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ANITARY INSPECTOR







Council House,
Halesowen.

21st. September, 1942,

To the lMayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of
Halesowen,

Mrs., Harrison and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my
report on the health of the Borough of Halesowen for the
year 1941,

There are more notifications
of infectious diseases than usual, this is due mainly to
the fact that this is the first complete year that Measles
and Whooping cough are compulsorily notifiable, and it is
made more noticeable by the fact that for a number of years
we have been very fortunate in having a very low infectious
disease rate,

In my opinion the general health
of the district has been satisfactory., The number of births
exceeds the deaths by 173.

Miss. M. I. Duggan joined the
Department in February and has been a great help to me.

I would like to express my thanks
to the Chairman and members of the Public Health Committee,
and also Mr, Lea and the members of his staff for theilr
willing help and co-operation at all times.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
RICHARD L. CORLETT.

Medical Officer of Health.






MEMBERS of the Council of the Borough of Halesowen,
Mayor:
Councillor W. Hodgetts.
Deputy Mayor:
slderman Hs J. Cox, J.P.

There were two changes in the membership ol the
Council from the full list shown in 1938.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEP-RTMENT STaFF,

Medical Officer of Health:
RI L.- GOI‘lE“tt, M. D‘ [l D.. Pi Hd

Chief Sanitary Inspector; Cleansing Superintendent:
Inspector under the Shops and Petroleum Acts,

Ernest Lea, M. Se I-.ﬁ..’ AM.I.P.C,
(Certified Meat and Foods Inspector)

Senior Additional Sanitary Inspector:

B MBS T MBI A
(Certified Meat and Foods Inspector:
Certified Smoke Inspector:

Certificate of Sanitary Science)

Additional Sanitary Inspectors:

E. Y. Burrows, Cert. 5.I1.B.
On military service,

S. Maher, M.S.I.h.
( from 17/3/41 to 31/7/41)

Clerical Staff:

F. D. Hipkiss., (On military service).

A. R. Humphries.

Miss. L, 5. Goode.

Miss., M. I, Duggan (Appointed January 1941).
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STATISTICAL ~IID SOCIAL CONDITIONS,

The area of the Borough remains 5,247 acres.,
The population estimated to the middle of 1941 was 770
more than the corresponding estimate last year. No other
information will be given here in accordance with officisl
requests, ' i

PHYSICAL FEATURES AND GENERAL CH-.RLCTER OF TH:L DISTRICT.
The previous comments on this subject need no
- further explanation this year, nor in the interest of
National Security will any be given,
VITaAL STATISTICS FOR THE YExR.
BIRTHS.

(a) Live Births.

lMales Females Total
Legitimate <a. 316 266 582
Illegitimate . 8 L e

324 270 594

RN EN R e 1,000 €.l Da ess wse sss ses saes ans 1342
RIS Rete for England and Wales use sse sss sss con. 1ha?

(b)
5till Births.
Males Females Total
Legitimate .. 7 AR
Illegitimate . 1 - 1
8 5 13

BRE ey .000 birthe (live and st111) ..s ees oes 16.2
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DEATHS,

.MH].ES - o - o W W e 219
Femgales o« «ee oo 202

421

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 €eruDe ess sss ses sss sss sos
Death ERate for England and Ya8le8 ses sss sss sss sas vev

e e
m—'b

Deaths from Puerperal Causes.

One death from puerperal and post-abortive shock occ

. a
O

urred

and one from other maternal causes, Though not so gratifying as

last year, when no such deaths occurred, this incidence of d
is maintained satisfactorily low.

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age.

Males Females Total
Legitimate . 25 19 Ll
Illegitimate - - -
25 19 Ll

Allvinfents per 1,000 live Dirths see sos sos soe |

eath

2.48

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births 74.07

Deaths from Measles (all 8Z€S5S) es coe sos e N
Deaths from Whooping COUEN ses os soe sne sse sss 1
1

11,
male and
female,

Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years) eee ees oo« 1 male &nd

2

sl

female ...






