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COUNTY BOROUGH OF HALIFAX

HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

ANNUAL REPORT

ON THE HEALTH

OF THE BOROUGH
For the Year 1926.

CYRIL BANKS,

M.B., B.S. (Lond.), D.P.H. (Sheff.),
Medical Officer of Health.
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General Provision of Health
Services.

{Arranged as required by the Ministry,)

Hospitals provided or subsidised by the Corporation :—

Tuberculosis—The Sanatorium at Shelf provides accommo-
dation: for 25 early and 25 other cases. It is provided
by the Halifax Corporation and receives cases from
other districts, including Lancashire County and West
Riding County.

The Health Committee has a call on 10 beds at the
Bermerside Residential School, and they are filled by
children in the pre-tubercular stage, or by children
suffering from tuberculosis of a non-infectious char-
acter.

Maternity Hospital—The Maternity Homes in connection
with St. Luke's Hospital and the Royal Halifax
Infirmary appear amply to meet the needs of the town,
but the arrangements by which the Corporation assisted
persons to enter these Institutions were not greatly
used, and for the present no arrangement is in force.

Hospital for Children—The Education Committee has an
arrangement with the Royal Halifax Infirmary with
reference to operations on tonsils and adenoids, and
the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee an arrange-
ment with the same Institution for the treatment of
Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

Fever Hospital—The Corporation provides the Stoney Royd
Fever IHospital which admits cases of Scarlet Fever,
Diphtheria, Enteric and other fevers from Halifax, and
from the areas of neighbouring Local Authorities.
Accommodation for 52 cases.

Small Pox—The Halifax Corporation maintains the Small
Pox Hospital at Belle Vue, Mount Tabor, which has
accommodation for 36 patients. This hospital is sub-
sidised by the Brighouse Joint Hospital Board and the
Urban District Councils of Luddenden Foot, Midgley
and Sowerby.

Venerea! Diseases.—The Corporation has an arrangement
with the Royal Halifax Infirmary for both out-patient
and in-patient treatment. See page 53.
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MIiDWIVES—See Maternity and Child Welfare Section, page
54.

CHEMICAI. WORK—AIl chemical analyses are performed by
Mr. H. T. Lea, M.Sc., the Borough Analyst. This
work includes not only the analysis of samples taken
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts (page 371, bu
also the examination of water from wells and other
sources, which from time to time occupy the attention
of the officers of the Health Department.

Legislation in Force.

List of Adoptive Acts, etc., Relating to Public Health in
force in the District.

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 18go.

Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890,

A Local Act, 4 Geo. IV, cap XC.

Halifax Improvement Act, 1853.

Halifax Water and Gas Extension Act, 1876.

Halifax Corporation Acts, 1882, 1900, 1902, 1905, IQII,

1924, 1926.
Provisional Orders—Halifax Orders, 1851, 1881 and 1924.

Sanitary Circumstances

AND

Sanitary Inspection of the Area.
(including the Report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector).

Water.

In the last Annual Report extensions of the public
water-mains into suburban areas were foreshadowed, and
the preliminary work in connection therewith took place
during the year. During 1927 extensions at Exley, Lud-
denden. Northowram and Bradshaw will probably be
completed.

The Health Department, apart from pressing for these
extensions, is of course mot concerned with the matter,
but is closely concerned with the adequacy and purity of
domestic supplies. °

Arising out of complaints by medical men or occupiers
or through inspections under the Housing Act 1925, fifteen
samples of domestic water supplies have been submitted
for chemical analysis and seven for bacteriological exam-
ination.
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Building development in the outer districts renders
necessary, from time to time, extensions of the sewerage
system. The conversion scheme will, likewise, call for
minor extensions, and probably some replacement of old
and worn sewers. IExtensions have been laid during the
gear at Highroad Well (Lower Pond), High Grove Lane,

iddal Lane and Pinnar Lane.

The first section of the extension of the main sewerage
of Bradshaw was laid during the year from School Lane
to Scawsby Lane, and it lis hopeld that the entire length to
Bradshaw Lane will be carried out by 31st March, 1927.
It has beer. laid primarily to effect the satisfactory drain-
age of existing properties en route, but has been the means

o of accelerating the conversion of goux closets in
the area.

