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Shall now, agreable to your defire,

confider fome circumftances relating to
the treatment of the more malignant {pecies
of the venereal difeafe : and having here
no occafion to enter into difpute about the
nature of the diftemper, I fhall confine
myfelf chiefly to fome remarks imme-
diately” relative to practice. 1 propofe,

however, to proceed in fome meafure upon
B the
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the fame plan as before, by examining
the opinions of Turner and Aftruc,

The former of thefe authors fometimes
confounds the fymptoms of the pox with
thofe of the gonorrheea, which makes it
impracticable to treat the fubje& with
propriety in the order he has placed it:
I fhall therefore confider fome few par-
ticulars mention’d by him, without re-
garding exactly the method in which he
has ranged and related them ; and, to
reduce the {ubjet into as fhort a compafs
as poflible, I will occafionally fpeak of
Aftruc under the fame articles with Turner.

I {hall begin with the original fymptom
of almoft all poxes, the chancre. In the
cure of this Dr. Turner recommends for
external ufe, fome of the ftrongeft pre-
parations of mercury, cauftic remedies,
or a fumigation with cinnabar, If the
two firft are ever judged neceffary they
thould at leaft be ufed with great caution,
- as
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as they may not only give a great deal of
unneceffary pain, but in fome conftitutions
may probably bring on {fuch inflammations
and fuch a fluxion of humours on the

foretkin, as will much overbalance the

benefit that can arife from their ufe. The
pure quickfilver divided ‘in its particles
with lard is as good an application as any ;
nor fhould the efficacy of externals ever
be rely’d upon in real chancrous fores
fo as to leflen in the leaft degree our at-
tention to the internal remedies.

The fumigation with cinnabar is highly
extolled by Dr, Turner, but, I imagine,
with partiality or from a mifapprehenfion
of itseffects. 'This method has been try’d
in our hofpitals with great diligence and
care, and {o little good has arifen from the
experiments, that it retains but a very
fmall degree of its former credit. Ina
few cafes it may give a flight check to or
poflibly oceafiona temporary difappearance
il B2 of
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of the {ymptonis, but without at all ad-
vancing an eftablifh’d cure.

Affruc’s * account of externals is not
much different from Turner’s, except that
‘e makes no mention under this article of
the fumigations, tho’ in another place 4
he difapproves their ufe ir ge:ierfa. '

The internals recommended by Turner,
are, as in the gonorrhcea, the ftrong mer-
curial purges and vomits.  But whatever
pretence there may be for giving thefe
in the cure of a gonorrhcea, where
fome evacuations are allow’d to be
proper, it is certainly doing a violence to
the conftitution which cannot be neceffary
in the prefent cafe. What is the defign
here of giving mercury ? It is to introduce
it into the blood, that it may pafs in the
courfe of the circulation to the difeafed
parts, and deftrov the venereal poifon?
If the body is fo open as to. prevent

the patient’s being much heated by

2D by K +P. 207.
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this very active medicine, ’tis generally
fufficient ; and this effe, if not produced
by the mercury, which it frequently is,
may be occafionally prccured by the ufe of
fome of the mild and cooling purges.
Whereas in the other method, inftead of
admitting the mercurial particles into the
courfe of the circulation, and mixing
them with the general mafs to deftroy
the venereal poifon, you convey this
fpecific into the body together with a
purge to carry it out again ; preventing
thus the very purpofe intended, by con-
fining in a great meafure the aion of the
medicine to the ftomach and bowels. By
this means you render the ufe of the mer-
cury extreamly uncertain, if not abfolutely
ineffe@ual, at the fame time that the
patient fuffers an unneceflary and fevere
courfe of purging, which diforders and
enervates him for the prefent, and per-
haps fixes a weaknefs on his conftitution
more difficult to get rid of than the original
difeafe, What I have obferved here of

B 3 the
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- to be enter’d upon immediately. In the
other method, when the tumour is fup-
purated the matter is to be difcharged, the
parts are to be treated with proper topics,
and mercurials are to be then adminifter’d
nearly in the fame manner as before men-
tion’d. :

