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thirteen years of age; the operation was,
as regards the result, the same as that of
Mr Syme, but the mode of operating dif-
fered, in as much as M. Robert commenced
by disarticulating the foot, and then car-
ried the knife behind the os caleis so as to
divide the tendo-achillis, and complete the
operation by forming the plantar flap last:
the malleoli were then sawn off. At the
time of the report, three weeks after the
operation, the flap had adhered in the
greater part of its extent, and the cure
was going on favourably. — Annales de
Thérapeutique, Méd. Chir., Sept. and Oc-
tober 1848,

[The modification adopted by M. Ro-
bert, and which the Parisian editor seems
to think less convenient than the usual
plan of dissecting up the plantar flap in
the first instance, has been performed
here in some cases, and for our own part,
after having tried both plans repeatedly
on the dead body, and performed them
both on the living, we think the method
pursued in M. Robert’s case is preferable,
as being rather more expeditious, and,
what is of greater consequence, causing
less twisting and disturbance of the tissues
composing the plantar flap, than where
we begin by dissecting up that flap. The
French editor remarks, that the ankle-
Jjoint amputation is at present engaging
much attention in Paris, as to the after
condition of the patient in regard to their
ability to use the stump for walking. We
should have thought the facts published
by Mr Syme and others, in this country,
and the cases of MM. Baudens and Jules
Roux, &e., in France, would have satisfied
the most sceptical. But it seems that M.
Bauden's patient, after walking perfectly
on the stump with the assistance of a
simple shoe with a metal plate, for up-
wards of two years, had to submit to
amputation of the leg for a return of the
disease (caries). Some of the Parisian
surgeons choose to attribute this to the
stump being badly adapted for walking.
As regards the recorded facts of Mr Syme
and J. Roux, they seem to wish to form
their judgment from the cases operated on
within their own immediate sphere, rather
than from facts reported from a distance.
Of two patients operated on by M. Blan-
din, one is dead, and the other is cured,
but the superficial sinuses which existed
before the operation continue open. M.
Blandin is of opinion that the patients
should use an artificial leg, like that worn
after amputation above the malleoli, in-
stead of walking on the stump, and on this
account he does not saw off the malleoli.
We have noticed these opinions in refer-
ence to this amputation, to show how far
prejudice and preconceived ideas, backed
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by a few isolated and misinterpreted facts,
will go to prevent the general adoption
of an ﬂperEﬁun, the advan m
Elﬂ wu;tflil think n.éﬁsmt self-evident. E;
e profession in this country, where the
operation is established, and itsadvantages
universally admitted, no comment is need-
ed on the doubts expressed by the Parisian

SUrgeons. |

13.—Amputation of the Thigh. By M.
Bavpin.—In amputating at the upper
third of the thigh, on account of a gun-
shot wound, M. in combined the flap

and circular operations, by making, from
without inwnﬁa, a amalf anterior flap,
cnnsist:ingd g;ly of the skin ﬂ,;I;:.d cellular
tissue, and then completing operation
by the circular inmu%ln. ;

He considers this method to possess the
following advantages. The semilunar
flap, falling from its own weight, covers
the wounded surface—the of the
wound are more easily kept in contact—
there is a free exit for the purulent dis-
charge—and the cicatrix being situated
behind, is not so liable to be injured by
wearing an artificial limb.—Gazetie des
Hipitaur, 9th November.

14.—Case of wundescribed Congenital
Malformation of the Shoulder-Joint, simu-
lating Congenital Dislocation. Dr BEL-
LINGHAM, ON examining a patient, noticed
that his right shoulder and arm presented
a very different a ance from the left;
the muscles, particularly the deltoid, being
atrophied, and the bulk of the arm bein
one-half that of the opposite limb, in whicl
the muscles were largely developed. He

could not raise the arm to a angle
with the body, but all the un mo-
tions were well performed, and he stated

that he conld carry heavy bodies in the
hand. On being questioned, he said this
had been the condition of the arm as long
as he could remember; he had never re-
ceived an injury in the part until two or
three years since, when the clavicle on that
side was fractured. '

On examination, the shoulder-joint pre-
sented somewhat the appearance of a
congenital dislocation ; the acromion pro-
cess was very prominent, the deltoid
muscle scarcely developed, and the arm
about half the size of the opposite limb ;
in every motion of the joint, the MFuh
moved with the humerus, as if anchylosis
had taken place; the arm could not be
brought to a right le with the body;
when raised nearly to this point, there was
a sudden check to its further elevation.
The head of the humerus did not form any
prominence in the axilla, nor was there a
vacant space between the acromion pro-
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Months ﬁ%wmwﬁn Cases of Placentn
Pi-mrimq{B r Scanzont.—Ever since
the time of Levret the occurrence of un-
avoidable hemorrbage during the three
last months of Eregmnj has been as-
cribed to the development and disap-
ance of the cervix uteri from above
ownwards—in other words, to the dila-
tation of the internal orifice of the neck
of the womb. This theory Dr Scanzoni
considers far from being proved. He
believes that in advanced pranan the
external, and not the internal, orifice of
the neck of the womb becomes dilated
and expanded over the lower surface, as
it were, of the womb itself, and that the
internal orifice, composed of contractile
tissue, remains undeveloped, and forming
the single opening into the cavity of the
organ. These remarks may be easily
verified in the case of a primi or
where the nabothian follicles are well
developed. In such cases the lips of the
lower orifice of the cervix uteri may be
seen or felt at some distance from the os,
and expanded around it in the form of a
circle.

Further, Dr Scanzoni remarks that,
during the first six months of utero-ges-
tation, it is the upper half of the womb
which is chiefly or almost exclusively de-
veloped, in order to enclose the enlarging
ovum ; that it is during these same six
months that the mass of the placenta be-
comes most rapidly inereased in size, and
consequently that when inserted, as is
usually the case, upon the lateral walls of
the uterine cavity, it grows consentane-
ously with these walls. But, on the other
hand, during the three last months of
pregnancy, the lower half of the uterus
expands very rapidly. The uterus, which
up till the sixth month was pyriform in

pe, now becomes ovoid, d if the
enta, having attained nearly its full
evelopment during the first six months,
finds itself implanted over or near the
cervix, which is developed during the
last three months, then its vessels are
liable to be put on the stretch and rup-
tured, by the disproportionate growth of
that part of the uterus on which it is in-
, and henee the hemorrhagy.—

L Union Médicale, Nov. 21, 1848,

22.—Case of Early Pregnancy. By Mr
Joun Ssmutn nfl Goventry+~TiJulia.h ifme}?
Epﬂ twelve years and a old,
WAaS 3::]::&1'&:1 on thji; 16th September of a
living healthy child. She madea good re-
covery, and had a copious flow of milk.
She menstruated for the first time when
she was in her eleventh year, and a few
months afterwards was seduced. Several
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examples are on record where pregnancy
has occurred in very early life ; but our
author is not aware of any well-aceredited
case, in this country, of a child at twelve

and a half years of age giving birth to a
living healthy infant.—Medical Gazetie,
Nov. 3, 1848.

23.— Puerperal Insanity, By Dr Wes-
sTER.—In a valuable communication to
the Westminster Medical Society, on the
subject of puerperal insanity, Dr Webster
entered at considerable length into the
statistics of the disease. To illustrate its
frequency as compared with that of other
forms of mental derangement, he stated,
that in 1091 curable female patients re-
cently attacked by insanity, and admitted
into Bethlem Hospital, during the last six
years, 131, or one eighth of the whole,
were puerperal cases ; thus showingthat the
malady is not so unfrequent as many may
perhaps believe. Again,asto the curability
of this form of mania, more recoveries
were reported than in the other varieties
of lunacy; 81 puerperal patients having
been cured, or at the rate of 6183 per
cent. ; whereas the average recoveries
during the last twenty years, in all cases of
insane females treated at this institution,
was 5367 per hundred. Hence, three in
every five eases of puerperal insanity may
be confidently expected to get well within
a year. In regard to hereditary tendency
to mental disease, 51 of the 131 patients
were so predisposed, or 39 per cent, ;
whilst 41 were suicidal, being at the rate
of 21 in every 100. Both these peculiar-
ities are of much importance in this
malady, and materially influence the dis-
ease, its progress, and result. The total
deaths in the 131 puerperal patients
amounted to six, or four and ahalf per cent.,
thus making the average rate of mortality
nearly the same as in the other species of
insanity, taken collectively. The parti-
culars of the fatal cases, and pathology,
next occupied attention, and Dr Webster
stated, that three of the six patients who
died were suicidal and hereditary ; one was
only hereditarily predisposed to insanity,
but not suicidal ; whilst two, it was report-
ed, had neither of these peculiarities ; and
none ever were insane previously. In
addition to these faects, Iir Webster also
mentioned, that half the deaths occurred
in patients who were not affected longer
than fifteen days, the shortest period
being eleven days, and all were attacked
by insanity within seventeen days after
their confinement. In none of the dissect-
tions were any morbid appearances ob-
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“1. That small and moderate-sized

tumours may be cured preparations
of iodine, given in larie oses internally
as well as externally, the contents of the

cysts being re-absorbed by the walls of the
cysts, as in the cases seen by Dr Rayer
and Madame Boivin, or else voided per
rectum, or per vaginum, as in many re-
corded 1':‘3;:3' . ;

S t tapping per abdomen, if em-
ployed as a pgﬁiaﬁvpaf and without any
view towards the radical cure of the pa-
tient, should be deferred as long as pos-
sible, modern statistics having confirmed
Morgagni’s opinion of the danger of the
operation.

% 3. That when the cyst is voluminous,
and felt bulging in the vagina, there is a
sufficient number of successful cases to
countenance the puncture of the cyst per
vaginam, an I rubber sound being
left in the cavity of the cyst, and mode-
rate pressure being made to the abdo-
men.

“4. That the rupture of the monolocu-
lar ovarian cysts, with the effusion of their
contents into the peritoneal cavity, in-

V.—MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. '

26.— Physiological and Therapeutic Ac-
tion of Atropia. By MM. BoucHARDAT
and StuarT-Coorer.—In the Retrospect
for 1848, p. 180, we pointed out the ad-
vantages of atropia as an application to the
eyeball to produce dilatation of the pupil.
The authors of this memoir maintain, n
addition, its superiority over the other pre-
parations of belladonna for internal use,
and have undertaken the present in-
vestigation to determine with more accu-
racy its physiological and medicinal action.

It was already known that rabbits could
eat belladonna leaves with impunity ; and
MM. Bouchardat and Cooper have re-
peated the experiment in a very conclu-
sive manner. ‘Two rabbits were fed exclu-
sively on belladonna leaves for a month
without their health suffering in the
slightest degree. The only observable
effect was slight dilatation of the pupil.

To determine whether or not this inae-
tivity was owing to the destruction of the
active prineiple in digestion, they placed
under the skin of a rabbit, successively at
several days' interval, 1 centigr., 5 centigr.,
and 0°15 gramme (}—17 grs.) without giv-
ing rise to more than temporary uneasiness.
[ The authors observe, “ Their experiments
demonstrate that the atropine cannot be
considered a poison to rabbits.” We do not
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stead of being attended (as is even now
o of 4 bgntllg, generally

g symptoms of peritonitis, is, generally
speaking, unaccompanied by any alarm-
ing symptom whatever, thus
the snb-cutanean incision of the cyst—an
operation which has been successfully
performed. b

“ 5. That the ulcerative of the
eyst, after the adhesion of its walls to
the abdominal parietes (the new plan of
traa-l:_mm:il; I prinpnm in certain cases J;:
ovarian dro is supported alike
complete atﬁfgm b Pwhiuh it hub%om
followed in the case I have recorded,
and by the success attending a somewhat
similar plan of treatment in hydatid eysts
of the liver.

“ 6. That ovariotomy should be re-
served for cases of multilocular ovarian
cysts, and those monolocular cysts where

ere is a considerable amount of solid
deposit, unless from their diminutive size,
or the absence of symﬂtf:m;, they do not

y

menace the patient’s rapid
increase.”’— Lancet, Nov. 11, 1848.

think that the experiments warrant this
conclusion, inasmuch as the atropine was
introdueed into the cellular tissue in the
The fluids which it meetswith
there, having an alkaline reaction, are no
adapted for its solution, and hence the ab-
sorption of the poison is probably conduet-
ed very gradually. Now, a dose of any
narcotic, however powerful, which Id
prove poisonous if taken at once into the
circulation, will exert little or no effect i
introduced in a very slow and gradual
manner, It is very possible, Lham
that if the atropine in the above experi-
ments had been employed in the form of
solution, the result would have been dif-
ferent.] :

Introduced in the solid form into the
cellular tissue of dogs in doses of 14 ﬂ
24 grs. it occasioned, after a few -
nutes, weakness, inability to walk, |
shivering. After an hour or two, 3
symptoms disappeared, and the animals
recovered their normal state. a

Ten centigr. (14 grs.) dissolved in some
water, “‘iththﬂﬂiﬂﬂfnﬂmpnfmutiuﬁg el E
were injected into the erural vein of a mo-
derate-sized dog. Immedintelythaanimﬂ'
uttered an acute and prolonged cry, then
suddenly fell, to all appearance, dead, with
the body relaxed and motionless. Five te

solid form.
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six minutes t:-ed without any a ance
of life; then he began to mnanra!igphir;, and
to the great surprise of the experimenters
rapidly recovered. This experiment was
often with the same result, the
dose being so high, in one instance, as 030
gramme (4% grs.) Thus, although its action
in is very remarkable, its power to
destroy life does not appear great. [We
postpone the examination of its physiolo-
gical and therapeutic action on men till

next month. ]

-~ 27.—The Reaction of Sulphuric Acid
on Cod- Liver Oil.—At p. of the Re-
trogpect, the reader will find Mr Hockin's
proposal to use sulphuric acid as a test for
the Elurity or presence of cod-liver oil.
Mr Husband states that the violet tint
produced by addin&gl: few drops of the
acid to it on a porcelain slab, is not pecu-
liar to the cod-oil, Yut is common to it,
and the hake (merlucius valgaris) liver
oil, and probably the oil obtained from
other species of the order malacopterygii.
The violet colour does not indicate a large

uantity of iodine.—FEd. Pharm. Jour.—

arm. Jour. Nov. 1, 1848,

28.—On ~Grinding. By Profes-
sor Repwoon.—Although the details of
this process interest the pharmaceutist
more especially, they also demand our
attention, as the operations connected
with the pulverization of drugs affect
their compoesition and strength, and con-
sequently their medicinal power. The
process is generally conducted by persons
who make it their special business, and
who are called drug-grinders ; their esta-
blishments are called drug-malls, and the
implements used are the stamping-mill and
the grinding-mill. The first of these ma-
chines resembles in its action the pestle
and mortar, and effects comminution by
contusion ; it is used for tough substances,
as orchis root and nux vomica. Their
mge through this mill is preliminary to

hi-chi:;:uﬂuﬂm into th:f aslcfnnd, in
w great majority ugs are
reduced to powder by trituration. g

Before placing them in the mill, the
drugs must be thoroughly dried, and for

this purpose they are cut into small
giau:aa, and placed in a room heated to
20° by means of asteam-pipe. It is of-

ten necessary to continue the drying pro-
cess for a long period, during which the
dru.gx lose various volatile ingredients, in
addition to their hygrometric moisture ;
and if the of the medicine depend
upon_their parts, it must suffer

terioration. Thus, myrrh, valerian,
cardamoms, cinnamon, and spices, gene-
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rally lose some of their efficacy in being
reduced to fine powder. It is possible
that other drugs than those mentioned
may suffer injury in drying.

