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A
DISSERTATION

On the EFFECTS of

MERCURY
Human Bodies,

In the CURE of the

VENEREAL DISEASE.

With a comparative View of the Methods by
Salivation, Unéieon, and Purgation, and the
more effectual Manner of Cure, by the Ufe of
the MercurtaL QinTMENT, without either
Salivating or Purging, as practis’d at Monzpe-
Jier, and now at Paris, by the learned Doctors
Astruc and CanTweLL, whereby the Train
of direful Symptoms attending Salivation are
happily avoided, as alfo the Inconveniences
of Purgation.

By GEORGE KEY, Surgeon.

To which is added,

The Extraordinary Cafe of Fobn Bodle, a Dr;tgnnn in Lord
Mark Ker's Regiment, who was wounded at C Hifton Moor,.
under the Command of his Royal Highnefs the Duke ;
containing fome Animadverfions on the Ufe of the Bark :
Wherein it 1s proved, not to be that Univerfal Remedy
in all Confiitutions labouring under Gun-Shot Wounds, as
afferted in a late Pamphler on that Subjeét ; and in the
mean time pointing out wherein it is.

Tegether witl?
Some Rem yarks and {""'Lmnanars of the Author, with Relp=&

to the Effeéts of an InstrumEexT lately mvcmm by
him, fet forth in the Preface of the faid M., Pu tie’s Cafle. |

P O N D O N:
Printed for T, OspoRNE, in Grays-Iany, MpccxLvii.
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PR EFACE.

N & H E principal inducement
I that I have now in view, in
publithing a fhort treatife on

the ufe of Mercury, is to fupport and
recommend a method, in which the
cure of the Pox is altogether different
from any now made ufe of in Ezng-
land. The great fuccefs attending
it in' Montpelier and Paris, when
conduéted by thofe gentlemen who
are well acquainted with the nature
of it, is an inducement, I think,
fufliciently worthy the imitation of
every one who would treat this dif-
order to the purpofe ; and, if thefe
are not {ufhcient incitements to em-
brace {fuch a method, I think the
B gentle-
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centlenefs and certainty of the Cure,
together with the avoiding all the
inconveniences and bad ¢onfequences
attending Salivation and Purgation,
ught to be motives {ufficient to
oblige every practitioner to encourage
and promote the fame, not only as
their own good but alfo that of
their patients depends on it.

I know fome Gentlemen may fay,
this method has been try’d in the
hofpitals of London without fuccefs;
as for my part, I muft candidly af-
firm, that if they have not fucceeded,
I am altogether doubtful of their true
knowledge in this Method of Cure;
a method, with which if they were
a little better acquainted, they could
not find in the leaft any room to
complain againft.

IN the mean time, they afhrm,
that the great fuccefs it meets with
abroad, 1s principally owing to the
-goodnefs and warmth of the climate.

I agree
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I agree that this contributes greatly
to the cure; but if, on the other
hand, we confider the winter feafon
in France and Flanders, that the cli-
mate is as cold, if not colder, than
in England, and that the cure of the
diforder, at this time of the year,

has, by this method, alw:t}s hap ,Il)f
fucceeded in thefe countries ; why
not then in England 2 As tor my
part, I cannot account for the mifcar-
riage of it here any otherwife, than in
a want of knowledge in the manner
of conduéting it; fince, it is mani-
feft, the cure has been oft-times per-
formed in London, by this method ;

according to which I have h'lpphy
cur’d many peoplef{incemy returnfrom
abroad. I know, in Parss, that there
are fome few eminent phyficians and
furgeons, who pretend to cure the
Pox, according to this principle, not-

w1th{’tandmg hcy are abfoiutely un-
acquainted with the manner of it, as
I have had the opportunity of know-

B2 ng,
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ing, from their method of difpenfing
the Mercury, and exhibiting the
frictions.

As to the trials made ufe of in our
hofpitals, I fancy they have not been
many, neither do I think, had they
{fucceeded, they would fo well anfwer
the hofpital practice, on account of
the great numbers daily under cure,
the length of the time, and the
great care requird; all whlch, I pre-
fume, would employ too much of
the furgeon’s time, and which he
could not reafonably afford, with-
out negle@ing his -private pradice,
unlefs very well recompenc’d for
it.

T iese reafons, however, not at
all effential, ought not to bé in the
leaft a hindrance to purfue this me-
thod, m private practice ; becaufe,
as the livelihood of the furgeon de-
pends fﬂne he can give fuch atten-
danca 28 s abﬁ}]utcly neceflary ; and
as to the length of the time, which

is
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is {ometimes 30, ‘40, or: 5o days,
the patient is happily recompenc’d
for it, being fure of a certain cure in
the end, and, in the mecan time, en-
joys all the liberties he can poflibly
defire, without being in the leaft in-
commoded, or expos'd to {fuch dan-
gers as attend Salivation, or the
purging off of Mercury ; for, accord-
ing to the method I make ufe of, the
patient is never cmaciated, but, onthe
contrary, grows fat and jolly, and is
in a condition to go abroad in four
or five days after his cure ; whereas,
by Salivation, he is expos'd to many
inconveniences ; his body is greatly
emaciated, and, after the Salivation is
over, he is confin’d for a long time
to his chamber, where he is oblig’d
to nurfe up, with the greateft care,
his tender conititution, which at this
time is fufceptible of many changes,
from the leaft impreffion of air; the
avoiding of all which, as I before

obferv’d,
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obferv’d, is happily done by the me-
thod I make ufe of, and the length
of time thereby amply recompenc’d,
as alfo the furgeon, from the affu-
rance of a fuitable gratification, and
a perfet cure, in which his honour
and characer are {o nearly concern’d,
and which may be always preferv’d
by the method that fhall be treated

of in the following differtation.



A

Practical Diflertation

ONLHE

Effeéts of MERCURY
O N

Human Bodies, gc.

S phyficians do not generally agree
.about the nature of the Venereal
Virus, 'tis fufficient for thofe who

treat the diforder to know, that
1t caufes concretions of a harder or fofter con-
fiftence, proportionable to the degree of its
malignity, to its delay in a body, more or
lefs, obnoxious to its infection.

That it does not a¢t on the red, but on
the white and lymphatic parts of the fluids,
is a truth which no one vers’d in the animal
aeconomy can deny : For the blood of thofe,
tainted with this diforder, appears to the eye,
as well as-that of others not {o infeéted ; nei-
ther are they more fubjeét to inflammations
thereof ; and fhould they even be affetted

' with
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with inflammations, they are, without having
any regard to the effe€ts of the Venereal Virus,
as eafily cured as thofe altogether free from it.

On the other hand, we may fee many
diforders, proceeding from an infpiffated
Lympha, yield to feveral attenuating reme-
dies, which bhave not the leaft effect on
the Venercal Virus, and therefore I look on
this diforder to confilt of concretions of a
particular nature, capable to refift the power
of all fuch remedies : Thefe concretions are
of a hard confiftence, and fmall enough to cir-
culate with the blood through all the veffels,
but not through the - Neuro-Lymphaticks,
where {topping, they conititute the diforder.

By this hypothefis all the venereal fymp-
toms are eafily explain’d.

If thefe concretions ftop in the Proftate
Glands, they begeta clap; ifin the glands of
the {kin, a pocky rheumatifm ; if in the groin,
the common and well known tumours of
that part. The inflammation attending this
diforder arifes from the preffures of the lym-
phatic concretions on the neighbouring blood-
veflels, which preflure obliges the blood to
ftop therein, and the {mall nervous fibres,
ftriking againft the obftruction, are thrown
into confufion, which immediately produces
pain : Whoever has this point of doftrine
in viev, can eafily explain all the other
fymptoms, -
Before
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Before we proceed any further, we own
that many antivenereal remedies have been
difcover’d among the clafs of Sudorificks:
The Sarfaparilla, Saffafras, Guaiacum,
Antimony, &e¢ all which may (in the
hands of a judicious perfon) ‘cure a clap, or
recent pox, but are quite infuflicient when
the Virus has once render’d itfelf mafler of
its fubject; which is foon manifefted by the
numerous attendants it produces on the
furface of the body, and knows no other
{pecifick but Mercury, which indeed is the
molt fure and eflicacious in all other degrees
of this infection.

We now proceed to the rife of its applica-
tion againft the Lues, and {pecifick virtue,
by which it deftroys it. -

According to the account we have, Facodus
Berengarius Carpenfis, a Neapolitan phyfician,
was the firft who ever us’d Mercury in this
diforder, and that in the following circum-
ftance.

When Charles the eighth of Framce be-
fieged Naples, that city was generally infetted
with the venereal diforder, imported thither
by the Spaniards, who became firlt acquaint-
ed with the infection in the expedition of
Chriftopber Columbus to the Wef? Indies 5 and,
as provifions grew {carce during the fiege, the
ladies of pleafure were turned out of the city,
and had then no other refource than their

enemy’s generofity, who, according to their
' ¢ ufual

'
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ufual politelefs, received them and all their
peftilential favours with open arms. But ever
after the French, out of indignation, call’d
the evil they received the Neapolitan diftem-

r; and we call it the French, on account
of their having been the intermediate factors
between Naples and us. But what is pretty
odd, the Neapolitans call it alfo the French
diftemper, and fo they tofs the infamy frﬁﬁi
to another ; and thusitis, that children ofone!
love are commonly of difputed parentage.
Thus far for dlgreﬁmn now to our pur-
pofe.

In this general calamity feveral officers
apply’d to him for fuccour, who having
learn’d from Diofcorides, that Mercury was
good for cutaneous eruptions, by analogy
judg’d it was good for venereal diforders ;
and, in order to come at this new foe to the
Ercrapfmz world, ccmpos’d an ointment of
Mercury and greafe, call’d Unguentum Nea-
politanum,

He made ufe of frictions, and cover’d the
body almoft over with this ointment, which,
being too ftrongly charg’d with Mercury, fuc-
ceeded well in thofe, robuft enough to refift
{o great a dofe, whilft many of the miore
wealk and delicate fell its unhappy victims,
This difafter, not arifing from the remedy
itfelf, but frc:m its being applied in too great
a qmnntﬁ,, caufed 1ts lﬂng difufe, and made

phyficians lay it afide for other remedies,
which
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which they thought more fafe, tho’ lefs effi-
cacious.

*Till Didier, Chycoynau, and other eminent
phyficians of the faculty of Montpelier, the
venereal peft’s greateft foes, reviv'd Carpus’s
judicious notion, and by juftly correcting,
have render’d it the only rational, and {upeunr
cure to all other remedies, as will fu ally appear
in the explication of the a@tions of Mercury
in curing this diforder.

Mercury is the great fpecifick to divide
and attenuate all lymphatick concretions
proceeding from the Venereal Virus. As thefe
concretions are very {mall and hard, they
infinuate themfelves in time, almoft into the
minuteft tubes and nutritive veflels of the
body, and therefore require a remedy divi-
fible into globules fufficiently fmall, and of a
gliding nature, and that, in its greateft di-
vifion preferves a prClﬁCr: gravity fuperior to
that of moft other bodies.