CaUSES OF DEATH,

Male Female

1« Typhoid and Paratyphoid fevers ese sce-see
es Cerebro—-spinial TeVEL ¢« see ees eos 20 ove
B RIE L FOTEY aas sss aws ssw 38 shs s
h‘ ﬁhﬂoping Gough #38 sam mmE smm mis sEw wea
5l Diphtheria S8 8 SRS SEs SEE BAS SEe ees ees
6. Tuberculosis of the respiratory system ...
s Other forme of Tuberculosis «s sés eov ssa
8' Syphilitic discascs 4 SEE SEE SEE AW SAW
9. Mfluenza .8 & - & - @ L N - % & & % L I ) LI B
10. MEE-SIES - 8 . &8 @ L s @ L] L] L L ) L O ]
11. Acute poliomyelitis and policencephalitis
12, scute infectious encephalitlis ees ses soe
13, (Cancer of buccal cavity and ce sophagus (men)
Cancer of uterus (women ONlyY) ‘see ese sos
14. Cancer of stomach and AUOAENUN eee sos oss
Ao Lanear of the breast o sse ses-ess ses 2ee
EERR U EER G 211 othey BitE8 «us ees ess o0
1?‘ DiabEtEE. L L I--‘-ll & & 8 L B L & & @
18. Intra-cranisl vascular 1€SioONs see¢ ses asse
19' Heart DiSEE‘LSE L I L L w % @ L ] L B L |
20+ Other diseases of the circulatory system .
E1l Branc}litiﬁ - W - W L O ] L O - 8 & - % @ L - 8 %
224 Fﬂeumﬂnia. SAE SEW WaAN ST S A mEw S8
25s Other respiratory diseaBeB ese tes sse sns
24. Ulceration of stomach or duocdenum ses oo
254 Diarrhosa (under 2 years of 82€) o« ese ooe
26| hPPEﬂdiCitiﬁ & A RS S BES BES AEE FEE EAE
afs ODther digestive diseases v sss ssv sss soe
285 Nephritiﬁ S s G@F8 B8 BES S8 EEF BAER BEW
29. Puerperal and post-abortive sepsis sees sse
30- Other maternal causes Bes wew mEw wew wew
91a Premature Dirth .e¢ sac soa e o0 so0 wee
32, Congenital malformations birth injury and
‘ inTantile diScBBE see wo's sos ses sus o
33. SUiGiﬁE "% S Es BES sa 8 W®ES Be @ @S eas wEea wE8
iR traffic eccldents sss sse sad. ees sss
S0 Dther Yiolent CAUSEE + esse sne s4# ses sai
36- All other causes s sEe S #Ew was 't; LR

e
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GEN&RaL PROVISION OF HE.LTH SERVICLS IN THn BOROUGH.

The public health services generally remained as
in my last pre-war report. They were cuite satisfactorye

Maternity and Child Welfare is under the direction
of the County Council.

ScNIT-RY CIRCUMST. .NCES OF THE ~REA,

No outstanding circumstances merit attention in this
third abbreviated report,

Schools,

The general conditions of schools in the Borough are
quite satisfactory.

HOUSING. _

Particulars of work carfied-out in respect of Housing:

1. Inspection of dwelling hauées during the year:-
(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected

for housing defects (under the Public
Feeliil or Bousing ACL8) seh aaw wes ssa sss 0

(b) Number of inspections made for that purpose 90

(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated
REEUIEtiFOHE 1935 and 1952 ;5 sew ise sew sve 3

(b) Number of inspections made for that purpose 9

(3) Number of dwelling houses found in a state
s0 dan;.erous or injurious to health as to
be unfit for human habitation ¢« eces ss¢ seve 5

