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The hospitals used by the inhabitants of the Borough are the
hospitals in the City of Birmingham, the Corbett Hospital, Amble-
cote, and the Guest Hospital, Dudley. Maternity cases go to the
Mary Stevens Maternity Home, Stourbridge, and the Lucy Baldwin
Maternity Home, Stourport. Infectious cases were conveyed to
hospital by one of the itwo ambulances operated until the 5th July
by the North Worcestershire Joint Iso'ation Hospital Board, from
the hospital at Hayley Green,

(c) Nursing in the Home.

The Worcestershire County Council are the Maternity and
Child Welfare Authority for the district. They have also arranged
a ‘ Home Help’ service in conjunction with the W.V.S.

(dj Tuberculosis,

Up to July S5th, the work was carried out by the County
Council, since then the work has been done by the same doctors
through arrangements between the Worcestershire County Council
and the Birmingham Regional Hospital Board.

The Tuberculosis Dispensary is held every Thursday at No.
14, Laure] Lane, Halesowen, at 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

The Tuberculosis Pavilion at Hayley Green Isolation Hospital
consists of a block containing 19 beds for males.

(e) Infectious Disease.

The cases of infectious disease are admitted to the North
Worcestershire Joint Isolation Hospital, situated at Hayley Green,
Halesowen. This hospital is recognised by the General Nursing
Council as a Training School for Fever Nurses.

Since the 5th July this hospital has been transferred to the
Birmingham Regional Hospital Board and the day to day ad-
ministration of the hospital now comes under Group 17, Dudley,
Stourbridge & District Hospital Group, Birmingham Region.

(f) Clinics and Treatment Cenires.

School Clinics, Infant Welfare Centres and Ante-Natal sessions
are provided by the County Council. There are three centres,
namely: Cradley, Halesowen and Hill and Cakemore. The district

is well catered for.

SECTION C.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
WATER.

The water supplied to the Borough is a constant supply
satisfactory in quality. Except as regard an area at Hayley Green
where the pressure is low when there is a heavy demand, the
quantity is always sufficient to meet any need. Steps are being
taken to deal with the problem mentioned.
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Contamination at source is dealt with by sterilisation and
treatment at source. Contamination en route, from burst or
damaged mains, is safeguarded against by emergency chlorination
on the site.

The waters are not liable to plumbo-solvency but regular tests
are made.

The extensions of water mains during 1948 in the Borough
were as follows: —

Locality Dia. of main Length laid in yards

Hasbury Farm Housing Site .. e g 167

4" 662
Fatherless Bam Site ... .. 4" 385

6" 190
Blackberry Lane .. s W 518
Manor Lane & Bromsgrove Road 6” 392
Victoria Road, Blackheath il s 123

The number of houses in the Borough is 11,472 and of these
11,460 are supplied with mains water. Included in the latter total
are approximately 769 houses which have taps outside the house,
usually in the wash house adjacent.

The depariment is indebted to R. A. Robertson, Esq., B.Sc.,
M.Inst.C.E., Enginzer-in-Chief to the South Staffordshire Water-
works Company for most of the information on the water supply.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

There is a dual system of sewers in the district the surface
water being collected separately from the foul wastes. With the
exceplion of isolated dwellings and the group of houses at Illey,
most of the premises in the Borough are connected to a sewer.
The main sewers are maintained by the Upper Stour Valley Main
Sewerage Board.

The sewage is treated by broad irrigation on farm lands at
Whittington, near Kinver, where an area of 650 acres is utilised
for this purpose.

Work is in progress for the construction of sedimentation tanks,
filter beds, humus tanks, sludge digestion tanks and drying beds,
pumping stations and accessory plant to treat a portion of the flow
going to Whittington, and to provide for increase in population in
the Board’s area. In addition, approval has been given by the
Ministry of Health for the construction of storm water tanks and
additional sewers at Belle Vale.

PUBLIC CLEANSING AND TRANSPORT.

The removal and disposal of refuse, the collection of salvage
and the maintenance of Corporation vehicles is carried out under
the supervision of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.
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INCIDENCE AND SEVERITY OF DIPHTHERIA.