Mercury alone anfwers all thefe views, as
it is of a gliding nature, and divifible into parts
extremely {madll, which is eafily evinced by
the fmoaky exhalations arifing from it when
thrown on the fire. Next to gold it is the
molt weighty body we krow, and is confe-
quently the propereft to attack, break, and
deftroy the concreted Lympha in its laft in-
trenchments ; and that, by mears of its mi-
nute, fmooth, and flowing particles,

C 2 It
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It may perhaps be afked, may not gold,
which is a heavier body, produce the fame
effects ! No; for to reduce it to a flate pro
per to pcm.tmte into the human body, it
muft be divided, and this divifibility is ob-
tained by Aqua Regia; during this operation,
the particles of gold are 1mpregnated with a
faline fubflance, which diminithes their {pe-
cifick gravity ; befides they have not the glid-
ing f.:nc:ulty which is abfolutely neceflary to
eradicate the Lues, as Mercury has,

A cubick inch of Mercury weighs four-
teen times more than one of water, the
Lympha weighs pretty near the fame as the
latter ; whence it follows, thata globule of
Mercury, however {o fmaﬂ, weighs fourteen
times more than a Lymphatick one of the
fame fize ; which cenfequently muft yield to,
and be bmkﬁn by the former.

Mercury that conquers all Venereal con-
cretions, cannot deftroy thofe caufed by the
fcurvy, but rather irritates them ; and this I
take to be the reafon, the fcorbutick concre-
tions are of a more f{oft and fpungy confif-
tence than the Venereal ; whence it follows,
that the Mercury only pmetratts and runs
through, but does not deftroy and break
them ; whereas the Venereal being {maller
and of a harder texture (which plam y ap-
pears from the ineflicacy of all other attenu-

ants app‘u.ci to this diforder) the Mercurial
globules
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globules no fooner meet with them than they
penetrate, break, and totally deftroy them,

Befides, it is well known, that the Mer-
curial Particles are of a pbericai figure, and
always tend to be fo; and confequﬁntly are
the more capable to receive and preferve a
given quantity of motion than if under any
other figure, and it is by this theory alone we
can explain how they penetrate into the very
texture of the bones; fire cannot deftroy
them, for by whatever art one may ufe to
change or torture Mercury, it can be fiill re-
vivified, that is, gathered together into glo-
bular partlcle which proceeds from the
hardnefs and bulk of its integrant parts, of
which - there are but few, if any, porous;
and even in thofe, the pores are very fmall.

Pure Mercury therefore muft be conveyed
into the mafs of blood to compleat the total
deftrution of the Virus; for all its prepa-
rations (fuch as the E: hmpﬁ Mineralis, nay,
even Panacea, which is the beft) are not fuf-
ficient to brﬂdkihﬁ Venereal Concretions ; be-
caufe Mercury, joined to any faline body,
Jofes its weight and hardnefs. It mufl never-
thelefs be allowed, that thefe preparations
ay cure a perfon of a happy conftitution
either clap’d or recently pox'd ; bat when the
| diforder is of any ftanding, the moft celebrated
Mercurml Preparations do but merely puihu.c
the fymptoms, and thereby render the patient’s
| eure more difficult even by the moft cele-
1 brated
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brated method of Montpelier, which is what
I follow. As for all the other methods ufed
in Mercurial Preparations, they carry off the
moft light and eafieft moved part of the con-
cretion, but leave the more grofs and heavy
untouch’d, which growing harder and harder,
aggravates the diforder, and produces daily
new torments to the unhappy patient.

Mercury ought not to be given by the
mouth, becaufe it paffes too foon out of the
body by the inteftinal canal: Therefore a
very {mall quantity of it can only enter into
the mafs of blood, and as it proceeds from
large into {mall veffels, does not fufliciently
divide itfelf, fo as to be able to penetrate into
the {malleft capillaries, and there deftroy the
venereal concretions in their laft retreats ; if
fo, as it evidently appears, what good can a
patient receive from Mercury thus admini-
ftred, fince many of the moft minute veflels
in which the Virus lurks, remain unattack’d.

I repeat again, that the medicine taken by
the mouth may fometimes cure a clap or
recent pox : but when the peft 15 of a longer
date, no fure refuge is then left but the
Montpelier method, which indeed is the moft
{overeign, fafe, and agreeable in all venereal
cafes.

Some perfons may object, that in the
preparations taken by the mouth, the Mer-
cury enters the larger vefltls in a very divided
ftate; true, but its particles foon free them-

{elves
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felves from the vehicle that kept them fe-
parate, whereby they eafily reunite, and
confequently become incapable of pafling into
the Neuro-Lymphatick Capillarics, to de-
ftroy in them the venereal concretions,

Others have prefcribed Mercury under the
form of fmoak, by throwing Cinnabar on the
fire near which the naked patient is placed,
that the exhaling particles may infinuate
themfelves into his pores: But as this method
not only overheats and rarifies the blood, but
greatly prejudices the lungs, its ufe is juftly
abolifhed.

Some affert that crude Mercury taken by
the mouth under the form of pills, has cured
the venereal diforder: But we know from
others that this method has been followed
with fuch a great inflammation, that feveral
fucceffive bleedings could fcarce ftop its pro-
grefs.

From this variety of accidents, together
with the doubtfulnefs of cure, the only me-
thod is that which employs Mercury in form
of an ointment, and that by friGtions pro-
perly conducted, after the neceflary precau-
tions of bleeding, purging and bathing, which
is infinitely fuperior to all Panaceas and Pti-
fans, as they certainly overheat {ometimes
both blood and juices.

Carpus was the firft anthor of this method,
which had fometimes fatal confequences by
his injudicioufly throwing too much Mercury

at
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at a time into the body; whereupon, as I
obferved, others ftrove to deviate from this
method, by inventing fome of their own that
they thought more fafe : But reafon and ex-
perience having fince proved them ineffetual,
has obliged the moft judicious tc return to

it again, nor have they changed, but per-

feted the method of this great phyfician,
which is preferable to all others, in as much

as Mercury acts more ﬂawerfuliy by the fkin |

than otherwife; as likewife does bathing,
having more ﬁngular effects than all the water
or other liquids that we can drink for many
days together.

Mercury thus applied, enters in by the
{fmall veffels without {uffering any change in
the quality of its particles. By this method
we can apply it in what quantity or to what
part we pleafe ; But on the contrary, in fumi-
gation, how can we determineits dofe at this
juncture, or even at any other time? All
phyficians and furgeons, deferving the title,
agree, that Mercury fhould be applied by
the way of fri¢tion, but differ greatly in the
difpenfing of it,

It was the general opinion, until the fa-
mous Didier of Montpelier, that fri¢tions or
anointing fhould be made ufe of until a fali-
vatiop was excited, that the virulent matter
may be thereby difcharged.

Buat the inconveniences that this fevere
method of falivation draws after it, fhould

deter
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deter from its practice all unprejudiced phy-
ficians and f{urgeons, fince we fce every day
its direful effects, as fhall be hereafter ex-
plained.

The Unguentum Neapolitanum or Mer-
curial Ointment, carefully prepared, is em-
ploy’d in this method ; there the Mercury is
divided into very fmall globules; capable of
gaining quick admittance into the minuteft
veflels, and is rendred more perfectly fo by
the very power of frition and fmallnefs of
the pores through which they pafs, while the
heat of the body contributes fo far to their
attenuation, as to render them infinitely more
fubtile in their actions.

By this method all the finer parts of the
Mercury enter into the blood, whilft the more
grofs form a fort of fcurf on the fkin, lin-
nen, or flannels; which latter are carefully .
left on, that the mercurial particles thereto
adbering, may be further attenuated by
the continual heat of the body ; but fhould
thofe be taken off, the Mercury does not
then fo ftrongly exert its power ; this mani-
feftly proves, that fome of the globules of
Mercury that adhere to them, and that are
rendered very fubtil by the heat already men-
tioned continually enter the pores, which
they no longer do when thefe are taken
away. A practice that moft gentlergen who
falivate are ofttimes obliged to, in order to

D pre=
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preferve the lives of their patients when the
falivation runs too high.

Mr. Fizes of Montpelier is of opinion, that
the mercurial particles do not immediately
feparate from the ointment, but jointly enter
through the pores or abforbent veflels, and
when conveyed to the bleod, difengage them-
{elves from the turpentine and greafe, which
are there diluted and diffolved.

The mercurial particles thus freed from
their bonds circulate with the blood, and in-
finuate themfelves into the greater Lympha-
ticks, from thence into the f{mall, and even
into the texture of the bones,

From hence 1t 1s evident, that the cure
of this diforder depends only on Mercury :
"Tis true, that in the difpenfing of it much
{kill and 1udcrment are rtqmred and if pro
perly mnduﬁed can never fail in the cure uf
the moft conﬁrmed pOX.

In the treating of which, we can reafon-
ably look on a perfon paffing through the
remedies, as having all the blood frothing
with the mercurial vapour ; which great def-
pumation produces in the humours of our
bodies fuch an extraordinary change, that
the venereal concretions are attﬂnuatcd, and
the contagious peft (if I may be allowed that
term for the pox) abfolutely deftroyed.

Hence it manifeftly appears, that in order
to attack this diforder, we can hope for no

affurance of fuccels, but what is liberally
conferred
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conferred upon us by the power of Mercury
beyond that of all other remedies ; It therefore
behoves every practical phyfician and furgeon,
to whom only I apply, always to con-
vey by frictions into the mafs of blood
{fuch a quantity of it as may be {ufficient to
deftroy the infection, having in the mean-
time a particular regarcl that it run not off
by ftool or falivation ; and fhould it even
have a tendency to the latter, they are not
njudicioufly to precipitate 1t by purgation,

becaufe, as I have juft obferved, the cure of
the diforder now in hand confifts only ina
certain quantity of it properly adminiftred.

Every one acquainted with the animal
OEconomy muft allow, that Mercury cannot
act on the fluids of our bodies, unlefs inti-
mately circulating with them, but if once
profufely difcharging itfelf through any of
the common Emunctories, muit undoubtedly
leave many particles of the fluids wherein the

ky infection lay concealed, altogether un-
attacked, and thereby render the cure totaly
abortive.

I know it is the common practice with
moft gentlemen who pretend to difpente
Mercury without falivating, to precipitate it
by purgation, - when they find it to have the
leaft inclination that way, that is, when a
{pitting enfues, and the mouth begomes fore
through the effects of the Mercurial Globules;
but pray give me leave to obferve, what good

i) 2 can
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can a treatment of this nature tend to, ifa
tyrannical diforder muft be thus palliated and |
trified with, and a patient tortured by reite-
rated purgations, which are, during the
treatment exhibited from time to time ac-
cording to the exigence of the {ymptoms.
It is from a procefs of this nature, 1 fay,
the very end aimed at is altogether de- .
firoyed, that is, the cure of the pox render-
ed ineffectual.

As Mercury then is the only known
{pecifick for the cure of this complaint,
and that which is preferred for its excel-
lencies, and made ufe of before all others,
I would fain know wherein ‘can its falutary
effeGsconfiftwhen all the juices of thebody are
contaminated with the infe@ion, if its acion
be deftroyed, as is abfolutely done by purg-
ing it off, and that perhaps at a time, when
atting, or beginning to alt on the pbcky
Virus, '

Therefore I infer a cure to be always imper=-
fe& from a treatment of this nature, and fhall
regard the running off of Mercury either from
its own natural difpofition, or elfe by an in-
judicious adminiftration of it from either the
mouth or Anus, to be abfolutely againft the
cure, fince either equally hinder its effects
nor indeed is it poffible that it (hould other-
wife happen, if we but maturely confider
the quantities of it that are daily fpending

by a profufe evacuation through fome one of
‘ thefe
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thefe Emun&ories, where by it leaves,as I have
before obferved, many of the infected Lym-
phatick Globules altogether unmolefted.