For the difperfion of the tumour,
Turner, as ufual, hasrecourfe to his ftrong
mercurial purges and vomits: Affruc ra-
ther prefers the preparations of mercury
which have no remarkable purging- qua-
lity, or elfe ufes the mercurial ointment
and gives the milder purges. - But
however preferable ' the remedies or
directions of Aftruc may be to thofe of
Jurner, he is certainly not to be juftified
in the difcouragement which he gives to
the fuppuration of almoft every {welling
ofthis kind;it being equally fafe, according
to his account, * to fupprefs thefe critical
determinations of nature, unlefs the matu-

| B 4 ration
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purging medicines as faft as it is fent into
the blood., -

This account you will fay appears very
fair in theory, and it would be equally
confiftent with good practice, 1f we were
poflefs’d of fuch a purging medicine as
had an eleétive property, and which, in-
ftead of working upon the ftomach and
bowels, could be conveyed into the blood,
and draw from the general mafs certain .
poifonous particles, over which it had a
particular and determined power, |

This however not being the cafe, and
as we find that the moft violent or con-
tinued courfe of purging has not the leaft
degree of force in fubduing the venereal
poifon, nor has any other ufe, but as it
may either prevent or moderate certain in-
conveniencies fometimes arifing from the
mercury, we muft look upon the account
rather as a pleafing do@rine than a real
practical maxim,

Swel-
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how favourably do they generally termi-
nate? On the other hand, when  they
are become confiderable, and are not {uf-
fered to maturate nor are diffolved by
a falivation, but the cure is attempted
by the alternate ufe of mercury and
purging, how often do thefe tumours
either return after a thort difappear-
ance ? or, what is much worfe, how fre-
quently, by the venereal poifon being thus
abforb’d into the circulation, does the in-
fe¢tion thow itfelf in fome other {ymp-
toms of much worfe confequence ¢

*Tis hardly neceflary to take notice
of warts or excrefcences appearing
about the glans, as they have little par-
ticular in their manner of treatment. I
fhall only obferve that, as thefe appear-
ances may {ubfit where no venereal
taint ‘remains, they are {ometimes unne-
ceflarily made the objects of terror to the
patient,

The
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blood, the griping pains and the weak-
nefs it frequently occafions, and the im-
perfect manner in-which oftentimes the
blood is this way impregnated with the
mercurial particles, are fufficient reafons
to determine which method ought in moft
cafes to be purfued. |

Do&or Turner proceeds afterwards to
give rules concerning the method of fali-
vating by un&ion, and the means of re-
lieving the fymptoms which may happen
in the courfe. In this account he has
been pretty circumftantial, and many of
his directions may be ufeful to fuch as are
unexperienced in thefe procefies.

It may feem perhaps too trifling to take
notice of the manner of drefling a patient
.under thefe circumftances, by wrapping
his whole body up in flannels ; a method
{till very much in ufe; nor is the con-
finement of the patient to his bed and in
a hot room fo frequently difpens’d with

as
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as it might be, There may undoubted-
iy be conftitutions that will bear this
without confiderable inconvenience, efpe-
cially in cold weather, and fome few
may poflibly be benefited by an extra-
ordinary perfpiration, as that fecretion
ought in all to be free and open ; but fuch
a load of flannel covering in every ‘cafe
and on every perfon alike, does not ap-
péar to be well calculated for general
practice. So very great a difference in
the cloathing from what is common, and
the confinement in a hot room and per-
haps in bed, muft neceffarily weaken the
patient ; and by heating the body muft
oftentimes aggravate the painful and in-
flammatory {fymptoms. The dotor feems
likewife to obferve too little difference in
the degree of his falivations, having in
every cafe that requires a falivation at all,
very little dependence upon any but what
we fhould call a profufe {pitting. In many
inftances it is right to carry that point of
fecurity as far as poflible ; but as the ma-

