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Public Health Offices,
Town Hall,
Braintree.

Mr. Cheirman, Ladies and Gentlenen,

I have pleasure in presenting this report on the health and vital
tatistics of the Distriet for the year 19%4.

W@

The figures remain much the same as those for 1953. The number of
cages of infectious disense notified was exceptionally low and there was no
outbreak of sny kind.

Housing remains, perhaps, the chief problem, the Council being asked
vo prepare a programme for dealing with all the vworst property. The
recenl housing survey shows the extent of this problem, but any action taken
migt rely on the rebhousing of tenants in the Coumneil's houges.

There will, for many years, reuain a number of small houses
without some of the mcdern amenities. These being the only houses that
can be let at 2 low rent will be of value to the Mistrict if they are
thoroughly repoired and mointained in good condition.

May I toke this opportunity of thanking the members of the Health
during the two years that I have acted as Medical Officer of the District.
It is with regret that I relinguish my duties.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your cbedient Servant,

J e 5o HANSON »

Medical officer of Health.



1. gTATTSTICS MND LOCAL CONDITIORS OF THE AREA

\Toa 30 acres ses ¥ LI 59,556
Paputatdon (Reg!strarGenerl!s estinate) .. <02
‘uber of inhabited houses according to rate books 6,318
Ratesble value ses 8 e £76,150
G represented by o pamny rote ... er £307+ 13- 0.
Braintree Englend
Total lele Female
Live Births  Legitinate 323 163 160
Illegitimate 14 lDf 4
Sti11 Births 10 6 4
Birth rate per 1000 of estimated resident population 16.8 15.2
Birth rate corrected by comparability fipure of 1.10 18.48
Still birth rate per 1000 live and still births 28.8 24.0
Deaths (Registrar-Gencrel's estimate) 195
Death rate per 1,000 resident population 9.72 11.5
Death rate corrected Ly comparability figure of 0.87 8.45
Death of infants under 1 year of age 8
Deatn rate of infants under 1 year of age per 1,000
live births 25:7 255

Desth rote of legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate
live births 24.76
Death rate of illegitimate infan ts per 1,000
illegitinate live Hirths -
Deaths from Cuwicer (gl1 ages)

35
Deaths from Measles (all ages) 0
Deaths from Wicoping Cough (all ages) 0




Deaths at Various Age Groups during 1954

(kegistered and Transferred)

| Age Group Hegistered Ho. of Deaths

| Transferred }
?

| Under 1 year 2 6

| 1 end under 2 years il -

| :

i 2 and under 5 years - = |
j 5 end under 15 years - 1 g
5 15 and under 25 years H, -

| 1
| 25 end wnder 35 years - 1 |
1

i 35 and under 45 years &

I

I 45 and under 55 years 6 4

i

| 55 and under 65 years 13 12

] |
i |
| 65 and under 75 years 33 17 :_
!

i 75 mnd upwards 50 39

!

E

| 111 84

|




DEATHS FHOM ALL CAUSES, 1954

“ha table Yilaw was -compiled from figures supplied by the Reglistrar-
Qeneral and trhoe classification. is given under the thirty-six headings based
. s Abbrevicted List of the Intemational Statistical Classification of
Siacnnas, Injurtes and Couses of Death,1948.

Male Female
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory s coa - -
2. Tuberculogis, other ves .o 1 -
Zes Syphilitic disease “es “es — 2
4. Diphtheria sos e - -
s  Fhoopdng cougn voe e - -
. Meningococecal infections i S - -
f¢ Lonie pollomvetiiis B P - -
B Measies S oo = -
9. Other infective and perasitic diseases “on - 15
10. BRMaiiznant neoplasm, stomach aue vos 4 1
3l Weidgsent necplasm, lung, bronchus i 5 -
1.2, Malignant neoplasm, breast ia e - 2
13. Mddigmant neoplasm, uterus vos ales - 4
14, Other malimmont and lymphatic neoplasms e 14 )
15« Leukaenmia, alcukaamia e e - -
16 Diabetes SR Sa - -
17+ Vascular lesions of nervous system o 15 16
18s Coronary disesse, angina e A 13 13
19. Hypertension with heart diseaseé «.. . oo 4 -
20. Other heart disease . ‘os 12 =l
2l. Other circulatory disease $ieid s 3 3
22. Influenza i aibn - 2
2%, Pneumonia S e 8 3
24, Eronchitis i . 2 4
22s Other disesses of respiratory system e - 1
26, Ulcer of stomach snd duodenum .. S 2 2
ﬁ « Costritis, enteri tils, diarrhoea sinie - 1l
28. Nephritis and nephrosis sos acin 1 =
29. Hyperplasia of prostate e Ve & =
30. Fregnancy, childbirth, abortion S - =
r4 W o S
21, Congenital malformation S S 2 2
5o+ Other defined and ill defined diseases .o 9 8
oo+ Motor vinicle accidents TRl et i T
e Al other accidents A ey ] 1
35« Suicide b 2 =
ob. Homicide and operations of war ... : . . i =