And it is from hence that the patient and
praitioner labour. under the greateft difad-
vantage, but the latter, in order to remove
his doubts, or rather to provide againft the
uncertainties he expofes himfelf to by this
treatment, is under the continual necefiity of
making a vain repetition of the fame frictions
after purging, and that in order to charge the
blood and juices with more Mercury, which
15 to be fubftituted in the place of that which
he juft purged off, notwithftanding he is fure
the patient muft undergo, from thefe latter
frictions, the very fame change as he did from
the former, and that he himfelf, upon the
appearance of the fame fymptoms of faliva-
tion, muft have recourfe, as before, to pur-
ging ; if fo, as is certainly the cafe, what
muft then be the confequence I fhall leave
every one to determine, as the pra&itioner
thus changes his own views by doing and
" undoing at the fame time, when trifling with
an outragious diforder, protracting the fame,
Pia}-ing on a ruined conftitution, and deftroy-
ng all intentions of a cure, and that, by rob-
bing the blood and juices of the very fpecifick
he had juft before thrown into them.

This is fo certainly true, that if cannot
admit of the leaft difpute; and if Mercury
be the known Ipecifick in the cure of this

infeCtion,



[ 22 ]

infection, as it inconteftably appears to be from
the recourfe that every one who pretends to
cure this complaint has to it, beyond that of all
other medicines, it is then the bufinefs of
him who difpences it, to do all that in him
lies to keep it in the body till fuch time
as it has perfected the intended cure, which
is accomplithed by its breaking through the
pocky concretions, defiroying the fame, and
fcouring the Sanguiferous and Lymphatick
Veflels from all their obnoxious impurities.

It is for this end only, that the delay of
Mercury for fome confiderable time in our
bodies, 1s a matter of the greateft moment,
as the certainty of cure inviolably depends
upon it ; and unlefs the views of the praCti-
tioner in the conducting of it, tend to this pur=
pefe, he hall find his patient ofttimes facri-
ficed to perpetual miferies, and himfelf fruf-
rated in all hisattempts ; to affirm this, there
needs no other confirmation than the great
number of living witnefles daily attefting the
fame, as they every day fall the unhappy
victims to its tyranny, after vain and fruitlefs
attempts from repeated falivations, and re-
iterated purgations.

Hence we may fee the reafonable neceffity
of difpf:nﬁnrr a remedy that carriesalong with
it all its fpeczfick qualities into the mafs of
blood, 9nd how indifpenfably neceffary it is
to keep it in the body till fuch time asitab«
folutely conquers the difeafe 5 The adyantagzsf |
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of fuch treatment we may eafily conceive
from the ufe of the cortex or Jefuit’s Bark.

This remedy is 2 moft noble and approved
fpecifick in the cure of intermitting fevers;
but thould any man, after the exhibition of
a dofe of it, give a purge ; or even fhould the
difpofition of the cortex be fuch as to run off
by ftool, would it not altogether prevent the
good effects of the medicine, and change in-
tirely the views of the practitioner. The
fact is fo apparently true, as to furpafs the
reach of contradic¢tion ; and the parity of rea-
fon fo juft, that it will, in every particular,
hold equally good, with refpect to Mercury ;
and fhould any method, different from what
I fuftain, fucceed, it is merely accidental,
if the diforder has been of a long continu-
ance.

As to the purging off of Mercury, whenit
begins to act {o as to producea fpitting, fome
reafons may be afligned in favour of that
. practice ; but none, if any at all material,
in favour of Salivation; notwithftanding,
- both deferve fuch {tri& cenfure, asto be alto-
gether condemned, and ever excluded prac-
tice, the one being as diametrically oppofite
to the cure, as it is ruinous to the conftitu-
tion ; whilft the other is no lefs perverfe, than
attended with the moft direful effects,

Witnefs inflammations of the mout#, {wel-
led chaps, indurated glands, teeth loofe, ach-
ing and painful, exceflive and violent fpitting,

which
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which fometimes runs fo high, as to be never
ftepped ; continual pain for a long time with-
out intermiffion, and the intumefcence of the
tongue fo great, that the mouth is not fuffi-
cient to contain it ;- the head and face {well-
ed to a monftrous fize; the patient fometimes
delirious, and attended with violent con-
vulfions; alfo with Dyfenteries, Diarrhea’s,
Contortions of the bowels, Hemorrhagies, or
Fluxes of blood, fometimes from the mouth,
fometimes from the nofe, fometimes from the
Anus, and fometimes from the Pudenda or
privities, and the jaws oft-times fo firmly
lock’d up through the contraction of their
muicles, that the unhapp}r patient is not only
in dang:.r of famifthing for want of proper
nourifhment, but alfo of being fuffocated,
from the great quantities of faliva fhut
up in the mouth; and the falivation fo
fevere as to defuroy the teeth, the bones of
the nofe, and {fometimes thofe of the palate ;
and after all thefe fufferings, an imperfect
cure, or the life of the patient perhaps falls
the unhappy vitim to its violent effeis,

If thefe fatal confequences are not {uffici-
ent reafons to decry and condemn the ufe of |
falivation, I fhall leave every unprejudiced
perfon to determine, In the mean time, I
hope the reader will excufe the digreffion that
I havevmade from the reafons that may be |
affigned in favour of that method, ufed in
the purging off of Mercury, when bf:gmnmcr

3 to
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to falivate, fince I have referved it L‘:l]l[)D(Lt}
for this piace as the molt proper for it, after
having given an idea of the many fatal
effets caufed too often by falivation, which,
in order to prevent, they exhibit purging;
and this I take to be the only reafon af-
figned in favour of this practice, notwith-
ftanding it bids as fair, if not fairer, for the
prevention of the cure than the other does,

Now as both thefe methods are a hinder-
ance to the cure, and the confequences pro-
ceeding from them rather deftructive than
beneficial, it is then a matter of the higheft
importance, to make choice of fuch a method
as {trengthens one with the greateft affurance
of fuccefs, whilft in the mean time it remains
altogether free from the impending evils at-
tending the two former ; all which are hap-
pily avoided in the Montpelier Treatment.

The patient, according to this method, is
never made fick, neither is he fo much as
once purged after the firft un&ien, ’ull fuch
time as his cure is perfected ; he enjoys all
the eafe and liberty he can poffibly with for;
he fits at table, eats and drinks freely, and
{liares the converfation of his friends; his
mouth is not in the leaft made fore, neither
does he fpit more than vfual, and is never
depriv’d of a night’s reft, but fleeps well
whilft under care, notw;thﬂandmﬂ the quan-
tity of Mercury given him 1s thrce four,
or five times more than in any athpr me-
: E thod,
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thod, and from which treatment he may be
aflured of a perfet and radical cure.

I am well perfuaded that objections may
be ftarted in oppolition to this excellent
practice, by fomeapprehending none of itsgood
effects, but rather reprefenting moft dangerous
confequences from the delay of Mercury in
our bodies, as though it was never to be dif-
charged from thence, pleading the neceflity
of thofe unprofitable means of purging it off,
or {pending it by fulivation.

But, in order to obviate this particular to
the advocates of this hypothefis, and fuch as
are not acquainted with the animal CEconomy,
I would have them underftand, that tho’ 1
am againt this violent and premature faliva-
tion, or purging off of Mercury, when the
principal end s {o fuccefsfully obtain’d by my
method, that I prove it abfolately impofiible
for the Mercury to remain in our bodies;
becaufe there is no part of Matter can reft

there that are non-conftituent parts thereof,
that is, which has not fome principles to con-
flitute or nourifh fome part of the human
fubedt.

This is prov’d from the very aliments,
which, after a proper digeftion in the fto-
mach, are reduc’d into chyle, a great part of
which cnters into the mafs of blood, and,
after havind’ pafs'd through a variety of fecre-
tions, their nutritious juices are by a moft
wonderful affimilation converted into the fub-

I ftance
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ftance of our animal bodies, whillt the more
grofs and ufelefs parts are difcharg’d through
their different emunétories, under the form of
urine, {weat, fpittle, &e. according to their
feveral necefiities,

And though the Mercury f{uffers no al-
teration through all the fecretions it paf-
fes, yet it {ubmits to the fame laws of
nature, as before obferved, in the extruding
faculties of the animal fyftem ; I thall therc-
fore regard it as an extraneous fluid artificially
thrown into the blood, which having no
principles in it to conftitute any part of the
fubject, is, thro’ the expulfive power of na-
ture, after having pafs’d a variety of fecre-
tions, difcharg’d from the body by infenfible
perfpiration and urine, if properly conducted ;
but if injudicioufly given, will run off by
falivation, or flool, either of which are an
abfolute hindrance to the cure,

It is from hence intelligible to the meaneft
capacity, that no part of Mercury can remain
in our bodies, unlefs that it run out of the
way of the circulating fluids ; but this is what
can never happen, except the pocky Virus
has deftroy’d the texture of particular veffels,
as is too frequently the cafe, efpecially in the
bony fubftance, wherein globules have been
found fometimes remain;andindeedif thecure
of a pox be ever impracticable, et is where
the texture of parts are fo far ruin’d, thatthe

Mercury cannot act upon them,
E2 What
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What I here advance is circumftanc’d from
the following obfervation : Every one ac-
quainted with the chirargical difeafes agree,
that pocky Fiftula’s in Perineo, when once
extremely indurated, are out of the power
or reach of Mercurv and the reafon lies
here ; the number of veffels herein being
altogether deftroy’d, from the parts being
extremely indurated, the circulating fluids
along with which the Mercurial globules
olide, finding their paflage quite obitructed,
bend their courfe another w&y, and leave
thefe callous parts untouch’d, and from hence
it is we are oblig’d to fubftitute the knife,
in order to the extirpation of thofe indura-
tions, in which confifts one part of the cure
for thefe kind of Fiftula’s.

Nor indeed will it be ever prudent to pro-
ceed to this operation, till the original caufe
1s firft removed ; that 1s, till the mnfection is
compleatly corre&ed "which being once
perfeQed, then to the crperatmn.

I fancy the reafons jut given will fatisfy
cvery perfon, . unacquainted with Mercury,
how impoflible it 1s for any parts of it to re-
main in the body, according to the ordinary
courfe of nature, which expels or throws
from it all parts of matter that has no pro-
perties to make up any part of the compofi-
tion, and f£om this very principle of nature
it’s manifeft, that no part of Mercury can
remain In us, unlefs, as I before obferved,

: that
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‘that the texture of particular parts be de-
ftroy’d ; wherein we may fometimes find re-
maining globules of Mercury ; which fault is
not in the Medicine, but in the part; and
even in this cafe, which is really deplorable,
it’s in our power, by a proper method, to
exclude them from their lodgment..

There are fome conflitutions, indeed, fo
very happy, that Mercury, notwithftanding
the great endeavours of the pratitioner to
raife a falivation, cannot effe& it : This [
have known to give much uneafinefs to
many of my profeifion, fearing a cure there~
by impracticable ; but how advantagious it
has ever prov’d to fuch perfons, I leave them-
{felves to determine. I fhall, however, with
confidence affirm, that where it ever ‘{o fell
out, unlefs the phyfician or furgeon, thmugh
fome apprehenfions of fear, purg’d the patlﬁ‘ﬂt
the cure always prov’d abfolute,

As for my part, I {hall not pretend to ex-
clude myfelf from thefe apprehenfions of dan-
ger, before I was acqmmted with this man-
ner of the adminiftration of it, but am fince
fenfible of the great dxl’advanta-freq I at that
time labour’d under, for want ob: a true know-
ledge therein ; and whenever it fo happily
fell out that the conftitution of my patient
was not obedient to the power,of Mcrcury
in producing a falivation, I obferv’d®in fuch
cafes the cure prov’d alwa}rs to be perfect.

