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The first case, a man aged 26 vears, was rapidly fatal, as
he was admitted to the isolation hospital on the 4th September
and died on the 5th September. His daughter, aged 4 vears,
was admitted to the isolation hospital on the s5th September
with some weakness of one leg and eventually recovered.

TYPHOID:

There were no cases of typhoid or paratyphoid fever
during the year. Two chronic typhoid carriers still remained
under observation at Hellingly Hospital and the Eastbourne
Isolation Hospital.

DYSENTERY:

Thirty-six cases of dysentery were notified from Hellingly
Hospital in the course of the year. Some of these notifications
were in respect of symptomless carriers discovered in the
routine bacteriological investigation of contacts. When a
case occurs in a ward specimens are submitted for bacterio-
logical investigation from all the other patients in the ward
and not until three negative specimens have been produced
from each patient is the ward declared free from infection.
All cases who have had dysentery are still kept under obser-
vation and monthly specimens are submitted for investigation.
The infective organism has been the same Flexner type of
bacillus in all cases. Despite the prodigious efforts of these
laboratory investigations it seems very difhcult to clear a
mental hospital from this infection, probably because some
intermittent carrier is free for a season and then at a later
date gives rise to a new series of cases. It is satisfactory,
however, that under treatment with modern drugs the disease
of dysenterv is relatively very mild and does not give rise to
the distressing situation of former dayvs.

FOOD POISONING:

Two cases of Food Poisoning were notified in the year and
in both cases the infective organism was salmonella typhi-
murium.

The first case was a woman, aged 59 years, from Heath-
field. As the case was not reported until eight days after the
commencement of her illness it was not possible to determine
the source of infection but all food had been partaken within
the household. The husband of this case worked in a food shop
in Heathfield and he was immediately taken off all work in
connection with the handling of food. Specimens were sub-
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mitted for bacteriological investigation from the two family
contacts, husband and son, which showed that both were in
fact infected with Salmonella typhi-murium, although the
husband had showed no symptoms of infection. The husband
was kept off all work in connection with the handling of food
until six consecutive negative specimens had showed him to
be free from infection.

The second case was a boy aged 4 years from Cross-in-
Hand and had no connection with the first case. As many days
had elapsed from the onset of his illness before the diagnosis
was made, it was not possible to determine the source of
infection. No other member of the household had been ill,

VACCINATION RECORDS RECEIVED.

1953 Vaccinations 240 Re-vaccinations g1 Total 331
1954 Vaccinations 280 Re-vaccinations 129 Total 409

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

There has been a fresh improvement in the immunisation
rate in 1954 as will be seen by comparing the ﬁgures for the
last three vears. The number of refresher doses just falls short
of last vears figure, which was the highest in any one year
since the scheme was started. This fresh improvement is partly
due to the fact that at the beginning of April a scheme was
started whereby parents have been given the option of having
combined diphtheria and whooping cough immunisation
instead of the simple diphtheria immunisation. The combined
immunisation necessitates three injections being given as
soon as possible after the child is three months old, whereas the
simple diphtheria immunisation entails two injections when
the child is eight or nine months old. This scheme has proved
very popular since its commencement, although many parents
seemed wary at first of the necessity of the first injection being
given when the child is only three months old. However, the
propaganda campaign of circularising parents when their
child is three months old seems to be achieving satisfactory
results.

1952 Complete Course 433 Refresher Doses 851
1953 Complete Course 357 Refresher Doses 0358
1954 Complete Course 474 Refresher Doses ¢53

(Combined Diphtheria and Whooping Cough 301)
(Diphtheria only 173)
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I have personally conducted frequent clinics at Hailsham,
Heathfield, Polegate and Herstmonceux, and occasional clinics
at Pevensey, Rlpe, Chiddingly, Laughton, Punnetts Town,
Cross-in-Hand, Hellingly, Arlington, Hankham, East Hoathly,
Maynards Green, Hooe, Ninfield, Westham and Warbleton.

The need to keep up the immunity of the child population
by refresher doses was again stressed by the Ministry of Health,
who required the annual return to be completed on the same
lines as for last yvear, showing separate figures for the children
inoculated during the last five years and for children last
inoculated more than five years ago, whether by primary or
refresher inoculations, with no distinction between children
who have received the combined whooping cough and diph-
theria course of injections since April 1954. As will be seen
from the table below, the immunity index, which is cal-
culated on the proportion of children who have been given
moculations within the last five years to my estimated mid-
vear child population, is 68.6Y%, for the 1—4 years group and
64.4%, for the 5—14 years group. These figures are considered
to be fairly satisfactory but it is important that the public
should be continually reminded of the necessity of protecting
their children by diphtheria immunisation. In interpreting this
index it must be borne in mind that of the children under one
at the end of the vear only one third have attained the age of
eight months, and therefore if all this group were immunised
the index among them would be only about 339%,

Age at 31.12.54.| Under 1 1I—4 5—0 10—I4 (Under 15}
i.e. Bornin Year| 1954 |1953-1950|1949-1945| 1944-1940| Total
Last complete ‘
course of in- -
jections ¥ 85 1302 2498 | 2540 | 0425
(Whether pri- | i
mary or re- !
fresher) i
1950-1954 .. | 85 1302 1957 | 1415 4?59
1948 or earlier - —- . 541 ‘ 1125 11:[:1‘.:-
Estimated \ v J
mid-year child | 440 1898 5240 7578
population ..
Immunity 19.3% 68.69 64.4%, 62.89%,
Index
1











































Where Brucella abortus has been isolated the herd owners
have co-operated and taken advantage of the Health Depart-
ment’s offer to take quarter samples in order to trace the
infected cow or cows, as a result 462 samples were submitted
for examination. Follow-up samples from four cows traced in
1053 were continued but were given up after nine months as
the cows were still infected and the owner had decided to
continue to send his milk for heat-treatment and not to
revert to bottling.

Following a report that a bulk sample was infected with
Brucella abortus, quarter samples taken from the herd re-
vealed that one cow was secreting Brucella melitensis. This
result was confirmed by the Veterinary Research Station,
Weybridge, the cow subsequently being slaughtered under the
Brucella Melitensis Order 1940. It is interesting to note that
this herd adjoined, and was downwind from the herd from
which two cows were taken under this Order in 1953, yet in no
other way were the two herds connected.

Although undulant fever in man is caused by infection
with Brucella melitensis or Brucella abortus, no cases of this
disease were brought to my notice during the year.

I should like to record the help and co-operation which I
have received from the local veterinary surgeons, both those
in private practice and those of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries.

At the end of the year there were 25 producer-retailers and
18 distributors retailing milk in the district.

FOOD INSPECTIONS.

The most important event of the year from the point of
view of food inspection was the end of meat rationing, with its
attendant return to slaughtering by local butchers. Before
July the Council had a meeting with the members of the
Hailsham Butchers Group to discuss the adequacy of the
slaughtering facilities in the district. After this meeting the
butchers owning their own slaughterhouses proceeded to put
their premises in order and at the end of the year the position
under the Slaughterhouses Act 1954 was as follows:—

Premises licenced to 31st July 1959 7
Premises licenced for one year .. o B3

I0

I9
























