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PREFACE.

g ————

TuE present volume comprises the three most interesting
contemporary Chronicles of the Crusades which have been
handed down to us; two of them recording very fully the
romantic deeds of our lion-hearted Plantagenet; the third the
chivalric career of the pious and exemplary Saint Louis of
France.

Of the author of the first of these Chronicles, Richard of
Devizes, nothing is known beyond what he himself informs
us in his preface, by which it appears, that he was in early
life a monk of St. Swithin’s Priory at Winchester, and sub-
sequently a Carthusian of Witham. Other works have been
ascribed to the same writer, but there is great uncertainty
as to their authorship. His Chronicle is valuable, because it
connects affairs which were passing in England with the
events which took place simultaneously in the Holy Land.
The original Latin was first published by the English His-
torical Society, under the editorial care of the Rev. Joseph
Stevenson. From that edition, a translation was made by the
Rev. Dr. Giles, in 1841, which is here reprinted, with occasional
emendations by himself.

The second work in this series is the History of the Ex-
pedition of Richard Ceeur de Lion to the Holy Land, by
Geoffrey de Vinsauf (or Vinosalvo). Little is known of this
author, but the peculiarity of his name has given rise to
several ingenious conjectures as to its etymology. Some
derive it from Vin and sawver, and suppose he may have
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had the custody of wine in his monastery ; others from the
German words Wein and sawffen, which would imply tip-
pling. Others, again, suppose that he may have been su-
perintendent of the vineyard, the wine-pressing, preserving,
&c. Pits, somewhat in confirmation of this latter notion,
cites a MS. which he saw in Caius College, Cambridge,
written by one Geoflrey, on preserving wines and fruits,
and on grafting.

Whatever may be the true derivation of his name, Geoflrey
15 generally believed to have been an Englishman by birth,
but of a Norman family. IHis writings are numerous, and
several of them poetical. The following are the principal :—

On preserving Wines, Fruits, &c. (De Vinis, fructibus, &ec., conser-
vandis).
Itinerarium Regis Anglorum Richardi, et aliorum in Terram Hiero-

solymorum.

To the Emperor Henry, about liberating King Richard (Ad Ceesarem,
&e.).

Monody on the Death of King Richard (Mongdia, &e.).

To William Longchamps, Bishop of Ely, and Chancellor (Ad Wil-

helmum, &c.).

Of the State of the Roman Court (De Statu Curize Romanz).

Manual or Handbook (Enchiridion).

On New Poetry (De Poetria Nova).

On Rhetoric (De Arte dicendi).

On Ethies (De Rebus Ethieis).

But of all his works, the most important and intrinsi-
cally valuable is his History of the Third Crusade, under
Richard the First of England and Philip Augustus of France.
It 1s the only Chronicle written by an eye-witness, of those
furious assaults which the army of Saladin made upon the
Christians, and of the firmmess with which the lion-hearted
Richard withstood and repulsed them. If the reader takes the
trouble of comparing Geoffrey’s full and interesting account
of the Crusade with that of Richard of Devizes, he will per-
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ceive how much superior it is in every respect. Geoffrey lived
to see the death of King Richard, and the accession of his
brother John, and it is much to be lamented that he breaks
off his history, somewhat abruptly, just at the moment when
the Crusaders embark on board ship to leave the Holy Land,
at the end of the year 1192. The original of this inter-
esting record was printed for the first time complete in the
second volume of Gale and Fell's Collection in 1687, but
fragments had previously been given by Bongars in his
“Gesta Dei per Francos.” The present translation is the
conjoint labour of a classical scholar and a gentleman well
read in Medizval history ; a mode of proceeding which, after
some experiment, it was found advisable to adopt, our author’s
corrupt Latin being frequently so vague and uncertain as to
defy the best scholar who has not made the lore of the middle
ages his particular study.

