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COUNTY BOROUGH OF HALIFAX,

REPORT

OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

FOR THE YEAR 1925.

INTRODUCTION.

‘To the Chairman and Members of the Health
Committee.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the 53rd Annual Report
on the Health of the Borough. This not only refers to
the year 1925, but, on the instructions of the Minister of
Health, it takes the form of a survey of the sanitary cir-
cumstances of the town, with especial reference to progress
made during the last five years. The items included, and
the order in which they appear, are as prescribed by the
Minister of Health in Circular 648.

* * & %

It has been possible during the last five years to
accomplish a great deal within the Health Department in
}ﬁilnciples and in practice to render its workings efficient.

e staff has been gradually restored to its former size
and the duties have been re-arranged ; together with this,
constant attention has been given to methods and systems
of carrying out the duties, so as to ensure as far as
possible that expenditure of money and effort gives rise
to practical results. This is especially the case in regard
to the general sanitary inspection, where the re-establish-
ment of the post of Chief Sanitary Inspector has led to
greatly increased efficiency.

* * * *
It 1s during the last five years that a move has really

been made in regard to the conversion of the town's pail
closets into water closets, and this work is now being



6

expeditiously proceeded with ; the Health Department has
taken its share in this movement, along with other depart-
ments. The condemnation of the Crossfields area as
insanitary, and the successful issue of the application made
by the Council to the Ministry of Health for powers to
deal with the area, form an item the imgortance of which,
as a sanitary measure, cannot be over-estimated. Attention
has been given to suburban water supplies, and action has
been taken which will in time give satisfaction to the
residents in those semi-rural portions of the town in which
the private local supplies have been of an unsatisfactory
character. During the last five years, too, the attitude of"
the public towards the question of atmospheric pollution
has greatly altered, due to propaganda work locally and
throughout the country ; it 1s mﬁltful whether any town
has made more progress in actual smoke abatement than
Halifax has during recent years, but there is still vast scope
for further improvement. ;
R

Maternity and Child Welfare work has progressed during
the period under review. In 1922 the system on which the
infant welfare centres were run was completely changed,
and since then the centres have been primarily educational
in function. The acquisition of premises in Northgate
flor a new infant welfare centre marks an important advance.
The action taken by the Health and Maternity and Child
Welfare Committees, jointly with the Education Committee,
to provide a service dealing with cripples, or rather those
liable to become cripples unless treated early, has been
somewhat protracted, but will shortly be completed, when
it is hoped that all preventable crippling will be prevented.
Co-ordination and co-operation with the School Medical
Service in this and other wairs has been well established.
The increased attention paid locally to the need for super-
vision of mothers during pregnancy (ante-natal care),
should result in time in fewer maternal deaths, and less
trouble resulting from childbirth.

B LT

The above is not intended to be anything bevond a
bare outline of some of the ways in which progress has
been made, but sufficient has been said to indicate that the
last five years have been important ones in the history of
public health in Halifax, and I wish once more to express
my appreciation of the loyal service rendered by the staff
of the Department during the period, for without such
very energetic co-operation it would have been impossible
to bring about the changes which have been accomplished.
It is a great satisfaction to the office staff to know that
within a short time the old unsuitable premises at the Town
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Hall are to be vacated in favour of more spacious offices
in Powell Street, which will be more in keeping with the
size and importance of the Department.

. Ak

Reference may here be made to the loss by death of
two very greatly respected members of the staff. Miss
Mary Robison, the tron of the Corporation Hospitals,
died at Stoney Royd on July 4th, after an illness of some
duration. Miss Robison had been Matron since 1890,
and her thirty-five years of service ought to be very grate-
fully remembered by the people of Halifax. At an ecarly
age a‘resident in the Crossley and Porter Home, Miss
Roblsun proceeded later to take her general training as a
nurse in Leeds, afterwards gaining fever-nursing experience
in Glasgow, from which place she returned to Halifax to
undertake the duties, which she fulfilled so faithfully until
the time of her death at the age of 67. She was laid
to rest in Stoney Royd cemetery, very near the scene of
her life’s work. Miss Robison’s successor as Matron of
the Stoney Royd Hospital 4s Miss F. Wilson, who was
previously in the Liverpool Corporation’s Hnsplta] Service.

Mr. David Travis, formerly Chief Sanitary Inspector,
died at the age of 80 years on February 1oth. He was
not a native of Halifax, but came here when he was 30
years of age to take up duty as a sanitary inspector, @
ca.llmﬁam which he had had five years experience in
Manchester. For forty-two years he continued actively
to follow his profession in Halifax, in a period marked
by very ﬁreat sanitary reforms throughout the country.
bie retired in 1917 from the post of Chief Sanitary
Inspector, but the Corporation retained his services for
less arduous duties in connection with the Health Depart-
ment, until his death. Mr. Travis was highly esteemed by
his fellow officials and by the members of the Council,
and his long record of faithful public service was an
inspiration to his juniors.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

CYRIL BANKS,
Medical Officer of Health.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
TownN HALL,

HALIFAX. APRIL 30TH, 1926.
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known as Beacon Hill lying to the East and rises to the
hills in the West. This plane is cut off along its southern
edge (sharply in places, so as to show crags) and in the
vale below runs the river Calder. The northern edge of
the plane is cut away at the valley in which the Hebble
stream runs ; this stream after running from west to east
turns south to run below Beacon Hill to join the Calder.
The town, in addition to covering this inclined plane spreads
out over neighbouring hills and valleys, while to the west
and north the Borough includes large areas of grassland
and wild inhospitable moorland. The height above sea
level varies from 223 feet near the Calder river to over
1,000 feet in the urban portions, and even to 1,300 and
1,400 feet in the moorland districts, and in many places
the transitions are rapid, so as to produce very steep
gradients. There are few level areas of any size in the
Borough, and much ingenuity has had to be displayed by
builders in covering some of the steep slopes with houses.
The town rests chiefly on millstone grit, and most of
the buildings are of stone.

From its position on the slope of the Pennines Halifax
15 to some extent in the clouds, and cannot be described
asl a sunny place, the skies being usually grey. This natural
ire‘_',mess is increased by the smoke from South East
ancashire, and to some extent (though in less degree than
formerly) by the smoke of Halifax itself. The atmosphere
is somewhat damp, as may be judged by the fact that
cotton spinning is carried on in the town. The winter
climate 1s rather harsh, but many people regard the cool-
ness of the Halifax summers as a satisfactory compensation
for the rigours of the Pennine winters, and from the health
standpoint this view may be a correct one. The accurate
assessment of the effect of the climate of any locality
upon the health of its inhabitants is, however, a very
difficult matter, as there are many other factors, such as
occupation, housing and wages, which come into play.

Social Conditions.

The following Table from the Census Returns shows the
occupations of persons aged 12 years and over (1921) :—

Males Females
Total Population ... ree 4408 E 54,172
Under 12 ... e B ERS 8,543
Aged 12 or over ... s 30,422 45,62/
Agricultural occupations i 28
Mining and quarrying 471 I

B
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There appears to be a large proportion of skilled, as
distinct from unskilled, workers engaged in the various
Halifax trades, so that on the whole one would regard the
working classes as better off than in some towns. Care-
fulness and thrift are common virtues of the Halifax people,
with the result that the social conditions generally are
good anc. there is comparatively little poverty. The houses
are well-kept and clean. All these factors should help
towards the healthiness of the people, but on the other hand
the climatic conditions and perhaps some of the occupations
enumerated above, tend to encourage catarrhal conditions
and disorders of the respiratory system. Reliable statistics
of occupational diseases are not available, and statements
as to the effect of the climate on health must be made
with a certain amount of reserve.

Poor Law Relief.

Figure: relating to the extent of Poor Law Relief locally
are no: available to me, but the Clerk to the Guardians
informs me that Halifax is one of, if not fhe, lowest in the
Et_—:st Riding of Yorkshire in the ratio of relief to popu-

tion.

Vital Statistics.

Births.

Legitimate. Males 697 ... Females 646 ... Total 1,343
Hlegitimate. Males 38 ... Females 45 ... Total 33
Total Births ... e 1,420
Birthrate per 1,000 population ... L O
I Average 10 years, 1380-188g......... 29.3

- - 1890-1899.........24.2
% % 1900-1909.........20.0
25 = I9I0-1QIQ......... 15.9
T oty R B B 0
D g B R - i
IR o agace X faisn LATEL D)
W ] G2
e L G R E S
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General Provision of Health
Services.

{Arranged as required by the Ministry.)