And
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And from hence it is one of the ftrongeft
proofs, that the only fure and infallible means
of curing the pox, is to charge the blood and
juices with fuch a quantity of it, as is {uffi-
cient to conquer the diftemper, without {uf-
fering it to act {o as to produce a falivation,
or to let it run off by ftool, or even fo much
as to give a purge after the firft friction or
anointing is begun.

I doubt not but this method in fome mea-
fure may be cenfur’d, and I myflelf fhould
perhaps be as ready as any other, were I not
intimately acquainted with the excellency of
it ; neither fhould I fo much as once prefume
to introduce it into practice, had I not expe-
rienc’d it to have a moft fingular pre-emi-
nence beyond all others.

Some may fay, they have mifcarried
in it; as for my part, to fpeak inge-
nuoufly, I never did, neither can I fay that
I ever faw any mifs of great numbers I have
help’d to pafs, and faw pafs abroad through
the hands of Do&or Cantwell, Fellow of the
Royal Society of Londen, and Phyfician of
the Faculties of Montpelier and Paris; and I
will further make bold to advance, from the
numbers I have pafs'd, and many of whom
have mifs’'d in repeated falivations in the
hands of fome eminent in their profeffion; I
bave happily cur'd, notwithftanding their
cafes were deplorable ; fo that if any has

mifs’d
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mifs’d cure in this method, it muft be either
owing to a want of knowledge therein, or
elfe to fome timidity in the adminiftration of
it,

And it is from the full affurance of that
great fuccefs attending this practice, that
with pleafure I embrace it, as infallible,
and prefer it as being altogether free from
the direful effets attending falivation ; which
latrer is what fﬂrmf:t]y praé’ufed but never
fhall hereafter, whilft it is in my power to
fabftitute in the place of it a method certainly
fafe, and by which I can convey into the body
four or five times more Mercury, without dif-
fturbing the patient, than whatany one would
dare do in the common way of falivation,

Empyricks pretend to impofe on mankind,
that they have fecrets to conquer this diftem-
per without the ufe of Mercury, exploding at
the fame time the only infallible fpecifick in
the world, as in this treatife appears, by
which the health of man is reftor’d : It’s true,
the injudicious application of it, in the hands
of fuch fatal minifters, is more ruinous and
deftructive to a human conftitution, than
a fword in the hands of a mad-man ready
to deftray every one be meets; and fo I may
fay with refpecl to all other noble remedies,
when conduéted with fuch temerity and ig-
norance.

Anditis,I {ay,from fucha want cfianc}wledge,
jein’d with the moft affuming fteck of confi-

dence,
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dence, they endeavour to depreciate {uch va-
luable remedies as they know not how to con-
du& or make ufe of, as manifeftly appears
from the fatal confequences that attend their.
admuiniftration,

As to the choice that is to be made
between falivation, and that of curip
the pox without it, I fhall {fubmit to the
judgment of every perfon from what I have
already hinted on that head; as alfo from
what s univerfally allow’d and approv’d of by
many of the moft learned of the faculty of
phyfick, who all agree, that the cure Uf the
pox by extintion, thatis, without falivation,
or purging the patient, after the friGtions or
anointing is begun, to be the moft prefera-
ble and infallible method that can be made
ufe of.

This opinion is not 1maglmry or gmunded
on reafon only, but practice and experience
ftrongly manifeft it to be fo; and this is
further verified by the reafons "of Dr. Cant-
swell, taken from a {mall treatife publithed by
bhim in the year 1738, in vindication of this
practice, wherein he proves falivation and
purgati{)n an abfolute hindrance to the cure
in the manner following.

““ All thofe who give Mercury, cxpﬂﬂ: it
¢ fhould circulate with our juices, and be
«“ conveyed to all the parts affeted.  There-
« fore the Quick-Silver muft be carried
¢ through all the veflels of the body that are

“‘ tainted,
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tainted, and meet every globule of our
juices that contains even the fmalleft par-
ticle of the Virus, Hence it follows,

1. ¢ That if the Mercury does not run
through every part of the body, the cure
muft be imperfect.

2. * That if in its way through thofe
veflels that contain any “particles of the
Virus, it thould mifs one of the tainted
Globules, the cure muft be imperfe&.

3. “ The cure of a confirmed pox de-
mands a greater quantity of Mercury than
is commonly allowed ina flux ; or at leaft,
that the ordinary quantity fhould be fo
difpenfed, that by reiterated circulations, it
may have the chance of {couring all the
veflels of the body, through which it can
pafs, and coming into frequent contacts
with every Globule of Fluid, that runs
through them, (For I believe there are
fome veffels in our body, whofe diameter
is lefs, than that of the fmalleft particles
the Qt_uck-S:lver is divided into in our
machine; and when the infeion gets
once into thofe, the diftemper is incurable).
Few perfons exceed two ounces of Mer-
cury for a cure: Several falivations are
performed with lefs than one ounce, and
you may find many good practitioners in
that method, who never dare go beyond

twelve drachms.
F ““ It’s
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¢ It’s true, the number of divifions that
Quick-Silver is fufceptible of, even by the
help of our wvital powers, 1s very great,
But if we confider the number of veflels in
our machine, the folds and windings they
are formed into, we fhall fcarce think
twelve drachms could afford a particle for
each. Yet fuppofe they could; every
veffel contains a vaft number of Globules
of Fluid, and the twelve drachms for the
total cf the frictions, don’t entirely enter
into the blood. There muft be an allow-
ance made for what is loft in the time of
fri¢tion, what enters into the hands or
bladders of him that rubs, and 1s fucked
up by the linnen or flannels of the patient.
¢ Let us fuppofe twelve drachms rubbed
in, in twelve days, at a drachm a day

¢ (which 1 fcarce think any phyfician or

or furgeon would venture, or patient could
bear) and the lofs above mentioned of
two drachms only ; there will remain ten
drachms for the blood. Now if this
quantity, or even half on’t, continued to
circulate long enough, were proportion-
ably diftributed; and had only that degree
of force from whence nothing was to be
dreaded ; I readily allow it might be {uf-
ficient, Buat,
1. *“ As all fecretory and excretory ducts
of the body, are a continuation of the
Arterial Syftem ; the quantity {hot into the
“ Aorta
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* Aorta muft be diminithed every minute,
¢ and fome particles carried off by urine,

ftocl, tranfpiration, &e¢. and that the
more, becaule the velocity of the blood is
encreafed by every friction: So that tho'
there were no feaver, and confequently no
need of any artificial evacuation ; the quan=
tity of Mercury would daily decreafe, and
bt‘: foon fpent.

¢“ As the Salival Glands becrm to {well
fwh:c‘l let us fuppofe the 1oth day) the
Quick-Silver that has a natural tendency

“ to the mouth, comes thither in a greater

quantity, than to the other parts. This
greater quantity 1s f{till encreafed when
the patient begins to fpit; and runs off with
the Saliva, in proportion to the quantity
of this, and the number of the ulcers pro-
duced in the mouth.
““ And this inequality of diftribution will
likewife happen in a loofenefs, too great a
flux of urine; profufe {weats, or Hemor-
hages;. Few praClitioners have not feen
the three firft; I have feen the laft, {fome-
times from the mouth, fometimes from
the nofe, fometimes from the Pudenda,
and fometimes from the piles. I fhould
dread lefs from the fecond or third, if
the patient were not weakened, than from
the firft or fourth, though I4ook upon
them all as a hindrance to the cure,

E 2 ‘G
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““ T have let fixteen pounds of Saliva taken
on the four firft days of a falivation, ftand
twelve months, and found feventy two
grains of Mercury in the bottom. The
patient was rubbed the fix firft days, each
friction was a drachm of Mercury; he
began to {pit the feventh day at night, and
the falivation continued thirty five days.
Now if the lofs of Mercury was the fame
every day, by the mouth, he muft not
have a grain left in his body the twentieth
day. If you allow one drachm for the
lofs above mentioned, ’twas all fpent in
fixteen days, and fixteen hours. If you
allow one third as much for the other fe-
cretions, as for that by the mouth, the
Mercury muft have been all fpent in
twelve days five hours and twenty minutes,
If you allow as much for them all, as for
that one, it muft be fpent in eight days
and eight hours. And if from the firft
friction till the falivation began, we allow
half a drachm for all the fecretions, the
whole was fpent in feven days and a half,
a fpace certainly too fhort to let that
quantity of Mercury, that was continually
decreafing, fatisfy the conditions above-
mentioned. If you think it remained
longer in the body, you muft allow its
diftribdtion to be fo very unequal, that
fome parts never received any of it. Inthe
fuppofition of feven days and a half, the

‘“ Aorta
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Aorta Afcendens received more at every
contraction of the heart, than the Defcen-
dens; and the greateft part of even that
pafled through the external Carotides. Is
not it to be then dreaded, that fome of the
branches of the very Aorta Afcendens re-
ceived none at all? In the fuppofition of
twelve days, &c. the Aorta Defcendens
received much lefs, and in that of fixteen
days, nothing at all.

¢« In fine, if you {uppofe the lofs of Mer-
cury by the mouth decreafed daily after
the four firft days, and that therefore it
circulated longer in the body, and in greater
proportion in the Aorta Defcendens, than
the former {uppofitions allow ; won’t it
be ftill true, that it runed off much fooner
than one fhould expect, and won't there
be room to dread, that fome parts of the
body, never received any on't? The en-
creafe of one fecretion, is always the de-
creafe of the others. This holds good in
the cafe of falivation, with refpect to the
Serum of the blood. Why fhould it not
with refpect to the particles of Quick-
Silver, that feem to affe& to run to the
mouth, preferable to any other part of the
body ? I muft confefs I can’t account other-
wife for the mifcarriage of a cure, that
had all the appearances of a perfe® one for
ten months after the operation,

“ To
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““ To clear fome doubts, I made the fol-
lowing experiments. I ordered a friction
of two drachms of Mercury for a perfon,
with afi intent to make him fpit. T'he flux
began the third day. The fecond friction
of the fame quantity; was given the fifth
day. The flux increafed, and was very
plentiful the feventh. That night I made
him hold a piece of gold in his mouth;
a quarter of an hour: Its colour was a
little changed ; and on one fide it had four
remarkable white {pots. The ninth, I
put him into a {weat, and made him hold
my cane in one hand for half an hour:
The head was fullyed and had fome mani-
felt impreflions of Quick-Silver. T order-
ed a bleeding the tenth; and purged him
the eleventh. The fpitting continued tll
the fifteenth:  The fixteenth; T put a bit
of gold into his {pitting-pot, where it re-
mained twenty four hours, without the
leaft change of colour, or mark of Quick-
Silver. The eighteenth, I ordered the parts
that had beer rubbed, to be well wathed,
and applied a piece of gold to one; it lay
{o all night; but had no mark of Quick-
Silver in the morning. I have neverthe-
lefs feen the Mercury, after two frictions
in the groin, which were the only that
weresmade, pierce four folds of a napkin,
the fhirt, lining of the breeches and pocket;

¢ and
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and mo{t manifeftly ftained the watch, the
gentleman who had been r ubbed, wore.
““ 'Thefe experiments with the nomber of
cares I have feen performed, and perforin-
ed myfelf without any falivation, make
me think,

1. ¢ That the falivation fubfits a long
time, after the Mercury 15 quite {pent.
2. ““ That the cure of the pox, does nat
depend upon that evacuation,.