All causes 103 92
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2., PREVALRNCE and CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

Cases of Infectious Disease notified in 1954.

| Totsl Cases

notified

Cases admitted
to hospitel

. Total Deaths

Scarlet Fever
Tnocping Cough
Meaales

Acute Pneumonia

. Dysentery
| Acute Poliomyelitis

Puerperal Pyreria
infective Hepatitis

9
L7
18

O

I P

A —

Totals [ S5

P

Food Polsoning

No cases of Food Poisoning were notified during 1954.

TUBERCULOSIS -

CASES NOTIFIED LURING 1954

Age Periods

Pulmonary

Non-Pulmonary

| Mal e

| Female

Male

Female

R

Under 1 year

1 and vnder 5 years
5 and under 10 years
10
15
20

and
5 and
and

65 and upwaras

and under 15 years
end under 20 years
and under 25 years
and under 35 years
under 495 years
under 55 years
under 65 years

I RFHEE | FHI

B 0 5 LS o B

i
!
|
i

[l |

Totals | 5

10

il

-

0f these cases 8 were of cases re-notified on taking up residence in this District.

Deaths from Tuberculosis

Pulmonary

Non-pulmonary

B 46

Male +
Femal e -
Male +
Female -

Totlal

| =




Public Health Qffices,
Ste Peter's Close,
Braintree.

Wre Cooirmemn, Lodies and Gentlemen,

T have pleasure in submitting my report on the Sanitary Circumstances
of ithe District and the work of the Samitery Inspectors! Department for the
vear ending the Zlet. Lecember, 1954.

“lie year will be remembered for at least two important events;
tiestiy, the coming into operation of the Housing Repairs and Rents Aci, and
cocondly Y.e de-rationing of meat and removal of restrictions on slaughtering in
Private nlaughter-nouies.

The former, o most complicated plece of legislative machinery, was
degigied & further slun clesrance wrk, and the reconditioning ond maintenance
ci unfit houses; and to allow Landlords to increanse rents under certain
condivions. The effects of the latter in preventing further decay of property
rensins to be seen |

The resumption of slaughtering of animals for humen consunption in
privete slaughter-houses naturally created naticnal difficulties particularly
with regard to stoff. Fortunately, so for as this Ddistrict is concerned,
only 6 of the 14 slsughter-houses in use before the war, were re-cpened; but
even this meant a considerable re-organisation of the work of the Department.

Tables and other details wvhich follow, will give scme idea of the
varded nature of the duties generally performed.

; ]';n conclusicn, I would express my appreciaticn and thenks to other
0fficers of the Council for their help end co-operation; to members of the
,.‘ Fa & - | . 3
Council for their interest and support, =md to my own steff for the

ﬂﬂnﬂiﬂﬁltious end loyal menner in which they have continued to perform their
om duties,

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your cbedient Servant,
C.ORG/AN.

Chief Senitary Inspector.

-7 =



SANITARY CIRCUMST/NCES OF THE DISTRICT A
WATER

Only ocne extenglon to water mains was made during the year at Feering
gind none wes planned for 1555.

The main public water supplies generally have been satisfactory during the year
as regards quentity and qualiiy.

Hone of the waters is lialle to have any plumbo-sclvent action.

The quality of the raw water from the Council!s sources of supply and of
Yie water passing into supply is eontrolled by regular bacteriological
cxzminaitiona. Regular chemicnl analyses are also made of the raw water from the
raspective sources. Slxty-six samples of main water supplies were taken for anelysis
fnring 195%4. Coples of typical reports on the analyses of the water from four
gources, FPetches Bridge Waterworks, Coggeshall Weterworks, Terling Waterworks
and the South Essex Water Compeny will be found along with the detalls of each

works.