In the entire operation of grinding,
drugs undergo a loss of weight, occasion-
ed by the evaporation of water and other
volatile constituents in the drying-room,
and by the waste from dissipation in the
form of dust, and from adhesion to the
apparatus, in the %rinding-rmm. It must
be obvious that the amount of loss thus
sustained will not be uniform ; it will vary
according to the nature of the substance
under operation, and even with substancea
of the same nature, the loss will depend
upon the %uanl:ity operated upon at a
time, and their state of dryness when sent
to the mill. The rule adopted among the
London drug-grinders, has been to have
allowed to them four pounds on ever
hundred-weight of the substance ground,
for loss in the process. Thus, if a hun-
dred-weight of rhubarb were sent to the
drug-mills, 108 lbs. of powder, including
the gruifs, would be returned. It matters
not what the substance is, or the condi-
tion it might be in, the drug-grinder
would be expected to produce 108 lbs. of

owder from 112 lbs. of raw material.

he same allowance would also be made,
unless otherwise agreed between the par-
ties, for all other drngs which required
drying previously to their being powder-
ed. This is called the four per cent.
system, four pounds being the allowance
for loss upon every hundred-weight of
substance powdered. But the ‘gl;"t is,
that the average loss is more than four
Eer cent., and with some drugs, asrhu-

arb, alees, opium, gentian, jalap, and
squill, it is much higher, reaching in these
medicines to fourteen and sixteen per
cent. Now, the difference between the
four and fifteen per cent. is made up by
the drug-grinder, and it cannot be rea-
sonably supposed that he will use good
jalap or gentian for this purpose. Itis
saw-dust which makes up the difference.
Unfortunately it is the weakest and worst
drugs which suffer the greatest loss, and
so receive the largest afmixture of saw-
dust. Hence an evident cause of dispa-
rity in the strength of powders. Worse
than that, the system sanctions the prac-
tice of adulteration, and affords facilities
for those who are so disposed to pursue a
ruinous competition in price at the sacri-
fice of quality. The remedy for this evil
is obvious ; the grinder ought to be al-
lowed the entire loss which the drug sus-
tains in passing through his hands.—
Pharm. Jowrn., Nov. 1, 1848,
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29.—Application of the Tincture of Jodine
to the Pustules of Small-pox. The author
affirms, that the development of the pus-
tules may be arrested, and cicatrices pre-
vented, by painting them with the tine-
ture of iodine once every day during the
first five or six days of their appearance,
The swelling of the skin diminishes, the
pustules disappear with little or no sup-
ation, and the crusts which remain
all without leaving any traces. 'This is
a cleaner application than the mercurial
ointment.— British American Journal.

30.—Report of the Committee of the
American Medical Association on Indige-
nous Medical Botany. DrDavis, et
—RumEex ; Water or Yellow-dock. Several
species of rumex possess medicinal pro-
perties, and are used indiscriminately in
the United States. The species in most
common use there are the crispus and
obtusifolius ; they are both indigenous to
Great Britain. The root is the part em-
plc:{ed, and has ascribed to it astringent
and slightly tonic properties; but the
committee coneeive its chief value to con-
sist in its alterative and tly laxative
qualities. They r&cnmmeug?: as a substi-
tute for the expensive sarsaparilla, over
which its laxative power gives ita decided
advantage. It is thus especially adapted
to those cases of venereal, scrofulous, and
cutaneous diseases, accompanied by tor-
pid bowels and inactive secretion of the
abdominal viscera.

It is best given in decoction, made by
boiling one ounce of the dried root in a
pint of water. Of this, one or two fluid
ounces may be given three or four timesa
day. It also forms a convenient men-
struum for the administration of the pre-
parations of iodine, mercury, &e.

The Lycorua VirGINICUS, or Bugle-
weed, has been known for many years to
the physicians of the United gt.at.ea, on
account of its astringent qualities. It is
also a sedative to the vascular system, and
has a marked powerin allaying irritability.
The committee strongly recommend its
use in internal hemorrhages, diarrhoeas,
and chronic coughs. It should be gathered
in flower, and carefully preserved in sub-
stance. The best form of administration
is that of infusion, of which from a gill to
a pint may be given daily.—[Perhaps the
Lyeopus Europeus, or common gipsy
wort, possesses similar properties.)

Cnarcirvoa Racemosa—Actea Race-
mosa—Black Cohosh. The root of this
-plant has been used to a limited extent in
America for many years; but, from the
observations of the committee, it appears
that the prevailing opinions in regard to
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its action are entirely erroneous. It has
:men termed by dﬁermtﬂhm a stimu-
ating tonie, diaphoretic expectorant.
According to the committee, the drug is
neither & stimulant or sensible promoter
of the excretions, but a pure and direct
sedative. It uniformly lessens the force
and frequency of the pulse, soothes pain,
and allays irntahllitzl; in large doses pro-
ducing vertigo and dimness of vision.
The therapeutic applications of such a
drug are, of course, extensive. The com-
mittee recommend its employment, espe-
cially in acute rhenmatism, in pulmnnTaE

affections, in chorea and h
root yields its specific virtues more per-
fectly to aleohol than to water. The tine-
ture is prepared by macerating four ounces
of the root in a pint of diluted aleohol, of
which from thirty to sixty drops may be
given every one, two, , OF 8ixX -
according to the nature and severity
the case, or until its physiclogieal action
is manifest.

[Should further trials confirm the above
statements, this plant will form an in-
teresting addition to the list of pure se-
datives derived from the vegetable king-
dom, of which monkshood may be taken
as the type.]—Transactions of the Ameri-
can Medical Association, vol. 1. p. 345, et
seq. * :

31.—On Papaverine, a New Base in
Opiwm. By Dr Georee MErcK.— ()pium
appears to be an inexhaustible source of
new substances, especially of these which
possess basic properties. Five such sub-
stances have already been discovered in
it, and have been established as peculiar;
and Dr Merck has now succeeded in dis-
covering, while examining in the labora-
tory at Giessen a quantity of accum :
residues of preparations of morphia, a new
basis, which he calls ine.,

This base izes from spirit of
wine in confused, aggregated, acicular,
white crystals ; from ether they are ob-
tained somewhat larger. In cold spirit
of wine it is not easily dissolved. It is
more soluble in boiling spirit, from which
it erystallizes on cooling. In cold ether
it dissolves but indifferently ; from a boil-
ing solution, crystals precipitate when
cold. In water it is insoluble. Slightly
reddened litmus p‘:Per is rendered blue
by the solution. hen the crystals are
treated with concentrated sulphurie acid,
they become blue. : " 11
ith acids, papaverine forms salts,
which for the most part are di )
soluble in water ; the h orate is par-
ticularly distinguished by the facility with
which it erystallizes. }
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ral of them were complaining of an un-
usual sense of heat in the mouth, the
gums were red and swollen, and there
was an incessant desire to spit. On the
16th, the number of cases of ptyalism was
increased, and the ward was forthwith
evacuated. Nevertheless, on the 18th,
thirty-nine of the forty-three men were
affected with mercurial stomatitis of va-
rious degrees of severity. In some the
eums and muscles of the cheeks were ul-
cerated, the lips and tongue swollen.
There were in some of them, swelling of
the submaxillary, sublingual, and cervical
glands, looseness of the teeth, pain in the
ears, &e. The salivation was abundant,
and the breath feetid. Several had diare-
heea and tormina.

The greater number were cured by or-
dinary means in fifteen to twenty days.
In some the affection was of longer dura-
tion, and one returned to hospital with a
relapse. In this man the teeth remained
loose, and several of them were lost.

The four men who alone escaped the
action of the mercury, were the subjects
of various diseases. They were placed
in different parts of the ward, and as much
exposed to the mercurial vaﬁour as their
less fortunate neighbours. Five superin-
tendents, who remained in the ward onl
during the night, equally escaped, as wel{
as the convicts employed as nurses, and
one sister of charity, who all bad oppor-
tunities during several hours of the day
of breathing a purer air than that of the
ward.

After the removal of the patients, at-
tention was turned towards the means of
ridding the ward of the remains of the
mercury. For this purpose, it was again
heated to about 70° Fahr.,, and abun-
dance of chlerine disengaged in it during
several days. The bedding was then
beaten in en air, and all the beds,
windows, and all the surfaces which might
retain any mercury, carefully washed.
The walls were then white-washed with
lime, and the beds and furniture repaint-
ed. The ward was shut for three months,
and freely ventilated whenever the wea-
ther permitted. On the 4th of March
1847, the patients were replaced in it in
small numbers at first, and no more mer-
curial effects were experienced ; but the

were not destroyed—several were found
alive during the various cleansing opera-
tions, and now they have repropagated so
abundantly as to have again infested the
beds.—Journal de Médecine et de Chirur-
gie Pratigues, October 1848,

35..—Observations on the injurious Ef-
fects of the Emanations from Houses painted
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with Arsenite of (Scheele's Green).
By Dr Basepow of Merseburg.—The aun-
thor had in 1846 published an essay on
the subject, and in September m?,;-‘iii
consequence of a memorial from him, the
gh'ovemmant forbade the application o
this colour to paper-hangings or wall-

inting under a penalty of n five to
fty . 'The authorities invited the
district physicians to communicate to them
any cases which might have come under
their notice, and also to ascertain the opi-
nion of the ecaries on the subj
The returns thus obtained were submi
to the inspection of the anthor. Of
teen district sicians who were

i

2

sulted, eight met with such cases,
cight had not. Of the former t, five
had made their observations after their at-

tention was drawn to the subject by the

published cases. All the ries who
took the subject into consideration agreed,
that under the conditions out by

the author as favourable to it, the occur-

rence of noxious emanations from this
pigment was not merely a possible, but a
necessary oceurrence. Of two chemists
specially consulted, one considered the
evolution of arsenical urs from the
Scheele’s green as m:mﬂe, and al-
ways injurious to health ; the other only
rejects as erroneous the author’s unﬂﬁi
tion, that cacodyl or alcarsin is formed,
and considers the application of the colour
to paper-hangings (fapeten) as more dan-
gerous than its use as a paint upon plaster.
Of the physicians who were co
t!}r Schmidt of Rossla the most
requently to have recognised these ema-
nations m{d their pernicious effects, and he

gives an account of their action on the

inhabitants of such contaminated dwell-
ings, agreeing with that of the author.
These effects consist chiefly, according to
him, in pseudo-rheumatic pains,which come
and go without presenting any other rheu-
matic phenomena, and wi :

crises, and are not removed by any well
, more

established means ; on the con
frequently, even when the source of mis-
chief is withdrawn, they leave, like other
metallic poisons, permanent impairment of
the general health. According to him, the
mns:;] COmmon fﬂrﬁns of affection >
in this way, are flying neuralgic pains in
the head, J;:hrnat.,Pm%l breast, faintness,
hoarseness, dry cough, general lassitude
and emaciation, and paralytic states of in-
dividual organs, especially weakness of
vision, and particularly marked eruptions.
All the inhabitants of such dw do
not alwuys suffer in an equal degree. Upon
these ohservations the author remarks,

that in such psendo-rheumatic affections -
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[According to Lecog, Jour. de Chim.
Med. iv., the rhizomes yield in the month
of December about an eighth of their
weight of fecula, which, with boiling
water, forms a jelly like that from jalap.
This starch diminishes in spring as the
shoots form. ]

37.—The FreshWater Chestnut.—This is
the fruit of Trapa natans, 1., and wasat
one time cultivated in France, and ex-
tensively in Belgiom. It is easily propa-
gated by throwing the nuts into any marshy
place or pond. The growth of &1& plant
is not injurious to fish in the water. Some
fine specimens were shown at a recent
agricultural exhibition in France; and at-
tention is directed to this plant as a re-
source in times of scarcity. In many of
the departments of the west of France and
of Italy, these nuts are eaten like chest-
nuts, roasted or boiled.— Gazette des Hi-
pitavzr, No. 137.

[Though not indigenous to Britain,
there seems no reason why it might not be
grown here.]

38.—Mortality among the German and
Irish Emigrants to America in 1847.—The
condition of the German and Irish emi-
gramts rior to their embarkation, and
uring their transit of the ocean, was in
most instances conspicuously different.
Whilst the former were generally robust,
and well provided on the passage with
the means of subsistence, and observant
of cleanliness and ventilation,—the latter
were in most cases enfeebled from the
want of sustenance, and on ship-board,
destitute of supplies of wholesome food,
depressed in mind, clothed in filthy gar-
ments, and crowded and confinea in air
rendered pestiferous by the excrementi-
tious matters eliminated from their own
bodies. In contrasting the hygienic cir-
cumstances in which the two classes of
emigrants were placed, it is easy to ae-
count for the greater amount of sickness
and mortality which occurred in one class
than in the other. It is said, that of the
admissions of emigrants into the hospitals
and almshouse of New York, the Irish ex-
ceeded the German in the proportion of

AND MEDICAL POLICE.

about ten to one; and we are told, that
the Irish in British ships d more
than those in American. '
The Montreal Immigrant Committee, in
their report for 1847, state, that “in no
year since the conquest has Canada pre-
sented such fearful scenes of destitution
and suffering.” “ The year 1847 has been
unparalleled for the amount of immi
tion to Canada; near 100,000 m
left the British isles for these :
the past year,—over 5000 of died
on their out, 3380 at Grosse Isle,
1137 at Quebee, 3862 at Montreal, 130 at
Lachine, and 39 at St John's, ing in
all at these several places 13,815. '
many have died in other sections in Ca-
nada East cannot now be known, nor, in-
deed, how many huva&loriahed in Cacada
West; but coupli those who have
perished with those who have passed into
the United States, Canada cannot now
number 50,000 souls of the ninety odd

thousands which landed our 08,
In sketching a retrospect of these terrifie
scenes, the Mon committee forcibly

remark—* From Grosse Isle, the great
charnel-house for nchm.lﬂdbumuug, up
to Port Sarnia—along the borders of our
magnificent river, upon the shores of Lakes
Ontario and Erie, and wherever the tide
of immigration has extended, are to be
found the final resting-places of the sons
and daughters of Erin—one unbroken
chain of graves, where repose fathers and
mothers, sisters and brothers, in one com-
mingled heap, without a tear bedewing the
soil, or stone to mark the spot. Tw .
thousand and upward have gone to
graves, and the whole a to one not
i.m].l;iediatelj interested, ‘ like a tale thatis
t-U R 1] -
The disease of which the emigrant pas-
sengers, and in many instances the offi-
cers and crews of ships, perished at sea,
and of which a t number were ill on
their arrival in the United States and Cana-
da, was typhusin its genuine form. Insome
ships dysentery, small-pox, and measles.
swelled the amount of mortality, and add-
ed to the number of sick that reached the
ports of destination.—Trans. Amer. Med,
Assoe., vol. i. p. 111 3 .
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rently continued, but by and by assumi
more the character of a remittent, and this
very gradually changed to an intermittent
or quotidian type; of this the cold stage
gradually became prolonged, and assumed
all the appearances of an attack of cholera;
and then came the cholera, as it has every
where been known, without any olwious
stages or intermission. This again in its
turn disappeared, and the epidemic re-
sumed the character of remittent and con-
tinued fever for a time. These various
changes occupied a period of eighteen
months.”

Dr Bell thinks he has observed a re-
mission in the collapse of cholera itself,
about the eighteenth or twentieth hour
from the eommencement ;3 but he does not
Iny much stress on this observation. The
evacuations from the bowels he considers
as the most usual and natural relief to that
capillary congestion which is believed to be
present both in this disorder and in inter-
mittent fever. The consecutive fever of
cholera is, according to the author, pro-
perly a remittent of quotidian type, which,
when the disease exceeds the limit of three
days, supplants the congestive form.

{n this attempt to establish a relation
between cholera and the quotidian inter-
mittents, the author admits the difficulty
which arises from the slight tendency dis-
played by cholera to continuanee or recur-
rence. He thinks, however, that he has
observed in other varieties of quotidian
fevers a similar tendency to run a course
of exactly three days; and indeed, from
his own observation, seems disposed to re-
gard this as a general law of quotidian in-
termittents.

Dr Bell thinks that most of the epi-
demies of cholera will be found to have
been ushered in by snch a course of fevers
as he has described in regard to Persia;
and likewise to have been attended by an
epidemie constitution, in which most other
diseases tend to assume a congestive type.
He has been enabled to trace the progress
from personal observation of it in several
places between Persia and this country,
and has found it to be preceded and ae-
companied by these eharacteristic forms
of disease. In particular, he regards the
relapsing fever of this eountry, which was
first accurately observed in Edinburgh in
1843, and has ever since prevailed in va-
rious localities, as a modification of one
of the forms of precursory epidemic ob-
served by him in Persia.

% In 1841, a fever of remittent and quo-
tidian intermittent type broke out in
Seinde, where it destroyed many of our
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best tronpa, llhml.t:
cholera. lIL

chee ; itapmd

appea.mﬂ at Bunder A.”hhl in ﬂ:a Puu%
Gulf early in 1842 ; also at Yezd.
thence spread wesﬁwa.rﬂ to Shiraz, and
northwards towards Ispahan and Teln'lg,
proving every where extremely fatal ; bu
its further progress to the nuzthqut-m 3
arrested for a time, on the high ]

of Sultanieh, by the setting in of winter.
Next spring it I‘Eﬂuﬁ'llﬁl IHEW, Wmﬂ
spread Aderbijan, Erivan,

the whole shoves of the Cas mammd
the Caucasus, and was very in Vero-
nish in the centre of Southern Russia. [
here lost mi ht of it in November 1843, but
was not a little surprised to Enllltagah
in December, on my arrival in Edinburgh.
It was there

played less of an intermittent character,
but was fully characterized by other symp-
toms, especially the to relapse,
and the pale tongue. Late i in IH-H,H: ap-
peared in Manchester, y in An-
coats, where it was very severe, In 1845,
it became epidemic in Li , some-
what more modified in type, and thﬁ &-ﬁ;
of 1846-7 in Manchester !ﬁll
much of its pauu]mnh?

frequency with which it was aunw
with jaundice, and in running a course of
seven, fourteen, or twenty-one days, and
relapsing at these intervals.”

