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Couneil House,
Halesowen.

ANNUAL BEFORT, 1970

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of
Halesowen.

Vital Statistice

The estimated nid-year population was 52, 320 as against 51,930
at the corresponding time of the previous year.

The Infant Mortality Rate, Adjusted Death Rate, Stillbirth
Rate are all close to the national average.

Causes of Death

The pattern of mortality is sinilar to that of previous years,
Just less than half tho deaths being caused by diseases of the
heart and blood-vessels, As for as is lknown to medical science,
we can best protect curselves against this group of diseases by what
I have elsewhere termed the rule of three: keep active, keep weight
dowm, keep off cigarettes.

Bronchitis took a heavier toll of life than usual in 1970, a fact
probably connected with the influenza outbraak early in the year.
There is no reccrded death from pulmonary tuberculosis, and this oay
be regarded as an indication of present trends in the prevention and
treatment of this disease.

Another but very much less happy sign of the times iz the fact
that 118 people died of malignant diseases, of vhich lung cancer was
the most common type. Tobacco, and especially cigarettes, is known
to be a cause of lung cancer and it is somewhat diseppointing that
innunerable warnings on sooking risks have not been nore effective,
However, it is relevant that the tobaccc industry in Britain alone
spends an estimated £52,000,000 a year on all forms of advertising anc
to conbat this, the Health Edusation Couneil has until recently been
able to spend only £100,000 a year.

Control of Infectious Diseases

The usual work was carried cut during the year without wajor
inecident,

Vaceination against neasles was started in 1968 and was slowed
down in 1969 as one of the vaccines then in use was found to have
unacceptably severe side-affects, This pocowmts for the fact that
the nunber of peasles notifications in 1970 (198), though considerably
less than in nany years before the introduction of vaceination, was
higher than in 1969 (103), During 1970 an cdequate supply of measles
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frem public or private sources to dovelep treatment and ressarch
than to publicize pethods of preventicn.

"Cancer ressarch 1s oversubscribed, cancer education almost
entirely unfunded. The efforts required by both educator and the
person to be educated to promote health needs are not easily
obtainad, To do aomething or not to do something in order teo
prevent the development of a disease or & discrder in the future
requires the sort of motivation that few poople have instinctively
and a preat many ectively resist. Vhen the Roysl College of
Physiciens recently published its second report on the harmful
effectz to health of smoldng eigarcttes, there appeared a leading
article in at least one nowspaper denouncing the arrogant doctors
for daring to tell the public how they should order their lives,
Unless there is a redical change of attitude on the part of both
the profession and the public in this area, progress towards a
healthier population must remain inevitably slow,"

Deputy Hediecal Officer of Health

This post was not filled dwring the year,

Aecknoiledgnonts

I would like to express oy appreciation for the support and
W—nperﬁtim which T received from the Mayor, the Chailrmen and
mezbers of the Public Health Comnittee, Mr. J.B. MeCocke,

Mr. A, Archer, the other Chief 0fficera of the Council and the
ataff of the Public Hesnlth Department, I an alao deeply

indebted to Dr. C. Staorkie, Medical Officer of Health, Kidderminster
Borough Council, for having oede hinself awailable to deal with
epergencies during oy occasional absznees from the distriot.

J. THOMEY,

Hedical Officer of Health.

January, 1972.
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Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under one
weok cozbined por 1,000 total live and still births) ......

Maternal Mortality Rate inoluding abortion per 1,000 total
1ive and still births for Holasowall seeesssssssasssssssnnes

Neo=natal Mortality Rate infant deaths under L weaks per

Birth rate adjusted by couparability factor of 0,96 tevesevee
Birth rate of England and Wales ...scessscsensnsssnssasssnnsss
Still birth rate for Bngland and Walos seesnsasssssssssasssas
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Death rate from respiratory tuberoulosis, Englend and
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Corresponding figure for Halesowen, per nillion population ..