A1l the mein water supplies in the District are subject to chlorination at
the respective sources. In the case of the Council's undertckings, gaseous
chlorine 1s employed at Peliches Bridge Viorks and hypochlorite solution at
Coggeshall and at Terling.

Detadls of the functioning of each of the wmdertakings during 1954 are

given belows It has not bem possible to obbtain separate stetistics as to trade
and domestic consumpition for the year under review.

Petches BPridge Waterworks (A)

Fumber gollons pumped during year ended 3lst.March,1955 70,920,000
Average day's pumping e sve sse 14. 46 hours

foeiystie Report

This sample is practically clear end bright in appearsnce and is free from
rebols. The waler is alkaline in rcaction but not to an excessive degree. 1Its
hardrnss and its content of mineral and saline constituents are very moderate,
end its organic gquality and bacterial purity are of a high standard.

These results are indicative of a water which is pure and vholescme in

character and suitable for drinking and domestic purposss.

Cogzeshall Waterworks (B)

Yumber gallons pumped during year ended Zlst.Merch,1955 39,956,000
kverage day'!s pumping .o sae Stan . 15463 hours

Annivat!s Repord

This sample 1s practically clear and bright in appearance, has a reaction
=



on the a'kaline side of neutrality and is free from metals apart from & negligible
trace of iron. The larcness of the water is very moderate; its content of
mineral and saline ~cnstituents in solution although high is not considered
sxceasive. Its orgmic quality and bacterial purity are of a high standard.

These nre normail results for the supply from the Coggeshall Pumping
Station. They are indicative ¢f a water vhich is shomesome in character end
auitable for drinking snd domestic purposes apart from the disadventage of the
knowm content of fluorine.

Terling Waterworks (C)

Wunber gallons pumped during year ended Alst.March,1955 22,995,000
Average day's pumping cus .ea see {/ hours

Anelyst! s Report

This sample is practeally clear and bright in eppearance, neutral in reaction.
and free from metals apart trom a negligible trace of iron. The water is very hardl
in character but its hardness and its content of mineral and saline constituents
in sclution are not excessive. Its organic quality and bacterial purity are of a
high standard.

These results are indientive of a water which is pure and wholesome in
character and suitable for public supply purpcsess

South Essex FWater Company (D)

Total quontity of water received by this Council from the Company for the year
ended 3lst.ilarch,1955 is as follows :

Eastern Area Gallons
(1) Augmented supply to Coggeshall, Kelvedon and Feering 15,642,000
(id) Supply to Bradwell, Cressing, Stisted, Black Notley
and Fhite Notley 96, 329,000
111,971,000
Scuthem Area (E}
Mgnented supply to Hatfield Peverel, Terling and
Fairstead o] 11, 575,000
To tal 123, 346,000

Analyst! s Report

This sample is clear and bright in ap; ‘ ;
of bacteriel purity. ght in appearance and is of a high stendard

; ?‘hese results are indicative of a water which is wholesome in character
and suitable for drinking and domestic Purpo ses.

- 0 -




Supply from Chelmsford R.D.C. (F)

Total qumntity of water received by this Council from the Chelmsford H.D.C.
for the year ended 3lst.March,1955, was made up as follows:

Gallons
Ranks Green Extension, Foirstead aus ‘oo 1,330,000
Tuller Street Extension, Fairstead vos .o 301,000
#Cardfields" Extension, Hatfield Peverel ... .ne 459,000
Total 2,090,000

Number of new connecticns at A D
Nunber of new connecticns at B and D 48
Number of new connections at C, F and F 16
Total 94

o

SHALLOW WELL SUPPLIES

Only 4 public shellow well supplies were in use at the end of the year
as follows :-

anfi_s_d}gs Wells and Springs
Bradwell Two wells at Council Houses end opposite Bridge Hall.
Finchingfield Two wells at Hawkins Harvest and at Ost End.

DRATNAGE AND SEWERAGE

¥ith the completion of the Northern Area Sewerage Scheme, connections
to the new sewers have continued but at a relatively low rate. Owing to the
conmplexities involving rights and privileges of the omers, the work inwveolwved
has been delayed and the appropriate action under the Public Health Acts is
still required to connect the properties.