The third and last, and by no means the least interesting
work in this volume, is Joinville’s Memoirs of Saint Louis,
the crusading king of France. The translation is by Colonel
Johnes, of Hafod, and is given entire, with all the notes
which are really illustrative of the author. Head-lines, dates,
and an index have been added; which have, at least, this
merit, that no previous edition, either Iinglish or French, has
any of these useful accompaniments. The Biographical Sketch
of Joinville is compiled from Colonel Johnes’s materials, the
Biographie Universelle, and other sources.

H. G. B.
August, 1848,
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PREOLOGUE.

To the Venerable Father Robert, his very good Lord, for-
merly Prior of the Church of Winchester, health to per-
severe in the good work he has begun, has faithful servant,
Richard, surnamed of Devizes, sends greeting :—

Sect. 1. ArTER you had happily proceeded to the Charter
House* from our church of Winchester, much and often did I
desire to follow you who had thus departed, peradventure to
remain with you, but certainly to behold what you were about,
how you lived, and whether the Carthusian cell is more ex-
alted and nearer heaven than the ecloister of Winchester., It
pleased God at length to satisfy my wish. I came, and oh
that I had come alone! I went thither making the third,
and those who went with me were the cause of my return.
My desire displeased them, and they caused my fervour, I will
not say error, to grow cold. I saw with you that which else-
where I had not seen, which I could not have believed, and
which I could not sufficiently admire. In each of your cells
there is one door according to custom, which you are per-
mitted to open at pleasure, but to go out by it is not per-
mitted, except so much as that one foot should always remain
in the cell, within the threshold. The brethren may step out
with one foot, whichever they please, but the other must re-
main in the cell. A great and solemn oath is to be taken
that the door by which it is not permitted to enter or depart

* At Witham,
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should be kept open. I am astonished also at another thing ;
abounding in all the good things of this world, as having
nothing, yet possessing all things, more compassionate and
hum:me than all men, having the most perfect love one to
another, you divide the affection of charity to strangers, vou
bless without giving supplies to your guests. Nor do I less
admire, in the third place, that living to yourselves apart out
of society, and singly, you understand all the great things
achieved in the world as they happen, and even sometimes
you know them prior to their being accomplished. Do not,
however, consider it want of respect in me to your more than
Pythagorean taciturnity, if I shall dare presume to address
men of so great gravity, and so arduous profession, rather with
the trifles of the world than mere idle gossip.

Sect. 2. Nevertheless, although, as it is thought, the Om-
niscient God is with you and in you, and through Him you
know all things, and not from man, nor yet by man, you were
pleased, as you said, that my essay would be a solace to you,
inasmuch as in the first place I should write to you a history
of the fresh changes, which the world has produoced, turning
squares into circles (more especially since your transmigration
to the celled heaven, by means of which the world may appear
more worthless to you, having its fickleness before your eyes),
and, secondly, that a well-known hand might recal to you the
memory of one beloved.

Oh! what delight! if that holy spirit, if the angel of the
Lord, if the deified man who is become already of the number
of the gods, should deign to remember me before the great
God, me, who am scarcei}r worthy to be accounted a man. 1
have done that which you desired, do that which you have
promised. And that the little book may have a commence-
ment of some importance, I have begun a little higher than
was stipulated, making our Royal house troubled like that of
(Edipus, the bounds of my work, commencing at the latter
part, not daring to hope to unravel the whole. Why, and
how, and when, the father may have crowned his son; how
great things and of what importance thenee ensued ; who and
how often and what regions they embroiled ; with what suc-
cess they all ended I have left to those who produce greater
works: my narrative serves only for the living.
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IN THE YEAR OF THE LORD MCLXXXIIX.