Hospitals provided or subsidised by the Corporation :—

Tuberculosis—The Sanatorium at Shelf provides accommo-
dation. for 25 early and 25 other cases. It is provided
by the Halifax Corporation and receives cases from
other districts, including Lancashire County and West
Riding County.

The Health Committee has a call on 10 beds at the
Bermerside Residential School, and they are filled by
children in the pre-tubercular stage, or by children
suffering from tuberculosis of a non-infectious . char-
acter.

Maternity Hospital—For Corporation’s arrangement with
St. Luke’s Maternity Home and Royal Halifax Infirm-

ary, see page 64.

Hospital for Children—The Education Committee has an
arrangement with the Royal Halifax Infirmary with
reference to operations on tonsils and adenoids, and
the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee an arrange-
ment with the same Institution for the treatment of
Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

Fever Hospital—The Corporation provides the Stoney Royd
Fever Hospital which admits cases of Scarlet Fever,
Diphtheria, Enteric and other fevers from Halifax, and
from the areas of neighbouring Local Authorities.
Accommodation for 52 cases.

Small Pox—The Halifax Corporation maintains the Small
Pox Hospital at Belle Vue, Mount Tabor, which has
accommodation for 36 patients. This hospital is sub-
sidised by the Brighouse Joint Hospital Board and the
Urban District Councils of Luddenden Foot, Midgley
and Sowerby.

Venereal Diseases.—The Corporation has an arrangement
with the Royal Halifax Infirmary for both out-patient
and in-patient treatment. See page 62,

C
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General Nursing is not subsidised by the Local Authority.
MIDWIVES—See Maternity and Child Welfare Section, page

CHEMICAL. WORK—AIl chemical analyses are performed by
Mr. H. T. Lea, *M.Sc., the Borough Analyst. This
work includes not only the analysis of samples taken
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts (page 41), but
also the examination of water from wells and other
sources, which from time to time occupy the attention
of the officers of the Health Department.

Legislation in Force.

List of Adoptive Acts, etc, Relating to Public Health in
force in the District.

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890.

Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 18go.

A Local Act, 4 Geo. IV, cap XC.

Halifax Improvement Act, 1853.

Halifax Water and Gas Extension Act, 1876.

Halifax Corporation Acts, 1882, 1900, 1902, 1905, 1911,
I924. ;

vaigiuial Orders—Halifax Orders, 1851, 1881 and 1924.

—— —

Sanitary Circumstances.

Water.

Over 88 per cent. of the population of Halifax are
supplied with water from the Corporation mains. Those
who are not so supplied reside in rural or suburban portions
of the Borough. Consideration has been given to the need
for an extension of the town mains into some of the areas
not now supplied, and it is anticipated that extensions will
shortly take place. The town sug)ply is in itself plentiful
and good, being moorland surface water. It has the
common defect of such waters in being liable to peaty
discolouration and in being plumbo-solvent, but it is treated
so as to correct the latter. Bacteriological and chemical
tests are made frequently by the Borough Analyst to deter-
mine whether the purity crf}v the water is being maintained,
and the Water Engineer, the Borough Analyst and the
Medical Officer of Health are frequently in consultation
to discuss any matters which might have a bearing on the
purity of the supplies. The property of plumbo-solvency
15 one that has to be borne in mind when dealing with
private water supplies, as these supplies are not treated to
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correct the fault, and the Department has from time to
time to insist on the removal of lead pipes and the sub-
stitution of others ; in this respect the doctors who practise
in the rural areas of the Borough are fully alive to the
risks of lead poisoning, and in recent years several cases
have been brought to the notice of the Health Depart-
ment by the doctors concerned, as a result of which the
necessary action has been taken and further danger
obviated. One such case occurred at a rural inn, and by
the end of the year the danger of further lead poisuning
had been removed, and extensive drainage alterations ha
been entered upon so as to prevent organic pollution of
the well, which, it was discovered, had also been occurring.
5 cases occurred durin'g 1925 in which polluted water
supplies were the source of action by the ]Eﬁa.ll‘h Depart-
ment, and 34 in which insufficiency of supplies was alleged.
5 notices were served under the Halifax Corporation Act
1goo, in regard to houses without a proper and sufficient
water supply.

Rivers and Streams. ;

The Borough Engineer (Mr. Tipple) kindly supplies
the following information :—

No known pollution of watercourses is taking place, as
(excepting a few cesspools in outlying undrained districts)
the whole of the sewerage of the town liable for treatment
1s passed through the Sewage Works.

Storm water overflows to main sewers are as permirtted
by the Ministry and are periodically cleansed, and carefully
watched with regard to the volume released to streams.

Where cesspools exist, systematic inspection and empty-
ing maintains them in a satisfactory condition, and no
overflows to watercourses are permitted.

Drainage and Sewerage.

Thie Borough Engineer (Mr. Tipple) kindly supplies the
fol'owing information :—

The sewerage and drainage of the Borough are generally
in a satisfactory condition, and adequate to deal with the
maximum sewage flow.

Extensions are taking place from time to time in the
outer districts, and new sewers will be laid as required,
to cope with the town's development, and to facilitate
change over from the conservancy system to the water
carriage system, under a scheme for conversion for which
a Provisional Order is in force.
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The sewage disposal works, with slight modifications,
will, it is anticipated, be able to cope with the increased
effluent due to the above causes for some considerable time
to come.

Closet Accommodation.

The procedure adopted for carrying out the systematic
conversion of the pail closets of the town to the water
carriage system was described in the last Annual Report,
and this work is now proceeding as a routine matter, shared
in its 'details by several of the Corporation departments.
Moreover, in spite of great pressure of work in the various
departments concerned, the work is proceeding at a rate
which must be considered satisfactory, and which will be
mcreasea in the current year. So far as the Health Depart-
ment is concerned, the Sanitary Inspectors have paid no
less than 2,850 visits during the year in furtherance of
the scheme.

The number of closets converted under the Corporation’s
Conversion Scheme during the year was as follows (—

Converted wvoluntarily by owners but assisted by

Grant R
Converted compulsorily ... 391
Total (conversions completed) ... 1,241

The total number of closets converted since commence-
ment of scheme i1s now 1,636.

The number of closets in the Borough as on December
31st, 1925, is as follows :—
Privy Middens (mostly in rural areas) ... 338

Water Closets 11,144
Pail Closets, where water supply and sewers are
_available for conversions .. a5, [HZ
Pail Closets in rural arcas without water supply or
without sewers or both, approx. e 2,000
28,644
Scavenging.

The work of scavenging, refuse disposal, and emptying
of the pail closets is not under the Health Department,
but is under the Cleansing Superintendent. It is carried
out in a satisfactory manmer, though the emptying of the
pail closets can never be free from nuisance ; the nuisance
will disappear when the pail closets are converted, and
this i1s now only a matter of a few years. The salvage
plant for house refuse at Charlestown is now working.






23

Doors of closets repaired .
Doors of ash tub places repaired
Floors of ash tub places repaired
Walls and wmdworE of ash tub places r(’pd]I‘L(l
Dilapidated closets repaired or rebuilt
W ash tub places repaired or rebuilt
Privies converted to Goux closets
o to water closets ...
Dangernus walls repaired .. :
Animals kept so as to be injurious to health :—
Pigs
Cats
Dogs b
Accumulation of manure removed
of rubbish removed
Dirty houses cleaned
» yands ... o
Overcrowded houses dealt with
Cellars illegally let as dwellings
Flooded ars remedied
Defective water services repaired
Damp walls remedied
Polluted water supply to houses
Insufficient water supplies to houses...
Wash boilers provided
House roofs repaired
,, troughings repaired
n g.lltterS
,» troughings cleared
Defective stairs repaired .
. wash boilers rf:palred
! window frames repaired ...
walls and boarded round sinks
Balusters fixed =2
Sinks provided 2
Defective chimneys made goud
3 fallpipes made good :
- cooking ranges made g-:md
. floors made good... .
» flashings made gomi
% flagging made good
" plaster work made good .
doors repaired A
Additional ventilation pmwded

Sfduﬂwy Notices served by authority of the
Committee were as follows :—
Housing Acts.

Detective houses

Closing Order

(=

= vl st B S TR &4
WD sI~lunloun 4o o W e B pyun Cun e e B

-y
=~






a5

Factory and Workshops Act, 1901.

Workshops.

The number of workshops (excluding bakehouses) on
the register at the end of 1925 was 538. This is 1106
less than at the end of 1924, and these are mostly accounted
for by the introduction of motive power having converted
them into factories. 257 visits were made to workshops
and 79 to factories, and the various conditions dealt with
are set out in the Table. Workshops were somewhat
neg}fcted during the year in order to afford time for other
work .

