., eleansed by samitary staff, by contractors,

or by tenants? By tenaunts,
Frequency ¢ Very irregularly, Anunal Cost ? See text of Report.

[s the present arrangement satisfactory ¢ No.

Bye-LlLaws, Regulations, and Adoptive Acts.
[nfections Disease Notifieation Act, 18597  January, 1800, °
Infectious Disease Prevention Act, 18907 Not adopted,

Publie Health Acts Amendment Aet, 1800, Not adopted.
Reenlations under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Orders ¢ 1801

Building Bye-Laws? None,
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I{.1:_[|1"|1:LLI[_1=|] .|"'-Il|:|.lll|1lh§;'-', _:"ﬁntlulhu-r Gisaetil Coidition: ]nl_‘H:[_i;ri“:—m
rales, &e, im=pusctodl, 3f auy).

Common Lodging-

honses ... i None.
Canal Boats = 11 Pairly satisfactory '"::!'I';:"I':i:'_'::ji;"'“
Slanghterhonses .. I Generally nnsatisfactory
Bakehonses 2 1 waod, 1 nnsuitable
Dairies :
Cowsheds 28 Fairly satisfactory
Milkshops :
Offensive Trades .. I [Tnsatisfactory—altera-

{ Please specily natise, Chrerrien"s =i s Ti”"h.. ;“ h:””l }\'llllf‘..

Schemes before 1. (. B.
.. G. B. Enquiries ... None.
L. (x, 3. Illﬂluil'l'innk 1

Death Returns.
‘) Number of each sex :—DMale, 119 : Female, 62
‘1) Number Megitimate.  No returns obtained,

Deaths.

() Number of each sex :—Male 69 : Female, 535,

Births,
What correction (if any) is made for non-residents dying within the
District #  None necessary.,

Are any Returns obtained of deaths of residents ocenrring in public
mstitntions, {Workhonses, Hospitals, &e.)) outside the Distriet ¢
Yes. No correction necessary,

Hospital for Infectious Diseases.

Number of Beds 7 4% Charges to Patientz 7 Nil,

Construction (Brick, Stone, Wood, Iron, Altered Homse or Cot-
tage, &e., &ec.) ! Corrugated Iron and Waood,

Additions or Alterations during 18947 None.

What Diseases are admitted 7 Small-pox only,

How many different diseases at one time 7 One,

Disinfection.

Apparatus (Steam / ot Air?)  Steam.

Work done in 1594 ¢ Few Beddings disinfected,
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Sanitary - Work.
Total Xumber of Nuisances in hand at close of 1893 ¢ 13,
At close of 18947 37,
Reported during 1594 ¢ 201, Abated during 15947 177,
Total No. of Summonses or other legal proceedings ¢ None.
House Drainage :— Number of Sinks disconnected during 18947 14,

Closets.

Number constructed during 1894 ¢ 14 Privy Middens.

Action taken in regard to the following matters.
Houses unfit for habitation? One reported (remedied, or in conrse of.)
Overerowding 7 Une remedied.

Seizure of Unsound Food ¥ One.  Prosecutions ¢ None.

Samples taken under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act= 7 None.
Prosecutions £ None.

River Pollutiom ?  None.

Smoke Abatement? Obzervations made but no infringement met with.

“anhﬁhu]l.ﬁ’ None,
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CANAL BOATS ACTS.

Copy of Report of Inspector, 1894.

To the Chairman and Members of the Rural Dhistieet
Counetl of the Halifaxe Union.

(FENTLEMEN,

I beg respectfully to submit my Annual Report
of Inspections made by me of Canal Boats passing
through the Distriet of your Authority for the year
ending December 31st, 1894,

I have, with one exception, found the boats in good
condition, elean and well kept.

The sleeping accommodation T have i every case
found satisfactory, and in no ease have I found children
on board.

I beg to add the followirg details of my Inspeetions :

1. The number of hoats ili.‘spu{'tm] 15 11, as {lg;iinﬂt 12
m 1893,

2. Contraventions of the Aet and Regulations were
found to exist on three of them and were as
follows :—

Absence of Certificates ... 2
Absence of Water Vessels : 2
Repairs and Painting required ... 5 |
Not Properly Marked ... ; 1
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3. Notices of Contraventions have been sent to the
l't':-lIIL!:.'ti".'l' owners in two cases and have been
comphied with,  The owner of the third boat
||.'n‘in;_>“ |r|'u|||i=-u'{| to l'f:.—[j.'lint an |1-]mit' his vessel
[ did not forward him a notice,

4. No boats have been detained for cleansing or
disinfection,

E_,:l

There has been no ease of illness of anv 1[1‘*Ht-|‘i|Jtinn
met with,

I may add that the number of hoats inspeeted wonld
have been larger if there was a basin or stopping place
in your district.  On three occasions I have jowrneyed
to North Dean for the purpose of 1I1.-=Inu-ting_1' hoats
passing through the Skircoat portion of yowr distriet
and have been unable to meet with a single hoat,

I have mvarably found the persons in {’hﬂl‘:_:'v of the
respeetive hoats courteous and obliging and ready to
offer every assistance for the proper mspeetion of their
boats,

[ am. Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

ARTHUR ROWE,
Clanal Boat _,r”_-.:imaf.h”._
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