Secr. 3. Now in the year of our Lord’s incarnation 1189,
Richard, the son of king Henry II. by Eleanor, brother of
Henry III.,* was consecrated king of the English by Bald-
win, archbishop of Canterbury, at Westminster, on the third
of the nones of September (3 Sept.). On the very day of the
coronation, about that solemn hour, in which the Son was im-
molated to the Father, a sacrifice of the Jews to their father
the devil was commenced in the city of London, and so long
was the duration of this famous mystery, that the holocaust
could scarcely be accomplished the ensuing day. The other
cities and towns of the kingdom emulated the faith of the
Londoners, and with a like devotion despatched their blood-
suckerst with blood to hell. In this commotion there was
prepared, although unequally, some evil against the wicked,
everywhere throughout the realm, only Winchester alone, the
people being pmdent and circumspect, and the city always
acting mildly spared its vermin. It never did any thing over-
Epeedlly, fearing nothing more than to repent, it considers
the result of every thing before the commencement. It was
unwilling, unprepared, to cast up violently through the parts
the indigestion by which it was oppressed to its bodily peril,
and it was careful for its bowels, in the mean time tempe-

* Henry, son of King Henry II., is frequently styled Henry the
Third, in the early Chronicles.
t Jews, so called probably from their usurious practices.
B 2
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rately concealing its uneasiness, until it should be possible for
it, at a convenient time for cure, to cast out the whole cause
of the disease at once and once for all.

Sect. 4. Not without the anxious solicitude and amaze-
ment of many, a bat was seen, in the middle and bright part
of the day, to flutter through the monastery, inconveniently
recircling in the same tracks, and especially around the king’s
throne.

Sect. 5. William de Longchamp, who had been the chan-
cellor of the earl of Poitiers before his accession, when the
earl was ecrowned king, considered his office to have profited
as much for the better, as a kingdom is superior to an earldom.

Sect. 6. A circumstance happened on the selfsame day of
the coronation in Westminster Abbey, a presage of such por-
tentous omen, as then was hardly allowable to be related even
in a whisper. At Complin, the last hour of the day, the first
peal that day happened to be rung, neither by any agreement,
nor even the ministers of the church themselves being aware
of it, till after it was done; for Prime, Tierce, Sext, Nones,
and the solemn service of vespers and two masses were cele-
brated witlmut any ringing of peals.

Sect. 7. Stephen de Marzia,* seneschal of Anjou, under the
king ]thEI y deceased, he great and mighty, singularly fierce, and
the master of his lord, being taken and cast into chains, was
dragged to 11r"'¢"irmln:-stvalz',, where being made a gazing-stock to
angels and to men, emaciated with woeful hunger, and broken
with the weight of his irons, he was constrained to the pay-
ment of tlurt}r thonsand pounds of money of Anjou, and the
promise of fifteen thousand pounds, for his ransom. Ralph de
Glanville, justiciary of the realm of England and the king’s
eye, a man not inferior to Stephen, except in manners and
riches, being deprived of authority and given into custody,
redeemed merely his liberty to go and come for fifteen thou-
sand pounds of silver. And whereas this name, Glanville,
had been so great the day before, a name as it were above
every name, so that whosoever, to whom it should be given
by the Lord, would converse among princes, and would be
adored by the people, yet the next morning there remained
not one in the land who could be called by this name. That

* Stephen de Marzia, otherwise called Stephen de Turonis.
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was the ruin of those two, to wit, of Stephen and Ralph,
which also it is certain has been the ruin of thousands before
them, and which hereafter may ruin others, namely, a suspi-
cion arising from the confidence of their former lord.

Sect. 8. John, the king’s brother, who alone of the sons of
his mother, queen Eleanor, survived his brother, besides the
earldom of Mortain, which, by his father’s gift, he had long
enjoyed, was so greatly enriched and increased in England by
his brother, that both privately and publicly it was affirmed
by many that the king had no thoughts of returning to the
kingdom, and that his brother, already no less powerful than
himself, if he should not restrain his innate temper, would,
impelled by the desire of sovereignty, endeavour to drive him
vanquished from the realm.