Nine notices under Section 5 of the Factory and Work-
shops Act 1901, were received from H.M. Factory
Inspector, six being in respect of IFactories and three of
Workshops.

The following Table shows the wvarious defective con-
ditions remedied during the vyear :—

The administration of the Factory and Workshop Act jgor1,

in connection with
FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPILACES,

1. Inspection of Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

1
i Mumber of
Premises i Written e
; : | Oecupie
(napachions ﬂf;ﬂl | Prosscatad
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Factories 79 3 -z
(including Fan-to:ry Laundﬂes:l
Workshops ... 257 20 =
(including Factory Laundnes‘,i
Workplaces .. = e =
(Other than Outworkers
Premises)
Total 336 23 _—
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Sanitary Condition of Places of Public Amusement and
Refreshment.

All the Theatres, Cinema Theatres, Cafes and Restaur-
ants, Dance Halls and Markets were inspected during the
year, and were found to be generally in a satisfactory
condition.

The following Table shows the number of wvisits made
to various classes. of public amusement and refreshment
places in the Borough :—

tres a8
Cinema Theatres ... et L
Dance Halls N
Cafes 33
Markets EARANG
Total .. i

Mr. Clinch adds, ** I am of opinion that direct powers
should be given, in any future Public Health Bill, to enable
Local Authorities to require suitable and sufficient accom-
modation in the way of sanitary conveniences for both sexes
in connection with any place of public amusement, and
any building used as offices or for public meetings, whether
of a religious nature or otherwise, and further, to require
that all such buildings be maintained at all times in a
sanitary condition, particularly as regards lighting, ventila-
tion, and the provision of sufficient cubic space for each
occupant.”

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

There are 87 purveyors of Milk in the town, and a
total of 157 visits have been made to their premises by
the Sanitary Inspectors, and 342 visits to Cowsheds, these
being in addition and supplementary to the work of the
Veterinary Inspector described elsewhere.

It is pleasing to note that milk is stored under much
more cleanly conditions than obtained a few years ago.

Manufacture and Sale of Ice Cream.

119 visits were made to the 112 premises used for the
sale or manufacture of ice cream.

In two cases the premises were found to be unsatisfactory
and the occupiers were warned to discontinue this part of
their business.

With regard to itinerant vendors, the licensing author-
ity, acting in conjunction with the Public Health
Department, make the issue of a license contingent upon
the receipt of a favourable report from the Sanitary
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Inspector, as to the suitability of the vendor's premises
for making and storing the commodity.

Smoke Prevention.

Mr. Clinch reports :—

I have endeavoured, by public lectures, classes for
engineers and stokers, articles in the press, and by
broadcasting, to stimulate interest in what I believe
to be the greatest need of the present day, ** A Clean
Air and Unobstructed Sunlight.”

Boiler Smoke.

182 observations of thirty minutes each have been
taker. of various factory chimneys, and as all the time
available for this class of work has been devoted to
those chimneys which are border line cases, the fact
that in 27 cases, black smoke was found to be emirted
in excess of “two minutes in thirty,” need cause no
surprise.

The average emission was I.143 minutes in thirty.

The procedure of the three previous years has been
followed, and I have made 135 visits to works in an
endeavour to assist in a solution of the problem.

In six cases, reports were made to the Committee
and Statutory Notices served upon the offending firms.
In one case all efforts to secure an improvement failed,
and the firm were prosecuted, when the Court imposed
a penalty of £15, and made an order for abatement,
which was obeyed. !

This work is being pressed as time permits, and
the Committee will shortly be requested to reduce the
permissible limit.

Domestic Smoke.

I am pleased to report that progress is being made
in connection with smokeless cooking and heating in
private houses and business premises. Occupiers are
encouraged to call at the Health Department, and are
given unbiassed advice and estimates of the cost of
installation and running of the methods advised. This
service, although not a duty of a Health Department,
appears to be much appreciated, and is Likely to develop.

Wherever practicable, I have made efforts to influ-
ence intending private builders to instal smokeless
methods, and have invariably met with a sympathetic
reception.

One builder i1s now constructing 56 houses on
smokeless lines, the kitchens containing a coke burning
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combination cooker and water heater, all bedrooms
and parlours being fitted with gas fires, with the proviso
that the purchasers can have the parlours fitted with
coal fires if they so desire. The greatest difficulty in
the past has been to substitute the coal fired kitchen
range ; this has now been overcome with complete
satisfaction.

The Gas Department is encouraging occupiers by
selling an excellent dry coke, specially suitable for
domestic purposes, at 25s. per ton, with gas at 2s.

r 1,000 cubic feet plus a fixed quarrer]y charge. The

t that there are now nearly 50,000 gas fired appli-
ances in 27,000 houses is illuminating.

The Electricity Department is encouraging the use
of domestic appliances, and is providing energy to
manufacturers In ever increasing quantity.

It is interesting to note that the constant efforts
to improve the condition of the air have failed to
bring any hostile criticism, and there can be no doubt
that the public are now ready to accept any practical

remedy.

Shop Inspection, ete.

Mr. T. Fearnley is the Inspector under the Shops Acts
1912 to 1921, also under the Children's Byelaws, the
Fabrics (Misdescription) Act, and the Rats and Mice (Des-
truction) Act 1919. His work is summarised below —

Half-holiday Closing Visits 941
Assistants’ Half-holiday Visits 635
Children's Bye-Law v 794
Registration & Administrative Visits ... 828
Special e 452
Fabrics (Misdescription) Act ey P 273
Shops Early Closing -z 603
Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act Vi 516
Shops without Assistants Half-holiday Notice [Sec 1} 46
Do. Young Persons’ ,  (Sec. 2) 25
Do. Mixed Business s (Sec. 10) 521
Do. Half -holiday Closing Notice (Sec. 4) 94
Do Seats for Female Assistants (Sec. 3) 7
Contravention of Mealtimes (Sec. 1, Sub. 5) 10
Do Aszistants Half-holiday (Sec. 1, Sub. 1) 27
Do. Hali-holiday Closing (Sec. 4) 276
Do Early Closing Act or Orders  (Sec. 5) 200
(1920 21 Aet)
Do. Young Persons’ Hours (Sec. 2) 2

Warning Notices sent ... 35
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Housing.

CGeneral Housing Conditions.

The general housing shortage is certainly not as acutely
felt in Halifax as it is in many places. The measures taken
by the Corporation and by private builders, including work
undertaken or projected, may be reckoned as sufficient to
meet the demand for good class small dwellings. The
difficulty i1s to meet the demands for houses which can be
let at a rent payable by the really dpcér:ur people of the
town without overcrowding, and this difficulty has not yet
been solved. The population is decreasing, but the meed
tor houses does not fall proportionately, because it is not
the number of families that is falling, but the size ot
families.

Overcrowding.

Overcrowding exists in Halifax as presumably it always
did, and probably always will, however many houses become
available, because there are some people who prefer to
live in conditions of overcrowding and indecency. It also
exists in some cases because people who would like more
accommodation either cannot get it or cannot afford to
pay for it. But with an increase of building the unwelcome
overcrowding is gradually being reduced, and the problem
in Halifax does not appear to be acute.

Fitness of Houses.

The general standard of housing in Halifax is high, the
majority of houses being of stone and the size of rooms
large. There are very many houses actually back to back,
and many others which are not ** through ' houses because
they are built into steep hillsides. Moreover, the standard
of house cleanliness is high, this being characteristic of
the Halifax folk. There being a very large proportion of
owner occupiers in this town (so rich in building societies ),
the property is on the whole kept in good repair. There

s a ‘‘tightening up " in the sanitary inspection in
recent years, and a high standard of property condition
15 being attained. On the whole, the local landlords are
%lood and are usually willing to meet the requirements of

Health Department, and the proportion who have to
be mporte:d to the Health Committee for further action is
not high.

Unhealthy Areas.

The only area in regard to which action is being taken
is the Crossfields area, and the negotiations which took
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place during 1925 culminated im September, when there
was a Ministry of lealth enquiry upon the scheme which
had been submitted by the Corporation. Up to the end
of the year the Minister’s decision had not n received
(though it was subsequently found to be favourable to
the scheme). As the details of this matter are known to
the public through the press, and to the Ministry through
official papers, there is no negessity to deal with it here.

Houses Let in Lodgings (Furnished Rooms).