The extensions to the Wethersfield Sewage Disposal Vorks, dealing with
120,000 gallons (dry weather flow) from the airfield, were completed in 1954
and are now satisfactorily in operation « The need for careful supervision over
the disposal of oil discharges is, however, very evident.

Building development continues to take place throughout the whole of
the Rurel Distriect, and in the villages of Rayne, Terling, Stisted and Bradwell
main drainage facilities are urgently required. The existing sanitary conditions
ere such as to warrant urgent attention in these specific cases.

- 0 -



~n the Jrondon Prad area of the Porish of Black_biatlejr, complaints
ccotinte to be wreccived and en acute problem m‘.li!. arisc unless the necessary
getinn ig tela. Upon the completion of the Braintree wiks, the solubion
4+ is particuisr problen can be resdily found.

The Council!s housing problem for normel r.eadﬁ? appears % be nearing
its end, and it would appear to be the apprupriate time to further stress the
importance of providing main drainage facilities in all those villages where
they do not now exist, particularly in those cases where pollution is being
cansed to rivers.

Coggeshall Sewage Disposcl Works

As has been previously rgported, the flow to this works continues to increasge

end 1{ is obvicus that modification end enlargement 1s necessary.
Two of the large pumps at the main pumping station have been completely

overhanled during the year and measures are in hand for similar work to be
carried cut on & further two pumps.

Kelvedon Sewzge Disposal Works

Similar remarks to the avove apply in this case, and maintenance works
on the filter distributor amms have bean carried out. Progosals are in hend
for ie erection of a2 further 150 houses in tnis village, which would again
point 1 the need for enlargement to cope with the flow.

Halfield Peverel Sewnge Disposaol Torks

a2 ngffdli;nlr{lfw&":d wrks in the District, complete modernisation is
.:t..hj' \9e¢ed at this worka. In view of the importance of the river into which
wis ellluent flows, from the point of view of water suply, the
y:rnctac:aztu],it.:; of combining a new scheme at Terling with modemisation of
this wris could be explored. During the year the existing plant has been
maintained vithin reasonable bounds.

g ., £4 . s cpa Tl =
Wethersfield Sewage Uisposal Works

the exgg;mﬁiﬁsrﬁnuf yet wrdng to capacity and, with the completion of
whole of the flom ooty Pe0iloned, it is now possible to desl with the
The adventages of émn E‘“e wiriield separately through the new extensions.
particularly o - ii'u'ln;? the whole works intercomected have been proved,
concerned,  Isolpbe e “"-‘:I‘I:" smell flow now coming through the three villages
solated cases of oil discharge were noted tut, with the

recently installeg el ga i
to the s::J'.n:i.:nau.m.lElh1 oil trap, damage to the treatment plant has been reduced

— 1] =




Fhite Nolley Sewape [dsposal Works

This works has continued to funchion in a satisfactory manner as the
anglyvses of somples show. With housing cdevelopment again, however, the
flow haz congidersbly increased but is gtill within the limits of the
donign for the works. The two pumps at the Cressing pumping station have
rajuired. complete overnml daring the year.

Analysea

the following ere details of the results of anmlyses taken at the
rarious wrks during the year. In sgpite of the remarks concerning the adequacy
of these woiks to deal with the inciessed flow, it is gratifying to note that,
villl proper maintenance and supervision, the number of unsatisfactory samples
Le reduced %o a minimam. :

Horks Analyses
Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Coggechall 2 =

Kelvedon 4

Hatfield Peverel 2

Wethersfield 5 o
5

White Notley

FUBLIC CLEANSING

Collection of omestic Refuse

e

Once again it is posaible to report that a reasonably satisfactory service
vas maintained througnout 1954 in spite of the difficulties appertaining to
this gervlice which heve been emphasized from year to year, namely, labour,
trausport, and lack of suiteble tips. The former in particular gave rise to
conglderavle anxlety due not only to normal occurrences, l.e. holidays,
secronzble departures from the service, tut especielly becsuse of illness
anongset the personnel.