Sect. 9. The time of commencing his journey pressed hard
upon King Richard, as he, who had been first of all the princes
on this side the Alps in the taking up of the cross, was unwil-
ling to be last in setting out. A king worthy of the name of
king, who, in the first year of his reign, left the kingdom of
England for Christ, scarcely otherwise than if he had departed
never to return. So great was the devotion of the man, so
hastily, so quickly and so speedily did he run, yea fly, to
avenge the wrongs of Christ. However, whilst he kept the
greater matter in his mind, giving himself in some little mea-
sure to deliberation for the kingdom, having received power
from the pope that he might withdraw the cross from such of
his own subjects, as he should desire, for the government of
his kingdom, he first appointed Hugh Pudsey, bishop of
Durham, to be chief justice of the whole realm, and with
design, as is thought by many, further creating him a young
earl of Northumberland out of an old bishop, the custody of
as many castles as he liked being yielded to him, he diligently
cleared from his coffers ten thousand pounds of silver.
Geoffrey Iitz Peter, William Briwere, and Hugh Bardulf
being permitted to remain at home, the eross being withdrawn
from them, the king’s treasurer transferred the whole collec-
tions of the three as three nuts into the Exchequer. All the
sheriffs of the kingdom, on any trivial accusation falling under
the king’s displeasure, were deprived of their unlucky power,
and scarcely permitted to see his face, even by the mediation
of inestimable treasure. Ralph de Glanville, than whom none



6 RICHARD OF DEVIZES, [sEcT. 10-13.

of his time was more subtle whilst he was in power, now
being reduced to a private person by his prince, was so
stupified through grief, that his son-in-law, Ralph de
Ardenne, uttr:rly lost, by reason of his careless talk, whatever
he had previously :mqmred by the judgment of his mouth.
He too, himself, because he was an old man, and not able to
bear fatigue, if he had been willing to give the king that little
which remained after the payment of the fine, as a gratuity,
would easily have obtained a remission of the peril of the
journey. The king received security from the tributary
kings of the Welsh and of the Scots, that they would not
pass their borders for the annoyance of England during his
absence.,

Sect. 10. Godfrey, son of that renowned Richard de Luei,
Richard (Fitz Neale) the treasurer, Hubert Walter, and
William de Longchamp, four men of no small virtue, and of
no mean praise, were elected at Pippewelle to the four vacant
sees, viz. Winchester, London, Salisbury, and Ely. They all
obtained sufficient canonical nomination, and especially the
elect of Winchester, who obtained his nomination to the
dignity on the seventeenth of the kalends of Oectober
(Sept. 15), while the election of the other three was delayed
till the morrow, the king consenting and the archbishop con-
firming what was done, although at the first he would rather
have had it somewhat otherwise : concerning which it wonder-
fully happened that he, who had been nominated to one of the
sees by the archbishop’s means, died that very day. William,
bishop elect of Ely, retained the king’s scal on the payment
of three thousand pounds of silver, although Reginald the
Italian had bid one thousand more. The bishops elect of
Winchester and Salisbury were consecrated at Westminster,
by Baldwin, archbishop of Canterbury, on the eleventh of
the kalends of November (Oct. 22). On that day, Hugh de
Nonante, bishop of Coventry, laid his complaint before the
archbishop and bishops assembled at the consecration of the
bishops elect, against his monks of Coventry, for having laid
violent hands on him and drawn his blood before the altar.
He had also expelled the greater part of the congregation
before his complaint, nor did he cease from his importunity
until he had obtained the sanction of all the bishops in attes-
tation to the pope against the monks.