407 visits have been made to 206 ** Furnished Rooms."
Twenty-three structural defects have been remedied by
owners, and three other insanitary conditions caused by
the tenants have been remedied. In one case a tenant was
found to be keeping tame mice, cats and kittens, and a
large dog in a single room, used for living and sleeping
by his wife and himself. As he declined to move the
animals when warned so to do, proceedings were institured
and the Court fined him 1o0s.

The good effect of the long continuing daily penalty
secured against an owner in 1922 is still felt, and these
premises are now kept generally in-a much better con-
dition than formerly.

As the existing bye-laws only apply to rooms let at
rents not exceeding 6s. a week, the Health Department is
powerless to deal with numerous houses let at higher rentals,
and a new code of bye-laws under the Housing Act, 1925,
giving power to insist on a reasonable cubical capacity
and the provision of proper cooking and washing arrange-
ments in every room let separately as a dwelling, whatever
its rental may be, is now under consideration.

Gommon Lodging Houses.

There are 10 Common Lodging Houses registered in
the Borough. They are supervised by the police, but in
view of the increasing number of smallpox cases notified
throughout the country, they have received much more
attention from the Health Department than formerly.

Tents, Yans and Sheds.

With the exception of the seasonal fairs held at the
Victoria Ground, (ibbet Street, there are very few move-
able dwellings in the town, and visits by gypsies are rare.
179 visits have been made to moveable dwellings, but no
overcrowding, or other sanitary defects were discovered.
Particular care was paid to this moveable population in
view of the prevalence of smallpox in Yorkshire.
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Inspection and Supervision
of Food.

Milk Supply.

Action taken as to Tuberculous Milk and Tuberculops
Cattle.

i Mr. Pollard, the Veterinary Inspector, reports as follows :

5 3~ samples of milk were submitted for examination
for the presence of tubercle bacilli ; of these, many were
taken direct from Suspected cows, and 5 were reported
as containing tubercle bacilli. No sample taken from
a retailer froni a source outside the Borough was re-
ported as containing tubercle bacilli. This has mnot
to be accepted as evidence of the freedom of these
sources from tuberculosis, for as a result of visits paid
to farms outside the Borough, two cases of advanced
tuberculosis and one of tuberculosis of the udder were
found. This emphasizes the need of inspection of milch
cows in rural districts. True, the Tuberculosis Order
1925 makes it obligatory on all owners or persons
in charge to report such suspicious cows, but experience
has shown that this responsibility is not always carried
out.

The Tuberculosis Order 1925 came into operation
on September 1st; since that date 20 cases were
reported or found during the course of examination of
the dairy cows within the Borough (of these four were
not confirmed). 192 cattle were examined under the
Order ; of these, four had tuberculosis of the udder.
Five cases of tuberculosis of the udder were found prior
to the re-introduction of the Order, making a total of
g for the vyear.

‘Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923,

~ No licenses for the sale of milk under special designa-
tions were in force during the year, but the Health Com-
‘mittee in December decided to recommend the issue of
one license to produce and sell Grade A milk, but this
license only came into force early in 1926.

 Revocation of Registration.

3 retailers were requested to appear before the Health
- Committee to show cause why they should not be refused
registration or crossed off the Register. In each case the
- procedure resulted in the Committee's requirements being
- met.







37

definite—yet strictly limited—improvements have been
noticed, as evidenced by the bacterial examinations of
samples of milk taken during the year, as set out above.

Progress in reform is slow, so that acknowledgment
is due and given whole-heartedly to those who have
responded so willingly.

While there appears to be a idemand for milk supplied
in bottles, it is time the public realised that the mere
bottling of milk does not carry with it any assurance
of special care in collection or freedom of disease,
unless the bottle bears the seal granted under the Milk
(Special Designations) Order.

A few tests were made during the year for visible
dirt, but most of them passed that test satisfactorily.
The bacterial count test 1s an invaluable aid to im-
provement. The reports of bacterial examinations have
taughc me that one cannot always trust one’s own eyes
as to conditions on farms. For example, cows and
milking stools may be clean, while there may be a
flaw in the dairy methods due to the lack of the use
of boiling water—the greatest trouble on the farm.
I am certain we cannot look forward to real progress
until each farm has a suitable dairy—not necessarily
an ex;}ensive one—a good water supply and some facil-
ities for sterilising utensils by steam.

Meat Inspection.

Public Abattoir. The reconstruction of the public

abattoir is eagerly awaited, preliminary work being already
in hand.

Private Slaughterhouses.

Registered ... 5
Licensed By =

5
No change during the year.

The approximate number of animals slaughtered therein
during the year is as follows :—

Cattle. Calves. Sheep and Lambs. Pigs.
266 15 624 234
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The following Table shows the total weight of meat
and offals destroyed on account of tuberculosis, and
from other causes :—

- 1bs.
Total Amount of Meat Destroyed ... .| 25046

Total Amount of Offals Destroyed ... 7516

Total Amount of Meat Destroyed on account of

Tuberculosis ... o 19338
Total Amount of Offals Destroyed on account of

Tuberculosis ... 4849
Total Amount of Meat Destroyed from other causes 5708

Total Amount of Offals Destroyed from other causes} 2667

Total Meat and Offals Destroyed | 32562

By a coincidence another case of tuberculosis in the
sheep was found during the year. In this case the disease
was localised to an area of the peritoneum.

Condemned meat is dealt with by the Cleansing Depart-
ment of the Corporation, being removed to the Charles-
town Depot and sterilised by heat.

Kinds of Food Destroyed BT AR

31 Carcases of Beef 12800
Beef not in Carcase i 2935
10 Carecases of Veal 542
7 Carcases of Mutton and Lamb ... 295
Mutton other than Carcases 95
55 Carcases of Pork 3297
Pork not in Carcase 442
104 Rabbits .+ 205
Fruit and Vegetables ' koot 450
Canned Provisions i 20&

Total Weight ... 21635

In 2 cases a Justices’ Order had to be obtained, but
in all the rest the articles were surrendered.
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Public Health (Meat) Regulations 1924.

These Regulations came officially into operation on
April 1st, 1925, but were not generally regarded as opera-
tive until later. The Medical Officer of Health and the
Veterinary Inspector attended a Conference at Leeds called
by the West Riding County Council, by arrangement with
the Ministry of Health, when one of the Ministry's Medical
Officers attended to interpret the Regulations.

Later, the Health Committee, by request, received
representatives of the Halifax Grocers’ Association and the
Halifax Butchers' Association. The regulations were taken
consecutively, and the Chairman explained the views of
the Committee as to the interpretation which had been put
upon them. Subsequently, by request, the Medical Officer
of Health addressed a meeting of the meat traders and
butchers on their responsibilities under the new regulations.
About the same time a great deal of press publicity was
given to the regulations, and to thhe need for greater
cleanliness in the handling and transport of meat.

Mr. Pollard, the Veterinary Inspector, gives the follow-
ing account as to the way in which the regulations have
been met locally :—

Slaughtering. Notices were sent by the Town Clerk
to the owners of private slaughterhouses informing them
of their obligations under the Regulations, but it has
taken some time to convince the owners that it is an
offence to slaughter animals without giving the pre-
scribed notice, which included a specified time. In
practice the giving of notice has not always proved
satisfactory. For example, notice can be given by
means of a letter on Saturday of intention to slaughter
on Sunday. If that letter is posted during the Saturday
morning, it is not likely to receive attention until the
Monday morning. Thus, according to the Regulations,
the meat and offal could be removed any time after
7 a.m. on the Monday. I have received verbal notice
at g p.m. on a Saturday of intention to slaughter the
following day, Sunday. It has been difficult to arrange
inspection of carcases at the private slaughterhouses,
as the owners have desired to slaughter on days when
the I'*ESSI_II'E of work at the abattoirs has been at its
height

Hemtﬂmg and Carrying. The Reﬁulatmns relating
to the handling of meat are faithfully carried out by
a few (the multiple shop firms have given a good lead)
but generally indifferently, lacking the spirit. There
are some anomalies in the Regulations.

Carrying of Meat (Vehicles). The Regulations have
made a great improvement in this respect. While the
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Report of Administration in connection with the Public Health
(Milk and Cream) Regulations 1912 and 1917, during the
year ended 3ist December, 1925.

1.—Milk and Cream not sold as Preserved Cream.

(a) (b)
No. in which preservative
No. of Samples examined was reported to be
for the presence of a present, and percentage
preservative of preservative found in
each sample
Bhalle 160 Nil
Cream ... 12 1

2. —Cream sold as Preserved Cream.

