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Hospital Facilities.

Purpose Eﬂ‘ Authority Medical Staff Consultants
Fevers 96 | Halifax 1 Res. Medical | As required
Health Officer
Committee
Tuberculosis | 62 Do 1 Res. Medical | As required
Officer
The Sen. Asst.
M.O.H. and
Tuberculosis
Royal Halifax = General 230 | Voluntary
nfirmary Surgical Committee
Medical and
Maternity
General 405 | Halifax 1 Medical 1 Physician
cal Health Superintendent | 1 Orthopadic
- Medical Committee | (Resident]) Surgeon
Childrenand 3 Asst. Medical | 1 Radiologist
Maternity Officers (Res.) | 1 Bacteriologist
1 Surgeon
Smallpox 26 Do Medical Officer | As reguired
i, of Health or
Ha d Well Asst. M.O.H.
e (Mon Resident) |

General Nursing—Under the Local Government Act, 1929,
the Halifax General Hospital, containing 405 beds was, on
April 1st, 1931, transferred to the lLocal Authority and is
administered by the Health Committee as a General Hospital.

- Mental Deficiency—The Craigie Lea Certified Institution, which
is operated under licence of the Board of Luntral has
accommodation for 28 low grade cases of both sexes
(excluding cot or chair cases’.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

(a) For Infectious Cases—

The Corpnra.tlons Motor Ambulance Service (1 “ Vulcan "
22 HP., 1 “Guy"” 20 H.I’.) worked from the ‘Isolation
: Huspital, Northowram Hall, serves Halifax and the other
~ districts from which cases are admitted to the Hospital.
(b) For non-Infectious and Accident Cases—

- (1) The Corporation's Motor Ambulance Service, worked
: by the Fire Brigade (Tel. 3222). (1 “Ford™” 24 H.T,,

1 “Valcan™ 20 HP, 1 * Austin® 20 H.P.)

(2) The Health Committee’s Ambulance at the Halifax
. General Hospital (Tel. 4259). (* Austin™ 20 H.P)

l (3) The Ambulance Service of the St. Johm Ambulance
| Brigade and British Red Cross Society. (* Austin”

20 HP.).

k ' Commandant—Mr. A. E. Rawbon (Tel. 61197).
I
|

.'\-

¥

§
!
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Transport Officer—Mr. L. Chambers (Tel. 3831).
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For cases of doubtful diagnosis on admission, an isolation
block is provided containing 12 cubicle bedrocoms in line, with
glazed partitions, the whole being under observation from the
centrally placed duty room. FEach patient’s room is entered
separately from a common verandah, is provided with a fixed
lavatory basin, and is separately ventilated.

The discharge block is arranged for patients of both sexes,
having two dormitories of three beds each, with separate
dressing rooms and sanitary conveniences and lockers for the
patient’s own clothing, for donning immediately prior to leaving
the hospital. Though normally the two halves of the building
give intercommunication, when occupied by both sexes, segre-
gation is effected by the locking of one door.

An up-to-date, fully equipped, steam laundry is designed
to deal with laundry work of the hospital at its maximum
accommodation, and the laundry work of the Tuberculosis
Hospital at Shelf. :

. The boiler house and steam disinfector adjoin the laundry
block, the group being conveniently placed on a service road
for fuel supplies, and collection and despatch of laundry work.

The buildings throughout are faced with wallstones, with
ashlar dressings, and roofed with grey Burlington slates,
- They are lighted by electricity, and- liberally furnished with
wall plugs for use with curative appliances. Emergency light-
~ ing from storage batteries is provided in the operating theatre
in case of sudden failure of the Corporation supply. This will
be fully automatic in action. An internal telephone system
connects all units of the hospital.

The heating is arranged on the centralised accelerated low
{_Eessure hot water system served from calorifiers in the boiler
house. Vertical watertube boilers provide steam at 100 ]bs.
pressure for certain components of the laundry, and reduced
pressures for disinfector and hot water services.

- I am indebted to Dr. Eric R. Smith, Resident Medjcal
Officer at the Isolation Hospital, for the following report :—

- The Isolation Hospital supplies, when necessary, the staff
required for the Small-Pox Hospital. The laundry at North-
owram Hall does the laundry work for the Sapatorium and
‘the Small-Pox Hospital.

