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Council House,

Halesowen.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Halesowen.

Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Harrison and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my report on the health of the Borough of
Halesowen for the year 1945.

On tae whole, the health of the district continues to be satisfactory.
There were 386 deaths, an increase of 37 on the previous year, but
the death rate of 10.42 per thousand is below the average of 11.4 for
England and Wales. The birth rate for 1945 shows a decline from
20.9 to 18.44, but the live births exceed the deaths by 297.

There were 30 cases of diphtheria compared with 40 for the
previous year, with one death. Scarlet fever cases also showed a welcome
decline, 32 cases as against 70 in 1944. Measles showed a marked
increase, general throughout the country, there were 565 cases notified
in the Borough with two deaths.

There were several changes in staff in the Public Health Depart-
ment. Mr. E. Lea, who had been the Chief Sanitary Inspector for 15
years, resigned to take up a business career. Mr. A. Archer was appointed
Acting Chief Sanitary Inspector in October and his appointment as
Chief Sanitary Inspector was confirmed in January, 1946. Miss M. L
Duggan passed the examination of the Royal Sanitary Institute and
Sanitary Inspectors Examination Joint Board and was appointed an
Additional Sanitary Inspector in November. Miss ]. Price was appoin
my clerk in succession to Miss Duggan.

I would like to thank the Chairman and Members of the Public
Health Committee for their support and help. I wish also to convey
my grateful appreciation to the Members of the Public Health Depart- -
ment, especially to the Chief Sanitary Inspector, Miss Duggan and
Miss Price for willing help. Mr. Archer and I would also like to thank
Ms. Monk, the County Analyst and his staff for help in matters
concerning sampling and for bacteriological reports.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

R. L. CORLETT,
Medical Officer of Health,



SECTION A.
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

T GE Al THE IEERICE 05 . b ei o biienmesn e sssorwasanansnsnnen 5,247 acres
L S R R L 31,058
D R T L e R S N 37,030
Rateable value, November, 1945 ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiniinnnnn, £154,697
The sum represented by a penny rate ..................c.ceees £586/13/10

The District is bounded on the north by the Borough of Rowley
Regis, on the east partly by the Borough of Oldbury and partly by the
City and County Borough of Birmingham, on the south by the Rural
District of Bromsgrove, and on the west partly by the Borough of
Stourbridge and partly by the Urban District of Brierley Hill.

It is approximately 7 miles from the Birmingham City Centre,
borders and is easily accessible for industrial purposes to the Black
Country, but fortunately, however, forms part of the northern area of
the beautiful County of Worcester. It is, therefore, partly industrial,
partly residential, and partly agricultural. We are very favourably
situated from the point of view of further industrial and housing
development, and the town is capable of being made into a beautiful
one. The prevailing wind comes from the rural belt surrounding the
Borough.

Prior to the War, the growth of the district was very rapid. The
number of houses in 1921 was 5.843; in 1931 was 7,324; in 1935 was
9,324; in 1936 was 9,700; in 1937 was 10,201; in 1938 was 10,586
and in 1939 was 10,909. The Council have erected 1,844 houses.

The principal industries are brickmaking, button manufacture,
fireclay and terracotta; chain and spike making; tube and tube fittings;
steel making; gun barrel making; bicycles; perambulators; iron casting,
shoe, heel and tip making; wall tie making; spelter refining; coal
mining, and electrical work.

VITAL STATISTICS. BIRTHS.

(a) Live Births. M. F. Total
Legitimate ....... A Sl S e T e
1L ETTTT AT 12 12 24
358 325 (83
(b) Still Births. M. F. Total
| bl T 1 e 1 s 8 ek 19
PESIALE — 5 — i —
11 8 19
Birth. Rate per 1,000 estimated resident population ............... 18.44

Birth Rate for England and Wales ..........icciviunaiivininnnnen. 16.1
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SECTION B.
General Provision of Health Services in the Area

(1) PuBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS.
The Staff of the Public Health Department is given on page 3.