lignity
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lignity of the difeafe is different in diffe-
rent habits, and the mercury has a much
quicker and more powerful effet in {ome
perfons than in others, men of experience
and refle@ion muft often find it unne-
ceflaty to pufh things to fuch extremity,
and will avoid fuch a force on the con-
ftitution when it can be fafely omitted,
Upon this head you' will confult
Dr. Affruc, who gives * a very good
account both of the milder and the more
{evere way of raifing a-falivation ; where
you will likewife meet with ingenious
explications of fome of the effe@s of
mercury, as well as ufeful directions in
conducting thefe different courfes. One
cannot however recommend the firik
obfervance of this author’s - preparatory
courfe. Every judicious prallitioner will, I
prefume, according to the ftate of the
conftitution, dire¢t fome gentle evacua-
tions previous to the ufe of the mercury.
As thefe will empty and cool the body

they
1. 469 T P 450,
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difpofing the mercury to- pafs afterwards
by the fkin, but is the ufual preparation
when you intend a plentiful falivation.

So again in cafes where other difeafes
are complicated with the pox, you are
firft to attempt the cure of thefe, and then
begin the preparatory courfe for the other.
Togive an infltance or two, If the patient
is fubjet to an epilepfy, he adviles a courfe
of medicines for this complaint, recom-
mending amongft other things fome pow-
der ‘made of the fkull of a man that has
fuffer’d a violent death; -

If the patient has the fcurvy, or is in-
clinable to it, he would have him take
ptifans made with the antifcorbutic roots
or herbs, together with bolufes compofed
of medicines adapted to the fame inten-
tion ; alfo chalybeate water, and a de- |
coftion of guaiacum, &, When the
patient has perfifted in this method a
month ortwo, and the {corbutic fymptoms

C : are
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it is highly probable that not only the
~ venereal fymptoms will be hereby effec-
tually relieved, but if you find no amend-
ment of the other complaints, you will at
leaft meet with no confiderable interrup-
tion from them to your principal inten-
tion, the eradicating the venereal difeafe,

I thall trouble you with only one par-
ticular more under this zrticle; and I
mention it not only with regard to prac-
tice, but to thow how apt the moft fen-
fible of {yftematical writers are to run into
a detail of circumftances that may ferve
to drefs up their method rather inan a-
greeable than in a practical manner.

" Speaking of the ulcerations of the
mouth, * he fays, fome of them are ufelefs
and painful, and ought to be immediately
fupprefs’d and heal’d ; others dre parti-
cularly ufeful,and ought to be encouraged

during the whole courfe of the falivation,
Uy Thefe

* P. 468,
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of the whole face might enfue and prove
extremely difagreeable.

T thall conclude what I have to offer on
venereal complaints, by explaining fome
difingenuous proceedings in the manage-
ment of thefe diforders: a fubje® 1 muift
acknowledge not very agreable in its own
nature, nor very encouraging to enter upon
from the fuccefs which ufually attends it;
for ‘whilft-credulity affeés the minds of
fome, and unreafonable apprehenfions pof-
fefs the imaginations of others, there will
nevér be wanting artifice to impofe upon
the weaknefs of the former, nor knavery
toavail itfelf of the fears of the latter.

There is hardly any difeafe which fur-
nithes fuch frequent opportunities for im-
pofition as the venereal difeafe: not only
becaufe diforders of this kind being kept
private, male practices are lefs liable to be
expofed than in other cafes, nor that the
apprehenfions of the patient readily re-

| Ciz ceive
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we very often find that the mercury, in-
ftead of affeCting the mouth, either oc-
cafions no vifible alteration in any of the
natural {ecretions, or elfe exerts its opera-
tion on the kidneys, bowels, or fkin;
increafing the quantity of urine, ftools,
or perfpiration. Upon thefe occurrences
in the common ufe of this medicine have
been founded the various fchemes of ems-
ploying mercury in {fuch a manner, that
it fhould an{wer the purpofes of cure
without the inconveniences of a falivation.