The Hospital is a recognised Training School for Fever
Nurses in accordance with the regulations lai® down by the
General Nursing Council.
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(8) Contacts are kept under supervision for 21 days.

(9) Medical Officers of Health in other districts are advised
about contacts proceeding thither.

(10) Practitioners informed when new outbreak occurs.

(11) Heads of common lodging-houses, casual wards, work-
houses, infirmaries and hospitals informed when a new
outbreak occurs.

Other measures are dictated by circumstances of the case.

Scarlet Fever.

The number of notifications of this disease received during
the year was 337, and the total number of cases admitted to
Hospital was 286. 272 cases were from within the Bnmug"h,
and 14 from outside the Borough.

The present type of Scarlet Fever is mild and the deathrate
very low. It varies between two and five per cent. The
mortality rate is higher in children between the ages of 1 and
5 years than in those who are attacked earlier or later in life.
The disease is rare among infants, especially when at the
breast. Sccnnd attacks are uncommon but they are met with.
Infection is usually conveyed by nose, ear and mouth dis-
charges. It is r.ltmhkne:l},.F that desquamation is infectious. Scarlet
Fever, like the poor, is always with us, but is liable to great
Seasuna] variations., The autumn and winter are the mu#tu
usual periods for epidemics, especially the autumn.

Two deaths occurred.

Diphtheria.

There were 344 notifications received and 346 cases were
admitted to the Fever Hospital as suffering from anhtherﬂ_-
of which 24 were from outside districts. i

There were 20 deaths from the disease.

Attention is drawn to the need for IMMEDIATE medical
advice in ailments of children, and especially when there
anything wrong with the throat, or when breathing is diffi
Diphtheria is a disease which comes on with very +.III-
symptoms, and the patients are more seriously
they seem to the imexperienced. antitoxin treatmer
Diphtheria, which is of such remarknhle value when af
early, is of little use when several days have been wast
the hope that domestic remedies may cure. Parents sl
keep Diphtheria always in mind and send for the doctor ea
when a child is m‘y



»
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Diphtheria is a serious disease. The progress of a case
of Diphtheria depends very much on how long the disease
has lasted before it is seen by a doctor. It 1s not uncommon
to find that the initial sore throat of Diphtheria is disregarded
by the parents, and it is only when after some days' illness
the child’s condition becomes alarming that a doctor is called
in. It is in this class of case that heart failure, paralytic
manifestations and toxaemia occur. Diphtheria obstructing
the larynx is very dangerous and usually necessitates immediate
operation. Another danger in connection with this type of
Diphtheria is the tendency for Broncho-Pneumonia to occur.
Swabs should be examined in all cases, but where there is a
reasonable probability that the disease is Diphtheria—and the
swab is negative—it is advisable to give anti-toxin.

Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia.

Puerperal Fever—the most potent cause of death in child-
birth—is caused by streptococci, but obstetricians are divided
in their opinion upon the question of the channel of infection
in these cases. Prevention depends primarily on good mid-
wifery practice.

Seven cases of Puerperal Fever were notified during the
year ; there were 4 deaths.

24 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified during the year.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever.

One case of this disease was notified during the vear.

Acute Polioencephalitis.

This is a disease of the central nervous system and is
possibly connected with the stress and strain of modern life.
Fatigue is a causative factor. No case occurred during the
year.

Influenza and Pneumonia.

Halifax was not visited by a severe epidemic during the
year under review. The mortality is mainly from influenzal
pneumonia, but it should not be forgotten that an influenza
epidemic raises the mortality for the time being in sufferers
from Pulmonary Tuberculosis. During an outbreak every
opportunity is taken of impressing upon the public of the
necessity of going to bed at the first signs. This is done
in the interests of the patient and the community.

During the year 77 notifications of Influenzal Pneumonia
and 3 of Primary Pneumonia were received.
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The Halifax General Hospital.

This Institution which was appropriated under the Public
Health Act is administered by the Health Committee. It is_
situate at Salterhebble on a site of 10.305 acres, at an altitude
of 216 feet above sea level, and serves an area originally
bounded by the Halifax Poor Law Union, with a population
of approximately 190,000.