(ii) (a) LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The work is carried out at the Worcester County Laboratory by
the County Analyst.

(ii) (b) AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

The Council provide two ambulances for conveying non-infectious
patients to and from hospital. During the year, 2,551 cases were
transported to and from hospital, the total distances travelled being
30,016 miles.

The General Hospitals used by the inhabitants of the Borough
being the Birmingham Hospitals, the Corbetr Hospital, Amblecote, Nr.
Stourbridge, and the Guest Hospital, Dudley.

Infectious diseases cases are conveyed by one of the two ambulances
belonging to the North Worcestershire Joint Isolation Hospital Board.

(1i) (c) NURSING IN THE HOME.
Three Nursing Associations at present operate in the district.

The County Council are the Maternity and Child Welfare
Authority for the district.

(i1) (d) TUBERCULOSIS.
The work is carried out by the County Council.

The Tuberculosis Dispensary is held every Friday at No. 14, Laurel
Lane, Halesowen at 3 pm. to 5 pm.

The Tuberculosis Pavilion at the North Worcestershire Joint
Isolation Hospital at Hayley Green, consists of a block containing 19

beds for males.

{11) (e) INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The cases of infectious disease are admitted to the North
Worcestershire Joint Isolation Hospital, situated at Hayley Green,
Halesowen.

(i1) (f) CLiINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

School Clinics, Infant Welfare Centres, and Ante-Natal sessions
ar;‘fm'vided by the County Council. There are three centres, namely :
Eo ley, Halesowen and Hill and Cakemore. The district is well catered

r.
9






Rilierone DlittogEn (INIErares) ... ...ccoooioivhanrmmsnsmnsaenanss ...None
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at 27° C ........cccceiniivinnnnn, 0.013
B T s s e ey e e None detected
BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION.

Number of Colonies developing upon Agar

O days gt 577 C L e Nil per one m.L
Bthon three days at 22° G o nnn 2 per one m.l
Coli-aerogenes (Presumptive Coli) Count ......... Nil per 100 m.L
Tl soein s e RN TR R D Absent
B. Typhosus and B. Dysentery ..................... Nil per 500 m.L
Opinion: — The sample is fit for drinking.

The question of plumbo-solvency has not arisen and in view of the
quality of the supply it is not likely to occur. The Waterworks Engineer
has periodic samples taken to exclude the possibility of plumbo-solvency.

The total number of houses in the Borough is 10,909. The Water-
works Company supply 10,893 houses of which 769 have taps either
outside or in out-houses. These 769 houses are supplied by 570 taps.

A total length of approximately 1,400 lineal yards of mains were
laid irr the Borough during 1945 in sizes ranging from 3in. to 6in. in
diameter, the locations being Dog Kennel Lane, Blackberry Lane,
Vicarage Road, Lapal Lane and at Beecher Road housing site.

We know of 16 houses supplied other than from the public mains,
supplying approximately 60 people.

During the course of the year, 9 samples of water were taken from
wells and springs, and as result of this the water supply to 6 houses

was found to be unfit. Action to couple these houses with the main
supply is being taken and will be dealt with in next year's report.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.,

j}ewage is dealt with by the Upper Stour Valley Main Drainage
Board.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

This branch of the work is under the supervision of the Senior
Sanitary Inspector and will be dealt with in his report.

SECTION D.
HOUSING.

Housing work is referred to in the report of the Chief Sanitary
Inspector.

SECTION E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Details of this work will be found in the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s
Report.
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INCIDENCE AND SEVERITY OF DIPHTHERIA,

Y ear Total Deaths Mortality Immunised Children  Percentage of
Cases Rate Cases Deaths  children under 15
years immunised

19561 ... 3l 3 10.0 — — —_

L T R 3 20.0 — - —

1938 ... 42 1 8.33 —_— — .

