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(i) PUBLIC CLEANSING. No outstanding changes have
taken place during the year. This branch of the work
is under the supervision of the Senior Sanitary Inspector
who deals with this subject more fully in his report.
I might add however that this service is carried ont
in a very efficient manner and very few complaints are
received.

(iii) SANITARY INSPECTICN OF THE AREA,

Appended herewith is a table showing the number and
nature of inspections made by the Sanitary Inspectors
Department during 1937.

(iv) SMOKE ABATEMENT. Four complaints as to Smoke
nuisances were received. These complaints were investi-
gated in each case and the matter dealt with in a
satisfactory manner.

(4) SCHOOLS. The general sanitary conditions and water
supply of the Schools in the district are satisfactory.
The water closets, urinals etc. are inspected by the
Sanitary Inspector periodically,

17 Certificates were given for the exclusion of
Scholars suffering from the various Infectious Diseases
and 27 Certificates to those Scholars who had been in
contact with the patient.

It was found necessary to close the Infants’ Department
of Holt Road Council School from 1st February to 12th February,
1937 owing to the prevalence of Influenza.

SHOPS ACT, 1934.

During 1937 visits were paid to 62 Shops in connection with
the Shops Acts of 1934.

SWIMMING BATH AND POOLS.

There is only one swimming bath in the district and the
Borough Council are allowed the use of it and conduct it as a
public swimming bath for the inhabitants of the district. There
are two basins one 48-ft. 0-ins. x 46-ft. 0-ins., and the other
73-ft. O-ins. x 112-ft. O-ins.

The water supply is from a spring which has a constant flow
even in exceptionally dry weather.
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Bed Bug Eradication—see page 22b.




























































ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR FOR
THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1937.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Members of the Halesowen Borough
Council.

Lady and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report and the
statistics of work carried out in my department during the year
1937, and I beg to thank the Chairman and Members of the
Sanitary Committee for the consideration they have given to all
matters appertaining to the health of the district and hope to have
their continued support.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

ERNEST LEA,

Senior Sanitary
Inspector.

HOUSING.

The greater portion of the work carried out by my department
has been on Housing. The majority of the inspections carried out
have been houses, scheduled for demolition under Section 11 of
the Housing Act, 1936 and the Measurement of Houses for over-
crowding and this being so, a great amount of work followed in
the preparation of detailed reports on the condition of these houses
the service of the various notices required by Section 11 and in
most cases by meeting the owners or their representatives at the
houses under consideration.

No appeals to the County Court were made against any of the
114 Demolition Orders made, and this in my opinion tends to show
that in most cases the owners were of the same opinion as the
Council, that the houses could not be rendered fit for human
habitation at a reasonable cost.

The re-housing of the displaced persons is also supervised by
my department and I am of the opinion that the work carried out
on their behalf is fully appreciated by the persons so displaced.

A summary of the work carried out on ** Housing "’ is included

in the Medical Officer’'s Report and also in the summary at the
end of this report.
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BAKE HOUSES.

There are 22 Bake houses in the District all of which were
visited during the course of the year. No defects were found.

PETROLEUM ACTS,

There are 82 licences in force to store Petroleum Spirit and
5 licences to store Carbide of Calcium. These licences authorise
the storage of 245,721 gallons of Petroleum Spirit and 32,512 lbs.
of Carbide of Calcium.

The sum of £58 0s. 0d. was collected in respect of these
licences.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

There is only one registered Common Lodging House in the
District, This is visited periodically.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

There are 294 Factories and Workshops on the Register. Six
lists of Outworkers were received from other authorities. In the
course of the year 97 visits were made to Factories and Workshops.
6 complaints were received from H.M. Inspector of Factories
during the year and dealt with satisfactorily.

TENTS, VANS, SHEDS, ETC.

68 Movable Dwellings and Caravans were observed during
the year. Altogether 583 visits were paid in respect of these and
20 were dealt with as insanitary.

CONVERSION OF PRIVIES TO WATER CLOSETS AND
ASHPITS TO DUST BINS.

Three privy middens were converted to closets on the tresh
water carriage system. In connection with these conversions 7
visits were paid. These conversions are, where necessary, com-
bined with the laying on of water to each individual house.

In addition to these conversions Dust Bins were installed in
place of 3 Ashpits. This leaves very few Ashpits remaining in
the District. These dust bins are emptied once per week whereas
the ashpits were only emptied once in every three months,

35



PUBLIC CLEANSING.

There have been no changes of any importance in this service
during the year. The system works very smoothly and no com-
plaints are received. All dust bins are emptied weekly and every
effort is made to carry out the work in such a manner as to create
as little dust as possible. Trade refuse is collected and disposed
of when requested, a charge being made to cover the cost.

All refuse 1s collected by means of five Morris Commercial
Refuse Vehicles fitted with metal sliding covers. 19 men are
engaged on Cleansing, consisting of 5 Drivers, 1'1 Loaders, 3 men
on Tips.

The refuse is disposed of by ** Controlled Tipping * on three
Tips, one of which is rented and twc owned by the Council.
There is an abundance of good ash from burnt out coal mining
tips available on each of these Tips. The tipping on the Tips
owned by the Council is proceeding on carefully planned lines
with the object that at some future date a recreation ground will
be available from these sites.

Both the collection of waste paper and the salvaging of goods
are proving a success from a financial point of view and also from
the fact that the Tips will have a longer life.

With regard to the cost of Public Cleansing, it will be observed
from the appended {able that the total cost for twelve months
ending 31st December, 1937 was £3707/16/0. It is also interesting
to note that the cost per house per annum was 7/3 or 7.25d. per
house per month, whilst approximately 9459 tons of Refuse was
collected. ST

PUBLIC CLEANSING COSTS.

Cost of Refuse Collection and Disposal for year ending
31st December, 1937,

COLLECTION DisposaL.
Including Excluding
Depreciation. Depreciation.
e ol | B e |- £ 8. 4d
Gross Expenditure ... 3149 18 3 2090 18 3 557 17 9
Gross Income 1012 0 10 12 0 99 0 5
Net Expenditure ... 3139 6 3 2080 6 3 458 17 4
Net cost per ton ... 6 3.8 6 0.9 0 11.2
Net cost per 1000 :
houses B g B i | 202 3 2 44180 5a
Net cost per 1000 of the
population 89 6 1 84 511 13 00T
Total Tons collected—9,799, Total cost—£3,707 16s. 0d.

Cost per house per annum—7 /3d. or 7.25d. per house per month.
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