Last year it was reported that the third end stendby vehicle wes fast
becoming obsclete and un-roadwrthy. This year it can be recorded that
folloving a major breakdown, it was finally token out of service. In view
cf the anticiputed use of the dual-purpose vehicle purchased by the Council
during the year, it was not considered necessary to replace the one teken
cub of service, at the present time. How effective the use of this particular
dual-purpose vehicle will be, and how long before a further full-time
vihicle is necesgsary renains to be sean.

R ol



The use of a further tip at Kelvedon was chtuined‘ during f..he year,
but it is not anticipated that this will last for more thun 2 - 5 years;
therefore the problem of a leng term mems of ¢isposal remains.

The Terling tip ceught fire in August end was still smeouldering at
the end of the year. During this period its use was very mach restricted.

Salvage
Salvaged uateriels to the value of approximately £769 were disposed

of during the year. Agein, theé greater part was derived from the sale of
waste papers

Night Soil Collection

Little chsnge took rlace in this service during the year. No extensions
to the collection area were made smd the number of new connections to the
Council!s scwers in the Horthermn Area were not sufficient to substentially
reduce the number of propertlies from which collections were made.

The work continued tc be carried out by Contract, tut it is enticipated
that in the early part of 1955, wmhen the lime sludge has been cleared from
FPetches Bridge Pumping Station, the dual purpose vehicle purchased by the
Council, will be breougnt into use for this servics.

S



SANITARY INSPECTION COF THE

DISTHICT

Details of the nature and number of inspections anc visite made

Juring the year by the Department are set out belows
will be appreciased that the majority of visits ore inevitebly a result

(nce more it was

of housing and ellied complaints brought tc the notice of the Department,

yften hirough applications for housing accommodation which continue to

he dealt with by the Department.

Hotire snd Number of Visits, Inspections, etc.

Housing Inspections and Recordings o
Conplaints received and investigated ek
Vicits bo investigate complainis

so=vigite and inspections of work in progress

Tieiviews with omers, builders and architects

tafectivus disease enquiries P
Uisinfections carried out .
infestation of Insect Pests found
Disinfestations carried out ses
fospections of Duirles ses
Vieiks to gloughterhouses and butcher's shops
ingpections of knacker's Yard ois
Taspections of Shops “as
Inspections of Bakehouses ves
Inspections of Fish Fryer's Premises —
Inspeetions of Ice Cream Premises oo
Inspections of Factories anc Workshops e
Inspections of Food Preparing premises e
Inspections of Schools ces
Weter somples token e
Tce Cream samples teken s
Ii=oine tested by
Vigits to premises regarding re-drainoge ..
Jasite to Requisitioned Premises
Viegits to Temporary Dwellings
Visits to Caomping ond Caravan Sites eee
Viegits in connection witn Refuse Collection and collection of salv
Visits to Refuse Tips aes
Visits to premises re. Water Supilies
Visit to promises re. Improvement Gronts ...
jislts re. Nationel Assistance Act vinte

Vizits o premises prior to removel to Council Houses
Visits to premises following applications for Council Houses

Visits to ascertain Permitted Numbers aee
Vieits to supervise H.C.N. fumigations e
Inspections re. Hats and Mice infestatiuns

Inspections re. Hiver pollutions
Visits re. Smoke Nuisances vos
Miscellaneous Visits end Inspections ve
Inspections st Public Houses “ae

-

- e .

;
age

73
8
66

129
220

35
99
36

107
227

none

291
16
110
10

295
24



CONTROLLEL PREMISES:

Details of Inspections, etc.

| Hag - i1di ; g ' o : . E e : A &
= e s B oBoal iguo Sl Mok LRIBGHISE 2
1 [ JaiatiAr M. s S u_oﬁhlﬁaﬁ‘?ﬂg
| | = W = | dw 0 “1 09 |+ B %0 @
| e P e e o e
e o A Lastn i E oo
| Common Lodging Houses Il Nil - - - : - ! iy
| Pakehouses s o150 fpddE 28 Binaa {2 2k okt
. Dairics and Milkshops ! il 7 19 — ' - i]:Ij_l
| £ 18 and | |
| Slﬂught;ﬁﬂ]lzi' sm;ﬂat;ps ; 16 16 634 16 | 15 Nil
! Enacker'!s Iar:ds i 1 1 59 3 ‘ E Nil
? Offensive Trades ] Nil | - - - ‘ - =
| Fieh Fryers , 4 | & 15 2 3t Wil
. Ice Cremm Premises | e ll S T 52 6 ! & | 4l
i Factories and Workeshops ! 57 | 42 63 4 1 1 Nil

Shops Acts, 19%: and 1950

Routine inspections of shops, particularly where this can be combined with
inspections of premises used for the preparation, storage and sale of foods was

mgintained a8 far as practicable.