Cancer of the lung and bronchus per million, England and

Hﬂlﬂﬂ LE R R R N N

Corresponding figure for Halesowen (% deaths) seeessssssssss
Other cancer per million, England and Wales sesssssevessnesss

Corresponding figire for HaleSOWSN s..asesssssassssssscssnses
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SECTION B

General Provision of Health Services in the
Borough of Halesowen

1« (a) Public Health Officers
The ataff of the Public Heoalth Department iz given on page 3.

(b) Laboratory Facilities

Tha work is carried out at the Worcester County Laboratory by the
County Analyst, Mr. W.E. Jones, M,S5¢.,F.R.I.C.

Bactericlogical work is done by the Public Health Laboratory
Service, Royal Infirmary, Worcester, under the Medieal Director,
Dr, R.J. Henderson, M.D.,Ch,B.

2s Anbulance Servico

The eobulance service is provided by the Jorcestershire County
Council and during the year six ambulances and fifteen whole-tine
drivers were employsd. The anbulances are radic-contrelled and o
twenty-four hour service is operated from thoe station,

The hospitals used by the inhabitants of the Borough in addition
to those in the City of Biruinghan and the County Borough of
Wolverhanpton are the Norbett Hospital and Wordsley Hospital at
Stourbridge, tho Guest Hospital at Dudley, end the Broasgrove General
Hnup!.tai.

Maternity cases are taken to the Mary Stevons Maternity Heospital
at Stourbridge, the Birminghan Materndty Hospitel Queon Elizabeth
Medinal Centre, and premeture babies to the Unit at the Marston Green
Hospital, Birminghanm,

Pationts suffering fron infectious diseases are cerried by the
apecial acbulance stationed at the Hayley Green Hospital,

3. County Council and Voluntary Agency Services

The %orecestershire County Council are the Matornity and Child
Welfare Authority for the ares, In conjumotion with the 7.V.S5. there
is a "Home Help" and "Meals on Yheels" service,

L. Tubereuwlosis

Sanatoriun treatment and the provision of diapensary treatment are
the responsibility of the Birminghan Regional Hospital Board,

Se Infectious Diseasas

Infectious disease cases are adoitted to Hayley Groen Hospital,
This hospital is wnder the Birningham Regional Hospital Board and
adoinistered by Group 17, Dudley, Stourbridge end District Hospital
Group, Birminghao Region,.
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Public Health Department,
Council House,
Halesowen,

January, 1972.

ANNUAL REFORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

1970 was a year in which the quality of the environment increasingly became
a subjeet for regular discusasion not enly by uerkers in the publie health
field and by scientists but by interested people in every walk of life,

The popular press, radio and television are all playing an important part

in warning the community of some of the ef'fects of technological progress
and of inereasing affluence, effects in respeet of which teo 1ittle
attention has so far been paid. lore cars, for example, mean better mobility
and easier shopping, but they also nean more noise, more air pollution, more
parking problems anfi an inereasingly difficult disposal problem when the cars
become obsolete,

All this adds up to the faet that loeal government is ineressingly invelved

in a wide variety of new Situations and that it is no longer possible to
tackle these in quite the same way as problems were tackled 50 years ago.

Hany authorities have s5een this trend develop and some - and Halesowen is one -
have adjusted their management systems to take acopunt of the new cireum-
stances by further developing interdepartmentsl consultation and by forming
inter-disciplinary teams to desl with partieular problens,

In the preparation of this Report I should like to record the intcrest and

enthisiesm of all the staff and to colleagues in other deportments and
particularly to the Town Clerk, Mr. J. B, McCooke and his staff,

4, ARCHER












Improvement of houses

Improvement areas

The surveys in Hill & Cokemore and Crodley distriocts continued

throughout the yesr, It was decided to declnre o general improvement

area in Hill & Czkemore before the srea in Cradley and co-ordinating
meetings have been held involving the Department of the Environment
Regional Office, the Town Clerk's Deportment, the Publie Health Department,
The Borough Burveyor's Department, the Borough Treasurer's Depertment,