1190.] RICHARD RAISES MONEY. T

Sect. 11. Godfrey, bishop of Winchester, mindful of his
profession, suing for the restoration of the possessions of his
chureh, which hs:ul been taken away, as no one had any right
of replevin against the church of Winchester with rekpect to
its two manors, namely Meones and Weregrave, recovered
them by judicial decree, three thousand pﬂunds of silver being
privately given to the king. Nor did the considerate man
omit at the same time to pay a fine to the king for the in-
demnity of the church’s treasure, for his patrmmn}r, for the
county of Hampshire and for the custody of the castles of
Winchester and Porchester. And because the time for the
payment of so much money was nigh at hand, as he could not
pass over the day fixed for the payment without detriment to
the whole business, and he eould find no nearer resource under
heaven, although against his will, he laid his hand on the
treasure of his church, to restore which, however, he obliged
himself and his successors, providing security to the convent
by the testimony of a sealed bond. A man of such courtesy
and moderation, who not even when angry ever did any thing
to those who were under him, but what savoured of mildness :
truly of his family, and one of his familiars, of whom 1t is
said, under whom to live is to reign.

Sect. 12. The king readily disburthened all, whose money
was a burthen to them, such powers and possessions as they
chose being given to unybﬁd}r at pleasure ; wherewith also on
a time an old acquaintance in the company joking him, he
broke off with this evasion, I would sell London if I could
find a chapman.” Many a one might have been forewarned
by that expression, had it been uttered sooner, not to learn to
be a wise merchant, after the English proverb, “by buying
for a dozen, and selling for one and a half.”

IN THE YEAR OF THE LORD MCXC.

Sect. 13. In the year from the incarnation of the Lord
1190,* the king crossed the Channel to Neustria (Normandy),
the care of the whole kingdom being committed to the
chancellor.

Richard, bishop elect of London, and William of Ely, were

* December 12, 1189,
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consecrated by Archbishop Baldwin at Westminster, the
second of the kalends of Janunary (Dec. 31, 1189). William
de Mandeville, earl of Albemarle, being seized with delirium
in an acute semitertian fever, died at Gisorz: whose relict, a
woman almost a man, who was deficient in nothing masculine
but manhood, William de Fortibus, a knight a thousand times
approved in arms, received to wife by King Richard’s gift,
together with all the honours of her former husband.