1959 502 1] TR == - s =

1940 ... 1) 1 10.0 — — 21.49

1941 o 058 1 2.7 1 — ol

1942 =50 30 1 3.33 5 — 65.9

1943 ... 45 2 4.44 8 —- 76.17

1944 ... 40 3 7.5 17 — 76.31

1945050 30 1 3.33 18 — 76.25

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

Free diphtheria immunisation was provided here first in 1935, and
by 1939 approximately 25 per cent of the children had been treated,
now over 75 per cent of the children under the age of 15 have been
immunised in the Borough. We hope to raise this figure. During the
year advertisements were inserted in the local paper giving the time
and place of the Immunisation Clinics. They are held each month at
Cradley, Halesowen, and Hill and Cakemore as follows: —

Tenter Street Clinic, Halesowen ............... 1st Wednesday each month
215 pm—3.30 p.m.

Cradley Infant Welfare Clinic ..................... 2nd Friday each month
' 215 pm.—4.0 p.m.

Hill Top School Clinic, Long Lane, ............... 3rd Tuesday each month
Hill and Cakemore 2.15 pm.—4.0 p.m."

On the first birthday of each baby, if the baby has not already
been immunised, the parent is sent a birthday card issued by the Central
Council for Health Education pointing out the advantages of immuni-
sation.. :

The Schools are circularised each year, and where necessary special
immunisation sessions are held at a School, where there are only a few
requiring treatment they attend one of the clinics held for the Infant

Welfare children.

[ tender my grateful thanks to Dr. Eileen Bulmer and the County
Nurses for their efficient propaganda work at the Welfare Centres and
during their home visits. We have worked in close co-operation ever
since the scheme commenced. The Nurses also assist at the Immunis-
ation Sessions and follow up the defaulters. I also wish to express my
appreciation to the Head Teachers and their staffs for their help and
co-operation at all times.
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The percentages of the child population immunised at 31/12/45
WELE: —

Llnder 5 years cu. o vnee s A R S AL e 57.09%
T A 87.9%
Estimated mid year population 1945 being: —

e S e e 3,270
o S 5,360

The numbers of children who were treated in 1945 were as
follows : — :

Primary Treatment Supplementary Treatment
Completed Injected Completed  Injected
Under 5 years ... 651 1292 3 4
5—15 years 204 274 348 431
855 1566 351 435

— co—
— ee—

ERYSIPELAS.

Ten cases were notified during the year with no deaths.
PNEUMONIA.

Thirty-one cases were notified. There were eighteen deaths.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

Four cases were reported to the County Medical Officer. There
were no deaths.

MENINGITIS,
One case was notified.
WHOOPING COUGH.
There were forty-eight cases notified, but no deaths.

MEASLES.

There were five hundred and sixty-five cases notified with two
deaths.

In the previous year there were 119 cases and no fewer than 102
of these occurred in December and of these 86 were resident in the
North Ward. Measles gradually spread throughout the Borough.

The outbreak can be said to have run true to form, it lasted
approximately 6 months as the following figures show : —

1944, November ... vk 4
December | ... iy 102
1945, January wue il
February £ B« 1146
March B
April T
May 3 CEAIR
June 4
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outside the Borough but with the co-operation of an adjoining
authority the matter was under investigation at the end of the year.

Two samples of milk were examined for the dysentery group of
bacilli and gave negative results.

A bottle of milk about which a ccmplaint had been received was
examined for the presence of dirt. The amount it contained, 0.9 parts
per 100,000 was regarded by the Analyst as satisfactory.

Sixty clean pint milk bottles were sent for bacteriological
examination and all were regarded as satisfactory.

There is one pasteurising plant in the Borough and during the
early part of the year the firm operating this plant notified their
intention of dismantling it and replacing it by a high temperature
short time plant.

By arrangement with the owners of the dairy and the manufacturers
of the plant, tests were carried out to ascertain
(#) whether the plant would heat milk to a temperature of not
less than 162°F.
(&) whether the plant would hold all the milk at that temperature
for at least 15 seconds.
(¢) whether the plant would automatically divert the flow of

milk which was not retained at a temperature of not less than
162°F. for 15 seconds.