A portion of the Ovenden main sewer, between Dean
Clough and Lee Bridge (suspended during the War), is
being re-laid in cast iron pipes in the Hebble Brook.

The Sewage Disposal Works will, it is anticipated, be
able to cope with the whole of the effluent of the Borough
for some time to come. Slight modifications in method
of treatment may, from time to time, be advisable.

Drainage.

Considerable alterations to existing drainage are being
necessitated by the Conversions Scheme ; in many cases
drains which have carried sink and surface water for many
years give trouble when water closets are connected.

Cement jointing was not in vogue in Halifax until about
twenty years ago, and drains are often found to have lost
alignment, with the result that sharp lips are formed
internally. Another fault has been the use of pipes of
too large diameter, and it is still difficult to convince
Eigmbers and contractors that a 4-in. pipe will carry the

inage of ten or more small houses and will, even at a
slight fall, clean itself, whereas the 9-in. pipe of former
years allows the deposit of solids and consequent choking
through lack ofi flushing power.

Intercepting traps are also a frequent cause of block-
age and should not be used except in cases where there is
a connection to the idrain actually inside the house, which
15 only used at long intervals and the trap of which may
become evaporated and unsealed, such as, for instance,
drains in cellar floors. This remark does not apply to
inside W.C.'s, which are used frequently and are provided
with' a ventilated soil pipe. That the use of the intercepting
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A total of 52 privy middens were dealt with during
the year, 37 being converted to pail closets and 15 to
water closets.

Public Conveniences.

One new urinal has been erected and efforts have been
made to improve the cleanliness of all the public conven-
iences in the town.

Sanitary Defects.

The following Tables give details of the various sanitary
defects remedied as a result of informal action, matters
which were reported to the Health Committee for Statutory
Action, and the various prosecutions necessary to enforce
compliance with the Law.

{’L total of 1,046 visits were made to investigate com-
plaints made to the Health Department, and appropriate
action was taken in every case.

~ 8anitary Defects.

Details of sanitary defects remedied by owners or
occupiers during the year, as a result of action by the
Sanitary Inspectors :—

Choked yard drains cleared . LA gl
% gullles cleared \ A

N interceptors cleared . sy Y

5 sewers cleared Fite 0 1 o]

»  sink waste pipes cleared .. e 24

i W.C. drains cleared Sl

»»  sink drains cleared . G

» street gullies clf:ared SRR 1]

v area drains cleared . 3
fallpipe drains cleared 2

* Defective W.C. cisterns repaired ... S 1
5 drainage relaid ... oy 28

e fallpipe drains repaired .. T

= sink drains repaired MG

A W.C. drains repaired SN 2T

5 cellar drains repaired 8

\; yard drains repaired 20

o sink traps re Ifac:ed R,

. soilpipes rﬂpalred L T

o gully drains re_palreﬂ . 3
connection of drain to sewer replaced 5

Sinks fitted with proper waste pipes.. it S0
Houses redrained ... i Ef s i
Insanitary W.C.’s repla.ced i ST

Doors of closets repaired ... a2l
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Limewashing overdue (not carried out within

the Statutory 6 months ... i Al
Dirty closet S
Defecrive ceiling S |

Sanitary Condition of Places of Public Amusement and
Refreshment.

Ministry of Health Circular 120 of 1920.

All the Theatres Cinema Theatres, Cafes, Dance [alls,

Etc were inspected during the r, and except for three

insufficient or unsuitable sanitary accommodation

whlch were under action at the year end, they were found
to be generally satisfactory.

The following Table shows the number of visits made
to such premises :—

Theatres et
Cinema Theatres g 22
Dance Halls = R
Cafes e * g
Markets R )

Total ... SN

Local Authorities need direct powers to deal with the
sanitary conditions of offices, and any buildings used for
meetings or as places of public amusement.

8moke Prevention.
Mr. Clinch reports :—
Boiler Smoke.

A total of 94 observations of thirty minutes duration
have been taken of the various chimneys in connection
with steam boilers, and the average emission of black
smoke was .739 minutes in thirty. Seven observations
showed smoke to be emitted in excess of the limit
allowed, but five of these were in respect of one
chimney.