(L) Number of dwelling houses (execlusive of
those referred to under the precedin; sub-
head) found not in all respects to be
reasonably fit for human habitation ... «s¢ 70

g






. HOUSING.,

2. Remedy of defects Guring the yesr without szervice of
formal notices:.=-
Number of defective houses rencerec it in consecuence
of informal action by the Local Authority a their
foicerslll - w [ I [ ] [ ] L N (] LI ] L L LB ] .1|:|

3, Action under sStatutory Powers during the year:-
A - Proceedings under section 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing 4Act, 1936.
No action during the year,

B = Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
Which notices were served recuiring defects
Lo Be PEMBALEAY o5 s s waw she ses sss wew ses D

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices:

{a) B:IT Dwnerﬁ I-l-’.li-_ LN LI LI LI L LB L :9
By local authority in default of ovners « ... Nil,.
(Including items outstanding from 1940).

C = Proceedings under sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
act, 1936.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Pemolition Orders were MBAe . wee ore eve sse J

(2) . Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursusnce of Demolition Orders .. sss sss see Nil,

D - Prngeedinga under section 12 of the Housing Act,
1936,

(1) Number of seperate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
NIJEPE mﬂde o [ ] & 8 ] ] 'E R oo [ L I\Iili

(2) Number of seperate tenements or underground
- .rooms in resnect of which Closing Orders
were determined, the tenement or room having
Been renderen TAE .. sae ane sis sss was wes Nile

L, HOUSING -CT, 1936, Part L - OVERCRO./DING.

It was impossible to take any action under this nart
of the act during 1941, indeed, with the influx of evacuees from
many parts the problem of overcrowding tended to worsen.

L






INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

A. Milk Supply.

. The milk supply was satisfactory through-
out the year.

B. Meat and Dthar Foods.

Inspections of foods was carried out only
when occasion required. The marjority of foods condemned
were tinned goods,

Sections C.D.E. and F, have not been the
subject of any conditions worthy of note in this report.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

SmallpoX.

No case occured during: the year,

Diphtheria.

37 cases of this disease were notified with
one death. 241 of these children were under 15 years, and
16 among persons over 415, Only one of these cases had been
immunised.

During 1941, 3,094 children were immunised
(691 children under school age, and 2,403 school chil&reni;
The material used was A.P.T. supplied by the Ministry of
Health., Two injections were given at monthly intervals,
except in the cases of children over 12 years of age who
were given three small injections. From 1935, until the
end of 1940, 2,464 children had been immunised free under
the Borough scheme, (3 injections of T,A.M.).

Sn






Schick Testing,

A number of children who had been immunised several
years ago were tested to see whether they required further treat-
ment, Though the number tested was small, the results are not
without interest.

Total Immunised Total No Total % AVe s pe 3
By:= Schick Nogabive. Schick Nogative. S‘{;ﬂigimﬁﬁﬁga
: tion.
(1 injection only S
1 CaCaq A'Pﬂ T. i 21' 10. Ll.?‘62;.) 5.05 Fgarsi
(3 injections)
T.A.M. =" L8, 42, 87.5% 5.89 years.,

To Dre Vyndham Parker, our County Medical Officer,
who kindly placed the Clinics and First Aic Posts at our disposal
for immunisation at the outbreak of Wwar, I express my sincere
thanks. I should like also to express my thanks to Dr. Eileen
Bulmer for her propaganda work, especially at the three Infant
telfare Centres, to the County Nurses, Miss Robson and Miss 0'Grady
and Miss Marshall Meade, to.the lady volunteers at the First -.id
Posts who also assisted, to the Head Teachers for thrir full co-
operation, and to Miss M. Duggan.

Scarlet Fever.,

110 cases of scarlet fever were reported during
1941, of which 49 were isolated in hospital; there were no deaths.
The marjority were of a mild type.

Erysipelas.

1Ly cases occurred during the year, a decrease of
3 on the preceeding year.

Pneumonia,

54 cases of pneumonia of all forms were reported
during the year, and 24 deaths were reported,

Puerperal Pyrexia.

