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( 59 ) '

Hence, unfortunately for invalids, a strong in--
ducement is held out to the profession at large,

and plausible reasons assigned by the incompe-

tent, for neglecting to hazard those proba-

tionary trials, which were intended by the crown

to restrain the ignorant, and protect the health

and lives of every class of his Majesty’s subjects.

It has been found necessary to oblige candidates

for Holy Orders to be regularly initiated, and
to undergo an examination, before they are
deemed capable of the sacred office. The

Lawyer of every denomination is likewise re-

quired to be properly educated, and to submit

to certain introductory forms, before he is al-
lowed to practise his profession. It seems in

the sister art of Medicine alone, where credu-
lity is most prevalent, that the Legislature has
yet interposed no effectual barrier against im-

position, nor afforded any adequate check to

the delusions of ignorance, or the wiles of mis-

representation.

How far the humorous adventures of the ce-
lebrated Count Fathom are founded in fiction
or in truth, may be matter of uncertainty, but
the circumstance of his officiating in the charac-
ter of a Village Apothecary, is rendered highly
probable, from the same having been lately
assumed by the unhappy General Wall, formerly
Governor of Goree, partly, it would seem, for
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