Such premises do not present much of a problem since in many instances
the shops are attached to, or adjoining,
facilitics required by the Act are readily aveilable.

No Statutory Action was necessary during the years

Moveable Dwellings

Eight new applications for licences to station and use individual

ceravans on sites within the
year. The total number of ca

Fhilst the originel licence in

may have been intended to Le for a v

essuming quite a depgree of

what extent sich ugse can Le permitted.

A5 44 . . z v
In addition three site licences were in force.

- 15 -

some are

respect of several of these caravens
ery limited pericd only,
Permanency and the Council should consider to

living acconmodation where some of

Dstrict were received and aporoved during the
ravans s0 licensed was twenty-two.



Snoke Abatement

Thilst ne complaints were received during the yeer in respect of
the few fact:ry chimneys in the District. observaticns on the quantity
and density of the smoke emitted were made at intervels. The conditions
noted could not be considered bad but nevertheless, there was some room
for improvement.

If the problem of Smoke Abatement is to be considered a national one,
vhich indeed it should, then even the smallest factory chimmey in a Rursal
Area should be so constructed or adapted to give off the minimum of asmoke
and grit.

Vermin Infestation

The practice of carrying out inspections of bedding and housechold
effects before tenants move to Council Houses were continued. Two cases
of vermin infestation found during the year were dealt with.

Rag, Flock and other Filling Materinls Act, 1951

Only one premise is registered uncder the Act and no ceuse for complaint
was found during the year.

Rodent Control

As a result of complaints received or infestations found during
normal ingpections, 1% major infestations (20-100 rats), 77 minor
infestations (1-20 rats) and 21 cases of infestations by mice were
satisfactorily deslt with. In addition, pericdicel treatments were made
to the Council's refuse tips and sewage disposal vworks.

Infestations were once again found in the sewernge systems at
Coggeshall and Hatfield Peverel and were given the necessary treatments.

Factories

Particulars of premises in the Rural District coming within the
scope of the Factories Act, 1937, and of inspections made, will be found
on page l/.

Notification of the employment of 60 outworkers employed in the
[istrict was received during the year. These were engeged mainly in the
lampshade and wearing apparel industries.

Schools
All schools in the Rural Idistrict have piped main weater supplies

available, and the sanitary conveniauces continued to be meintained in
a reasonably satisfactory state. oA



FACTORIES ACE, 1937
1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of L:-I‘L‘:"-F'j.:'.:iui‘i as to health (including iﬂSpECtiGﬂB

made by Sanitary I:1syect.i:rs}
| Kumber of

: i e {
Premises : E g | g0 g'ﬁ :
: et P | &8 B
| gﬂgﬂ oo B A ot i e
i | o] 4= |
| e e
? — = T < | | -
(i) Factories in which Scctions 1,2,3,4 and 6 | | :r
| are to be enforced by Local Authorities 16 | 6 i - | = ;
(i1) Factories not included in (i) in which | |
Section 7 is enforced by the Local | | |
Auﬂlﬁrit}f ] -wa i ?:_L ! 5? i' - : — I
'= : : i | I
(iii)Other prenises in vwhich Section 7 is | |
enforced by the Local Authority | i i
( excluding out-workers' premises) B - | 14 = . -
| | | i
Total | 101 77 | - -

II. Cases in which DEFECTS were found:

Numnber of cases in which
Particulars i defects were found

Number of ,

|
i | cases in|
!_ g | Referred | vhich
| R Bk
! By, | g | HEE | mee '
! VI e e S o were
| | | N instituted
. Went of cleanliness (S.1) vy 7§ ; 1 | = | F: | - =
| Overcrowding (5.2) S [ oy s | 2 b ; -
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| Unreasonable temperature (S.3) ... TR e s I & ]
i Inadequate ventilation [Eed) « .as R j s = = |
| . : = ! i
F Ineffective drainage of floors (8.6) sl deaieall Yo pullin s - |
Sanitary convenience (S.7) A | 1| I!
1 (2) Insufficient S Rl A L e = !
- (D) Unsuitable or defoctive Ao flme o h| o chollBa X E
; (c) Not separate for sexes st e oV Raawg wet 5
| | 4 a ;-
! Other Uffﬁwﬂ_ﬁ (not including offences J’ [ i | i
| relating to outworkers) = e e s = |
| Total ooy ol S R
| | | ! Jl :
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HOUSING