Medical Superintendent.

Mr. James Dawson, F.R.C.5., resigned on 8th August,
1934, and Mr. H. A. Kidd, F.R.C.5. (Ed.), was appointed in
his place, and commenced duty 22nd October, 1934.

I am indebted to Mr. H. A. Kidd, F.R.C.S. (Ed.), Medical
Superintendent, for the following notes :—

Rewiring Electric Lighting System.

The Health Committee voted the sum of £2,500 for this
purpose, to be spread over a period of two years. At present
approximately one quarter of the work has been done. Owing
to the removal of the generator for the electric light there is
at present no stand-by in the case of breakdown.

Nursing Staff.

Owing to lack of sufficient accommodation it has been
impossible to increase the nursing staff to the number requisite
for the efficient running of the Hospital. An attempt was
made to overcome this difficulty by renting for three years
Theophilus Cottage, Huddersheld Road, at a rental of £50.
per year. £70 was expended on extra furnishing. This
arrangement, however, is far from satisfactory and can only
be regarded as a temporary expedient. The need for increased
staff is in part due to the increased work of the Hospital and
in particular to the extended use of side-wards for private
patients. Further accommodation will also be required for
domestic stafi, who are at present sleeping five In a room.
The erection of an additional Nurses’ Home on one of the
available sites for extension would be the most satisfactory
solution of this problem.

Superannuation.

The continued absence of any scheme of superannuation is
‘having a deleterious effect on the work of the Hospital. This
i1s shown by :—
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Health Education & Propaganda.

Health Education is a primary duty of any Public Health Department.

Co-

operation of the citizens is necessary if preventive medicine is to achieve all it

sets out to do.

Propaganda work has continued in Halifax throughout 1934,

and the following Table briefly sets out some of the more important lectures

delivered to the Public.

Date ]
1934

Feb.

Mar.

15|

16

14

T

Young Men's Class, Christ
Church, Pellon

Young Men's Class, Christ
Church, Pellon

Queensbury Industrial
Saociety

Haugh Shaw School

Gen. Council of Hx. and

| Dis. Band of Hope Union

Battinson Road School,
Adult Class

Caddy Field Scheol, Adult
Class

Y.M.C.A.

(zas Association

Rotary

Northgate End Chapel

Men's Class, 5t. Mark's
Sunday School, Siddal

Micklefield Wesley Guild

Cld Men's Parliament,
Belle Vue

St. John's Wesley Guild

Haugh Shaw Senior School,
Parents' Class

Council of Social Welfare

Siddal Parish Church,
Men's Class

MNorthowram Village Guild

The Modern School,
Parents' Class

M. & C.W. Mothers' Meet-
ing, Sowerby Eridge

Adult Class, Northgate End
Chapel

Akroyd Park Men's

1
1
|
1

TITLE BY
Some Public Health Aspects | Mr. Beaumont,
of the Milk Question C.51:
What is Mental Deficiency ? | Dr. Roe
(illustrated)
How Infectious Diseases Dr. Roe
are spread (illustrated)
Health and Strength (with | Dr. Roe

Film)

Public Health Administra-
tion

Health in Childhood and
Adolescence

Random Excursions into
FPublic Health

Intestinal Stasis

Mental Health

Masszes and Men

Tuberculosis (illustrated)

Pul_llic Health Administra-
tion

| Man's Invisible Foes (illus.)

Occupational Mortality
(illustrated)

Man versus Microbe (illus.)

Health in Childheod and
Adolescence

Mental Deficiency (illus.)

| Protection against Infectious

Diseases

| The War Against Infection

(illustrated)
Health in Childhood and
Adolescence
Immunisation against
Diphtheria
Public Health Measures and
their effect upon Individual
and Community Interests
Public Health Measures and

Mr. Beaumont,
c I'S'II'I
Dr. Heynemann

Mr, Eeaumont,
C.5.1.

Sir Arbuthnot
Lane, F.R.C.5.

