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4n CATTLE.

[ The Sussex Oz.]
EUSSEX,

SoME of the ancient Britons sought refuge from the attacks of their in-
vaders, amid the fastnesses of the Weald of East Sussex. Thither they
drove, or there they found, some of the native cattle of the country; and,
as in the north of Devon, and, as will be presently seen, in the mountains
of Wales, and the Highlands of Scotland, they anxiously preserved them
free from all admixture, as relics of happier times, and records of what
Britain once possessed.

The resemblance between the Sussex and the Devon oxen is very great.
They unguestionably betray the same origin. Lord Sheffield thought
that there were two breeds of Sussex cattle ; one the larger and coarser,
scarcely different from the Hereford, except that they had no white about
them, and which were a mixture of the old Sussex with other breeds from
the east and the west, and which having been fed on richer pasture, had
acquired a larger growth: the lighter breed bore about it unequivocal
marks of its being of the same common stock as the Devon.

One of the best descriptions that we have of the Sussex ox is given by
that excellent agriculturist Mr. Ellman, of Glynde, to whom the eastern
part of that county is much indebted for the preservation of its native
breed of cattle, and the great improvement of the South-Down sheep.
He speaks of the Sussex ox as having a small and well-formed head ; and
so it has, compared with many other breeds, and even with the Hereford,
but evidently coarser than that of the Devon ; the horns pushing forwards
a little, and then turning upwards, thin, tapering and long—not so as to
confound this breed with the long horns, and yet in some cases a little
approaching to them. The eye is full, large, and mild in the ox; but
with some degree of unquietness in the cow. The throat clean; and the
neck, compared with either the long horns or the short ones, long and
thin, yet evidently coarser than that of the Devon.

At the shoulder is the main point of difference, and the principal defect
in the Sussex cattle. There is more wideness and roundness on the
withers,—it is a straighter line from the summit of the withers towards
the back,—there is no projecting point of the shoulder when the animal is












44 CATTLE.

The Sussex cow, like the Herelord one, is very inferior to the ox; she
seems to be almost another kind of animal. The breeder has endeavoured,
but with comparatively little success, to give to the heifer the same points
that the ox possesses.
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[The Sussex Cow.]

The Rev. A. Young thus describes what the Sussex cow ought to be,
and some may be found to resemble the portrait :—** The true cow has a
deep red colour, the hair fine, and the skin mellow, thin and soft ; a small
head ; a fine horn, thin, clean, and transparent, which should run out hori-
zontally, and afterwards turn up at the tips ; the neck very thin and clean
made ; asmall leg; a straight top and bottom, with round and springing
ribs; thick chine; loin, hips, and rump wide ; shoulder flat—but the pro-
Jection of the point of the shoulder is not liked, as the cattle subject to this
defect are usually coarse; the legs should be rather short; carcase large;
the tail should be level with the rump: a ridged back-bone, thin and
hollow chines, are great defects in this breed.”

The Sussex cow does not answer for the dairy. Although her milk is
of very good quality, it is so inferior in quantity to that of the Holderness
or the Suffolk, that she is little regarded for the making of butter or
cheese. Almost every mongrel breed finds its way into the Dairy in pre-
ference to her. A cross, however, has been attempted, and with some
success, between the Sussex and the Suffolk, retaining to a very fair de-
gree the fattening properties of the one, and the disposition of the other
to give a considerable quantity of good milk.

Old Herbert says, that * while the Sussex oxen carry too much weight
on their coarser parts, the heifers and cows are better made, and carry
much of their weight on their backs ;” and he affirms that * they are sure
breeders, good at the pail, and handsome.” The cow is lighter before,
but she is deficient in other points ; and as to her being good at the pail,
the fact that so few of them are kept as dairy cows, even in Sussex, is a
sufficient proof that they are not so.

There are some exceptions, however, to this. Lord Hampden, of
Glynde, had a cow which, in the height of the season, yielded ten pounds
of butter and twelve pounds of cheese every week, and yet her quantity of












48 CATTLE.

as being “ white with red ears,” resembling the wild cattle of Chillingham
Castle. An early record speaks of a hundred white cows with red ears
being demanded as a compensation for certain offences against the
Princes both of North and South Wales. If the cattle were oﬁ dark or
black colour, 150 were to be presented. When the Cambrian princes did
homage to the King of England, the same number of cattle, and of the
same description, were rendered in acknowledgment of sovereignty.
Speed tells us that Maund de Breos, in order to appease King John, whom
her husband had offended, sent to his Queen a present from Brecknock-
shire of 400 cows and a bull, all white and with red ears. Whether this
was the usual colour of the ancient breed of Welsh and British cattle, or
a rare variety, esteemed on account of its beauty, and chiefly preserved in
the parks of the nobles, we are unable to determine. The latter is the
most probable supposition ; and the same records that describe the “ white
cattle with red ears,” speak also of the * dark or black-coloured breed,”
which now exists, and which is general throughout the principality.

The principal and the most valuable portion of the cattle of Wales are
middle horns. They are indeed stunted in their growth, from the scanty
food which their mountains yield, but they bear about them, in miniature,
many of the points of the Devon, Sussex, and Hereford cattle. We will
first consider the cattle of South Wales,

[ The Pembroke Ox.)

SOUTH WALES,

PEMBROEESHIRE. *

GreaT Britatn does not afford a more useful animal than the Pembroke
cow or oX. Ttis black ; the great majority of them are entirely so; a few
have white faces, or a little white about the tail, or the udders; and the
horns are white. The latter turn up in a way characteristic of the breed,
and indeed the general form of the cattle undeniably betrays their early
ovigin. They are shorter legged than most of the Welsh breeds, but
longer than the Montgomeries, and have round and deep carcases. They
have a peculiarly lively look and good eye. The hair is rough, but short,
and the hide is not thick. The bones, although not so small as in the







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