Sect. 14. William, bishop of Ely, and the king’s chancellor,
by nature a second Jacob, although he did not wrestle with
the angel, a goodly person, making up in mind for his short-
ness in stature, secure for his master’s love, and presuming on
his favour, because all power was, is, and will be impatient of
a partner, expelled Hugh de Pusac from the Exchequer, and
barely leaving him even his sword with which he had been
invested as an earl of the king’s hand, after a short time, de-
prived him of the honour of his earldom also. And lest the
bishop of Durham alone should bewail his misfortunes, the
villain, who was now more cruel than a wild beast, and
spared nobody, fell upon the bishop of Winchester also. The
custody of the castles and county is taken away from him,
nor is he even permitted to enjoy his own patrimony. The
kingdom is disturbed, and the discontented are charged with
disaffection to the king. Everybody crosses the sea to im-
portune the king against the tyrant, but he having crossed
first of all, briefly related before the king a partial account of
his entire proceeding and expulsion; by whom also he was
fully instructed in all things to be done; he thus foiled the
adverse wishes of his rivals, and was on his return before
those who assailed him could obtain admission to the king’s
presence. So he returns to the English not less powerful and
prosperous, than one who has accomplished all things what-
soever he desired. The king having returned from Gascony,
where he had foreibly put down the thiev es, and captured the
holds they had occupied, all those whom the chancellor had
injured assembled before him, who satisfying every one as
then to each seemed good, sent them all back to the chancellor
with such letters as they then desired. John, bishop of
Norwich, being also one of those who threatened Saladin,
amply furnished for his journey and the cause, whilst pro-
ceeding on his way in the borders of Burgundy, fell among
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robbers, who took from him all his substance ; and, as he had
no means left wherewith he might proceed, he turned his
course towards the pope, and when with his insinuation he
bad bemoaned his mischance and poverty to him, the clemency
of the Holy See dismissed him home, absolved from his vow.
Sect, 15. The bishop of Winchester, being affected with a
serious disease, remained some time beyond the sea. The
bishop of Durham in haste proceeded direct to London,
but not being received by the barons of the Exchequer,
he hastily, as if sure to triumph, pursues his way after
the chancellor, who at that time had gone on an expedition
towards Lincoln; whom having overtaken, he saluted in
the king’s name, not freely nor without a frown, and then
questioned him seriously concerning the affairs of state,
and, indeed, as if he would not suffer any thing to be done
without his consent. He neglected fine language and long
words, and while he boasted too much of power not yet
received, not considering with whom he was speaking, he
loosely uttered whatever he ought to have kept secret. At
the conclusion of his address, the staff’ is put forth to silence
talk, the king’s solemn act much to be reverenced is exhibited
for recital. The mountains travail, the silly mouse is pro-
duced. The observance of strict m]ence 1s enjoined during
the king’s mandate ; all were hushed, and attentive held their
tongues. The epistle 18 read in public, which would have
been much more to be feared if it had not been so soon read ;
he (Longchamp), well able to conceal his device, shrew{ll}r
deferred to answer what he had heard till the seventh day,
appointing their place of conference at Tickhill. On the day
appointed the bishop of Durham comes to the castle, and his
attendants being commanded to wait for him before the gates,
he goes into the chancellor quite alone; he who before had
held his peace, speaks first, and compels the deceived to
recite with his own mouth letters he had obtained after the
former against whatever he had hoped. As he was preparing
to answer, he added, ¢ The other day while you were speak-
ing it was time for me to be silent ; now that you may discern
why I have taken a time for speaking, you being silent; as
my li::brd the king lives, you shall not depart hence until you
have given me hostages for all the cmtles which you hold
being delivered up to me, for I do not take you as a bishop
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a bishop, but as a chancellor a chancellor!” The ensnared
had neither the firmness nor the opportunity to resist; the
hostages are given, and at the term assigned the castles are
given up for the restoring of the hostages. William, bishop
of Worcester, who succeeded next to Baldwin, went the way
of all flesh.

Sect. 16. The lord bishop of Winchester, at length re-
covering in Neustria, and also desiring to receive back the
things taken from him, recrossed with all the speed he could,
and found the chancellor besieging the castle of Gloucester.
Whose arrival being known, the chancellor goes forth to
meet him as he comes, and having heartily embraced and
kissed him, says, “ You have come at a most desirable time,
dear friend! are we to prosecute the siege or desist 27 To
whom the bishop replies, “If you desire peace, lay down
arms.” He, quick of apprehension, perceived the force of
the words, and commanded the heralds to sound the retreat ;
he also restored to the bishop his patrimony without dispute,
but that only. All the others, who had crossed the sea
against the chancellor, profited less than nothing. William,
legate of the Apostolic See, held a council at Westminster, in
which, lest there should be nothing done to be reported of
him hereafter, he sentenced all religion to be expelled from
Coventry cathedral, and prebendary clerks to be substituted
in place of the monks,

Sect. 17. William, the wonderful bishop of Ely, chancellor
of the king, justiciary of the kingdom, of threefold charge
and threefold title, that he might use both hands as the right,
and that the sword of Peter might succour the sword of the
ruler, took upon himself the office of legate of all England,
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, which he obtained from the
pope at the instance of the king, who would not otherwise
set out, by Reginald, bishop of Bath. Therefore successful
in every office which he craved, he passed to and fro through
the kingdom with the rapidity of a flash of lightning.

The King of Darkness, that old incendiary, having added
fresh fuel, fanned the ancient spark between the church of
Salisbury and the monastery of Malmesbury into renewed
flames. The abbot is roused not now to make the profession
of pontiff, but to disavow the very title of the bishop as well
as his crosier. Royal letters to the chancellor were obtained,































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