This case was reported to the Committee and a
Statutory Notice was served.

Formal observations were discontinued a few weeks
after the commencement of the coal dispute, as no
good purpose could have been served by harassing
manufacturers who were trying to keep the wheels of
trade turning by the use of so-called coal, more fitted
in many cases for road making than for steam pro-
duction.
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An essential part of my campaign during previous
years has been the use of low grade fuels and the
methods then taught were found of great value during
the stoppage by engineers and stokers.

Early in the year the Committee accepted my sug-
gestion that any emission of black "smio%e exceedin
an aggregate of I} minutes in thirty minutes, tim

to bursts of niot less than thirty seconds, be held to
constitute an offence under the Public Health Act, 1875.

115 visits have been 'made to factories re smoke,
and engineers have been given all the assistance possible
during a difficult period. Formal observations had
not been resumed at the year end.

I have delivered various lectures during the year both
of a technical nature and otherwise, and the local public
are now quite convinced as to the advantages of life
under a clean sky, but they are not, as a whole, pre-
pared to sacrifice the joys of the blazing cob of coal
which can be poked, persuaded or kicked as desired.

Domestic Smoke. /

It is certain that very ‘many more gas fired and
electrically operated domestic cooking and heating
appliances have been fitted during the year 1926 than
ever before, and the sale of broken and graded coke
from the Corporation’s Gas Wirks has been phenom-
enal, but the need of the moment is a fuel which has
the virtues of coal, and can be treated like coal, but
which will not smoke.

My offer to advise on smokeless methods of heatin
and cooking is being taken increased advantage of,
andi | have again to report an enfire absence of hostile
criticism.

West Riding Regional Smoke Abatement Committee.

I have attended every meeting of the Executive of
the above Committee as the representative of the
Halifax Corporation. | am of opinion that the Com-
mittee will be able to perform an exceedingly useful
work.

Shop Inspection, etc. ;

The Inspector under the Shops Acts 1912 to 1921,
also under the Children’s Byelaws, the Fabrics (Misdescrip-
tion) Act, and the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act 1919,
has carried out the following work :—
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Half-holiday Closing Visits 775
Assistants’ Half-holiday Visits 578
Children's Bye-Law " 747
Registration & Administrative Visits ... 573
Special T . 269
Fabrics (Misdescription) Act P 300
Shops Early Closing 527
Rats and Mice (Destruction) ﬂr:t \- 151t5 493
Shops without Assistants Half-holiday Notice {Se:c 1] 50
Do. Young Persons’ s (Sec. 2) 29
Do. Mixed Business s (Sec. 10) 269
Do. Half-holiday Closing Notice (Sec. 4) a0
Do. Seats for Female Assistants (Sec. 3) 1
Contravention of Mealtimes (Sec. 1, Sub. 5) 11
Do. Assistants Half-holiday (Sec. 1, Sub. 1) 29
Do. Half-holiday Closing (Sec. 4) 252
Do. Early Closing Act or Orders  (Sec. 5) 211
(1920 21 Act)
Do. Young Persons' Hours (Sec. 2) 1
Do. Children's B}re Laws 4
Warning Notices sent .. 20
Prosecutions.

- At the Borough Court on Tuesday, 2nd February, 1926,
- three stallholders at a local Exhibition were prosecuted
for keeping their stalls open for retail sales after 8 p.m.
- It was pointed out that these cases were taken as a warning,
‘and a dismissal on payment of costs was asked for. To
- this the Court assented, by dismissing each case on pay-
ment of costs, 5s.

A local hairdresser was before the Court on Tuesday,
27th April, 1926, on two charges—
(1) For not dis I[‘irla.j.rmg his Mixed Business Notices (4R.)
_ either in his shop or in his window, and
(2) For dressing ladies’ hair at 8-35 p.m. on Thursday,
the 18th February, 1926, ' his Weekly Half-holiday."
The Magistrates inflicted a fine of £1 in each case.

=

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919.

National Rat Week, 1st November, 1926.
Number of premises that are or have been rat-mfested

during the year 106
Premises temporarily clear after Rat Week e S 21
Premises where numbers were reduced o 49
Premises at present rat-infested ... e e

Visits paid to rat-infested premises... ... 660
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Common Lodging Houses.