and the Worcestershire County Couneil Planning Department, Plans for
environmental improvements were drawn up and meetings were held in Hey, 1970
with the general public to discuss the planning future of the ares and in
July, 1970 to discuss the proposed general improvement area, An exhibition
lasting a week was arronged with the Hinistry of Housing and Loesl
Government and two caravans were loaned by the Uinistry so that informetion
could be given on bathroon conversion. IWo huts were set out as display
roons to show pleans of environmental inprovements snd to displey e nodel
of gre of the suggested schemes. By the end of 1970, 180 out of the 220
houses in the Hill & Cakemore area hod been inspeoted and it is proposed
to subrdt the scheme to the Couneil for the area to be deelared eerly in
1971, Although emphasis was placed on the Hill & Cakezore Ioprovenent area
further inspections were nade throughout the year in connection with the
Cradley Aotion Ares No.3 and out of 267 houses (including 44 Council houses)
in this zrea 80 have been inspected.

Ipprovenent grants

Standerd grants

applications 1 grants enount ~ nuaber of houses

| received approved | pald refused  paid tenanted giiﬁ;ied
196, 66 pyte ndf eger soa 5,500 3 35
i3065 | 39 g 38 - 4,737 2 30
1966 = 38 2 23 - | 3,857 3 20
[2967 Ak L2 23 - 5,273 5 18
11968 | 50 Kl I SR P T e 33
11969 46 36 39 - 6,014 15 2L
1970 | 49 - W 4 | 7,122 9 31
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Repair and paintenance of dwellings:
Cooplaints of disrepair have been deslt with a3 follows:-

Inforoal notices requiring work to be carried out 22
Statutory notices (Seotion 33 Public Health Act, 1936)
requiring repair work to be corried cut 25
WATER SUPFLY

The water supply te the Borough is froo boreholes at Churehill and at
Hagley, and froo the Hayley Green Works which is fed frou the
Birninghan Corporation Elan Aqueduet, A1l supplies are satisfoetery
both in guality and quantity end sre not subjeet to plumbo solvency

Only the Hayley Green Works supply showed any oezsursble ampunt of
flunride, the supply being affeeted by the intreduetion of fluoride hy
Birminghsn Coarporation Weter Deportoent. The aversge fluoride content
for the year was 0,85 p,p.o,

A1l the houses in the Borough sre supplied direct from the public meins,
During 1970 the following senples of woter were token:-

Churchill Puuping Statiom £l raw 50 ghlerinated
Hagley Punping Station 51 raw 50 ghlorinated
Hayley Green Works 52 rom 52 chlorinated

Seven samples of raw weter freom the Heyley Green Works contained eoliflorn
bacteria, 4ll other samples, however, were satisfactory both biologiecally
ard chepicelly.

Fifty two senples taken direct fron the service uain at the Fire Statiom,
Hogley Road, were also satisfactory as were ten token at Waxlend Hoed.
The chemical results are os folluws:i-

Vexland Ropd  Fire Station

perts per oillion

elkalinity (CacQ) 102 110
chlorides (Cl) 21,2 21,1
annoniecel nitrogen (1) trace trace
albuninoid nitrogen (i) L0l trace
oxidised nitrogen (i) 5.5 6.0
oxygen absorbed (3 hr. ot 27°¢) »16 .18
teoporery hardness 102 101
pernenent herdness 69 69






authorities surcharged sewers in the logul Lane area where there has been sone
cases of flooding in recent years,

Sewage disposal

The Authority Freehold Treatoent Works ct Lye, provides trestnent for o
paxizun of mine oillicn gellons per doy., The Works wes comnissioned in
dugust, 1967 end is producing effluent of a very high standard. This has
relieved the previous overloaded condition at the adjacent Caledonie
Works a&s well zs providing a ueessure of relief st the Whittington Hell and
Whittington House Sewoge Farn, Sewage froo the Borough iz now oainly
treated et the Freehold Works elthough there is still sone flow to the
Galedonie and the Whittington Sewage Parn.

The Drednage Authority heve considered a conprehensive report with o 25

year prograonne of trunk sever construotion snd extensions to the sewer

works. Their consulting engineers hove prepared g detziled schene which

is now awaiting Ministry epproval and it is anticipated that tenders will

be invitéd later in 1971, The schene includes the following cepital works

at o total estinated cost of £2,300,000:-

(a) 2100% extension to the Freehold Sewege Treatnent Works ot Lye,

(b) 54" and 27" dia. trunk sewers in the Stour Valley between Lye and
Dunns Bapk,

(e) 21" intercepting sewer Tron Hayley Green to the Freehold Works,

(d) Jludge puaping scation and twin 8" dia rising neins froo the
Freehold Works to the Roundhill Works,

(e) Modern Sludge Disposal Plant at Roundhill Works.