Five cases of this condition were reported to the
Ggﬁnty Medical Officer, the number being one less than that of
1940.

-G






Rﬁ‘r& t;‘lf'I :‘hﬂ id.

16 cases were notified as Paratyphoid B. A minor
outbreak of this disease occured and was the subject of
exhaustive enquiries on our part, visits to patients and shops
and consultations with the County Analyst. A closc liaison was
maintained with adjacent authorities, Our enquiries led to
definite suspicion, and this would appear to haveé been confirmed
by the efforts of an adjacent council whose enguiries proceeded
in concert with ours., Following action by the adjacent authority
resulted in the cessation of further incidence of this disease
and generally results were satisfactory. No deaths were recorded.
Clinically the cases were fairly typical. One child aroused the
suspicion of meningitis because of very marked photophobia and
a certain amount of stiffness., Sometimes photophobia does
occur in children with paratyphoid. It passed off with the
appearance of the "rose"' spots on the back. It is of interest
to note that two of the notified cases had no discoverable
symptoms and appeared to be in good health. The diagnosis
was made on bacteriological grounds., The examination was made
because from information available it appeared possible that
they might have contracted the germ, and their occupations
rendered it highly advisable that we should be certain on this
point. The local medical practitioners rendered very great
assistance by their willing co-operation., There were no
secondry cases,

Cerebro-Spinal Fever. (Spotted Fever.

7 cases of this disease were reported; 3 deaths
were recorded.

Food Poisoning.

No case notifiied.

'Tuherculﬂsis.

46 cases were registered during the year of which
37 were pulmonary. Of the total of 46 cases, 1 was re-registered
after removing back to this area, and 4 were heard of otherwise
than by notification. Two were transferrcd from other authorities.

19 deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis were recorded
and 2 deaths from non-pulmonary tuberculosis.

i D






Council House,
Halesouen.

21st September, 1942.
To the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Halesowen,
Lady and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting my eleventh
annual report of the work of my department for the year 1941.

Many of the difficulties met with in 1940
arose again and naturally, new problems presented themselves
during the year, hut none was so formidable that a solution,
or partial solution was not possible.

Generally the work of the department vas
carried on smoothly during 1941 though I had hoped for a

longer spell of assistance from Mr. Maher who was with us
for 4 months,

I have again to record my thanks to the
Chairman and members of the Public Health Committee, and to
the members of the staff for their continued support during
the year.
I am,
Your obedient Servant,
ERNEST LEA.
Chief Sanitary Inspector,

—






Housing.

The procedure recommended by the Ministry was maintained,
with regard to the making of demolition orders during the year,

Three houses were found to be in such a state that action
under Section 11 Housing act, 1936 was necessary, and these three
were subsequently the subject of demolition orders.

It is doubtful if this procedure is of much practical
value under the present conditions. Demolition, for various
reasons, camnot take place; it is not possible to build more
houses, and therefore the re-housing of thc tenants is a well-
nigh impossible problem, I am of the opinion that a system
of restricted repairs, designed to carry on the houses, until
the cessation of war, would be more advantageous to the three
main interested bodies, landlord, tenant and local authority.

Infectious Diseases.

1941 was an outstanding year for notifications, principally
because the new order requiring the notification of measles and
whooping cough had its first full years' run.

1,040 notifications of all types were received, the highest
number ever recorded in the Borough, An important item was the
notification of 16 cases of paratyphoid. The Medical Officer of
Health has reported on this outbreak in his portion of the report
and I have only to add that the investigations took up a large
part of our time but led us to a successful conclusion.

Inspection and Supervision of Food.
(a) Milk=
The general supply of milk in the district continued

satisfactorily, samples taken during the year showed no cause for
dissatisfaction,

(b) Meat and Other Foods.

The meat supply continued satisfactorily; no matter arose
reguiring attention.

Petroleum ictse.

There were 86 licences in force at the end of 1941 for the
storage of 254,167 gallons of petroleum spirit, and 4 liccnces
authorising the keeping of 141,752 lbs. of carbide of calclum.

o






Public Cleansing.