There are still 10 Common Lodging Houses registered
in the town and these are supervised by the Police. 359
vlslts have been made to them by the sanitary inspectors
in connectmn with the efforts of the Department to guard
against the dangers of unnotified cases of smallpox.

Tents, Van-Dweliings, etc.

A total of 169 visits have been made to moveable
dwellings, and in four cases insanitary cnndltmns were
discovered and dealt with. These were as follows :

Lack of water supply i P |
Lack of sanitary accommodation I
Overcrowding o el L
Absence of ventilation I

All these cases concerned wvans on which had been
mounted improvised dwellings ; the van dwellings visitin
the town in connection with the seasonal fairs maintaine
their excellent record.

Inspection and Supewision'
of Food.

(Compiled from reports of the Veterinary Inspector and
the Chief Sanitary Inspector).

~ Milk Supply.
Action taken as fto Tuberculons Milk and Tuberculous
Cattle.

Mr. Pollard, the Veterinary Inspector, reports as follows :

20 samples of milk were submiited for examination for
the presence of tubercle bacilli ; 19 of these were mixed
samples of milk, and one taken direct from a suspected cow
was reported as containing tubercle bacilli.

Under the Tuberculosis Order 18 cases were reported
or found during the course of examination of the dairy
cows within the Borough, of these 4 were not confirmed.
212 cattle were examined under the Order, and of these
3 were suffering from tuberculosis of the udder.
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24 5.500 1. c.c.

25 476.000 1/100 c.c.
26 26.433 absent from 1/100 c.c.
27 23.800 1/100 c.c.
28 280.000 | P

29 295.000 1/100 c.c.
30 110.800 1/100 c.c.

Az the first glance, some of the worst results would lead
one to be pessimistic about the local milk supply, but these
investigations have been helpful in bringing about an
improvement ; for example, numbers 3 and 25 are from
the same producer, the earlier result having led to successiul
action. umber t? was from a source outside the Borough,
and the retailer discontinued purchasing from this supply.
Samples 16 and 17 were from outside sources ; in case
14 5‘)& retailer who ‘took the supply ceased purchasing,
with the result that the producer sold his cows. Number
21 1s an excellent example of what can be accomplished
as the report on this producer’s milk 18 months ago was
decidedly unfavourable. Number 24 was taken from a
large churn in the street, and is excellent.

Clean Milk Propaganda.

In the County Clean Milk Competition, one [ialifax
competitor was successful in winning the Gold Challenge
Cup and Gold Medal in his Class.

I have to record that the Local Association made
arrangements with the Leeds University and the Yorkshire
Council of Agricultural Education, and he'd a clean milk
deu];:ns_tration at the farm of Mr. C. Wilkinson, in Nov-
ember.

A well attended meeting of dairy farmers and dairymen
was held to discuss the new milk legislation, the meeting
heing addressed by the Medical Officer of Health. followed
by the Veterinary Inspector, who continued the eftforts of
previous years by having a friendly talk on essentials in the
production of clean milk, particularly on the importance
of the cleansing of utensils by steam sterilisation. ! rogress
will undoubtedly continue, but at present is slow.

Milk and Dairies Order 1926.

Cowkeepers and Cowkeeper Dairymen. These are super-
vised by the Veterinary Inspector. An endeavour has been
made to work to the Order. Lack of uniformity of admin-
istration in different sanitary areas is responsible for a
feeling held by producers within the Borough, that they
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Public Health (Meat) Regulations 1924.

Slaughtering . —Owners or occupiers of private slaugh'er-
houses have become accustomed to the provision of this
Article, viz. :—Giving prescribed notice, although a prose-
cution was taken for failure to mnotify, which was not the
first omission. Meat traders feel aggrieved at the way
owners of pigs evade this Article.

Certain provisions of these Regulations particularly
relating to the handling and carrying of (stiff) meat have
not been carried out generally in any better spirit during
the year. A tightening up was made towards the end of
the year, although no prosecution was taken during 19260
for contravention.

Proceedings were instituted under these Regulations
during the year as follows :—
Failure to give notice of slaughter. Penalty £3.
Failure to notify diseased condition. Penalty £1.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 1875 to 1907.