(a) Instances in which samples have been sub-
mitted for analysis to ascertain if the statements
on the label as to preservatives were correct 11

(1) Correct statements made... e
(2) Statements incorrect ... Nil
P e of preservative found Percentage stated on Statuto
Gmuﬁin each sian:n"]r';.uleﬂlrE £ Label i 27
L] I ¥
No. of Sample... 113 0.34 | 04
c e 121 032 |
i winlgd: 0.23
i jap 123 0332 |
" e 12%¢ 028 I
g Vsl 4R - 0°4
o g 119 03
g e 1800 03
» L 152 0-3 |

(b) Determination made of Milk-Fat in cream sold
as preserved cream :—
(1) Above 35 per cent. ET

(2) Below 35 per cent—1 not sold as preservcd
cream.
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Borough Analyst’'s Commentary.

Mr. H. T. Lea, M Sc.,, F.I.C., the Borough Analyit,
has been good enolljgh to supply the following brief com-
mentary on the results of the analyses :—

The 162 samples of milk examined during the year
had an average fat content of 3.629%) and an average
non-fatty solids content of 8.969%. The standard
reached is excellent and compares very favourably with
all districts in England.* Taking into account the
above averages (calculated on all samples taken) and
the low Government standard of 30 fat and 8.5
non-fatty solids, it seems to me to be a regretable fact
that your Committee allow the standard to fall to
2.859% fat and 8.079% of non-fatty solids before they
will institute proceedings. It encourages milk pro-
ducers to tone their milk.

Six samples of Paregoric were examined during the
year and five were of satisfactory quality. The sixth
sample contained no opium, and was reported as un-
satisfactory. The sample in gquestion was marked in
typewritten characters ' Paregoric without Opium.” In
my opinion the label should have not included the name
Paregoric at all, but should have been labelled ‘ Com-
pound Spirit of Camphor,” a recognised preparation
contained in The British Pharmaceutical Codex.

13 samples of Mixed Fruit Jam were examined, and
as expected, found to contain a very large proportion
of the cheaper fruit. Under the existing Act no pro-
ceedings could be taken, though should such concoctions
be placed on the market next year when the new Pre-
servative Regulations come into force, two of the
samples would be condemned on account of their
salicylic acid content.

[*Mr Lea's remarks apply to the composit on, or what in general terms may be
called the richness of the milk ; he is not concerned with cleanliness or
freedom from contamination, for particulars of which the Veterinary
Inspector's report should be consulted. |
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Enteric Fever (Typhoid).

Although five deaths among [Halifax persons from
typhoid fever are recorded, only three are of interest, the -
other two cases being Halifax persons who contracted the
disease away from Halifax and died away. There were
in Halifax %’our notified cases of typhoid of which three
dicd and in regard to one of these the diagnosis was not
free from doubt. The remaining three cases appeared to
?avednnthing in common, and no source of infection was
ound.

Smallpox.

No case of smallpox was notified during the year, but
the Smallpox Hospital was opened for the reception of
cases from other districts (see later). No wvaccinations
were performed by the Medical Officer of Health under
the Regulations of 1917.

Scarlet Fever.

After two years in which scarlet fever was small in
amount, the year 1925 showed a great increase, there bEinﬁ
276 notifications with 2 deaths. The cases were sprea
fairly evenly over the period February to November except
that in July the numbers showed a sharp rise. Energetic
measures were taken by the Health Department and by
the School Medical staff to trace ‘‘missed " cases and to
supervise contacts, and it is felt that but for this work
there would have been something in the nature of an
epidemic, for the disease seemed to be of a more highly
infectious character than in previous years, and to give
rise to more complications in its course. In several cases
complications (running nose, discharging ears) did not
commence until some time after return home from hospital,
so that with a renewal of infectivity *‘return’ -cases
resulted, to the annoyance of everyone concerned. It should
be said that not all the 276 cases proved to be true scarlet
fever ; there was German Measles about, and some of
the cases of this disease proved puzzling, and were sent
to hospital as cases of scarlet fever, having to be put into
separate isolation wards. In de.a.'lmg with the outbreaks
of scarlet fever the tests known as the Dick tests were
not used, nor was any attempt at immunisation made, but
the new scarlet fever Streptococcus Antitoxin was used
for treatment at the Fever Hospital, with satisfactory
results.

Diphtheria.
This disease was more common than it had been for
some years, there being 74 notifications, with no less than
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1o deaths. As usual, a certain proportion of the notified
cases proved after admission to hospital not to be suffering
from true diphtheria ; some, indeed, were sent in as doubt-
ful cases for observation, this being a wise course in view
of the deceptive nature of the disease.

Of the 10 fatal cases, one, which died at home, was not
notifiecd to the Medical Officer until after death. Of the
other nine, five died within 24 hours of admission to
hospital, being too far advanced for antitoxin to be of use.

Attention is drawn to the need for IMMEDIATE medical advice in
ailments of children, and especially when there is anything wrong
with the throat, or when breathing is difficult. Diphtheria is a
disease which comes on with very slight symptoms, and the patients
are always more seriously ill than they seem to the inexperienced.
The antitoxin treatment of Diphtheria, which is of such remarkable
value when applied early, is of little use when several days have
been wasted in the hope that domestic remedies may cure. Parents
should keep diphtheria always in mind and send for the doctor early
when a child is poorly.

The Health Department is particularly aetive in its
efforts to limit the spread of this terrible disease, and the
co-operation of the School Medical staff is prompt and
efficient. The school doctor, or one of his nurses, visits
the school in which a case has occurred and endeavours
to trace any child who has been ill, or who appears to be
suffering from illness of nose or throat resembling diph-
theria. Suspected children are excluded until clinical or
bacteriological evidence of safety is obtained. In this way
a great deal is done to minimise the risks associated with
school attendance.

There seemed to be no indication for the use of the
Schick test nor for individual immunisation, and it was
not thought worth while to institute any campaign in favour
of wholesale immunisation against diphtheria In a com-
munity which will not take the trouble to protect itself
against smallpox by wvaccination.

Puerperal Fever.

Four cases of this disease were notified ; there was
one ideath. One case was treated at home, one at St.
Luke's Hospital, and two at the Infirmary.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

This is an inflammatory condition of the eyes of new-
born children, and if neglected is a cause of blindness.
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The following Table classifies the notified cases :—

Cases. | l
i Visicn Vision | Total =
] o, N R Tmed : Unimpaired | Impaired Blmdrmssl ST
Hos| In Hospital :
| N |
5 2 | 3 4 *1 ==
I

* 1 eye corneal ulcer, other eye unimpaired.

On receipt of a notification of this disease, an immediate
visit 1s paid by a Health Visitor to make sure that the
parents are able to have the doctor’s orders promptly
carried out, and usually arrangements are made for the
district nurses to visit as often as necessary to bathe the
eyes in an efficient manner. In this illness the treatment
is simple, but needs to be carried out skilfully and fre-
quently, and a few days neglect may mean ultimate loss
of sight. In order that every case may have an |:-ppn-:mruu'm::i,r
of the best treatment, the Corporation has entered into an
agreement with the R-:-}ral Halifax Infirmary by which the
Infirmary will admit any case of ophthalmia neonatorum
from the Borough into the wards, and the Corporation
will be respﬂnsi%!e for the cost. Not only so, but the
mother of the infant will also be admitied to the wards
under the scheme ; the advantage of this is a double one,
for it enables breast feeding to be continued, and also
ensures that the mother may be cured of the condition
existing in her which caused the eyes of the child to be
infected.

In many instances ophthalmia neonatorum is a result
of venereal disease in the mother ; the importance of
securing treatment of the mother is therefore obvious.

Encephalitis Lethargica.

Three cases were notified. Of these one proved not
to be suffering from the disease. Of the other two, one
died, and the other recovered completely ; one of the
cases was treated at the Infirmary, one ar St. Luke's, none
at Stoney Royd.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever.

Only one case was notified ; this was a child aged 8§
years, admitted to the Irn{-ir:tm.r;-,F from a crowded dwelling ;
death ensued on the fourth day of the disease, the diagnosis
being made on clinical grounds only. The source of in-
fection was not traced.
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ease following such an outbreak. The School Doctor
notified an increased prevalence of catarrhal conditions of
the respiratory tract during the year, and I have no doubt
that some of this increase was a result of measles. During
the outbreak the Health Visitors paid house-to-house visits
in certain areas, leaving pamphlets containing advice to
parents, and endeavouring to make sure that adequate
medical and nursing assistance was provided for the little
sufferers. Large numbers of the pamphlets were distributed
by wav of the schools, and the School Doctor and his nurses
did what they could to limit the outbreak so far as the
schools were concerned. There were no deaths directly
due to measles after the end of February.

