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60 SUPERSTITIONS,

from those to whom their disciples ascribed the charac-
ter of sanctity. It was esteemed the immediate gift of
Heaven.— Yet, subsequently, by that vacillation which
ever distinguishes opinions resting on the imagin-
ation only,—instead of a divine endowment, this re--
markable prerogative was judged to be a certain indica-
tion of intercourse with Satan. In proof of a heavenly
mission, or as redounding to his glory, the biographer
of Kentigern, a Scotish saint of the sixth century, af-
firms, that he restored sight to the blind, hearing to the
deaf, and speech to the dumb, composed the furious,
raised the paralytic, dispelled fever, cleansed the lep-
rous, cast demons from the body of the possessed, and
healed every imbecility.*—A Scotish empiric of the
seventeenth century, professed the cure of those ¢ vis-
seit with frenacies, madness, falling evil : persones dis-
tractit in their wittis, and possessit with feirful appari-
tiones, St Anthonie’s fyre, the seiknes and diseas callit
noli me tangere; and of canceris, wormes, glengores,
and vtheris vncouth diseases;—all done be sorcerie,
incantation, devellische charmeing.” Above forty per-
sons are enumerated for whom he had preseribed, of
hundreds of the afflicted,—and his practice extended
to beasts.—He must have rivalled the saint. But the
repute of such qualifications having declined, he was
strangled and burnt as too familiar with Satan.+

# Jocelininvita Kentigerni, c. 35. ap. Pinkerton Vite Sanctorum, p, 270.
t+ Trial of Alexander Drummeond in the Kirktoun of Auchterairdour,
3 July 1629, — Rec. Just.


















































































































































































































130 SUPERSTITIONS.

Alleviating the pains of Parturition.—A fierce and
intolerant spirit is betrayed by inflicting penalties for
endeavouring to relieve the sick. If the weak thought
themselves benefited by charms: if the superiority of
the mind could contemn personal suffering, and if
hope be the harbinger of health, their utmost punish-
ment should have been contempt for credulity. Al-
leviating the pains of labour, or repelling the dan-
gers of parturition, where life may be purchased with
death,' could be never unimportant to the more inter-
esting portion of the human race. Yet here also has
severity frowned, not only on the afflicted, but on those
willing to contribute relief,—interposing a erunel venge-
ance against what rather merited commendation,

An old author alleges the general sterility of the
females of one of the Orkney islands—asserting, that
where otherwise, death proved the inevitable conse-
quence of labour, * mulieres hic steriles sunt et si gra-
vide evenerint nunquam cum vita pariunt.” But
those pregnant resorted to a church dedicated to the
virgin Mary, which must have been in propitiation.*

Eufame Macalyane, a lady of some rank, was charg-
ed thus in secking the aid of Agnes Sampsoun—* for
relief of your payne at the tyme of the birth of your
twa sones, and ressauing fra hir to that effect ane
boird stane to be layit vnder the bowstir putt vnder
your heid ; inchantit mwildis and powder putt in ane

e Ben Orchadiarum Insularum Descriptio, ad an, 1529, in MS,

Y. .Il.flu'rmy.




































142 SUPERSTITIONS.

virtues, the snail stone cured sore eyes, and accord-
ing to some, it was beneficial in parturition. Mizaldus
ascribes its origin to the head of the animal whose
name it bears.*

The origin of the toad stone was equally singular,
as shall be seen afterwards. It is described gener-
ally by Llwyd, the preceding author, as some pebble
remarkable for its shape, and sometimes for the var-
iety of colours. ¢ This is preserved to prevent the
burning of a house, and the sinking of a boat: and if
a commander in the field has one of them about him,
he will either be sure to win the day, or all his men
shall fairly dye on the spot.” The medicinal virtues
ascribed to it by Mizaldus, are numerous.

Every thing relative to sanctity was deemed a pre-
servative. Hence the relies of saints; the touch of
their clothes—of their tombs; and even portions of
structures consecrated to divine offices, were a safe-
guard near the person. A white marble altar in the
church of Iona, almost entire towards the close of the
seventeenth century, had disappeared late in the eigh-
teenth, from its demolition in fragments, to avert ship-
wreck.t The smallest decaying portion of human

* Mizaldus Memorabilia, cent. iil. § 41.

t Sacheverell, Voyage to I-Columkill, ap. Voyage to the Isle of
Man, p.132. Joknson, Journey to the Western Islands, 1773. The
amulets before mentioned are remarked by the same author, to be a
small sort of greenish pebbles, but without allusion to their reputed

virtues.








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































646 SUPERSTITIONS.

of suspicion. Alesoun Balfour, in Orkney, confessed
certain allegations of witcheraft, but only * be vehe-
ment tortour of the Caschielawes, quhairin sche was
kepit be the space of fourtie aucht houris:” nor did it
come of her own sufferings only, for her aged husband,
her eldest son, and daughter, were all in her presence
“put in tortour, at the same instant tyme, the fader
beand in the lang irnes of fiftie stane wecht : the sone
callit in the buitis, with fiftie-sewin straikis: and the
dochter, being sewin yeir auld, put in the pinny
winkis, to the effect that, being swa tormentit besyd
hir, mycht move hir to mak ony confession for thair
relief.” When condemned and led to exeeution,
“vypoun the heiding-hill” of Kirkwall in 15694, this
unhappy person declared herself “als innocent, and
wald die als innocent of ony poynt of witcheraft as
ane barne vnborne.” Yet this was not enough to the
tormentors, for on the parson of Orphir asking whe-
ther she would abide by her first confession, she re-
turned the following impressive explanation: that she
was then *“tortourit divers and seuerall tymes in the
cashielawis : and sindrie tymes takin out of thame
deid, and out of all remembrance ayther of guid or
eivill : as lykwayis hir guidman being in the stokis,
hir sone tortourit in the buifis, and hir dochter put in
the pilliewinkis, quhairwith sche and they wer swa
vexit and tormentit, that pairtlie to eschew ane grittar
torment and pwnieschment, and vpoun promeis of hir

lyfe and guid deidis be the said persoun, falslie, aganis
























Goh SUPERSTITIONS.

On the whole, it may be concluded, that the pillie-
winkis and thumbkins, are modifications of the same
engine, and belonging to the more ancient contrivan-
ces of mankind, for tormenting each other.

Boot.—From the barbarity endured by the unlucky
necromancer, John Feane, whereof the bare recital
makes nature shudder, none has been more formidable,
or has obtained greater notoriety, than the boot.

An English visitor of Secotland, in 1679, describes
the boot, as * four pieces of narrow boards nailed to-
gether, of a competent length for the leg, not unlike
the short cases we use, to guard young trees from the
rabbits, which they wedge so tightly on all sides, that
uot being able to bear the pain, they promise confes-
sion to get rid of it."* However, a clergyman taken
at Pentland hills, for the very suspicious appendage
of “a sword, though not present at the fight, was first
cruelly tortured with iron boots,"t+ which is confirmed
by another, describing him as a “ much honoured
young minister,” who patiently endured the torture of
the boots—a cruel engine of iron.j pat |

The delineations of torture, and especially those in
the rare and singular work of Milleus, shew that the
wedges were driven in by a mallet from above, after
the boot was adapted to the leg of the prisoner,|| which

* Morer Short Account of Scotland, p. 33, 34. Edition in 8vo. .dlex-
ander Medulla Scotiz, refers in the title page to the boot.

+ Sufferings of the Cameronians, p. 8.

{ Shields, ut sup. p. 186.
| Milleus Praxis Criminis, f. 61. v.

























































































































