FOOD MANURLCTURE, PREPAR.TION ..ND DISTRIBUTICHN

Routine inspections of £11 food prexises ineluding cafes, restaurants,
canteens, retail shops and wholesale previses were carried out throughout
the yeary The frequency of inspections of cny particulsar prenises
depended upon the type of trade earried out, the strueture of the prenises
end the efficieney of food handling staff,

The storage and stoock control at retail shops of vorious perishable foods
wos cerefully watehed during the year, .4 nupber of cooplaints are received
every year which caon be sttributed directly to insuffiecient attention to
stock rotation. It is essential that the naxdn "first in, first out" is
elways followed in food storage,

an investigation Was carried out during the year infto the sale and storoge
of yogurt in retail shops, following a successful prosecution ogeinst a
retailer who spld a yugurt 10 doys after the last dote of sale regonnended
by the panufacturers, It wos found thet although the leading brands of
yogurt are coded either to indicate the date of oamufacure orf the last date
of its shelf 1ife, oony reteilers were ignorant of the neaning of the code
ond were prepored to leowe the rotation of their stocks of yogurt to the
=0 =






oould on apple squares

mould on epple pie

foreign notter un bacon
insect in brezd loaf
fernentation in oineral water
mould on pork pie (2 complaints)
opould on beef patties

sour yogurt

hair in sausage roll

oetal in stewed steak

pould on chocolate roll
foreign uaterial in pork pie
nould on cheese

blown yogurt carton

The nuober of cooplaints involving food which are brought to the departnent
is thought %o be e soall proportiuvn of the total nupber of incidents
Which oceur, The public are encoursged to enguire sbout any fuod which
they think is not up to the usual standard and all conplaints are
thoroughly investigated, not necessarily to prepare for legal proceedings,

but pricarily to prevent a pussible recurrence,

Sanpling of food and drugs

2l sanples of food were subnitted to the Publie dnalyst during the yeor
for chemical analysis. The sanpling progranne was designed to cover as
far as possible the whole range of food normally purchased by the house-
wife, with special attention being given to new and locally produced
products, The Tollowing 21 sanples were reported a8 unsatisfactoryi=
stewed steak with gravy (2 samples) - low neat content product; brought

choe dates

pork sausage

pork sausage

bitter lemon drink

bitter lemon drink (2 sauples)

up to stonderd after consultations
with panufecturer,

= goating on dates was not real
chotolate; product re-=naned by
nenufacturers,

= 1loW neat content; product re-naped
as sicply "sausage',

= low neat content; folluw-up sanple
satisfactory after advice given to
nanufacturer,

= gonteined prohibited oyclanntes;
stock withdrawn froo sale.

- contained prohibited coyelanstes; stock
should have been withdrawn by retailer
at beginning of year but due to nis-
understanding the cans were still on
sale; all stocks were later withdrsan,.

- 30 -
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The Halesowen No,30 Saoke Control Order cane into operstion in June 1970
end represented the first real progress into the northern sector of the
Borough., This order included 305 dwellings, 3 conoercial and 4 other
premses and covered 139 ecres. Even though cll cwners ond occupiers
coneerned Were notified in writing cbout the confirnetion and operative
date of the order sone confusion arcse due to reports in the press of
sodke sontrol orders being suspended but eventually the position wos
clarified,

In addition to No,30 Smoke Control Order beconing cverative and Ho.32
Sndce Control Order being nade, the Holesowen Ne.33 Szolke Control Order,
which covers sume 1,100 dwellings in the tuwn centre was appruved by the
Publie Health and Licensing Conndttee and should be confirmed in 1971,