The Persian epidemics were exc ced-
ingly varied in character, so much so that
it appears searcely possible to reco, -
some of them as fevers at all in any or
nary sense of the word. The dimur
peared as tic doloureux, or intermi
hemierania; Sm'ﬂ-l]ﬂlﬂ‘, gemn.l or pa
apoplectic and epileptie sym ; shi
ing ague, or ague without shivering.

% By and by this form was more fre-
quently aceompanied with vomiting, purg-
ing, and cramps, so as to m-um’-‘ E
every respeet, an intermitting cholera j
wlll:m“ others had Hlil:;]il : §
cholera in every particular, except
instead of the more usual exudation fro
the bowels, this took place by the
dant outpouring of the fluid of the blood
from the skin, or sometimes into ﬁle- el-
lular texture, either of whole or pa
the body, producing either partial or g
ral dropsy in the course of a few h
This latter form was more espe
quent in infants and children. Someti
too, this serous exudation oecurred
form not less rapidly fatal than the
kind of cholera, by producing s
in consequence of sudden cedema of

o Il'h"‘l
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case occurred until a poor traveller leav-
ing Groninguen, and who was seized with
cholera en route, was admitted into the
establishment, where he died. Immedi-
ately afterwards several of the inmates
were seized with cholera.—Annales de la
Soc. de Méd. d'Anvers, Dec. 1848, and
L' Union Med., Jan. 6, 1849.

Dr M‘Cormac observes, “ Without going
into particulars, I have witnessed so many
instances of the apparent transmission of
cholera from person to person, that I can-
notentertain a doubt as to its communica-
bility. I have known it, again and again,
to ensue after contact, and of those daily
exposed, a much greater number sickened
than of persons otherwise circumstanced.
Whole families among the poor, one
taking it after the other, would sicken and
perhaps perish. A multitude of cases
would proceed from a very few poor
houses, a single lane or alley, while in
habitations of personms in easy circum-
stances few contracted the disease, and
gtill more ravely did it spread. I do not
indeed see how the propagation of the
disease is to be explained, save on the
presumption of its communicability. In-
stances are within my own knowledge, of
individuals labouring under cholera in-
fecting the people in whose houses they
had lodged, and throngh which they pass-
ed. At the same time the risk incurred
by healthy, vigorous, temperate persons,
even along with daily interconrse with the
sick, is comparatively small. The circum-
stance of thirty-one successive cases of
cholera occurring in and confined to, the
Belfast workhouse, after its introduction
into that establishment by a man labour-
ing under the disease, from Edinburgh,
seems sufficiently conclusive as to its con-

tagiousness.”— r'rectianiffor the Mana
ment of Cholera, by H. M‘Cormac, M.D.,

Belfast, 1848,

41.— Congenital Absence of the Globes
of both Eyes. By Dr A.B. WiLLIMAN.—
The subject labouring under this singular
deformity, was presented to Dr Williman’s
notice a few months past by her owner,
Dr Mazyck, at his plantation on the San-
tee river. She is about nine years of age,
the last child of a black woman who has
reared a remarkably fine and healthy fa-
mily, and presents in this relation an ex-
ception to that law of hereditary trans-
mission which establishes resemblance be-
tween parent and offspring, and most evi-
dently observed in the features of the
countenance. At birth the infant was
seen by Dr Mazyck, and in a few days
after by Dr James Moultrie, and these
pentlemen give the following information
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in relation to the case at that w
Nothing unnatural was nheﬂ 3= |

a nce of the face, the firm
athesion of both eyalily . fhetrsineil
tive sides when the attempt was made for
the first time to open them. Asthechild
appeared to suffer slight pain, no violence
was used, and at the end of a week or ten

days there occurred a taneous sepa-

ration for a few lines distance the
tarsal margins ; very gentle force exercised
with the fingers soon completed the rup-
ture of the remaini ndEeram portion,
and the result disclosed the absence of the
globes above mentioned. Ever since the
period here alluded to (about two weeks
after birth), the eyelids have remained
separated, and we may state from further
recent examination, that these appendages,
which are perfect in their formation, and
furnished with puncta and eyelashes, are
lined as usual with a healthy conjunectiva.
This membrane, extending out the
entire inner surface of the orbit, was re-
flected rather firmly over a more resistant
tissue deeply situated (perhaps the rudi-
ments of a sclerotic coat), h be-
neath this no protrusion was visible, and
a probe passed over its surface could de-
tect no openings. The existence of the
orbicular muscles is evident, as their con-
traction rather inverts than elevates the

lids, from the want of that t or ful-
crum which is afforded by t bes in
their normal state. It seemed clear,

after an examination of several days, that
in h-:-ﬂ.} cmirli;:;eds there m'ﬁa the nucrm-; .
tion of a fluid resembling tears, the
lachrymal gland being in its normal posi-
tion, and easily felt by slight pressure.
The orbitar margins are well d};'mlopoﬁ
below, but at their superior external por-
tion appear mmevshat deficient, giving to
the superciliary ridges asli yd%lprawaﬂ_ i
form, and to the wholelghrz]hadd a con-
tracted character, often observed in per-
sons deficient in intelligence. The girl,
however, with the loss of the most impor-
tant of the organs of sense, manifests a
singular degree of intelligence in many
others. Her disposition is cheerful ; hear-
ing is quite acute ; and she €s are-
markable power of distinguishing bodies
by the touch, although not to that extent,
as has been pretended, of forming ideaso
colour in this manner.— Charleston Medi-
cal Journal,

42.— On Sanguineous Perspivation. By
Dr Scuxerper. It has often been a ques-
tion whether, under any cireumstances,
blood is ever mixed with the fluid of per-
spiration in human beings. Dr Schneider
remarks that he has several times observed

1
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stead of prominent, over the seat of the
disease.

The form of the chest in extensive heart
disease differs from that in emphysema, in
that the eartilages and ribs over the car-
diae region are much more prominent than
the corresponding eartilages and ribs on
the right side, instead of being nearly equal
to them.

In abdominal distension, the general
configuration is exactly the reverse of that
in emphysema : instead of the chest being
full above and somewhat depressed below,
and the abdomen being hollow just below
the xyphoid eartilage, the abdomen is
tense throughout, the lower end of the
sternum and the lower portion of the
chest are full and prominent, and the
upper part of the chest is flat and narrow.
— Med. Gaz., Oct. 27, 1848,

47.—0n Vowiting and Diarvhea in
the Early Stage of Fever. By Dr
GRAVES. — Every fever which com-
mences with vomiting and diarrheea,
whether it be scarlatina, or measles, or
typhus, is a fever of a threatening aspect;
and in all such fevers the praectitioner
should be constantly on the wateh, and pay
the most unremitting attention to the state
of the brain. There is much difference
between the vomiting and diarrhea of
gastro-enteritis, and this cerebral diarrhea
and vomiting. The latter sets in generally
at a very early period of the disease, per-
haps on the first or second day, and is
seldom acecompanied by the red and furred
tongue, the bitter taste of the mouth, the
burning thirst, and the epigastric tender-
ness which belong to gastro-enteric in-
flammation,

There is another source of diagnosis,
founded on the results of treatment. Gastro-
enteric vomiting and diarrhoea are relieved
alewhing the belly, a mode of treatment

t has no effeet on the vomiting and
purging produced by cerebral disease.
There is also another means of distinguish-
ing:—the vomiting and diarrhcea which re-
sult from gastro-enterie inflammation, are
never accompanied by such copious dis-
charges of bile as when they depend on
disease of the brain. In diarrhecea from
derangement of the brain, the quantity of
bile passed is very remarkable ; and it is
equally eurious, that when vomiting fol-
lows derangement of the cerebral circula-
tion in ordinary eases, and without fever,
bile is thrown up in very large quantities.

NO. II.—VOL. II.
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This is frequently observed in cases of
sea-sickness, when a larger quantity of
bile is vomited than could occur from
mere gastrie irritation.— Graves’ Clinical
Medicine, 2d ed. vol. i. p. 69.

48.—On the Clinical Detection of Todine.
—It may be often of service to determine
when certain medicinal substances have
penetrated into the system ; and, as regards
iodine, M. Rayer adopts a very simple pro-
cedure at La Charité. A strip of starched
paper is moistened with the saliva or urine
of the patient, and is then touched with
nitrie acid, with the effect of producing a
more or less intense blue. As regards the
urine, however, if the proportion of iodine
employed has been very slight, the fluid
requires to be evaporated to a 15th, 20th,
or more of its volume. So treated, M.
Rayer has detected iodine in the urine of
a patient in whose case a simple iodine in-
jeetion had been but once thrown into the
knee-joint.—Bul. de Thér., tom. xxxv.
p- 410; and Brit. and For. Med. Chir,
Rev., Jan, 1849,

49.—On the Relative Strength of the
Focal Vibration in diffirent parts of the
Body. By M. MoxsereET.—The right
gide of the chest vibrates far more strongly
than the left ; and the following is the
order in which the intensity decreases in
the various parts. 1. The larynx and the
trachea, as far as the sternum. 2. The
four last cervical, and four or five first dor-
sal vertebrze. 3. The right sub-clavicular
and sterno-mammary regions. 4. The
same on tbe left side. 5. The space com-
prised between the spinous processes of
the cervical and dorsal vertebrze and the
inner edge of the scapula. 6. The poste-
rior and lateral regions. 7. The sternum
and supra-spinal fossm. 8. The anterior
and inferior parts, 1. ¢. the precordial and
hypochondriae regions. The thorax is not
the only part which transmits this vibra-
tion freely, for it is felt aloug the whole
dorsal and part of the lumbar spine. Its
intensity is very great at the head, especi-
ally the sineiput. The vibration is dimin-
ished if the chest is covered with thick
museles, or if there be deposits of fat or
gerum, and is very feeble in the mammary
region in women. In those who have long
thin chests, or who have fallen into a state
of marasmus, it is very perceptible.—Rev.
Med. Chir., vol. iv. ; and Brit. and Fur,
Med. Chir, Rev., Jan. 1849.
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50.— Strangulated Inguinal Hernia re-
turned en masse by Taxis; Patient saved by
an Operalion.—Dr Homolle details a case
of hernia in which the tumour had been
returned into the abdomen by the pa-
tient himself. The reduction was fol-
lowed by symptoms of strangulation ;
and, notwithstanding all efforts of cough-
ing, &e., the tumour could not be again
made to descend into the canal. On the
evening of the second day from the re-
turn of the hernia, the symptoms be-
came urgent, and M. Robert was called
in consultation, when an operation was
agreed on as the only chance of afford-
ing relief. M. Robert proceeded to oper-
ate, and the following are the details
of the operation:—“An incision was
made through the integuments of the
abdomen about 3} inches long, nearly
parallel to the ligament of Fallopius,
and extending to just below the inguninal
ring, The aponeurosis of the external
oblique was divided along the whole ex-
tent of the external wound, and the finger
was passed into the abdomen behind the
inguinal region ; by pushing aside the
fibres of the internal oblique and trans-
versalis, and by pressing back the peri-
tonenm and the loose cellular tissue
uniting it to the anterior abdominal
parietes, M. Robert hoped to find the
sae¢ in the iliac fossa, and immediately
behind the superior orifice of the ingui-
nal canal, as had happened to him twice
already under similar eircumstanees;
but there was no appearance of it, After
a long and painful search, we found the
tumour behind the external border of
the rectus muscle. It was rather glis-
tening in appearance, and very move-
able. M. Robert tried several times to
seize it with the forceps and draw it out ;
but the very loose cellular tissue cover-
ing it, either escaped each time from his
hold, or was torn without being drawn
down. At length, however, after fits of
coughing, which the patient courageous-
ly kept up for some minutes, it was en-
closed slightly between the lips of the
wound.

“ M, Robert then divided the sac ; it
contained, along with a little serous
fluid, a large and very red knuckle of in-
testine, and a pretty large mass of
omentum in front of it. The sac was
drawn out as far as possible, and freely
opened with scissors guided along the
index finger, and so by degrees the seat

of strangulation was reached,and divided
likewise. Whilst Dr H. fixed thetwo lips
of the sac outside by means of
M. Robert endeavoured to return the
intestine, which was aceomplished with
difficulty, and after some considerable
time. The inflamed state of the omen-
tnm forbade its being returned ; it was
left out, and abandoned to the chances
of suppuration and mortification, which
generally overtake it in such cases.
The dressing was very simple; a piece
of linen, pierced with In-n:nh:a,, was placed
over the vmentum, which was hanging
between the lips of the wound ; then a
few pledgets of lint and a spica band-
age. Ordered him a dranght of syrup
of peach blossom and castor oil, twenty
grammes of each. He had a good night,
no fever, got some sleep, and passed
several watery stools. On the 9th of Ja-
nuary the dressing was raised : there
was a laudable and abundant suppura-
tion. From this time the wound was
dressed every morning ; the omentum
continued to suppurate and diminish
in bulk. At the end of three weeks
the wound was only two inches in ex-
tent ; the digestive functions were per-
fectly re-established. After the sixth
week the patient was able to be up; and
at this day he walks about as well as
ever, and experiences no inconvenience
from the hernia, which is kept up by a
bandage.”—ZL’ Union Méd., Nov.23, 1848.
[This case is interesting in more than
one point of view; but we think it espe-
cially so, as directing attention te the
question of ouperating in similar cases.
The opinion very generally held hither-
to on this subject has been—that where
symptoms of strangulation follow the re-
duction of hernia by taxis, and where

the tumour cannot be made to re-appear

by coughing or other expulsive efforts,
that the cases are similarly circumstan-
ced to those of internal strangulation
from other causes ; and the opinions as
to the propriety or otherwise of opera-
tive interference, have varied accord-
ing to the views held regarding the ge-
neral question of the propriety of gas-
trotomy.

But we believe that it can be shown,
that this opinion as to the analogy be-
tween these two classes of cases, has been
too hastily assumed; and, withoutoffering
any opinion as to the propriety of gas-
trotomy for internal strangulation, or in

L]
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52.— Certain  Kinds tcg Sanguineous
Tumours, and a New Mode of Treatment.
By M. Perrequin (of Lyons).—After
having pointed out the sanguineous tu-
mours most generally known, the author
deseribes another kind, to which he par-
ticularly directs attention. We subjoin
his description :—* There is,” he says,
“another kind of sanguinéous tumour,
often erroneously confounded with the
erectile tumours, to which, however, it
bears uulliy a very distant relation. It
arises and is developed in the subcu-
taneous cellular tissue, and not in the
skin. It consists of a cavity, either simple
or cancellated, deeply imbedded in the
thickness of the tissues, and to all ap-
Eea.rance unprovided with a distinet mem-

rane, which character, in the absence of
others, would be sufficient to distinguish
it from cysts. It contains liquid blood,
in colour and appearance venous, which
is placed in immediate contact with the
deep surface of the skin, which it ele-
vates. This last, putting aside the red-
ness it owes as much to the blood which
it covers as to its own capillary vascu-
larity, usually retains its appearance and
texture ; sometimes, however, the red-
ness becomes very deep, and the skin it-
self is distended, of a glistening appear-
ance, extremely thin, and very much
softened, loses entirely its normal aspect,
and contrasts strikingly, owing to its new
appearance, with the neighbouring parts
with which it is continuous. In some
cases the tumour appears to redden and
swell up like an erectile tumour, when
you cause a flow of blood into the parts.
Always soft, and fluctuating freely, these
tumours increase slowly, and are recog-
nised with tolerable facility: in a doubt-
ful case, a puncture with an exploring
trocar will decide the diagnosis. They
may be situated on all parts of the body,
but they appear to have a sort of prefer-
ence for the forehead. This seat of pre.
dilection in an exposed part, liable to
blows, to frequent cold, in a region where
the skin is separated from the solid bone
merely by a thin layer of cellular mem-
brane, would lead to the belief that con-
tusion is not altogether removed, perhaps,
from their formation. However, we must
acknowledge that we have never been able
to discover the smallest circumstance that
could put us on the track of their etio-
logy.” The treatment successfully used
by i[ Pétrequin for these tumours is the
injection of citric acid. The operation is
very simple, as may be judged from the
following passage :—* The 17th April
1847, I plunged a small-sized trocar into
the tumour at its dorsal aspect, withdrew
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about a third of the blood contained in it,
which was replaced by a §0-
I“ﬁuﬂl ufdcitﬁhsuaciﬁ. At the end of a
month and a the mewoomplaﬁd.
Compression had been employed to assist
the resolution.”—L’ Union ? Oc-
tober 1848,

53.—Resection of the Os Femoris for an
improperly treated Fracture. By G. V.
Dorsey, M.D.—J. 8., ve, was
brought to me in the latter part of March
lmfﬁﬂtﬂfﬁf :gmﬁ'; m;highmboﬁ“:f
time he ured t -
near the lower point of the upper third of
its length; the fracture was obliguely
downwards from without inward, the lower
fragment riding over the upper and over-
lapping it extensively. Aft.]mn.gh an ap-
paratus had been applied at the time of
the accident by a country ician, the
fragments had never been reduced to their
proper place, but had become united by a
'-'e:{' large callus, standing out inently
and appearing through his clothes; the
lower part of the m appeared to form
an obtuse angle with the upper portion,
and when he supported himself on the
sound limb, the foot of the fractured leg
seemed to pass naturally quite across to
the right of the sound one, leaving the heel
at the distance of five and a half inches
from the ground, nor could he, when
standing erect, bring it any closer. Walk-
ing, except by means of crutches, was, of
course, impossible. On examination I
found the callus hard and solid, appearing
to fill a considerable space between the
overlapping but separated ends of bone,
which were quite too firmly fixed to be
forced asunder except by actual division
of the osseous junction. The patient was
anxious for relief, and declared himself
willing to submit to any operation which
would restore the use ﬂf?iia limb, and
remedy to some extent the existing de-
formity. After mature reflection, and ex-
aminatiu; of al}ll thehaubhnlrities I could
command on the subject, I proposed to
him to divide the cillus b; sawing it
through, thus separating the bones, and
afterwards to draw them to their proper
place by a force sufficient to produce the
requisite lengthening of the limb.