(d) whether the treated milk would satisfy the prescribed tests.

The average holding time was shown to be 16 seconds, and as
the other conditions relating to the granting of a licence were all
satished, the Council agreed to the issue of a licence to pasteurise milk
by the high temperature short time process.

The general conditions at this dairy and the methods adopted are
all of a high standard.

The sampling programme was curtailed by lack of staff and by
the changes which occurred in the department. It is hoped to augment
<he sampling of milk and utensils during next year.

ICE CREAM.

Only small quantities of ice-cream were made in the Borough
during the year. Three samples were taken, one of which was
unsatisfactory. Two samples of ice-cream powder gave satisfactory
bacteriological results. It is appreciated that there are objections to
bacteriological sampling of ice-cream and that there may be difficulty
in interpreting results, but it is felt, even in the absence of a legal
standard, that sampling is useful as an index to possible faulty methods.
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VERMIN. .

Only isolated instances were reported of houses infested with bugs
and these were treated by spraying with a proprietary inse{ticidge
Complaints of cockroach infestation were received, particularly from
certain housing estates and although everything was done to alleviate
the trouble with the insecticides available, the results achieved were

not considered satisfactory.

The development of newer insecticides raises the hope that better
results will be accomplished in the near future.

The eradication of cockroaches is considered to be as important as
the destruction of other types of vermin, and it is proposed to pursue
this question energetically in the coming year.

INSPECTIONS.

The following table indicates the number of visits made during
the year.

Bakehouses ... 13
Billeting 126
Civil Defence 48
* Complaints {undasslﬁed} 15
Dairies 77
Drains 128
Dustbins 158
Factories Act 12
Farms 9
Food Inspectmn 63
Food Sampling . 80
House Inspections {Hﬂusmg ﬁa} 13
Infectious Diseases ... 44
Markets and Fairs ... 2
Meat Inspection 76
Miscellaneous 172
Offensive Trade = 7
Refuse Collection and Dlsposai 53
Rent Acts ... s 1
Rodent Control 189
Salvage 52
Shop Acts ... 28
Smoke observations G0
Tents, Vans and Sheds 4
Timber permits 58
Unsuccessful visits ... 41
Vermin o 72
Water Suppljr 9
1,534
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PUBLIC CLEANSING.

During the year two of the tips were completely filled but another
area of land was purchased and there are still two areas on which
tipping is carried out, one being in the town and the other in Cradley.

Refuse is dealt with wholly by controlled tipping, but the scarcity
of labour and the difficulty of maintaining vehicles, prevented the tips
being dealt with as efficiently as the department would have liked.

The collection of refuse and salvage was on the whole well main-
tained, when all the difhculties were taken into account.

The table below sets out the amounts of material which were
salvaged, together with the income received by the Council.

T. £ Qs £ gl

Kitchen waste 168 0 0 547 18 6
Paper 160 6 2 1,027 13 4
Metals 147 1 2 - B T
Bones 119 0 916 9
Glass 2 Ma0na - Jen R
Rags |1 2 o L | 110 18 6
Sacking 18 0 116D
Scrap tyres ... R
Total 8§ i I L R

GENERAL COMMENT.

It is not anticipated that the staff of the department will be
adequate for the tasks involved until well into 1946.

Much work remains to be done and many standards re-examined.
An entirely new factory survey is proposed, one which will provide
complete information on such matters as the number and type of fuel
burning appliances in use, means of escape in case of fire, the conditions
under which food is prepared in factory canteens etc.

Increased attention will be paid to premises in which food is
handled. It is held that such premises must be at all times scrupulously
clean, and that the methods shall be absolutely satisfactory. No reduction
from these standards can be tolerated.

Atmospheric pollution, by smoke, grit and dust is another im-
portant problem which must be tackled energetically, particularly by
aducation of plant owners and plant users.
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