The Sale of Milk Regulations 1901 and 1912,
The Public Health (Regulations as to Food) Act 1907.

The Public Health (Milk and Cream) Regulations 1912
and 1917.

T'he Public Health (Condensed Milk) Regulations 1923.
The Public Health (Dried Milk) Regulations 1923.
Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act 1906.

Rag Flock Actf 1911,

The 144 milk samples taken during the year from 1o4
retailers, have contained, on an average, 3.59 per cent. of
fat and 8.95 per cent. of solids other than fat, the minimum
for each being 3 per cent. and 8.5 per cent. respectively.
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Adulterated Samples.
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Attention is drawn to the need for IMMEDIATE medical advice in
ailments of children, and especially when there is anything wrong
with the throat, or when breathing is difficult. Diphtheria is a
disease which comes on with very slight symptoms, and the patients
are always more seriously ill than they seem to the inexperienced.
The antitoxin treatment of Diphtheria, which is of such remarkable
value when applied early, is of little use when several days have
been wasted in the hope that domestic remedies may cure. Parents
should keep diphtheria always in mind and send for the doctor early
when a child is poorly.

Puerperal Fever.

Four cases of puerperal fever were notified, with one
death. Three were treated at the Royal Halifax Infirmary
and one at home.

Puerperal Pyrexia.

On October 1st, 1926, a new Regulation came into
force under which the notification of septic conditions
associated with childbirth became more comprehensive by
the inclusion of certain cases which, though not within the
classification of puerperal fever as originally defined, came
within a new definition of Puerperal Pyrexia. It is possible
that this may lead to a greater knowledge of the nature
and extent of the conditions referred to. During the last
quarter of the year three such cases were notified, but it
1S too soon to express any opinion as to the working of
this new Regulation.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
The following Table classifies the notified cases :—

Cases, |
Vision Vision Tatal
Notified ek Unimphired | [mpaired | Biindness Death
H::ne | In Hospital
| |
|
8 7 | 1 8 L e il

| Encephalitis Lethargica.

"Five cases of this disease (known popularly as sleepy
sickness) were notified, with three deaths. The accurate
. dia%msls of this disease (which has only become known

to the Fres.en’t generation during the last ten years though
traceable in past history) presents difficult problems.
Probably some certified cases have really been suffering
from something else ; on the other hand, on account of
the difficulty of diagnosis, other cases are missed in the
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In the meantime every effort is being made by the
Matron (Miss Wilson) to make up in service what the
Hospital lacks in convenience, and there is no reason to
be:he::rle that the patients are anything but happy and con-
tente

The following Table shows the number and classification
of cases admitted, including those received from adjacent
areas at the cost of the respective Local Authorities :—

| o B bree|
| il o |
: B {lageth onned
' ok didg s 2 5
Dizeasze | 'E - ; I':l = !
| |
= |9 | 8| B |15 8|8
Ml |&|B (& & &
Enteric Fever el 2 | | — | —  — 2
Scarlet Fever ) il 31 O 20 17793
Diphtheria w70 == |=|=|—=]70
Encephalitis Letharglca iE=———— | — 3
Other Diseases (including ' |
observation cases) R = — | 5
Totals ... 22|16 1 : 4 2 2 2 1 |172

Smallpox Hospital, Mount Tabor.

In the last Annual Report an account was given of the
ing of the Smallpox Hospital to receive cases from

the area of the Brighouse Joint Hespital Board in October,
1925. The Hospital was demobilised at the end of January,
1926, and was not required during the remainder of the

year.

Disinfection.

The steam disinfector is situated at the Borough Fever
Hospital, Stoney Royd, and 7,513 articles of bedding,
cluthmg, etc., were disinfected during the year. Also 138
library and other books were disinfected in a special appar-
atus which is provided for that purpose. 337 rooms in
private houses were disinfected.

Cleansing Station.

This i1s at the Stoney Royd Hospital. 14 children were
treated during the year, these being sent by the Education
Committee, suffering from scabies and other conditions,
and 6 other verminous persons treated.
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Issue of Sera and Yaccines.
Diphtheriz Antitoxin:

As the Health Department is usually prepared to re-
move diphtheria cases to hospital on the shortest notice,
the issue of diphtheria antitoxin for use in the town should
~ be rarely required ; a supply is kept at the Health Depart-
ment for issue In certain circumstances.