Cerman Measles.

This illness was much more common than usual,
especially towards the end of the year, and adults as well
as children were attacked, but no serious consequences
were heard of, this illness being a very mild one as a rule.

Whooping Gough.

This illness was prevalent and was responsible for eleven
deaths scattered through the year, compared with 6 in
1924 and none in 1923. As with measles the ill effects
of this illness are not limited to those shown on the death
returns, there being debility and respiratory weakness
following in many cases. It is therefore most important
that children suffering from whooping cough should be
placed under the care of a medical practitioner without
delay. A vaccine can be used for the treatment of whoop-
ing cough, and although universal success has not attended
its use, many medical men have been well satisfied with
the results, the period of disease having been shortened.

Mumps.
Mumps was fairly common in March and April.

Five Years Period, non-notifiable infectious diseases.

Measles, Whooping Cough, German Measles, Mumps,
and Chickenpox are not notifiable in the ordinary way,
and it is therefore impossible to say how many cases occur.
But their relative prevalence is made known to the Health
Department by reports sent in by head-teachers to the
Education Offices, a system of interchange of information
being kept up. It is, perhaps, too much to expect that
every case of these illnesses among school children should






33

The Fever Hospital, Stoney Royd.

Following the death of Miss Robison on July 4th, the
duties of Matron were ably performed by Sister Baker,
until the newly appointed Matron (Miss F. Wilson, from

the Liverpool Corporation Hospitals) took up her post
on October 6th.

Owing to the increased amount of infectious disease the
Hospital had a busier period than it had had for a few
years, and at times the accommodation was heavily taxed.

The policy of calling in surgeons for specialists’ opera-
tions, such as mastoid operations, was again pursued during
the year when necessary. Your own Medical Officer, how-
ever, performed the operation of tracheotomy when
required.

Owing to increasing age of the buildings, repairs of
an urgent nature were necessary from time to time, and
the upkeep of the Hospital proved considerably more ex-
pensive t was anticipated when the year’s estimates
were prepared. It is satisfactory to record that the question
of the future of the Hospital received, and continues to
receive, careful attention from the Hospital and Health
Services Sub-Committee.

The following Table shows the number of patients ad-
mitted to the Hospital during the year. Owing to calls
on the beds it was impossible to accept as many cases
as usual from the Local Authorities of areas adjacent to
the Borough.

s [ g3 |
= g 3 'E |
DISEASE 2 = e P
S N S o
N E E
& | & £
Enteric Fever ...| 3| — | — | — ‘—,, 3
L
Scatlet Fever ...217 | 2| 1| — 94229
Diphtheria 66| 21— | 2| —§ 70
Other Diseases
(including observ-
ationcases) ..l 6| —|—|—|—| 6
ToTALs ...|292| 4| 1| 2| 9 [308
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Smallpox Hospital, Mount Tabor.

Although no case of smallpox was notified from the
Borough, it became necessary on October 26th to open
the Smallpox Hospital to receive two cases from the area
of the Brighouse Joint Hospital Board, under an agreement
by which the Corporation has to provide accommodation,
medical attention and nursing, for patients from that area.
The Hospital had been empty for years, but there was a
resident caretaker, and all emergency arrangements had .
been planned beforehand, so that when the call came the
response was immediate, and in about two hours from
confirmation of diagnosis the patients were admitted to
warm wards, aired %réds with nurses from Stoney Royd
in attendance, and food supplies for some days in the
place. In December three other patients from other parts
of the same area were admitted. All the cases were mild,
and recovered satisfactorily, the Hospital being finally de-
mobilisec about the end of January. Owing to the exposed
situation of the Hospital and the very foul weather, many
difficulties had to be overcome, and as the buildings are
made of wood and corrugated iron, their unsuitability
for such a site became only too apparent during the period
of occupation. Although they had been kept in a good
state of repair during recent years while empty, de%gi::ts
developed when in use and repairs had to be carried out
by a workman who was specially vaccinated for this service.

Except for those recently vaccinated, all who had any-
thing to do with the Smallpox Hospital were re-vaccinated,
as were most of the Health Department staff and their
families, and the staff of Stoney Royd Hospital. No spread
of infection from the Hospital occurred.

Ali the five patients were, of course, unvaccinated
persons.

Disinfection.

The steam disinfector is situated at the Borough Fever
Hospital, Stoney Royd, and 10,126 articles of bedding
clothing. etc., were disinfected during the year. Also 252
library and other books were disinfected in a special appar-
atus which is provided for that purpose. 3%): rooms in
private houses were disinfected.

Cleansing Station,

This is at the Stoney Royd Hospital. 21 children were
treated during the year, these being sent by the Education
Committee, mostly suffering from scabies.
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Tuberculosis.

TUBERCULOSIS DEATH-RATE.

PERIOD ' Respiratory only All Forms

: - LN - TS
10 years average 1916-25 ‘ ‘87 1°13
1925 ... | "83 1'12

The following Table shows the ages of the cases at the
time of notification and at death :—

TUBERCULOSIS
*NEW CASES t DEATHS
AGE PERIOD PR e e e
Pulmonary Pulm“é':mrg Pulmonary Pulm‘;';m
| o
M F | M E| M F |M|F
| k| e
Under 1 year e ] ] - ] - | 1 | —
1 to 5 years -4 L 8 T A R I R
St 10 5 (R [ 4] e 5 1 — | 1 2
10 to 15 ,, MRl 213 . | o 1| 2| —
15 to 20 ,, e R R R e R - T
20 t0 25 ,, ) g e e R R Y R [ e
gato 35 ,, et 13V 7 2 3 ?;?|— 2
35 to 45 ,, S a3 35 64— 3
45 to 55 ,, TR S gl (S S (S
55 to 65 ,, RIS el 6| 6| 1|~
65 and upwards ... 3| 1| & = 2 | ] 1
TOTALS ... 66 | 43 | 41 | 34 | 47 | 40 | 19 | 11

*Includes primary notifications, and cases not notified during life,
bat first intimated by death returns.

The ratio of non-notified tuberculosis deaths to total
deaths from this disease was 14 per cent.






57

About two-thirds of the occupied beds are usually filled
by Halifax cases, the others being let off to patients sent by
the Lancashire County Council, West Riding County
Council, and other authorities.

iThe wards for intermediate or advanced cases are usually
fully occupied, but difficulty occurs in securing suitable

ly cases for the shelters. Very advanced cases which
cannut safely be nursed at home and which cannot be
permanently housed at the Sanatorium, are usually ad-
mitted to St. Luke's Hospital, under the care of the
Guardians.

Dr. Taylor, the Tuberculosis Officer, resides at the
Sanatorium. In addition the staff consists of the Matron
(Miss Davidson), 2 sisters, I staff nurse, 3 probationers,
5 maids, and 2 men (porter and gardener).

For some months in 1925, during the illness of Dr.
Taylor, it became necessary to employ temporary medical
assistance, and the Committee was fortunate in being able
to secure the services of Dr. Elenora J. Howie, who con-
ducted the work at the Dispensary and the Sanatorium in
a manner which gave complete satisfaction to all concerned.

The Tuberculosis Scheme also includes the Bermerside
Residential Home. Here the Health Committee has a call
on ten beds for children, but as “open ' cases of tuber-
culosis are not admitted, nor any patients who are really
ill, the function of this Institution in the Tuberculosis
Scheme must be regarded as that of providing accommoda-
tion for children in the pre-tuberculous stage, such as
** contacts ' who are anaemic or debilitated. As such, the
Institution has a place in the scheme, but it does not
provide the Tuberculosis Officer with beds for children
suffering from tuberculosis, and this want is not filled, nor
has any means of filling it yet been found, in spite of
earnest consideration by the Committee.

A scheme for the supervision of tuberculous cripples
(and more particularly children suﬂ'ermg from forms of
tuberculosis liable to cause crippling unless treated has
been considered jointly with the Education and Maternity
and Child Welfare Committees, and the formation of an
Orthopaedic Clinic was p‘mceeded with during the year.
Anticipating that this would be associated with in-patient
treatment in a recognised hospital-school for orthopaedic
cases, one such case was sent to Kirby Moorside Hospital
during the year. Another, an adult, was sent to the
- Shropshire Orthopaedic Hospital.
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18 were admitted to St. Luke's Hospital.

25 were treated at Halifax Royal Infirmary.