In orders before the Halesowen No,3l Sucke Control Order, work in
counoil houses has been carried out by the local authority's contractors
working under the superwision of the officers of the depsrioent with the
tenant being offered a linited choice of eppliances, For the No,3l
Spoke Control Order the policy was altered and the tenents were trected
in the sane woy os private househelders and allowed to carry out work
and plain grent on any type of approved sppliance; the only provise was
that the appliances should repein if the tenent leaves the house,

The following figures shuw the progress achieved by Decenber, 1970:-

Emoclze control progromme
e dwellings ACTES

covered by orders cperstive or confirned
at 31st Decenber, 1970 9,649 3,327

orders becouing cperative during 1971 1,693 282

estineted addition covercd Wy orders to
be pade during 1571 2,342 358

final cbjestives fur vhole of the
Borough 18,995 59257

Sncke control orders confirned by the Hinister of Housing and Local
Governnent/Secretary of State for the Enwvironnent at the end of 1570 ;-

operative

order dnte dwellings acreage
Lapel No,1 Kov. 1961 489 g2
Highfields io.,l Dot, 1361 93 5
Howley Grange No.l Jan, 1962 375 37
Central No,1 Hov, 1962 57 5
Centrel No.2 Huv, 1962 1k 2

N
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Fh#eploce conversions in smoke eontrol are (pernentages)

Snoke control order ges electricity :::H:Elnm nil
B . fuel i
NHo.18 (operative date 1,10,63) 2 9 83 -
!na.zs " ® 1,320,687 | B3 3 3 -
No.28 ¥ m 1,868 | 56.5 5 38 0u5
Illndﬂ . L 1-6-?0 L7aT 18,7 3!'_5-6 -
Hol 31 " L e | 67 18 _ 15 -
Noo32 " e yTerl €5 18 17 -

INDUSTRIAL LIR POLLUTICH

The threatened shortage of solid sockeless fuel which affected the
donestioc progranne also nede its presence felt, but to & snaller extent,
in the industrial field, and one snall non-ferrcous foundry converted
their ocoke fired erucible furnaces to oil, Towards the end of the year
the operators of two traditicnal cupclas appreoached the West Hidlands
Gas Board with a view to converting their ocupoles to perticl gas firing,
This conversion not only results in the replacement of scoe 455 of the
coke but elso gives sone of the adventages of the hot blast cupola in
that an inerease on cutput of sone 2% is said to be obteined. There is
also @& greater degree of control of the nclt,

afterburners heve for sone tioe been used in a soall way tu control
enissions of coobustible nateriel fron cupolas, inkeeping with troods in
other aodern equipnent where coobustible fuues fron the plent are led

beck through the conbustion sree before being passed to atnosphers,

During 1970 & problen was encountered where it was felt that this solution
could be spplied. The problen wos oil fune being enitted firon a tenpering
furnace where nuts and bolts which had been previcusly quenched in oil
were trested. .s the heat treatient of the nuts end bolts is oritical
(tioe and temperature) it was not felt that leading the funes beck through
the coobustion chanber would be satisfaetory as this ecould interfere with
the conbustion process giving rise to fluetunticns in teoperature, a8 the
furnasee itself was goas fired the industrial section of the West Midland
Gas Board was approached end eventunlly an air blast injector type burner
%as installed into the stack serving the furnace. The burner is in use
vnly for epproxinately 15 pinutes esch hour when the oil funes ere endtted
and the Gas Boord estiuate thet the fuue is reduced by approxiantely 75%.

This latter problen typifies the ones vhich are now being inereasingly
encountered, Previous difficulties of socke cnd other enisaions fron
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voller plent have lergely given way to enissions by cther industrial
processes, The solid fuel boiler has been in the nein superseded by those
fired by gos or oil and although these are frequently poorly oaintained
they still appear to cperste recsonebly satisfacturily eand enissions, which
are in any case rare, are usually of short durstion and quickly put right.
The publie sre now rightly expecting 2 higher atandard of environnental
pollution control, and cooplaints are nade uuch nure often of nore obscure
types of polluticn, the swuree of which is not slways ubvious, In sope
types of process we need betier nethods of peasurdng enissions and precise
regulati ons which define acceptable levels of enission. The existing
nuisance provisions of the Public Health Let 1936 cre unwieldy end largely
unworkable,

4. lthough the peesurenent froo industrial processes ngy present problens
the neoswrenent of sooke and EDE in the etaosphere has continued ot the
two stations in the Borough and the results cre shown on the acconpanying
graphs, .4s cen be seen the general levels of smoke and SDE are steadily
deqreasing.

