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Mu:llu.

450 cases were notified during the year as compared with 406 in
1941, and it i1s satisfactory to note once again that there were no deaths.

Notifications per 1000 population i 0.7
(England and Wales = L. 7.46)

Small Pox.

No cases were notified during the year.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

- These cases are in the first instance notified to the County Council
which 1s the Maternity and Child Welfare Authority and any notifications
are notified to us by them but during the year we had no notifications
reported to us.

Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. é
There were 8 notifications during the year and | death.
Case rate per 1000 population .. san LD
(England and Wales o .. 0.14)

During the last few years one of the big events in the infectious
disease circles was the outbreak of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis which in
1940 and 1941 was very prevalent in our area and it is satisfactory to note
that during the year 1942, there were only 7 cases admitted to the Fever
Hospital and these were spread throughout the area. In addition, there
were 4 cases of observation Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis admitted to the
Fever Hospital. [t would thus appear that the epidemic was reaching
its closing stages during the vyear.

TUBERCULOSIS.
The number of new cases notified is as follows:
NEW CASES. DEATHS.
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
M. F M. FE F. M. F.

Ja - M 14 11 3 7 U i R A

There is a satisfactory decline of 10 in the Pulmonary male cases
and of 9 in the Pulmonary female cases during the vear but this decrease
in Pulmonary cases is to a certain extent counterbalanced by an increase
of 4 in the male Non-Pulmonary cases and of 1 in the female Non-Pul-
monary cases. It is also satisfactory to note that there were 6 less
Pulmonary deaths and | less Non-Pulmonary death during the year,



ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

On January Ist, 1942, there were 28 patients in hospital, namely,
8 Scarlet Fever, 17 Diphtheria, 2 Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis and | Erysip-
elas and of these, 12 were admitted from the Wrexham Rural District, 12
from the Wrexham Borough and 4 from outside authorities such as Llan-
gollen Urban, Ruthin Rural and Hawarden Rural District.

During the year 367 cases were admitted as compared with.477
in 1941 and 672 in 1940. Of these, 100 were Scarlet Fever (in¢luding
observation Scarlet Fever), 183 were cases of Diphtheria (and 2] were
cases of observation Diphtheria), 3 cases of Para-Typhoid Fever were
admitted and 8 cases of Erysipelas, though one extra case admitted as
Erysipelas was found to be suffering from Cellulitis of the leg and this
case was admitted for a very long period. 16 cases of Cerebro-Spinal
Meningitis were admitted and in addition there were 7 observation Cerebro-
Spinal Meningitis. In addition to these, 3 other types of Meningitis
were also admitted. [ have already referred to the fact that 17 cases of
dysentry werefadmitted from the Wrexham Rural District during the
vear. | here were a few other odds and ends such as Measles, Broncho
Pneumonia, Chicken Pox and Tonsillitis and also 4 cases of Puerperal
Septicaemia which were admitted from the Ruabon Maternity Home.

Of these 367 cases admitted, 209 came from the Wrexham Rural
District and of these 93 were Diphtheria and 56 Scarlet Fever. 98 were
admitted from the Wrexham Borough of which 11 were Cerebro-Spinal
Meningitis (and observation cases) 59 were Diphtheria and 16 Scarlet
Fever. There were 4 admissions from the Llangollen Urban an 3 from
Overton Rural area and 39 from the Ruthin Rural District and these
comprised 21 cases of Scarlet Fever and 18 cases of Diphtheria. 2 cases
were admitted from the Edeyrnion Rural District, | from Ceiriog and
Il cases of Diphtheria from Hiraethog Rural District.

During the year there were 347 cases discharged and there were
13 deaths namely 8 cases of Diphtheria, no cases of Scarlet Fever, 3
cases of Other Forms of Meningitis, | Para-Typhoid Fever and 1 Bronche
Pneumonia. There were remaining in Hospital at the end of the year
36 cases, namely, 10 Scarlet Fever, 22 Diphtheria, | Cerebro-Spinal
Meningitis and 3 Erysipelas, and of these 36 cases 19 were from the
Wrexham Rural District, 6 from the Wrexham Borough, 2 from Overton
Rural, 3 from Ruthin Rural and 6 from Hiraethog Rural District.