Ve number o7 additional wmits of accommodation providsed in the District
during 1954 was }J'-".-F_}, an increase of 9 over the previcus year. Details are
5 fellows @ -

New Couneil Houses s Lot} 1595

Private Enterprise Houses ... ves 39
Plug: Additional units provided by conversion

of other buildings to new dwellings -

Total 2734

Less: Three cases of re-conditioning wi:ere
units of accommodation were reduced

from three to two or two to one ... 3
Twenty-three properties were
demolished in 1954 ... see 2%

Net total 208

The number of ocubtstanding applications for housing accommodation at the end
of the year was 586, e reduction of 24 over 1953.

This figure shows little change from year to year in spite of the fairly
frequent revigion of the applicationg. What was soid in 1955 on this point,
nemely, that in spite of the comparative large number of ap.lications still
registerad, 1¢ housing problem was much easier, was agaln justified. Urgent
and difficult problems do arise from time to time, naturally, but the large
scale denand for accommodation from farilies living under overcrowded or
otherwise bad housing conditions in the immediate post-war years have, in the
main, disappeareds

fihilet the number of new Council houses erected durdng 1954 showed zn
increase over that for 1953, it is anticipated that with the programme now in
hmd, there will be a considerable reduction during 1955, but private
enterprise houses should show & marked increase.

In accordance with Section I of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, the
survey of housing conditions throughout the District was commenced. This must
be completed end a report submitted to the Minister by the end of August,1955.
In view of the short time awvailable, it will not be practicable to carry out
a detailed inspection of all properties, but information already in hand from
Previcus surveys should enable a sufficient and accurats return to be made.

Apilications for Inprovement Grants under the Housing Act, 1949 showed a

marked increase during the year and a considerable amount of time had of
necessity to be spent on the work.

i



Up to date details of applications received since the commencement of the
scheme are as follows i-—

Houeing Act,1949 (Improvement Grant)
Figures up to %lst.Decenber,1954.

(2) Number of Applications recelved ‘es ves 49
(b) Number of Applications approved by Council “ee 40
(¢) Number of Improved dwellings resulting from works at (b) 61
(d) Humber of Improved dwellings completed i 32
(e) HNumber of Dwellings where work was in hand o 26
(f) Total amount involved in Grants approved a e £13,394

Other information relating to housing generally is included in the tabulated
form re-introduced this year for tne first time since 1939.

So far, experience of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, indicates
that the smendments to the Rent Hestrictions Acts have done little to assist
omers in carrving out repairs to their property. Only two applications, both
of which were granted, for certificates of disrepair were received from tenants.

1. INSPECTICN OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR.

(1) (2) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Hedlth or Housing Acts) 127

(b) IHumber of Inspections made for the purpose 147

(2) (a) HNumber of dwelling houses (including under sub-head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded under the
Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 ... ses

(b) Number of Inspections made for the purpose s

2 W%

(3) Hunber of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
hu-mm hablta.tll:lﬂ ] [N ] L 22

(4) Nunber of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
reterred to under the preceding sub-head) found not to
be in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation 105

2. RBMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL NOTTCES.

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in
conscquence of informal action by the Local Authority

or their Officers o las oo - 86
3+ ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS IURING THE YEAR.
A.- Procecdings under scctio i
L ne 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
(1) umber of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs e oo g

i




(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit
afior service of formal notices:-

(a) By owmers sia s Ser 5
'hH) By Local Authority in default of owmners ... 0
5 “roceedin ;s under FPublic Health fActs =
(1) = Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied Nil
(2) Fumber of dwelling houses in which defecis were
remedied after service of formal notices :-
(a) By owners s e akaie Nil
(b) By Local futhority in default of owners ... Nil
C.- Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,1936.
1) Number of dwelling houges in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made 14
(2) Nurber of dwelling houses demoliched in pursuance
of Demolition Orders 23
Ds= Proceedings under Section 1.2 of the Housing Act, 1935 :-
(1) Number of separate tmements or underground rooms
in respect of whlch Claeing Orders were made i
(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rocms
in resgpect of which Clcsing Orders were determined,
the tenenent or room having bean rendered fit il

4. Houging Act,19% Part IV Overcrowding.

No formal acticn was teken under this part of the
Act during the year.