The department carried on during 1941, msking
the best efforts under the general difficult circumstances.

Following on my remarks of last year, further
efforts were made in 1941 the results of which will be seen
in the report for 1942, One other "major" item took place
during the year which is worthy of note; it was found impossible
to maintain the normal weekly collection of refuse and in
accordance with the general practice the collection was slowed
down to once every fortnight, This resulted in the much more
efficient collection of salvage and had a very beneficial
result on the working of the department.

I have again to record with pleasure my keen
appreciation of the co-operation and help afforded by the
Womens' Voluntary Service, School teachers and children and
other voluntary bodies. In the wvarious "drives'" held during
the year very real help was given to us by these volunteers
and I am grateful for their assistance.

The campaign to collect and process kitchen
waste was, perhaps, the biggest item added to the department's
duties during 1941 and was the cause of frequent discussions
and experiments. I am happy to be able to record however,
that after the usual "birth pangs'" the scheme was operating
successfully at the end of the year,

The essentials of costs are given for the year,
and the slight increase is due, as is obvious, to the increase in
wages and prices generally,






Public Cleansing Costs, 1941.

Collection,

Gross expenditure .
Gross Incomeé .+ « «
Nett expenditure ,
Nett cost per ton .,
Nctt cost per 1,000
Nett cost per 1,000

Disposal,

houses
persons

Ll L]
] L]
L] L]

L L] -

- & * & 9 -

Including Salvage.

Gross expenditure .
Gross Income .+ o+
Nett expenditure .
Nett cost per ton .
Nett cost per 1,000
Nett cost per 1,000

Total Costs,

Gross expenditure .
Gross Income ., .
Nett Expenditure .
Nett cost per ton .
Nett cost per 1,000

houses
peErsons

houses
Neit. cost per 1,000 persons

" = &

L] L]
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Other Inspections.

With the temporary assistance of Mr. Maher
it was possible to get in more routine visits of an
essential character in 1941, but generally it was not
possible to visit all the places necessary with the
regularity of peacetime routine, indeed, such visits were
only undertaken at intervals when the more serious work
allowed.,

Mortuaries,
The mortuaries were not used during the year;

Billeting,

Billeting went on during 1941 as required.
Large numbers of industrial workers were drafted in through-
out the year, this making accommodation more difficult to
obtain than before,

NUMERICAL SUMMARY FOR 1941,

Infectious Disease.

Number of houses snd schools disinfected after -
e s T S P T |
Lots of bedding, clothing, etc,, disinfected ¢ ¢.s sis 112

Houses,

Houses inspected: General inspections ..e e:v oos ose 90
Houses recorded under Housing Regulations .ss ses ses 3
Number recorded as unfit for Humsdn habitation s.¢ o6 3
ey of houses demolished ce ses sse sss vion-sws seé Nil
Number of notices issued’ under BeCction 9 ¢ sun-wea seb Nil
Dll‘t;‘f houses dealt with SN R R TR el AN B WA 9
Jards paved or Ie=paved .. ses ses osé ove - aas - sse dos L4
EERRE OF overcrowalng ababed . ses b s sie st s e Nil

House Drsinage.

Number laid or relaid, trapped, ventilated or repaired 21
Number of obstructed drains dealt With ses ewse ooe see 160
Humber of houee aralns Tested .. sue sok sbs wis éow 2
Number of insanitary V. Cs. sinks and urinals rectified 7

-15=






Waterclosets.

Number of slop cleosets converted into V.Cs. with a
fPEEh'iYJE'-.tEI’ N I R ey i AR WA SR e e e LF
Humber of defective W.Cs. Pemedicd S a sis med Bes Eas ?

Offensive Trades.