When one compares the admissions for 1942 with those of 1941
several interesting features are apparent. The most important is the
marked decrease in the number of patients from Diphtheria and observ-
ation Diphtheria. These totalled 288 in 1941 and 204 in 1942. In 194]
there were 52 cases of CerebrurSpiﬂa] Meningitis (and observation L‘MH]'.
whereas in 1942 there were only 23, In the previous year there was a
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large number of cases admitted as Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, but some
were found not to be so and the number of such cases in 1942 was very
_ much less than the number in 1941.

It would thus appear that the epidemic of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis
was reaching its completion and this is borne out by the number of cases
that we have had in 1943 up to the time of making the Annual Report.
It 1s satisfactory to note that out of the 23 cases of Cerebro-Spinal Menin-
gitis (and observation Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis) only one single death
- occurred, and though there were 3 deaths from other forms of Meningitis;
these forms were such that it is extremely improbable to find any other

than a termination.

The only other observation in such a comparison is the number of
cases of D]rsenﬁ'y in 1942 wherecas there were no cases in 1941,

During the year 533 Swabs were examined by me at the Laboratory
as compared with 1441 in 194]. Of these swabs 473 were negative and
60 were positive. In addition to this, a large number of swabs are sent
each week to Conway where they are examined by Dr. Robinson at the
Emergency Public Health Laboratory. Most of these swabs which are
sent to Conwa are I:_',rped and reference has been made in the meetmgs
of the Health Committee to the fact that according to reports received it
would appear that there is a very substantial number of the gravis type of
bacillus in the cases admitted to our hospital. It is not known why this
should be the case. The fact that we send these swabs to Conway often
entails the patients being kept in for a much longer period and this policy
has been amply justified by the almost complete absence of what is
technically tern'reti ‘return cases.

I would wish, once again, to pay a tribute to the work done by the
Matron, Assistant Matron, Sisters and other memners of the Nursing
Staff during the year. There appears to be an impression abroad that
our staft of nurses 1s excessive, but the fact that we have had so many
various types of infectious diseases has been ignored. When we have
such cases as Typhoid and Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, Erysipelas and
Puerperal Septicaemia, all these cases require separate nursing in separate
parts of the Euspltai and one has to take into consideration the fact that
each nurse requires rest and holidays. Towards the end of the year a
‘certain number of the nurses had left the hospital and their places have
not been filled and there is, at the present time, no excess of nursing, in
fact, it is necessary to emphasize that should there be a sudden outbreak
of Diphtheria or of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis we should be very hard
put with the present staff to cater for the nursing needs of the patients.

In reference to the cases of Diphtneria, we have for at least six
m:mths been able to utilize only one block owing to the fewness of cases
admitted and should these cases increase it will he necessary to revert
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WATER SUPPLY.

Samples of water are sent, whenever necessary, to the Conway
Emergency Public Health Laboratory for bacteriological analyses.

4 samples were taken from the main water concerns. One from
the Ruabon Water Company showed a large number of coliform organisms
present and this is undesirable for a piped water supply. The Cefn
Water Supply fell below the standard required for a treated water. Vron-
cysyllte Water Supply was satisfactory. Garth Water Supply 1s similar
to that of the Ruabon Water Company's supply in that there is a large
number of coliform organisms present.

In reference to these reports it is satisfactory to note that the
Compames have taken in hand the chlorination of water supply as rcqulred
hy the Mm:str:,r of Health and in some of the Cumpumeg the necessary
work was not completed until well into 1943,

In addition to the above samples 6 were taken of various wells and
supplies in the area. One unsatisfactory water sample was taken from
Bryn, Penylan, in reference to investigations which had been commenced
mn 1941 in this village. There is no proper water supply other than the
village pump and the whole supply is unsatisfactory. The village is in
the area of service of the Ruabon Water Compan:,r, but any scheme for
providing a piped water supply to this area is rendered extremely difficult
owing to the fact that some two or three miles of piping would be required
and the cost would be practically prohibitive.

A sample of water was ta!u:n from that used by a mil_k concern
and showed that there was no evidence of recent faecal pollution.

Two samples were taken in the Glascoed area, one was from a
well which was regarded as unsatisfactory and the other from a shallow
well which was also unsatisfactory.