Percentage of
children under

Total Mortality Immunised Children 15 years
Year Cases Deaths Rate Cases Deaths Immunised
19329 11 - — — —_— _—
1940 10 1 10.0 o ot 21.49
1941 37 1 2.7 1 — 57.0
1942 30 | 3.33 5] — 65.9
1943 45 2 4. 44 8 — 76.17
1944 40 3 7.5 17 - 76.31
1045 30 1 3.33 18 — 76.25
1946 33 1 3.03 20 — 78.7
1947 6 = — 4 = 81.4
1948 1 — — L = 82.0

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

Free diphtheria immunisation has been provided by the
Borough Council since 1935. The response by the parents is
good. An immunisation session is held monthly at Cradley,
Halesowen, and Hill and Cakemore, at the following times and

laces: —
- Tenter Street Clinic, Halesowen: 1st Wednesday each month,
2.15 pm.—3.30 p.m.
Cradley Infant We'fare Clinic: 2nd Thursday each month,
2.15 p.m.—3.30 p.m,
Hill Top School Clinic, Long Lane, Hill & Cakemore: 3rd
Tuesday each month, 2.15 p.m.—3.30 p.m.

Reinforcing doses are also given at these clinics, and where
necessary extra sessions are arranged at the schools,

After the 5th July this year, this work became the responsi-
bility of the County Council and we continue to carry on these
clinics on their behalf.

I wish to acknowledge the help I have a'ways received from
Dr. Eileen Bulmer, and the County [;\Iurses, also the Head Teachers
and their staffs for their willing co-operation.

The percentages of the child population immunised at 3lst
December, 1948, were: —

MO 5 VEATE ooiiiriimons D98
B e i 96.5
Estimated mid-year populatmn 1948, bemg -
Under 5 years .. .~ 3,528
5—15 years . . 5,391

The numbers of chlldren treated m I'EHB were as follows: —

Primary Treatment Supplementary Treatment
Completed Injected Completed Injected

Linder 5 years ... 532 1,084 12 12
L L PR | | 70 586 289
563 1,154 598 601

e
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3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year: —
(a) Procezdings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936: —

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring repairs nil
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were
rendered fit afier service of formal notices: —

(a) By Owners S T nil
(b) By Local Aulhorlty in default of
T S e i nil

(b) ‘Proceedings under Public Health Acts: —

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring defects
to be remedied e s 111

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices: —

R L R R 110
(b) By Local Authority in default of me,rs nil

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housting Act, 1936.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made .. ¢

(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in

pursuance of Demolition Orders .. 4
(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Hausmg
Act, 1936: —

(1) Number of =eparaie tenements or under-
ground rooms In respect of which Closing
Orders were made .. SL BT her ek nil
(2) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were determined, the tenement or
room having been rendered fit ... ... nil
4. Housing Act, 1936, Part IV—Overcrowding: —
No detailed figures are available as to the extent
of overcrowding.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD DISTRIBUTION
MILK SUPPLY.

Most of the milk retailed in the Borough is heat treated and
very little raw milk is consumed. By far the largest amount of
trade is done by three large dairy firms, one of which operates a
very efficient heat treatment plant in the Borough.
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quite a considerable number are reared by householders. Most
of these pigs are inspected and are usually found to be healthy.

Food generally is inspected in the shops and markets, and
the cleanliness and quality was satisfactory.

The list of foodstuffs found to be unfit for consnmption is given
below . Most of this was voluntary notified to the department for
surrender,

MEAT.

4 Heads (pig) (tuberculosis)

6 Lungs (pig) (tuberculosis)

2 Liver (pig) (hepatitis)

1 Lung (pig) (strongylus paradoxus)
8 Lungs (pig) (pneumonia)

| Carcase (pig) (swine erysipelas)
5 Kidneys (pig) (nephritis)

3 Heads (pig) (abscess)

1 Pluck (pig) (tuberculosis)

1 Mesentry (pig) (tuberculosis)

1 Liver (pig) (tuberculosis)

438 lbs. Beef (bone taint)

60 Ibs. Rabbit (decomposition)

OTHER FOODS.
Various Tinned Foods 1,414 tins Prunes .. Lo B |35
Carrots w27 Ibs. P e 70 1bs.
BEREE Iy Vst DB 4 lbs. Cheese .. St 7 -
00T (— w2 Ibs. Bacon ... w42 Ths.
Marmalade ... et 14 Tha.