Accordingly, the ation was per-
formed on the 11th April 1847, The pa-
tient being placed on a table, I divided
the integuments on the outside of the vas-
tus externus muscle, from below the
trochanter major, about six inches directly
down the limb ; and separating them from
the mass of callus sufficiently to introduce
a sharp-pointed saw, I was enabled, in a.
few minutes, completely to divide the im-
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sistent pain in the course of the urethra,
after all traces of discharge have com-
}:lat.ely ceased, M. Vidal mentions, that,

aving frequently remarked that the
pains were relieved by pressing the penis
with the fingers, he was led to the idea of
treating these cases by compression, and
has found the plan useful, affording a
perfect cure in many cases, and a marked
alleviation in others. The operative pro-
cedure, says M. Vidal, is so simple, that
it is scarcely necessary to mention it.
“ The surgeon takes a long strip of dia-
chylon plaster, one centimetre (two-fifths
of an inch) in breadth, and rolls it around
the penis in the same manner as a com-
mon bandage, beginning at the glans ;
or, still better, he may apply it more ac-
curately by using a number of small strips
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of plaster, each of which shall only
sufficient to encircle the or onee,

Es

the two extremities of ip should
be made to cross upon the for
them of insuring the firmness of
the ing. The principal point to be
attended to is the degree of ¢ i

which ought to be as firm as possible,
without interfering with micturition,
which JrgFlg; of course, nmuma tha
remov e dressin compres-
sion should be onntimfﬁ for a consider-
able period after the cessation of the
pains, to prevent their return.” M. Vidal
cites two cases, from & great
number which he has in favour

of this mode u;;gnd.ica.—ﬂ ion Midi-
cale, Oct. 7T, 1848,
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58, —TInfluence of the Mother's Imagi-
nation up'gi the P':mfucfim of Monstrous
Children. By Dr Borvoxn,—Itisafact, that
the workings of a strongly excited mind
may produce very great changes in the
body, either immediate or remote ; but
it may at the same time be observed, that
this power of the mind is circumscribed
within a limited circle, even within its
own body. It may be felt in the several
tissues, glands, and viscera ; it may pro-
duce sympathetic irritations and ner-
vous movements ; but it has no construe-
tive or creative power. Who, by an ef-
fort of his mind, could place another hair
on his head, or add a cubit to his stature?

In forgetfulness of this and common
sense, and only noticing the fact, that the
mind of one individual cannot alter the
body of another, it is asserted, that the
little being within the womb cannot be
considered as a foreign body with respect
to the mother, but rather (in considera-
tion of its connexions) as a part of her-
self.

Dr William Hunter examined very pa-
tiently the influence of the mother’s ima-
gination upon her still unborn child, and
proceeded upon thisright plan of investiga-
tion. In 2000 cases of labour, immediatehy
on delivery,and before examining the child,
he inquired of the woman -vhether, during
her pregnancy, she had a longing for, or
had been frightened by, or her thoughts
had dwelt on, any thing particular for any
length of time ? He questioned her also
as to her own ideas on the subject, as to
whether she expected to find a mark on
the child ; if so, what kind, and why ?
All her answers were taken down in writ-

ing, and then he examined the child. He
declares that, though he found many chil-
dren marked, yet in not one in-
stance of these two thousand did an-
swers or expectations of the woman agree
with the result. Many expected a mark
where there was none ; and others had
not thought of the subject, and had got
through their term unnoted by any inci-
dence when there was. Both the St Hi-
};ﬁres, _fath?;' and mh; have hul:r: assi-
uous in collecting the particu every
recorded a’l:u:mrmgal birth ; and the latter
asserts, as I have mentioned further back,
that Dr Martin’s case is the only authen-
tic one in which the woman said before
her confinement that her child should be
born marked, and her feelings proved to
be correct. Thus it is clmﬁw the
numbers of instances have been collected
to form such a large mass of evidence as
proof of the truth of our subject. But
when closely examined, the magnitude of
this mass fades into insignificance. Re-.
move the ample folds oFilts gossip dra-
p&r_}, and the giant becomes a dwarf.
As I have myself mentioned a number of
cases of monstrosities, in which the im-
pression was made on the mind of the mo-
ther prior to the birth of the child, do I
mean to deny the existence of cause and
effect? Certainly not. Let us examine
what constitutes the logical term, cause
and effeet. It is this : A certain act be-
ing always, or nearly so, followed by the
same COnsSequences. If ﬂcmiﬂlm]]j the
primary being present, the succeeding
phenomenon does not appear, we readily
admit that in such instances the usual
cause is overpowered by some other cause.
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But be it remembered, that the exce
tions must be few in comparison with
rule. Is such the case with the subject
before us ¥ No such thing. Every wo-
man, I repeat, during her gestation of
nine months, must have had her attention
arrested by some object, or must have
been struck by some one idea more forci-
bly or more frequently than by others,
and yet, comparatively speaking, there are
but very few children born with a blemish.
How, tgen,ara these facts to be explained
which hﬂah omnrra:lh B, X auawler, the
agreement between them is merely acci-
dental, and cannot be loocked upon as
cause and effect. Every person has been
struck by meeting with a number of re-
markable fortuitous coincidences. If these
were collected and set in a note-book,
they should far outnumber those which
take place between mother and child.—
Dublin Medical Press, Nov. 29, 1848.

59.—On the Dropsical Affections o
Pregnant Women. By M. Uifu.t.mns.j
M. Devilliers considers that these affec-
tions may be most advantageously con-
sidered under the following heads: 1.
Simple cedema or anasarca. 2. (Edema
complicated with affections of tIEE;ircnla-

or respiratory organs. 3. ema or
tl?uﬁrm with albuminuria. As a preli-
minary, he inquires in what way do the
m i m;} the economy induced by
, influence the ction or pro-
gress of jes ? In this point of view
the analysis of the blood is of great im-
portance ; and the author found that 25
analyses furnished 677 per 1000 of albu-
men, the normal mean of non-pregnant
women being seventy; but while in the
first seven months the average was 686,
it was in the last two only 66°'4. In those
cases in which albuminuria was present,
the proportion during the last two months
was only 56°39. The researchesof Andral
have amply shown the coincidence between
the diminution of albumen in the blood,
and the formation of dropsy; and those of
MM. Beequerel and Rodier have estab-
lished the same in reference to the solid
parts of the serum.

1. Simple edema or anasarca. The
author believes that the state of repletion
of the vascular system is in a far less de-
gree a cause of the effusion, than is the
altered composition of the blood. He has
not found age or the primiparous condi-
tion exert any notable influence in its pro-
duction, but it seems to occur most easily
in the lymphatie temperament. An im-
portant influence of pregnancy has been
overlooked, viz. that the fact of the in-
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creased degree of uterine activity displaces
or diverts the blood, and must produce
stasis and other modifications in the lower
extremities. The influence of the pressure
of the developing organ is well known, and
its inclination will often determine which
limb shall be most odematous. The
amount and persistence of the cedema
are, however, far from being always pro-
portionate to the degree of development
of the uterus. In about half the cases the
cedema becomes developed especially be-
tween the seventh and ninth months, it is
not unfrequent in the fourth or fifth, and
is even met with in the third.  Although
oceasionally the cedema is developed in a
week or two, it usually requires several,
and ean never be called active. Onee
formed, it may undergo the most strange
variations, probably dependent on mecha-
nical canses. In a little more than one
sixth of the author’s cases, the engagement
of the feetal head in the ecavity of the
pelvis, at the end of pregnancy, was at-
tended with partial or complete disappear-
ance of the edema. The wrine in these
patients is sometimes normal, sometimes
sparing, deep-coloured, or turbid, but does
not confain albumen.

Varicose veins should rather be regarded
as a concomitant than a complication, de-
pending upon the same causes as the
cedema, and always preceding it. They
were absent in three-fifths of the cases.
They often diminish on the appearance of
the cedema. In simple cedema the splanch-
nic cavities contain no fluid, but dropsy
of the amnios is sometimes present. In
respect to the question whether the exist-
ence of cedema at all influences the oceur-
rence of puerperal affections, the author
observes that in about one-fourth of his
cases metro-periionitis occurred ; and so
intimately did the disappearance of the one
and the appearance of the other seem to
be connected, that he was at first disposed
to regard metastasis as the best explana-
tion. Further experience showed him
examples of the persistence of the cedema;
and he believes that the cases of the oc-
currence of serous inflammation on the
disappearance of the cedema, narrated by
authors, were examples of dropsy accom-
panied with organic alterations or albumi-
nuria. In the treatment of this affection
when slight, position, aperients, and mild
diuretics suffice. If the cedema is great,
and the woman plethorie, venesection may
be resorted to. Vapour-baths and gentle
friction are very useful; but compression
is useless or mischievous. Iron,in certain
subjects, is of great utility; but its ad-
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ministration must be watched, and eoinei-
dent small bleedings be put into force if
congestive symptoms present themselves,

2. Dropsy with affections of the central
organs of circulation and respiration.—
In these cases organic causes co-operate
with those already enumerated, to render
the effusion more copious and more im-
portant. When the organic disease is but
slight, and the dropsy proceeding from it
has not preceded pregnancy, the cedema
may appear only at the ordinary period,
be confined to the lower extremities, and
alternate in amount, as simple cdema.
Generally, however, it is much more per-
sistent, and has a great tendency to invade
the splanchnic cavities, where, indeed, it
may commence. When this is the case
the birth is generally premature, although
sometimes women labouring under dyspnea
from this canse will go their full time, and
bring forth strong infants. In treating
this affection, when the means advised for
severe simple wdema, with punctures of
the dropsical parts, or paracentesis ab-
dominis, have failed to give relief, if dan-
ger menaces the patient, and the child is
viable, we should have recourse to the in-
duction of premature labour.— Rev. Méd.
Chir., and Brit. and For. Med. Chir.
Review, No. V. p. 273.

60.— Spasmodic Contraction of the Cer-
vie Uteri during Labouwr. By Dr Scax-
zoNL.—Our author believes that it 1s al-
ways the internal orifice of the cervix
uteri which is the seat of spasmodic con-
striction during labour. ‘fhe superven-
tion of this accident is marked by the
fnllﬂwinrf’ symptoms :(—After the first pe-
riod of labour is passed, and the vaginal
portion of the uterus has disappeared, the
pains suddenly assume a new character,
the patient becomes agitated, and com-
plains severely of sharp and constant pain
in the loins. The vagina is hot, and often
dry. The os uteri is pressed deeply into
the pelvis, its edges are thin and hard,
and fully on the stretch, even when there
is no labour pain, and the presenting part
of the child can be felt through the cer-
vix. These symptoms distinguish spas-
modic constriction from rig git-j' of the
cervix, which generally obstructs the free
dilatation of the os. Rigidity of the cer-
vix, Dr Scanzoni believes to be very rare.
Among 4200 cases of labour, he has only
met with it five times, whilst among the
same cases he has seen, at least, fifty of
spasm of the os.

Among many means tried to subdue
and destroy this spasmodic state of the
fibres of the neck of the uterus, the only

MIDWIFERY, AND

| FEB.

one found of much service is the uterine
douche, practised in the manner

by Kiwisch, for induein ture la-
bour. (See Re or 1848, p. 121.)
The only instrument required is a modifi-
cation of the ordi

‘ inary enema ng-nngo.—'
L’ Union Médicale, Nov. 21, 1

61.—Partial Abortion in Cases of Plu-
ral Pregnancy. By M. Bracmer.—After
detailing at four cases of partial
abortion, M. Brachet lays down the three
following propositions :—

1. In cases of plural one of
the fwtuses may be e:pal& and leave
the other feetus to be developed even to

the full time.

2. It may happen that the second fue-
tus may not attain its full development,
but be expelled at a period more or less
distant from the expulsion of the first.

3. After one feetus has been expelled
along with its secundines, the second foe-
tus (although dead) and its secundines
may remain in the uterus some weeks or
even months after the expulsion of the
first—Journal de Médicine de Mars
1848, and Archives Geénérales, 1848,

62.—Inversion of the Uterus. By Dr
Tyrer Symrra.—This aceident has some-
times been attributed to inverted action of
the uterus, but more generally to mecha-
nical traction of the cord, and injudicious
attempts at removing the retained or ad-
herent placenta. When inversion is re-
ferred to traction of the umbilical cord,
whether in consequence of a short funis,
thethand::len_l bi;ll;h of the feetus while ﬁ
mother is in the upright position, or
attempts of the nhnﬂl%ﬂn to remove the
placenta, it is always believed to depend
on the merely mechanical force which is
in operation. It is considered that the
fundus uteri is dli';ggad down mechanically
through the os uteri and vagina, the uterus
being supposed to be passive during the
occurrence of the inversion.

Dr Smith is persuaded that it depends
in all cases mainly upon an active condi-
tion of the uterus. here it takes place
without any mechanical interference, there
can be no doubt of the preternatural and
perverted activity of the uterus. But even
in cases where the placenta is attached Lo
the centre of the fundus, and when the
cord is drawn through the vagina with
any amount of force likely to be exerted
by an accoucheur, it is not a mere mecha-
nical displacement which produces the
accident, but the irritation of the fundus
uteri, by traction, excites contraction of
the fundus, thus producing that contrac-
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in which, after trying various other
means unsuccessfully, he succeeded,
with the greatest ease, by bending the
leg, and rotating it slightly in the axis
of the tibia. He refers the effect of this
method of reduction to a peculiar law of
muscular action. He says, “ This law is,
perhaps, a corollary following that prin-
ciple which requires the necessity of
association in the actions of muscles,
‘What I allude to is, the overpowering
strength which a muscle is brought to
exert when its usual direction of action
about a centre is foreibly changed. I
think the best exemplification of this is,
in that case of rare occurrence, the dls-
location of the patella on its edge.
When the patella is displaced in this
way, it sets into action of the most vio-
lent kind those muscles which are the
extensors of the leg. Their foree is the
effect, first, of that irritation which all
muscles get when they are thrown
out of their ordinary line of action, par-
ticularly when they are disturbed in
moving round their ordinary axis or
centre of motion; but still furauer, be-
cause, when these muscles are called
upon, they act most powerfully, or, in
other words, they are in the strongest
action when the limb is to be straight-
ened, as they are then to balance and
support the whole weight of the body,
by making a firm pillar of the extre-
mity. Thus, in this condition, these
muscles act with a power that defies all
the force that human aid can ecall into
its service. I have seen the utmost ex-
ertion quite feeble in changing, in the
slightest degree, the state the bone was
in. Yet we know that, in instances
where one individual puta forth his
whole power in muscular action, he can-
not resist the strength of two or more
to overcome this power, as is often seen
in trials of a clenched fist, &c¢. The
power of many men is not equal to the
force of muscles in dislocations. But,
nevertheless, the purpose is readily
effected if we avail ourselves of the fact,
that these muscles only act so power-
fully when in this position, which is that
they have when they usually exert their
greatest efforts, that iz, in the state of
extension of the limb. So we have only
to flex the leg a little, and all this
powerful opposition to restoring the pa-
tella ceases upon using the slightest ro-
tatory motion, and it readily falls into
its place. This law of muscular action
explains the great difference we find in
the opposition offered to the manipu-
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lations we a.l:lnpt in various dhm
tions,”]
85.—New Method of tr:dﬂg
grena Senilis—M. Da ﬂllim-
osque) mentions a case in w]m:h,
bleeding, giving nitrate of potass in ten
ain doses, and applying cold lotions to
Eu affected limb, he observed the p
of the gangrene arrested, the sloughs se-
parated, and the patient was cured. His
object in employing this treatment, wu in
the first place to render the blood more
liguid, and in the second place, w
tone to the capillaries.—I’ Union
cale, October 7, 1848,

86.— Venesection in Cases of Trauma-
tic Legions. By M. Josert.—In severe
burns, in ot wounds, and in deep
and extensive contusions, 1.;1:1:1 or without
fracture, and whether cerebral symptoms
be present or not, M. Jobert constantly
practises full bleedings from the arm,
during the first da ni'bur the pntmnt’a
reception into the tal, with mnrhui

advantage. 'These bleuﬂmﬁ
in cases of extensive bu ve the bn-

neficial effect of preven nr cnmhn.tmg
visceral mﬂammauﬂna, an
relieve the Hlﬂ m tha in t-,.-....
Annales de
gicale, Eeptemher a.nd ﬂntnber 1848,
p- 246.