Dr. Roe

Dr. Koe

Dr. Roe

Insp. Walshaw

Dr. Roe
Dr. Roe

Dr. Roe
Dr. Heynemann

Dr. Roe
Dr. Liddle

Dr. Roe
Dir. Heynemann
Dr, Liddle

Mr. Beaumont,
C.5.1.

Mr. Beaumont,

Parliament their effect upon Individual €51,
and Community Interests

GeseraLl NoTE.~M.0 H. possesses a lantern and cinema which he uses in connection with

thiz work, A large number of health leaflets, brochures, posters and pictures are used. 1,000

copies of Better Health are issned monthly.

‘There are two Wayside

one in George Square and one in Northgate.

ealth Pulpits in the town ;
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Meat Inspection.

The following Table shows the number of visits paid to
the slaughterhouses, butchers’' shops, markets, etc. :—

Dieseription of Fremises ‘ Number of Visits

Public Slaughterhc-use 796
Private Slaughterhouses 171
Borough Market 520
Wholesale Market 300
Lairages 170
Potted Meat Hnuses 309
Tripe Boiling Houses ... 127
Butchers' Shops 1920
Auction Mart ... 44
Other Visits S| 261

Fotal - ... 4,618

The following Table shows the number of animals slaughtered
during the year and the number condemned :—

| Sheep and

Cattle. | Calves. Y ake Pigs. | Total.

Number of Animals ‘

e iaushter [| 8143 | 2013 25049 | 6306 | 42411

I
house AR !
Do. caudemned... 83 4 : 9 54 | 150

The following Table shows the total Approximate weight

of meat and offals destroyed on account of tuberculosis, and
from other causes :—

Ibs.
Total Amount of Meat Destroyed ... 63165

Total Amount of Offals Destroyed ... 14405

Total Amount of Meat Deatm_ved on account of

Tuberculosis ... i i 36309
Total Amount of Offals Desimyed on account ::rf

Tuberculosis ... i 11092
Total Amount of Meat Destroyed frum uther causes 6856

Total Amount of Offals Destroyed from other causes 3313

Total Meat and Offals Destroyed .| 77570
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Halifax (Waterhouse Arms Yard) Clearance Area.

This area was also represented in May, 1934, and comprises
0.283 acres, containing 21 buildings, 19 of which are dwelling-
houses, with a population of 90 persons.

A Compulsory Purchase Order was made and the Public
Inquiry ordered by the Minister of Health held in October, 1934.

This Order was also confirmed with modifications in

February, 1935.

Halifax (St. John'’s Street) Clearance Area.

This area was represented in July, 1934, and comprises
0.847 acres, containing 75 buildings of which 69 are dwelling-
houses, with a population of 192 persons.

A Compulsory Purchase Order was made and the Public
Inquiry ordered by the Minister of Health held in November,
1934.

This Order was confirmed with modifications in April, 1935.

Individual Houses.

Under Section 19 of the Housing Act, 1930, 38 houses
were represented during the year as being unfit for human
habitation, and not capable at a reasonable expense of being
rendered so fit.

In the case of 18 houses, owners presented written under-
takings accompanied by a specification of works to'be carried
out to make the houses fitl, or use them for some other
purpose. 'Two undertakings concerning two houses were
accepted by the Health Committee, but one undertaking
respecting 16 houses was rejected.

Demolition Orders were made in respect of 49 houses, and
9 houses were demolished during the year.

In the case of the 16 houses referred to, the owner appealed
against the Demolition Orders to the Cuunty Court. The case
was heard on the 8th February, 1935, and the appeal was
allowed with costs against the Corporation.

Common Lodging Houses.

There are stil 8 Common Lodging Houses within the
Borough, registered to accommodate 488 lodgers. Two of
these are situate in Clearance Areas already confirmed by the
Minister of Health and others will be included in Clearance
Areas yet to be dealt with. The accommodation which uill
be left, however, will be ample to supply all requirements in
this direction. During the vyear 31 inspections have been
made by the District Sanitary Inspectors.
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TABLE 2.

Administrative Action taken in respect of Samples reported
by the Public Analyst to be not genuine, or otherwise irregular.