LNSPECTIONS AND SUPERVISION OF TFOOD

Milk Supply

The majority of retoilers registered with the Council continue to
distribute milk as received by them in sealed bottles, and largely as a
result, lifile trouble was experienced with regard to complaints of
ungatisfactory supplies

Dairies

Twenty cdistrilutors and elght dairies were registered under the Milk
and Deiries Regulations, 194G.

The following licences were issued under the Milk (Special Designations)
Repulations, 1949.

Dealers! Licence for Tuberculin Tested Milk o T 10

By



Supplenentery Licence for Tuberculin Tested Milk 8

pealers' Licence for Pasteurised hlk ins e 10

Supplementary Licence for Pastearised Milk e 5

Ice Cream Premises

There were 59 premises registered for the storage, manufacture and sale
of ice crcam in the District, an increase of five over the previous year. Four
surples were taken, with the following results in terms of the Provisional
Grading of the Ministry of Health applicable to the Methylene Elue Reduction Test{;#

Manmufactured in the District Manufactured outside the District
1 Provisiocnal Grade % Provisional Grade
- Provisionel Grade - Frovisional Grade
- Provisional Grade -~ Provisional Grade
- Provisional Grade = Prcovisicnal (Grade

i) ho
W= by

Mealt Inspection

From the beginning of July, it agein became possible for butchers to uy °
and slaughter their own animels for the first time since 1940. It was aniicipate
that the majorify of those cvperating dlaughterhcuses before the war would wish
to do so once more, but in actusl faci, only 6 finally considered that the cost)
of bringing their premises up to a required stendard, together with the )
difficulty of obtaining suitable and qualified labour, justified them so doing.
From an adiministrative angle, thes were all conveniently situated in the
Southern part of the District. Even so, with the somewhat chaotic conditions
prevaiiing during the first few weeks, considerable re-organization of the
routine of the Department had to be made, and it was ultimately found that
owing to the fact that inspection has to be carried cut within a short period
of slaughter or not at all, meat inspection duties become a lcfinite routine '
with other duties fitting in as Lest they can. In spite of several weaknesses
in applicable legislation, it was found possible to inspect a very high :

percentage of snimuls slaughtered, due mainly to the co—-operation of the
butchers themselves.

Fuch of this work has of
hours and at wesk-eids,

July to Alst. December,

———

necessity to be performed outside normal office
A totel of 321 hours was thus spent from the lst. fl

e Th;{‘aljl—ﬂ?’iﬂg table will give some idea of the work involved and the figure:
]:Tmng\ ‘e anount of meat condemned is surely an indication of the value of
this important public health auty : -
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Other Foods

The standard of clesnliness of premises used for the preparation,
storage and sule of food, together with that of the personnel engaged
therein, wes given considerable atteniion cduring the year, as will be seen
from the tables of visits and inspecticns as sebt out elsewvhere in this
reports.

It was not necessary to seize any diseased or unsound food, nor was
it necessary t take any formal action under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938,
or the Bye-laws relating to the handling of foods.

Set out below are the quantities of various focdstuffs it was
necessary to certify as unfit for human consumption during the year. All
this food was veluntarily surrendered and on no occesicn was it necessary
to resort to seisure.

425 tins end jars of food of B8 1bs. Cocked Ham
varicus types
183 Lbs. Pork 6 1bs. Jellied Veal
4 1bs. Pork Luncheon Meat % 1bs. Apricot Pulp
6 1bs. Corned Beef 6.7 1bs. Horseflesh

Conclusion
Thonks are accorded to the Council's Surveyor and Fngineer and his

e 5 1 H | = ) - 5 - .
staff I‘?r mach of the information regarding Public Water Supplies end
Sewage Digposal included in the Sanitary Circumstances of the District.
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