‘With this view fome practitioners, after
evacuations and bathing, ufed the mercury
in {mall quantities and at confiderable
diftances of time, till they had employ’d
" as much or rather more of the medicine
than is ufually neceflary to raife a faliva-
tion. As this circulated and mixed with
the general mafs, it was expeed that, by
its fpecific property, it would deftroy the
venereal poifon; and by doing it in this

Ca gradual
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From the want of fuflicient fuccefs in
this way, other methods were attempted ;
and it was hoped that a freer ufe of the
mercury might be allowed without hazard
of affeting the mouth, by determining
the operation of the medicine to fome of
the common difcharges of the body, A-
mongit thefe, the evacuation by purging
{feems to be the principal, ’Twas affert-
ed that by the alternate ufe of mercury
and purging, the blood might receive all
the benefits of the medicine, and the poi-
fon as well as the mercury would be car-
ried out of the bedy by the purging when
the remedy had work’d its effe¢t on the
venereal infeGtion,

Cures were fometimes made by this
means, but many reafons oppofed its be-
coming a general method. As in the pre-
- ceding inftance a falivation would fome-
times accidentally fupervene or was abfo-
lately neceffary to remove the fymptoms ;

‘ ' or
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deprived them in fome meafure of that
thare of merit which each in particular
cafes might have preferved. '

The chief inducement for the promo-
tion of all thefe fchemes was to remove
the grand objetion againft the ufe of
mercury, its affe¢ting the mouth; a cir-
oumftance fo defirable, that no wonder it
was fought after by the pra&itioner and
encouraged by the patient : nor is it fur-
prifing that, for a certain time, {peculative
men of little experience and the artful
adopters of novelties thould find plaufible
reafons to fupport the propriety of their
opinions. Numerous lefs likely fchemes
have been formed for the cure of almoft
every difeafe. But when men boldly afx
fert that in each of thefe inftances the
Gafety and certainty of the method might
be depended upon, and that the truthwwas
confirmed by repeated experience; what
thall we fay when the facts appear gene-
rally otherwife? Shall we impute this
con-
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beftowed on feveral noftrums of this kind.
It appeared, however, afterwards, that
moft of thefe were cither fome of the
. common preparations difguifed, and had
only the additional merit of being fecrets;
or elfe that the common preparations were
mixed with fome other ingredient, with a
view of determining the operation of the
mercury from the mouth to fome of the
other fecretions.

It would be endlefs to enumerate all
the compofitions which have been boaft-
ed of by quacks, or carelefly recommend-
ed by thofe who ought to have been more
cautious in their encomiums. ’Tis fuffi-
cient to obferve of the once fecret compo-
fitions, that as moft of them became pub-
lickly known they loft their credit with
their fecrecy; and that thofe which con-
tinued fecrets, at leaft fuch as their pro-
prietors would not allow were difcovered,
are now fcarce ever in ufe or otherwife

. heard of but in the lift of Advertifements.
At
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its fhare of credit amongft thefe phyfical
deceptions. The method of cure by diet-
drinks has been as much extoll’d by fome
as the private compofitions of pills, &,
have been by others.

The ufe of diet-drinks was once in re-
pute amongft the gencrality of practi-
tioners. 'We find in the hiftory of the
different methods of cure which have
prevail’d in different ages, that the firft ufe
of mercury was very unfuccefsful: not
from the real inefficacy of the medicine,
but from the extreme bad management of
it.  The unhappy or fatal confequences
which enfued, made the remedy look’d .
upon almoft as bad as the difeafe, In
this dilemma other means were fought
after. 'The chief fubftitutes for mercury
were diet-drinks or deco&ions of guaia-
cum, china root or farfaparilla, which
were given in very large quantities a con~