No.of | Nature of Sample and |
Sample Result of Analysis, etc. |

Administrative Action Taken

130 Milk— 8% added water | Sample from retailer {ollowed three days
later by sample taken from alleged pro-
ducer in course of delivery to retailer.
This sample (132} contained 9°14% of
Non-Fatty Selids and was genuine milk.
Two days later we were informed that

| milk in question had been produced by
ancther producer ou:side the Borough,
and a further "in course of delivery'

| sample (135) was obtained on our behalf
by the West Riding County Council.

| This sample was stated to contain 8929,

Non-Fatty Solids and to be genuine milk.

Retailer was prosecuted in the Halifax

Borough Police Court on 19th June,

1934, and fined f5.

195 | Milk—8%, deficient in Sample from producer-retailer followed
Fat two days later by "‘appeal to cow"
sample found to contain 3'3% of milk fat.
Vendor was prosecuted in the Halifax
Borough Police Court on 11th Septem-
ber, 1934, when case was dismissed, the
Bench being impressed by an allegation
that samples had been mixed.

214 Milk—29% deficient in An informal sample from a producer-
Fat retailer. A formal sample taken later
was found to be genuine milk.

227 Milk—12%, deficient in An informal sample from a producer-
Fat retailer, Formal samples obtained later
showed the milk to be penuine though of
low fat content.

Some Jersey cattle were added to herd
to improve fat content of milk.

350 Strawberry Jam— This was an informal sample reported by
Deficient in Fruit the Public Analyst as not complying with

{ ! the standard laid down by the Food Man-

357 ufacturers’ Federation. Two days later

a formal sample was obtained and found

to contain only 30% of strawberry fruit.

Reported to Health Committee and
| warning letter sent by Town Clerk.

Gin—2'3% added water | This was an informal sample followed
} the same day by a formal sample.
Gin—1°5% added water | Maiter was reported to the Health Com-
| mittee and the Town Clerk instructed to
send a warning letter to the vendor.

g 8
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BOROUGH ANALYST'S COMMENTARY.

I am indebted to Mr. H. T. Lea, M.Sc, F.I.C, the
Borough Analyst, for the particulars given under this heading :

The year under review has been remarkably free from
detected adulteration. Three hundred and ninety three samples
of thirty varieties of Food and Drugs have been examined, and
only four samples of Milk, two of Jam and two of Gin have
failed to reach the normal standards of quality expected in
those articles.

The four samples of Milk did not reach the standard laid
down by the Board, now Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,
in their Sale of Milk Regulations 1901. The standard legalised
by these Regulations is a very low one, namely 3.0 per cent.

of Fat and 8.5 per cent. of Solids not Fat. Just how low this |

standard is, can be demonstrated by quoting the averages of
221 samples analysed under the Act in Halifax during the year.
Average Fat content 3.74%, average Solids not Fat content
9.070%0.

I act as Public Analyst for three other Boroughs and find
that the quality of milk in Halifax, as judged by the amount
of cream and total solids, is far higher than that of the other
authorities. The purity of the milk in Halifax also reaches
a very high standard, and clearly demonstrates the care in
production and distribution exercised by the producers and

retailers. The milk industr;.r as a whole, and more particu]arl}r '

that of the West Riding, is passing thmugh difficult times :
it is greatly to the credit of producers that such care is main-
tained. Let us hope that in the near future those concerned
in the West Riding Milk Industry will receive the help and
encouragement they so sorely need.

A few years ago a Joint Committee of the Jam Manufac-
turers’ Association and the Society of Public Analysts arranged

that members of the Association should recognise two gualities

of Jam—the Full Fruit Quality and the Lower Fruit Quality
—the two qualities being gauged by the weight of fruit per
hundred pounds of Jam. Two of the ten samples examined,
though marked * Full Fruit Standard ' did not contain sufficient
fruit, and were reported against.

Section 2 of The Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act 1928,
states that it is an offence to adulterate Whiskey, Brandy,
Gin, or Rum with water to such an extent as to reduce the
spirit to more than 35 degrees U.P. In the fourteen samples
of spirits examined two, both Gin, had been admixed with

so much water that their strength had been reduced to more
than 35 degrees U.P.,, and the samples were accordingly
reported as unsatisfactory.
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