. ¢ That that evacuation is not at all ne-
ceffary to the cure.
‘¢ That it is a hindrance to it,

““ You'll tell me the fault is eafily repaired,
by throwing in more Mercury ; but then
you change the phyfician’s view, who
only wants to raife a flux and continue it
thirty or forty days; befides, that practice
would be very dangerous, or at leaft won-
derfully tedious and difagreeable. 1
have known feveral prudent practitioners
not dare do it, though they thought
they had need on’t.  And indeed it’s bet-
ter leave a cure doubtful or imperfect,
than kill the patient, throw him into a
confumption, deprive him of his teeth,

' or bring on fome other terrible ﬂccuienr

which happens only too often, in that fe-
vere method,

¢ There is another circum@ancean that
method, which I have not taken notice

‘ of. I'mean the hurry the blood is put

% mito,

-
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into, which kinders that portion of Mer-
cury, which is thrown into either Aorta,
from being equally diftributed in thofe
very veffels that rife from them.
“ In this ftate, ’tis plain the blood muf¥
be rarified, its veffels diftended, and fome
neighbouring lymphaticks, veins, or arte-
ries, or both, fo prefs’d, that the courfe of
their fluid is intercepted. If this com-
preflion happens to a lymphatick vein,
whofe artery rifes from a fanguine, that
upon account of the inequality of its diftri-
bution received no Mercury, muft not all
the column of that fluid, from the fan-
guine to the obftruction, remain ftill in-
fected ; and if the quantity of Mercury
thrown into the body be fpent, or very
much diminithed, before the obftrution
can be taken off, won’t the whole mafs of
blood be foon reinfected ?
¢ But, without fuppofing this compref-
fion, are not there fome finids in the body,
whofe motion is fo very flow, that they
take thirty or more days to come back to
the heart ? If the fanguine, from which
fuch a fluid has been feparated, has by any
accident received no Mercury, is not a re-
lapfe inevitable ?
¢« At the time of this hurry, the motion
is ewcreafed both in the humours and vef-
{els, This makes the Virus more fubtile,

¢ and puthes it forward into fome of the

“ more
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more minute veflfels. Hence it is that
mifcarriages commonly render the diftem-
per more inveterate, and the cure diffi-
cult.
¢ All thefe inconveniencies are avoided
in the other method. The number of
frictions, and quantity of Mercury, are

whatevarthccaﬁamayreqmre orphyficians
prudence allow : And that is fo managed,
as not to force any fecretion ; fo diftri-
buted, as not to run in too great quanti-
ties to the heart, or into large globules
in the weaker veflels ; fo condued, that
the impreffion of it may be greater on the
more affeGted parts, than on the others;
and the quantity of its motion, adapted to
the conftitution, age, ftrength, fex, and’
{tate of the patient.
1 have of late cur’d a lady of fifteen
years of age, five months gone with child,
without letting her know what her ail-
ment was. She thought it was an itch,
and that it was the that had communicated
it to her hufband. Her {ymptoms difap-
peared gradually, and tho’ her diftemper
was of two years ftanding, her child had
not the leaft mark or {pot,
“ 1 own there have been a great many
mifs’d in this method, and thgt without
the heighth of care and judgment, it may
become merely palliative Avarice and

& ttm;duy often render it {uch, the phyfician

¢ endea-
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“ endeavouring one time to iucreafe the
““ number of his patients, by the gentlenefs
¢ of the cure ; another ume, to avoid ac-
¢ cidents, which he that does not know
“ how to prevent, is feldom able to re-
€L Iﬂﬁd}’

Having given you thus far of the Do&or's
Rationale, 1 thall conclude with the follow-
ing obfervation.

A private gentleman belanging to Sir Fobn
ngmws regiment of horfe, when in Flan-
ders, was forely afflicted with the pox. He
labour’d under the infection for feven years,
and was unfuccefsfully falivated for the fame
three times. He alfo took many other Mer-
curial preparations, without receiving any
other benefit than that of merely pall:aung
the fymptoms, which always return’d, upon
difcontinuing of the remedies, carrying along
with them their ufual appearance of malig-
oit

Ythreupon colonel #ebb, of the fame
regiment, being concern’d that 2 man f{o re-
markably handfome and well made, as he
reall_v was, fhould fall 2 vi&im to fo loath-
fome a diforder, fent for me. I was at that
time }uﬂ come from Paris to Bruxells, and
the colonel defir'd that I would pafs him the
remedics accmdmg to Do&tor Cantawell’s me-
thod, that'is, without falivating or purging,
as he had mifs'd in the JSormer,  Purfuant to

this requeft, I put him under this courfe.
When
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When 1 took him into my care, he had
the following fymptoms. 1ft, NoCurnal
pains in his legs, thighs, arms, and head;
2dly, Pocky fcabs in the latter ; 3dly, Pocky
tetters and blotches cavermg his body all
over ; 4thly, two buboes, one in each groin;

thlv Shankers round the nut of the pems
{)Ihly, Great weaknefles, attended with in-
voluntary night fweats. "I took him into my
care fix weeks before our troops march’d to
the battle of Fontenoy. 1 had him 32 days
pafling the remedies, and in that time rubb’d
into him four ounces and two drachms of
pure Mercury ; he refted well during the
whole time of cure, and never bad his mouth
fo much as once fore ; he {pit no more than
ufual, eat and drank freely, and received no
manner of uneafinefs, notwithftanding he was
caﬁly falivated with Eve drachms of the fame
ointment, before I took him under cure, in

3¢ days after the commencement of the
friﬂinns, his pox was perfectly cur'd, andall
the fymptoms totally difappeared, and in five
days after march’d to the battle of Fontenoy,
where I faw him in perfect health taking the
field ; 1likewife faw him in fix months after,
and at that time he was altogether well and
free from his former complaints.

Bl N F. 5
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REFACE

¥ Otwithftanding the ﬂ'bjL&
of this Work was neither
an officer or perfon of di-
f’cm&mn, his wound, howwer, was
of fuch a nature, as to require the
greateft attention and care of a fur-
geon. .

And as there has not been any one
accident, for this confiderable time,
that furnifh’d our art with fuch
various circumitances, I thould think
myfelf altogether remifs in that duty
and refpect due to thofe of my frater-
nity, in not communicating to them
a cafe fo very fingular ; neither
fhould I think myfelf in the leaft
deferving the name of a fuseon, in
-neglecting a matter {o worthy obfer-
atmn,
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vation, and by which fome gentle-
men of the profefion may reap ad-
vantage, whilft others, whofe well-
difpos’d talents may produce {ome
remark inftructive and worthy at-
tention.

What I here offer in reference to
M:. Bodle’s indifpofition, is the ob-
fervations made on the different
changes that happened during fix
months treatment of a gun-fhot
wound, together with fome remarks
on the Bark, from the effects I ob-
ferv’d it to have produc’d in him as
well as in others, which I have, as
far as in my power, endeavour’d to
account for, not rigoroufly deter-
min’d to maintain what I have ad-
vanc’d on that head, but rather to
feek the approbation of thofe com-
municative gentlemen, whofe learn-
ing, and better knowledge in its
action on the animal Occonomy fur-
pafs what I may pretend to.

- 1
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1 know the manner of its adting
on either the folids or fluids of our
bodies, is a matter of difpute not as
yet reconcil’'d ; fo that fhould my
thoughts on that head not be fo
happy as I could wifh, I think that
I am no more blameable for a2 mi-
ftake in my attempts than many able
and worthy predeceflors have been
in theirs; but notwithftanding have
thereby pav'd the way, by laying
fome foundation for others learned, to
arrive at the true knowledge of what
they intended.

And it is generally by fuch at-
tempts, and {uch means, that phy-
{ack and {urgery is at this time arriv’'d
to {o great a ftate of perfeGtion.

To gain efteem is the natural
emulation of moft men, how fond
{oever they may feem to conceal it ;
and thould I be {o happy as to fhare
in this fate, my greateft blgfling in
the eftimation of my friends, and
particularly thofe of the pradice of

either
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cither phyfick or furgery, fhould be

in communicating any thing that
may be profitable, whereby thofe of
my fellow creatures, labouring under
their various diforders, may receive
advantage.

And what I here {o candidly pro-
fefs fhall be foon circumftanc’d, by
communicating to the faculty an in-
ftrument that I have invented, by the
help of which moft dlfeafes of the
head are cur’d.

The revulfion it makes is {'c:- power-
ful, that in a few minutes I can take
away with it any quantity of blood
I think fit from the external capilla-
ries of the head, and by leflening the
refiftance on the furface, can invite
from the internal Carotides and cer-
vical arteries a greater quantity of
blood into that of the external Caro-
tides, and thereby difengage the two
former and all their ramifications
from the great furcharge of blood,
whofe violent compreflion on the

brain
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brain and its meninges, produce too
often the moit direful effeéts.

The inftrument is {fovereign in
Angina’s, and all inflammations ei-
ther of the throat or parotide glands,
and 1mmed13tely relieves the head
under its moit violent affliGtions, fuch
as exceflwe pain, Megrims, Vertigo’s,
Deliriums, and Coma’s ; it removes
a Phrenetis {ooner than any method
in praétice, neither is there any can
equal it in apopleick fits.

And as to the difeafes of the eyes,
proceeding from obftructions, there
is none fcarce can refft it, provided
the inftrument be timely apply’d ;
and let the pains thereof be ever {o
excruciating, it inftantaneouily abates
the fame, and leaves the patient at
perfe& eafe.

In. Parés,> in the year 1943, 1
perform’d fome operations with it in
the prefence of Do&or Canrwell and

ﬂthers, in the three follo wiflg circum-
ftances.