Nl e ODEEPVRLION  s5y sos asn ssw aas sss sns [
Mumber impr'operl}f Conﬂuct'&ﬂ # S e4 WaE Bes BEs &8 Saw Nil

Milk and Dairies,

Number of dairies registered in the area ie¢s se¢ o2 35
Totzal number of retailers in the district ... +s, ose121
Number of licences under Milk (Special Designations)

Drder LI LI 4w W L ] LI L ] aese 48w LU LI LB 11

Approximate number of milking cows in the distriet ..216

Lodging Houses.

Nlumber on I'Egister 4 ‘s 84 adn sas mea 01:- se8 HEs daaw 1
Number of inspections see see ves o004 o0s see sié sée 1

Rats and Mice (Destruction) act.

Cases dealt with .....-. L i wEh e e anE e,
Nuisances arising from Domestic :nimals.

Number of cases of removal after inspection . eee ooe 10

Factories and Workshops.

FaCtOI‘iES inSPECtEd & $ .8 saAs S84 SEAS A BEeEE a0 1?
R Shope 1oEneeted & Sils ies iss sew sei sre wes sse U
BiteEnces obeETVEd 4 sss ava saa see sas ses sse dus D
Nuisances remedied (including outstanding from 4940 . 6

-] 6=






NUMBER ~ND N~TURE OF INSPECTIONS M..DE BY

THE S~NITARY INSFECTORS DURING

19041 .

NATURE.

PRIM&RY
VISITS.

RE-VISITS,

Infectious Disease Prevention ses aes wee

Houses (HUUEJ.HE ﬁ.ﬂt, 1936) . 'i'l_.t_ see waE
AEﬁPitE & BEs WEE SN BAS NEE, SLE e s

Dllstbirls L L ] LN BN | LI I L I N L -- t._’_. '.l"
Drains t® was sea perE map e mEes e aae
FDD& InsPECtiDnE ea s Waw q;r:{qt = . i!;
e ToEon . ane sos tea gos see ses
Factory and . .orkshops .e. esa mes was vy

HEEd "BESHIESS o ane saa k98 s4¢ 420 B

Houses L L T B L [ ] amE = 8a LR ﬁ"

Bﬁ}cehﬂuSEE‘ LI L] - L L “.‘ -_:.- '..'-" .'._-'
Iliaae and Ooweheds. «eq ssa ass s'6s asa
FOEPOToun SEOTeB. son ass spy sss s9s cio
Beeping of ANimals sa eec sis see sbe »éi
Verminous HDUSCS. ok n-; ass see ;t; Y
BEEHESTIEIEOUE qae asp. b5 aps s o358 oo
Refuse Disposal Tips - ec.e sss sos sss sse
Shﬂpﬁ Act ... 4488 A48 ss4d FES Scs FEE sEa
INtErviews sa aas se9 mes s ee sap see sa'e
Houses (Housing .ct, 1936) Measurements

of D?EPErGWding_. sa.m S B0 S ;;p }-- F;|
Sﬂhcﬂls & sad S*E G #EE FEE FEE S P8
Markets and FairsS sss sss sse oae sss soe
Milk Bﬁmpliﬂg B S !ii;til N R -:y
QOther Sﬁmpling s --t_iﬁ-,tgi_---.t'- DR
-L!i-- R-PI and Mortuaries s 88 ‘mes sss sasw -:-.Irl
BillEting was mes tr-.;--'qqn_-!- Shs nae
Air Rﬂid 5hEltETE "R Les muw Q;-:iii -{.
Military Headquarterst ses aes ,sev sse sae
#ar D&mage a8  mn# AT l;i;*il anw i;l
Interviews With NeFuBa as . 0es .pov aes case
Canteens ses ssa s lli.;!lllll se'e ane
Infestatlﬂns e E® mAE  EEE EwE LR iia ‘s e
Food YVaste.ss sas ses iii..fi_’gt_!llf;ll
Poliee Court ssw aes wae wes Bwe wew wes
PELECE s Bis sih sne dun erd wes saw ves

Salvage L - & a L] L LN L ] L L L
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