FOOD PREPARATION AND DISTRIBUTION.

A great deal of time was spent in visiting bakehouses, shops,
cafes, canteens and other premises where food is handled.

The premises were usually found to be satisfactory although
minor repairs were called for from time to time, In carrying out
inspections stress is always directed to discovering and eliminating
faulty methods. However careful the inspection, there must always
be potential danger when there are in the aggregate a large number
of persons handling food in premises which are more often adapted
tather than designed for the purpose for which they are used.
Education of everyone handling food is very necessary because acts
and omissions wil' continually occur, if the worker does not dis-
tinctly understand how food infections arise.
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three samples were taken from different suppliers, all of whom used
the cold mix product of a particular firm. Each vendor claimed to
have made up the mix according to the manufacturer’s directions.
One sample had a fat content of 1.69, the second 4.49, and the
third 7.29,. The makers of the cold mix powder in question claim
that if the correct quantity of water is added in accordance with
their instructions, the fimished mix will have a fat content of
approximately 79 and this claim has been verified. As the only
substance to be added to a comp’ete cold mix powder is water, it
is clear that some makers of ice-cream take unfair advantage. both
of the public and of their competitors by using a higher ratio of
water to powder than is desirable or necessary.

Results of the chemical analysis of ice-cream samples were as
follows : —

No. of Samples Fat Content 9
20 ikl — &
10 3.1 — 5
6 Bl —7
10 7.1 —I10

Samples from individual refail suppliers varied considerably
in fat content and two examples are given below: —

Supplier * A’ Supplier * B’
Date Fat Content °, Date Fat Content 9,
29. 6.48 3.07 30. 3.48 8.8
25. 8.48 2.9 25. 8.48 0.1
14. 9.48 2.4 12.10.48 2.8
12.10.48 5.0 3.11.48 4.6
3.11.48 4.8 18.11.48 3.5

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

The extent of the atmospheric pollution in the Borough is
probably much less than in many adjacent areas and when staff
difficulties are easier, it is proposed to form some assessment by
installing three deposit gauges, four lead peroxide instruments and
a combined smoke fi'ter and volumetric sulphur di-oxide apparatus,

It was not possible to do much work on this problem during
1948 although complaints were investigated as they arose. It is
known that there is some pollution from chimneys of industrial
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FACTORIES.

Inspections of factories were carried out as frequently as
possible and inspections were in general comprehensive, taking in
such items as sanitary conveniences, canteens, examination of fuel
burning plant, presence or otherwise of rats, discharge of any
pollution into adjacent water courses.

In connection with the means of escape in case of fire twelve
certificates were issued during the year,

PETROLEUM (CONSOLIDATION) ACT, 1928.

During 1948 there were eighty-nine licences issued for the
storage of petroleum spirit, and four licences for the storage ol
calcium carbide. Several additional petrol tanks were installed,
usually at small garages and these were examined during installation.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

The public cleansing service maintained by the Public Health
Department inciudes in its scope the collection and disposal ol
domestic and trade refuse and the collection and disposal of
salvageable material. Street cleansing, gulley emptying and snow
removal are dealt with by the Highways Department under the
supervision of the Borough Surveyor, Mr. T. W. Tivey, M.I.M.E.

Two sites for tipping are owned by the Corporation, but for
various reasons only one, that situated off Stourbridge Road, was
used during 1948. The tip, most of which is visible from the main
road running alongside and which is very close to houses, is care-
fully controlled. As the work of tipping proceeds all refuse is
covered with fine ashes, waste moulding sand or earth. Exposed
faces of the tip are covered at the end of the day’'s work and during
week-ends with heavy tarpaulin sheets,

Household refuse is collected in modern specially designed
freighters, four of which have a capacity of seven cubic yards and
one of ten cubic yards. The latter vehicle has a large cab which
accommodates the loaders as well as the driver, It is hoped that
this fitting will become a standard feature of refuse vehicles.