fiderable time. The firft of thefe was
highly
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at that time in its effe&s. The event in-
deed proved remarkably fortunate, for
inftead of ufing the mercury with that
imprudence as before, they adminifter’d
it with greater caution; and the more
modern improvements in the management
of this moft valuable medicine have not
only fix’d the chara&er of its efficacy, but
have render’d the inconveniences that for-
merly refulted from it comparatively in-
confiderable. Diet-drinks are therefore
very rarely given now unlefs on account
of fome complaints which affect the pa-
tient after a courfe of mercurials; or they
are try’d fometimes where the caufe of
the fymptoms is judged to be doubtful. Of
the diforders which either remain or foon
arife after a falivation, thofe which moft
frequently create uneafy apprehenfions
are {light pains in different parts of the
body, and eruptions or unufual appear-
ances on the fkin, When thefe proceed

from remains of the venereal taint, they
D are
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may often be juftly attributed to other
caufes. The venereal -difeafe happening
in every _kiﬂd of conftitution, as the
fcrophulous, the gouty, the fcorbutic,
&ec. it muft be expe@ed that different
circumftances will fometimes neceffarily
~occur from this natural difference in the
habit independent  of infetion. For this
reafon, diforders which feem’d perhaps
originally to have taken their rife from the
venereal poifon, may, by being mix’d with
fcrophulous or fcorbutic humours or
where other indifpofitious prevail, be
with difficulty quite removed or may be
liable to return tho’ the infe@tious taint is
abfolutely eradicated. In fuch cafes the
ufe of mercury being laid afide, various
other means have in different inftances
been occafionally direGed with the defired
fuccefs: and here the method of giving
diet-drinks has been particularly recom-
mended, either alone, or join’d with an
antimonial or fome other alterative me-
dicine, 4 |
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Aftruc gives an account * of the fame
pretences at Paris, and tells us of two
quacks who had compofitions of this fort,
with which they were to cure the pox

as well as many other diforders. *Twas
intimated that fome very powerful ingre-
dients were added to the common diet-
drinks which affifted their efficacy. Thefe
fellows, he obferves, were countenanced
by fome confiderable people, and they
‘each colle&ted a good deal of money be-
fore the medicines and their patrons fell
into difcredit.

A confirm’d pox may undoubtedly be
fometimes cured cffe@ually by diet-drinks,
Aftruc mentions feveral wherein mercury
makes part of the compofition, and mer-
cury, as I before’obferved ,will often prove
fuccefsful in whatever form it is admini-
ftered. I queftion indeed whether in
fome of the diet-drinks that he defcribes

the
* P, 152,
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obferv’d how much the difpofition and
the apprehenfions of mankind coincide
with fuch defigns, it will not appear fur-
prifing that men of lefs honefty than in-
genuity fhould avail themfelves of thefe
advantages. It is by no means a matter
of wonder that they fhould adopt the moft
trifling complaints into the number of
venereal diforders, and magnify every real
fymptom of the difeafe into a circum-
ftance of the higheft importance, when
they can thereby anfwer the double pur-
pofe of profit and anoccafional reputation.

To carry on thefe defigns with the
moft advantage, the leaft breaking of the
fkin about the private parts, the leaft
pain, knot or fullnefs about the groins,
the flighteft difcharge or running after
ftrong exercife or debauch, fhall be attri-
buted to a venereal caufe. In like manner
every pain from the alteration of weather,
efpecially if near the parts fuppofed moft
liable to beaffected, as'the nofe, thins, &c;

any
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tion of life, the diftance from proper ad-
vice, or other unfavourable circumftances,
relief is very difficylt to be procured.

On the other hand, if the belief of
imaginary complaints had not been encou-
raged, many might have been freed from
the moft tormenting apprehenfions, in-
ftead of being thrown into a fettled me-
lancholy, or driven into fome a& of yio-
lence. It would be hardly credible .to re-
late what a number of unhappy perfons
languith under the moft fevere anxiety
from imaginary fymptoms of the pox.
There is not in the world a fet of people

who are {o calculated for the obje@s of
impofition as thefe are, There is but one
thing that you find a difficulty of making
them believe, and that is, their being free
from the difeafe; and in thej purfuit af-
ter different advice they feldom fail to
find thofe who will indulge them in their
fears, in order to profit themfelves of fuch
¢redulity.  Even this deception might be
E |  pardon-
