H The
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The firft was upon one Madam
Gayo Delamilet, a lady of quality,
who labouring under a malignant
fever, had a critical difcharge of the
malignant matter depofited on the
parotide glands, each of which ap-
pear’d much larger than aduck’segg;
the was altogether delirious, and her
death every moment expected. The
glands had a {trong inclination to {up-
purate, which if they had muft have
prov’d fatal, as it was then the opi-
nion of her phyficians, fhe muft
inevitably fink under the difcharge,
thould fhe even recover from her
tever ; they were alfo fearful to
attempt the refolution -of them,
being apprehenfive by ' this: means of
a rcturn of the malignant matter into
the mafs of blood, which muft alfo
inevitably have deftroy’d her. Under
thefe unhappy circumftances, I was
fent for in order to treat the tumours.
I propos’é . the._refolution of them,
as the moft eligible and fure method ;
the phyficians were averfe to this, as

I
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¥ before obferved, fearing the lofs of
her life, from the return of fome part
of the matter. I affured them the
contrary, by laying down the man-
ner of my proceeding with this in-
ftrument, which they immediately
approv'd of ; whereupon I at once
proceeded to the operation, in the
prefence of Doétor Canswell, and, by
applying my inftrument behind each
gland, I took away eight ounces of
blood. The Delirium in one hour
after abated ; I repeated the next
day, and the other two fucceeding
days, the operation, in which time
the tumours were compleatly refolv’d,
and fhe reftor’d to her perfect {fenfes.
She alfo loft her hearing, and for this
complaint I injected her ears, and
forced matter into her mouth thro’
the euftachian tube ; by this method
fhe recover’d her hearing, and did per-
fectly well, by thecareof herphyficians.
I alfo perform’d on oneMr. V-
gent at Paris the operation in the
H 2 following
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following circumftance, and that in
the prefence of the Docor, and many
ftudents both of phyfick and furgery.
Mr. Nugent fell down one night
twenty fteps of ftairs, and, being a
heavy man, beat his head moft vio-
lently, in the fall, againft the fteps
and banifter of the ftairs. He lay
along the floor without any manifeft
appearance of life, the blood running
from his mouth, nofe, and ears, and,
at the fame time, an involuntary
emiflion of his excrement ; he was
let bloed in each arm, by a {urgeon of
the Hotel Diew, to the amount of 14
ounces, which came away but very
languid. From this bleeding he re-
ceiv’d not the leaft benefit, neither
could any thing be convey’d into his
mouth, through the violent contrac-
tion of the crotaphite mufcles, which
had too firmly lock’d up his jaws:
From the great injuries they receiv’d,
Po&or Cantwell was call’d upon in
two hours after he was let blood, and

ﬁnding
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finding him ftill in this deplorable

condition, he immediately defir’d I
fhould be fent for: I accordingly
came, and apply’d the inftrument a
little above the ear, behind the tem-
poral muicle, which was greatly con-
tus’d, and on which was a large
Echymofis. From this part I drew
away nine ounces of blood, and be-
fore I removed the inftrument the
laft time from his head, he began to
be troublefome, curs’d, fwore, and
appear’d as one mad ; feveral times
he attempted to remove the inftru-
ment with his hand, which I pre-
vented, and continued {till working
on, finding the great benefits he re-
ceived, and muft further have done
from this application, in fo violent a
concuflion of the brain, which was
attended with all the fymptoms of a
fraur’d Cranium. When I thought
I had taken away a {fufhicient quan-
tity of blood, I defifted in the ope-
ration. This was no {ooner over,

than
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than he fell into the {fame lethargick
difpofition as before; 1 can compare
it to nothing elfe than a mere apo-
plectick fit.  Finding him thus dif-
pos'd, I at once made deep {carifica-
tions on the counterpart of his head,
that I found confiderably injur’d, and,
by applying the inftrument on this
part, I took away eight ounces more
of blood; whereupon he recover’d
from his fit, came to his perfe&t {en-
{cs, return’d me thanks, and took a
olafs of cordial in order to comfort
him; and the next morning went to
the hofpital of La Charité, where he
remain’d near two months. I muft
obferve, from the time the inftru-
ment began to empty the {maller vef-
{cls, the effufion of blood thro’ the
nofe, mouth, and ears, began to
abate, and in a fhort time was com-
pleatly ftopt.

The third operation I perform’d
on the head of a peor carpenter, in
Do&or Cantwell’s houle. The man
- was
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was blind upwards of two years,
with a {fuffufion in his eyes, and
could not diftinguith day from night.
He was turn’d out of the Hozel Diew
as incurable, and with one bare ope-
ration I brought him to perfect fight ;
nay, even before the inftrument was
done working, he faw diftinétly every
thing in the room. I perform’d the
like operation in Flanders on one
Mr. Davis, a trooper in General
Ligonier’s horfe, who from a ftroke
of a tobacco-pipe on the left eye, was
render’d totally blind of it for two
years or better, and was difcharg’d
from our hofpital in Flanders as in-
curable. With three operations, and
the help of a Collyrium, I reftor’d
him to the perfect fight of it. But,
what is worthy obfervation, he difco-
ver’d objeéts from the firft operation.
I have, in many deplorable cafes,
try’d it with the greateft {fuccefs, and
need fay no more with refpe to its
excellencies. '

As
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As the effe@s of it at Paris are
fufliciently attefted, by the approba-
tion of that learned faculty, as now
appears prefix'd to the tranflation of
Sir Hans Slhane’s treatife on the re-
medy for the difeafes of the eyes, in
the cure of which this inftrument is a
moft powerful auxiliary. Do&or
Cantwell, Fellow of the Royal Society
of London, and Phyfician to the Fa-
culties of Montpelier and Paris, is
the tranilator, and to which learned
Gentleman I communicated the {fame
when at Paris, in return for his gene-
roufly inftructing and leading me into
the true knowledge and condué& of
Mercury, in the cure of the Pox. But,
as this is a digreflion from the cafe of
Mr. Bodle, 1 {hall beg the Reader’s
excule, and now proceed to the va-
rious circumitances that occur’d, du-
ring the treatment of his wound, to-
gether with the different methods |
made "ufe of for his cure.

&




The CASE of John Bodle,
a Dragoon, wounded with a
Miufet-Ball by the Rebels
‘@t Clifton Moor.

\ T the fkirmith of Clifton Moor,
the 21ft of December; 1745,
Mr. Bodle received a mufquet-ball

in the pofterior part of his left
thigh, from which time he and the other
wounded men fell under the care of Mr, Ben-
jamin Cowel, of Lombard-fireet.

On the 2oth of December, Mr. Robert Adair,
{furgeon-general, and I, were order’d, after the
furrender of Carlifle to his Royal Hwhnef‘s, to
&0 to Arpleby in efimoreland, and there take
into our care {fuch of the wounded as were in
the hands of Mr. Cowel/; they were twenty in
number, moftly dragoons, of general Bland's
regtment all of whom were cur’d in fome
time after : Bodle’s wound at this time was
altogether free from either inflimmation or

ain, and he was out on crutchegetwo days
gt‘furﬂ ; the difcharge from the wound was

very inconfiderable, but fomewhat feud.
1 About
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About the 2 sth of Apr:l it encreas’d, and the
{mell became very offenfive ; whereupon the
bark was immediately adminifter’d him, I
fuppofe, in order to leflen the difcharge of
matter, as well as to correét the vice of it,
which it certain!y did for fome fhort time;
but the quantity of matter at length aug-
menting, and very fevere tw1tah1ng pains,
attended with numbnefs, coming on from
time to time in the waunded member,
oblig’d me to difcontinue its ufe, finding that
he was not as yet a {ubject fit for it, which in
fact was the cafe, as will appear from the
following circumftances.

For, upon difcontinuing the bark, the
{ymptoms foon after abated, and as foon re-
turn’d when it was repf:ated The pains he
fuffer’d feem’d to anf{wer the direction of the
crural nerve in the wounded thigh, and the

eg of that fide was alfo much affected,
after the {ame manner.

I look'd on the bark here as one exciting
caufe, but that the principal was fome grofs
acrid matter lying on the crural nerve. This
cpinion feem’d ftrongly confirm’d from a
great quantity of grumous blood and purulent
matter I foon after difcharg’d from a large
opening that 1 made between the Trochanter
Majc}r and the anterior (pines of the Os llium;

but how the Cortex {hould be fo far inftru-
mental to pain, admitted of fome reflection,
and, from the remarks I had before made.
upon
: ]



[ 59 1]

upon its producing almoft the like effeGsdn
{everal others, I concluded from hence that
it acted as follows :

Firft, it feem’d to caufe too great a re-
ftri¢tion in and about all the fibres of the
wounded part, by which reftrictive power
they more forcibly comprefs'd the grumous
blood and purulent matter juft now men-
tion’d agalnft the crural nerve, and f{o from
time to time excited thefe complaints,

Or the Bark, ' by giving the folids too great
a force, may canfe mntraé’tmn: in which the
wolinded Gibres of tha mufcles receding, and
their congeners that remain’d intire being
thereby too far ftretch’d out, muft certainly
{uffer pain; or thefe latter being influenc’d by
the Bark to ftronger contractions, and not
having the fame force as before their affifting
fibres were deftroy’d, muft undoubtedly un-
dergo great uneafinefs, not only from the
weight of the limb they were to help in {uf-
taining or moving, but from the power of the
fibres of the antagoniftic mufcles, and even
thofe of their affitants, which ought to fup-
port the Equilibrium, and being here too
ftrong, drag'd thofe of the wounded part
out of their direction, and, by over-extending
them during the time of fuch contradtions,
excited the moft acute pains; all which fymp-
toms I have feveral times obferv® to difap-
pear, upon leaving off the ufe of the cortex,
when given out of its due time : Now from

] 2 this
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this corroboration of the fibres from its ufk,
the Mc}memum of the blood being encreas’d,
may caufe fluxion, and confequently pain,
as manifeftly appf:drd from his quick pulfe,
and complaints that immediately follow’d his
taking of it, both of which ceas’d when its
ufe was no longer continued: Now the Mo-
mentum of the blood being encreas’d (as be-
“fore obferv’d) and its motion from that time
accelerated, muft undoubtedly be pufh’d with
greater force on the parts griev'd, where
meeting with obiftacles in its circulation, muft
certainly caufe great diftentions in all the fan-
guiferous and lymphatic veflels that contain
it, as weil as in all the fibres, membranes,
and nervous expanfions of the obftructed
parts. It is not merely from the diftention
which thefe parts undergo, that pain is pro-
duced, but alfo from the influx and accumu-
lation of humours comprefling the nerves,
t.crgethcr with the frequent impulfes of fuc-
ceeding humours, which impulfes are always
in proportion to the celerity of the blood, and
the force by which it is pu[h d forward on
the offended parts.

Or fecondly, by accelerating the motion
of the blood, and caufing therein a greater
rirefa@ion, may produce the like effects, by
diftending the fanguiferous and lymphatic
veflels in the obftruted part; and as thefe
veflels have an innate elafticity, they return,

act, and contract reciprocally on the Auids
that
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that caufed their diftention, and not only
comprefs, bate, and agitate the fame, but
alfo the globules of air therein fuifer the
fame fate; which latter being powerfully
elaftick, endeavour to expand themfelves,
breaks through the fanguiferous and lym phatic
globules, difunite and deftroy their principles
fo far, that the natural harmony no longer
fubﬁfhng, they immediately act in oppofi-
tion to each other, encreafe the raref.étion,
and confequently the diftention of the vc:ﬂ'-:ls*
by a force far fuperior than impelled by the
blood, from the contraction of the heart, of
its arteries.

And 'tis from this impelling force of the
fluids on themf{elves, and their «¢tion on the
{olids, together with the reaction of the latter
on the former, the rarefition of the ob-
ftru&ed humours, the diftention of the ve{-
fels, the uncompounding and difuniting the
fanguiferous and lymphatic globules, together
with the irritation of all the fibres in the part
cbitructed, that the native hear is conferved,
and matter thereby concocted and formed
and thefe are the different means and aéions
~ that nature makes choice of for the perfecting
of the fame, which is generally formed at the
lacerated capillaries, where extravafating and
acumulating its weight and preffure on the
crural nerve of Mr. Bodle, mufl #aily en-
creafe, and confequently the numbnefs and
pain fubfifts in proportion thereto,

' I fhall
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I fhall from hence prefume to infer, that
the excellency of the Bark confifts onl}r by
affifting nature when too far reduced, in pro-
moting thefe different actions for the com-
pnuqdmg of matter where it 1s moftly want-
Ing, asin mortifications, &e, and fhall there-
fore look on its ufe prqudlcral in many cafes,
unlefs the exigence of certain fymptoms re-
quires it, fince we fee, by the giving of it,
difturbances caufed in offended parts, that
were not in need of fuch rarefattion, which
being too ftrongly promoted in fome confti-
tutions, caufe greater obftrutions, as may
plainly appear from what Do&or Ke:i/l has
obferv'd in explaining mufcular motion, from
the nature of the caufe of their contraction,
¢ which, he fays, without doubt, is the rare-
faction of the blood and animal fpirits in the
cavities of their fibres, which produce therein
a great inflation caufed by the preflure of the
rarified fluids againft the fides of the fibres ;
whilft this preflure continues, the progrefiive
motion of the fluids thro’ the fibres muft be
at a ftop, neither can they move forward
again till the rarefaction begins to abate, that
is, till the fibres are relaxed.”