- Bofulism Antitoxin :
The Ministry of Health has placed botulism antitoxin at
_certain centres about the country. The nearest to Halifax

‘are Manchester and Leeds. The Medical Officers of Health
‘of these places are in charge of the supplies.

i ———
= ——

Venereal Diseases.

~ In conjunction with the County Authority, a joint clinic
for the treatment of venereal diseases is held at the Royal
- The clinic is open for women and children every
‘Tuesday afternoon from 3-30 to 5-30, and from 6 to 8.
For men, every Thursday between 6 and § p.m. Also an
‘auxiliary treatment centre for men is open daily from 10
a.m. to 12 noon, and 6 to 8 p.m., and on Sundays from
i.m. to 12 noon. It appears that these arrangements
sufficient and adequate for the neceds of the Borough.
se times are likely to be altered early in the current
with a Slight reduction in the expenditure on the

cer in charge of this clinic.
~ The following figures refer to local patients attending
Treatment Centre :— i

iber of persons dealt with for the first

: hﬁe during the year, and found to be
s‘r

ering from :— gl L

g %’rfm Ty =
N oft Chancre ... =3 ==
- Gonorrhoea ... S e o8 I
4 Conditions other than Venereal... 11 =

5 —_— =

1 Total Sl T ]

- |
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Notification by midwives of intention to resort to arti-
ficial feeding, 11.

Notification by midwives of liability to be a source
of infection, 3.

Midwifery Services Subsidised by the Corporation.

The Midwifery Service carried on by the Halifax District
Nursing Association in the Bradshaw area is subsidised by
the Corporation. The total number of cases attended by
the Association's midwives, including those in Bradshaw,
was 411 (a doctor being engaged in 81 of these cases).

The midwives attended 13 cases in Northowram, in
one of which a Doctor also attended. The Bradshaw mid-
wife had 55 cases, and in 12 of these a Doctor also
attended.

The Luddenden Nursing Association also receives a
small subsidy from the Corporation in respect of midwifery
work within the Borough. During 1926 the Luddenden
nurse. conducted in the Borough. one confinement and
acted as maternity nurse in 8 cases.

Inspection of Midwives.

Dr. Latchmore supplies the following notes :—

Visits of inspection have been paid periodically, and
the standard of work on the whole appears very satis-
factory. It is %:;a.ti'f}ring to record that no case has occurred
of damage to the eye of a newly born child from inflamma-
tion. This fact alone indicates that great care has been

taken by the midwives.

Much anxiety has been caused during the year by the

‘occurrence of the disease known as pemphigus neonatorum.

Three deaths were notified from this cause. Many cases
of a mild character recovered. Strict enquiry was made
concerning these cases, and renewed precautions against

‘umbilical sepsis were insisted upon. The course of the

favourable cases suggested a localised and governable in-
fection, whereas the fatal cases appeared to resemble a
genera! septicaemia.

The decreased number of cases attended by the Halifax
Nursing Association midwives appears to be due to the

increased use which has been made of the Royal Halifax

Infirmary Maternity Ward. 303 births were notified from
the Royal Halifax Infirmary in 1926 comFared with 144
in 1925. There were 193 births notified from St. Luke’s
(Maternity Home and Hospital) in 1926.
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Number of notified births attended by Doctors

with and without Midwives ... 410
Number of notified births attended hy M:dwwes

only 546
Number of nntlﬁed births nttanded in St Luke s

Maternity Home and Hospital .. 193
Number of notified births attended in Rnyal

Halifax Infirmary £ 303

Health Visiting Summary :--

Primary Visits .. 1,289
Visits, 1-5 years vai OB
Repeat visits under 1 ye.a.r sdmt B33 LT
Ante-natal visits Wi s o

The Health Visitors also s nl:l some part of their time
in visiting cases of tuberculosis and mental deficiency.
The total number of visits was sma.]ler than in 1925 owing
to a vacancy on the staff for six months.

Infant Welfare Centres.

Wade Street— Number of sessions, 53 (closed in May).
New cases, 170.
Re-visits, 1,561.
Average attendance per session, 32.6.