[The editor of the journal from which
we quote, speaks in high terms of this

plan of treatment; but there are no sta-
tistics given of the results of the cases so
treated; and we must say, that from all
we have seen of such injuries, the prac-
tice appears to us, to say the least, a very
questionable une3

87.—Paracentesis  Abdominis — Death
Jrom Injury of the Spleen—A child, aged
twelve years, was !mﬁ’am:lg for B]ghtam
months from cbstinate intermittent fever,
The spleen was considerably enlar '
and abundant effusion of serum had un
place in the peritoneum. Paracentesis
was determined upon, and the trocar was
introduced midway between the umbilicus
and the left anterior superior spine of the
iliom. The spleen was wounded by the
instrument, and about one ounce and a
half of florid blood escaped from the
canula. The result was peritonitis and
death.—FRévue Méd. Chir.; Med. Times.

88.—Case of Tetanus cured by Etheri-
zation. By M. Caiexier.—An infant,
fourteen days old, presented the follow-
ing symptoms of the disease; the jaws
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case of a man who placed a pistol, loaded
only with powder, into his mouth, and dis-
charged it. The cheeks were literally
blown into ribbons, and the lower jaw
was fractured. Proper applications were
made to the parts. He appeared to be
doing well for a day or two, but died sud-
denly, as Mr Wade believes, from spasm
of the glottis, consequent upon removal to
an hospital—ZLancet, 18th Nov. 1848,

92, —Curious Case of Lipoma un-
der the Deltoid—On the 20th Jann-
ary last, a woman about fifty-eight
years of age, thin and short in stature,
came to La Charité to be freed from
a tumour under which she had been la-
bouring for nearly seven years. It was
on the anterior and external part of the
shoulder, appearing without any known
cause. It had progressively attained a
considerable size, in form two-lobed, of
a moderate consistence, no visible fluctu-
ation, having an obscure and sluggish
motion, no difference nor change in
colour of the skin. It extended al-
most over the whole space occupied by
the deltoid, which was mnot destroyed,
but appeared to cover the tumour itself;
the arm could be moved about with ease,
and the general health was good; in
fact, there was nothing but a tumour,
troublesome from its size, This case
was given as a subject of trial to the
surgeons at the time standing as candi-
dates for the chair vacant by the death
of the younger Bérard. Some said it was
in the periostenm, and of a fibro-cartila-
ginous nature ; others gave opinions not
better founded. M. Bégue alone declared
it to be a lipoma,an analogous case hav-
ing once before come under his notice,

. Nélaton and Gerdy were uncertain ;
the latter introduced an exploring tro-
car into the tumour, but nothing came
out; and the patient,desiring to be freed
from it, M. Gerdy performed the oper-
ation as follows :—An incision, three
or four inches long, extending down-
wards from the claviele in the direction
of the anterior border of the deltoid,
laid bare a very thin layer of muscular
fibres covering the tumour; nearly an
inch above the inferior attachment of
the deltoid, another incision, perpendi-
cular to the first, was made, dividing
the skin and the muscle itself. This in-
cision was so made as not toinclude
the whole of the humeral attachment
of the deltoid ; nearly half of this re-
mained uninjured posteriorly. That
was sufficient to enable M. Gerdy, in
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raising the triangular flap just made, to

circumseribe and eut out the tumour
without difficulty. An incision was af-
terwards made at the back part of the
shoulder, to enable the flow of the liguid,
which otherwise would have accumu-
lated in the cul-de-sac formed by the
posterior lobe of the tumour, e pa-
tient was thus perfectly cured of an
affection which examination proved was
nothing else than a lipoma, only of
firmer consistence than is usually met
with in practice.—~Journal de .'Héwma
et Chirurgie. July 1848,

93.— Experiments regarding Gunshot
Wounds of the Head. r%]' M. HuGUIER.
— At the Société de Chirurgie of
Paris, 18th October 1848, M. Hu-
guier showed the skull of a subject at
which he had fired a musket loaded
with a single ball at the distance of
seventeen paces; the shot had struck
the temporal region near the base of
the petrous portion. The lesion pro-
duced was remarkable, all the bones of
the vault and base of the cranium had
been broken up, the brain had escaped,
and the soft parts had been torn into
flaps. One not knowing its history,
would call it an injury produced by a
fall from a great height. After various
conjectural opinions to explain the man-
ner these injuries had taken place, M.
Huguier stated that he thought that the
maultiplicity of injuries were owing,
above all, to the fact that the ball had
struck the point of junction of the vaunlt
with the base of the cranium, and had
communicated to both simultaneously
a violent shock.

At the Association Générale de Mé-
decine de Paris, 6th November 1
M. Deguise, jun., in reference to the
experiment of M. Huguier stated above,
said, that M. Huguier had shown a skull
so curiously mutilated, thathis colleagues
had been undecided as to the cause pro-
ducing such injuries. The fact was so
singular, and so important in a medico-
legal point of view, that several mem-
bers, amongst whom was M. Deguise,
had determined to repeat the experi-
ment, He stated that he had obtained
a similar result.— Gazette des Hopitaus.
Oct. and Nov. 1848.

[The explanation given by M. Huguier
as to the cause of these remarkable le-
sions, appears to us to be a just one.
Meanwhile a summary stop has been
put to the experiments in question by
the Minister of the Iuterior suspending
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M. ise and his assistant from their
functions in the hospital for the space of
one year,

Perhaps the minister feared lest such
heroic experiments might foster a mili-
tary spirit in the profession, and con-
sidered that,in the present state of Paris,
a co of Tirailleurs Miédicals was a
thing to be discouraged.]

94.— Observations on a Case of Popli-
teal Anewrism treated by Galvanic Punc-
ture.—M. DEeBoUT presented a specimen
of a popliteal aneurism taken fromn a
man who had been treated by galvanic
puncture. He had sent the patient, who
was a forest keeper, aged sixty, into the
Hopital de la Charité, M. Velpean em-
ployed galvanie puncture, but after leav-
ing the needles in for eight days, and
galvanizing twice during that period, a
violent inflammation supervened, fol-
lowed hE hemorrhage, for which liga-
ture of the femoral artery was perform-
ed ; pangrene of the limb ensued ; ampu-
tation of the thigh was had recourse to,
but with a fatal result; in the prepara-
tion their was seen a sanguineous clot
filling up the aneurismal sac, which was
much more inflamed on the external
than on the internal surface.—At the
Société de Chirurgie de Paris. Nov. 22,
1848 ; Gazetle des Hipitaux, Dee. 5, 1848,

[A case of this kind, though interest-
ing in many respects, does not much
elucidate the action of galvanic pune-
ture on the aneurism ; for it is a ques-
tion whether the coagulation of the blood
within the sac was the result of the gal-
vanism or of the subsequent operation
of ligature of the femoral artery. We
think the history of the case rather in-
dicates that the coagulation was the ve-
sult of the ligature of the artery, judg-
ing from the hemorrhage which neces-
sitated that operation.]

95.—O0n the Employment of Ligatures
ormed of Animal Substances. By Mr

raGG.—The substance which Mr Wragg
prefers is the fibrous tissue of the deer,
dried. then twisted so as to form a small
round thread, smooth and regular on the
surface, non-elastic, sufficiently strong to
resist the traction made on it by the sur-
geon in tying the knot. The mode of pre-
paring these ligatures appears to the au-
thor to be a matter of great importance,
and one capable of insuring or compromis-
ing the success of the operation: These
tendinous slips ought to be dried slowly,
and not used until all the moisture has
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disappeared ; the author prefers those
which have been dried for some years.
One objection that might be raised against
these ligatures of animal substances is,
that they do not deterinine the degree of
inflammation necessary for the oblitera-
tion of the artery ; but this fear must
yield to the testimony of all the surgeons
who have found in this practice a sufficient
h@emostatic remedy. This is not the
reason Why it has been rejected by some
medical men, but rather because they
doubted whether the substance of these
ligatures could be effectually absorbed, and
disappear amongst the tissues ; the expe-
rience of Mr Wragg fully replies to these
apprehensions. During the ten years that
he has employed these ligatures, he has
never used any others; and during this
period he has tied arteries in the fingers,
hand, forearm, arm, leg, and thigh, and
has never seen any symptom to show that
the absorption of the knot had not taken
place. Some cases, chosen from a large
number, will confirm the truth of these
propositions : In 1836, Mr Wragg ampu-
tated the leg of a woman above sixty
years of age for a malignant ulcer ; the
ligatures made of the fibrous tissue of the
deer were cut close to the knot, and the
wound brought together ; the stump was
healed at the end of three weeks. No
part of the ligatures could be seen ; no
abscess, no uleeration, indieative of the
threads having acted on the tissues as fo-
reign bodies.

In the ease of a young man, one of the
cutaneous branches of the posterior tibial
artery was cut by a blow from a hatchet.
Mr Wragg tied it with one of these liga-
tures, which he cut cloge to the knot; hethen
brought the wound together by four points
of the interrupted suture made of a thread
of thesamesubstanee. Nothing further was
seen of the knot of the ligature ; as to the
threads used for the suture, they became
softened, and, from the time suppuration
commenced, had a macerated appearance,
their volume diminished by degrees, so
that at the end of a certain timne he saw,
by the effect of a gradual eating away, a
segment of the circomference of the thread
disappear, and at last the knot gave way
just as if it had been divided by scissors.

In 1839, Mr Wragg performed an am-
putation at the wrist, in consequence of
injuries received by a railway accident.
He tied the arteries with ligatures made
from the fibrous tissue of the deer. On
the 12th day, suppuration being establish-
ed, one of the knots became loose, and
came away by the wound, but so dimi-
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nished in size, and so softened, that it was
with difficulty recognized ; and even Mr
Wragg himself declares, that he still is in
doubt whether it was not a portion of
sloughing tendon.

The preceding facts indubitably prove
the reality of the absorption of the
ligatures formed of animal substances,
The following is not less interesting, as
an example of the comparative effects
of this kind of ligature, and those made of
vegetable threads. After amputation at
the lower part of the thigh, Mr Wragg
tied the femoral artery and vein, the only
vessels requiring ligature, with ligatures
made from the fibrous tissue of the deer
and cut them off close to the knot ; the
stump was dressed,and the wound brought
together with six points of suture, two be-
ing ligatures made from fibrous tissue of
the deer, the other four of hemp. At the
first dressing, on the fourth day, all the
wound was united except at two places,
where a strong portion of fascia-lata had

MIDWIFERY AND

prevented it. On the sixth day the two li-
gatures made from the deer came awa;
without the necessity of being cat, whilst
the fourof hemp had to be cut iously to
being withdrawn. The small wounds made
by the ligatures of hemp were more in-
flamed than those made by the anima
ligature.— South. Amer. Jour. of Med.
Phar., as quoted in Gas. de Paris,
Nov. 18, 1848.

[The absorption of ligatures of animal
aubat?nees has so often formed a HI?,;
ject of experiment, and has so genera
been found to fail, whilst in some cases bad
results have followed their use, that we
think the profession is likely to be very

cautious in reviving the practice. At the -

same time, the cases narrated suggest a
mode of testing their effects on an ex-
tended scale without risk to the patient ;
we mean, employing them for sutures, as
done by Mr Wragg, and carefully watch-
ing and comparing their effects with those
of the ordinary thread.]

IV..MIDWIFERY AND DISEASES PECULIAR TO WOMEN.

96.—Renal Dropsy during Pregnancy.
By MM. Deviiuiers and MiQuELE.
—Almoest all the cases which have oc-
curred to the author were of the lym-
phatic associated with the nervous tem-
peraments, very few of the sanguineous.
In several cases the women had been
in good or even robust health. The pri-
miparous condition is a powerful predis-
ponent. The author has not been able to
trace the influence of damp, cold, or spirit-
drinking, said to have so powerful an influ-
ence in inducing ordinary albuminuria.
Most of his patients had suffered from
mental disquietude. He does not agree
with those who attribute any effect to the
pressure of the uterus, which is only com-
petent to the production of ordinary
cedema.

Symptoms—It is to be observed that
albuminuria may occur unm'}wn&d by
any dropsy, especially when it takes place
not long before delivery. When present,
the davelug:ment of the drospy is some-
times rapid and acute, but generally gra-
dual. It is sometimes even limited to the
lower extremities, but usually extends to
the upper extremities and face, the preci-

itate of albumen being just as abundant
in the one case as the other. The swell-
ing may vary from mere puffiness to
excessive distension, but, like the dropsy
from organic causes, it is less liable to
variation than simple cedema, and it very

readily invades the splanchmic cavities,
Whatever may have been the amount of
infiltration, or the issue of the disease, the
swelling usually disappears in from six to
eight days after delivery. The accoucheur

has rarely the opportunity of determining
when thajrnfbuml:‘funh ﬁr:t manifested it-

self. The period indeed seems to be vari-

able, and by no means in relation to the
amount of serous infiltration. Nor does
the guantity existing in the urine bear a
such relation, it being, however, g
found considerable at the approach of
delivery, augmenting sensibly during la-
bour, and even persisting awhile after
confinement— gradually, however, save in
cases of serions complications, diminishing
until the tenth or twellth day, when it
disappears. 1f during pre cy or after
delivery any notable febrile disturbance
of the circulation occurs, the albumen be-
comes proportionably augmented ; and
the author furnishes a curious case, in
which the amount fluctuated with the
E‘amxyams of intermittent febrile action.
he same increase is observed durin
severe labour, at the commencement
puerperal fever or other dangerous dis-
eases, and especially at the approach of
death—and that in women who but the
day before had exhibited a very small
quantity. Other accidents te criti-
cally, and give rise to the sudden disap-
pearance of the albumen ; an instance of
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such individuals are precisely those in
whom we may expect the “fixed ideas”
of monomania to become developed. This
peculiar impressibility of the mind is
more common and better marked in wo-
men than in men ; and in the former,
more particularly, during the existence of
certain physiological states proper to their
sex. The eccasional or exciting causes of
monomania are various ; among these,
lively mental emotions, especially violent
grief, occupy a prominent place. The
aunthor quotes several cases in illustration
of this fact; of these, the following is
one of the most interesting :— Augusta
Strohen, when a young girl, witnessed
the execution of a criminal at Dresden.
The general interest “felt in his fate, and
the impertant part he played in the tra-
fﬁd;f of the execution, made a deep and
asting impression on her mind; and the
desire thus excited, of occupying a simi-
larly conspicuous position in the regards
of the public, became at last sufficiently
strong to drive her for its gratification to
the commission of murder. Irritation is
also a common canse of monomaniacal
insanity ; and to this cause may be traced
many of the instances on record of homi-
cidal and suoicidal epidemics. This fact
illustrates the mischievous tendency of
those newspaper paragraphs devoted to
stories of murders and executions. A
striking dream ocecasionally acts as the
exciting cause of monomania; in this
case the * fixed idea™ corresponds with
the most remarkable idea in the dream.
A curious circumstance in the history of
typhus fever, is the occasional determina-
tion of the accompanying delirium, after
the febrile excitement has become some-
what mitigated, in one particular and ex-
clusive direction. M. Louis has recorded
some cases of monomania originating in
this way ; in which, however, the aberra-
tion was only temporary, baving been
corrected after convalescence was consi-
derably advanced. Similar effects some-
times follow the delirium of the * cerebral
fevers” of women recently delivered ;
and it is remarkable, that the insanity
which remains after such attacks, which
may be monomaniacal or more general
in its character, is more common among
women of the higher than of the lower
classes,—obviously from the greater men-
tal suseeptibility encouraged by the habits
and education of the former.—Gaz. des
Hipitawr, Sept. 1848,

101.—On Apparitions or Spectral Tilu-
sions. By Dr Rosert Patersos.—These
the author defines as vivid deceptions of
the different senses, especially that of
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sight, often assisted by external means, ac-
curring with such a degree of distinet-
ness as to give a tem belief in their
reality, during a state of nervous excite-
ment, and while the circnlation of the
brain is in a more or less disordered con-
dition. In other words, they are ideas or
recollected 1mages of the mind, referred
to the respective organs of sense, and oc-
curring with sufficient intensity to create
astonishment, and often fear. All the
senses are liable to be deceived in this
way, and varions substances would seem

to have the power of producing these de-
ceptions,

[The first portion of this Dr Pa-
terson has devoted to a very interesting
account of the conjuring up of apparitions,
divine and human, in ancient times, with
a statement of the means modern science
has demonstrated to have been put in use
for purposes of the kind. The consider-
ation of these particulars our limited
space here forbids ; but we recommend to
our readers arernsa'l of this part, as well
as of the whole paper.] \

Dr Paterson refers the origin of all
spectral illusions to three heads, accordin
as they arise:—First, from inmmﬁ
quantity of blood in the ecirculating ves-
sels; or secondly, from a diminished
quantity ; and thirdly, from certain foreign
matters circulating with it. y

To the first head are to be referred the
illusions of fevers, of delirinm tremens,
plague, of inflammatory affections of the
brain and its membranes, and those pro-
bably of mania, of plethora, gout, hypo-
chondriasis, and hysteria. To the second
head are to be referred those which oe-
cur in weak excitable temperaments, afier
continued illness and low diet, after large
blood-letting to approaching syncope, as
well as some of those which take place
towards the termination of phthisis, hae-
moptysis, &c. To the third head may
be referred the :g:pnritioua which some-
times arise from the absorption of alcohol,
ether, chloroform, and substances of a like
description by the cireulating current, as
well as the inhalation of certain gases,
and, as would appear, from preparations
of sulphur with oxygen and carbon ; and
lastly, various narcotic poisons, such as
opinm, belladonna, conium, hyosciamus,
solanum, cannabis, and similar dru

Division of Spectral Phenomena. As
apparitions are resolvable into ideas or
images of the mind, dressed up and im-
pressed on the bodily senses with a vivid-
ness which often creates astonishment and
fear, so external means often deceive the
imagination in like manner, and give rise .
to phenomena of a very similar kind.
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They may therefore with propriety be
di first, into those which have their
origin in the mind itself ; and secondly,
into those which are entively referable to
external circumstances.