From hence ’tis eafy to conceive, how
fmm a greater rarefaction caufed by the Bark
in a parg obftructed, how capable it is of en-
creafing “the -:::bﬂru&mn by caufing not only
a greater contraction and tenfion in the fibres
of the grieved part, whereby the ﬂmds are

inter-
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intercepted, but alfo in caufing a greater dif-
tenfion in the fanguiferous and lymphatic ar-
teries, whereby they comprefs their neigh-
bouring blood-veflcls, and intercept, for fome
time, the fluids therein from paffing on to the
capillaries, to fupply the quantity of matter
they had before done; all which, I think,
has plainly appeared in the cafe of Mr. Bodl.

Becaufe at the time it was given him the
difcharge immediately leflen’d, his pulfe
quickened, and the {fymptoms of pain there-
upon increas’d, I fuppofe, from the {uppref-
fion of matter caufed by a too great rare-
faction then produced in the obftruéted parts,
which matter, at length augmenting, forced
its way in greater quantities, as before ob-
ferved from the wound.

From all which I infer, the Bark, in ftop-
ing the progrefs of a mortification, does not
effet it by removing the obftruction in the
part mortified, but rather by encreafing the
Momentum of the blood, producing a greater
rarefaction, invigorating the circulation, cor-
roborating the folids, promoting their ofcila-
tions, contractions, and irritations ; from all
which the impelling force of the blopg, be-
comes more powerful, and is puthed forward
with fuch a degree of yelofity againft the dead
putrified mafs, asto oblige its total feparation
from the living fubftance ; effects falweary and
divine, worthy only the ineftimable qualities

of the Bark.
I have
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I have obferved, from the flighteft touch
of my finger on the crural nerve, or whene-
ver I forc’d the weight of the matter on the
fame (as I was every day oblig’d to do, in
order to difcharge it through the wound,
when rubbing my hand from near his ham
upwards) it excited in him the fame degree
of pain, as that taken notice of when the
Bark was given him ; and thefe are the ef-
fects that I have oft-times obferv’d the Bark
to have produc’d when indiferiminately
given to all perfons wounded by fire-
arms ; and I doubt not but the fame ef-
fects might be produc’d from it, if obferv’d,
in wounds proceeding from other caufes ;
from hence I conclude, it is probable the
Bark is not that univerfal remedy in all
conftitutionslabouring under gun-fhot wounds,
asappears {trongly in the prefent cafe;; andeven
with fuch as it may be agreeable to, it onght
not to be adminiftred without grﬁdt precau-
tion, fince, by an injudicious application of
it, many troubles may be fomented, and
fheuld in gun-fhot wounds be moftly fer-
vlcefbl D 1 the following circumftances, that
15, ﬁéfy a mortification threatens the parts;
the difcharge very confiderable and fetid, the
eirculation languid, «sd declining puife, the
blood fercus and thin, the patient attended
with f¥rile intermiffions, and free from
he@icks ; now none of thefe; except the dif-
charge which was vifcid and grumous, at-

t{:nded
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tended our patient at the time it was order’ d
im ; for, notwithftanding it was confidera-
le and ﬁ:tid,- it was neither thin nor {erous.

As to his pulfe, they were regular and well-

difpos’d, and he in every refpect free from ail

other complaints, excepting that of his wound:

He was young, robuft; and of a habit of

body extremely well conftituted : Thas I at-

tribute Mr. Bodle’s {ymptomatical complaints
principally to the compreflion of tne crural
nerve, efpecially becaufe great numbnefs ac-
c::umpan:r:d the pain; and; as far as I ima-
gin’d the Bark could have any influence
therein, I have honeftly deliver’d my thoughts
on that head, heartily wifhing others may bs
more happy in theirs. The ball enter’d by
the middle and pofterior part of the Vaffus
Externus, and upper attachment of the {mall
head of the Biceps; pafling under the Trochan-
fer Minor thro’ the upper part of the Triceps,
and 1ts direction was towards the branch of
th:: Os Pubs, and that of the Ifthium ; 2bout
the 1oth of .zfpm’ the difcharge encreafed to
fuch a degree, that were I to mention the
lofs, it would feem incredible, neither could
it be imagin’d that any hul]}:l:l being could

{ubfift under it for one week ; from this ex-

ceflive expence of matter, he was reduced to
fuch extreme weaknefs; as to be altogether

incapable of moving in his bed. #is left leg

‘became anafarcous, as did alfo that of the

right in fome time after, and each of them

K {well’'d
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fwell'd to fuch degree, as to be confiderably
larger than the trunk of a lad’s body of four-
teen years old. In this languithing condition
he continued till the 29th of Apri/, in which
time he became helical, his pulfe quick,
attended with frequent tremours, a pain in
his breaft, a fhort and hard cough, with a
conftant fpitting of a ftinking matter, a conti-
nual thirft, his eyes quite funk, and he ema-
ciated te fkin and bone, except his legs, ei-
ther of which at that time feemed larger than
the reft of his body ; the quality of the mat-
ter then flowing from the wound was fuch, 1
believe, as heretofore had not been feen; in
colour and confiftence it was not unlike
melted glew, but fomewhat more deep and
thining. From time to time I took away
feveral bits of his clothes that had been forc’d
into the wound by the bullet, I fearch'd after
the latter unfuccefsfully five or fix times ; one
day I thought I had difcover’d it, but upon
a more flri€t enquiry, I found the furface
confiderably larger than that of a ball poffibly
could be, whereupon 1 exaltly obferved the
direction of my probe, and found it to bear
againft the branch of the Os Pubis, from
whence I concluded the bzll entered the cavity
of the abdomen, in or near the oval hole,
whereonare plac’d the mufcles call’d Obturato-
res Interni G Extern: : This opinion I was {oon
confirmed®n from the great quantity of mat-
ter flowing from the wound, upon the pa-
tient’s
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tient’s coughing, or in prefling my hand
upon the lower part of his belly ; wherever I
prefS'd on the Triceps, or rubb’d my hand
along the pofterior part of his thigh from near
the ham vpward, 1 forced out of the wound
great quantities of matter, which occupied all
this part of the thigh, lying very deep be-
tween the Biceps, Semitendinofus, Semimem-
branofus, and T'riceps, as not to be in the
leaflt difcover’d by the touch, {o as to make
an opening more favourable for its difcharge,
than an impending orifice, as. that of the
wound was; whereupon I contented myfelf
i1 gently prefling and {troaking each drefling
thofe parts, in order to force out the matter.
I cndeavour’d all that in me lay to fupport
nature, under fuch an exceffive difcarge,
by allowing him a good nutritious diet,
he notwithftanding became fo emaciated,
as I before obferv’d, that, by long lying, a
very confiderable mortification appear’d on the
Os Sacrum, which greatly ;added to his af-
flictions: This I cut away, and upon dref-
fing of it fome days after, I difcover'd anele-
vation on the left fide of the Sacruom, it was
barely perceptible, and lay all over the exter-
nal face of the Os Ilium, reaching to the an-
terior {pines of the (aid bone, here [ became
very inquifitive in fearching after the caufe of
it, as he at that time did not fesm affected
~with the leaft pain or uneafinefs in this
part, neither could I difcover any thing more
than a very obfcure tenfion, which 1 fup-

K2 pos'd
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v0s'd had been produc’d from a collection of
%omﬂ humours ; at length prefiing my fingers
between the great Trochanter and anterior
Spines of the Hium, I thought I felt matter
lying very deep, and was no-fooner confirm 'd
in this opinion, than I at once cut into it,
paﬂing my {calpel between the carous part
of the Fafcialata and its Aponeurofjs ; this in-
cifion I made large and deep, and what, to
my furprize, m*medmieiy follow'd, was
that great quantity of grumﬂus blood and
thick matter already taken notice of : The
ftench that exhaled from it was of fo offen-
five a nature, that I never till then found any
equal it: In cclour and confiftence it did not
differ much from that taken notice of in the
wound ; there was great part nf the fleth
underneath m-:::-rnﬁtd which I cut away
with my knife; 1 afa'd my fingers into this
opening as far as I cc}uld and found Sinus’s
oh all hands; 1 felt pl=1n!y the crural artery
and nerve, wlm. at 'this time were quite de-
nudated ; all the b xdl s I met in this cavity I
carcfolly broke through ; this opening I made
on the 12th of May, and wnuid now have
gladly repeated theBark buthis pulfe being ex-
tremely quick, and he altogether hectical, I
would not venture upon it, and therefore fa-
tisied myfelf in ordering him a morfel of
‘Theriaca, with 30 drops of the elixir of vi-
trial, tllrf:e"*lmesa day, and about ten drops-
of Liquid Laudanum ; at night, between
| ' whiles,
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whiles, he took the faline mixtures, and for
his peﬂnral complaints a mixture Df. Spfrmq
Ceti, Cil of Sweet Almonds, and Syrup of
B:z{'/ﬁrm all which were of fervice ; 1 drefs’d
this part (which, as I already Gbﬂ.rv d, was
mortified) with Ol. Hypericum, Sp. Tere-
binth. Liniment, Arci, and Bafilcon Nigrz,

melted down very warm, and doffils dipp’d
therein, and applied to the parts ; over thofe
doflils were laid comprefles, wrung aut of
fpirits of wine, and a large pultis of bread and
mllk very warm over all ; The parts were fo-
mented a full hour before each dreiling ; 1
continued this method till the mortification
was totally fubdued both in this p]ac:f, and
on the Os Sacrum. From this opening he
received the greateft relief, becaufe the dif-
charge from the wound made by the ball
daily leffen’d, and, in four days after, thegru-
mous blood was quite evacuated, the matter
became well-condition’d, and he confiderably
better, his pu]ﬁ: lefs frequcnt their Tremours
ahatﬂcl the pain in his breaft not {o trouble-
fome, his cough much eafier, his fpitting
lefs, and his thirft almoft gone, This happy

change did not continue long, for on the
16th of May he was feiz’d with a violent
Diarrhaa, his thirft return’d, the good con-
dition of the matter chang’d both into the con-
fiftence and colour of whey, the 1Bs of the
incis’d wound became cold and pale, and ve-
ﬁcatmn appear’d 'd every where round their fur-

face;
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face, his pulfe was hardly perceptible, and
attended with frequent intermiffions, and his
eyes appear’d very languid : Thefe direful
{fymptoms put me immediately upon an en-
quiry after fuch an extraordinary and unfore-
{een change, from whence I concluded na-
ture was quite wore out, or elfe that fome of
the vitiated matter had been abforbed into the
mafs of blood ; my conjetures in the latter
were greatly confirm’d, becaufe, upon ex-
amining very carefully all the parts of the
wounded thigh, I found matter between the
lower part of the Vaftus Externus and Fafcia
lata, I cut immediately into it quite thro’
the latter, and by this opening faved him
from perithing, as will hereafter aprear ;
there flowed from it a great quantity cf Pus
well form’d. I was extremely pleas’d at this
difcovery, not in the leaft doubting to drain
off by this opening, which was altogether
depending, the whole quantity of matter
contained in the feveral parts of his thigh,
which I effetually did in a fhort time, by
the affiftance of good comprefies and ban-
dage: For the difcharge from the wound
canfed by the ball, and that from the open-
ing which I had firft made, immediately
lefflen’d, and the latter cur’d faft ; from the
day aftey this opening the patient began
to mend, and his Diarrhxa (Gon abated, went
off and cur'd by the affiftance of the De-
cotum Albium; his thirt diminifli'd, his