1 child under school age to Kirbymoorside Orthopaedic
Hospital.

1 adult to Shropshire Orthopaedic Hospital.

16 were treated by Tuberculin injections at Dispensary.

3 were treated by Tuberculin Ointment at Dispensary.

Discharged Soldiers :—

60 attended Dispensary for certificates, supervision,
etc., with a total of 249 attendances.

Of the new cases examined :—
78.4% were sent by Doctors.
15.6% were Contacts.
205 were from Maternity and Child Welfare Centre.
20, were from School Clinic.
1% were Transfers from other areas.
1% were sent by Ministry of Pensions.
Dental Treatment was provided in 40 cases.

X Ray examination for diagnosis and control were made
in 36 cases.

Bacteriological examinations were made in 374 cases as
follows :—

Positive Negative Total

Sputum ixwt OB 2606 364
Other Specimens . — — 10
374

Shelf Sanatorium.
Admissions and Discharges during the year :—

| m1atitax| Other |

| cases | Cases | Todial

Remaining in on December 31st, 1924 I| 24 10 34
Admitted during the year... !

*67 40 | 107

Discharged during the year sy B9 34

o1 | 50 ‘141
|
|

Remaining in on December 31st, 1925 ...| 22 16

*Includes 6 discharged soldiers.
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the operation, and are very keen about following up the
treatment. In all the cases where satisfactory compression
of the lung was effected, the results were highly satisfactory,
life prolonged, and a cleaner, more comfortable time secured
for the sufferer.

Tuberculosis Afier-care Commitiee.

The Tuberculosis After-Care Committee of the Halifax
Council of Social Welfare has continued its useful work
of assisting the patients discharged from the Sanatorium,
who require medical help. Extra nourishment supplied
by the Health Committee to tuberculous persons is supplied
when recommended by the After-Care Committee, whose
members keep themselves acquainted with the needs of
the various patients. 64 persons were regularly visited
by members of the Committee during the year, 302 reports
having been made. 19 were new patients, and 45 had been
on the books previously. Through the efforts 0{? the Com-
mittee work was found for some of the patients, others
were provided with requirements such as beds, bedding
and clothing. Where in addition to ordinary dental treat-
ment, dentures are required to be provided by the Health
Committee, the arrangements are made through the After-
Care Committee, who enquire into all the circumstances
and arrange the terms of repayment. The Committee is
especially useful in watching the interests of children whose
parents have died or been admitted to hospital or
sanatorium.

Bacteriological Examinations.

The arrangements are as follows :—

Diphtheria.

Swabbing outfits may be obtained from the Health
Department, and after use may be posted direct to the
Pathological Department, Medical School, University of
Leeds. Positive results are telephoned or telegraphed direct
to the practitioner, but negative results are communicated
by post only.

Enteric Fever.

Blood outfits for the agglutination test are supplied
bg the Health Department, and may be sent direct to the
above address at Leeds.
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The clinic is open for women and children every Tues-
day afternoon from 3-30 to 5-30, and from 6 to 8. For
men, every Thursday between 6 and 8 p.m. Also an
auxiliary treatment centre for men is open daily from 10
am. to 12 noon, and 6 to 8 p.m., and on Sundays from
10 a.m. to 12 noon. It appears that these arrangements
are sufficient and adequate for the needs of the Borough.

There is a Medical Officer with an Assistant Medical
Officer in charge of this clinic.

The following figures refer to local patients attending
the Treatment Centre :(— e e
Number of persons dealt with in connec-
tion with the out-patient clinic, for the
first time during the year, and found to
be suffering from :—

Syphilis 68
Soft Chancre ... e v —
Gonorrhoea ... i W L T0G
Conditions other than Venereal S g

Total = YiEmh

Total attendances at the out-patient clinic ... 8,529
Aggregate number of in-patient days... iy 20K
Number of doses of Salvarsan Substitutes
given 411
Specimens sent to an approved Laboratory for :—
Detection of Spirochactes 4
Detection of Gonococci —
Detection of other organisms ... =

Wassermann Reaction ... N

Total AR T

go6 examinations for detection of Gonococci were
carried out at the Treatment Centre.

There are 6 medical practitioners, not including the
two officers of the clinic, in the Borough, qualified to
receive free supplies of Salvarsan substitutes.

There were 86 specimens sent to the pathological
laboratory provided by the Council, by the general pract-
itioners during the year.
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Maternity and Child Welfare.

Dr. Alice Latchmore is the Medical Officer for Maternity
and Child Welfare and also undertakes the supervision of
midwives. The following particulars refer to the work
of this Department :—

Midwives.

Number practising in the Borough of Halifax during
the year 30
(This includes Midwives workmg in Instltutmns)
Number holding the Central Midwives Board Certifi-
cate (by examination)... 26
Number of bona fide Midwives (.! €., holdmg the
Certificate of the Central Midwives Board b}v

virtue of having been in practice before 1902) ... 4
Number of cases in which Medical Aid was summoned
by Midwives wasi A0

23 medical aid notices were sent on I::-eh}a;lf of the child,
3 for inflammation of eyes, 20 for feebleness, etc.
106 were sent on behalf of the mother.

Notification by midwives of intention to resort to arti-
ficial feeding, 8.

Midwifery Services Subsidised by the Corporation.

The Midwifery Service carried on by the Halifax District
Nursing Association in the Bradshaw area is subsidised by
the Corporation. The total number of cases attended by
the Association’s midwives, including those in Bra.dsha.w,
was 513 (a doctor being eng'age:d in 98 of these cases).
Since November, at Northowram, a nurse-midwife has
attended every weekday at Dr. Thompson's branch surgery
for messages, and in addition to cases of sickness she has
attended one midwifery case.

The Luddenden Nursing Association also receives a
small subsidy from the Corporation in support of its mid-
wifery work.

““ Handy Women."”

The number of instances in which mothers are delivered
by uncertified women in the absence of a doctor, appears
tu be steadily decreasing, and such cases as come to notice
are warefully enquired into with a view to disciplinary
action where necessary. The Health Visitors are instructed
to enter on the birth enquiry card whether a doctor was
present at birth or not, in all cases not attended by certified
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midwives, and these cases are Tollowed up to ascertain (if
the doctor was not present) whether the woman in attend-
ance had attempted to secure the attendance of the doctor
in time to deliver the patient. It is hoped that in time
it may be possible entirely to suppress unqualified practice.

Inspection of Midwives.

Visits of inspection have been paid periodically by Dr.
Latchmore, and the standard of work on the whole appears
satisfactory.

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS AcTt, 1907 :—

Number of births notified... } including births { 1,381

transferable to

Number of births registered other districts. 1,507
Ratio of notified to registered S - 1 Bl
MNumber of stillbirths notified 55
Number of notified births attended by Ductcrs

with and without Midwives ... 480
Number of notified births attended b} M:dwwes

only 545
Number of n{:t:lﬁed hll‘.‘thE attended in St Luke 5

Maternity Home and Hospital .. 216
Number of notified births attended in Row_.ral

Halifax Infirmary 144
Number of notified births attended in cther

institutions ... 16

8till Births.
Through the kindness of the Cemetery Superintendents,
I am able to report that 67 still-born children were buried

in the various cemeteries (though only 55 were notified
in accordance with the Act).

Health Visiting Summary :--

Prim.ar}r Visits e EATE
Visits, 1-5 years cun HOCIE
Repeat visits under 1 year ... 5,538
Ante-natal visits R

The number of ‘visits paid to children aged 1-5 years is
nearly double the number paid in the previous year, in-
creased attention having been given to this section. Ante-
natal visits were also increased to twice the number paid
in 1924. The Health Visitors have also paid 29 visits in
connection with mental deficiency (females), and 561 visits
were paid to tuberculous persons.
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Three of the neo-natal deaths were triplets (5 months
pregnancy), born prematurely, quite incapable of an inde-
pendent existence. Another neo-natal case was that of
a five months pregnancy. These four deaths would be more
correctly described as " miscarriages’ than °'premature
births."”

It is not sufficiently recognised that many well built
infants perish in the narrow bony strait which intervenes
between intra and extra uterine life. Some perish outright,
and others survive for a time, damaged ; and the biggest
problem of midwifery is to prevent this.

Many people argue that weaklings may not be worth

saving, but experience proves that a good proportion of
delicate infants ultimately do well.

Maternal Mortality.

Considerable attention has been paid to the gquestion
of maternal mortality, and the subject has been reported
upon at some length in previous reports.