Under the first class, Dr Paterson has

an epitome of the published cases
referable to it, followed by a relation of
seven highly interesting original instances.
Of the latter we select the following, the
seventh case recorded, the particulars of
which were communicated to the author
by the affected individual :—* I was not a
little surprised one forenoon, while busily
musing on the probable pathology of my
own and similar cases, on perceiving an
extremely minute yet very distinct spec-
't;mll ;Ilmui},hwhich for lifelike realit
could not, I then imagined, be surpassed.
The bed-curtains were Pﬂ.l‘tin“j'rpdl'ﬂ“,
and the light from the windows at the
time unusually excluded, conditious which
obably rendered the spectral phenomena
then observed peculiarly attractive.
From a somewhat obscure background,
I first noticed a 1:; of light slowly to
mﬂmnnd, while advancing towards me,
ﬁmd ¥ to unfold itself as it were into a
ving, active, and altogether grotesque
epitome of humanity, so extremely mi-
nute, and yet so complete in form, colour,
and expression, that I was more agreeably
astonished at the very distinctness of the
novel and ludicrous illusion, more espe-
cially when it reached its complete de-
velopment, which it seemed to do when it
approached within an arm’s length of me,
when it suddenly disappeared, but only to
make way for another and equally comic
figure, which also seemed to spring forth
on the unfolding of the light, that again
appeared slowly advancing from the dark
background already referred to. So
long as my vision and attention were
directed to this phantasmagoric scene, a
1111;&- succession of these Liliputian co-
medians continued in like manner to
appear, and to give the most amusing
and a ntly never-ending variety of
character and action to the pantomime
which the pigmies one by one enacted.
For some time I continued to watch with

- intense interest the individual origin,

growth, and dissolution of my tiny and
short-lived visitors, and anden\ruu:ye.d, as
one vanished, to anticipate the particular
appearance which its successor would
assume ; but generally failed in the ex-
periment, as each succeeding illusion pre-
sented, either in its expression, or
colour, something quite novel and charac-
teristic. So soon as my particular atten-
tion was withdrawn from the imaginary
camera obscura, the dark background to
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the exhibition for the time being, ceased ;
and it was not till the following day when,
under the same circamstances, I again
discovered more of my airy performers,
with the strange anties of whom I again
wiled away what might otherwise have
been to me a tedions or lost hour. Their
presence, when thus solicited, continued
for several subsequent days, after which,
however, I could no longer perceive the
slightest trace of their existence, the ob-
scure background from which their
matrix (the evolving ray) used to em

having now also altogether dissipated.
I rapidly thereafter regained my former
health ; and have since then, I am happy
to add, remained a perfect stranger to
headachs and spectral illusions.” In
regard to the second class, or appari-
tions, having their origin entirely in ex-
ternal cirenmstances, the author observes
that, during twilight, external objects
lose their distinctness of outline, and be-
come dimmer to the sight, and are under
these circumstances more easily passed
over by an individual wrapped in contem-
plation. In darkness and solitude it
becomes still more marked. The peculiar
arrangement of light and shade, which,
under certain circumstances, is produced
by the sun’s rays, and more especially by
those of the setting sun—by the moon-
beams—by the decaying embers of a
flickering fire—or by the uncertain light
of a dying night taper, have all had their
share in producing phenomena of this
class. Superstitious dread, or a certain
degree of mental excitement, add ma-
terially to the effect of phenomena of
this kind. A striking instance of this
variety occurred to the author himself,
which he thus relates,—*1 was called
hurriedly out of bed, on a summer night,
to a patient who was said to have com-
mitted suicide. I reached the house in
time to see her expire; she had divided
the trachea and large vessels of the neck,
the profuse hemorrhage from which had
so alarmed ber relations that they all
fled from the house. I found her lying
huddled up on a door-mat, on which she
had fallen in passing from one room to
the other—and on which she expired.
She was a respectable, young, and good-
looking woman, and her history was a
most melancholy one. The details of her
melancholy end were brought before my
mind again and again for several weeks,
in consequence of my being concerned in
arranging matters with the friends.
Many months afterwards I was called
again professionally to the same house.
It was evening, and the moon was shin-
ing brightly as I ascended the stairs ; the
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door of the house was opened, and to my
astonishment, the first thing that my eyes
encountered was the door-mat, with its
dying burden as bright and distinet as
when I first beheld it. I wasmuch struck
with the circumstance, and paused for a
time to observe with what accuracy fancy,
and the effects of the moonbeams had
brought back a recurrence of the painful
associations connected with my former
visit. Upon reaching it, I discovered
that it was merely a shawl or some clothes
that had been accidentally dropped on
the door-mat. It is impossible to deseribe
with what accuracy of colour, outline, and
form, this painful image was brought back;
nor was it the result of my mind having
recurred to the subject in approaching the
house ; at all events, of this I was not
aware, and felt much struck when I sud-
denly beheld the form, as I had previously
s0 painfully witnessed it, extended on the
door-mat. Nor could I see it again as I
descended the stair, although the same
drapery was there, and the moonbeams
fell as before. The spell in fact was
broken. Imagination had no longer its
full play; and, although I looked at it
again and again, I could make nothing
out of it but mat, drapery, and moon-
shine.”

Thirdly. — Apparitions may have their
arigin in the observation of electrical pheno-
mena or sphorescent emanations. The
faculty of seeing luminous appearances,
would seem to rest in individoals of a
highly nervous temperament, and whose
organs of sense become preternaturally
acute during twilight m:itlp darkness. It
must be electrical light of which such in-
dividuals become witnesses. We know
that such phenomena are constantly going
forward, and most people can distinguish
it in the dark from stroking the backs of
certain cats; and it is most probably to
the same natural process that we are to
refer the power which certain individuals,
while labouring under various mnervous
diseases, possess of seeing lights from
magnets and certain kinds of crystals.
The author observes, that it yet remains
to be explained why this power should be
classed amongst the sources of appari-
tions. He admits his inability to adduce
any examples of it, but thinks it highly
probable such may occur, and be con-
verted by such individuals into objects of
superstitious fear.

Lastly. — Apparitions may have their
origin in various stimulating, narcotic, and
other substances introduced into the blood.
—In mentioning the different substances
which are liable to produce, or render the
senses susceptible to the production of
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spectral forms, the author speaks of,
lst, those of a stimulating kind ; ﬁ
those of a mnarcotic and ic-acrid
kind ; and lastly, those arising from other
substances, of which some of the com-
pounds of sulphur and of carbon form
examhptaﬁ. ﬂfhil:la iulmanm i
to the first ¢ e specifies .
ether, chloroform, and the nitrous oxide
gas ; of those belonging to the second
class, the author 'umm] opium, to-
bacco, henbane, solanum, stramonium,
beliadonna, eonium, cicuta, and cannabis
Indica,—speaking more in detail of the
stramonium, opium, and the Indian hemp,
and of the compounds of sulphur and
carbon.

In the cases of apparitions recorded,
and in those detailed by Dr Paterson, the
organ of sight alone was deceived in
thirty-five instances; the sense of hear-
ing alone in four; that of touch alone in
none. But in three instances the senses
of hearing and secing were de-
ceived,—in one the sense of sight and
touch combined ; and in two the senses of
hearing, seeing, and touch. Illlusions of
sight appear, therefore, most common,
and the rarest is that of touch alone; of
the two senses taste and smell, there is
no instance on record of the illusions of
either. .

The author, in coneluding, refers to the
very curious manner in which illusions of
one sense lead on to another. Thus, dur-
ing an optical illusion, a very slight con-
curring noise seems to be turned by the
individual into a sound co ding
with his other illusion, and is actually
converted into an aural one. In the
game way, a pain occurring during the
course of an optical illusion is at once
converted into a tactile one. The spectre
which is seen, by a little accidental noise
speaks ; and by a corresponding acciden-
tal twinge of pain it grasps or wounds the
individual. Instances of these componnd
forms of illusions are rare.—Edin. Med,
and Surg. Jour. No. 176.

102.— On the General Paralysis of the In-
sane. By Dr James M. Wisn.— This
paper is a eritical treatise, chiefly devoted
to a consideration of the opinions of M.
Rodrigues, Calmeil, and Bayle, whose
opportunities for observation on this sub-
ject have been very considerable. All
writers are agreed that men are more sub-
ject to paralysis than women. It is rarely
seen before twenty-five ; increases in the
frequency of its occurrence up to sixty,
and then diminishes. M. Bayle has never
met with it in infants. M. rigues has
seen threc instances before the age of
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which he was occupied ; neither does he
anticipate any amendment on the suc-
ceeding day, but contemplates the fature
with unmitigated despondeney; on the
intermediate days, on the other hand,
he asserts that he is quite well, denies
that he has any complaints, and appears
satisfied that he was as well the previous
day as he then is. On that day he tran-
sacts business, &c. &e., and distinctly re-
members the transactions of previous
days on which he was well. He appears
in short to have a double consciousness,
a sort of twofold existence, one half of
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which he spends in the rational enjoy-
ment of life, and discharges its duties;
and the other in a state c;ﬁupatan hypo-
chondriacism, amounting almost to com-
plete mental aberration. Dr Browne's
case consists of trances of two hours'
duration, oceurring repeatedly during
each day, and yielding to a moral impres-
sion to the apprehmgm of being removed
to the vivinity of a lunatic asyvlum, and to
the suspicion of being as of un-
sound mind.— Report on Pro of Psy-
chologieal Medicine, by Dr C. Lockhart
HBobertson, in Ranking's Abstraet, Vol. vii.
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104.—Action of Tartar Emetic. By M.
Bovamy.—M. Bonamy examines, first,
the action of tartar emetic on the diges-
tive tube. He arranges the lesions of the
gastro-intestinal mucous membrane un-
der five groups—viz., injection, with or
without exudation of blood ; softening of
the mucous membrane, with or without
destruction of the villosities; ulcerations;
mstules; and hypertrophy of the follicles.

ut even the mildest of these effects
occur only in a small proportion of the
cases in which the tartrate is exhibited
medicinally, and, according to M. Bo-
namy, are never occasioned except by
larger doses than are necessary to obtain
its therapeutic action.

Thus, of thirty-three cases, in which
he author noted exactly the state of the
tongue and digestive tube before and
after the medieation, signs of gastro-in-
testinal irritation were presented in two,
and in one only of these were they serious.

[The doses exhibited are not men-
tioned.

On the remote or general action of
tartar emetic M. Bonamy has made some
careful observations ; and, although he
has not deduced any new conclusions, his
researches are important on account of
the greater precision they give to our
existing knowledge.

From a table, based on twenty-five ob-
servations, in which the pulse was exa-
mined before and after the use of the
drug, we find that, in twenty-three cases,
the diminution in the number of pulsa-
tions observed on the day succeeding the
first administration, was 15, 30, 10, 24,
40, 3, 20, B, 10, 5, 24, 23, 18, 13, 23, 12,
10, 15, 10. In the other two cases there
was no change in the frequency of the
pulse. On the second and third days the
slowness of the pulse was generally more
marked.

Great diversity of opinion prevails in
relation to the diaphoretic action of tar-
tar emetic. Of fifty-five observations, M.
Bonamy found the cutaneous secretion
augmented in four cases only. He con-
siders diaphoresis, therefore, an acciden-
tal effect of tartar emetic, probably occa-
sioned by the sickness and vomiting, and
not by the remote action of the drug. He
does not show, however, that vomiting
was present in the four cases alluded to.

M. Bonamy regards the marked seda-
tion of the nervous powers, which ensues
from the use of tartar emetie, as an indi-
rect effect, consequent on the weakening
of the circulation. We have always re-
garded the nervous depression as a direct
effect, and for the following reasons:—It
frequently bears no relation in degree to
the state of the pulse ; and secondly, it is
oceasionally present when the circulation
is comparatively little affected.

The author’s observations on the the-
rapeutic properties of tartar emetic need
not detain us. They confirm the almost
universal opinion of its value in pnen-
monia.

In acute rheumatism he found its bene-
ficial action much less constant and less .
marked than in pneumonia. There is
nothing new on its use in other dis-
eases, -

Is the establishment of tolerance ne-
cessary to the efficient therapeutic action
of tartar emetic? M. Bonamy replies to
this question in the negative, and main-
tains that, in many cases where he could
not obtain tolerance, the efficiency of the
drug was not the less marked. He thinks
that, as an antiphlogistic, it is most use-
fully exhibited in frequent small doses,
not exc:aedin§ the fraction of a grain.—
Etudes sur les Effets Physiologiques et
Therapeutiques du Tartre Stibié, Paris,
1848,
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105.—Jodide of Potassivm in the Dis-
eases ari Mercury and Lead. By
M. MeLsexs.—M. Melsens supposes that
in chronic poisoning with the mercurial
and lead these bodies form insoluble
compounds with the albumen, fibrine, &e.,
of the economy, and are thus retained in
the According to him, the iodide
of potassium dissolves these combinations,
and the poisonous metals are thrown off
2{] the kidneys and other secretory organs.

is solution is evidenced by the fact of
mercury or lead appearing in the urine of
a patient suffering from lead or mercurial
disease, to whom the iodide of potassium
has been administered, although they had
not been detected previously. Again, if
a large quantity of the iodide be at once
exhibited to a patient seriously affected,
and whose organs probably contain a
considerable amount of the noxious metal,
symptoms of acute poisoning may arise
from the action on the economy of the
now dissolved poison. Thus in a dog, to
whom, for several days, an insoluble pre-
paration of lead had been exhibited, and
who presented omly slight symptoms of
chronic poisoning, death resulted from a
large dose of the iodide. A similar dose
of the iodide was given to a healthy dog,
without oeccasioning much derangement.
M. Melsens has administered the iodide
to a number of dpments suffering from
chronic lead and mercurial poisoning,
with the effect of completely removing
the painful symg(nma.—Prmwd{nys of
the Academy of Sciences, Paris, Gaz. des
Hip., February 1849,

106.— Adulterations and Tests of Chloro-
Jorm. By M. Dorvavrr.—[ We have had
oceasion repeatedlﬁn direct attention to
this subject—(see Retrospect for 1848, pp.
19, 49, 125, and 221). The great import-
ance of having so powerful an agent in a
state of purity has induced us, at the risk of
a little repetition, to lay the following be-
fore our readers.