The use of British Stenderd deposit gouges is generally litdted to
monitoring enissions fron particular scurces, such as fuundries, but the
results received are only rarely of any wolue, This is painly due to the
necessity to lesmve the gouge vut for four weeks ond ony deposit could have
been o soall steady epission, or two or three relatively heavy epdasions
and it is hoped thet during 1971 a nore sueccessful nesns of nonitoring
fall-cut ean be devised and implenented,

NOISE CONTROL

The problen of noise econtinued during 1970 but was dominsted by conplaints
of noise fron a newly opened sectiom of the Hidland link notorway systen,
The Public Health Departnent has no direct responsibility for traffic nolase
control but the covuneil had planned to build houses next to the potorway
and it was decided thnt ncise lewels should be taken to decide upon the
suitability of the site,

Relatively 1little inforuntion was available on either the actual npeasurenent
of the traffic noise or on the interpretation of sound level readings. it
first sight it =zlso appeered that the egquipnent that the deparinment pos=
sessed would not be suitable to obtain the readings whieh would be neceassry.
However, after careful consideration of the problen, o nethod was decided
upcn whereby, using only the existing equippent, nenned 24 hours per aoy,
figures mwould be available to use the three pain eriteria for ossossing
traffic nuise, i,e., the traffic noise index, the noise pollution level,
and the criteris recomnmended in The Wilson Counittee Report cn Noise, Four
separate 24 hour periods were considered, each beginning =t 12,00 noon dn
the one day and finishing at 12,00 nuon the following dey. The four periods
were nid-week; Friday-Saturday; Saturday-Sundey and Sunday-Monday. Two sets
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of readings, each for the full 24 hours, were token fur each period,

The operation took up a considercble ancunt of tine but great interest
was showm in the project by both the television networks and by other
local suthorities and in porticular plenning departnents, 48 & result
of the gperation it was decided thet one site was not to be used for
housing development and o building line was suggested for the other site,

With the expeoted expansion of work on noise and the 1lindtations of the
existing apparatus which the motorway exereise highlighted, considerction
has been given to the purchase of a2 precision instrunent nenely the Bruel
and Kjeer 2204 Sound Level leler ond decconstrations of this equipnent were
arrenged, 48 & result it was decided to buy this equipnent and the
necessary anount was included in the fineneial estinates for 1971/72.

Other novise problens during the yemr, in the mein, fullowed the pattern
of uther Years in that the conplaint mos frequently of ncise at night
froo industrial prenises,

GIVIC .MENITIES 4CT, 1967

dbandoned wehicles

Lpbandoned wehicles cre recoved by o privote contrector who mekes no
charge, Many of the wvehioles removed ore pars of which .nly the body
shell and a few parts remain, aotion was tsken to renove L0 vehicles
ﬁlfriug 1970 of which 13 were taken mray by the coatractor,

REFUSE COLLECTION .ND DISPOS.L

Early in 1970 the refuse collection service was re-organised, Vork

study techniques were enployed and o bonus schene based on a volue for
individuel rosds was brought into vperation, The teans were reduced fron
six (four of five nen and two of four nen) to five, five nan teans, .t
the sane tioe the arecs were recrganised on the work study value basis and
& separate tean comprising twu nen enployed on the refuse tip wes set up
to deal with all 11 cu. yd. contoiners; this neant increasing by cne nan
the nuober of nen employed on the refuse tip., The total deduction in the
labour farce wes two uen and allowing fur en average bonus of 458, provided
an anmial reduction in wazes of £750. The schene has been operating since
Januery, 1970 and has proved successful fron every point of view,

Fapilities for householders to dispose of surplus refuse are provided by
siting 10 ou. yd, containers at the refuse tip and twe cutlying sites in
the Borough, Difficulties have been encountered cainly on the refuse tip
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