The following Table shows the deaths during the five
years :—

1921 |1922 1923 1924| 1925

From Sepsis 3 3
From other causes g 7

Fer 1,000 births... =4 (60T

o [
7 El?

6'2 65 40 | 56

Although there was a slight increase last year over the
prwiuus year, the trend of this figure is downwards, and
it is hoped that with increased ante-natal supervision,
coupled with greater facilities for Institutional accommo-
dation at the time of confinement, this improvement may
continue.

Maternity Home Accommodation,

The homes in connection with the Royal Halifax Infirm-
ary and 5St. Luke's Hospital appear amply to meet the needs
of the town. It was stated in the last Annual Report that
the Corporation had an arrangement by which patients
were assisted to enter these homes, the Corporation paying
to the Institutions the cost of maintenance and collecting
from the patients such portion of the charges as they
could afford to pay. In actual practice this arrangement
has no: been greatly used, because the patients have {ound
that it costs them less to go into the Infirmary direct, and
not under the Corporation’s arrangements.
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The following list gives the names of the ladies who
take part in the work of the clinics :(—

REGULAR HELPERS. OccASIONAL HELPERS.
Mrs. Frank Whitley Mrs. Drury.
Mrs. Robert Whitaker. Mrs. Harris.
Mrs. Joseph Smithson. Miss Magson.
Miss P. Bentley. Miss Spencer.
Miss Rouse. Mrs. Smith.
Miss Cone.

Miss Oakes.
Mrs. R. Stirk.
Mrs. Whitaker,
Mrs. Donohoe.
Miss Smithson.
Miss Kerr.

Arrangements for the Supply of Food and Milk.

Dried milk has proved itself to be the most satisfactory
of all infant foods (nther than mother’s milk). This is
particularly the case in the poorer houses which have no
proper place for storing fresh milk. In order to place
dried milk within reach of all cases in which it is pre-
scribed by the clinic doctor, it is sold at little more than
cost price at the clinics. Arrangements are also made to
give away a certain amount of this commodity to the
poorest families, but this is only done after a strict enquiry
nto circumstances, and in accordance with the scheme
laid down.

The purpose of the clinic being to keep healthy babies
healthy and to teach mothers how to manage their infants,
the treatment of ailments does not enter greatly into the
work, and therefore the amount of drugs and medicaments
supplied is very small.
simple ointments and medicaments used in the treatment
of minor ailments are sold in small quantities, as prescribed,
and certain proprietary food-stuffs are also sold cheaply,
when prescribed in individual cases.

Infectious Diseases of Young Children,

These are dealt with in the Infectious Disease Section,
page 46.-
{ entiorn may be made here of infantile diarrhoea, which
used to take such a heavy toll of life in summer, but which
for some years now has not been a serious matter. The
decline in this scourge has been attributed to many factors.
There seems no doubt that one of the reasons it has lost
its terrors, is| that the work of the Health Visitors and the
clinics has resulted in the mothers having a better know-
ledge of correct infant feeding ; they also know what to
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do when a child begins to suffer. The use of dried milks
in place of the ordinary bacteria-polluted milk has probably
done a great deal to prevent the illness. Another factor,
which perhaps has not been sufficiently emphasised, is the
abolitior. of the long-tube feeding bottle, which could not
be kept clean and therefore harboured bacteria ; this has
now been almost entirely replaced by the hygienic boat-
shaped bottle, which can be cleaned.

Prevalence of house flies is usually associated with an
increase in infantile diarrhoea, and as flies breed chieily
in horse manure, it is probable that the advent of the motor
car had something to do with the reduction in the amount
of infantile diarrhoea.

Lasi summer a strenuous campaign (be%mung‘ in the
early spring) was conducted by the Health Department to
ensure that all collections of manure in the populous parts
ol the town should be removed at least once weekly, and
stable-owners were warned that if fly-larvae or pupae were
discovered in any quantities on their premises, they would
be held to be responsible for a * nuisance” under the
'ublic Health Act and proceeded against accordingly. The
object of this, of course, was to prevent a ﬂ]r plague in
the populous districts.

Propaganda Work.

Health Week, usually observed early in October, was
not observed this year, for various reasons. Instead, it was
decided to have one Health Week during the two vears

-6, this being fixed to take place in February, 1926.
Public Health educational work, however, was not neglected.
On March 6th and 7th, 1925, a Sessional Meeting of the
Royal Sanitary Institute was held in Halifax, on the invita-
tion of the Health Committee. The Institute was repre-
sented by Professor Louis C. Parkes, who presided at the
meetings, and by Mr. Mulford, the Assistant Secretary.
Delegates attended not only from most of the surrounding
districts, but from Lancashire on the one side and Goole
on the other, some 70 persons taking part ; these included
members of Local Authorities as well as officers connected
with the various sections of Public Health work, such as
Medical Ofhcers of Health, Veterinary Inspectors, Sanitary
Inspectors, Health Visitors and Cleansing Superintendents.

The members were welcomed in the Town Hall by the
Mayor (Alderman Waddington) and by the Chairman of
the Health Committee (Alderman Dr. Branson), and were
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entertained at tea by the Health Committee. Subsequently
two discussions took place. The first was opened by Mr.
John Pollard, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S. M., the Veterinary In-
spector for the Corporation, on *‘[The Working of the
Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922.” The other,
on ““‘Some Food Dangers,”” was opened by the Borough
Analyst (Mr. H. T. Lea, M.Sc.,, A.1.C.). Both discussions
were well maintained, and were subsequently fully reported
in the local press, so as to gain local interest in these

subjects.

e proceedings of the following day were opened by
a visit to “ Toffee Town,” lon the kind invitation of Messrs.
John Mackintosh & Sons, Ltd., where great interest was
taken in the arrangements made for the welfare of the
workers. Subsequently the members went to see the manu-
facture of sanitary ware of many kinds, at the works of
Messrs. Oates and Green, Ltd., who provided an extremely
useful and instructive exhibition of this important local
industry. After a luncheon, which was held at the White
Swan ?—iot&l, a visit was paid to the new salvage plant at
Charlestown under the guidance of Mr. Sagar, the Cleansing
Superintendent, and this proved an exceptionally valuable
visit. Finally the visitors were taken by motors through
some of the beautiful parts of the town to Bermerside
Open-air School and Home, which was inspected in detail,
and tea was kindly provided by Mr. A. D. Oates, J.P.
The general verdict was that the meeting had proved most
successful, being both enjoyable and educational.

During the year the Medical Officer of Health and the
Chief Sanitary Inspector gave lectures to various Tlocal
societies on Public Health matters, and they also helped
in similar work in other towns. *‘ Clean Milk " propaganda
work is referred to in the report of the Veterinary Inspectolr
(page ...). By such means public interest in matters of
hea.{th is being maintained.

Medical Examination of Tramwaymen and Gasworkers.

The Medical Officer of Health or Dr. Taylor carried
out the following medical examinations on behalf of the
Tramways and Gas Committees, including several con-
sultations with usual medical attendants :—

Tramwaymen—
Applicants for employment or promotion he Yo
Return to work after sickness (other than cases
certified by usual medical attendants) w1
Gasworkers—

Special examinations ... .
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5. Under Voluntary Supervision ... Nil Nil Nil
Numbers of foregoing attending
Occupation Centres ... Nil Nil Nil

6. ‘‘Subject to be dealt with,”” but
action not yet taken :—

(a) Notified by Local Education
Authority, Sec. 2 (1), (b) (v) Nil Nil Nil

(b) Otherwise *‘ ascertained " ... Nil Nil Nil

7. Under consideration, as to whom it
had not been decided whether
they are ‘' subject to be dealt
with " or not :— Nil Nil Nil

Cases Notified by Local Education Authorities
under Sec. 2 (i), (b), (V).

M. F. Total

Sent to Institutions (by Order) e Ml WA - Nl
Placed under Guardianship (by Order) Nil Nil Nil
Placed under Statutory Supervision ... 5 I 6
Actior. not yet taken el Nl ieil

Total 5 I 6

There is no “ occupation centre” provided in Halifax
for mental defectives who are under supervision.

The resignation from public work of Alderman Brooks-
bank during the year deprived the Committee of his valued
services as Chairman; in his place Councillor John
Broadbent was appomted

The particulars given above relate solely to cases under
the care of the Statutory Committee, and have nothing
to do with children under scdhool age, who, so long as
they are capable of receiving benefit from instruction in
a special school remain under the care of the Education
Committee. Particulars regarding them are to be” found
in the reports of the School Medical Service published
separately, in which the work of the special school at
Quarry House is described.


