Pure chloroforin is 1. Perfectly trans-
parent and colourless. 2. Entirely vola-
tile. 3. It has a density of 149 at the
temperature of 15° Cent. 4. It has a pe-
euliar odour resembling that of the rennet
ﬁpl&, and a sweet ethereal taste. 5. It is

uble in all proportions in aleohol and
ether. 6. It falls to the bottom of a mix-
ture of equal parts of water and sulphuric
acid. 7. It neither reddens nor deco-
lorizes litmus paper. 8. It does not be-
come opaline in traversing water. 9. It
gives no precipitate with nitrate of silver.
10. It does not coagulate white of egg. 11.
It does not take fire b‘i’ﬂm application of
a lighted taper. 12. When rubbed on the

MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. 7l

integuments it reddens, but does not vesi-
cate the skin. The foreign substances met
with in chloroform are alecohol, chlorine,
hydrochloric acid, hypochlorous acid, hy-
drochloric ether, compounds of methyle,
aldehyde, and water. One or more of
these may be present from adulteration,
careless preparation, or spontaneous altera-
tion. The first three account for the
acidity of certain specimens of chloroform,
and probably occasion in part the serions
accidents which sometimes result from the
employment of this an®sthetic.— L’ Unicn
Méd., Jan, 11, 1849.

107.—Action of Nitrate of Potassa on the
Kidneys. By M. CarpoN.—A man swal-
lowed, by mistake, three ounces of the
nitrate of potassa. Violent intestinal irri-
tation, with copious diuresis, was the con-
sequence. The first quickly subsided, and
was followed by a constant desire for food
and drink, with tendency to emaciation.
He continued to pass from five to six
pounds of water every might. The urine
was found by repeated examinations to
contain sugar of resin. These symptoms
gradually disappeared.—Gaz. des Hip.,
Jan. 18, 1849,

108.—Indian Hemp in Neuralgia. By
Dr Raupavm.—Having already spoken
of the use of Indiam hemp in neuralgia—
(see Retrospect for 1848, p. 184)—we are
only induced again to allude to the subject
on account of the extensive opportunities
of confirming the utility of the medicine in
this disease, which Dr Rahbaum has en-
joyed in Rathenow, where, from the almoxt
constant prevalence during the winter
months of east winds, neuralgia of the
head and face is a very common disease.

Dr R. has employed many remedies, but
the hemp has exceeded all in efficacy. He
preseribes it internally in the form of tine-
ture. As the mode of preparing the tinc-
tureis not given by the author, it is useless
to mention the number of drops which he
administers. Itissufficient to observe, that
he pushes the exhibition of the drug until
its physiological action is sensibly mani-
fested.—Pr. Ver. Zeitung, 17, 1848.

109 —On Cod Liver Oil in Phthisis, By
Dr C. J. B. Wicniams.—Dr Williams has
retained notes of 234 cases of phthisis in
which he has given cod liver oil. In nine
cases the oil disagreed, and was disconti-
nued ; in 19, although taken, it appeared
to do no good ; whilst in 206, out of 234,
its use was followed by marked improve-
ment, varying in degree from temporary
retardation of the progress of the disease,
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of the synovial membrane in the feetus re-
quires—says the author—only a superficial
examination for its discovery. The inter-
esting question then is, what becomes of
this membrane in adult life. Is it absorbed,
or is it worn away by attrition, or does it
become incorporated and perf ectl_',r blended
with the cartilage ? The author considers
that none of these views is correct; and
states that there is no difficulty in demon-
strating, fully and satisfactorily, the per-
sistence of the synovial membrane over
the whole articular surface, during every
period of life, so long as the carti re-
mains in a healthy condition.

If the synovial membrane, which sur-
rounds the border of adult articular carti-
lage, be traced to the margin of the latter,
it will be found to adhere very firmly ;
and on attempting to tear it from the sur-
face of the cartilage it will often give
way ; in some however, and that
not unfrequenily, a continuation of the
membrane will separate from the surface
of the cartilage, to the extent of several
lines, in the form of a thin transparent
layer. Another mode of showing the pre-
sence of this membrane, is to @ avery
thin flap of the articular cartilage, parallel
with its surface, and then, by means of a
broad pointed forceps, to draw it in the
same direction as the section. Asa general
result of this process, a layer of transpa-
rent membrane, from two to six lines in
length, will peel from the cartilage.
Another mode of demonstrating this mem-
brane, is to scratch the surface of a piece
of cartilage under water, with a fine, firm
needle, until shreds of a delicate mem-
brane appear ; beneath the edge of these
the needle may be carefully insinuated, so
as to separate the membrane in a continu-
ous layer of some extent. The question
now is, is the membrane so detached, the
synovial membrane ¥ Portions of it, from
parts of a joint which are not exposed to
much pressure, when examined with a
power of 500 diameters, appear translu-

cent and interspersed with fine filamentous .

lines, resembling in character areolar
tissne. A portion taken from the central
part of the cartilage, shows scarcely any
of this areolar texture, and appears trans-
lucent with a nearly homogeneous struc-
ture. Adhering to its nnder surface, how-
ever, numerous fine points may be seen
which appear to be particles of areolar
tissue, that have been lacerated in the pro-
cess of separating it from the cartilage.
Sometimes a portion of membrane from
the central part of the cartilage will show
but few of these points; but on its inner
surface very shallow depressmns will be
observed, which correspond in size and
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shape to the cartilage cells over which they
have been placed, and against which they
have been firmly compressed. At other
times, a cartilage cell may be seen adher-
ent to the under surface of the membrane.
The free surface of this membrane is
smooth, and presents a very fine polish, iu
which is owing the glistening a
of cartilage, which it loses the instant it il
denuded of this membrane. That the
tissue just deseribed is not a layer of car-
tilage, &eems clear from its not containing
any cartilage corpuscles; from its extreme
tenuity, w]:unh is 50 that tha mm
brane fnlds upon i
a few drops of water; frnm ﬁulitjr
with which it is ted from the surface
of the cartilage itself; and, lastly, from its
hem visibly continuous with the
gbrane round the joint. The only fact
thntmmnumi]imta inst 1ts being a
synovial membrane, is its being destitute
of epithelium. The absence of this, how-
ever, may be accounted for by the of
its %ﬂt being a swrﬁhng mumblma, and
its being subject to great pressure
can the absence of it be deemed imﬂfmﬂlt
reason for denying that the tissue de-
scribed is membrane, in the face
of so many cogent reasons for identifying
it with that membrane.

From these observations the anthor has
been led to the conclusion, that all healthy
articular is invested with synovial
membrane, which membrane, however,
differs from the condition in which it is
ordinarily met with in being destitute of
an epithelial covering.

In a postscript, the author refers to the
fact of Dr Garrod having observed that
gouty deposits in joints are covered by a
fine membrane. On examining these s
cimens for himself, the anthor found
membrane the same as that which he has
described in his paper.—London Journal
of Medicine, March, 1849.

112.—0n the Origin of in the
Animal Economy. By Dr Cr. BErNARD.
—In a memoir on this subject the author
arrives at the following results. (1.) It
is now a rem:ég-mmd fact in animal che-
mistry, that during the tion of sac-
charine or amylaceous matter, the blood
contains sugar, and it has thence been
concluded that the s is fnrnished by
such food. Bernard finds that whatever
be the nature of the food, and even in ani-
mals that have fasted two days, sugar is
invariably present in the blood. Henrich
is clearly incorrect to attribute the pre-
sence of sugar in the blood to the d.lgaa-
tion of feculent matter.

(2.) Whence is the sugar derived in
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which the kidney exhibits an equally mor-
bid action, preceded by slight affection of
the skin.

The epidemic the author deseribes was
one essentially of a renal character. The
author concludes his very interesting
Eapcr by a reference to the cases of in-

ammation of serous membranes subse-
quent to scarlatina—these he properly
views as falling under the denomination
of sequele.—Medical Gazette, No. 1106.

[To the last number of the London
Journal of Medicine, a valuable paper on
this subject has been contributed by Dr
5. Scott Alison. In our next number we
shall present our readers with an analysis
of Dr Alison’s observations. ]

115.—0n Intermittent Fever in Youn
Children. By M. VarLeix ; Médecin a'g
L'Hépital Sainte Marguerite, &e.—On
looking over these authors who have
treated either in separate works or in no-
tices in Medical journals of intermittent
fevers in young children, and children still
at the breast, we are astonished at the
paucity of our knowledge on this subject.
In a paper published in the Union Médi-
cale of Jan 1848, entitled (De La
Fidvre Intermittente Chez Les Jeuns En-
fans, &c.), and which is of much higher
value than all that had preceded it on the
same subject, the author, Dr Ebrard of
Bourg, comments on the silence of medi-
cal writers in respect to this question,
stating that M. Bouchut is almost the only
one who has furnished some remarks on this
disease, based on the result of the cases
which had fallen under his notice. In ge-
neral, those French authors who bave
written on the disease in young children,
have pursued their investigations at Paris,
where they have rarely had the opportu-
nity of seeingintermittent feverinchildren,
and they have therefore very generally
regardec{ the disease as a complication of
hooping-cough.

The most surprising of all is, however,
the negligence evinceﬁ in this respect by
writers who have treated specially of in-
termittent fever, and who, from their ac-
quaintance with the disease in the coun-
trics and districts where it is endemic,
must necessarily have had ample oppor-
tunities of observing it in young children.
But even here we find nothing beyond a
few general considerations on the trans-
mission of the fever from the mother or
nurse to the child, and at most a few
vague directions regarding the treatment
of the disease in young children. Yet the
more we reflect on the subject, the more
clearly do we recognise the extreme im-
portance of acquiring a correct knowledge
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of intermittent fever, especially when oc-
curring in infants at the breast, for it ap-
pears highly probable that a number of
young children sink rapidly under this
disease, before its existence had been sus-
pected by the physician,

I have not myself had an ity of
observing intermittent fever in children at
the breast. I subjoin a case which M.
Louis has communicated to me, and that I
purpose making the basis of some obser-
vations regarding the di is and mode
of treatment of the disease at that early

age.

1. The subject of this case was a boy

ed five months. He was a well grown
child, rather pale than otherwise. The
mother, who suckled him, had never had
intermittent fever; his health had been
Eﬂud up to the time of the attack. In the

eginning of the month of July, the child
was taken to Havre, where he remained a
week, during the whole of which time the
weather was fine, and he was not exposed
to any apparent cause of fever.

On the 11th of July, the evening before
his removal from Havre, he a well
marked attack of fever, viz., alternation of
shivering and heat, succeeded by perspira-
tion: the fuIlowinF day there wereno traces
of fever; the child manifesting the symp-
toms of health, and all the functions being
1 a normal condition.

On the 13th the attack recurred while
the child was on the journey to Paris. On
the 14th M. Louis first saw and found
the child lively and in apparent health. An
occasional alteration in the tomes of the
voice, and a slight and occasional congh
being the only symptoms observed. Aus-
cultation and percussion indicated nothi
abnormal, n the evem’ngnf the 15
the third attack occurred, and was marked
by a fit of shivering which continued half
an hour, and was succeeded by heat and
moisture. Examination of the region of
the spleen showed that the latter did not
extend beyond the ribs, The mother was'
ordered to take three pills of sulphate of
quinine of two and a half grains each,
and on the following day to increase the
dose to four pills.

On the 16th the attack recurred four
hours in advance, and was less long and
less violent than the preceding one. From
the 16th to the 21st, five pills of two and a
half grains of sulphate of quinine were
given daily. The fever retained its tertian
form, and the attacks were well marked,
but while they recurred four to five hours
in advance, they at the same time dimi-
nished in intensity. On the 21st there
were two attacks separated by an interval
of complete apyrexia. (The same treat-
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8. During sleep less carbonic acid is
expired than in the waking state.

9. The air expired by infants contains
ala proportion of carbonic acid than
that breathed by adults.

Pathological State.—1. In well-defined
phlegmasiae in general, the exhalation of
carbonic acid is increased.

2. In inflammations of the organs of
circulation and respiration, however, or
in such as tend to 1mpede the action of
these organs, this rule is reversed.

3. In the paroxysms of intermittent
fever there is an increase of carbonic acid,
especially in the last stage.

4. In diseases not accompanied by fever
or marasmus, such as chlorosis, diabetes,
nervous affections, there is no variation
in theI expiration l?f carbonic fmid.

5. In the exanthemata, including erysi-
pelas and erythema, there is diminished
exhalation of carbonic acid.

6. The same is the case during suppur-
ative process ; and alsoin scurvy, purpura,
angmia, and anasarca.

7. In the last stage of scrofulous, syphi-
litic, cancerous cachexis, and in pulmon-

consumption, the exhalation of carbon
is likewise diminished.

8. The same thing takes place in typhoid
fever, dysentery, and chronic diarrhoea.

In addition to these conclusions, the
authors find that the temperature of the
expired air does mnot vary semsibly in
the state of health, but that in disease it
varies with the number of respirations.—
Gazette des Hipitauzr, Feb. 20, 1849.

It will be seen from the following
article that diametrically opposite results
to the above have been arrived at on one
of the points above-mentioned; and we
have not before usany details of the experi-
ments in either case by which to judge of
the source of the difference.]

174.—Effectz of Ether on the Pheno-
mena of Respiration. By MM. Viee
and Braxpix.—After making a series of
experiments, these gentlemen have found
that, in the state of complete insensibility
and apparent death which follows the in-
halation of ether, there is more carbonie
acid produced by the lungs than there is
during the natural play of these organs;
and they further add, that, in the course
of etherization, the amount of ecarbonie
acid which is given out by the lungs is in
a direct proportion to the insensibility.—
Comptes Rendus, xxiv., p. 1016; and Brit.
and For. Medico-Chir. Review, January
1849,

175.—O0n the Minute Structure and
Mode of Contraction of Voluntary Mus-
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cular Fibre. By W, Murray Dobig,
Esq.— The first of the author's
paper contains a statement of the
various discoveries which have been made
in the minute structure of voluntary mus-
cle. The last author referred to is Mr
Bowman, who has described the ultimate
fibrilla of muscle as composed of clear
and dark spaces, ) alternately in
longitudinal series. author then re-
fers to the deseriptions taken by various
i i of muscular

mate fibrilla to consist of clear, oblong,
re spaces, bounded by a distinct
line, and joined end to end.

centre of each there is a small, dark
long space, between which and the peri
pheral line of the clear space there is a
clear interval. From his observations

>

of muscle is still more com
vet been described. He an ultimate
fibrilla to consist of quadrilateral spaces,

which are of two kinds—the dark and the
clear; these alternate regularly, and are

arranged in single 1 series.
The dark and the eclear es are
sometimes equal in len more fre-
quently the latter are the and
in the lobster and salmon a some-
times as a mere line. When the fibre is
stretched, the clear space is elongated

and flattened, while the dark space ap-
pears somewhat elevated. These spaces
are bounded laterally by a distinct line,
which appears continuous ; are also
separated from each other by distinct
lines.

The clear space is crossed h‘mwemﬁz
at right angles by a dark line, which
vides it into two equal quadrilateral
spaces. The dark space is similarly di-
vided by a clear line. Each space,
therefore, consists of two compart-
ments, which are similar in every respect
to each other. Such is the aglpeara.nm
presented when the centre of the fibrilla
18 in perfect focus. When the surface is
brought into focus, the light space appears
dark, and does not show a cross line, while
the dark one appears light, and shows the
cross line dark, and more decided than be-
fore. The author has further found that,
when the fibrille are separated, a deli-
cate homogeneous membrane stretches
from one to the other. This membrane
is quite distinct from, and much more
delicate than, the sarcolemma. In the
skate it is striated, the striz correspond-
ing to those seen on the fibrille; this
appearance is attributed to the membrane
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being more elevated or thicker opposite
the
The has made some observations

on the contraction of muscular fibre, as it
is seen to take in the tail of the
tadpole, when the animal is placed unin-
jured under the microscope. On con-
traction taking p the transverse strie
are seen to approach rapidly, and to re-
cede as rapidly on relaxation. The blood
is driven the part by the contrac-
tion of the muscle, but again returns on
relaxation t:nkin$ place. . :

Mr Dobie concludes his paper with some
directions as to the mode of preparing
specimens.—Annals of Nat. His., Feb. 1848,

[We have ourselves repeatedly observ-
ed the phenomenon of muscular contrac-
tion in the tail of the tadpole, and the ve-
markable acceleration which takes place
in the cirenlation in the neighbourhood
of the part thrown into acl;i-:;:g]

176.—On the Absence of Vomiting in the
Horse. By M. Frovmress.—Every one
knows that the horse cannot vomit ; but,
as to the cause of this peculiarity, there
has been a difference of opinion. From
his experiments and dissections, M. Flou-
rens is led to the conclusion, that the
obstacle to the reflux of the contents of
the stomach,—which is such as to pre-
vent the exit of a single drop of fluid by
the pylorus, when the stomach has been
distended with water and subjected to
violent pressure,—is to be found partly
in the very oblique mode of entrance of
the cesophagus, and partly in the peculiar
arrangement of the muscular fibres.
These are so disposed, that various bands,
arising from the coats of the stomach,
pass round a portion of the tube, and then
return into the muscular wall of the
viseus; from which it results that, the
more the latter is distended, the greater
will be the eonstriction exercised around
the pylorie orifice.—Annales des Sciences
Naturelles, September 1848, and Brit. and
For. Med. Clar. Rev., April 1849.