Queen s Road—Number of sessions, g1I.
Tuesday ; Morning and Afternoon sessions.
New cases, 246.
Re-visits, 3,491I.
Average attendance per session, 41I.

Ra.ng-t. Bank— Number of sessions, 18 (closed in May).
New cases, 51I.
Re-visits, 378.
Average attendance per session, 23.8.

| Northgate—  Opened in May.

Number of sessions, 109.

New cases, 396.

Re-visits, 4,621.

Average attendance per session, 46.

Total new cases, 8§63.*
Increase on previous year, 102.

*Excluding births transferable to other districts, it will be seen that consider-
ably more than half the infants residing in Halifax Borough bave been brought
to the Municipal Clinics. The increase in the numbers attending made it
appear advisable to open two additional sessions at Northgate, This decision
was made by the Health Committee towards the end of 1926, to take effect in
January, 1927.
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Your Medical Officer of Health has recently (in ** Public
Health,”” No. 5, vol. XI;‘{ expressed his views on recent
t-endencies in Public Health propa work ; one of
these views is to the effect that the great advocates of
Health Weeks, Health Exhibitions and mass meetings
robably exaggerate the value of such things as educational
orces. The greatest health educational work is done in
our infant welfare centres, in the ante-natal clinics ; and
indeed every branch of a public health depmtmmt ify
properly conducted, is educational in the highest sense.

The organisation of special * Health Weeks " or Exhib-
itions takes the staff off their routine work from which they
cannot well be spared, and in any case the results are
probably not worth the time and money expended. It
1s pointed out in the article referred to that the qualities ]
which make a good showman, useful as they may be in their
proper sphere, are not desirable in a Medical Officer of
Health, whose best service to the community can be rendered
by attending to the routine work of his department
ensuring that it is working at the highest possible efficiency.

&
— '

Mental Deficiency Act, 1913.

The work of the Halifax Committee for the Care of
the Mentally Defective has proceeded along its usual lines.
The greatest difficulty the Committee has to contend
is in finding accommodation in institutions for fenml.k
persons. Most of the institutions are full, and very '
expenditure will have to occur in the country as a wh
in order to provide sufficient accommodation for m X
who urgently require it.

Halifax cases are at present in the following Institutions :
Mid-Yorkshire Institution, Whixley, near York. :
Gibbet Street Institution, Halifax.

Pontville R.C. Special School, Ormskirk, Lancs.
Stoke Park Colony, near Bristol.
Royal Albert Institution, Lancaster.

. 5t. Francis R.C. Special School, Buntingford, Herts.
Girls’ Training Homes, Clapton. '
Wordsley Institution.

Tenterden Union, Tenterden, Kent.

The following Table shows the position on Decemh-&t
jist, 1926 :—
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A. Number of Cases “ Subject to be dealt with.” —

1. Under * Order” M.
(a% In Institutions . 24
(b) Under Guardlanshlp

In “ places of safety’ ... —

3. Under Statutory Supervision 29

Numbers of foregoing :—

&7 Attending Occupation Centres =
Awaiting removal to an In-

stitution = 4

4. " Subject to be dealt with,”" but
action not yet taken :—

(a) Notified by Local Education
Authority, Sec. 2 (1), (b) (v) —

(b) Otherwise ‘‘ ascertained "' ... —

F. Total

13 37
28 57
2 6

B. Number of Cases who may become ‘‘ Subject to be

dealt with" —

1. In Institutions or under Guardian-
ship dealt with under Sec. 3—
(a) in regard to whom the Local
Authority contributes under its
permissive powers —

(b) Maintained wholly by pamnts
relatives or others e I

2. Reported to Local Authority from any
reliable source but as to whom it
had not been decided whether
they are ‘' subject to be dealt
with " or not :— —

3. Under Voluntary Supervision —

Numbers of foregoing artendmg
Occupation Centres ... —

Cases Notlfied by Local Education Authorities

under Sec. 2 (1), (b), (v).
M.

Sent to Institutions (by Order)
Placed under Gua:dlanshlp (by Drc[er}
Placed under Statutory Supervision ...
Placed in *' Places of Safety”
Died or removed from area
Actior. not yet taken

Lol B 1

Total

rr
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