pulfe
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pulfe ftrengthen’d, and their intermiffions
ceas’d. Upon this agreeable revolution, I
repeated again the elixir of vitriol, which I
cmitted only whillt his Diarchza cmntmucd
it was of great fervice, and I now order’d
him the Lap. Ccntrayerua, Sal. Succinat.
Gentian Root, and the Powder of Orange-
peels, to be made into an eleGtuary, and ta-
ken with his faline mixtures; 1 allo allow’d
him a pint of warm milk morning and even-
ing, and kept him upon a very nutritious
diet. The fwelling that I had difcover’d near
the Sacrum, when drefling of the mortifica-
tion, ftill continued. I obferv’'d before, that
it lay on the external face of the llium, as
far as its anterior {pines, and was not a little
{urprized to find it ftill remain, thipking that
a difcharge {o plentiful as was made from the
two openings (and from which he received
the greateft relief) it ought to difappear, be-
caufe I am perfuaded that from this place was
furnifb’d a great part of that matter already
mentioned ; whilit thus conjeturing, in pref-
fing my fingers on the middle part of the
Gluteus Major, I heard a noife like unto the
clafhing of waters; I alfo perceiv’d another
of the like naturs, in prefling my fingers be-
tween the {uperior and pofterior {pine of the
Os Ilium 2and {pinal Apophyfis of the Os Sa-
crum, I was convinc’d that nothing lefs than
matter could produce it, and therefore hoped
not only to difcharge it by the afliftance of
gcod
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good comprefs and bandage, through the fe=
veral openings which had favour’d its exit;
but in the mean while to cure the Sinus’s by
this means; which I had continued fonie
time ; at length finding myfelf altogether
fruftrated in my intentions; I then determined
to try of what fervice the knife could be in
this cafe, and immiediately attempted a third
opening, which I made on the 24th of May;
in making this opening I cut through the Glu-
teus Major, and came to alarge cavity, wherein
was not one drop of matter, however there
were many bridles and Sinus’s, that convinc’d
me matter had been there; I deftroy’d all
thofe bridles with my finger; and on the
28th of May attempted the opening of that
part near the pofterior {pine of the Ilium, and
fpinal Apophyfis of the Os Sacrum ; I cut
pretty deep, and fell into a cavity not unlike
the former ; in which I alfo deftroy'd all
the bridles I met with: The difappointmerit
in the firft opening, with refpect to matter,
did not in the leaft deter me from the fecond,
altho’ 1 was perfuaded that I fhould meet with
the fame fate as in the other ; but notwith=
ftanding was convinc’d the patient would
receive as much benefit from thefe openings
as what pofiibly he could have done had mat-
ter been there, fince the Sinus’s had no dif-
pofition f& cure, as was manifeft from the
number of bridles, the drynefs of the parts,
and the great quantity of air contained in

them;
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them, which latter conveyed itfelf to the
Adipofa of the thigh, rendering this member
very large and emphyfematous, which in a
few days after the opening totally difappear’d;
there was one thing very remarkable before
the latter opening: Whenever I prefs’d on
this part, I forc’d from the wound caus’d by
the ball a good quantity of matter, which
continued difcharging for fome time after,
notwithftanding I could not difcover, as I be-
fore obferv’d, the leaft quantity upon the in-
troduction of my finger into the Sinus already
mention’d, neither could I produce, after the
opening was made, one drop as before, thro’
the wound : Some time before thefe two lat-
ter incifions were made, he fuffer’d fome un-
cafinefs in this part of his hip, which went
off immediately upon the firft incifion. Now
oetting entirely the better of the difcharge of
matter, and healing all the wounds, even
that caufed by the ball, which as yet remains
in his body, I turn’d then my thoughts to-
wards the cure of his legs, which were
really a fhocking fight. The methods I took
for the reduction of the fwelling, were thofe
generally ufed on the like occafions, fuch
as difcufiing fomentations, applied three or
four times aday, with gentle evacuation from
time to time by ftool; the fwellings feem’d
obftinate, and wou'd not give way to this
treatment, whereupon I was obliged to ren-

L der
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der my difcutients more powerful, hoping
thereby to gain fome advantage. I made
three fcarifications through the Adipofa of
the left foot, totry how they would fucceed,
before I attempted any in the right : Thefe
had the defired effect, but was of no long
continuance, for notwithflanding the ftrong
fomentations and bandages made ufe of, in
order to breathe forth the impacted humours,
as well as to ftrengthen the tonus of the
parts, and refift any further influx of hu-
mours, his leg {welled as great as ever, al-
though the quantities of water difcharged
from the incifions, were {o confiderable, that
upon a bare reflection; one could not imagine
his whole body capable of contain-
ing {o much. I dared not to venture
here on brifk Catharticks, which might
in this cafe be of fingular fervice, and
that on account of his Hectick, which
ftill continued ; his left leg became ex-
tremely indurated, I fuppofed from, the ufe
of fuch powerful difcutients, as the right
leg, to which they were not applied, re-
mained foft and pliable ; whereupon I alto-
ether excluded them, and in their place
{ubftituted, and that to both legs, dry fric-
tions with very warm flannel. The effeds
of thofe were certainly great, his legs fweat-
ing for hours after, infomuch that the bed and

all the cloaths-in which they were laped up,
' o were
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were wet quite through : The f{wellings of
both legs, by this means daily leflened, ef-
“pecially that of his right, which became
{maller than ever ; the hardnefs in the left
leg ftill continued, although the {welling de-
creafed, whereupon I ordered his leg to be
wraped up in a fheet, wherein was a great
quantity of very warm grains, and there to
remain till the fame became cold; by the
ufe of this and the frictions often repeated,
the induration and fwelling were totally con-
quered, and without the affiftance of one
purge, an obftinate Anafarca cured, which
otherwife might be the work of many
months phyfick, and perhaps without much
fuccefs ; fo the time of his cure, whilit
under my care, was from the 4th of Fanu-
ary 1745, to the 1gth of Fune followmg :
I had him abroad, and on crutches the 38ih
of Fuly, and 1n fome time after, when I
found him able to bear the ﬁltigucs of a
journey, ordered him to his regiment ; bat
as the wounded thigh became canildtmbly
{horter than the other, I pafled him as an
invalid.

I obferved, that on the 16th of May, in
the foregoing cafe, he was feized with a
Diarrheea.  Secondly, a return of his thirft,
Thirdly, a change of matter, both into the
condiftence and colour of whey. wFourthly,

the lips of the incifed wound cold, pale i1
L2 filled
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{illed with vefications. Fifthly, a deprefied
pulfe. with intermiffions. Sixthly, his eyes
languid and dejected,

The caufe of the firft was owing to fome
part of that matter already taken “notice of,
between the Fafcia lata, and Vaftus Extﬂr-
nus, and partly from that of fome other
being abforbed into the mafs of blood, where-
by the animal ceconomy became foon dif-
turbed from the admixtion of fuch fordid
humours circulating with it ; and nature,
under thofe dlﬁi{:ulnfs n Drder for its €x-
pulfion, threw it into the inteftines, as the
moft ready emunctory for its dlfcharge, and
{o plDdl‘Cﬁd the Diarrhee1, which continued
whilit there was any part ﬂf the fordid hu-
mours entering into the mafs of blood, but
immediately c:eufed, when the npcning had
made a more favourable way for its difcharge ;
wherevpon the Diarrhea foon abated, and
cured by the affiftance of the Decotum Al-
bum, as before obferved. .

As to the fecond, it was the returning of
his thirft, and could not otherwife fall out,
if we confider the great quantities of fluids,
that were bore away by ftool, and the glands
in and about the mouth, thereby defrauded of
their fupplies; for as the increafe in one fe-
cretion, 1s the lofs of it in all others, it muft
fo happen i:ere, and the mouth confequently:
become dry, for want of that vehicle, which

1t
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it was before accuftomed to receive from the
glands, and fo that the want of it herein
muft undoubtedly produce the thirft com-
plained of.

Thirdly, As to the matter being changed
into the confiftence andcolour of whey, 1s not
furprizing, if we confider the impoverifh-
ment of the fluids, and the great change that
happened in them, upon the return of the
acrid matter; and as pature was at this time
deprived by the exceffive difcharge, both of
the fupplies the did and ought to receive for
her natural fupport, in order to furnith mat-
ter, and her courfe becing turned another
way, carried off greater quantities by ftool,
than what the body either could receive or
poflibly allow of, from which the blood muft
certainly be rendred very poor, and altogether
incapable of furnifhing to the parts, any thing
better than that wheyith kind of matter taken
notice of in the wound.

Fourthly, The lips of the latter becoming
pale, cold, and filled with vefications, was a
very bad fign, as was the finking of the
pulfe, attended with intermiffions, becaufe
thefe {ymptoms threatned, not only a return
of the matter in the blood, but were cerrain
figns of a beginning mortification, which I
had greatly to fear, there being ene (as I
have before obferved) in this part on making
the firft opening ; this change, to me, feemed

to
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to proceed from a languid circulation ; for as
the quantity of bloed was confiderably di~
minithed, and its quality quite changed, both
from the return of matter into it, and the
extravagant difcharges by ftool, the circula-
tion became very flow, and the contrations
of the heart fo weak, as to be altogether in-
capable of puthing the blood on with that
force as was fufficient, either to fupport the
native heat of the parts, or a freg circulation,
whereby the circulating humours being de-
prived of that progreflive motion that ought
to fupport their fluidity, they became cold,
vifcid and ftagnant, and by means hereof
acquiring an acrid quality , irritated the
parts, formed vefications, and produced all
the bad fymptoms that appeared in and
about the wound. -

Fifthly, As to that intermitting and de-
prefled pulfe, it may be accounted for from
the reafons juft affligned in the latter cafe, if
we confider that thefe intermiffions were
owing to a feeble contraction of the heart,
and this to a lofs, both to the quantity and
quality of the blood, and the latter to an
exceflive evacuation by ftool, we f{hall be
then able to account for it in the following
manner. -

Firft, <The contractions of the heart being
quite languid, from the reafons juft men-

tioned, it was not capable to pufh the blood
forward
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forward with that vigour, and in fuch quan=
tities as were neceflary to caufe a dilatation
in the coats of the arteries, in ‘which abfo-
lutely confifts a pulfe, which being here very
weak, produced that contraction or depref=
fion already obferved. Now if from hence
we confider the extreme weaknefs of the
heart from the want of nutritious fupplies,
the known fource of ftrength, and the quan-
tity of blood fent from it, being fo very {mall,
muft be a confiderable while returning
back again, during which time the heart"
remaining dilated, for the reception of fuch
poor fupplies, an intermiffion muft con-
fequently happen, as is manifeft in this cafe.

Sixthly, As to his eyes becoming altoge-
ther dejected, that wasowing to the great ex-
pence of fpirits; for as the fecretions were
almoft exhaufted, there could not be con-
veyed to them f{uch quantities as were ne-
ceflary to invigorate thofe organs, whereby
the paffions of the foul are fo ftrongly ex-
preffed, and indeed, well may it be faid,
when they became fo far dejected through
a lofs of thefe fupplies, that all hopes were
then doubtful,

gk SN TS


