177.—On the Pancreatic Fluid, By Dr
C. Berwamp.—Dr Bernard, after de-
seribing the mode in which he obtains
the pancreatie juice in the living animal,
states as the general result of his thirty-
four experiments, that when it is desired
to obtain the ]argeaonrﬁan of this fluid,
the experiment must be performed at the
commencement of digestion, and conduct-
ed with such celerity as to leave the
‘pancreas exposed for as short a time as
possible. In this way the secretion of
the juice does not become suspended; the
‘quantity obtainable never, however, ex-
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ceeding thirty grains per hour in a large
dog. But a very important circumstance,
which has never hitherto been remarked,
is, that the secretion of the pancreas be-
comes considerably increased under the
influence of the inflammation consequent
on the operation, which sometimes is set
up shortly, and in other eases not for a
day or two. This inereased secretion has,
however, become deprived of the ﬂph -
siological properties of the normal uig :
so that, under different circumstances, the
experiment may furnish us with a normal
or a morbid juice.

The normal fluid is colourless, limpid,
and viscous, flowing slowly out in large
pearly or syrupy drops, and frothing-up
on agitation. It possesses no peculiar
odour, and imparts to the tongue a saline
taste like that of the serum of the blood.
It is invariably alkaline. Exposed to heat,
it coagulates into a very white, concrete
matter, as completely as does the white
of an egz—mnot a drop of free liquid re-
maining. It is also precipitated by nitric
acid, sulphuric acid, and concentrated
muriatic acid. Alkalies redissolve the
coagulated matter. We may allow, with
Magendie, Tiedemann, and Gmelin, that
this fluid possesses the characters of albu-
men, but in a physiological point of view,
there is no relation between it and albu-
minous fluids ; and indeed chemical dis-
tinetions between the two exist. Thus,
when the organic matter of the panereatic
juice has been coagulated by aleohol and
dried, it may be easily and entirely redis-
solved in water, to which it imparts the
viscosity and physiological properties of
the pancreatic juice.

The morbid pancreatic juice is generally
colourless, sometimes opalescent, and at
others reddish, possesses no viscosity, and

roduces a nauseous saline taste. It is

ess dense, and coagulates neither by heat

or acids. The transformation of the
normal into the morbid juice is so gra-
dual, that various intermediate shades
exist, as indicated by the quantity of
coagulable matter, upon the amount of
which the activity of the juice depends.

No fluid of the economy is so liable to
alteration. Exposed to a low tempera-
ture (42° to 52°), it may be preserved
for several days, increasing in viscosity,
and acquiring the condition of a light
jelly. Exposed to from 104° to 112° for
some hours, its properties, with the ex-
ception of the alkaline reaction, become
entirely altered. During the heats of
summer, or in stormy weather, such
changes may be effected in a few moments.
The deposition which takes place fur-
nishes to the microscope a peculiar silky
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were in perfect accordance with the Hip-
pocratic law ; four only terminating on
non-critical days. It must be added that
the six cases in which no appearance of a
erisis could be detected, terminated fatally,
and on non-critical days, while the seven-
teen cases in which there was a crisis, ter-
minated favourably, with only a single
exception. In reference to the thirty-six
cases observed by M. Josset, it is worthy
of observation that (1) ont of twenty-seven
cures, twenty-two took place on critical
days and five on intercalary days;' and
that (2) all the deaths, amounting to nine,
took place on non-critical days, including,
however, three intercalary days.—Gaz.
Med., No. 53, 1848,

182—On a Sign indicating the Threat-
ening of a Relapse in Intermittent Fever.
—M. Vanoye maintains that the appear-
ance of the conjunctive lining of the lower
eyelid is of diagnostic value in this affec-
tion. In the normal state it presents a
more or less bright red tint, but in persons
who have long suffered from intermittent
fever, it often presents a pale streak, run-
ning round the lower portion of the globe
of the eye. On depressing the eyelid, and
making the patient turn the eye upwards,
this streak presents a crescent-like form,
the concave border surrounding the lower
portion of the sclerotic, while the convex
border may be traced in the palpebral
conjunctiva. The degree of paleness of
this streak is proportional to the degree of
the disease. From numerous observations
M. Vanoye draws the following inferences :
1. That where this appearance does not
exist, the fever has usually not been of
long duration, or at all events that it will
soon yield, without being followed by a
relapse. 2. That where it does exist, the
due administration of a febrifuge some-
times causes it to disappear in a very short
time, and that then there is no fear of
a relapse. 3. That when it persists,
after the disappearance of the febrile
symptoms, there is a relapse in the great
majority of cases, and it is not till this
streak disappears that we can feel sure of
a thorough cure.—Ann. de la Soc. Méd.
de la Flandre Ocecidental, 1848, [We
shall be glad to hear from those of our
readers who practise in places where in-
termittent fever is common, whether they
can confirm the observations of M. Va-

noye. |

! Intercalary days were days on which crises
sometimes oceurred, although much more rarely
than on critical days. They were the third, fifth,
gixth, and ninth days. On this subject we may
refer to Mr Adams® learmed Commentary to
FPaulus Aegineta, vol i., p. 196,
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183.— On the Diseases of the North Ame-
rican Indians, By Dr Tromas Stratron,
R.N.—The author has been stationed in
Canada for “&fm ym:,nsndhu enjoyed
opportunities of seeing and treating m

the diseases prevalent among the Hﬁ
American Indians. For a considerable
period Dr Stratton held the post of sur-

on to the Chippawa Indians of Lake

uron. The with the

number of cases and, in one in-
of

b

+

stance, the number of deaths, and
causes, are placed in the form
Dr Stratton suggests that if each
four surgeons employed in the Indian
partment sent to the head office in
treal yearly returns of births and
deaths, ages, and causes of death, diseases
and results, and also the total number of
the Indian population — that such re-

ports would form a interesting con-
tribution to medical a;ﬁnmﬂ statistics,

2F

i

On a general view of theseta far the
la.rﬁ;eaa number of cases is fo l:s.yl;amﬂod
under the head of fever; this again being

snbdivided into intermittent, bilious, in-
termittent and remittent fevers. At the
conclusion of one table an i ob-
servation is made in regard to these:

that none of them were attributable to
malaria. The deaths are more numerous
from fevers than from any other cause.
Of other febrile diseases, scarlatina,
measles, and erysipelas, are mentioned,
and under them a considerable number of
cases classed. In regard to the former of
these, the author remarks, that the In-
dians were less susceptible of an attack
than the whites ; further, that scarlatina
appeared much less severe among them,
and was much less frequently followed by
glandular swellings and dropsy. Of affee-
tions of the chest there are ed
—bronchitis, pleuritis, pneumonia, and

phthisis. The above affections,
with diarrhcea and dysentery, in by
far the preater proportion of the cases

recorded. Under the denomination of
peculiar ulceration of various parts of the
body, are given several cases. These
ulcerations, says the anthor, are the re-
mains of a disease resembling the yaws of
West Indies, and the sibbens of

From their having prevailed more among
the Ottawas than any of the other tribes,
Dr Stratton has named the disease, of
which they are the most prominent fea-
ture, the Ottawa disease. The Indians
themselves have no distinct name for
it, The disease is stated to have made
its first appearance among the Indians
round Lake Huron, in 1740 or 1760, and
tradition says, its first subject was a woman,
from whom it was observed to spread.
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charcoal ; no effects due to the strychnia
could be perceived.

9. The purgative extracts were next
tried, but produced no effect when suffi-
cient animal charcoal was taken,

10. Camphor and musk were removed
by animal charcoal from their tinctures,
so far that they did not precipitate on the
addition of water.

11. Ph orus was removed from its
ethereal solution by the charcoal.

12. Ivdine was so far removed from its
tineture and compound solution as not to
strike a blue colour with starch ; and the
iodine could not be liberated from the
animal charcoal at a red heat.

13. Arsenious acid and a solution of
arszenite of potassa were apparently un-
affected, either in the hot or cold solu-
tion, by animal charcoal. This result,
although it agrees with those of MM.
‘Wapen and Graham, does not with the
observations of Dr Garrod, who states
that animal charcoal “ has greater power
of removing arsenic from its solution than
the hydrated sesqui-oxide of iron.”

14. A solution of the bichloride of mer-
cury, being treated with animal charcoal,
gave, on filtration, no precipitate with
ammonia.

In conclusion, we are perhaps justified
in drawing, from the present state of our
knowledge on this subject, the following
conclusions :—

1st, That animal charcoal has the power
of withdrawing, when used at a proper
temperature and in sufficient guantity,
most, if not all, known wvegetable and
animal poisonous principles, and certain
mineral poisons from their solutions.

2d, That, given at the same time with,
or shortly after these poisons have been
swallowed, it prevents their deleterious
action.

3d, That given in cases of poisoning, it
can exert no injurious influence, but, on
the other hand, promotes vomiting, en-
tangles the poison, and protects the coats
of the stomach against it.

4th, That although it cannot be substi-
tuted for the usual antidotes in poisoning
by mineral substances, yet it may be use-
fully employed in conjunetion with them,
or in their absence.—Medical Examiner,

Sept. 1848.

205.— Poisoning with the Essential Ouls
g Nutmeg and Cinnamon. By Prof, D.

115CHERLICH.—The oil of nutmeg was
exhibited by the stomach to four rab-
bits. It is a poison of considerable ac-
tivity : six drachms were fatal to a large
rabbit in thirteen hours and a balf; two
drachms in five days ; one drachm killed
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& young animal in hours. As a
poison it is of nearly with
cinnamon o¢il, weaker than the oils of
mustard, savine, and carraway, and |
stronger than the oils of fennel, turpen-
tine, juniper, and iva. |
The symptoms of poi with nut-
meg oil in the rabbit were—increased
frequency and of the heart's
ulsations, accelerated at

t restlessness, later muscular weak-
ness, very slight or no of sensi-
bility, and feculent evacuation; as the

poisoning advances, failure of the
circulation and tion, diminution of
temperature, and death without

Eihf::lﬂ wudnﬁa?iiureain, but the urine w&:
oody, an a very peculiar aroma
odour{ diﬁ'erentfrun:?hat of the oil itself.
On opening the bodies,
oil was distinetly percei
minal cavity. the
tines were found the
irritant action. The state of these or-
gans, however, was not sufficient to ae-
count for death, which the at-
tributes to the absorption of the oil, and
its action on the system.

Applied to the skin on the back of the
hand, nutmeg oil duces, in from ten
to twenty minutes, ing heat and red-
ness. In this respect it is weaker than
mustard, and stronger than cinnamon oil.

The symptoms and post-mortem ap-
pearances in the rabbit from poisoning

with cinnamon ¢il, are similar to
already described as occasioned by m
meg oil. The smell detects the oil
cinnamon readily in the blood, urine, and
pmiiﬁuﬂmaum.ﬂ&hmidﬁ Jakrb. Nov, 1848,
p- 156.

206.—Poisoning by the Tincture of Col-
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chicum. —M. LEroy DES Bar-
RES has reported to the of Me-
dicine, the following case of poisoning by
colchicnm.

A female, wmt. 57, suffered from pain in'
the epiEaEtFum. Her medical attendant
prescribed for her an ounce (30 mes)
of tineture of colchieum, of &rhm was
to take a tea-spoonful night and morning
in a simple jusipep of taraxacum. Before
uummanci:iethia treatment, she was di-
rected to a rﬁhﬁﬁ d t, com-
posed of syrup of E't]u: orn sulphate
of soda. By some unfortunate mistake,
the whole of the tincture of colchicum was
swallowed instead of this draught. In
five minutes she felt severe pain in the
stomach and bowels, and there was great
anxiety; in this state she was seen by M.
des Barres. Her face was pale, the features
contracted, and the eyes sunk. The pain

!
















































150

Opium and cold applications and quiet are
our principal remedies, but they often fail’;
and, therefore, the addition of a direct and
powerful agent which should combine an
astringent with an anodyne, would be a
valuable acquisition. Ig;nﬂhm'chi]l has
now tried it in six or seven such cases, and
he has found that when employed suffi-
ciently early, it succeeded remarkably
well, but that at a later period it failed par-
tially or wholly. Dr Churchill does not
pretend to explain its modus operandi; he
can only say, that it appears to exert an
astringent power in Eemurrh&gea from
mucous surfaces, and, also, to have a seda-
tive or anodyne effect. The preparation
he has invariably used is Mr Donovan’s
tincture of the resin. He begins with five
drops three times a day, in a few cases
increasing it to tem, but seldom more.
The effects are soon seen, generally
in twenty-four or forty-eight hours, often
much sooner, nay, in some cases mentioned
to Dr Churchill by Dr Hunt and Dr Ma-
guire, the effect was instantaneous. In
some cases, the beneficial effect was ac-
companied by a slightly unpleasant feeling
in the head, resembling that from an extra
%lase of wine. In one case only has Dr

hurchill seen any more disagreeable re-
sults ; but in that, five drops produced an
extraordinary degree of nervousness and
a sense of sinking, almost of dying, which
gradually passed off.— Medical Times, May
14, 1849,

228.—fodine in Congestion and Erosion
of the Cervie Uteri. By Dr CHURCHILL,
—In a communication to the Dublin Ob-
stetrical Society Dr Churchill stated, that
after the elaborate work of Dr Bennett,
and the excellent paper of Dr Evory Ken-
nedy, it would be superfluous for him to
enter into a description of congestion and
erosion of the cervix uteri. He quite
agreed with those writers as to its being
much more uent than was heretofore
believed, and, also, that it is neither easily
detected nor easily cured without the use
of the speculum. At the sametime, he
thinks it neither necessary nor becoming
to propose an examination with this in-
strument in every case of waginal dis-
charge ; a degree of delicacy and discrimi-
nation should always be exercised. This
is particularly necessary with mnervous
women. The author has known irreme-
diable mischief result from neglecting this
consideration. Again, if it be possible to
avoid it, he should consider it wrong to
propose an internal examination to an un-
married female. In accordance with these

MIDWIFERY AND DISEASES PECULIAR TO WOMEN. [J‘:'JI.Y,

VEiiEh or slomil mimal e
whitish or ish vagi i or
for laumrrgcau, Drﬂhmhﬂlal:.:‘gumnhu
an attempt to cure it by gen means,
such as blisters to the sacrum, balsam of
copaiba, ergot of rye, &ec., with local baths
of eold water or astringents. CASes
are thus cured ; but if he fail, he thinks it
fair to assume that there is either m
gestion or erosion, requiring other 1
treatment, and in thamlfin::lty of cases he
has found this to be so. usual ica-
Cury, nitioasld chiorie olsime Rl which
cury, nitricaci ide ofzine, i
h:r{mn repeatedly tried with great' bene-
fit; but it occurred to him (Dr Churchill)
that caustic iodine would Eﬂhﬂb answer
better than any of these singly, h
as it possesses sufficiently 15t
properties, and, in additi i i

to act beneficially in red the '
eerl\;lix. _Th& ion i
em is following —
3. Io %ij. Potassee hydriodatis, %ij.
Aque destillate, %ij. Spiritus vini. B., and
after four or five years’ trial, he can truly
say that he has found it the best applica-
tion for congestion, erosion, or superficial
ulceration, of all that he has tried. Dr
Churchill usually ecommences with a single
application of nitric acid, or the acid ni-
trate of mercury, and then, after a few
days, he ﬁt‘ainm the entire cervix with the
iodine. This must be once or
twice a week, but not oftener, for whenever
he has attempted its more frequent use he
has found the uterine irritation rather to
increase than diminish ; and this will
bably explain why these trifling complaints
take so long a time to cure. Churchill

had seldom succeeded in less than two

months if the congestion was considerable,
and many cases have required a much
longer time. The application occasions
no pain at all, unless the orifice of the va-
gina should be touched by the caustic,
which may happen if it be applied too hgo—
fusely. In one case, the patient complained
of a metallic taste in her mouth, in five
minutes or less after each operation. After
one or two applications, the cervix will
generally be found to have diminished in
volume, to have lost its mdarnuu_, and
the eroded surface to have lessened in ex-
tent, and to have assumed a more healthy
appearance. Dr Churchill strongly re-
commends that the application of the

iodine should not cease abruptly, but first

be diminished in frequency, then left off,
and resumed if, as is very common, any of
the symptoms return.—Medical Times,
May 14, 1849, _
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