Another sample of water was taken from Gwynfryn and at the
time of sampling there was very little evidence of recent faecal pollution
but slight evidence of contamination with surface water, and this was
explained by the fact that there was a manure heap within 25 or 30 feet

of the well. .

The last sample was taken from a shallow well at Christionydd,
near Penycae, in reference to the burying of a cow which was suspected
of being infected with Anthrax. Unfortunately, the carcass was buried
in a most unfortunate position ||:ml},r a few feet away from this well and on
a higher level than it. There was thus a possibility that had this carcass
been affected with anthrax a most serious state of affairs would have arisen
with reference to this water supply, seeing that this well was the only
water supp]}r for the ncighbnuring farm and coltages., It is satisfaclﬂr:,'
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QUARRY FENCING ACT, 1887.

No. of dangerous quarries fenced .. = i % 4

REFUSE REMOVAL.

No. of offensive accumulations removed upon notice .. RE 05
No. of nuisances arising from keeping animals, abated i 18

CLERICAL WORK.

No. of intimatory notices issued .. - 5% . 1383
No. of intimatory notices complied with b 2] 2 1330
No. of statutory notices issued 1 2 e F 92
No. of statutory notices complied with & b 2 92
Total number of visits and inspections " - e 9681
No. of houses disinfected .. 3 i o 4 162
NUISANCI .

1383 Nuisances were dealt with during the year. [t was found
necessary to serve Intimatory Notices in respect of nuisances under the
Public Health Acts and of these 1330 were complied with. In the case of
92 nuisances it was found necessary to serve Statutory Notices under the
Public Health Act, 1936, on the owners for the abatement of nuisances
and the provision of Sanitary Conveniences. All these were complied
with and it was not found necessary to take legal action against the owners
or to carry out the work in default.

HOUSING ACTS, 1936.

176 houses were inspected and found not to be in all respects fit
for human habitation. Notices were served upon the owners and 142
were complied with. In some cases, owing to the difhculty in securing

the necessary labour and material many Notices had to be modified and
only very urgent repairs called for.

It must again be pointed out that the condition of the older class
of property is very rapidly deteriorating and this will no doubt seriously
affect the post-war housing conditions as many of these houses are in a
dilapidated condition and were scheduled for demolition in 1939,
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. The Parochial Committee considered the matter and recommended
that the work should be carried out by direct labour. This proved, at the
time, a very difficult problem owing to the inability of securing a suitable
vehicle for the work and also a sufficient number of men. A second-hand
open lorry was purchased which can not be considered a suitable type
for this work with the added difhculty that the only available men being
over 65 years of age. The work was found to be heavy and difhcult but
in spite of these factors, it has to be admitted that the men have carried
out their work satisfactorily and one must appreciate the efforts they have
made to deal with the work in one of the most difhicult parishes in the area.

Similar arrangements were made for the combined parishes of
Allington, Burton, Gresfard and Holt and the work proceeded very
satisfactorily.

It is interesting to note that in the whole of the Wrexham Rural
District, the only parishes where the contract system still operates are
Bersham, Penycae and Marchwiel.

DISPOSAL.

The refuse collected in the parishes have been disposed of on open
tips. It has to be reported that during the year, no tip fires have had to
be dealt with. This i1s due to a great measure to the fact that salvage
operations have been extensively carried out in the various parishes and
has thus prevented a large quantity of combustible matter, which un-
doubtedly was the cause of many fires in the past, being deposited in the
tips.

In addition, it has been found that the tips could be kept in a much
better state with far less trouble and expense.

Several complaints however, were received regarding the infestation
of the refuse tips by rats and a Notice was served upon the Council by the
Denbighshire War Agricultural Executive Committee instructing the
Council to abate the nuisance. Several interviews were arranged with
the Pests Officer of the Committee and representation was presented to
the Health Committee suggesting that the respnsibility of carrying out
the disinfectation of the tips be transferred to the Committee and arrange-
ments made whereby the Committee undertake the treatment of all tips
and sewage works in the Council’s area,

FOOD.

As in previous years, one Central Slaughtering Depot was situated
in the area at Ruabon, and animals were slaughtered at these premises for
consumption in a large part of the Wrexham Rural Area. For reasons
of economy, the Ministry of Food decided to close the premises in June
