Associated with refuse collection is the collection of paper, rags
and metal. These are subsequently sorted and in the case of paper
and rags baled and returned to industry. Trailers are attached to
the refuse freighters, and salvage which is kept separate from the
refuse is collected in this way. A separate salvage collection is
made from shops, factories and offices,

Kitchen waste is also collected separately from canteens, from
the communal bins still in the streets, and from domestic premises
in certain areas. Most of the communal bins have been replaced
by individual containers and by the end of 1948, 800 of these had
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MAYORAL CAR.
1 Austin 16,

SURVEYOR'S DEPARTMENT.
1 Austin truck.
2 Bedford trucks.
1 Morris truck.
1 Ford van.
1 Karrier gully emptier.
3 Motor mowers.
1 Vauxhall car.

The repair depot and garages are adapted buildings and un-
suilable for their purpose. Consideration will need to be given to
the establishment of a modern depot in the near future.

GENERAL COMMENT.

This report is intended to show the general scope of the work
of the Public Health Department and so far as possible to indicate
some of the results. Opportunity is also taken to suggest the
direction in which it is considered that further work might profitably
be performed,

The least important part of the report is that which shows (he’
number of inspections carried out. The figures are to a large
extent meaningless except to the Department. What is important
is the way in which the inspections are done, and the results which,
are achieved. An inspector may on one day pay a single visit but
may achieve much more than on another when twenty visits are
made.

The work of a public health department should involve not
only the investigation and remedy of day to day complaints and
other routine duties, but should also embrace research into many
problems which are relevant to the living and working conditions
of the community.

To help in understanding some of the technical aspects of the
report, the practice is continued of submitting an appendix with
explanatory notes.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.
ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

The discharge of smoke, dust, grit etc., into the air constitutes
atmospheric pollution. Much pollution is associated with industry
but the domestic chimney also con.ributes no small share. A great
deal of it is preventable but the legal sections dealing with this
subject are so difficult to apply that the development of civic
consciousness and co-operation by indusiry are the most valuable
weapons to use.
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ICE-CREAM.

Ice-cream varies considerably in the way it is made and in
what it contains. At present it only rarely contains any milk and
various substitutes are used to enable it to contain any fat at all.
For various reasons there is at the present time no legal standard
of quality.

The Ministry of Health have prescribed a standard of bacterial
cleanliness and this is referred to in the report on ice-cream. Most
of the ice-cream made by small manufacturers is made by adding
water to a complete co'd-mix powder, mixing and freezing. In the
case of large manufacturers the process usually consists of mixing
the raw materials, pasteurisation, homogenization, cooling, freezing
and hardening.

MILK.

Milk is usually sold in bottles but it may be sold loose. The
serious objections to the sale of loose milk are obvious. Milk so'd
in bottles may be ‘ raw ’ i.e. not treated in any other way than by
being cooled or it may be described by one of several designations.
The following are brief particulars: —

(1) PASTEURISED MILK.
Milk heated to a temperature below boiling point, and

subsequently cooled, the process being carried out under
carefully controlled conditions, The treatment ensures
destruction of any organisms which might give rise te
disease and which might be present in the milk.

(2) TUBERCULIN TESTED MILK.
Milk from cows which are periodically tested and found
to be free from tuberculosis and certain other conditions.
If tuberculin tested milk is subsequently pasteurised, it is
then described as Tuberculin tested (Pasteurised).

(3) ACCREDITED MILK. :
Milk from cows which are periodically examined (but not

tuberculin-tested) and which appear to be free from
tuberculosis and certain other conditions.

These designated milks must be produced under satisfactory
conditions and are so'd to the public in sealed bottles marked with
the appropriate designations. * Sterilized * milk denotes milk which
has been heated to a high temperature and rendered free from all
bacteria. The process results in significant changes in the milk
and affects its food wvalue.

MILK QUALITY.

There is a legal standard below which milk must not normallv
fall. It is that milk shall contain not less than 3.09 butter fat
and 8.59, solids other than butter fat.
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